JOHN DUNN

(Courtesy of the Local History Museum, Durban)



THE TRANSFRONTIERSMAN: /

THE CAREER OF JOHN DUNK IN

NATAL AND ZULULAND 1834 - 1895

by

CHARLES CAMERON BALLARD

A thesis submitted in partial
fulfilment of the requirements
for the degree of Doctor of
Philosophy in the Department of

History, University of Natal.

University of Natal, Durban,

Republic of South Africa.

June, 1980.



ii
PREFACE

The origins of this thesis can be traced to James Madison University,
Virginia, where I was first introduced to African studies in lectures
given by Dr. Daniel Macfarland, Professor of African History. I

was fortunate to have had the opportunity to further my studies at the
University of Ghana, Legon, where I accompanied Dr. Macfarland on a
field-trip of West African countries in 1973. I will never be able to
fully convey my feelings of gratitude to Dr. Macfarland. He has been

my teacher and patron, a wise counsellor and an unfailing friend.

The production of this thesis owes a great deal to the advice and
assistance of family, friends and colleagues. I am indebted to

Professor Colin Webb, Professor of History at the University of Cape Town,
for suggesting a thesis topic that has proved both rewarding and
fascinating. Professor Andrew Duminy of the Department of History,
University of Natal, Durban, made me more appreciative of the worth of

the 'individual' in the historical process; for his warm support and
comradeship I am grateful. A special acknowledgement to Professor Trevor
Cope and Mr. Adrian Koopman of the Department of Zulu Language and
Literature at the University of Natal for translating and interpreting
John Dunn's Zz7Zbongo, (Zulu praise songs). And my sincere thanks to
Miss Helen Feist of the Department of German at the University of Nétél
for the efforts she put into translating the original version of a German
missionary's experiences in Zululand. I would also like to express my
thanks to the staffs of the South African Archives, Pietermaritzburg Depot,
and the Killie Campbell Africana Library, Durban, whose courteous
assistance made research at these institutions more pleasant and fruitful.
In addition, I wish to acknowledge the financial assistance provided by

the Human Sciences Research Council.

I am particularly grateful for the gracious hospitality afforded me by
Mr. Daniel Dunn, spokesman for the Dunn community in southern Zululand.
Through him I gained an additional insight into John Dunn's career that
could only have been acquired through contact with Dunn's descendants

and by observing the physical enviromment in which Dunn lived. The
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tedium entailed in the typing of the thesis manuscript was borne
admirably by Mrs..Jean Carter, Mrs. Esme Serfontein and Mrs. Fiona
Fletcher all of Durban. I can only praise the great pains and the
personal interest which they took in the typing, proof-reading and
correcting of the text. A personal note of appreciation and remembrance
is due my parents, Mr. and Mrs. Frank H. Ballard of Page County, Virginia,
who rendered invaluable moral and financial support; they alone know how

much the completion of this thesis has meant to me.

This thesis was .a supreme test of my physical and intellectual stamina.
The task was made easier and more enjoyable for me by my supervisor,

Dr. Paul Maylam of the Department of History at the University of Natal,
Durban. Dr. Maylam guided me through the treacherous waters of the
present debates in South African historiography, and made me aware of
their implications with regard to Dunn's career. I gained immeasurably
from Dr. Maylam's knowledge of African societies and his sophisticated
perception of the nature of nineteenth century British imperialism,
colonialism and racialism. A formal testimonial is a totally inadequate
vehicle for expressing my appreciation and gratitude for Dr. Maylam's
untiring efforts. His innate sympathy and intellectual vitality were

constantly productive.
Finally, in compliance with the regulations of the University of Natal,

I declare that this entire thesis is, except where specifically indicated

to the contrary in the text, my own original work.

Durban, June, 1980.
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

The career of John Dunn in nineteenth century Zululand is significant
as well as controversial: Dunn was a versatile individual and served
in varied capacities: secretary and diplomatic adviser to Cetshwayo,
King of Zululand (1873-1879); 1labour recruiter and Protector of
Immigrants in Zululand for the Natal colonial government; political
and military intelligence officer under Lord Chelsmford in the Anglo-
Zulu war of 1879; principal political adviser to Sir Garnet Wolseley
on the post-war settlement, and chief of the largest and wealthiest of the
thirteen districts carved out of the subjugated Zulu kingdom. The
numerous positions of responsibility and authority held by Dunn
compels one to embark upon a discussion of developing themes in the
history of Zululand and Natal in particular, and southern Africa in

general.

A number of areas will be investigated:v the emergence and decline of

a 'frontier zone' in pre-colonial Natal; the material foundations

of political power in the Zulu kingdom during the 1860s and 1870s;

the nature of the white settler community of Natal; the creation of

an extra-territorial migrant labour system involving Natal, Zululand
and the Delagoa Bay hinterland. Questions related to British

imperial policy and Dunn's career are inextricably woven into a
discussion of South African confederation and the Anglo-Zulu war. It
is necessary to take a fresh and detailed look at Dunn's role in the
Ulundi or post-war settlement of 1879. A great deal of political
activity occurred as a result of Dunn's own chiefly administration and
his virulent opposition to the royalist Usuthu faction which clamoured
for Cetshwayo's re-installation as king of Zululand. Attention is
given to Dunn's role as an agent of 'colonization' in southern Zululand,
the changes brought about through Dunn's introduction of African clients, and
livestock and trade goods. The historian_of romantic bent must guard

against the inclination to exaggerate the historical significance of



individuals and minimize the effects of enviromment. This thesis
attempts to achieve a balance between the individual and his
environment. The approach of this thesis is thematic rather than
biographical; the various, and, at times, seemingly unrelated
subjects mentioned above are held together by the continuous thread
of bunn's presence and participation in events related to this wide

range of themes.

John Dunn's career in Zululand has escaped the serious notice of most
southern African historians. No scholarly biography or 'substantial'
thesis exists on this romantic and little understood figure whose
political, economic and military activities spanned three crucial
decades in the history of Natal and Zululand, (1857-1887). Two
theses covering aspects of Dunn's career have, however, been written.
The first, a Master's thesis by Charles Shields, was written in 1939.(1)
Shields' work suffers from a number of weaknesses. It is based largely
on secondary sources and the author has failed to grasp the point that
Dunn was a major contributor to the terms of the Ulundi settlement

of 1879. Shields' discussion of Dunn's involvement in the firearms
trade in Zululand is devoted to exonerating Dunn of the charge that

he was a 'gun-runner'. These allegatfgns of arms smuggling are a
minor issue and Shields failed to see beyond these charges and assess
the much more vital questions related to the role of firearms in -

strengthening Zulu military and political power.

The second work on Dunn is that of Simon Barber who produced an
Honours thesis entitled 'John Dunn and Zululand, 1856-1883'.(2)
Within the parameters of its narrow time span and degree limitations
Barber's thesis is useful. His investigation of the post-war era
and Dunn's involvement in post-war political intrigue shows that the -
source material has been skilfully employed. However, Barber's
attempt to portray Dunn as an African feudal lord in the Zulu kingdom
reveals an ignorance of land tenure systems in indigenous African

societies.

(1) cC. Shields, 'The Life of John Dunn: With Special Reference
to Zululand 1879-1897', (unpublished M.A. thesis, University
of South Africa, 1939).

(2) S.R. Barber, "John Dunn and Zulul and 1856-1883"',
(unpublished Honours thesis, University of Natal, 1971).



Both Barber and Shields take pains to defend Dunn's polygamous
marriages to African women on the grounds that Dunn was only observing
marriage customs common to the African society in which he lived.
Having rested their respective cases on such obvious surface
observations Shields and Barber did not look further to see that
marriage in northern Nguni societies was a convenient social vehicle

(3)

for accumulating political power and material resources.

Dunn's life has also formed the subject matter of two historical
novels. Dunn's career is sensationalized in Oliver Walker's novels
Proud Zulu and Zulu Royal .Feather. (4) Both books are riddled with
Walker's fanciful accounts of Dunn's sexual exploits with his African
wives; this reflects the author's not unnatural desire to sell copy
instead of portraying Dunn's domestic relations in a sensitive and
accurate manner. Walker's mediocre novels would not have received
attention in this thesis if he had not claimed a historical
perspective. The publishers, with Walker's approval, described

Zulu Royal Feather as 'a frank portrait of an epic sensualist who
believed that in propagating so freely he was fulfilling part of the
Lord's plan'.(s) Such sensational description of important individuals
have twisted historical fact out of alluproportion, and it has made

the historians' task of destroying popular myths a much more difficult

one.

Dunn wrote an autobiography, John Dunn, Cetewayo and the Three Generals,(e)
which was published in 1886. The text was prefaced and edited by Duncan

(3) See J.J. Guy, 'The Destruction of the Zulu Kingdom: The Civil
War in Zululand 1879-1884' (unpublished Ph.D. thesis, University
of London, 1975), p.57.

(4) 0. Walker, Proud Zulu (London, 1949) and
0. Walker, Zulu Royal Feather (London, 1961).

(5) Ibid., publishers note in Foreword.

(6) D.C.F. Moodie, (ed.), John Dunn, Cetewayo and the Three Generals,
(Pietermaritzburg, 1886).
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Moodie, an amateur historian and journalist from Pietermaritzburg.
Moodie was a vociferous promoter of British imperial expansion and
an ardent supporter of the British monarchy; he scandalised his
readers by claiming proudly to have had the 'pleasure' of caning
an Australian who had dared to express his republican sympathies in
'his'presence. The preface is more a scathing indictment of Gladstone's
Liberal government for abandoning the Transvaal and refusing to annex

a defeated Zululand to the Empire in 1881 than a descriptive introduction
to Dunn's career. The small volume is interlarded with advice to
sportsmen and accounts of Dunn's exploits as a hunter. One searches
through the text in vain for any comment by Dunn on his attitudes

towards polygamy, or information on the running of his several house-
holds.(s)

own interpretation of several notable events in which he was involved.

Nevertheless, the book is invaluable for it reveals Dunn's

For example, Dunn discusses Cetshwayo's 1873 coronation in considerable
detail. Dunn had the rare distinction of being one of two European
witnesses present. He goes to great lengths to explain his relations
with Sir Theophilus Shepstone, Lord Chelmsford and Sir Garnet Wolseley.
He includes his own opinions on the causes of the Anglo-Zulu war,
and the weaknesses of the post-war settlement.

p
Concepts of individual and group social behaviour in relation to the
natural and human environment are useful to the historian if they -

provide an insight into an individual's attitudes and behavioral

(7) Donald Morris, The Washing of the Spears (London, 1966), pp.620-621.
Moodie wrote two other books on southern Africa:
The History of the Battles and Adventures of the British, the
Boers and the Zulus ete., in Southern Africa from the Time
of the Pharoah Necho to 1880 (Cape Town, 1888); and
Battles in South Africa Including the Zulu War (Adelaide, 1879).
The latter volume contained 'John Dunn's Notes', the material
that was later published as John Dunmn and the Three Generals.

(8) Dunn was apparently reticent and reserved in manner; he
refused to discuss or defend publicly his views on polygamy
or his own reasons for entering into polygamous unions.
?f it had not been for the care taken by one of Dunn's sons
in recording his impressions of life in Dunn's household, this
facet in Dunn's life would have been lost to the researcher.
See Domenic Dunn Papers (Killie Campbell Library, Durban). Ms.2.09.



patterns. The key to Dunn's behaviour is more easily unravelled through

an investigation of the 'frontier' environment of Dunn's youth.

The historical development of pre-colonial Natal has been discussed

by a succession of historians, missionaries, colonial officials and
Nataliana enthusiasts. Early missionaries and settlers such as Allen
Gardiner and Nathaniel Isaacs gave vivid accounts of white-black
relations in their narratives.(g) Graham MacKeurtan and A.F.
Hattersley have written on early white settlement and colonization.(lo)
James Stuart and A.T. Bryant devoted their efforts to studies of the
northern Nguni peoples and, more specifically, to the Zulu kingdom.(ll)
In 1965 Edgar Brookes and Colin Webb co-authored a general history of

(12) In all the works, with the exception of Stuart, various

Natal.
aspects of white settlement and black reaction to white penetration

are discussed, but from a group focus reflecting albocentric attitudes.
In order to reach a deeper understanding of the nature of black-white
interaction in the pre-colonial era it is necessary to draw upon recent

studies of African frontier societies.(13)

It will be argued that a 'frontier' situation evolved in the period
beginning with permanent white settlement in 1824 and before the formal
British annexation of Natal in 1843. An essential task of this
analysis is to establish the economic, political, social and ideological

parameters that characterize a frontier. Arriving at the precise

(9) For example, see Allen Gardiner, Narrative of a Journey to the
Zoolu Country in South Africa (London, 1836); and Nathaniel
Isaacs Travels and Adventures in Easterm Africa, 2 vols.

(Cape Town, 1936 and 1937).

(10) Graham MacKeurtan, The Cradle Days of Natal, 1497-1845 (London,
1930); and Allen Hattersely, The British Settlement of Natal:

A Study in Imperial Migration (Cambridge, 1950).

(11) A.T. Bryant, Olden Times in Zululand and Natal (London, 1929);
and James Stuart and Duncan MacK. Malcolm (eds.) The Diary of
Henry Francis Fynn (Pietermaritzburg, 1950).

(12) See E.A. Brookes and C. de B. Webb, A History of Natal
(Pietermaritzburg, 1965).

(13) See Herman Giliomee, 'The South Afrifan Frontier: A Theoretical
Framework' (unpublished seminar paper delivered at the meeting of
the South African Historical Society, 1977).



definition of a 'frontier' is a most difficult undertaking when one
considers that the 'frontier tradition' in South Africa has been
incorporated into the current debate between 'liberal' and 'radical'

(14)

historians.

The 'transition of the Natal frontier zone to a colonial enclave was

a major factor in Dunn's decision to move to the independent Zulu
kingdom. It is no coincidence that Dunn left a fledgling British
colony whose entire social, political and economic fabric was
undergoing profound changes. The influx in the 1850s of the Byrne
settlers, colonial administrators and clerics played a prominent

role in terminating the state of political turbulence and social
fluidity that was characteristic of the frontier. The cultural and
racial belligerence of the colony's settler population promoted the
institutionalization of western European values and lifestyles - which,
in turn, left little room for white deviation from the newly emerging

and increasingly rigidified colonial order.(ls)

Dunn was a product of an earlier, pre-colonial cultural milieu that
was fast disappearing in Natal by the late 1840s and certainly by the
mid=1850s. By moving beyond the limits of metropolitan control into
Zululand, and by substituting indigenous northern Nguni cultural norms
for those of European origin Dunn at once becomes a 'transfrontiepsman'
as defined by the Isaacmans in their study of the prazeros of the

lower Zambezi valley of Mozambique in the eighteenth and nineteenth

(14) For a brief critique see Harrison M. Wright, The Burden of the
Pregent: Liberal-Radical Controversy over Southern African
History (Cape Town, 1977), pp.63-64, and Martin Legassick,
'The Frontier Tradition in South African Historiography', in
Collected Seminar Papers on the Societies of Southern Africa
in the 19th and 20th Centuries, vol. 2, I.C.S. 1970.

(15) D.M. Schreuder, 'The Cultural Factor in Victorian Imperialism:
A Case Study of the British Civilizing Mission', Journal of
Imperial and Commovwealth History, vol. IV, No. 3, May 1976,
PP.284-285, Schreuder uses the term 'cultural belligerence'
to describe the attitudes and prejudices of white settlers,
officials and missionaries towards indigenous peoples in
British South African colonies in the mineteenth century.
Schreuder contends that an exaggerated sense of cultural and
racial superiority was prevalent among whites living on the
colonial periphery.

I



centuries. In. Dunn's case, we are dealing with a first generation
transfrontiersman.. He represents a prototype of a unique human
class that deveioped distinctive traits assigned to the 'frontier
man'.(16) It is of vital concern to establish Dunn's cultural frame
of reference, for life on the Natal-Zululand frontier moulded his
personality and, in large measure, fashioned his attitudes and

prejudices.

The prefix 'trans' - as in transfrontiersman - implies movement between
two different societies with alien cultures and values. Dunn was a
social product of both European and northernNguni societies; it is
thus essential that an attempt be made to offer an interpretation of
the state and society in the Zulu kingdom and its impact on his life-
style and rise to prominence. John Dunn entered Zululand on a
foreboding note; he was prominent in the Zulu Civil War of 1856,
having fought with the loser, Mbuyazi, at Ndondakusuka. Shortly
thereafter he was invited by the victorious prince, Cetshwayo, to take
up permanent residence in the kingdom and become his amanuensis and
adviser. Dunn moved permanently to Zululand in 1858 and was given a
tract of land in the southern part of the kingdom known as the

'Ungoye'.(17)

Dunn's role in the political.economy of Zululand was of great significance.
He understood thoroughly the advantages that were attached to polygamous
marriages in Zulu society and employed the institution of marriage to
cement alliances with numerous clans in order to secure material
resources and political power. The power of the Zulu kings and chiefs

(18)

had its foundations in the extended kinship system. The number of

—

(16) Allen and Barbara Isaacman, 'The Prazeros as Transfrontiersmen:

A Study in Social and Cultural Change', The International Journal
of African Historical Studies, VIII, 1975, p.2.

(17) Moodie (ed.), Three Gemerals, p.13. 'Ungoye' is spelled 'Ngoye'
today and refers to a low range of mountains in southern
Zululand. The Ngove is approximately twenty-five kilometres
south-west of Empangeni. For the purposes of this thesis
'Ungoye' is used more loosely to describe the whole of Dunn's
domain before the Anglo-Zulu war of 1879.

(18) Guy, 'Destruction of Zulu Kingdom', p.22.



clients and supporters that a chief could muster for regimental duty
depended, to a great extent, on his success in incorporating as many
clans as possible into his political and econmomic orbit through
marriage. The kings, princes and chiefs usually provided protection,
adjudicated legal disputes and allowed the allied clans to share in
their material largesse; in return the clans gave their loyalty and
labour-power. Thus, a system of mutual dependence emerged between

the Zulu chiefs and their client clans.

Monica Wilson used Dunn as a prime example of how an individual employed
the patrilineal segmentary lineage system to enhance his status and

power:

Marriage with stock and polygamy allows a wealthy
lineage to increase much faster than poorer lineages.
John Dunn, the Scottish trader who became a sub-chief
in Zululand under Cetshwayo and married forty-eight
Zulu wives, had over a hundred children. He could
marry many wives because he commanded wealth in cattle.
This is how certain lineages expanded very fast in
Africa.(19)

It is no mere coincidence that Dunn accumulated vital material and
human resources in the Zulu kingdom during the 1860s and 1870s. Dunn's
rapid rise in Zulu society was tied to the political fortunes of
Cetshwayo - it occurred during a period of devolution of politicai
authority. Cetshwayo's victory over Mbuyazi and his subsequent claims
to the throne were by no means accepted by other sections ruled by
ambitious and influential members of the Zulu royal family. Mpande's
control over his rival sons had proved ineffective and he lost

prestige and authority as a result.(zo)

Yet Cetshwayo was too weak
militarily to overthrow his father if other powerful chiefs and

princely rivals combined against the Usuthu. The chiefs and princes

(19) Monica Wilson, 'Changes in Social Structure in Southern Africa‘,
in L. Thompson (ed.), African Socteties in Southern Africa,
(I.ondon, 1969), p.78.

(20) See Rosalind Mael, 'The Problems of Political Tntegration in the
Zulu Empire', (Ph.D. thesis University of Califernia, Los
Angeles, 1974).



of northern Zululand, notably Zibhebhu, Hamu, a royal cousin and
Mnyamana, might well contest such a radical assumption of royal power.
Therefore Cetsﬁwayo acted cautiously and allowed Mpande to remain as

the official symbol of royal authority.(ZI)

In order to increase his power Cetshwayo needed allies; Dunn, an able,

. . mE_s 22
opportunistic and capable individual, agreed to serve the paramount( )
in return for generous economic concessions and a large measure of

(23) Dunn served Cetshwayo as scribe and

political independence.
adviser, but, most important, he was the means whereby the Usuthu
obtained firearms. Dunn's success in supplying guns to Cetshwayo's
followers tipped the military balance in the paramount's favour.(ZA)
Dunn advised Cetshwayo to pursue a policy that would consolidate his
internal political position in Zululand, and Dunn also cautioned his
benefactor from indulging in external military ventures against the
Boers of the Transvaal and their Swazi allies.(zs) In 1873 Cetshwayo's
strategy was vindicated with his uncontested coronation as King of
Zululand. Dunn's role in Cétshwayo's manoeuverings for the throne must
be acknowledged as a major factor in arresting the trend toward
political devolution and in the return to increased centralization of

royal authority. v

Cetshwayo's 1873 coronation marked a watershed in Anglo-Zulu relations
as well as in Zulu domestic politics; it was a ceremony shadowed by
intensive diplomatic negotations between Natal's Secretary for Native
Affairs, Theophilus Shepstone, and Cetshwayo and Dunn. Shepstone took
advantage of the occasion to promulgate laws whose supposed breach would
justify the interference of the British government in Zulu internal

affairs.(26)

The free and orderly passage of migrantlabourers from
the Delagoa Bay hinterland thfough Zululand to Natal was a second major

objective of Shepstone's official visit. John Dunn was later appointed

(21) J.Y. Gibson, The Story of the Zulus (London, 1911), p.123.
(22) Cetshwayo is referred to as the 'Paramount' and the title

is appropriate for the period from 1857 to Mpande's death
in 1872.

(23) Moodie (ed.), Three Generals, p.29.

(24) See Guy, 'A Note on Firearms in the Zulu Kingdon', pp.557-570.

(25) Moodie (ed.), Three Generals, p.26.

(26) P.A. Kennedy, 'The Fatal Diplomacy: Sir Theophilius Shepstone
and the Zulu Kings, 1839-1879', (unpublished Ph.D. thesis,
University of California, Los Angeles, 1976), p.250.
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Protector of Immigrants in Zululand for the Natal government.(27)

The agreement struck between the Zulu and British governments on the
question of Tsonga labour was a notable event; it was the first extra-
terqitorial migrant labour system created by mutual agreement between
a British colonial government and an independent black state in
southern Africa before the advent of deep-level mining on the reef in
the 1880s. This part of Dunn's career deserves close scrutiny.

The whole question of migrant labour must necessarily be approached
from several points of view with equal attention given to the nature

of the economy and society among the Tsonga peoples of the Delagoa

Bay hinterland as well as an investigation of the political economy

of Natal and Zululand up to the eve of the Anglo-Zulu war.(28)

The emergence of the Zulu confederation under Shaka in the 1820s as
the most powerful northern Nguni state created new conqueror-subject
relationships with neighbouring African states and chiefdoms. The
Tsonga chiefdoms, situated between Lake St. Lucia and Delagoa Bay
were subject, in varying degrees, to tributary exactions levied by

the Zulu king and members of the ruling hierarchy.(zg)

N
African opposition to the threat of territorial and economic encroach-
ment by European colonies, republics or rival black states, prompted
many African societies to take innovative action. Legassicks's study
of the early nineteenth century Transorangian frontier led him to

the conclusion that indigenous black peoples employed European
technological practices and co-operated with white settler economies

to bolster their own political and military positions to a greater

(27) See Charles C. Ballard, "Migrant Labour in Natal 1860-1879:

With Special Reference to Zululand and the Delagoa Bay Hinterland',
Journal of Natal and Zulu History, vol. I, 1978, pp.25-43.

(28) See also C. Ballard, 'The Role of Tributary Labour in the Zulu
Political Economy, 1865-1879', in Conference on the History of
Opposition in Southern Africa (Johannesburg, 1978), pp.57-74.

(29) Colin Webb and John Wright (eds.), The James Stuart Archive,
vol. I, (Pietermaritzburg, 1976), p.24.
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(30) The Zulu kingdom

degree than has previously been acknowledged.
during the years of Cetshwayo's political emergence and actual reign
provides an example of how Zulu-Tsonga tributary relations were
altered by the growing white settler-dominated economy in Natal,

yet successfully manipulated to strengthen the Zulu polity.

The introduction of 'alien' black labourers, particularly the Tsonga,
into the expanding capitalist economy of Natal in the 1870s provided
the cash-crop agriculturalists and railroad contractors with much
needed manpower. Natal's decision to conscript African migrants
occurred at a time when internal labour scarcity and regional
competition for labour were hindering the colony's progress. The
creation and implementation of an extra-territorial migrant labour
network was a co-operative response from both the appointed

executive and elected legislative branches of the Natal government

to increased labour demands. The migrant labour policy was, in
essence, a solution born of compromise. Tsonga migrants were held
up as the acceptable alternative to further coercing the Natal Nguni,
by legal and economic methods, into wage labour. The latter was the
ultimate goal of the white settler community, but was clearly

unacceptable to Shepstone and his superiors at the Colonial Office.(al)

The objectives of this particular study of migrant labour are
essentially fourfold: first, to examine the friction that emerged
between the Natal Executive and the Legislative Council over the
reserve system; second, a consideration of the economic factors

which pressured the Natal Executive (principally Shepstone) into taking
initiatives that would provide the settlers with labour without
disrupting the administration of the reserves; third, an account of
Shepstone's scheme for importing Tsonga labourers through Zululand

to Natal, and an analysis of the negotiations between Shepstone,

(30) Martin Legassick, 'The Griqua, the Sotho-Tswana, and the
Missionaries, 1780-1840: The Politics of a Frontier Zone'
(unpublished Ph.D. thesis, University of California, Los
Angeles, 1969), p.6.

(31) For a thorough analysis of settler opposition to Shepstone's
administration of African affairs in Natal see David Welsh,
The Roots of Segregation: Native Policy in Natal, 1845-1910,
(Cape Town, 1971), Chapters, 3, 4, 5 and 10.
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Cetshwayo and Dunn to ensure a safe and orderly passage of migrants;
lastly, an examination of the system in action - the mechanics of
recruitment, transport and lodging, influx control, assignment,

wages and working conditions.(Bz)

No discussion of John Dunn's career would be complete without an
in-depth analysis of the imperial factor at work in nineteenth

century Natal and Zululand. The 'liberal-radical' déebate has

been extended to include British imperialism. Liberal historians,
notably Robinson and Gallagher, see the confederation initiatives

taken by the Colonial Office in the 1870s as an expression of Britain's
commitment to achieve strategic security in southern Africa through

the consolidation of the British colonies with the Voortrekker republics

(33) radical

and through the subjection of independent African states.
historians interpret nineteenth century British imperialism:as the
naturally expansive spirit rooted in the western European capitalist
system. Radical arguments turn metropolitan ministers and colonial
7ficials into agents of capitalist development in southern Africa
~“ther in conscious or subconscious form. The economic imperative
rife in radical writings has stimulated a massive revision of the

(34) Etherington has found evidence that Shepstone was

Anglo-Zulu war.
an imperial visionary who wanted to subject the Zulu kingdom and all
black states southof the Zambezi to British rule. Africans would be
ruled by Shepstonian methods and provide the 'cheap' labour desired

by white mining, farming and industrial interests.(35)

(32) Ballard, '"Migrant Labour in Natal', p.26.

(33) R. Robinson and J. Gallagher with Alice Denny,
Africa and the Vietorians (New York, 1968),
chapters I and III. '

(34) See A. Atmore and S. Marks, 'The Imperial Factor in South
Africa in the nineteenth century: Towards a Reassessment',
Jowrnal of Impertal and Commorwealth History, vol. III,

No. 4, 1972.

(35) Norman Etherington, 'The Meaning of Shepstone's Coronation
of Cetshwayo', unpublished paper delivered at the Conference
on the Anglo-Zulu War 1879. A Centennial Reappraisal,
(University of Natal, Durban, Feb: 7 - 9, 1979), p.37.
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British imperialism in southern Africa is an immensely complex subject.
It manifested itself through metropolitan policy-makers in Whitehall,
through coloniél officials in Natal and missionaries in Zululand

and through such disparate groups as humanitarians and land-hungry

and labour-hungry white settlers. The Zulu kingdom was the focus

of white penetration from official, colonial, missionary and

(36) A study of John Dunn lends itself admirably

humaitarian quarters.
to an investigation of these forms of British imperialism. It will

be shown that the policies of metropolitan officials were often

in conflict and detrimental to imperialists of the settler and official
schools. Dunn's position as a transfrontiersman in Zululand becomes
practically untenable with the approach of the Anglo-Zulu war. The
pressure being exerted by British imperial agents and military officers
completely forced Dunn to 'transform' his political stance from one of
neutrality to one of open and active support for the British military

(37)

invasion of Zululand. Henceforth, Dunn's moral credibility

was compromised in the minds of many Zulu.

Dunn's first real contact with the British authorities began with the
1873 coronation of Cetshwayo as King of the Zulu kingdom. The

period 1873-78 was one of intensified inhteraction and gradual estrange-
ment between Dunn and the British imperial and colonial authorities.
Further, it must be stressed that Dunn's involvement with the British
government is divided into three distinct phases; first, the pre-war

or confederation period (1873-1878) when Dunn's contact is limited

(36) For example see E. Unterhalter, 'Confronting Imperialism:
The People of Nquthu and the 1879 Invasion', unpublished
paper delivered at the Conference on the Anglo-Zulu war
1879: A Centennial Reappraisal, (University of Natal,
Durban, Feb. 7 - 9, 1979).

In February 1979 a conference devoted to a centennial
reappraisal of the causes, conduct and repercussions of
the Anglo-Zulu war of 1879 was held. Various aspects
of the war period were discussed by eighteen historians,
linguists and social anthropologists at the University
of Natal, Durban.

(37) Charles Ballard, 'The Political Transformation of a
Transfrontiersman: The Career of John Dunn in Zululand
1857-1878', in Journal of Imperial and Commonwealth
History, vol. VII, No. 3, May 1979.
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to colonial administrators, notably Theophilius Shepstone, Sir Henry
Bulwer and John Shepstone. Second, the Anglo-Zulu war of 1879

marks a short but extremely momentous phase whereby Dunn is compelled
to serve the British armed forces in Zululand; his involvement at
this juncture is with imperial rather than colonial officials.

Amo;g these are Major General Sir Garnet Wolseley, Lord Chelsmford

(38) The third, or post-

and other high ranking military officers.
war phase (1879-1884), encompasses that turbulent period of Dunn's
administration as a powerful chief in Zululand and the political

manoeuvering behind the Zulu civil war of the 1880s.

British imperial policy resolutions in southern Africa changed from
one of caution and economy to one of expansion and consolidation
with the arrival of the fourth Earl of Carnarvon as Secretary of
State for the Colonies in 1874. Carnarvon envisaged the
confederation of Britain's settler communities in the Cape, Natal
and Griqualand West. Moreover, he deemed it necessary to
incorporate the independent Voortrekker republics of the Transvaal
and the Orange Free State in addition to all independent African
states south of the Zambezi river. Carnarvon believed that this
scheme would relieve the imperial gover%ment of financial burdens,
especially defence, and bolster Britain strategically and

politically.(Bg)

Theophilus Shepstone was given the responsibility of annexing the
South African Republic and, through persuasion or coercion,
persuading the Voortrekkers to accept confederation. On 12 April
1877 Shepstone formally annexed the Transvaal to the Crown.(40)
Having emerged as the Colonial Office's specialist in African affairs,
Shepstone used his enhanced reputation and position as Administrator .
for the Transvaal to destroy Zulu independence and bring it under
British subjugation. Historians of the confederation era have
stressed that Theophilus Shepstone shifted his support in the boundary

dispute between Zululand and the Transvaal to the latter. However,

(38) Moodie (ed.), Three Generals, pp.105 and 115.

(39) C.F. Goodfellow, Great Britain and South African Confederation,
1870-1881 (Cape Town, 1966), pp.51-72.

(40) Ibid., pp.111-115.
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as Kennedy suggests, what is discernible in Shepstone's actions is not
an abrupt shift from Zulu to Boer but a series of manoeuvres designed
t~ exploit the.office of Transvaal Administrator to reduce Zululand
to the status of a British protectorate. Not until 1874 did
Shepstone's expansionist aims in Zululand coincide with the policy

of the Colonial Office.(AI)

Shepstone's takeover of the Transvaal involved Dunn and opened a

The political activity leading up to
breach in their relationship.

Cetshwayo, Dunn and the Zulu ruling class did not see the motive behind
Shepstone's coronation proclamations as a manoeuvre to impose legal
controls on Zulu domestic affairs. They mistakenly believed that

the coronation summit had committed both the British govermnment and

the Zulu king to maintaining the status quo. As Dunn remarked a
decade later, Cetshwayo accepted Shepstone's proclamation as 'but a

(42) Economic advantage had stimulated Dunn and

lecture of advice'.
the king to promote the recruitment and passage of Tsonga migrants
and, in the process, both men were linked and, to a certain extent,
dependent on Natal's expanding political economy. Dunn became a
servant of both the Zulu state and the British Crown - his position
as Protector of Immigrants placed his political activities on behalf
of the Zulu king under the eye of the Secretary for Native Affairs,
and later the Colonial Office. The outcome of the coronation
negotiations served to erode further the independence of Dunn,

Cetshwayo and the Zulu people.

The immediate post-war period (1879-1883) saw Dunn reach the peak of
his power, and fall just as rapidly four years later. On 1 Sept.
1879, Sir Garnet Wolseley, Her Majesty's High Commissioner for south-
east Africa, confirmed the appointment of John Dunn as one of the
thirteen chieftains selected to rule post-war Zululand under the

(43)

terms of the Ulundi treaty. Immediately a storm of protest

(41) Kennedy, 'Fatal Diplomacy', p.318.
(42) Ibid., p.250.
(43) Brookes and Webb, History of Natal, p.146.
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erupted from British govermment officials, Natal settlers and
missionary societies over the settlement and Dunn's appointment.
Bishop John W. Colenso and his daughters Harriette and Frances
emerged as Dunn's most inveterate and damaging critics. They
condemned Dunn for his adoption of northern Nguni social customs,
principally polygamy, and for having 'deserted' and fought against
his benefactor, Cetshwayo, during the Anglo-Zulu war. The bishop
viewed the Ulundi settlement as a cruel mockery of 'British justice'
and denounced Dunn in the most violent terms, exclaiming that 'this
double dyed traitor has been just appointed by Sir Garnet Wolseley
to be ruler of the largest of his thirteen provinces, where with
his native wives and concubines.. he will set a splendid example of

v (44) Frances Colenso was no less incensed than her

morality...
father and wrote that evenCetshwayo's magnaminity could not expect
to be exterided to the 'treacherous and ungrateful' Dunn who 'had

deserted him in his hour of need, and had even assisted his enemies

to capture him'.(as)

The voluminous correspondence and numerous publications of the Colenso
family set the tome for the uncomplimentary and morally weighted
opinions that have coloured past and pgésent historical assessments
(46) As early as 1911 J.Y.

Gibson delved into the realms of psycho-historical analysis,

of Dunn's controversial career in Zululand.

concluding that Dunn was possessed of a singularly mercenary nature
and left the service of Cetshwayo because 'he was of a disposition to
follow rather that course which could conduce the best to his continued

prosperity than the dictates of a sense of obligation’.(47)

(44) G.W. Cox, The Life of Bishop Colenso .(London, 1888), p.528.
Excerpt of a letter from Colenso to F. Chesson, Secretary of
the Aborigines Protection Society, 13 Sept. 1879.

(45) Frances E. Colenso, The Ruin of Zululand: British Doings in
Zululand since the Invasion of 1879 (London, 1885), p.8.

(46) See for instance Cornelius Vijn, Cetshwayo's Dutchman
(Bishopstowe, 1880); this narrative was translated from
Dutch and edited and prefaced by Bishop Colenso.

(47) Gibson, Story of the Zulus, p.189.
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Cetshwayo's biographer, C.T. Binns, echoing the Colenso's earlier
theme, remarked that 'after having received such generous treatment
at the hands of Cetshwayo', Dunn 'had fought against him in the war

(48)

and now was awarded by far the largest tract of all®. Popular

narratives of the Anglo-Zulu war have cast Dunn in the 'niggardly’
role of a latter day Judas; in contrast, Cetshwayo is depicted as

a tragic hero abandoned in his darkest hour by his adviser and
confidant of twenty-two years. Alan Lloyd's condensed re-
construction of Morris's Washing of the Spears, entitled The Zulu
War, 1879, is the most glaring example of this type of sensational
moralizing. Lloyd illustrates his extreme prejudice and ignorance
of Dunn's predicament in his inaccurate account of Dunn's mercenary
objectives in the pursuit of Cetshwayo's brother, Dabulamanzi:
'...he (Dunn) had hastened to place his special knowledge of the
country at Chelsmford's service- an act for which, as he surmised, he
would be duly rewarded. Now he took a gun with him to hunt for his
former friend and neighbour, the brother of the king who had trusted

him'.(ag)

In a similar vein, the less passionate historian has followed the lead
of the Colensos by superimposing moral” judgment on factual evidence.
In his study of Theophilus Shepstone, C.J. Uys, an Afrikaner
historian, contemptously introduces Dunn as 'that polygamous Anglo—
Zulu'.(so) Brookes and Webb treat Dunn with less prejudice: 'John
Dunn indeed deplored the Zulu war and strove to dissuade Cetshwayo
from fighting. As long as he could he remained neutral. But in the
end he f??%?t against him, profited by his downfall and opposed his

return'. However, in the same breath Brookes and Webb negate
their own efforts to assess Dunn analytically by quoting Cetshwayo's

own account of his relationship with Dunn in which he clearly implies.

(48) C.T. Binns, The Last Zulu King: The Life and Death of Cetshwayo
(London, 1963), p.l46.

(49) Alan Lloyd, The Zulu War 1879 (London, 1973), p.l&4.

(50) C.J. Uys, In the Era of Shepstone (London, 1933), p.209.

(51) Brookes and Webb, History of Natal, p.99.
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(52)

Dunn has been treacherous and ungrateful. In none of the above

works have the authors made any serious effort to analyse Dumn in
relation to British imperial policy which really holds the key to

Dunn's defection from Zulu to British political service.

Dunh's name is sprinkled liberally through despatches and other
Colonial Office records from 1877 to 1884. He was in the immediate
forefront of many important political, economic and military events

before, during, and after the 1879 war. Dunn was prominent at the

reading of the British ultimatum to the Zulu nation in 1878.(53)

He and his African soouts distinguished themselves in Lord Chelmsford's

(54)

relief of Fort Eshowe in 1879. Sir Garnet Wolseley reposed the

utmost trust and confidence in Dunn's advice on the conditions imposed

(55)

on a conquered Zululand. Finally, Dunn incurred a great deal of

(52) Binns, Last Zulu King, p.186. Selous, the hunter, recorded
Cetshwayo's opinion of Dunn in his visit to the exiled king
in Cape Town in 1880:
'One very cold and stormy night in winter I was seated before
a large fire in my hut when there was a noise without as if
someone was arriving. I asked the cause from my attendants
and they told me a white man in a miserable state of
destitution had just arrived and €laimed my hospitality.
I ordered the servants to bring him in, and a tall,
splendidly made man appeared. He was dressed in rags, for
his clothes ‘had been torn to pieces in fighting through
the bush, and he was shivering from fever and ague. I drew
my cloak aside and asked him to sit by the fire, and told
the servants to bring food and clothing. 1I:loved this
white man as a brother, and made him one of my indunas,
giving him land and wives, the daughters of my chiefs. Now
my sun has gone down and John Dunn is sitting by the fire,
but he does not draw his cloak aside'.

(53) Moodie (ed.), Three Generals, pp.119-120.

(54) Morris, Washing of the Spears, p.452.

(55) Guy, 'Destruction of Zulu Kingdom', p.84.
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hostility while post-war district chief (1879-1883) through his
vehement opposition to Cetshwayo's re-installation as king in 1883
and he received scathing abuse from Natal's settler community and
missionary societies in his attempts to exclude, or at least minimize,
the?r economic, political and cultural influence in his chiefdom,

and in fact throughout all of Zululand.

The position of missionaries and the nature of their activities in
post-war Zululand is an underworked theme, while the role of the
missionaries as supporters and agents of British imperialism in
nineteenth century southern Africa is being increasingly recognized

(56) African responses to the unabashed

and documented by historians.
cultural imperialism of the mission societies prompted black chiefs
and kings to impose legal and political restrictions on missionary
operations. This compelled the missionaries to seek imperial
intervention and, in most instances, outright annexation. The
activities of missionary imperialists such as John MacKenzie of the
Wesleyan-Methodist Missionary Society in Bechuanaland led to British

intervention in the 18808.(57)

A similar pattern of indigenous
opposition and resultant appeals from wbite missionaries for British
annexation occurred in Zululand immedigtely before the Anglo-Zulu
war of 1879. The politically active missionaries of the 1870s,

in most instances, aligned themselves with the expansionist federation
scheme being planned for southern Africa. But, military reverses

in Zululand and Boer intransigence in the Transvaal altered Colonial
Office policy and precipitated a shift of imperial command from Frere
to Wolseley - a change that frustrated missionaries bent on returning
to a Zululand protectoratedevoid of chiefly opposition and restrictions.
Dunn strictly enforced the Ulundi treaty inthe district and barred

most missionaries from his territory.

(56) See Atmore and Marks, 'The Imperial Factor in South Africa in
the 19th Century: Towards a Reassessment'.

(57) Anthony Dachs, 'Missionary Imperialism: The case of Bechuanaland',
Journal of African History, XIII, no. 4, 1972, pp.648-656.
In 1878 armed clashes between pro- and anti-missionary forces
among the Tswana brought about a British military occupation.
MacKenzie welcomed Imperial intervention and successfully
lobbied for a Bechuanaland Protectorate - the outcome of the
1884 London Convention.
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Metropolitan attitudes toward Christian missionary activity in post-
independent Zululand (1879- ) have received little scholarly
attention. Etherington's studies of south-east African missions
offer the most comprehensive treatment of mid-nineteenth century

(58) Etherington has concentrated

missionary activity in the region.
mainly on missionary-African interaction in Natal, Pondoland and
Zululand in the period leading up to the Anglo-Zulu war. The few
observations which he makes on post-war political relations between

the imperial government and Zululand missionaries are somewhat
misleading; they give the impression that prefects and clerics neither
clashed nor opposed each other. To say that 'for the most part they
(missionaries) accepted British imperial rule as a good thing'(sg)
after 1879 is not entirely accurate. The objective of this counter-
argument is to reconstruct the political and ideological clash that
emerged between the imperial authorities and the Zululand missionaries
and their colonial supporters following the Ulundi settlement of

1879.

Dunn must be seen, essentially, as an agent of metropolitan policy in
the immediate post-war era of Zululand's history. Guy has shown

in his thesis "how between 1879 and 1884; the social unity and material
power of the Zulu kingdom were so weakened that its people could no

(60) Guy also maintains that Dunn,

longer resist colonial intrusion'.
through his influence and wealth, his power as chief over the largest
of the thirteen post-war districts and, ultimately, as a valuable ally
of Zibhebhu's Mandhlakazi faction, was a major contributor to the
disintegration of Zulu national cohesion and the deterioration of

the kingdom's economic infrastructure.(61)

(58) Norman Etherington, 'The Rise of the Kholwa in South-East
Africa: African Christian Communities in Natal,

Pondoland, Zululand'. (Unpublished Ph.D. thesis, Yale
University, 1971).

(59) Norman Etherington, 'Social Theory and the Study of
Christian Missions in Africa: A South African Case Study',
Africa, 47(1), 1977, p.37.

(60) Guy, Destruction of the Zulu Kingdom, Preface.

(61) Ibid.
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While Guy has concentrated on the detrimental effects of imperial and
colonial administration and policy in Zululand, this study of Dunn
will endeavour to chart the formulation of metropolitan policy from
its origins in the Colonial Office through the hands of various
government agencies to its point of implementation on the colonial
per;phery. This particular study of the imperial mechanism at work
in Zululand lays much emphasis on the concentration of civil and
military authority embodied in the South African High Commision.(62)
The manner in which Wolseley, vested with the coercive powers of
imperial decree, constructed the Ulundi settlement and catapulted Dunn
to power and prominence in the post-war period is essential to a more
precise definition of the nature of late Victorian imperial policy

in Zululand. John Dunn was politically and economically resurrected
by Wolseley, and their relationship, founded initially on expedience
and mutual need, was responsible for much of the political turbulence

and strife during the post-war period.

Finally, Dunn must be seen as an agent and a promoter of 'colonization'
in southern Zululand. Cetshwayo's grant of land in the Ungoye gave
Dunn a licence to exploit the natural and physical resources of the
region. His activities as hunter were of such magnitude that he was
held responsible for the denudation of much ?f ;he game, not only in
63

the Ungoye, but throughout much of Zululand. Dunn's invitation

to Zulu and Natal Nguni to settle in his district was all the more
attractive with the promise of material inducements such as livestock,
game and land in an undeveloped and sparsely settled country to entice
them. Between 1857 and 1900 the population of Dunn's district rose
from several hundred to between fifteen and twenty thousand inhabitants.
This dramatic influx of people in less than half a century had a
radical impact on the environment and ecology. Dunn's own vigorous
exploitation is evident with his extensive agricultural operations.

He cultivated maize, sorghum, sweet potatoes, sugar cane and millet;

he also experimented with coffee and cotton. Upon Dunn's death in

(62) See J.A. Benyon, 'The Cape High Commission: Another neglected
factor in British Imperial Expansion in Southern Africa',
South African Historical Journal, No. 5, Nov. 1973, p.30.

(63) S.D. le Roux, Pioneers and Sportsmen of South Africa,
(Salisbury, 1930), p.106.
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1895 the Ungoye had undergone substantial environmental changes -
thousands of acres of natural veldt and forest vegetation had been
cleared, and domestic and exotic crops planted. The rapid growth
of population eventually proved a strain on the resources of the
region: the once abundant game became scarce, overstocking of
paskures caused erosion, and soils became worn out when fresh

virgin lands for cultivation ran out.

It is not the intention of this thesis to pass moral judgment on John
Dunn's career. With few exceptions Dunn has received negative
treatment from most historians and journalists. The Colensoites,
missionaries, Natal settlers and colonial officials have, for a host

of various reasons, all condemned Dunn for marrying African women' and
reverting to 'mativism'. They accused him of being a lawless

renegade, a gun-runner and a treacherous parasite who betrayed

Cetshwayo when it was advantageous to do so. Except where

inaccuracies occur no attempt will be made to prove or disclaim

these moral indictments. To be totally objective in omne's

assessment of an individual is impossible; but most writers have
hitherto failed to be analytical in their approach. One must appreciate
that Dunn was a versatile, complex, deférmined and extremely capable
man. The numerous positions of importance held by Dunn suggest more
than a self-serving attitude of crass opportunism as his detractors

have claimed. They instead reflect a hardy resilience born of a
frontier environment, a capacity to balance successfully his political,
ideological and economic priorities between the colony of Natal and

the independent African kingdom of Zululand, and the ability to adapt to
the pressures being exerted on Zululand by Britain's confederationists

and the imperial officials charged with the execution of that policy.
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"CHAPTER TWO

NATAL : 1824-1856 ¢

THE EMERGENCE AND TRANSITION OF A FRONTIER ZONE

The definition of the 'frontier' as a geographical region where an
advancing western European settlement interacts with the indigenous
inhabitants on a sopial, political and economic level was first
offered by the American historian, Frederick Jackson Turner. He
concluded that the North American frontier was of great importance

in moulding the attitudes of white North Americans before 1900.
Turner saw the boundary of a frontier as being distinct from the
boundary 'existing between soveréign native states'. For Turner

the moving frontier of white settlement was 'the wave of civilization
advancing across the continent', its outer fringe 'the meeting-point

(1)

between savagery and civilization'. Historians influenced by

Turner refined and elaborated his original thesis and sub-divided

the North American frontier into distinct and differing components

of a larger whole: for example, a traders' frontier, a miners' fronmtier,

(2) ’

the farmers' and cattlemans' frontier. South African scholars.

borrowed heavily from the Turner school and applied its principles to

(3)

situations in South Africa.

I.D. MacCrone defined white expansion into the northern and eastern

Cape in the seventeenth, eighteenth and nineteenth centuries as a
frontier phenomenon. As boer;pastorialists moved into territory beyond
the limits of imperial control (either Dutch or English) existing racial
and cultural attitudes were transformed in response to new and often
stressful situations created by contact with African peoples. Out of

this contact and conflict on the frontier white racial, religious and

(1) Frederick J. Turner, The Frontier in American History (New York,
1920), pp.1-38.

(2) Ray A. Billington, Westward Expansion: A History of the American
Frontier (New York, 1949), p.9. Billington interpreted the American
frontier as 'a series of contiguous westward migrating zones, each
representing a different stage in the development of society from
elemental to complex forms'.

3) Eric Walker, The Frontier Tradition in South Africa, a lecture
delivered at Rhodes House on 5 Mar. 1930, (London, 1930).
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political prejudices towards blacks intensified as a means of

(4)

preserving the identity of Afrikaner and Briton.

More recent liberal historians have veered away from MacCrone's view
that conflict between black and white was the dominant feature of the
South African frontier: 'co-operation' as well as 'conflict' occurred
between white and black in frontier areas and more attention has been

(5

given to peaceful black-white interaction. However, liberal historians
still view the frontier as the germ cell from which the present
institutions of white supremacy were spawned. On the other hand,
Afrikaner historians credit the 'frontier tradition' for having produced
much of what is revered in the Afrikaner heritage: 'democracy,
republicanism, racial exclusiveness; indeed a new type of human being

(6)

originated on the frontier'.

In 1969 Legassick challenged Turner's concept of the frontier as applied
by MacCrone to South Africa. Legassick countered with the argument
that "the exploration of attitudes' in a frontier society does not lead
to an understanding of how such attitudes were institutionalized.(7)
Two processes, he argues, were prominent in nineteenth century South
Africa. 'One is the erosion of the political power of non-whites

t1.uugh their absorption into plural communities in a subordinate political
status' - in short, the establishment of white supremacy. The second ’
theme 'is the integration of the peoples of South Africa into a market
economy linked ultimately with the industrializing, capitalist economy

(8)

White supremacy and racist ideologies were institutionalized in a colonial

of Europe; along with this came the diffusion of European culture'.

society not in pre-colonial frontier communities.

(4) I.D. MaCrone, Race Attitudes in South Africa (London, 1937);
and 'The Frontier Tradition and Race Attitudes in South Africa',
Race Relations Journal XXVII, 3 (1961), pp.19-30.

(5) Monica Wilson and Leonard Thompson (eds.), The Oxford History of
Squth Africa, vol. I., (Cape Town, 1969), chapters V and VI.

(6) Giliomee, 'S.A. Frontier: Theoretical Framework', Pels

(7) Legassick, 'The Politics of a Frontier Zome', p.9.
(8) Ib?rdo, pp.2—30
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Legassick utilizes the concept of a 'frontier zone' in explaining

the processes of 'mutual acculturation' and the 'erosion of non-

white political power' in Transorangia, 1780-1840. The political,
economic and social accultruation ofwhites as well as blacks frequently
occurred, and 'the frontier culture in South Africa produced a way of
life substantially similar to that of the indigenous inhabitants'.(g)
A second feature of cultural exchange in a frontier zome is the reaction
of non-white peoples to the acculturative influences of whites.  The
subjugation of indigenous African peoples was not 'remorseless' or
'inevitable' on the frontier as W.M. MacMillan suggests.(lo) 'In fact
non-white societies could, and did, use the techniques and ideas brought
originally from Europe to defend their established systems or in an

attempt to win greater political power within the new plural societies'.(ll)
MaCrone, Walker and historians of the Turner school failed to emphasize
African attempts to defend or extend their power with or against white

elements of the frontier.

Legassick's definition of a frontier zone can be summarized as follows:
a '"frontier zone' existed in a region that was beyond the boundary of

(12) 'in which there was no

effective imperial or metropolitan control,
single source of legitimate authority, in which different legitimate
authorities could compete, and in which anyone who could generate

power for himself could exercise it'. Frontier zones were also created
by white 'refusal to recognize legitimate non-white political authority'
and by the 'refusal of white colonists to recognize the 'residual rights'
over the community from whom land was acquired'. Second, 'frontier zones
are temporary, unstable, fluid and dynamic. Essential to their existence

is a crisis of values, cultural and political, which cannot be resolved by

(9) I1bid., p.9.

(10) W.M. MacMillan, The Cape Colour Question (Cape Town, 1968), p.1l1.

(11) Legassick, 'Politics of a Frontier Zone', p.6.

(12) Walter Prescott Webb, The Great Frontier (Boston, 1952), p.8.
Hereafter Webb's term for Europe, the 'Metropolis' will be
used.'implying what Europe really was, a cultural center
holding within it everything pertaining to Western civilization',
and Legassick, 'Politics of a Frontier Zome', pp.11-15.
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the imposition of superior force' from any one group or alliance of

(13)

groups within the frontier zone. The failure of frontier

societies to achieve stability compelled the metropolitan society

. . 4
bordering the frontier to re-establish order and secur:u:y.(1 )

The pre-colonial period of white-black interaction in Natal has not
been incorporated info past and present discussions of South African
frontier societies. MacCrone, Walker and Legassick have limited their
focus to the Cape and Orange River regions where predominately white
Afrikaans-speaking settlers and British missionaries became involved
with indigenous African societies. The criteria used by Legassick

in the development of a 'frontier zone' can be applied to pre-colonial
Natal. White-black cultural adaptation and the breakdown of northern
Nguni political power follow patterns similar, in many instances, to
frontier regions in other parts of South Africa. The penetration of
white settlers into a territory clearly under the hegemony of the Zulu
polity created that political instability characteristic of a frontier
zone. The introduction of the 'imperial factor' established colonial

Natal and effectively 'closed' the frontier with British annexation.(ls)

i). Mutual Acculturation

In 1824 six men, under the leadership of Frances Farewell and
Henry Francis Fynn, established a trading station at Port Natal.
'They were acting as agents for Cape merchants who sought a large

and ready market among the Zulus from whom they could obtain ivory

(13) Legassick, 'Politics of a Frontier Zone', pp.11-17.

(14)  Ibid., p.18. Legassick asserts that 'in a large number
of cases it was only the British who could exert sufficient
force, or threat of force, to resolve the crisis of values
and authority in the direction of white hegemony, or at least

give it a strong push in that direction'.
(15)  Ibid.
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(16) The traders

(including hippopotamus tusks) hides and maize'.
hoped to develop a flourishing trade with the northern Nguni and
re-route the flow of ivory and hides from Delagoa Bay through the
port.(17) The British traders founded the settlement for purely
economic motives and 'their trading interests transcended any
missionary, political, military or other considerations which might

be suggested'.(ls)

Essential to the growth and security of trade at Port Natal was the
opening of diplomatic relations with the legitimate authority in the
region, the Zulu kingdom under Shaka. Almost immediately upon
arrival Fynn and Farewell fully recognized that they were beyond the
protection of British law which effectively terminated on the eastern
Cape Colony boundary. The traders desired the security of British
rule: to this end Farewell wrote to Lord Somerset, Governor of the
Cape Colony, calling for the British annexation of Natal. Somerset,
in line with Colonial Office policy, refused to sanction any efforts
by Farewell to lay claim to the region and implied that the traders
were dependent upon their own resources in dealing with the indigenous
pwwoles.(lg)
In August 1824 Fynn and Farewell opened communications with Shaka;

they requested and received permission to occupy and exercise authority'

over land surrounding Port Natal.(zo)

While the English traders chose

to regard their rights of occupation around the port as a permanent
alienation of property, Shaka interpreted his grant as a royal perogative
which could be terminated, extended or transferred. The failure of the

port settlers to understand the 'residual rights' of land use and occupation

in northern Nguni society caused ill-feeling and rivalry to develop between

(16) Michael R. Barbour, 'Natal: 1824-1856, a Review of Some Economic
Aspects of the Colony from its Foundation to the Granting of
Representative Govermment' (unpublished Honours thesis, University
of Natal, 1972), p.l.

(17)  James Stuart and Duncan McK. Malcolm, (eds,), The Diary of
Henry Francis Fynn (Pietermaritzburg, 1950), p.56.

(18)  Barbour, 'Economic Aspects', p.l.

(19)  John Bird, The Annals of Natal, 1495 to 1845 (Cape Town, 1965), p.71.

(20) Brookes and Webb, History of Natal, p.19.
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several white traders when Shaka transferred the rights of occupation.

By obtaining permission from Shaka to occupy land and to trade from the
port the traders had, in effect, recognized the legitimacy of Zulu rule
in Natal. The small band of traders had no alternative to this in the
face' of Zulu military dominance, coupled with the unwillingness of the
British govermment to extend its authority beyond the borders of the
eastern Cape. Shaka regarded the white traders as 'client-chiefs' and
expected them to render 'service' to the Zulu state like other tributary

(22) 'Service' to .the Zulu

chiefs within the Zulu political orbit.
monarch could be of a military or an economic nature. Shaka summoned
the white traders to assist in military campaigns against his enemies
on two occasions. His successor, Dingane, readily obtained the
participation of the Port settlers in three expeditions.(23) Although
the English traders regarded themselves as British citizens, they
demonstrated their flexibility in accepting a role of subservience to a
black political authority in return for security and trading prvileges.
By rendering service to the Zulu monarchs the white traders provide
a fitting example of European mercantile adaptation to the political
realities existing in a frontier zone.

o
The adoption of northern Nguni laws .and customs as an alternative to

metropolitan codes provides yet another example of the acculturation of

(21) Barbour, 'Economic Aspects', p.3, and MacKeurtan, Cradle Days,
p.107. Shaka later transferred the occupational rights of
Farewell to James King in 1826 and again to Nathaniel Isaacs
in 1828. For an in-depth explanation of the mechanics of land
alienation in south-east African societies see Max Gluckman,
Ideas and Procedures in African Customary Law (London, 1969).

(22) Wilson and Thompson (eds.), Orford History vol. I, chapter VIII.
Thompson, 'Co-operation and Conflict: The Zulu Kingdom and
Natal', p.349.

(23)  Stuart and Malcolm (eds.), Fynn's Diary, pp.238, 249-251.
Although.Fynn professed his aversion to fighting with the Zulu
army against its enemies, he and other white traders, notably
Isaacs and Cane, obliged, rather than risk incurring the wrath
of Shaka and Dingane. For their efforts the traders were
rewarded with gifts of cattle taken as spoils. Dingane was
most }avish, especially after the successful raid on Sobhuza,
the king of the Swazi, when 15 000 head of cattle were taken.

(21

)
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white frontiersmen. Within six months of white settlement at the Port,
northern Nguni refugees began to congregate around the traders. Shaka's
wars of expansion in south-east Africa had depopulated the vicinity and a
severe dislocation of chiefdoms had resulted. Once these uprooted Nguni
learned that the white traders had been given permission by Shaka to trade
and settle they began to cluster around them seeking protection and a

better livelihood.(za)

The rapid influx of these refugees prompted the traders to organize their
growing community along Nguni political lines. The only alternative to
ruling Port Natal by African customary institutions was anarchy, for the
traders were too few in number and lacked the material and manpower to
impor~ a metropolitan system of govermment on their black wards. From
all accounts, it would appear that the refugees quickly accepted the
traders as the undisputed leaders of the community, and separated into
villages acknowledging individual traders as their chiefs. Henry Fynn
became chief of three kraals scattered from the Bluff south to the
Umzimkulu river. John Cane and Henry Ogle also governed three kraals

each, in the vicinity of the Port.(zs)

A.F. Hattersley attributed the
development of the chief-client relationship to circumstance: 'All lived
from necessity much as the Bantu lived, Cane and Ogle with considerable
establishments at the head of the bay and in the vicinity of the Umlaas
river. Here they governed their tribes with the patriarchal authority

of Bantu chiefs'.(26) .

In 1832 traders from the British settlements in the eastern Cape colony

trickled into Natal. The white population at the Port had increased

from six to approximately thirty by 1838.(27)

(24)  Ibid., pp.22-23.

(25) Webb and Wright (eds.), Stuart Archive, vol. I, PP.99, 109-111.
?he recent release of this edited version of the Stuart Papers
is invaluable in determining African opinions and attitudes in
the colonial and pre-colonial periods of Natal's history.

(26) Hattersley, The British Settlement in Natal, pp.1l4-15.

(27)  MacReurtan, Cradle Days, p.171.
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Following the example of their predecessors (Fynn, Cane, Ogle)

these men gathered Nguni refugees and fugitives from Zululand as
clients. James Collis, Robert Dunn, D.C. Toohey and Richard

(Dick) King, also assumed positions as chiefs over various kraals.(za)
Collis, Dunn, Alexander Biggar and his two sons brought numerous Khoi
retainers with them when they moved from the eastern Cape to Natal.(zg)
The Khoikhoi were employed in the same capacity as their counterparts
in the Cape and Orange river regions - as hunters, interpreters,

transport riders.(3o)

The political adaptation of the white traders to Nguni norms led, in this
case, to social acculturation. Legassick cites examples of white
frontiersmen in Transorangia who deviated from European standards of

conduct and dress.(31)

Isolated from metropolitan influences and

sources of supply Natal's white traders responded to their new environment
by making adjustments in their living habits. Henry Fynn descarded
European clothing for less conventional garb, as his associate Nathaniel
Isaacs intimated in his narratives: 'his head was covered with a crownless
straw hat, and a tattered blanket fastened round his neck by means of
strips of hide served to cover his body, while his hands performed the

office of keeping it round his nether man*.(32)

The dwellings of the traders were modelled roughly along African lines
and building materials were almost exclusively of local origin.
Farewell's house was described as a 'barn of wattle and daub with a

thatched roof and a reed door but without windows'.(33)

(28) Minutes of the Natal Executive Council, (Pietermaritzburg: Natal
Archives), p.27. Minutes from the 7 Jan. 1846 to 17 Sept. 1846.

(29) Webb and Wright (eds.), Stuart Archive vol. I, p.99. ‘

(30) Wilson and Thompson (eds.), Oxford History, vol. 1, chapter VI,
Wilson 'Co-operation and Conflict: The Eastern Cape Frontier',
PP-238-241.

(31) Legassick, 'Politics of a Frontier Zomne', p.88.
Legassick says that on the north-west frontier of Transorangia
references to cultural types such as Willem van Wyk, who 'in every
way behaved and clothed himself like a Hottentot' were not infrequent,
and 'at the least we must recognize a greater degree of deviance
among.white frontiersmen than has commonly been asserted, representing
a society more disparate in ethos, in wealth and status than has often
been painted’.

(32)  1Isaacs, Travels and Adventures, vol. I, p.32.

(33) MacKeurtan, Cradle Days, pp.231.
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Cane and Ogle possessed even more 'primitive' lodgings made of reeds
and dried mud. As late as 1837, Allen Gardiner, the first
missionary to visit Natal, expressed his dismay over the primitive
state of white housing; 'There is only one dwelling there that you
can call a house. The settlers live in the most disgraceful way

and they make do as the natives do ... There is not one there that

has a table or chair among them'.(BA)

Another social characteristic common to the trader-hunter frontiers
of north America and southern Africa is the scarcity, if not total
ahsence of, a white female population. In order to offset this,

white men frequently took wives and concubines from the indigenous

(35)

population. The prevalence of cohabitation among the white chiefs

and their black female clients reflects not only the scarcity of white

women but the degree of integration that occurred in a fromtier

(36)

society. The testimony given by an African oral informant to

James Stuart reveals the extent of white-black unions and polygamy

in pre-colonial Natal:

All these Europeans built on this plan: they all had

a number of wives and ordinary native kraals, but also
differently constructed houses not far off where they
actually lived and at which they received European
visitors. Wohlo (Ogle) and Mbulazi (Fynn) are the

two who had the largest number of wives ... The sexual
intercourse with these wives took place on the Zulu
plan; that is, any women required would be specially
sent for. She would at nightfall come to the man's
house. The man would not go about to each woman's hut
from time to time, carrying his blanket Y%s? him, as less
important men are in the habit of doing.

(34) Gardiner, Journey to the Zoolu Country, p.406.

Gardiner gave evidence to the Aborigines Committee of the
House of Commons condemning the traders' lifestyle.

(35) Billington, Westward Expansion, p.3.

Comparisons can be made between American fur trappers and the
Natal traders in their cultural adaption. Billington remarks
that 'The initial zone was the domain of the fur trappers ...
they adapted themselves to the ways of the Natives, borrowing
their clothes, their living habits, their forest lore, and often
their wives'.

(36) Brookes and Webb, History of Natal, P.-20. Until the arrival of
James Collis from Algoa Bay in 1832, only Francis Farewell had
brought his wife to the Port.

(37)  Webb and Wright (eds.), Stuart Archive, vol. I., pp.111-112.

John Cane, Dick King and Charles Pickman also had kraals with
establishments of African wives.
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Two inferences can be drawn from these statements: first, the

white trader-chiefs were held in high esteem by their black wards
because of tﬁe'security and employment afforded them. Second, it

is evident that in consummating relationships with African women,

the white traders, or at least some of them, adhered to Nguni marriage
customs. The situating of the wives' huts around the residences of
their white chiefs follows the pattern used by Nguni chiefs.(38)
Serious efforts were made by several white chiefs to legitimize

their marriages by the payment of the bride price in cattle Zobola.
After the establishment of British colonial rule in Natal, Henry Ogle
publicly announced in a local newspaper that his eldest son by his

first wife, for whom he paid lZobola, was his legal heir.(39)

While Port Natal's white population adapted to northern Nguni culture,
conversely, white European values made a cultural impression on
northern Nguni society. The Black refugees had arrived at Port Natal
in a destitute condition. The Mfecane had deprived these defeated
people of their most tangible source of wealth and status-cattle.

They were forced to turn even more to hunting, fishing and agriculture

to survive.(ao)

The traders found this situation advantageous for
the refugee agriculturalists provided food in a community where whites
were not interested in crop cultivation owing to the decidedly more
lucrative opportunities in trade. A regular supply of locally
produced foodstuffs meant that the white settlers could devote moré
time and energy to their trading activities. African agriculturalists
freed the traders from less certain and more expensive supplies
imported from Algoa Bay or Cape Town. Gardiner commented on this
complementary division of Port Natal's economy in his 1835 visit:

'The Natives, although but barely raised above the lowest scale of
civilization, subsist by agriculture, while the Europeans live

entirely by hunting ... his usual game is the elephant and the buffalo;

(38) Eil;zn Krige, The Social System of the Zulus, (London, 1936),
PP-34-40.

(39) Welsh, Roots of Segregation, p.98.
(40) Stuart and Malcolm (eds.), Fynn's Diary, p.24.
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and by disposing of the tooth of one and the hide of the other, he obtains

: ‘ (41
a sufficient fund for his present ex1genc1es'.( )

The encouragement given by the traders to their black clients engaged
in agriculture saw a marked increase in grain and vegetable production.
An event of great importance was the reintroduction of maize seed into
Natal by the white traders. The Nguni refugees were quick in
realizing the higher yield potential of maize as opposed to sorghum.
Henry Fynn's chief induna, Juqula, introduced this crop to his kraals
and by 1835 the majority of kraals in the Port Natal area were growing
more than enough maize to supply the needs of the entire community.(Az)
The observant Gardiner noted the conditions suitable for agriculture

and the abundance produced by African cultivators:

The soil, in general, is a light sandy loam, not
favourable for large timber,’ but yielding excellent
crops of Kafir (sorghum) and Indian corn (maize),
ground beans and sweet potatoes; and so abundant
are the corn crops that although it is only
cultivated in patches, and that by natives alone
turning up the surface with their hoes, a great
quantity has been purchased during t?23?resent year
(1835) for exportation to Mauritius.

In a short span of less than eleven years of white settlement in Natal,
a minor agricultural revolution had taken place within the traditional
system of northern Nguni agriculture. Destitute, hungry and diSplaced'
refugees had obtained a modicum of security under the protection of

the traders and had taken up agriculture as their principal occupation.
Maize cultivation and the security of life and land tenure had enabled
the Port Natal Nguni to reach a level of surplus agricultural production.
This trend gained momentum among the Natal Nguni and the growth of a

large class of African peasant enterpreneurs in the first three decades

(41) Gardiner, Journey to the Zoolu Country, p.85.

(42) Webb and Wright (eds.), Stuart Archive, vol. I, p.99.
Juqula increased his status among the Port Natal Nguni
with his growing of maize. He gained adherents to his
kraal and 'in this way food increased and people came to
(Konza him) and to buy seed there'.

(43)  Gardiner, Journey to the Zoolu Country, p.86, and the Grahamstown
Journal, 7 Aug. 1837. The surplus of maize at this time is
seemingly confirmed by a Port Natal settler who wrote to the
Grqhamstown Journal warning prospective immigrants to the Port to
bring all the necessities of life for the only produce to be
purchased were fowls and Indian corn.
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of colonial rule can trace its origins to the frontier society of
Natal.(44)

The black wards at the Port also became involved in the commercial
activities of their white chiefs and this represents another facet

in the acculturation of the Nguni refugees. They assisted the white
traders in the ivory and hides trade as guides, hunters and carriers.
Hunting expeditions under the direction of the white traders were
organized in the search for elephant, hippopotamus and buffalo.

Parties of hunters under Fynn, Cane and Ogle frequently fanned out

over the southern and north-western interior of Natal during this
period. The white traders and their Khoi retainers trained a number

of their Nguni adherents in the use of firearms and they adapted quickly

(45) Gardiner's comments on this subject

to this new European innovation.
reveal the extent of black familiarity with guns: 'For some years
many of them (Port Natal Nguni) have been entrusted with firearms for
the purpose of hunting the elephant and buffalo, and in consequence

out of the whole body some very tolerable marksmen can be selected'.(46)

In any analysis of the acculturation of non-whites in Natal, one must
bear in mind that the process affected two distinct northern Nguni
communities at two levels of differing authority. The acculturation of
the Nguni refugees at Port Natal was a degrading process because of their
inferior status as clients of white chiefs. On the other hand, tﬁe
white chiefs were de facto clients in a subordinate status to the Zulu
king. This dichotomy of political power and cultural influence in a
frontier zone is a fluid and interchangeable phenomenon; one in which
white society can play both inferior and superior roles depending upon

the degree of cohesion or fragmentation present in the indigenous societies.

The Zulu kingdom was influenced by the white traders to a much lesser

(44) See Colin Bundy, 'The Emergence and Decline of a South African
Peasantry', African Affairs, 71, 2885, (1972), pp.369-388.

(45)  Isaacs, Travels and Adventures, vol. II, pp.40-41, 52-54,

(46)  Gardiner, Journey to the Zoolu Country, p.407.
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extent than the Nguni refugees. From 1824 until his assassination
in 1828 Shaka welcomed the traders and allowed dispersed elements of
the northern Nguni to settle under white supervision at Port Natal.
It would appear, as far as records indicate, that Shaka never felt
politically threatened by a white presence at the Port. Shaka saw
two advantages to be gained by allowing Europeans to settle in his
domain: first, the traders could supply him with European articles
and goods, which he prized; and second, the refugee population would
be concentrated under white client-chiefs totally dependent on his
goniwill for economic and physical survival. Shaka clearly regarded
the traders as subordinate allies and used them to his economic and

political advantage.(47)

The dissemination of white culture through trade was limited to only a
privileged few within the Zulu kingdom, primarily the ruling
hierarchy of the royal family, military leaders and the women of the

royal harem or izigodlo.(48)

In this way Shaka elevated the status

of his immediate ruling circle and effectively checked white influence

by not allowing free and unrestricted trade with his subjects. Moreover,
Shaka encouraged the traders to bring their wares to him personally and
he gave generous amounts of ivory in exchange for brass and copper
ornaments, beads, medicines and assorted novelties. So great was Shaka's
longing for European medicines that he ordered his regiments out on large
(49) During Shaka's

reign the vast majority of Zulu were never given the opportunity to

hunting expeditions in order to secure more ivory.

barter with the white traders, therefore economic acculturation was

negligible.

John Robert Dunn was born in 1834 in Port Elizabeth, in the eastern Cape;

(50)

the exact day has never been pfecisely determined. He was the third

of six children born to Robert Newton and Ann Biggar(SI) Dunn, both of

(47) Felix N.C. Okoye, 'Dingane': A Reappraisal', Journal of African
History, vol. X, No. 1, 1969, p.223.

(48)  Stuart and Malcolm (eds.), Fymn's Diary, p.143.

(49)  Ibid., pp.131-132.

(50) '?thelmhmpbell's Notes' (unpublished narrative of early Natal
history, K.C.L.), Folio G, pp.l11-12.

(51) Barber, 'John Dunn and Zululand, 1856-1883" 1 Ann
Blggar’ was the daughter. of a pr’ominent Port I?atal settleely,a rold
Alexander Biggar.
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whom emigrated from England to Algoa Bay in the early 1820s. Robert

Dunn first arrived in Port Natal in 1834 and settled permanently with

his family in i838.(52)

Robert Dunn established himself in Natal as a hunter, trader and
storekeeper and grew prosperous from the trade in ivory, hides and
European wares. He was a junior business associate of Thomas Maynard
of Grahamstown and early Natal settler James Collis. After Collis's
death in 1836 Robert Dunn and John MacCabe assumed full ownership of
Collis's profitable commercial intersts, principally Maynard's Store
situated at the port's harbour entrance (the Point). Dunn conducted
such a brisk and profitable trade in firearms and ammunition with the
Natal trekboers that he was able to pay off his mortgage within one
year. In 1839 Dunn built a substantial dwelling overlooking the bay,

which he named 'Sea View'.(53)

Robert Dunn died in 1847 when trampled to death by an elephant while
' (54)

of the Dunn family declined rapidly aftef Robert Dunn's death: 'Sea
(55)

on a trading expedition in the Natal interior. The fortunes

View' and all the landed property, 2,514 acres was sold shortly

thereafter to settle outstanding debts incurred against the estate.
Anne Dunn returned to Port Elizabeth with her daughters and died four

years later in 1851. John Dunn elected to remain in Natal while his

sisters settled in the eastern Cape.(56)

From the earliest days of his youthJohn Dunn was exposed to this

procuss of frontier acculturation. His nursemaids were Khoi women

(57)

brought from Algoa Bay by Robert Dunn; Cape Coloured and local

African servants were an integral part of the Dunn domestic establishment

(58) ;

at Sea View. John Dunn c&mpensated for his lack of formal

(52) D.D.P., K.C.L., Ms. Dun 2.09, Ms. 1459, p-1l.
(53) MacKeurtan, Cradle Days, pp.239 and 171-72.
'Sea View' was located near the present day Durban suburb of
Sea View.
(54) D.D.P., Ms. 1459, p.1. Robert Dunn died on 4 Sept. 1847, aged
fifty-two.
(55)  s.G.0. III 5/15, No. 6, 5 Sept. 1848.
(56) The Natal Mercury, 19 Nov. 1934. Anne Dunn died on 20 June 1851.
(57) Webb and Wright (eds.), Stuart Archive, vol. I, p.99.
(58) D.D.P., (K.C.L.), Ms. Dun 2.09, Ms. 1459, p.4.
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schooling and a dearth of European companions by engaging in those
pursuits available to him on the frontier. Dunn grew to manhood
in a society tﬁat valued expertise with rifle and horse, and he
accompanied his father on numerous hunting and trading expeditions

(59)

to the Natal interior. Through daily social intercourse with
the .indigenous African populace Dunn learned to speak the Zulu
language fluently, and he observed those northern Nguni social customs

which he adopted later in his adult life.

Necessity and convenience prompted the Port Natal traders to adopt
African institutions. Thus, the traders set the example of
acculturation for Dunn. Robert Dunn known as Misdoni in Zulu, was a

K60} John Dunn's
grand-father, Alexander Biggar - a leading figure in the political liﬁglgf

pre-colonial Natal - sired a Coloured son by an African concubine.-

'chief to several hundred African and Coloured clients.

The extreme isolation from metropolitan society bred a spirit of
individualism and fostered a cultural tolerance amoﬁg many of Natal's
white frontiersmen. These characteristics were instilled in Dunn in

his youth; they surfaced with Dunn's later rejection of colonial society

in favour of life in Zululand.

ii). The Erosion of Black Political Power

A combination of political and economic factors contributed to the

demise of Zulu hegemony in Natal. Central to this discussion is an
examination of the diverse groups, both black and white, that co-operated
and fought with each other on the Natal frontier. The disparity in values
and aspirations between the various factions operating during this period
generated friction that led ultimately to armed confrontation. Political
divisions within Zulu society drove enemies of the king to the British.
traders for protection. This development opened a breach between the

traders and the Zulu King; and the first rift in black-white relations

(59) Ibzd., p.2.

(60) Morris, Washing of the Spears, p.170.
(61)  Ibid., p.141. :
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began at this point.. The second stage in the erosion of Zulu power
occurred with the arrival of Boer pastoralists who aligned themselves
with the port settlers in éontesting Zulu authority. The third phase
in the challenge to the Zulu kingdom came about with the defection of a
powerful Zulu faction which combined with the Anglo-Boer forces to

wrest power and spoils from the Zulu kingdom. Zulu resistance to white
inroads was formidable and white usurpation of power would have been
difficult, if not impossible, without the support of the Natal Nguni and

rebellious Zulu.(62)

When the traders first settled at Port Natal in 1824, the entire region
was temporarily depopulated save for three hundred or so destitute
(63) By 1831

the black population had reached a figure estimated at between two and

members of the Amatuli chiefdom who lived on the Bluff.

three thousand. During Shaka's rule the vast majority of refugees

was comprised of elements that were not incorporated within the Zulu

(64)

kingdom. After Shaka's assassination, Dingane's efforts to

legitimize his rule met with resistance which the Zulu king attempted

to eradicate through execution and confiscation of property. This
internal dissension Qithin the Zulu polity forced opponents of Dingane
to flee for refuge to Port Natal, which by this time was recognized as a

sanctuary. Okoye summarizes Dingane's domestic policy during this period:

The acquiescence of the army legitimized Dingane's
sovereignty, but he still had to consolidate his

position by destroying his real or potential enemies.

And, in Dingane's eyes, these included the favourite

chiefs of his predecessor and his male relatives. They
also included the chiefs of Zululand who had renounced - or
were contemplating renouncing - their allegiance to him.
Finally, the list included any chief or induna who practised
witchcraft, poisoned others, appropriated royal cattle or
disobeyed the king. ~Hatred of the enemies of the state
was in large measure responsible for the 'destructive
murders' which characterized Dingane's domestic policy.(65)

(62) Okoye, 'Dingane', p.223.

(63) Bird, Annals of Natal, vol. I, p.124.
(64) Ibid., p.71. ;

(65) Okoye, 'Dingane', p.222.



39

Dingane meted out severe punishment to those chiefdoms seeking
independence from Zulu authority. Remnants of these rebellious
chiefdoms, namely the Qwabe, Cele and Qadi, took refuge with the

traders at the Port. 'These Zulu refugees naturally had no love for

the king, and were, to a large extent, responsible for the worsening

of relations between Dingane and the white traders for they repeatedly
and maliciously spread the rumour that the Zulu monarch was contemplating
exterminating the whitesr(66) The rise of a potentially subversive

Zulu community under the auspices of the white traders presented Dingane

with a growing threat to the authority of the Zulu state.

The first rift in relations developed in 1831 as a result of John Cane's
unsuccessful diplomatic mission to the Cape colony on behalf of Dingane
who wished to open friendly communication with the British government.
Cane's efforts were sabotaged by two factors: first, British officials
rebuffed Dingane's sincere overtures; second, Dingane confiscated Cane's
cattle as punishment on the advice of his Khoi interpreter, Jacob, who
spread unsubstantiated rumours of Cane's support of a British plan for
the invasion of Zululand. Fed by rumours from the refugees that all
the whites were to be liquidated, Henry Fynn fled southward to the =
Illovu river, while the remaining whites‘hid in the surrounding bush

for safety. The traders returned to Port Natal several months later

on Dingane's assurances that no harm would come to them}(67)

In 1833 a second and more serious incident occurred when a Zulu
expedition, returning via Port Natal from an unsuccessful raid to
recover stolen cattle, came to blows with the traders and théir wards.

Once again the refugees had circulated an unsubstantiated rumour that

(66) Ibid., p.223. Okoye's analysis of relations between the port
and Dingane emphasizes the influence of the refugees in fomenting
strife which ultimately led to complete disharmony and mutual
distrust between Dingane and the traders.

(67) Ibid., p.224. Jacob is a prime example of a black frontiersman
who entered the Natal frontier zone and attached himself to the
legitimate authority of the Zulu king as a means of acquiring
?rivileges and power denied him by the British traders. Jacob's
influence was considerable during this period until the traders
prevailed on Dingane to have him executed for his rumour-mongering.



40

several departing traders had been killed by the Zulu impi. John
Cane's clients reacted to the news by attacking and killing two
(68)

hundred unresisting members of the Zulu army. 'Convinced that

Dingane would seek revenge by an attack on the port, the British
traders quickly abandoned the port and fled to Pondoland. Ogle
everitually returned to Natal; he visited Dingane's headquarters and

69
received assurances that the traders were free to return'.( )

Dingane was clearly in a dilemma as to what course he should adopt toward
the traders and their black wards. Like Shaka before him he coveted

the trade goods that the traders brought into Zululand,(70) but the Zulu
exiles at the port, while not a direct threat to the king's exercise of
power, nevertheless undermined his position at court by their very
existence. As early as 1833 Dingane's chiefs had begun to resent the
sanctuary given to Zulu refugees by the British traders and had, in fact,
begun to urge the king to send an army into Natal to exterminate all

the black people there.(71)

For the first eight years of his reign,
Dingane tolerated the black community at Port Natal because he did not
want to antagonize the traders. Okoye asserts that 'up to 1835 what
impresses us most is not Dingane's hostility towards the traders, nor his
vagaries, but the pains he took to court their presence and his

consistency in the pursuit of this objective'.(72)

By the early part of 1835 Dingane had decided that more persuasive methods
must be applied to the British traders as a coercive inducement to halt
the flow of Zulu deserters to the port. The immediate cause of

Dingane's aggressive posture is not certain but the defection of an

entire Zulu regiment to Natal in the latter part of 1834 may have

provided the impetus.(73)

By April 1835 Dingane's threats against the
port had reached such alarminé proportions that 'self-interest compelled

the traders to come to grips with the problem of Zulu escapees'.

(68)  Gardiner, Jowrney to the Zoolu Country, pp.289-290.
(69) Okoye, 'Dingane', p.229.

(70)  Isaacs, Travels and Adventures, vol. II, p.108.
(71)  Okoye, 'Dingane', p.230.

(72)  1bid., p.223.

(73)  Stuart and Malcolm (eds.), Fynn's Diary, p.232
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The arrival of the missionary, Allen Gardiner, in February 1835
provided the means whereby a temporary solution to the political
. (74)

impasse was reached.

Gardiner, whose interests were spiritual rather than economic,
introduced a new political element into a frontier zome that had
been exclusively a traders' preserve. Initially, the traders gave
Gardiner a cordial reception. They responded favourably to his
efforts in drawing up guidelines leading to the founding of Durban
and in introducing Christianity to the region.(75) The threats of
a Zulu invasion of the port prompted the traders to induce Gardiner
to go to Zululand and negotiate terms with Dingane. This the
missionary succeeded in doing, and in June 1835 the king agreed to
respect the lives and property of those inhabitants residing at the
port, provided that in future all Zulu escapees would be returned to
Zululand.(76)

For a brief three-month period both parties honoured the treaty.
Anxious to ingratiate himself with Dingane in order to begin mission
work in Zululand, Gardiner took an active role in returning fugitives
with the aid of traders, notably, James Collis. Dingane made no
further threats against Port Natal for he was obviously pleased with
Gardiner's efforts in solving the problem of escapees.(77) However,
at the end of June 1835, two white traders violated the treaty by .
encouraging Zulu, especially young women, to renounce their allegiance
and move to the port. Gardiner's influence over the traders waned
when he fulminated against their unconventional living habits,
particularly the taking of African wives. 'Gardiner believed that
the traders were guilty of 'glaring derelictions from Christian duty'

and had a baneful influence upon their black wards'.(78)

Dingane retaliated against the traders' violations by prohibiting all

“rade between Zululand and Port Natal and, with the exception of

(74)  Okoye, 'Dingane', pp.231-232.

(75)  MacKeurtan, Cradle Days, pp.176, 181-184.

(76)  Gardiner, Journey to the Zoolu Country, pp.129-133.
(77)  Okoye, 'Dingane', p.232.

(78)  Gardiner, Journey to the Zoolu Country, pp.213-219.
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Gardiner, refused to permit any European from crossing the Thukela
River boundary. iﬁat the Zulu king did not attack the port is
attributable to the fact that all the traders and many of their
clients possessed firearms.(79) Secondly, faced with the threat

of a Zulu invasion before Gardiner's treaty was concluded, the traders

had organized under Alexander Biggar to defend the port against attack.(ao)
As the population of the traders and their refugee clients grew in size
and strength, their confidence in defending their community increased.
With a view to establishing British rule in Natal, Gardiner saw the
possibilities of employing the refugees in a para-military capacity

under the command of Europeans:

A European military force is not therefore absolutely
necessary either for the support of the government or
the defence of the settlement - a few veteran soldiers,
for the purpose of instituting drills, and introducing
a uniformity of system would be quite sufficient, under
the inspection of one or two non-commissioned officers,
to organize a native force adequate for any necessity
that might arise ... after three months I should have
no hesitation in combating, if necessary, the whole
Zulu army. (81)

Relations between the traders and Dingane were not entirely beyond
reconciliation after the breakdown of the treaty. Tensions were
eased somewhat when the traders consented to assist Dingane's army
in the recovery of cattle from Sobhuza, the king of the Swazi. .
Commercial relations were re-established as a result of the traders'
invaluable assistance in the campaign. The upshot of all this was
that Dingane now demanded muskets and powder for ivory, hides and
cattle. For a short time the traders willingly supplied him with

firearms because of the exorbitant profits to be made.(sz)

Dingane's
insatiable desire for guns was probably caused out of a combination of
two factors: first, a fear of a white invasion from the Cape colony,

and second, concern over the decline in Zulu military prowess as a result

of Zulu reverses at the hands of the rival Ndebele people.(83). A

(79)  Stuart and Malcolm (eds.), Fymn's Diary, pp.242, 250.

(80)  Bird, Anmnals of Natal, vol. I., p.75.

(81) Gardiner, Journey to the Zoolu Country, p.408.

(82) Stuart and Malcolm (eds.), Fynn's Diary, p.249-250.
A port trader, Blakenberg, received 40 head of cattle for one
elephant gun and some lead and powder.

(83)  Isaacs, Travels and Adventures, vol. II, pp.59-60, 79-80.
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permanent breakdown in trader-Zulu relations came about in 1837
when asylum was once again offered to escapees; and shortly thereafter,
sales of firearms were discontinued out of fear that Dingane would use

them against the port.(84)

The c¢lash between missionary and trader on the Natal frontier intensified
with Gardiner's return in 1838. Convinced that the influence of the
British traders over the refugee Nguni had created a community that
deviated from western Christian standards, Gardiner sought out British
officials at the Cape and in London with the aim of imposing British
authority on the settlement. His arguments for annexing Natal as a colony
wcre rejected by the Colonial Office; yet he managed to have the Cape of
Good Hope Punishment Act extended to British subjects living in south-east
Africa below 25 degrees latitude. Armed with this powerless decree and
an appointment as Justice of the Peace, Gardiner returned to the port in
May 1836. Immediately upon arrival the missionary-magistrate summoned
the traders for a meeting where he announced his authority and banned all

further sale of arms and ammunition to the Zulu king.(ss)

The traders, led by Alexander Biggar, repudiated Gardiner's assertions.
Having no real authority, and without police or funds to enforce his
decrees, Gardiner was compelled to leave Port Natal moving twenty miles
northward to the Tongaat River. The traders voiced their opposition

to the Punishment Act by transmitting a written protest to Gardiner‘

which stated that 'Natal was not British territory, but a free settlement'.
The traders also expressed a desire for the British government to appoint
magistrates to 'protect and encourage them, not to threaten and imprison
them'. It concluded by saying that the settlers would 'cheerfully

render obedience to such competent authority as may have the power as

(86)

well to protect as to punish’'.

Two divergent strands of thought are evident in the traders' protest

(84) Okoye, 'Dingane', p.234.
(85)  MacKeurtan, Cradle Days, p.200.
(86) Ibid., p.201.
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and reflect a crisis of priorities common among white frontiersmen.

In the first instance, the traders reveal their individualism by
defining their ‘community as a 'free settlement'. They reject British
authority, as interpreted by a missionary who condemns their deviation
from western European moral standards and who seeks to limit their
lucrative trade in firearms. In the same memorial, the traders profess
a desire for British rule if it will 'protect and encourage them', - in
other words, protect the lives, property and economic interests of the
settlement from the Zulu 'menace' without infringing on their social
and economic liberties. The strained relations between Dingane and
Port Natal created a political instability that hampered trade, and

led to raiding and warfare.(87)

The arrival of the Retief-Maritz contingent of boer families in Natal

in 1838 inspired the traders to adopt measures which would release them
from the economic and political control of Dingane. In June 1837 news
of the impending boer move to Natal stimulated the traders to consider
aligning themselves with the boers. Not expecting any immediate
establishment of British rule, the traders announced that when the boers
arrived 'we intend to form an internal government of our own, free from

the false measures and wavering policy.of the neighbouring colony, (Cape
(88)
L}

colony) and we have no doubt but that everything will then go smoothly
Thus, there was a second expedient shift in the political allegiance of

the British traders: first in 1824 from Briton to Zulu and then a

second from Zulu to boer in 1838.

However perturbed Dingane had grown with the traders over the issue of

(87) John S. Galbraith, Reluctant Empire: British Policy on the South
African Frontier 1834-1854, (Los Angeles, 1963), pp.180-183.

(88) MacKeurtan, Cradle Days, pp.202, 239. The coming of the boers
to Natal had economic as well as political motivations. Commerce
at the port had reached a low ebb by 1838 with the curtailment of
trade in Zululand. The influx of several hundred boer families

: anx%ous to replenish their stock of food, tools, guns and powder

revived business at the port. For example, Robert Dunn and

J?hn McCabe conducted a thriving business in arms and ammunition
with the boers.
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Zulu refugees, he had tolerated their presence out of a fear of firearms
and in the forlorn hope of obtaining guns to bolster his military power.
The trekboers constituted a much more serious threat to continued Zulu
hegemony over Natal. The thirty or so traders and their retainers
could be effectively quarantined to the port vicinity, whereas the more
numerous boer pastoralists demanded large tracts of land in territoty:
regarded by the Zulu as their sphere of influence. Dingane's reaction
to boer penetration was to kill Retief and his party and launch a swift
attack on the boer encampments; the king's strategy was to inflict such

a severe defeat as to force their withdrawal from Natal.(eg)

Dingane's precipitous actions cemented the boer-trader alliance and
generated enough cohesion among the whites to challenge the Zulu power.
The first offensive against the Zulu state came from Port Natal when an
expedition of 2100 Africans under John Cane successfully raided Zulu
villages in northern Natal. This army returned in early April 1838
with four thousand cattle and over five hundred Zulu women and

children.(go)

In the same month Alexander Biggar and John Cane led
a second expedition which was almost completely annihilated by a Zulu
army under the king's brother, Mpande. In late April the remaining
Europeans evacuated Port Natal before the settlement was sacked and
(o1) By the middle of 1838 Zulu

armies had inflicted severe defeats on both the boer and British

burnt by the advancing Zulu army.

settlers. But Dingane's success was short-lived as boer reinforcements

poured into Natal in November of the same year.(gz)

On 16 December 1838 the Zulu army was severely defeated by a boer
commando at Blood river. Zulu domination of Natal was seriously
shaken and Dingane's credibility within the Zulu kingdom was weakened
to the extent that rival princes and factions could openly challenge

(93)

his authority. These fissiparous tendencies surfaced in September

1839 when Mpande revolted and fled with his followers to seek an alliance

(89)  Brookes and Webb History of Natal, pp.31-32.
(90)  Galbraith, Reluctant Empire, p.185.

(91)  Brookes and Webb, History of Natal, p.34.
(92) Galbraith, Reluctant Empire, p.186.

(93) MacKeurtan, Cradle Days, p.242.
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with the boers. Taking advantage of this political rupture in the
Zulu royal house, the boers concluded an alliance with Mpande which
decisively defeated Dingane's forces. Mpande was recognized as king
of Zululand by the majority of his people; Dingane was eventually
captured by the Swazis and executed.(ga)
The British settlement at Port Natal fell within the domain claimed
by the Republic of Natalia and for a brief three-year period the
community ?f ;raders, merchants and their Nguni clients accepted

95

boer rule. Zulu sovereignty in Natal had been successfully
challenged by a combination of white-black alliances. First, British
traders and their black wards had found common cause with the boer
pastoralists; second, Mpande's defection from Zululand to the side of
the boers had tipped the military balance firmly in the favour of the
white frontiersmen. The territory claimed by the boers and recognized
by the Zulu kingdom had tentatively fixed the boundaries of the future
colony of Natal. The last step required in 'closing' the frontier

was the restabilization of the region by an imperial power.

During the first fifteen years of white penetration into Natal, the
British government had been unwilling tp exert its authority in the
area. Policy-makers at the Colonial Office had consistently refused
appeals by the traders and Gardiner to annex the territory. Natal

was not considered economically viable or strategically vital enough

(96)

to warrant the expense of annexation. The attitude of the

govermment was expressed in 1836 by the Colonial Secretary, Lord Glenelg:

His late Majesty disclaimed, in the most direct terms,
all right of sovereignty at Port Natal, and all
intention to extend his dominion in that direction ...
Port Natal is a foreign land, governed by foreign chiefs,
and the government of this country has neither th? 7§ght
nor the intention to interfere with these chiefs. 9

(94)  Brookes and Webb, History of Natal, p.35.
(95)  MacKeurtan, Cradle Days, p.242.

(96)  Galbraith, Reluctant Empire, pp.181-183.
(97) MacKeurtan, Cradle Days, p.210.
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The mass exodus of boers from the Cape colony in 1837 precipitated

a revision of British policy regarding Natal. The establishment

of a boer rephblié and the eruption of warfare with African peoples
threatened to increase tensions on the turbulent eastern Cape
frontier. In November 1838 Sir George Napier, Governor of the

Cape, Colony, authorized the military occupation of Port Natal to
prevent the harbour from falling into either boer or Zulu hands.

With the defeat of the Zulu and the restoration of order the British
garrison withdrew in December 1838. Napier had reacted to pressures
from the Colonial Office which was still opposed to permanent

occupation.(gs)

The change from Zulu to boer hegemony over Natal cannot be viewed

as the termination of a frontier situation. The replacing of a black
authority by a white-dominated power structure represents only a

shift in the direction toward white rule; it does not imply that a
state of permanent hegemony had been reached. The struggle for
political control in Natal was narrowed down to a contesti between

the two competing white authorities of Britain and the Republic of
Natalia. Boer rule in Natal was short-lived because of its failure
to consolidate authority over the dislocated northern Nguni refugees

in an orderly and peaceful fashion.(gg)

The Zulu-boer conflict produced an instability that inspired a massive
flood of Nguni peoples to return to their former lands. The influx
of nearly sixty thousand refugees into Natal between 1839 and 1842
meant increased competition for grazing and agricultural lands.
Squatting and cattle theft were common and boer attempts to deal with
this led inevitably to disorder and conflict. The British government
was alarmed by boer commando raids on south-eastern frontier tribes
accused of cattle theft and the Volksraad's plan for relocating the
surplus Nguni population from the Natal midlands to lands on or near
those settled by eastern Cape chiefdoms under British protection.

Those events convinced the British government that Natal must be

(98)  Galbraith, Reluctant Empire, p.184-185.
(99) Ibid., p.178.
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annexed in order to prevent a renewed wave of chaos and violence

2 100
from erupting on the eastern Cape frontler.( )

Napier despatched a small British force to occupy Port Natal in May 1842.
Beor resistance to occupation dissipated after a brief siege of the port
garrison was broken by the arrival of a relief force in the same

month.(101)

British settlers at the Port (Durban) readily shifted
their allegiance to Britain, having grown disgruntled over the economic
and political restrictions imposed on them by the Volksraad in

(102)

Pietermaritzburg. Mpande prudently followed the example of the

British settlers and pledged his loyalty to the British authorities
and offered the services of his army in expelling the boers.(103)
With the formal British annexation of Natal in 1843 a re-ordering of

the political and social structure along permanent colonial lines

began to take place. The annexation of Natal signalled the transformation

of a '"frontier zome' into a colonial territory.

The concept of a 'frontier zone' has much utility for it serves

to distinguish frontier societies from those that emerge in a colonial
situation. Integral to Legassick's concept are the 'two analytically
distinct' yet inter—-connecting processes of 'acculturation' and the
'erosion of non-white political power'. Legassick contends that

these two processes transcend and incorporate other important developments.
These processes begin in frontier zones and reach their ultimate

conclusion with white authority firmly established throughout South Africa
by 1910. (104)

The 'frontier concept', while being tied to a broader theoretical
framework, is, nevertheless, a flexible and practical tool in explaining
the mechanics of interaction between culturally.diverse groups. For
example, historians like Hancock and Billington recognize group diversity

on the South African and American frontiers respectively. Their method

-

(100)  Ibid., pp.193-196.

(101)  Brookes and Webb, History of Natal, p.39.

(102) MacKeurtan, Cradle Days, pp.260-271.

(103)  Brookes and Webb, History of Natal, p.42.

(104)  Legassick, 'Politics of a Frontier Zome', pp-8-9.
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: " . 5 . _ (105)
of group differentiation lies in an examination based on separation.

Legassick points out that while frontiers are separable in theory they
are not so in étactice.' In Transorangia (1780-1840) missionaries,
traders, soldiers and boer pastoralists all operated in the area
during this period. These white frontiersmen made contact with

the indigenous inhabitants creating a fromtier situation corporately

(106) In Natal's case, traders, missionaries, boer

not singly.
pastoralists and Khoikhoi frontiersmen mingled with the northern

Nguni to create a frontier zome.

Until recently, South African frontier historiography has been
dominated by albo-centric and ethno-centric works. Legassick
attempts to correct this interpretational imbalance by focussing
attention on the roles played by Africans in frontier zones.

The process of 'nmon-white power erosion' is Legassick's vehicle

for elaborating on the political and cultural dynamics of African
states in response to white encroachment. The system of shifting
alliances that sprang up between various groups on the Natal
frontier is one of the most important developments leading to the
eventual eclipse of Zulu authority. .Initially, Shaka and Dingane
displayed considerable skill in statecraft by using the British
traders to strengthen their political power. However, the diverse
and often conflicting interests of black and white groups produced
an instability that re-aligned forces against the Zulu state. Zulu
authority was curtailed by a black-white alliance composed of Britonms,

boers and rebellious elements within the Zulu kingdom.

The emergence of a frontier zonme in Natal altered the political

and economic life of the northern Nguni. Refugees scattered by
the wars of the Mfecane, and Zulu unwilling to submit to the rule
of Shaka and Dingane, found alternatives to privation and execution
by becoming clients and allies of the British and the boers. The
alternatives offered by white frontiersmen served to split the
African population into two distinct sections: namely, the

independent Zulu kingdom and the Natal Nguni. The cleavage between

(105) See W.K. Hancock (ed.), 'Perspective View', Survey of Common-

wealth Affairs, vol. II, pp.6-18; and Billingt W
Expansion, pp.3—8. ’ ’ N RS
(106)  Legassick, 'Politics of a Frontier Zone', p.10.
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the two groups became more pronounced in the colonial era as the
Natal Nguni increased in numbers and as acculturation to western
values made deeper inroads. The re-introduction of maize and the
creation of a market for agricultural surpluses stimulated the Natal
Nguni to become peasant farmers and to desire European trade goods.
Thus, the frontier period in Natal can be interpreted as the
introductory phase in the transition of black and white to a colonial

regime.

iii). Transition and Effects of 'Closure'

The transition of the Natal frontier zone to a British colony can be
divided into four distinct yet over-lapping areas: first, the structure
and composition of the colonial administration before and up to the eve

of 'responsible' government in 1856; second, a discussion of the various
white and black ethnic groups that flowed in and out of Natal during

the transition phase, and an analysis of the immigration of large

numbers of Britons to the colony; third, an examination of the British
settlers’' antagonism towards Africans and white renegades must incorporate
cultural factors as well as those related to the political economy.
Moreover, a comparison of frontier and colonial attitudes.in Natal reveals
sharp contrasts. Dunn's attitudes and behaviour when studied against

the backdrop of the colonial transition suggest a number of factors that

motivated Dunn to leave the colony and settle in Zululand.

On 31 May 1844, Natal was annexed as an autonomous district of the Cape

(107)

colony. The new appendage was 'reluctantly' acquired; it had

been added to the Empire by Britain to bring about stability among the
African peoples of the region. This measure would, it was hoped, impose
order and lessen the incessant warfare and raiding on the eastern Cape
frontier. The rise of the Republic of Natalia presented a potential'
threat to Britain's strategic security in the region and the Colonial

Office wanted to prevent the boers from gaining an outlet to the sea.

(107)  Brookes and Webb, History of Natal, p.48.
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Also, the British government wanted to forestall any attempts by the
. . ) . . . 108

boers to develop diplomatic ties with rival foreign powers.( )
Beyond her strategic requirements in Natal, Britain considered the new

(109) there were no known

colony to be of little economic value;
deposits of valuable metals or minerals to boost the territory's
development. Ivory, hides and skins provided the only source of export
income. Recalcitrant Boers, numbering several thousand, far outnumbered
the few hundred British settlers clustered around the immediate vicinity

of Durban. The African population was still in the throes of post-Mfecane
dislocation with ever-increasing numbers returning to Natal to re-occupy
their old homes with the boundaries of Zulu authority pushed back across
the Thukela river. Their numbers were estimated at between eighty and

(110) Natal was a backwater

one hundred thousand in the early 1840s.
of British settlement; as late as 1838 prospective white immigrants

were warned of the 'primitive' conditions to be encountered:

They were to rely on their own resources for the
comforts and clothing required for their families

for at least a year; they were to provide themselves
with plenty of tools and spare parts for their
agricultural implements, as well as a stock of
colonial cattle. <+« At the time of my writing

this nothing except Indian corn and few fowls can be
purchased. Tea, sugar, flour, are luxuries not
even thought of, cloth very scarce; oxen or milch
cows are not to be purchased for cash.(111)

These were the major problems and conditions that confronted the new
colonial administration that took office in December 1845.(112) At
the centre of Natal's govermment were the Lieutenant-Governor,
Colonial Secretary, Crown Prosecutor and Diplomatic Agent to the
Native Tribes; the posts of Colonial Treasurer, Postmaster and
Registrar of Deeds were assumed by the Colonial Secretary and

ro“" ..t the caution and extreme economy exercised by the Treasury over
(:zionial Office finances. The Lieutenant-Governor was subordinate to

the Cape Governor; Parliament and the Cape Legislative Council were

(108) Uys, In the Era of Shepstone, pp.20-21.

(109)  Bird, Annals of Natal, vol. II, p.86.

(110)  Bryant, Olden Times in Zululand and Natal, pp.41-43.
(111)  The Grahamstowm Journal, 7 Aug. 1837.

(112)  Brookes and Webb, History of Natal, p.54.
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the only official bodies empowered to legislate on Natal's behalf.
The Natal Execut1ve Council, .composed of the L1eutenant-Governor and
his top-ranking officials, could not legislate for the District of
Natal: representative government in any official form was not
introduced until 1856.(113)

With limited finances and a skeleton staff the new administrators
nevertheless implemented major reforms which dramatically affected
all population groups in Natal. The first crisis arose between the
boers and the administration over the question of land apportiomment.
The boer pastoralists claimed hundreds of thousands of acres in the
Natal midlands. Many boers considered a farm of five or six thousand

(114) Most British

acres to be just sufficient to support one family.
officials considered the boers' claims exorbitant. The Colonial Office
desired smaller holdings, registered survey and cash payments.

Colonial Office insistence on a proper survey of Natal lands threw

the whole claims issue into confusion. Between 1843 and 1847 much of
the colony was eventually surveyed. But the long delay angered and
frustrated the boers to the point where the vast majority of them had

left Natal by 1848 for the Transvaal.(lls)

The second problem facing the colonial govermment was the administration
of African affairs. The appointment in 1845 of Theophilus Shepstone
as Diplomatic Agent to the Native Tribes in Natal was an event of '
major importance in the history of the colony; for nearly thirty
years Shepstone dominated the administration of African affairs from
the formulation of policy down to its implementation and enforcement.(116)
Practically unaided, and with little money, Shepstone in 1846-1847 moved
nearly eighty thousand Natal Nguni into the locations which he had created

(117)

for their occupation. Shepstone instituted 'Native Customary Law'

(113)  I1bZd., pp.54-56.

(114)  Hattersley, The British Settlement of Natal, p.62.

(115)  Brookes and Webb, History of Natal, p.61.

(116) Bird, Annale of Natal, vol. II, p.473.

(117)  E.H. Brookes and N. Hurwitz, The Native Reserves in Natal,
vol. III, (Durbam, 1952, Natal Regional Survey), Chapter 1.
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to govern Africans living in the reserved areas; this was a legal
contrivance that Shepstone designed in order to separate African

legal administration from the ordinary Roman-Dutch law that governed
Europeans. Shepstone's colleagues and white settlers, both British

and boer, criticized the location system on the grounds that the reserve
areas were too large in acreage and the abundance of land available to
Africans made them economically independent and, therefore, unwilling

. 8
to enter the employ of white sett:lers.(11 )

As the last remnants of the boers trickled out of Natal for the
Transvaal a fresh wave of five thousand British immigrants poured

(119) They were known as

into the colony between 1849 and 1850.
the Byrne settlers and they were instrumental in the entrenchment of
colonial institutions in Natal. White settlers with British

sympathies now outnumbered the dwindling boer community. By

1855 settlements had been established along the coast and in the interior;
Verulam, Richmond and Greytown were founded as a result of the rapid rise
in the white population. Pietermaritzburg, the capital, and Durban,

the only seaport, each accumulated nearly two thousand white

residents.(lzo)

The Byrne settlers affected the political, social and cultural life of
Natal. Churches, schools and libraries were built; John W. Colenso
was invited to settle in Natal, becoming the colony's first Anglicén
bishop in 1859.  Agricultural shows were held and botanical gardens

(121)

planted; newspapers appeared in Pietermaritzburg and Durban - the

Natal Witness in 1845 and the Natal Mercury in 1852.

There was a marked contrast between the pre-colonial hunter-trader
frontiersman and the new colonial settler in their respective attitudes
towards Africans. The post-frontier settler displayed a racial and |
cultural chauvinism that had never been prevalent among the early Port
traders. The white population had nearly quadrupled with the arrival

of the Byrne immigrants, yet the white population paled into insignificance
when compared to the number of Africans. The entire settler community
numbered approximately eight thousand in 1855. Africans in Natal still

outnumbered whites by fifteen to one. Impressed by, and at the

(118)  Welsh, Roots of Segregation, Chapter 3.

- (119)  Brookes and Webb, History of Natal, p.56.

- (120) Hattersley, British Settlement of Natal, p.315.
(121) Brookes and Webb, History of Natal, p.65.
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same time fearful of the black majority, white settlers reacted
vociferously to any real or imagined threats p?:;g)by Africans to their
political, ecoromic and cultural institutionms. '
The ideological currents running through nineteenth century European
societies were transferred far beyond Europe by its colonists.

Wesgern Europe experienced a great burst of cultural and spiritual
vitality throughout much of the nineteenth century. Europeans believed
firmly in the superiority of their technology, their faith in
Christianity and their systems of govermment and jurisprudence; they
also held the view that Europeans and the white race in general

were innately superior and far more 'advanced' than non-white races.
Britain, perhaps more than any other European nation, took to heart

the belief that their political and cultural institutions were of a
higher calibre than that of all other nations and ethnic groups. Imbued
with these notions of superiority, Britons carried their ideals and
prejudices with them to Britain's colonial territories and spheres of

influence throughout Africa and Asia.(123)

Victorian cultural
imperialsim was given expression in the activities of the Aborigines
Protection Society (A.P.S.), the Church Missionary Society (C.M.S.),
the London Missionary Society (L.M.S.), end by innumerable British
settlers, merchants and government officials who came into contact

with African and Asian societies.

Schreuder has noted the 'cultural belligerence' that existed among
settlers and officials in the mid-nineteenth century Cape colony.(124)
The indigenous African peoples of southern Africa were considered
'uncivilized' and 'heathen' by white British colonistsslzs) Natal
settlers, missionaries and officials adhered to the same creed of
superiority as their counterparts in the Cape colony; they felt it was

their 'moral' duty to 'civilize' and Christianize the northern Nguni of

(122) Etherington, 'Rise of the Kholwa', p.34.

(123)  See Robinson and Gallagher, Africa and the Vietorians, pp.1-3.

(124)  Schreuder, 'The Cultural Factor in Victorian Imperialism',
pp-283-284.

(125)  Ibid., pp.284-285.
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Natal and Zululand. The sense of moral commitment to raising the
African from a state of 'savagery' and 'ignorance' to omne of 'industry’
and 'enlighterment' was real. This sense of commitment should not be
treated solely as a superficial moral contrivance by the settler
community to justify their méin objective - the economic exploitation

and the political subjugation of Africams.

The fact that Africans should be subservient to Europeans was not
incompatible with the principles attached to the settlers' 'civilizing'
mission. Blacks were thought to be in an infant stage of cultural
development, and the Natal settlers considered it only 'natural' and
correct that they should maintain their superiority in all spheres of human
endeavour in order to guide, goad, and, if necessary, coerce their
'childlike' wards along the path to 'civilization'. That Africans far
out-numbered Europeans in Natal -lent an even greater sense of urgency

to the 'civilizing' mission. The Natal Witness defined most accurately

the settler community's perception of Africans:

The other class of our colonial population consists

of men in a state of infancy as regards civilization.
They are far more numerous than the Europeans, and

their numbers are likely to be increased by additions
from the adjacent tribes. Scattered over large tracts
of country, and unimpelled by want, they have worn their
lives away up to the present time in slothful indolence,
to the full development of the depravity of human
nature.(12

The 'native' problem loomed large in the settler mind and Africans were
held responsible for complicating the problems attached to 'land, labour

and security'.(127)

The tensions surrounding black-white relations in
Natal only intensified the level of cultural intolerance focussed on ,
white 'deviants' who went 'native' by taking African wives and borrowing
African institutions. The religious and secular guardians of European

civilization in Natal were aware of the adoption of African customs by the

(126) Natal Witness, 15 Jan. 1847.
(127)  Walker, History of Southern Africa, p.186.
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(128)

early Port Natal traders. The Witness told its readers that a

combination of environmental and alien cultural influences had a

debilitating effect on Europeans living in the colony:

There are, however, several causes which seem to
. operate injuriously on the character of the Natal

colonists as a colonist ... unfair and ungrateful
though it may seem to avow it, the mild temperature

X of the climate, and the exuberant fertility of the
soil, appear calculated to pamper an indolence and
lifelessness which the presence of native depravity,
and the absence of powerful incentives to civilized
refinements are by no means less adapted to induce.
Removed far from the influences that are upon him
on every side while in the heart of the civilized
world; and cut off from many of the enjoyments of
social intercourse, and public engagements, the
Natal colonist is in danger of falling in true
nobleness. (129)

The examples of Fynn, Cane and Ogle, who married African wives and
sired coloured offspring, were despised by the colony's new settlers.
As late as 1856 intending immigrants were warned of the unnatural

social conditions existing in Natal:

no one should emigrate to Natal who would find it
difficult to deny himself the enjoyments of
civilization and who would not be satisfied with

a semi-wild, simple farm life. It is not necessary
to deny oneself intelligent company altogether,
because many of the English colonists belong to the
educated class, but many of them do not see a white
face for nine months. I strongly advise that the
emigrant should come here as a married man. For
several reasons I consider that absolutely essential,

particularly as there is a shortage of young ladies
here.

The post-annexation settlers were not dependent on the Zulu king or
white frontier 'interest groups' like the trekboers for security of
life or property. However, the establishment of colonial rule in
Natal did little to relieve the settler community of its morose concern
at being so near the borders of the Zulu kingdom - southern Africa's

most militarily formidable black state.(131) An exploration of nineteenth

(128) Welsh, Roots of Segregation, p.42.

(129) Natal Witness, 15 Jan. 1847.

(130) O0.H. Spohr (ed.), The Natal Diaries of Dr. W.H.I. Bleek
(Cape Town, 1965), p.36.

(131) Wilson and Thompson (eds.), Oxford History, vol. I, chapter IX,
Thompson, 'Co-operation and Conflict: The High Veld', p.383.
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century Natal settler attitudes reveals a fear and suspicion of

almost hysterical proportionms.

Settler anxieties over the overwhelming numerical superiority and
close proximity of the Natal Nguni and the neighbouring Zulu only
seryed to galvanize the already exaggerated sense of cultural 132y
and racial superiority characteristic of the settler community.

White settler fears of being engulfed by the African population bred

intolerance towards those Europeans who adopted an African lifestyle;
white 'deviation' from western European cultural norms was met with

ostracism in all spheres of Natal colonial life. The 'acculturated'
white frontiersmen either renounced their African affiliations or, as
in Dunn's case, refused to yield to settler pressure and moved beyond

the reach of colonial authority to a new frontier.

Against this background of ever-tightening colonial rule and the
growing demands that Europeans conform to European standards,

John Dunn became alienated from Natal's changing society. Personal
tragedy and financial setbacks soured his attitude even more. The
1846-47 Lands Commission found that Dunn's father owned 2,514 acres
(133) 3. 1851 both

of Dunn's parents had died and the estate sold to settle outstanding
(134)

of land and a prosperous trading store in Durban.

debts.

At this juncture in his life John Dunn, now seventeen years old, with
little formal education, and no trade or skill, set about the task of
fending for himself. His proficiency with a rifle and his extensive

knowledge of the immediate Natal hinterland earned him a meagre living

(132) Ibid., The editors contend that 'Natal settlers very quickly
acquired a racialistic attitude to the colonial situation.
In the first few years the dominant impressions many settlers
had of Africans were a consciousness of their difference, a
fear of their numbers, and a disappointment at their instrumental
deficiencies'. Wilson and Thompson admit 'there are no
substantial studies of the history of race attitudes among
white South Africans' except the works of I.D. MacCrone (See
Chapter 1).

(133) S.G.0., 5/15, Vol. 6, 25 Sept. 1848.

(134)  Moodie (ed.), Three Generals, p.2.
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as a guide for hunting parties, his patrons being the British officers
garrisoned at Durban. This income proved insufficient and Dunn turned

to transport riding;' after a journey to the Transvaal on behalf of a
Durban businessman, he returned to find that he would not be paid his
honorarium. The unscrupulous employer refused Dunn payment for his
services on the technicality that under Roman-Dutch law he (Dunn) was
under the legal age entitling him to negotiate and demand a wage.
Thoroughly disillusioned and without funds Dunn stated that he 'renounced
civilization' and left Durban for the frontier lands on the border between

Natal and Zululand.(135)

Dunn's 'renunciation' of Natal's colonial society reflects more than
cultural alienation. His motives for moving to the frontier were
most urgently economic. White settlers found only limited economic
opportunities in Natal during the first two decades of colonial rule.
There is evidence to suggest that farming was not a profitable
occupation in Natal until the establishment of the sugar cane industry
in the 1860s.

The Byrne settlers found upon arrival in Natal that land companies and
speculators owned a goodly proportion of the best agricultural and
grazing lands in the colony. These same land companies and absentee
landlords kept the price of land high with the result that many new
immigrants found it difficult, if not impossible, to purchase enouéh
productive land to earn a reasonable 1iving.(136) Furthermore, the
absentee owners rented their unoccupied lands to Africans; these black
tenants produced maize, sorghum, vegetables and livestock and sold their
surpluses on the open markets in the major towns of the colony.(137)
Thus, black farmers came into direct competition with struggling settler
agriculturalists. Bundy's work on the development of a black farming
class in nineteenth century southern Africa revealed that African |

peasants did indeed pose a serious economic threat to white farmers:

(135)  Ibzd.

(136)  See Henry Slater, 'The Natal Land and Colonisation Company
1860-1948" in The SocZieties of Southerm Africa in the 19th
and 20th Centuries, vol. IV, (I.C.S. 1972-73), pp.41-52.

(137)  Bundy, 'African Peasantry', pp.373-374.
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Natal's peasants were rapidly becoming rich and
independent, complained the 1852-53 Native Affairs
Commission; 'they preferred the most independent
state, and hence has arisen the uniformly
insufficient supply of labour'. The major
proprieters in the colony found that their easiest
source of revenue lay in renting land to Africams,

. prior to 1870 these latter were able to withstand
pressures on them to work for the white man and had
been able to pay their taxes by selling off their
surplus grain or cattle.

Perhaps no other single written work reveals settler attitudes more
graphically and exhaustively for.this period than the findings of the
'Report of the Commission of 1852-53',(139) which Etherington labelled
ac "some of the most unabashed paeons to European superiority to be
found in the whole dismal literature of settler raciém‘slao) The
Commission was packed with an overwhelming majority of land-owning
settlers; their opinions and prejudices were sprinkled throughout the

body of the report.(lal)

Broken down to its essentials, the report
blamed Shepstone for having created a location system that was

dangerous to the security of the colony. The report found that the
chief fault lay in the over-abundance of land allocated to the

reserves where Africans would be capable -of fomenting sedition and
rebellion that would be hard to quell. And, the 'generous' acreage
made available to Africans fostered an economic’ independence which
inhibited the potentially abundant supply of labour - labour which.
could be mobilized to aid the settlers in the development of the colony's
economy. The report concluded that Shepstone and his colleagues on

the earlier 1846-47 Lands Commission had 'failed chiefly owing to the
size of the locations recommended, which led it to trespass largely on
the private rights of proprieters of farms, and also dried up the source
whereby an abundant and continuous supply of kaffir labour for wages

might have been procured'.(142)

(138)  Ibid., p.374.
(139)  The full title reads 'Proceedings and Report on the Commission
ﬁﬁgﬁénte§ tohIng9ire.intofthe Pa?t and Present State of the
irs in the District of Natal'. ici
(140)  Etherington, 'Rise of the Kholwa', pfngICIal SHREg S50 CRaGekets
(141)  Brookes, History of Native Poliey, pp-53-55.
(142) 'Proceedings and Report', p.4.
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Considering the restricted scope of Natal's early economy Dunn and

other settlers found that hunting and trading offered more profitable
returns and required a much smaller investment than farming. In fact
colonial societies, such as Natal in the 1840s and 1850s, predictably
exploited the most visible, accessible and readily profitable material
resources available. The natural environment of Natal and Zululand
supported a large variety and number of wild and domesticated animal life.
Much of Natal and Zululand is well watered and conducive to the growth

of a rich flora.(143)

The rich natural pastures and forest-savannah
vegetation provided forage and shelter for much sought after game animals
such as elephant, rhinocerous, hippopotamus, buffalo, springbok, and
monkey. The northern Nguni of Natal and Zululand were stockkeepers and
had many thousands of head of cattle in their possession. Thus, through
trade, barter and hunting the Natal settler could obtain ivory, hides,

and cattle which could be easily converted into hard cash.(laa)

It was
not uncommon for a number of the early white settlers to engage in full,

or even part-time hunting and trading in Natal and Zululand as a means

of accumulating much needed capital or supplementing a meagre farming
income. Samuelson told how his friend, John Clark, a well known Natal
trader got his financial 'start in life' through the sale of the 'hides,
(145) As late as 1883,

one observer of the Natal hunter-trader fraternity described his pattern

tusks and horns of the animals he shot in -Zululand.
of activity:

The trip over, he returns to Natal, his wagon emptied

of the goods he carried up with-him, but, in their place,

loaded with hides, buekskins, horns, a little ivory perhaps

- anything that will find a market in the colony - and driving
along with him a choice head of sleek Zulu cattle. All of which
he disposes of, either to buy a fresh load and start off again,
or to return to his farm; for some combine trading with their

ordinary farming pursuits, taking a periodical trip into
Zululand. (146)

(143)  Guy, Destruction of the Zulu Kingdom, pp.4-9.

(144)  B. Mitford, Through the Zulu Country, (London, 1883), p.129.
(145)  R.C.A. Samuelson, Long, Long Ago (Durban, 1929), preface.
(146)  Mitford, Through the Zulu Country, p.130.
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If calculated in terms of income earned for Natal's early economy,
the contributions of the hunter-trader were out of all proportion

to their relatively small numbers. The official govermnment figures
for the value of commodities exported from Natal show that ivory

and ox and cow hides were consistently the colony's most important
earners of foreign exchange for the period 1853-1863. Their annual

value in pounds sterlingwas as follows:

YEAR IVORY OX AND COW HIDES
1853 £ 8,634 902 (147)
1854  £14,688 2,401 (148)
1855  £13,504 3,201 (149)
1856  £13,715 11,568 (150
1857  £18,470 21,440 (151)
1858  £31,754 16,229 W)
1859  £17,618 12,460 (153)
1860 No records available (154)
1861  £22,825 . 10,551 (155)
1862 £27,059 5,884 (156)
1863 £40,736 6,351 (157)

It was not until 1862 that ivory and hidesyielded first place to wool
in value of exports. In that year the value of wool exported was
L38,432 while that of ivory and hides combined fell to L32,943.(158)

(147)  Natal Statistical Blue Book . .
(148)  Ibid., No. 5, 1854. o No- 4, 1853
(149) Ibid., No. 6, 1855.
(150)  Ibid., No. 7, 1856.
(151)  Ibid., No. 8, 1857.
(152)  1bid., No. 9, 1858.
gigzg Ibid., No. 10, 1859.
There was no 1860 edition of the Natal ’Sti
(155) Natal Statistical Blue Book, No. 12 lBgf?tzstzcaz Plue Book.
(156)  Ibid., No. 13, 1862. ’
(157)  Ibid., No. 14, 1863.
(158)  Ibid., No. 13, 1862.
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The figure for sugar in 1873 had jumped to £162 540 while that of

159
ivory and hides was valued at £73 271.( )

A close scrutiny of the figures concerning the value of ivory and hides
provides a number of clues related to the activities of the hunter-
trader in Natal and Zululand; first, the hunter-trader was one of the
most impdrtant contributors to Natal's economy from its very beginnings
until the mid 1860s. Yet, the hunter-trader was a temporary rather than
a permanent feature of the colonial economy. The ruthless exploitation
of the fauna of the region by the white hunter led inevitably, to the
destruction of much wild game in Natal and Zululand by 1880. The
hunter-trader was a transitory figure whose interaction with the natural
environment was essentially destructive and exploitative; second, the
export figures reveal spectacular yearly and periodic fluctuations. It
is no coincidence that the export volume of ivory and hides rose
dramatically in those years when there was political upheaval and cattle
disease in the game and cattle rich Zulu kingdom. It will be shown that
Dunn and other white hunter-traders from Natal were quick to intrude and
‘participate in the internal political struggles of the Zulu kingdom when
cattle, ivory and hides were the rewards.

y
Co: sidering the depressed state of agriculture in Natal and the changing
social character of the colony, Dunn moved to the Natal-Zululand frontier
to take up the occupation of hunter-trader. Drifting aimlessly fhrough
Zululand with no fixed place of residence, Dunn shot game which he bartered
to nearby kraals to supply his simple needs. Upon leaving Durban he had
taken with him Catherine Pierce, the fifteen-year old daughter of
Robert Dunn's European assistant, and an eastern Cape African woman(16o)
of the Cele tribe. The young couple lived a semi-nomadic life;  Dunn's
expertise with a rifle, coupled with his familiarity with Zulu customs,
ensured a modicum of material and physical security. The records .
available indicate that at no time in Dunn's life was he so near to a
thorough rejection of 'European standards'. He derived sustenance for

himself and Catherine by living off the land. Dunn's nearest neighbours

(159). Ibid., No. 24, 1873.
(160)  D.D.P., (K.C.L.), Ms. 1452, pp.3-6.
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were either Zulu or white 'renegades' who lived in a similar manner

as he - all finding a common bond in their preference for Zulu ways

: . . 161
and in their rejection of European soclety.( )

From 1852 until 1854 John Dunn lived in this state until he made the
acquaintance of retired British Army captain, Joshua Walmsley Junior,

son of Sir Joshua Walmsley, the radical Mayor of Liverpool and M.P. for

(162)

Bolton. In 1852 Walmsley was confirmed in an appointment as

Border Agent at the lower drift of the Thukela. The circumstances
under which Dunn met Walmsley are related in a colourful account
given by a clerk employed by the Border Agent at Nonoti near the Lower
Drift:

Walmsley, Cockburn and Harry Milner, the last named
of Durban, went to Zululand on a hunting trip. They
crossed the Tugela and pitched their camp near the
banks of the Matikulu. Whilst there, Walmsley drew
the attention of the others to the fact that he had
seen going about in that locality a boy (white) and
apparently a European, dressed exactly like a Kaffir
(Zulu). . Harry Milner examined the boy and said at
once his name was John or Jack Dunn, and that he had
been missing for several years, no one knowing what
had become of him. Upon hearing Milner say he was
absolutely certain it was John Dunn of Durban,
Walmsley decided to catch him. After a little
trouble Dunn, having tried somewhat to resist, was
caught. Walmsley then said to him in English, for
Dunn had not forgotten his mother tongue, that he
would have to do one of two things (a) consent to
live at Nonoti with Walmsley, where he would be
properly cared for, or (b) be sent straight back

to Durban. Dunn chose the former alternative.

He afterwards lived about six ¥egr§ with Walmsley
who educated him in every way. 163

This commentary reveals the extent of Dunn's almost total adoption of

the Zulu way of life.

(161)  Ibzd.

(162) R.N..Currey (ed.), Letters and Other Writings of a Natal
Sheriff, Thomas Phipson 1815-76 (Cape Town, 1968), p.233.
(163)  Webb and Wright (eds.), Stuart Archive, vol. I, p.3.
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Through Walmsley's patronage Dunn furthered his education and found
employment; Dunn became the Border Agent's administrative assistant
and he was given the additional responsibility of training a corps of
forty or fifty Khoi and African policemen in the use of firearms and

horses.(164)

This body of men served in the capacity of a frontier
gendarmerie; their expenses and wages were financed entirely by
Walmsley. It was the Border Agent's duty to observe the traffic
crossing the lower drift to and from Zululand and maintain law and

order in the district.(165)

In December 1856 civil war brboke out in Zululand between the supporters
of Mpande's two eldest sons - Cetshwayo, leader of the Usuthu faction
and Mbuyazi, head of the Ggoza. The conflict centred around an

. . . 166
intense rivalry for the succession to the throne.( )

Cetshwayo was stronger militarily than Mbuyazi, for the Usuthu

(167) In mid-November

regiments outnumbered the Gqoza by three to one.
Mbuyazi fled south toward the Thukela with Cetshwayo in pursuit.
Mbuyazi's intention was to ask for asylum for himself and his followers
in Natal to avoid an unequal contest with the more numerous Usuthu.

On the 29 November the Gqoza encamped at Ndondakusuka kraal on the

Zululand side of the lower drift of the Thukela.(168)

Walmsley was well-informed on the disturbances in Zululand; his main

objective was to keep apart the warring factions in Zululand and prevent

any fighting from spilling over the Thukela into Natal. With the security

of the colony uppermost in his mind, Walmsley predictably rejected
Mbuyazi's overtures to cross the Thukela into Natal. As the Usuthu
neared the Lower Drift, white traders and Zulu refugees poured across
the river into Natal, thus precipitating a panic among the local Natal
Nguni, many of whom abandoned their kraals and moved deeper into Natal
for safety. Dunn persuaded Walmsley to allow him to cross the Thukela

and try to prevent bloodshed through mediation between the two warring

factions.(169)

(164)  Ib7d.
(165) Moodie (ed.), Three Generals, pp.3-4.
(166) Rosalind Mael, 'The Problem of Political Integration in the Zulu

Empire', (Ph. D. Thesis, University of California, Los Angeles, 1974).

(167) Moodie (ed.), Three Generals, p-4.
(168) Jameg Stuart Papers, (K.C.L.), 'Ndondakusuka'.
(169) Moodie (ed.), Three Generals, p.4.
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With thirty-five of his frontier policemen and a complement of one
hundred African retainers, Dunn rode into the Gqoza camp; he surveyed
the terrain and’ prudently advised Mbuyazi to move his dependants

further inland away from the river. Dunn wanted to avoid, in the event
of a retreat, the entrapment of thousands of defenceless women and
children between the Usuthu and the Thukela in flood at that moment.
Mbuyazi and his principal Zzinduna scoffed at Dunn's suggestion and the

. o . (170)
dependants remained where they were, much to their misfortune.

On the morning of 2 December 1856 the Usuthu arrived at Ndondakusuka and
advauced on the Gqoza. Dunn's attempts to parley with Cetshwayo proved
futile and he and his policemen were forced to fight the Usuthu.

The baitle turned into a general rout as Mbuyazi's force of seven
thousand men collapsed before the Usuthu onslaught of approximately
twenty thousand warriors. Dunn retreated with his men to the Thukela
stripped and plunged into the flood-swollen river, before being rescued
in mid-stream by white traders manning a small punt.(171) Dunn gave

these impressions of the slaughter:

As soon as I got to the river I was at once rushed
by men, women and children begging me to save them.
Several poor mothers held out théir babies to me
offering them to me as my property if I would only
save them, and now the Usutu were fairly amongst us,
stabbing right and left without mercy ... the scene
was horrible. The Usutu were, with terrible earnest-
ness, hard at work with the deadly assegai, in some
cases %inn§ng babes to their mother's quivering
forms. (172

On the authorization of Lieutenant-Governor Scott, Theophiius Shepstone
arrived at the Lower Drift on the afternoon of 2 December. He
interviewed Dunn, Walmsley and a handful of white traders to assess

the extent of danger to Natal.(173) Shepstone was concerned over
Dunn's participation in the Zulu dynastic struggle; he feared that
Cetshwayo might interpret Dunn's actions in fighting with Mbuyazi as
British intervention on behalf of the Gqoza thus provoking a possible
Usuthu invasion of Natal in retaliation. Shepstone expressed his

concern over Dunn's involvement to Scott:

(170)  Ibid.
(171)  Ibid., p.7.
(172)  Ibid.

(173) 'Mpande: Extracts and Letters relating to Mpande 1846-1871",

File 27024, typescript of letter from Lieutenant Governmor Scott
to Sir George Grey, 15 Dec. 1865.
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There were some wagons belonging to traders on

the Zulu side of the river, these were of course
all plundered; there were also about five traders,
white men, caught by the army but not touched, so I
am in hopes that the impression on the minds of the
Zulu is noilggit Mr. Dunn and party were there as
partizans.

Shepstone and Scott were critical of both Dunn's and Walmsley's
conduct in the Zulu civil war. Walmsley was not empowered by

his position as Border Agent to authorize Dunn to intercede in a
domestic power struggle beyond the boundaries of Natal; Dunn's
attempt to parley with Cetshwayo and his subsequent involvement

in the actual fighting were considered reckless and irresponsible -
both Walmsley and Dunn received a 'mild'censure from the Executive

Council on Shepstone's recommendation:

That Mr. Walmsley after hesitation did sanction
Mr. Dunn's entering the Zulu country ... under
the mistaken impression that he could authorize
Mr. Dunn to enter the Zulu country in his private
capacity. That Mr. Dunn went over expressly to
make peace; but that his proceedings were
injudicious and ill-advised to the object he had
in view ...

The Council are also of the opinion that the conduct
of Mr. Walmsley was injudicious in allowing Mr. Dunn
to cross the Tugela, and that before taking such a
course he should have waited for instructions from
the government.

Dunn's involvement in the battle of Ndondakusuka,caused the Natal
Colonial authorities additional headaches when twenty-five or so white
traders claimed the actions of Walmsley and Dunn, the government's agents,

had provoked Cetshwayo to plunder them of their cattle and trade goods.

(174)  Ibid., typescript of letter from T. Shepstone to Lieutenant-
Governor Scott, 2 Dec. 1856.

(175) Executive Council Minutes, vol. 6, 14 Dec. 1855-8 Dec. 1860.
Council Meeting of 5 Feb. 1857.



67

Two days after Ndondakusuka Shepstone warned the Lieutenant-Governor
of the furore Dunn's actions had caused among the traders: 'A large
quantity of traders' property has been taken by Cefewayo's army;

and I hear they intend to press their claims upon your attention -
also that they propose an interview with me on the subject.'(176)

The traders saw in Dunn's participation at Ndondakusuka a pretext to
obtain compensation from the Natal Govermment for their losses in the
Zulu civil war. Twenty-one of the traders sought legal advice(177) and

submitted claims to the Secretary for Native Affairs:

(176) "Mpande: Extracts and Letters relating to Mpande, 1846-71",

(X.C.L.), File 27024 - Typescript of letter from T. Shepstone

to Lt. Governor Scott, 4 Dec. 1856.
(177)  Ibid. ’
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CLATMANT CATTLE LOSSES VALUE IN STERLING OF CATTLE AND
. PROPERTY LOSSES

M. Barr 90 Head £120. 6. O.
T. Campkin 24 Head < £112. 0. O.
W. Dalmaine 67 Head £222.10. 0.
P. Dupre 30 Head £126. 2. 6.
R. Forbes 46 Head £ 57. 5. 0.
1. Galloway 167 Head £251. 9. O.
W. Grant 19 Head £ 60. 0. O.
A. Gous 207 Head £531.18. 6.
J. Hill 10 Head £ 15. 0. O.
F. Jackson = £ 40. 0. O.
J. Landell 83 Head £206. 0. 3.
L. Lewis 6 Head : ‘£ 21.18. 6.
D. McGill 39 Head £ 65.18. 0.
A. Moore 6 Head ) £.26. 9. 0.
H. Paxton | 42 Head £ 18. 0. O.
E. Rathbone 331 Head £792.10. 0.
P. Shadwell 38 Head £230.13. 0.
J. Steel - £ 41. 0. O.
J. Strydom 78 Head £219. 0. O.
R. Surtees 287 Head - £526. 2. 6.
TOTAL 1 670 Head £3 680. 2. 3. (178

(178) S.N.A. 1/1{7. Nos. 1-57.'Traders' Claims for Losses sustained by
the %ulu disturbances in December 1856'. These claims were
submitted from December 1856 until the latter months of 1857.
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A suspicious Shepstone was not convinced by the traders' indignant
pleadings that they were innocent victims of Dunn's rash foray into

the Zulu Civil war. Shepstone took official depositions from

individual traders and witnesses at Ndondakusuka, including Dunn.
Shepstone found out that several of the traders had fought with
#ibuyazi's Gqoza in hope of being on the victorious side and sharing

in the loot of cattle that was invariably taken from the vanquished.(179)
Twu prominent white traders, Waugh and Rathbone were so conspicious at
Ndondakusuka that they were immortalized in Cetshwayo's Zzibongo or
praise poemsflso) Two other traders who submitted claims, Andries
Goiis and Paul Dupré, admitted to Shepstone that they had fought in the
battle. Shepstone told Scott that he believed the traders 'all had
abindant time to get out of the way - but there is a Government notice
distinctly informing them that they enter the Zulu country at_ their

(181)

own risk'. Under Ordinance number four of 1848 all persons wishing

to trade beyond the Natal frontier in Zululand had to take out licenses
from the nearest Magistrate. Three traders, Paxton, Shadwell and
Gous were liable for prosecution because their licences had expired months

before the battle of Ndondakusuka.(lsz) Shepstone's Report on the

trader's claims for compensation from the Natal government was responsible
for the negative attitude of the Natal Executive Council toward the

traders:

The Council are unanimously of the opinion that the
Zulu traders have totally failed to substantiate their
allegations ... That the traders by their own evidence
were aware of an impending collision and had ample time
to withdraw their property from the Zulu country ...
That it is evident the traders found a favourable -
opportunity to trade in the gathering of the two armies,
and that heedless of the danger and the warning given
them they imprudently prolonged their stay.

That therefore their own acts led to the loss of their

property and they are not entitled to compensation
from public funds.(183)

(179) 'Mpande: Extracts and Letters', File 27024 - Typescript of a letter
from T. Shepstone to Lt. Governor Scott, 4 Dec. 1856.

(180)  samuelson, Long, Long Ago, p.h.

(181)  'Mpande: Extracts and Letters', File 27024 - Typescript of a letter
from T. Shepstone to Lt. Governor Scott, 4 Dec. 1856.

(182) S.N.A. 1/1/7. Nos. 1-57. Resident Magistrate, Durban to Shepstone,
6 July 1858.

(183) Executive Council Minutes, vol. 6, from 14 Dec. 1855 - 8 Dec. 1860.
Council Meeting of 5 Feb. 1857.
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Shepstone informed the lawyer representing the traders that it was

"the policy of Her Majesty's Govermment to remain strictly neutral with
regard to the trader's claims for compensation from the Zulus'.(lsa)
Although, officially the Natal Government had disclaimed any responsibility
to compensate the traders, it did send Henry Francis Senior as its agent

to negotiate the r?lease of five thousand head of cattle with Mpande.

The Zulu King thought the demands excessive and offered only 1 124 head;
Fynn felt this was insufficient and broke off the talks,returning to

Natal.(lss)

Ironically, Dunn, the man held responsible for Cetshwayo's confiscation of
the traders' property, succeeded in obtaining the release of cattle.

In the latter months of 1857 Dunn, on his own initiative, brazenly

entered Zululand and persuaded Mpande and Cetshwayo to hand over nearly

1 200 head of cattle. Dunn was lured into Zululand primarily in response
to the £250 reward offered by the traders for the return of their

(186)

cattle. It was on this second meeting with Cetshwayo that Dunn

was invited by Cetshwayo to settle in Zululand and become his

(187)

European advisor. The traders had to wait until October of 1858

when, after all expenses and fees had been deducted, from the sale of

the cattle, they received £1 420 in compepsation.(les)

The deep involvement of Natal's white traders in the Zulu civil war

of 1856 is a strong indication of the manner in which hunter-traderé
responded to the economic opportunities offered by political conditions
in the Zulu Kingdom. The hunter-traders saw in the Zulu political
crisis bright prospects for acquiring cattle. The civil war of 1856
was responsible for anunusually high concentration of people and cattle
than would have been the case under normally peaceful conditions.
Mbuyazi's Gqoza numbered around’ 20 000 people and they brought: several ‘
thousand cattle with them. Thus, the Natal hunter-traders clustered
around this mass of people and livestock in the vicinity of Lower Drift

of the Thukela. They conducted a brisk trade in cloth, beads, blankets

(184) S.N.A. 1/1/7 No. 179. Shepstone to Koch, 9 Nov. 1857.

(185) Mael, 'Problem of Political Integratiom', p.260.

(186) Moodie (ed.), Three Generals, p.l12.

(187) S.N.A., 1/6/3, No. 43. Cetshwayo to Lt. Governor of Natal,
17 July 1857; and Moodie (ed.), Three Generals, pp.12-13.

(188) S.N.A. 1/1/7. Nos. 1-57, 1856-1858.
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- - - . - ' -
and miscellaneous items called 'Kafir curiosities' in exchange for

(189)

cattle, ivory, horns and assorted wild animal skins. Between

six and ten of the white traders actively assisted Mbuyazi with the
express intention of sharing in the cattle looted from Cetshwayo's
Usuthu, should the Gqoza be victorious in battle. Dunn was a member

of the white hunter-trader fraternity. He was then willing to
participate on Mbuyazi's side, and later in risk of his own personal
safety approach his former foe and request the traders' cattle. Dumn's
motives for becoming involved in the Zulu political-economy were dictated
as much by the economic opportunities offered as his desire for the
greater social freedom and social mobility that existed on the Natal

frontier.

John Dunn's career has all the characteristics of a 'transfrontiersman'.
There are subtle yet fundamental differences between Dunn's frontier
experience and that of the earlier Port Natal hunter-traders. The
Isaacmans define transfrontiersmen as individuals who are party to

a 'transformation of institutions and values which were at the core

of their respective cultures':

... transfrontiersmen are defined as people of
European descent who permanently settled beyond

the Timits of Western society. They included
traders, hunters, mercenaries, deserters, and
social outcasts. Because of their relatively
small numbers, the absence of metropolitan women

of child-bearing age, and their total isolation
from European socializing institutions, they were
progressively absorbed into the dominant population.
Their adoption of indigenous cultural elements
extended beyond the borrowing of local artefacts,
techniques, and languages, which facilitated their
adaption to a new and difficult environment, to
include the transformation of institutions and
values which were at the core of their respective
cultures. As such, acculturation was substitutive
rather than additive, and differed from the process
of hybridization which characterized many frontier
societies. (190)

(189)  Ibid., The traders who lost property at Ndondakusuka carefully
specified the types and kinds of trade goods they claimed to
?ave lost; thus, the claims form, in a sense, an invaluable
inventory of trade goods in circulation for this period.

(190) B. and A. Isaacman, 'Transfrontiersmen', p.2.
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When comparing Dunn with the early Natal traders a distinction between
the addition or substitution of 'alien' cultural values in a
frontier society must be made based on the varying degrees of
acculturation. Practially all of Tunn's earlier contemporaries -
Cane, Fynn, Ogle, King and Robert Dunn - could be classified as
'hybridized' frontiersmen. Before the establishment of colonial
rule, the Port Natal traders had taken on the characteristics,
superficially at least, of the transfrontiersmen. The essential
difference is that the acculturation of the transfrontiersmen was
permanent while that of the early traders was temporary. The
latter, out of necessity, borrowed northern Nguni marriage customs,
political systers and socio-economic routines in order to survive
and prosper in a territory beyond metropolitan control. The coming
of British colonial rule pressured most of the surviving pre-
colonial traders to disband their kraals and discard their African
wives and concubines. Henry Fynn, Dick King and others, eventually’

(191)

married Furopean women, and established themselves as 'respectable'

members of the newly emerging colonial society.(lgz) In a sense,
the acculturation of the Port Natal traders was additive, temporary,

and influenced greatly by the extension of British hegemony over Natal.

Dunn, on the other hand, represents a new type. First his exposure
to northern Nguni cultural values was more profound. He was reared
in, and conditionedAby, a frontier environment. Second, he ‘
voluntarily left a colonial territory to settle permanently in an
African society beyond metropolitan control. Third, he substituted
African values in place of those of European origin which were
beginning to take root in Natal. By 1857 Dunn had rejected those
institutions at the core of his tenuous European cultural heritage;

he had taken up a new way of 1ife and been absorbed into the local

dominant culture.

Ultimately, a study of John Dunn as a transfrontiersman within the

Natal-Zululand context, may be utilized to draw out a number of

(191) Webb and Wright (eds.), Stuart Archive vol. 1, pp.57-58.
(192) Morris, Washing of the Spears, p.171.
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parallels and contrasts between frontier and colonial societies.

It is also necessary to distinguish which elements of the European
population were most susceptible to 'alien' cultural influences in
the Natal frontier zone. The degree of 'susceptible' acculturation
depended, in large measure, on the capacity of Furopneans to

withstand the pressures of contact with a vigorous indigenous

culture such as that of the northern Nguni. The cultural ingredients
necessary to fend of f the influences of an 'alien' culture were

as follows: first, a roughly equal number of men and women in
sufficient numbers to provide the leadership and the support necessary
to maintain one's cultural identity; second, those 'core'
institutions which prevent any serious acculturation and deviation from
one's parent society — organized religion, a system of political
organization to maintain law, order and security, and a

consciousness of one's group, racial and/or cultural superiority

when compared to that of the local indigenous society. The white
traders of the Port Natal frontier community had none of the
requisite supports or logistical requirements mentioned above. They
were too few in numbers to man effectively those institutions of
religion, government and society which they had left in the
metropolitan or colonial societies from whence they had come.
Therefore, the cultural norms of the local dominant African culture
influenced and altered substantially the lifestyle of the white
traders. The settler community of colonial Natal had the necesséry
numerical strength and balance of male-female numbers to transplant
metropolitan political, cultural and economic institutions to Natal.
The antagonism of the white settler towards the indigenous African
population in Natal and Zululand was an outgrowth partly of mid-
Victorian racial and cultural superiority combined with economic
competition. These notions of white superiority intensified as
contact and involvement between the culturally distinct and

culturally self-sufficient settler and northern Nguni communities

increased.



CHAPTER THREE

JOHN DUNN AND CETSHWAYO:

. THE MATERIAL FOUNDATIONS OF POLITICAL POWER

IN THE ZULU KINGDOM 1857-1878

One very cold and stormy night in winter I was
seated before a large fire in my hut when there
was a noise without as if someone was arriving.

I asked the cause from my attendants and they
told me a white man in a miserable state of
destitution had just arrived and claimed my
hospitality. I ordered the servants to bring
him in, and a tall, splendidly made man appeared.
He was dressed in rags, for his clothes had been
torn to pieces in fighting through the bush, and
he was shivering from fever and ague. I drew my
cloak aside and asked him to sit by the fire, and
told the servants to bring food and clothing. I
loved this white man as a brother, and made him
one of my head indunas, giving him land and wives,
daughters of my chiefs. Now my sun has gone down
and John Dunn is sitting by the fire, but he does
not draw his cloak aside. (1)

Cetshwayo Ka Mpande,
The Castle,
Cape Town, 1880.

This was Cetshwayo's later recollection of his first meeting with
John Dunn - as recorded by Selous, the famous hunter. Dunn's
defection from Zulu to British political and military service on
the eve of the Anglo-Zulu war of 1879 would account for Cetshwayo's
embittered tone. However, the exiled monarch's much embellished
version of his first introduction to Dunn in 1857 is not relevant
to this assessment. What is important is that Cetshwayo made

"the extravagant' claim that he had elevated Dunn to a position of

(1)  Binns, The Last Zulu King, p.186.
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power and wealth in the Zulu kingdom by giving him wives and access to
land - the accumulation of which lent status to male members of Zulu
society. That Cetshwayo's support was important to Dunn's rapid rise
and acceptance in the Zulu political hierarchy is not disputed.(z)
But$the degree to which Cetshwayo had claimed he was responsible for
Dunn's elevation is open to question. Dunn rendered valuable

political and material assistance to an insecure paramount who was
threatened by rival factions and an estranged father, King Mpande.
Furthermore, Dunn's intimate knowledge of northern Nguni customs,

rituals and institutions gave him an added advantage in legitimizing

his position as chief; and he knew that the accumulation of four

vital material and human resources - wives, clients, land and livestock -
promoted and sustained political careers in Zululand. A fifth item -
the control of trade and strategic trade routes - assumed important
dimensions in the 1860s and 1870s and will be shown to have been an
indispensable factor in the political ascendancy of Cetshwayo and Dunn.
Dunn's rise to power occurred mainly as a result of the unsettled
political conditions in the kingdom. There was a definite pattern of
political instability attached to the issue of the royal succession.

The origins of this instability can be traced to the de-centralized

nature of Zululand's agrarian society.

(1) The Political Economy of Royal Succession

Throughout the entire sixty year history of the independent Zulu kingdom
regicide and civil war characterized the transfer of royal power. Both
Shaka and Dingane met violent deaths; so did numerous royal prinées,
members of their families and many of their followers. Royal rivalries
sparked the bloody civil warﬁé;f 1839 and 1856 and resulted in the

death of thousands of Zulu. And civil war did not terminate with’
the loss of Zulu independence in the Anglo-Zulu war of 1879; in 1883-84

the third and most damaging internal conflict broke out between the

(2) Brookes and Webb, History of Natal, p.99.
(3) Ibid., pp.37 and 94.



76

Usuthu and Mandlakazi factions thus completing the destruction of the
Zulu kingdom.ga) Etherington has correctly stated that the 'lack
of a settled principle of succession' was 'the most fundamental defect

(5)

in the constitution of the kingdom'.
Gluckman and others have attempted to explain this pattern of violence
surrounding the successions by focussing on the internecine rivalries
that emerged between male members of the Zulu royal house in close

(6)

relation to the rise of the Zulu Empire under Shaka. Certainly the
personal ambitions of individual members of the Zulu royal family to
aspire to the throne at the expense of their relatives cannot be
discounted. Nor can the absence of adequate constitutional safeguards
to insure an orderly and peaceful transfer of power be overlooked. Kuper
has shown how constitutional devices were built into Swazi society as a
means of averting, or at least curbing, violence and civil war when the
throne became vacant. The Swazi experience was a sharp contrast

with the Zulu tendency towards violence as a method of deciding the
issue of Royal succession: 'Swazi Laws of succession and inheritance,
and the explanation given for these laws, demonstrate a conscious
attempt to overcome the lines of fission that are likely to endanger
the unity of the group concerned. Swazi criticize the Zulu because

@)

seizure by force characterized their line of succession'.

But, neither the ambitions of competing royals nor the constitutional
development of Zulu society provide satisfactory explanations for the
continuum of political violence that surrounded the succession to
kingship. The motives of individuals and constitutions in the |
succession struggles become distorted and overemphasized if they are
not linked to those classes that control and manipulate the material
base upon which political power rests. Etherington has touched

briefly on these interconnecting factors:

(4)  Guy, The Destruction of the Zulu Kingdom, preface.

(5) N.A. Etherington, 'The Meaning of Shepstone's Coronation of
Cetshwayo', unpublished paper presented to the Conference on
the Anglo-Zulu war 1879, University of Natal, Durban, February,
1979, p.3.

(6) Max Gluckman, 'The Kingdom of the Zulu of South Africa', in
M. Fortes and E.E. Evans-Pritchard (eds.), African Political
Systems (London, 1970), pp.35-36.

(7)  H. Kuper, 4n African Aristocracy (London, 1969), p.88.
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To a great extent the Zulu monarchy was grounded on an
analogy with the Nguni homestead - the king was the
family head writ large - the theoretical monopoly of
women and cattle claimed by household patriarchs
conferred enormous power which, when transferred to
the level of a kingdom, could be of incalculable

‘ benefit to a clever monarch. It was notorious,
however, that the price of this power in every
household was an incessant rivalry between fathers
and sons. Nguni fathers commonly bought peace in
the Oedipal war by delaying as long as possible to
designate their heirs thereby pitting siblings
against each other. These conflicts had existed
from time immemorial and were a _cause of the perpetual
fragmentation which characterized Nguni political
life prior to the time of Dingiswayo. Age-set
regiments created powerful centripetal forces to
bind the kingdom together but buried deep in the
bosom of the state were the explosive rivalries
of the family.(8)

The origins of the succession disputes in the Zulu kingdom requires an
examination of the internal dynamics of northern Nguni society. There
was an essentialdialectic, between the centralized authority of the
king and the patrilineal segmentary lineage system which, by its very
nature, encouraged the diffusion and fragmentation of political and
economic power. It will be suggested that the almost exclusively
agrarian character of Zulu society was by nature a de-centralized
economic system. This fundamental factor dictated the development

of the entire social system along fissionary lines. The methods in
which Shaka impbsed a central government upon an inherently diffuse
agrarian based social system did not prove adequate enough to provide
safeguards for a peaceful transfer of royal political power. The
recurring political assassinations. and civil wars in the Zulu kingdom
mirror the essential contest between the king, or the central authority,
and the district chiefs and royal princes, who represent the devolutionary
social system, for control of the material bounty produced by the

agrarian society.

A number of theories have been advanced to explain the process of

political consolidation among the northern Nguni, particularly, the

(8) Etherington, 'Shepstone's Corornation of Cetshwayo', p.3.
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emergence of Shaka ka Senzangakhona of the Zulu chiefdom as the
architect of the largest and most highly centralized of these states

€))

in nineteenth century South Africa.

Within the context of this environment Shaka was an innovator and a
révolutionary who possessed remarkable powers of leadership and
organization. Between 1818 and 1824 Shaka, through a series of rapid
conquests, welded scores of chiefdoms and hundreds of clans into a
single kingdom- that stretched from the Delagoa Bay hinterland in the

(10) Unlike his patron and

north to Pondoland in the south.
predecessor Dingiswayo, Shaka made radical revisions in the northern
Nguni political system. He subordinated the power of local chiefs

by drafting all young males into regiments or amabutho according to

age. For nearly a third of their productive lives the young men of

the Zulu kingdom were assigned to various royal homesteads oramakhanda.
They laboured exclusively for the benmefit of the king, building his
residences, tending his cattle and sowing and reaping his crops.  Thus,
Shaka attempted to break down the local and regional affiliations of
Zulu manhood by making them completely dependent upon the king for

food, shelter and rank. Shaka's methods tended to centralize

(9) For a survey of the relevant arguments see the following:

(i) Gibson, Story of the Zulus, pp.11-12.

(ii) Bryant, Olden Times in Zululand and Natal.

(iii) Max Gluckman, 'The Rise of a Zulu Empire' in Seientific
American, 202, (1963).

(iv) J.D. Omer-Cooper, The Zulu Aftermath: A Nineteenth Century
Revolution in Bantu Africa (London, 1966), pp.3-4.

(v) L. Thompson, 'Co-operation and Conflict: The Zulu Kingdom
and Natal' in Wilson and Thompson (eds.), Oxford History,
vol. I, 341. The rise of Shaka and the social revolution
that followed inthe wake of the founding of the Zulu Empire
has long been a subject of continuous and stimulating debate

. among scholars. Gibson and Bryant put forward the theory
that the social revolution was caused initially by the
influence of European military tactics on the mind of

‘Dingiswayo, and the effects of trade between the Portuguese
at Delagoa Bay and the northern Nguni chiefdoms. Gluckman,
and later Omer-Cooper suggested that the social upheaval which
occurred in south-eastern Africa was the result of population
pressure, Leonard Thompson in the Oxford History of South
4f?zga, vol. I, found the theories related to trade and white
inspiration unconvincing; he considered the hypotheses of
Gluckman and Omer-Cooper more plausible but their evidence on

) demographic trends thin and difficult to prove empirically.
. g;:l-cggzérbbzzizczﬁgn of the Zulu Kingcorm, chapter 1.
s ermath, pp.3-4.
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production processes for the benefit of the king. Furthermore, he
reserved the right to withhold marriage to both sexes. Most men were in
their thirties before they were given permission to don the Z8icoco

or headring and then marry into a particular female regiment that had

(11)

beep released for marriage. By drafting the labour power of all

Zulu males King Shaka concentrated political and material power in
the office of the monarch. Guy emphasizes the fundamental powers
which the Zulu king exercised over the production processes of

Zululand's agrarian society:

Through the 'military system' the Zulu king was able to
influence the most fundamental processes of the kingdom -
the processes upon which the very existence of the
kingdom was based. He could control to an important
degree the intensity with which the environment was
exploited, the rate of demographic increase, and the

rate and direction in which the processes of production
could expand. The Zulu military system gave the king
the means to control the processes of repraduction and
production within the Zulu kingdom.(12)

While the 'Shakan Revolution' wrought radical alterations in the
political organisation of the northern Nguni it did not alter the basic
social fabric of society, which remained substantially unchanged.

The patrilineal segmentary lineage system with the national unit
being the iig; was relatively undisturbed by the processes of state

formation. Guy asserts that the 'longevity and resilience' of

the social systém was a fundamental 'expression of productive
processes'(la) which Shaka and succeeding Zulu kings did not attempt
to reorganise. Guy explains the relationship between kinship and

the agricultural economy in pre-colonial Zululand:

(11) J.J. Guy, "Ecological Factors in the Rise of Shaka and the Zulu
Kingdom', unpublished paper presented to the Workshop on
Production and Reproduction in the Zulu kingdom, University of
Natal, Pietermaritzburg, October 1977, pp.11-16. On the
regulation of marriage by the king, Guy says 'it seems to
me that if one understands the fundamental productive processes
of the Zulu kingdom and their relationship to the kinship
system, then this power of the king to withhold marriage through
‘the military system becomes crucially significant.

(12) Ibid., p.l6. ;

(13) Eileen Krige, The Social System of the Zulus (Pietermaritzburg,
1936), p.217.

(14) Guy, 'Ecological Factors in the Rise of Shaka', p.11.
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Kinship relations were an expression of production
relations and must be considered together. All Zulu
belonged to exogamous lineages, membership being
determined by common descent through the male line
from a founding ancestor. The lineage structure was
given material expression in the homestead (umuzi/

' imizi) of the kingdom. Every man in Zululand on,
or soon after, his marriage would set up a homestead
of his own. As homestead-head Cumnumzana/abanumzana
he would rank his wives in segments within the home-
stead. In time these segments under the eldest son
of each segment, would break from the homestead and
establish homesteads of their own. Thus every
homestead in Zululand had sprung from a previously
existing one and contained within it the seeds of the
new ones.(15)

Since practically all northern Nguni chiefs and men of rank were also
abanumzana the number of offspring born to these polygamous households
was numerically higher than in monogamous social units. When
translated into economic terms polygamous households reproduced very
fast placing heavy demands on the material zesources available to the
homestead unit. These economic stresses contributed to the tense
rivalry between the male offspring of the various segments.

Competition for material favours and rewards within the homestead
frequently manifested itself in political rivalry, and vice versa.

The homestead head would then seek to resolve the real or potential
conflicts between his sons by separation through the creatibn of new
homesteads. Thus, the remedy for sibling rivalry was the establishment
of new homesteads where the sons could accumulate wives, land, cattle

and retainers of their own.(16)

Within chiefly lineages the socio-economic institution of segmentation
tended to complicate the political issue of succession upon the death

of a chief. In theory the eldest son of the Great Wife chosen by a

(17

chief usually assumed the reigns of leadership. But in practice

(15) 1bid., pp.11-12.
(16) Gluckman, 'Kingdom of the Zulu, p.25.
(17) Krige, Social System of the Zulus, pp.39-40. -
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this was not always the case; sons of wives other than the Great Wife
who had acquired homesteads and material resources through the
institution of segmentation on occasion successfully challenged the
designated heir and usurped the throme. The transfer of political
power in northern Nguni society was therefore an uncertain and
hazardous process that could divide the political unit into warring
factions before a victor emerged and political equilibrium re-

(18)

established. Kuper observed that in some northern Nguni societies
"forceful usurpation, however, may be a normal legal form of succession,
and the old equilibrium will continue under murderers of former rulers,
while unsuccessful attempts will be considered treason punishable by
death. The victorious usurper may not aim at revolutionizing the
system of government; he may be actuated merely by personal ambition,
and backed by supporters who desire only a change of personalities

(19) These observations would apply to pre-Shakan

and not of policy’'.
chiefdoms and the Zulu kingdom. Moreover, the socio—economic
foundations of northern Nguni society, particularly that of the Zulu,
acted in such a way as to supply material power to the political rivals
of the official authority. The patrilineal segmentary lineage system
or, what will be described as the 'patrilineage production' system,
tended to devolve political and economic power away from the centre

to the periphery. Thus the social formation of Zulu society was by

its very nature incompatible with a centralized government and militated

against a peaceful resolution of royal succession.

When Shaka consolidated his rule over Zululand he made concerted efforts
to manipulate the patrilineage production system to the benefit of the
monarchy. He used the power of the state, the amabutho, to extract
surplus from the social system, primarily labour power from all the
homesteads in the kingdom. Sansom has concluded that the enrolling of
young men into a national rather than a regional regimental system

promoted 'plural allegiance' which 'led to 'cross—cutting' ties' of

(18) Jeff Guy, "A Note on Firearms in the Zulu Kingdom: with special
reference to the Anglo-Zulu War 1879' Journal of African
History, X11, 4 (1971), p.559.

(19) Kuper, An African Aristocracy, p.88.



82

loyalty that gave cohesion to the nation and countered traditional
segmentation of authority where officials commanded homologous
units‘.(zo) Rebellious homestead heads whose loyalties to the king
were suspect were either executed or forced to flee in the face of
the coercive force of Shaka's newly created national army. However,
it must be emphasized that Shaka did not destroy the basic social
unit of the clan. Guy, in his analysis of Zulu society during the
reign of Cetshwayo ka Mpande (1873-1879) says that 'kinship ties
were closely linked to the production system and the people of the
kingdom still saw themselves as members of clans and lineages whose
origins could be traced to pre-Shakan times. This continuity was a
reflection that the productive forces had not undergone radical

changes in this period'.(21)

The essential incompatibility between the power of the state and the
patrilineage production system may be traced to Shaka's methods of
administering this social integration of two distinct systems. This
tension between the state and the social system flared into violence
when the issue of succession occupied the attentions of the Zulu

people.

In order to enforce his rule throughout the realm Shaka needed loyal
administrators. These officials were known as the 7zikhulu or the
'great ones' of the nation. The Zz7khulu comprised.several categories
according to status based on birth and ability. Shaka's victories

had elevated members of his family to the highest positions of status
and rank within the kingdom. The kings' brothers and his relations
through collateral lines of the Zulu clan served as district chiefs and
as supervisors of the amakhanda. During Mpande's reign they were

(22)

referred to as the abantwana or princes and princesses. Next

(20) Basil Sansom, 'Traditional Rulers and their Realms' in W.D.
Hammond-Tooke (ed.), The Bantu-Speaking Peoples of Southern
Africa (London and Boston, 1974), p.280.

(21) J.J. Guy, 'The Political Structure of the Zulu kingdom During
the Reign of Cetshwayo Ka Mpande', unpublished paper presented
to the Workshop on Nguni History, Rhodes University, July 1979,
p.1l.

(22) Gluckman, 'Kingdom of the Zulu', p.34.
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were the powerful hereditary chiefs of pre-Shakan chiefdoms who had
been incorporated imto the kingdom. Other district chiefs owed their
positions to Shaka exclusively for he had 'raised up' capable
individuals through interference in clan affairs. Able commoners

who had demonstrated their prowess and accumen as military leaders

or as advisers were also selected to rule in the name of the king.(23)
A host of lesser officials known as Zzinduna (induna) served the
interests of the state as tribute collectors, regimental commanders,
the king's personal servants or as royal messengers. 'State power was
devolved from the king to the ©zikhulu, to the heads of administrative
areas within the kingdom, with local affairs being the responsibility

of the resident homestead-heads'.(za)

During Shaka's reign his brothers were kept under close observation
although appointedto positions of command and supervision throughout

the kingdom. Dingane was given an area north of the Thukela River to

(25)

administer for the king. But, there is no jpdication that he

built up a substantial following that might one day present a potential
challenge to the kiné. Shaka would appear to have been the most
successful of all Zulu kings in maintaining the authority of the
monarchy. He kept the nation's energies fully occupied in

strengthening the state and his scope of command through constant

(26)

raiding and conquest. He built-up an elaborate system of

espionage to ferret out real or suspected 'traitors' or opponents

(27)

of his absolutist regime. Shaka the 'arch tyrant', also employed

(28)

institutionalized terror to maintain royal authority. A number

of his subjects were "arbitrarily' killed to feed vultures - the

(29)

'birds of the king'. He attempted to curb the accumulation of

wealth — primarily cattle - by important individuals which might be used

(23) Guy, 'Political Structure of the Zulu kingdom', p.4.

(24) IbZd., Pp.5.

(25) Webb and Wright (eds.), James Stuart Archive, vol. I, p.195.

(26) Gluckman, 'Kingdom of the Zulu', p.29.

(27) E.V. Walter, Terror and Resistance (New York, 1969), p.137.

(28) Webb and Wright (eds.), James Stuart Archive, vol. I, p.l75.
Jantshi Ka Mongila, a spy for Shaka, Dingane and Mpande stated
that 'when Tshaka required spies he said he wanted them from
his old tribal people living at Mtonjaneni'.

(29) Webb and Wright (eds.), James Stuart Archive, vol. I, p.7.
Evidence of Baleka Ka Mpitikazi.
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to form'a material base for political power. A Stuart informant
stated that 'even warriors were killed by Tshaka. For when a man had
repeatedly been given presents of cattle and these had multiplied,
people would come and say he had enormous herds and accuse him of
oveyshadowing the king.  Upon this he would be accused of being

; . 0
anumtakati and then be put to death and his stock selzed'.(3 )

As far as the issue of a successor was concerned Shaka seems to have

been acutely aware of the rivalries that developed between the sons,

and the sons and fathers in northern Nguni chiefly households.

Therefore, he sired no offspring. Baleka Ka Mpitakazi said that:

'He did not want to father a child because, he said, it would be another
prince. This fact is true; ...a person like Tshaka is like a wild beast,

: s . . i . 1
a creature which does not live with its own young, its male offsprlng'.(3 )

Shaka's conscious efforts to have no children proved to be a 'non-
solution' to the problems of succession. In September 1828 Shaka was
stabbed to death by his brothers Dingane and Mahlangana.at his Bulawayo
(32)

kraal. The motives for the assassination remain unclear. There
is no hard evidence to suggest that Shaka had any intentions of purging
his brothers; in fact he had refrained from killing any of his brothers
during his reign. Dingane and Mahlangana however, struck at an
opportune moment when the Zulu regiments were away on the ill-fated
Balule expedition against Shoshangane leaving the king relatively alone

and unguarded.(33)

When the half-starved army returned Dingane
apparently convinced them that he had acted in the best interests of the
nation by killing a tyrant whose reign had been one of unrelieved terror
and bloodshed. He assured the Zulu people that the 'dancing stick
would be preferred to shields: and assegais'.(Bh) The war-weary Zulu
accepted Dingane's reasoning and acknowledged him as king. Ironically,
Shaka's system of spies, his use of official violence and his ruthless

repression of challenges to royal authority did not save him from a

(30) Ibid., p.19. Evidence of Baleni Ka Silwana.

(31) Ibid., p.8, Evidence of Baleka Ka Mpitikazi.

(32) Etherington, 'Shepstone's Coronation of Cetshwayo', p.3.
(33) Webb and Wright (eds.), James Stuart Archive, vol. I, p.6.
(34) Okoye 'Dingane: A Reappraisal', p.221,
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violent death. Walter overemphasizes the awe and enormity of

(35) In another sense,

Shaka's rule vis a vis 'terroristic depostism'.
and Walter misses this point, Shaka was largely responsible for the
heightened tempo of politically motivated violence in northern Nguni
society. Through war and conquest he had annihilated scores of
chiefly lines, and in a perverse way made institutionalized violence,
the accepted norm in the transfer of’ political power. Dingane did
not establish a precedent for violence as a legitimate means to
succession, the pattern had been well established by his predecessors

Shaka, Dingiswayo and Zwide.

Dingane was King of Zululand for over a decade, (1828-1838). He devoted
his energies to the problems of internal consolidation of his authqrity
over Zululand. He was morbidly suspicious of his male relatives and
attempted to snuff out the lives of as many real or potential challengers
from the Zulu royal family and those chiefs whom he suspected of

(36)

disloyalty. Very early in his reign serious challenges to

Dingane's authority surfaced from within the kingdom.

While the amabutho had initially acquiesced to Dingane's authority there
were substantial regional factions and chiefdoms which were unreconciled.
The reasons for this was that loyalty to the central government was
directed to the person of the monarch and not to the institution of
monarchy itself.  Through his gifts of leadership Shaka had forged a
personal loyalty among many of the chiefdoms. He spread members of the
royal family and appointed chiefs throughout the realm to rule in his
name. They supervised cattle, comm;nded regional amakhanda and
performed the role of emissaries for the central authority. Through
the patrilineage production system members of the royal family and
Shaka's ruling class increased their own material and political power

in the form of growing numbers of cattle and followers. When Shaka

(35) Walter, Terror and Resistance, pp.280-381.
(36) Morris, Washing of the Spears, pp.40-67.
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died, the loyalty of several important chiefs and royal princes was not
transferred to the new king. But, the material resources and
reproductive power of the patrilineage production system controlled

by these rebellious factions remained intact and were a dangerous

political threat to Dingane. Kennedy perceived this phenomenon:

For this reason the Zulu royal family was an important
threat to Dingane. Cleverly Shaka had distributed his
family wide and far. They supervised the cattle, became
the emissaries of the central authority, and at the same
time were loyal. With its creator dead...Shaka's
extensions developed to their natural conclusion. With
a new central authority (Dingane) the outlying districts
separated from their center, and within these districts
people and power clustered around members of the royal
family. What was more, these erstwhile supporters of
the central authority had the means to assert their
independence. They were the supervisors of great herds
of cattle, and although they were de jure the property

of the new king, de facto they were beyond his grasp.(37)

The above pattern is amply illustrated in Mpande's accumulation of
material and political power which he successfully deployed against
Dingane's authority as king. Mpande ka Senzangakhona (c1798-182) was
the son of the Zulu Chieftain Senzangakhona and his ninth wife,

G8) As a half-brother

to Shaka, Mpande's status was high in the kingdom. Although little

Songiya ka Ngotsha of the Hlabisa lineage.

is known of his early life he appears to have satisfied Shaka's
requirements ofsloyalty and participated in several military campaigns
holding high positions of command. In 1827-8, Shaka personally
presented Mpande with his first two wives Nqumbazi the mother of the
(39) Upon Shaka's

death shortly afterwards, Mpande gave his allegiance to Dingane; the

future heir and king, and Monase, mother of Mbuyazi.

new king allowed him to take more wives and build-up a personal

following at his homestead near Eshowe in southern Zululand.(4o)

(37) P.A. Kennedy, 'The Transformation of Mpande: Resources and the
Zulu Kingship', unpublished paper presented at the Workshop on
Production and Reproduction in the Zulu kingdom, University of
Natal, Pietermaritzburg, October 1977, pp.8-9.

(38) John Wright and Ruth Edgecombe, 'Mpande Ka Senzangakhona c.1798-1872'

in C.S. Saunders (ed.), Black leaders in Southern History (London,
197.9) ’ po47.

(39) Ibid., p.39. .

(40) Morris, Washing of the Spears, p.111; and - Okoye, 'Dingane: A
Reappraisal', p.223.
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However, Mpande's position, like that of all his relatives, was
precarious with Dingane bent on destroying his male relatives and their
supporters, if he thought them in the least way a threat to his
position. Dingane proceeded to kill most of his half-brothers in
efforts to prevent opposition to his rule from coalescing around
potentially rival princes. Those murdered were Ngwadi, Mahlangana

(41) Several chiefdoms whose loyalty had been to

and Ngqojana.
Shaka only rose in open revolt against Dingane's rule. 1In 1828
Ngetho, Chief of the Qwabe declared the independence of his chiefdom
from Dingane and fled southward to Pondoland. Ngetho and most of
his people were subsequently pursued and killed by Dingane's
regiments. The Cele Chiefdom suffered a similar fate in 1831 when
Dingane massacred practically the entire population.' In 1837 the
Qadi were mercilessly cut down by Dingane's warriors for their

seditious behaviour.(hz)

As in pre-Shakan times the northern Nguni
chiefdoms in the Zulu kingdom either fought or fled when dissatisfied

with the rule of an absolutist king or chief.

During this period of Dingane's purges Mpande accumulated additional
wives, cattle and followers through the patrilineage production system.
Remnants of the shattered Cele and Qwabe chiefdoms who had not sought
refuge with the white trading community at Port Natal 'galvanized' to
Mpande following the deaths of their leaders. Kennedy claims that

'by mid-1832 Mpande had organized a substantial following. Within

four years of Shaka's death, and seven years before the end of Dingane's
reign, Henry Francis Fynn wrote the Grahamstown Jourmal that Mpande

was the acknowledged heir apparent to the Zulu Chieftainship'.(43)
By 1838 a combination of internal stresses and external pressures had
gathered which would bring about the downfall of Dingane and elevate

Mpande to the throne. "

(41) Morris, Washing of the Spears, p.111; and - Okoye, 'Dingane:
A Reappraisal', p.223.

(42)  Okoye, 'Dingane: A Reappraisal', pp.222-223.

(43)  Kennedy, 'Resources and the Zulu Kingship', p.10.
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Between 1824 and 1838 the penetration and establishment of white
communities in what was clearly Zulu territory east of the Drakensberg
escarpment added a new dimension to the political life of the Zulu
kingdom. In 1824 English traders had been allowed to establish a
trading settlement at Port Natal. Relations between Shaka and the

(43 This climate changed in 1831 when

traders had been cordial.
thousands of refugees from Dingane's purges poured into Port Natal.
The presence of a hostile community of Zulu harboured by whites
presented a threat to Dingane's authority.in the southern part

) In 1837-38 several thousand Vootrekker pastoralists

of his kingdom.
spilled over the passes of the Drakensberg intent on occupying hundreds
of square miles of Zulu territory in Natal. The murder of Piet Retief
and his party in 1838 and the subsequent defeat of the Zulu army at
Blood River is well known and need not be retold in detail here.

But, these military and political setbacks at white hands irreparably
weakened Dingane's authority causing widespread dissatisfaction against

his continued reign among many of the Zulu people.(46)

Mpande now emerged as an alternative to Dingane in the eyes of many of
the leading men of the kingdom. The king was alarmed at Mpande's

rise to prominence among the people and sought to destroy him. 1In
August 1839 Dingane used a pretext to summon Mpande to his royal
residence, Mgungundhlovu, where he planned to kill him. Mpande was
warned of Dingane's intentions and in early September he made friendly
overtures to the Voortrekker leader, Andries Pretorious and crossed the
Thukela into Natal with an estimated 17,000 to 20,000 followers and
25,000 head of cattle.@7) 'This event, one of the most decisive
in the history of the kingdom, is still remembered among the Zulu as
8) A

challenge to the central authority of the Zulu kipg from a rival prince

"the breaking of the rope that held the nation together"'.

(44)  Morris, Washing of the Spears, p.112.
(45)  Okoye, 'Dingane: A Reappraisal', PP.230-231,
(46)  Wright and Edgecombe, 'Mpande', p.49.
(47)  Morris, Washing of the Spears, p.152.
(48)  Wright and Edgecombe, 'Mpande', p.49.
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had split the kingdom into two warring factions. The first Zulu

civil war of 1839 had begun.

Mpande's defection to Natal gave the Voortrekkers a decisive opportunity
to intervene in Zulu affairs. They concocted an alliance with Mpande
against Dingane. The Voortrekkers 'immediate motives were to avenge
the deaths of their compatriots killed by the Zulu the year before,

and to extract compensation for their losses of cattle, but they

. . . 49
hoped also to install Mpande as a puppet king in Dingane's place'.( )

In January 1840 four hundred Voortrekker comfmandos advanced along with
Mpande's regiments to seek out Dingane and destroy him. In January

1840 Mpande's forces defeated and routed Dingane's army at Magongqo

in northern Zululand while the Voortrekker commando waited in reserve.(so)
Dingane escaped but his reign was effectively at an end; he was later
killed by the Nyawo people of northern Zululand. Mpande was recogniseé
as king by the Voortrekkers as well as by the subordinate chiefs of
Zululand.(SI)

for the Zulu throne.

A second king had died a violent death in the struggle

The civil war of 1839 was primarily a result of rivalry among male
members of the Zulu royal family. Moreover, the unstable nature of the
royal succession had severe repercussions for the kingdom as a whole.
First, the civil war of 1839 had seriously weakened Zulu national’
unity and allowed the bordering Voortrekker community to demand
material and territorial concessions: Mpande, and the Zulu people in
general paid a high price for their alliance with the rapacious
Voortrekkers: 30,000 cattle were taken as booty and the territory of
Natal, later a British colony, became permanently alienated from the
kingdom.(sz) The contest between Dingane and Mpande, also demonstrated
the essential strength of the patrilineage production system when
manipulated by challengers to the king's central authority. It also

confirms Gluckman's assertion that 'the princes might draw to themselves

(49)  Ibzd.

(50) Mogris, Washing of the Spears, pp.153-154.
(51) l’btdo, P. 193. .

(52) Gluckman, 'Kingdom of the Zulu', p.35.
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followers beyond those given by the king, and as in the past, brothers
of tribal chiefs had broken away to establish independent tribes, so
the princes within the nation were a potential threat to the king,
especially if he misruled. They were ready to intrigue against him
and take advantage of the people's dislike of him. Zulu custom

sayé the king should not eat with his brothers, lest they poison

v(53

him.

Mpande's career as king is significant for it was during his long
thirty-two year reign (1840-1872) that the rivalry for the succession
reached its greatest intensity. This was due partly to the fact that

Mpande's descendants came to form the royal family. In all Mpande

(54)

sired twenty-three sons and an undetermined number of daughters.
His eldest son Cetshwayo was born to his first wife Ngqumbazi of the chiefly

line of the Zungu clan. His second eldest was Mbuyazi born to a

(55)

favourite wife, Monase. Rivalry developed between these two

half-brothers at a relatively early age. There are strong ind%cations
that there was a considerable amount of tension and jealousy between
Ngqumbazi and Monase and later Nomantshali another favourite of
Mpande's in jockeying for favours and attentions in the royal homestead
of Nodwengu located on the Mahlabathini plain north of the white
{Mfolozi. Polygamous marriages were tailor-made for nurturing rivalry
and hatred between the various segments. Mpande's homestead did not
escape these marital tensions as a Stuart informant so graphically

recalled:

The king was sometimes scolded by one or other of his
wives. She would have some cause for grievance, and
she would lash out at him in the wildest manner and
aloud, the reason being that she wanted him to consort
with her...He, unable to face this, would go out to
the men and, quickly finding fault about some trifle
or other, have someone put to death on the spot, this
sort of thing was due to intense jealousy; others
were 'called"', she not. She might in her fury even
say, 'Let the king take me and put me to death on the

spot'.(56)

(53) Gluckman, 'Kingdom of The Zulu', p.35.

(54) Jeff Guy, 'Cetshwayo Ka Mpande ¢.1832-84', in C.S. Saunders (ed.),
Black Leaders in Southernm African History (London, 1979), p.75.

(55) Webb and Wright (eds.), James Stuart Archive, vol. I, p.39.
Evidence of Baleni Ka Silwana.

(56) Ibid., Evidence of Nkantolo Ka Situlamana.
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Another informant claimed that jealousy was commonplace in almost
every polygamous household, be it king or commoner; 'even with two
wives, an ordinary man has great jealousy to contend with, and has
to be very circumspect. if the husband has been away, the two
watch where he enters, i.e. which woman's hut, and, if he has
brdught a titbit of meat, which person it will be given to. So

(57) It would be safe to assume that the web

acute is the feeling'.
of intrigue and backbiting that developeé between the mothers was

naturally transferred to the sons.

Mpande has been criticized for not designating an heir thus curbing the
growing rivalry between his sons that uncertainty and anxiety bred.
But the succession issue became interlocked with Mpande's struggles to
consolidate his authority throughout the kingdom. Mpande had become
king because he had the support of the leading chiefs of the kingdom,
who sought an alternative to the murderous absolutism of Dingane.
These chiefs had no intention of allowing the new king to impose the
same degree of centralized control over them or their followings. The
subordinate chiefs had enhanced their political power through tfe
patrilineage production system and were not going to readily yield
their hard-won semi-autonomy to a new despot. Furthermore, the 1839
civil war had 'loosened or broken pre-existing ties of allegiance

to the king, and had greatly weakened his position in relation to.his
leading subject chiefs and ZzZndwna. ...These men kept him in office
and at the same time vied with him and with one another for power,
while for his part Mpande was constantly trying to enhance his

position by playing off his subordinates against one another'.(sa)

As Cetshwayo and Mbuyazi attained manhood a bitter rivalry developed.
The tension became so untenable for Mpande in 1854 that he commanded both
sons to leave Nodwengu and establish separate homesteads of their own.

Cetshwayo settled on a tract on the south bank of the Mhlatuzi river

(57) Wright and Edgecombe, 'Mpande Ka Senzangakhona', p.50.
(58) Gibson, Story of the Zulus, pp.102-103.
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and Mbuyazi built at the Ifafa Hills on the south bank of the Black
Mfolozi river.(sg) The process of segmentation was at work again
as both princes attracted followers who hoped to be on the winning
side when the struggle was resolved. Cetshwayo's adherents were
known as the Usuthu while those of Mbuyazi were called the Gqoza.
A showdown was imminent as the succession rivalry became a contest

. 60
between Mpande and the subordinate chleﬁ:( )

Mpande tried to pave the way for Mbuyazi and the Gqoza to secure the

aid of the British government in Natal in case of a confrontation with
Cetshwayo. Accordingly, in 1856 he gave a tract of land to Mbuyazi
along the Lower Thukela boundary with Natal. In November 1856 Mbuyazi
and nearly 20,000 of his followers and their cattle moved southward

from the Ifafa Hills to take possession of Mpande's grant. Immediately
Ceishwayo and the subordinate chiefs mobilized their regiments in

6 :
(o) On 2 December 1856 Cetshwayo's superior forces caught

pursuit.
up with the Gqoza near the Lower Drift of the Thukela. The battle of
Ndondakusuka resulted in the deaths of Mbuyazi and five other sons of
Mpande and an estimated ten to fifteen thousand of his followers, women
and children included. The ranks of the abantwana had been culled in

the second Zulu Civil War.

(ii) Dunn: An Agent for Change

Between 1857 and 1879 John Dunn rose to become one of the most wealthy
and powerful chiefs in the Zulu kingdom. His rapid elevation begs a
number of questions: Why did Cetshwayo grant such generous political
and economic concessions to Dunn, who was not a Zulu but an Unlungu
(European)? What political conditions existed that allowed a white man
to become a powerful chief over a territory that was an integral part
of the Zulu kingdom? Furthermore, why was Dunn's assistance and

advice considered so indispensable to Cetshwayo that he allowed Dunn

(59) Wr%ght and Edgecombe, 'Mpande Ka Senzangakhona', p.55.
(60) Ibid., pp.55-56.
(61) Moodie (ed.), Three Generals, pp.6-7.
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to colonize a portion of his kingdom with Natal Nguni and disaffected
Zulu who had fled from the rule of other district chiefs and whose
allegiance was to Dunn only, immune from service and obligation to any
other chief or prince of Zululand, Mpande and Cetshwayo included?

A clue to answering these questions can perhaps be found in analysing
Dunn's relationship with Cetshwayo in conjunction with the latter's
ambitions to consolidate his political position as heir to the throne.
Dunn's relationship with Cetshwayo can be described as symbiotic -

both Cetshwayo and Dunn had advantages and expertise which were
considered complimentary to their respective careers. Dunn's rise to
prominence is a reflection of the transfrontiersman's ability to adapt
to the cultural and physical environment of the society in which he
lives, and - at the same time, introduce the customs and technology of
the alien society of which he is also a part. In Dunn's case, he
attempted to maximize the opportunities offered by both Zulu and
European societies. He integrated himself into Zululand'a agrarian
society thus capitalizing on the political and economic benefits that
such integration brought. Dunn also used his links with white society
to expand his trading and labour recruitment network and to ingratiate
‘himself with_Cetshwayo by using hisentrepreneural and technological skills,
Dunn emerged as a catalyst for political and economic change in the Zulu

kingdom.

On first inspection, Dunn's decision to enter Zululand and request the
return of the traders' cattle would appear rash; after all, Dunn had
fought against Cetshwayo and now he was willing to beard the prince

in his own lair for the promise of a £250 reward. But Dunn timed his
entrance into Zululand well. The fluid and unstable political
circumstances in the months fellowing Ndondakusuka were responsible

for Dunn's favourable reception by Cetshwayo. Immediately following
the purge of Mbuyazi, the situation was as follows: Cetshwayo distrusted
Mpande for there is a strong indication that the king had favoured
Mbuyazi in the civil war. Moreover, Mpande purposely intrigued against
Cetshwayo by spiriting two of his surviving sons out of Cetshwayo's

grasp. He put Mkungo under Bishop Colenso's care in Natal and Mtonga
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(62)

and Mgidhlana escaped to the protection of the boers of the Transvaal.
Second, the savage fighting on the borders of the colony and Cetshwayo's
convincing viétory over Mbuyazi had aroused the fear and suspicion of

the settler community in Natal. Cetshwayo's reputation suffered even
more in Natal with the confiscation of the traders' one thousand cattle.
Cetshwayo was anxious to prevent Mpande from acquiring the active support
of the British govermment in Natal. He, therefore, strove to ingratiate
himself with the Natal authorities by appearing co-operative and well-
intentioned. In July 1857 Cetshwayo requested the Natal government to
send a "white chief' to live in Zululand who would perform the roles

of advisor and intermediary between himself and the Natal authorities.
The Natal government was disinclined to involve itself more deeply

in Zulu domestic affairs choosing rather to communicate officially with

King Mpande only.(63)

In thelatter part of 1857 Dunn crossed the Thukela with the intention of
recovering the traders' cattle. First, Dunn thought it prudent to pay
his respects to King Mpande. He was one of the first Europeans to

see the Zulu king after Ndondakusuka, and it is worth speculating upon
the encounter. While en route to Cetshwayo's residence at Mangwini

to collect the traders' cattle, Dunn paid his respects to Mpande at
Nodwengu. The king received him well and bade him render -an account
of the fight at Ndondakusuka. Dunn intimated in his autobiography
that his recollection of the battle was the first accurate version
Mpande had heard. As their discussions progressed the king gave Dunn
the impression that neither Cetshwayo nor Mbuyazi should succeed him;

(€D 1t is

that honour was intended for one of his younger sons.
puzzling that Dunn, a relatiye stranger, should be taken into the

king's confidence. However, one must remember that Mpande had ascended
to the throne through political intrigue; he could have seen Dunn as

a vehicle for imparting this supposedly sensitive information to

Cetshwayo and to the British govermment in Natal, thus casting uncertainty

over Cetshwayo's claims to the throne. Certainly Mpande was not a

(62) Mael, 'Political Integration', p.235.
(63) S.N.A. 1/6/3. Cetshwayo to Lt. Governor of Natal, 17 July 1857.
(64) Moodie (ed.), Three Generals, p.10.
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(65)

powerless pawn to Cetshwayo as Gibson has claimed. Cetshwayo was

disturbed enough by the rumours that emanated from Nodwengu to send
an Zmpi in 1860, under his brother Ziwedu, to kill Mpande's
favourite wife Nomantshali and her sons Mtonga and Simpoyana.(Ga
Mtonga escaped but the latter was killed before Mpande's eyes -
proéf that the king had not the power to determine the fate of his
heirs but powerful enough that Cetshwayo dare not kill the symbol of

royal authority without the risk of alarming the other factionms.

When Dunn presented himself to Cetshwayo at Mangwini he was well

(67)v Cetshwayo saw in Dunn the end of his quest for a 'white

received.
chief' to serve as his diplomatic advisor. The prince felt an acute
political need for a white assistant and Dunn possessed qualities

that Cetshwayo found attractive. Dunn was fluent in the Zulu,

English and Afrikaans languages. He could read and write competently
in English and could, therefore, translate and transcribe messages

and replies between Cetshwayo and the Natal government. Dunn's

strong association with northern Nguni societies would go a long way
in making him acceptable to the Zulu people. Dunn's occupation

as hunter-trader could be utilized by Cetshwayo to obtain those
articles of European manufacture which he desired. Moreover, there is
a strong hint that Cetshwayo admired Dunn's skill with a rifle and

his courage in battle. Cetshwayo even paid a compliment to Dunn's
performance at Ndondakusuka: 'John Dunn and his riflémen did great
execution. They also very gallantly covered the retreat for some

(68)

distance but, in the end, had to ride for their lives'. Last,

one must consider those personal qualities which attracted Dunn to
Cetshwayo. Dunn was considered by many who met him to be a handsome
and even-tempered man. Sir Garnet Wolseley described him as 'a very

(69)

good looking man, very good looking indeed'. Cetshwayo offered

much the same opinion and noted that Dunn was a 'splendidly made man'.(70)
Mitford probably described Dunn's appearance and manner in more detail

than any other contemporary observer:

(65) Gibson, Story of the Zulus, p.106.

(66) Webb and Wright (eds.), Stuart Archive, vol. I, p.27.

(67) Moodie (ed.), Three Generals, pp.11-12.

(68) C. de B. Webb and J.B. Wright (eds.), A Zulu King Speaks:
Statements made by Cetshwayo Ka Mpande on the History and
Customs of his people (Pietermaritzburg, 1978), p.16.

(69)  Adrian Preston (ed.), The South African Diaries of Sir Garnet
Wolseley (Natal) 1875 (Cape Town, 1971), p.9%.

(70) Binns, Last Zulu King, p.186.
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John Dunn is a handsome, well-built man, about five
feet eight in height, with good forehead, regular
features, and keen grey eyes; a closely cut iron-
grey beard hides the lower half of his bronzed
weather-tanned countenance, and a look of determination
and shrewdness is discernible in every lineament. So
far from affecting native costume, the chief was, if

) anything, more neatly dressed than the average
colonist, in plain tweed suit and wideawake hat. In
manner he is quiet and unassuming, and no trace of
self-glorification or 'bounce' is there about him. (71)

In order to woo Dunn into his service Cetshwayo handed over the tradders'
cattle and invited him to settle in Zululand and become his advisor.

As a further inducement and proof of his good intentions, Cetshwayo
gave Dunn a gift of ten oxen and offered him a tract of land.(Zz)
Dunn resigned from the Border Agent's service and moved permanently
to Zululand in April or May of 1858. Dunn was dissatisfied with his
position as a minor official; this, together with bitter memories of
financial setbacks endured during his youth prompted Dunn to enter

Cetshwayo's service. This is revealed in his autobiography:

I at first demurred, but afterwards thought on the
hardships I had had to undergo owing to my not

being allowed by the Roman Dutch Law to receive

the money I had honestly earned, and the inducements
held out by Cetshwayo, including the promise of land
in his country. Considering all this, I say, I made
up my mind to accept his offer and remove to Zululand
for good. (73)

Cetshwayo honoured his promises ard conveyed an extensive tract of land
to Dunn in the immediate coastal region of southern Zululand known as

the 'Ungoye'. It served Cetshwayo's political purposes to give Dunn
control of this region for it:had been depopulated during the Civil War
of 1856. Moreover, southern Zululand had been a stronghold of Mbuyazi's
supporters.(74) Thus, Dunn was rewarded with land and Cetshwayo had
'raised up' a new chief who would, hopefully, serve and extend the

political interests of the Usuthu in a district of Zululand that had

(71) Mitford, Through the Zulu Country, p.197. At the time of Mitford's
account in 1883 Dunn was forty-nine years old.

(72) Moodie (ed.), Three Generals, pp.10-12.

(73) 1bid., p.13.

(74) Mael, 'Political Integration', pp.211-213. Mael says that the
southern coastal section of Zululand between the Thukela and
Matikulu Rivers was 'virtually depopulated’.
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hitherto been hostile.

Dunn coveted this heavily forested and sparsely settled region where

(75)

he could exploit the abundant game. The area yielded ivory,

hides, skins and pelts, which provided Dunn with a comfortable income.(7a
Dunn was not content, however, to hover on the periphery of Zulu
society as a mere hunter-trader; he wanted to entrench his political,
economic and social authority over the Ungoye and its black inhabitants
through a manipulation of the production processes found in the agrarian
based social system. Against the violent protests of his first wife,
a Cape Coloured, Dunn contracted marriages with Zulu women representing
the various clans living in his district and in many cases far beyond

an Dunn was careful to heed Zulu marriage rituals;

(78)

his jurisdiction.

he paid lobola in cattle for most of his forty-nine wives.

Recent case-studies of the Zulu political economy in the nineteenth
century have stressed the importance of wives, land, livestock and

(79) Dunn accumulated

clients in the accretion of politcal power.
an abundance of all four of these essential resources; through marriage
he formed alliances in order to extend his political and economic power.
He paid lobola of between nine and fifteen head of cattle for each of
his forty-six wives contracted in this fashion. Cetshwayo presented

Dunn with two wives from his own Z27godlo in appreciation of Dunn's

(75) Moodie (ed.), Three Generals, p.lé4.

(76) D.D.P. Ms. Dun. 2.09, Ms. 1459, p.3. The papers of Domenic
Dunn, a sone of John Dunn, are an invaluable collection of
unpublished memoirs, family history and praise songs. A wealth
of detailed information related to John Dunn's domestic
establishment, political acquaintances and economic pursuits
are contained therein.

(+7) Ibid., p.2. ’

(78) Ibid., Ms. 1467 a, pp.31-32.

i/9) See the collected papers of J.J. Guy, P. Colenbrander and P.
Kennedy presented at the Workshop on Production and Reproduction
in the Zulu Kingdom (University of Natal, Pietermaritzburg,

Oct. 1977).
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(80)

Dunn's extensive trade in firearms in

(81)

earlier gift of two guns.
Zululand, begun in the early 1860s, introduced a new item into the
lobola system. When first introduced, guns were at a premium and
purchased by Cetshwayo at the rate of ome rifle for ten head of oxen.
Thus, one rifle assumed the status and value of a set number of cattle.
In this instance, Cetshwayo considered rifles a suitable substitute for

cattle.

Dunn's widespread influence and prestige throughout much of Zululand
was reflected in the number of clans into which he married. Altogether,
Dunn is recorded as having taken wives from at least twenty-three
different northern Nguni clans. The majority of Dunn's wives came
from clans located in the southern and central coastal regions of
Zululand; he took five wives from the Mzimela clan, four each from

the Dube and Nzuza clans, and three each from the Mthethwa, Shandu

and Mdhletshe clans. Dunn's influence in northern Zululand and the
area bordering the Delagoa Bay hinterland was also strong; he took a

(82)

wife from a Mnguni clan living around Lake St. Lucia. Listed

below are Dunn's wives grouped according to clan name and/or clan

group or parent clan.(sm

(80) D.D.P., Ms. 1467 a, pp.31-32.

(81) See Guy, 'A Note on Firearms in the Zulu Kingdom', pp.559-60.
(82) D.D.P., (K.C.L.), Ms. 1459, p.8.

(83) Ibid.
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1 ‘Mzimela II Dube . 1II Nzuza
(i) Bambekile G) Nomtezi. 1) Noyintabe
(ii) Nokuta (ii) Mtango (ii) Mongebha
(iii) Nomtaba (iii) Snolepe (iii) Putuza

" (iv) Novumbi (iv) ‘Nomadhlozi (iv) Funiba

Iv Mthethwa \'/ Shandu VI Mdhletshe
(i) Vukutu (i) Mzandu (%2 Nombina
(ii) Kayonina (ii) Fungile (ii) Ngapune
(iii) Nogebdu . (iii) Citekile (iii) Nompi

VII  Magubane VIII Sokulu IX Mgenge
(i) Sabisi (i) Nomkando (i) Nabathathi
(ii) Nomiti (ii) Nemtombi (ii) Ntombinkade

X Kanyile XI  Kumalo XITI  Qwabe
(i) Basawane (i) Funekile (i) Lunguzile

(ii) Nonyati

XITI Langeni XIV Mpanza XV Ntuli

(i) Macibose (i) Niyona (i) Mpansi
XVI  Zungu XVII Mbambo XVITI Mnguni

(1) Noisaba (1) Nomhlawati 4) Nomadulozi
XIX Ndlovu XX  Mcanyana XX1 Ncwabeni

(1) Noningo (1) Madhlazile (1) Nomasento
XXITI Mbokasi XXIII Tusi

(i) Mbunuse (i) Ngukandula

A modified version of A.T. Bryant's map of northern Nguni clans reveals
a definite geo-political pattern in Dunn's marital alliances.(sa)

(See Map A). Dunn'€ trading ties fell in a nort-south line between .
Delagoa Bay and Durban. Tsénga labourers recruited by Dunn for Natal
settlers had to travel along the north-south Zululand coastal route
between the Hluhluwe and Thukela rivers. The trade in firearms also

flowed southward from the Lourenco Marques entrepot into Zululand. It

(84)  Bryant, Olden Times in Zululand and Natal, see map, p.698.
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is no mere coincidence that Dunn took a majority of his wives from Zulu
clans stretching from north to south along the entire length of the
Zululand coast. In Zulu society, marriage was a convenient vehicle
that led to the founding of political and economic pacts between clans
and factions. Dunn recognized the value of alliance through marriage
and used the institution on a large scale to secure and monopolize the
north-south coastal route so vital to the traffic in firearms and to

ensure the unrestricted passage of Tsonga migrants flowing into Natal

(85)

from the Delagoa Bay hinterland. (See Map B denoting the trade

routes used by Dunn).

Like most Zulu men of rank and wealth, John Dunn maintained several
residences at which he received the abantwana, i2ikhulu and izinduna
who sought his alliance, assistance and favour. Dunn established three

main residences: Mangete, a second one at Emoyeni and a summer

(86)

residence, Qwainduku, in the Ungoye range. In a bunst of egotism,

Dunn remarked that:

my position had now become of of some consequence in
the country, and I was looked upon as being second to
Cetshwayo in authority - the poor old king Pande only
holding a nominal position I now began to feel a
difference, as I no longer had the free and easy time
I had had of it before, but had constantly to receive
some big man as a visitor - Cetshwayo's brothers
included...(87)

Dunn's cultivation of Zulu dignitaries included the chiefs of the clans
into which Dunn had married. Domenic Dunn, a younger son of John

Dunn, painted a vivid picture in his unpublished memoirs:

What great times they were when John Dunn was Lord of
the land from the Tugela to the Mhlatuzi

(Umhlatuzi river)! And greatest of all days was

the time when every leading subject had to Gubla
umkost wenkosti, that is celebrate the yearly feast

of their chief. Picture them arriving in their

(85) P. Harries, 'Labour Migration from the Delagoa Bay Hinterland to
South Africa: 1852-1895', The Societies of Sosthern Africa in
the 19th and 20th Centuries, (I1.C.S.), vol. VII, No. 21, 1976, p.63.

(86) D.D.P., Ms. Dun 1.092, p.6. Information taken from the unpublished
memoirs of Domenic Dunn entitled 'This is my Country'.

(87) Moodie (ed.), Three Generals, p.30.
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pride of feathers, leopard skins and shining
beshus...Ngokwana Mkwanazi all the way from near
the Mhlatuze with his important men and bodyguards
numbering upwards of forty. Zimena Mzimela,
Malambula Kaso.Bhefile, Majozi Dube, Ncama Mtetwa
...these from the Ngoye forest. ‘Magwendu Zulu,

. Sisimana Ntuli, Majiya Nzuza, Ntuntu Nzuza, Ngqondo
Dube...these from the Umhlalazi river and Pakosi
of the Mahalose people near Gingindhlovu,
Lokotwayo Mcanbi from Mangete and Abase Langeni and
Endulinde utshana Matowsi...all chiefs of rank with
their retinues of warriors, women and maidens
assembling for the feast.(88)

Krige's observations of Zulu social customs found that the physical
and social arrangement of a headman's household was of the utmost

(A% Dunn did not veer from the-accepted pattern familiar

importance.
to Zulu domestic practice. Emulating the wealthier homestead

heads of Zululand, Dunn kept his private quarters in a single main
residence; it was, however, of European architecture and construction

and located in the centre of his kraal. His wives lived separately

in their own individual beehive huts which were situated around the

main house. Dunn's children lived with their mothers and, like their
mothers, were only admitted to Dunn's quarters when commanded to do so.

In addition to the family's living quarters, there were huts for Dunn's
izinduna, armed retainers, household servants and Zulu visitors. A large
cattle kraal, stables for horses and storage pits for mealies, sorghum

and sweet potatoes were also located within the kraal; the entire

complex was enclosed by a circular hedge of thorns known as a utango.

After Dunn's appointment in 1879 as one of the thirteen chieftains selected
to rule post-war Zululand, a courthouse, European style bungalows

for white magistrates, and a schoolhouse for Dunn's children were added

to the Mangete and Emoyeni complexes.(gc»

With few exceptions Dunn ruled his black subjects by Nguni customary law.
He invoked strict discipline over his wives. He forbade his wives to

travel beyond the confines of their respective household/kraal area

(88) D.D.P., Ms. Dun 1.092, p.2.
(89) Krige, Soctal System, p.39.
(90) D-D-Pt’ MS- Dun 1.092, p'2.
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unless given permission. For breach of rules Dunn banished several
of his wives from his household and the Ungoye itself. Two wives

found guilty of adultery were sentenced to death and executed in

(91)

accordance with Zulu law.
As district chief, Dunn exercised judicial authority over his people
by settling disputes and meting out punishment to those found guilty
of crimes. Dunn followed the example of other Zulu chiefs and
appointed a council composed of his chief Zzinduna to advise him when
trying cases. Dunn, however, reserved the defendant's right of

(92)

final appeal to his discretion. Wolseley's post-war settlement

of 1879 allowed for the continued operation of Nguni customary law

(93)

under the supervision of the British Resident of Zululand. Dunn
made little or no effort to impose European laws and institutions

on his African clients. His one minor deviation was the appointment
in 1879 of three European magistrates fully acquainted with Zulu law

to assist in the legal administration of a much enlarged post-war

Dunnsland.(ga)

By 1859 Dunn had laid the foundations for chiefly authority. His
possession of resources facilitated his acquisition of political power.
He had been appointed a district chief, and he had successfully
accumulated three vital resources; wives, land and livestock. ‘The
fourth requisite, clients, proved to be the most difficult to obtain,
for it required Cetshwayo's approval. Moreover, Dunn needed an
additional tract of land capable of supporting the large following that

he envisaged.

In the 1860s Dunn was presented with an opportunity to negotiate with
Cetshwayo for more land and clients. The Paramount summoned Dunn and

announced his intention of sending the Zulu army to attack the Swazi

(91) Ibid., Ms. 1467, p.31.

(92) Ibid., Ms. 1459, pp.6-7.

(93) Moodie (ed.), Three Generals, p.120.

(94) Mitford, Through the Zulu Cowntry, p.198.
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kingdom, in the hope of eliminating or blunting the threat of Swazi
incursions into Zululand. Dunn advised Cetshwayo not to launch an
offensive against the Swazi because the risk of defeat would provide
an opportunity for Cetshwayo's half-brother, Hamu, and cousin,
Zibhebhu, to challenge more effectively Cetshwayo's claim to the

' (95)
throne.
eminence of Cetshwayo and the Usuthu: 'he (Cetshwayo) knew that he had

Dunn was ever sensitive to threats to the continued pre-

not the whole nation on his side, but only a small portion, and that if
he suffered the slightest defeat the whole country would turn on him

and that I would also suffer'.(96)

As a viable alternative to risky military adventures Dunn proposed that
Cetshwayo pursue a course of internal political consolidation as a
counter to his princely rivals. = Dunn suggested that the Usuthu be
equipped with firearms, thus giving visible expression to the professed
superiority of the Usuthu over the forces of Hamu and Zibhebhu,. who,

at that time, still relied on the assegai. Cetshwayo agreed to abandon
the proposed attack on Swaziland on condition that Dunn supply the
firearms. Accordingly, Dunn approached Natal's Lieutenant-Governor

and Theophilus Shepstone for permission to impert 250 rifles and the
necessary ammunition. The Lieutenant-Governor, on Shepstone's
recommendation, issued Dunn with the required permits to purchase arms
in Durban and allow their passage across the Thukela. The 1856 civil
war was still fresh in the minds of the Natal government and the
bolstering of Cetshwayo's faction would serve as a deterrent to Hamu

and Zibhebhu.(97)

was preferable to two or three of equal military power. These factions

Shepstone reasoned that one dominant Zulu faction

might more readily indulge in warfare and Shepstone feared that domestic
violence might spill over the frontier into Natal. Upon receipt of the
rifles, Cetshwayo requested Dunn to instruct a complement of his warriors

(98) Through his access to firearms Dunn

in the use of the new weapons.
had strengthened Cetshwayo's military capabilities and he had made a
substantial profit from the transaction, receiving ten oxen for each

of the 250 rifles.(gg)

(95) Moodie (ed.), Three Generals, pp.26-27.

(96) Ibid.
(97) Ibid., p.28.
(98) Ibzd.

(99) Brookes and Webb, History of Natal, p.99.
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Haying risen in Cetshwayo's estimation, Dunn approached him and requested
an additional iract of land lying in a belt between the Thukela and
Amatikulu rivers. Cetsﬁwayo assented and Dunn became chief over an
i8ifunda (district) which roughly doubled his original 1858 grant-(loo)
One ' historian has interpreted Dunn's position in the Zulu political
economy as an African prototype of a European fedal lord. This
portrayal of Cetshwayo as liege lord and Dunn as obligatory vassal is

misleading.(IOI)

Gluckman, writing over thirty years ago, offered a
more accurate view of the differences between the Zulu land distribution -

system and the European feudal order:

In kingdoms of this kind we are not dealing with feudal-
type estates, as is often loosely alleged. Despite
their common insistence on personal allegiances between
lords and underlings, which is one of the main
characteristics of both a tribal and a feudal system,
rights of land are quite different in the two types of
state. Under feudalism a vassal entered into a special
contract with his immediate lord in which he gave
service of a demarcated kind in return for control over
land and those attached to it. No one in those times
could go to the king and demand land as a right, as

men could do in Africa.(102)

There was no specific contract of .reciprocal obligations and privileges
between Dunn and Cetshwayo. No formal oath of fealty to Cetshwayo :
was extracted from Dunn in return for certain lands and concessions.
Dunn had, in the first instance, been invited to occupy territory

in Zululand on a loose and vaguely defined promise to advise and assist
the Zulu heir apparent. After Dunn had gained Cetshwayo's favour by

supplying firearms he felt justified in demanding more land as a reward

for his services.

His acquisition of land, and a fee of 2,500 cattle for the rifles gave
.Dunn the resource base needed to support an increasing population
of African clients. Dunn's 'colonisation' of the Ungoye district with

Natal Nguni and Zulu from other districts during the last two decades

(100) Moodie (ed.), Three Generals, p.29.
(101) See Barber, ' John Dunn and Zululand', p.37.

(102) Max Gluckman, Ideas and Procedures in African Customary Law
(Ooxford, 1969), p.256.
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of the kingdom's independence (1859-1879) was an event of major political
and economic significance. Dunn stated in his notes that his aim was

to:

' try and get the whole of the district from the Tugela
to beyond the Ungoye, under me. I had succeeded, so
far, in obtaining both ends, and intended gradually to
try and populate the middle district, and to get a
title from the king and Zulu nation to a strip all
along the coast and the Tugela, to be, as I have said,
under me as an independent chief.(103)

Between 1860 and 1878 Dunn accumulated a following of almost ten thousand
subjects. He made effective use of these people in exploiting the
natural wealth of the Ungoye and in extending and protecting his political
base. In the early years of Dunn's residence many Africans served as
hunters, guides and carriers in hunting expeditions.' Ivory, hides and
skins were immediate sources of income for Dunn in the 1860s, as indeed,
they were for the rest of Zululand and Natal. Dunn's expeditions were
well organized. Equipped with guns and assegais Dunn's hunters

scoured most of southern and coastal Zululand for game. As many as two
thousand men were engaged in the larger hunts, but usually Dunn depended
on an efficient corps of African hunters well armed with rifles and

(104)

trained personally by the chief himself. ~The impact of Dunn's

numerous hunts on the ecology was of such magnitude that by 1880 géme

(105)

was scarce throughout much of Zululand. S.D. ke Roux gave this

appraisal of Dunn's hunting activities and their consequences:

Dunn was a great slaughterer of game. He is reputed
to have shot, during his time, several hundreds of
elephants, and over one thousand each of hippopotami
and buffaloes, and it is to him that the denudation

of Zululand of its game is in a considerable degree to
be attributed.(106).

The most attractive material inducement for Africans to settle in the

Ungoye was the loan of Dunn's numerous cattle to his clients for their

{i03) Moodie (ed.), Three Generals, pp.29-30.

(104) IbZd., p.9%.

(105) D.D.P., Ms. 1459, p.3.

(106) Le Roux, Pioneers and Sportsmen of South Africa, p.106.
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use and benefit. 1In the same manner as the Zulu king and other Zzikhulu,
Dunn held in trust most of the cattle in his district.(107) He loaned
out cattle to the various kraals scattered over the Ungoye where they
were tended and cared for by the kraal's inhabitants.. In exchange for
their services as hunters, pastoralists and agriculturalists Dunn allowed
his wards to consume all the milk obtained from his cattle and to eat
beasts that died. On occasion Dunn would reward his Zzinduna and

(108) Livestock as a ritual

favourite retainers with gifts of cattle.
and institutional commodity were immensely important, for Dunn gave
oxen to young men to enable them to pay the required Zobola upon

(109) Through his ownership and control of vital material

marriage.
resources such as land and cattle Dunn was able to demand and extract
loyalty and service from African clients economically dependent on

his largesse.

An examination of Dunn's rapid and successful accumulation of key
resources in Zululand and their subsequent transformation into

political power would be incomplete if no attempt was made to relate

his ambitions to the wider spectrum of power politics in the Zulu
kingdom of the 1860s and 1870s. A close scrutiny of Dunn's career

in pre-war Zululand sheds a new and interesting light on the internal
politicial dynamic of Cetshwayo's reign (1857-1879). The old H
orthodoxy has caricatured the pre-war kingdom as a highly centralized

(110) Such

a model is appropriate, if at all, only to the Zulu monarchy under

military monolith with an 'absolute' monarch at its head.

Shaka in the 1820s. An analysis of the Zulu political economy during
Mpande's later reign begs further study. Rosalind Mael's study of
Mpande discussed the 'Problem of Political Integration' in the Zulu
kingdom. But this thesis covers the period up to 1862 only. There

is still the lacuna of the last decade of Mpande's reign to be examined.
Neither Mael nor any otﬁer historian has yet attempted to explain the
internal pélitical turbulence that plagued Mpande's rule and clouded

the succession issue. Mael dismisses Dunn's political role as over-rated

when the mass of evidence would confirm otherwise.(lll)

(107) Krige, Soctal Systems, p.241.

(108) D.D.P., Ms. 1459, p.5.

(109) Ibid., Ms. 1.092, p.2.

(110) See Omer Cooper, The Zulu Aftevmath, pp.171-3; and E.A. Ritter,
Shaka Zulu (London, 1968), p.l4.

(111) Mael, 'Political Integration', p.264.
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The period between the 1856 Civil War and Cetshwayo's coronation as King
in 1873 was one of political realigmment and perceptible economic
change. Those members of the Zulu ruling class who adjusted to these
changing conditions and manipulated them to their advantage emerged as
some of the most powerful political figures during both the pre- and

post-war (Anglo-Zulu War 1879) eras of Zulu history.

Cetshwayo's victory over Mbuyazi was also a victory for the subordinate
chiefs who had supported and fought with the Usuthu. Mpande was
allowed to live mainly because of his diplomatic ties with the Boers

of the Transvaal and the British in Natal - both of whom it was feared
would intervene militarily if Cetshwayo moved to kill his father and
usurp the throne. In 1861 the British government, through a visitation
by Natal's Secretary for Native Affairs, Theophilus Shepstone, pressured
Mpande to recognize Cetshwayo as his lawful heir. The ageing king
grudgingly agreed out of fear of further Boer intervention in Zulu
domestic affairs. Cetshwayo had in 1861 agreed to cede land in the
north-western section of the kingdom to the Boers in exchange for
another brother and potential rival for the throne, Mthonga. Although
Cetshwayo soon repudiated the cession of the Boers his actions were

the substance of the boundary dispute which was later to be one of the
causes of the Anglo-Zulu War-.of 1879.(112) The unsettled nature of ‘
the royal succession demonstrates the insecurity felt by potential heirs
to the throne,and - the severe political complications that succession
struggles fostered when royal princes felt compelled to seek the aid of
the acquisitive and intrusive white communities on its western and

southern borders.

The period 1861-1872 was one in which there was a devolution of political
power in the Zulu kingdom. Mpande ruled in associationwithhis heir,
Cetshwayo and the Iz7khulu of the nation. The Civil War of 1856 had
seriously eroded his position within the kingdom. However, he still

performed the important ceremonial functions which only the official

(112) Wright and Edgecombe, 'Mpande Ka Senzangakhona', pp.56-57.
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head of state was entitled to carry out. '"Without his agreement new
age grades could not be formed, existing ones could not marry, and the
nation's most important public rituals, such as those connected with the
annual wmkhos? or 'first fruits' festival could not be performed".(lls)
The Zulu Civil War 6f 1856 also served to increase the autonomy and
political power of several factions which had supported Cetshwayo's
claim to the throne. The most powerful of these was the Mandlakazi

ot north-eastern Zululand. Its chief was Maphitha, a grandson of Jama
and lineage head of the most important of the collateral lines of the
Zulu Royal family. Guy says that "he apparently held a unique poéition
within the kingdom - he is described not only as a Zstkhulu but as.an
wumtwana, a child of the king, with Zz7khulu of his own".(lla)
The long distance between the Mandlakazi district and the seat of royal
power ofi the Mahlabathini plain certainly encouraged the spirit of
independence. The Mandlakazi had a large regional following-whose
loyalty was always first to their chiefs and second to the central
authority. Maphitha's son and heir, Zibhebhu was a cousin to Mpande's
sons and was considered a royal prince. He was Zululand's greatest
warrior and had an aggressive and independent disposition(lls) -

qualities which later augured ill for Cetshywayo.

A second powerful faction that rose to prominence after the 1856 Civil
War was that of the royal prince Hamu. He was sired by Mpande to
'raise seed' for his full brother Nzibe who died shortly after Shaka's

Balule expedition of 1828.(116)

Hamu was regarded as having been

born to Nzibe and was considered as a cousin to Cetshwayo. He supported
his brother against Mbuyazi, but his loyalties were suspect. He ruled
over a strong faction in north-western Zululand stretching from the

Ngome forest to the Mkuzi River. The long distances between Hamu's
district and the central authority also encouraged the growth of a

semi-independent chiefdom.(117)

(113) JIbid., p.57.

(114) Guy, 'Political Structure of the Zulu Kingdom', p.9.
(115) Gibson, Story of the Zulus. p.31.

(116) Guy, Destruction of the Zulu Kingdom, p.36.

(117) Gibson, Story of the Zulus, p.106.

—————
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A third and probably the most powerful section was that of Mnyamana,
the son and heir of Ngqengele, a chief and lineage head of the

(118) Tﬁe latter assigned

Buthelezi clan and induna to Shaka.
Nggengele the responsibility of ruling over amakhanda and homesteads
in the watershed of the Black Mfolozi in north-central Zululand.
Following Shaka's death in 1828 Ngqengele employed the patrilineage
production system to build up his political and material power along

(119) Mnyamana succeeded his father and

with a sizable following.
exercised a great deal of independence during the last eleven years

of Mpande's reign. His following of supporters grew largely as

a result of his policy of giving asylum to Zulu who had committed

of fences or who had fallen from the favour of the king, princes or

other district chiefs. Mnyamana was strong enough to resist interference
from both Mpande and Cetshwayo and even harboured individuals who had

been sentenced to death by the central authority of the King and the

Paramount.(lzo)

These three sections enjoyed a great degree of autonomy primarily because
they controlleéd the production processes within thé homesteads in their
respective regions. They appear to have given only a nominal allegiance
to Mpande as King after the civil war of 1856. Since these faction
heads were also 7237khulu they had great influence over the affairs of

the kingdom and made sure that their collective and individual interests
were served when they sat in the 7Zbandla or highest council of state.
"Without the Z27khulu the king could make no decisions of national

importance".(121)

The paramount, Cetshwayo, also faced a dilemma with the rise of these
sections. He would not have become heir-apparent if the subordinate chiefs
and section heads had not supported him against Mbuyazi and Mpande.

On the other hand he knew that as heir and, one day as King, these factions
would always be a dangerous challenge to his authority, and, indeed, to

his very own survival. 1In order to remedy this Cetshwayo embarked on a

(118) Webb and Wright (eds.), James Stuart Archive, vol. I, p.12.
(119) Gibson, Story of the Zulus, p.31.
(120) I1pzd., p.109.

(121) Guy, 'Political Structure of the Zulu Kingdom', p.4.
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programme to increase his own material foundations of political power
within the kingdom while seeking recogﬁitioq of his claims to the

throne from the ﬁritish.government in Natai. While Cetshwayo may have
been the heir-apparent and the head of a powerful section of the Zulu
nation, he was still technically subordinate to his father the king.(lzz)
In economic terms Cetshwayo did not have any significant advantages
over his potential rivals that kingship conferred. He had no authority
to appropriate cattle from the royal herds kept by the other sections

as the king did. Cetshwayo controlled only the cattle that belonged

to his Usuthu followers. Furthermore, other sections had roughly as
many cattle as the Usuthu - in fact, Mnyamana of the Buthelezi, controlled
(123) With his material base limited

to the agricultural resources in the Usuthu district Cetshwayo sought

to redress the material balance of political power in his favour by
acquiring control of the existing networks of trade and tribute. 1In this

endeavour, John Dunn's expertise proved invaluable as trade and tribute

contributed to Cetshwayo's military and political power.

(i1) The Trade Factor

There is a conspicuous scarcity of discussion on the role played by trade
in the Zulu political economy from the later years of Dingane's reign
in the 1830s and extending through the remaining period of the kingdom'é
history. The white hunter-trader had long been active in Zululand
beginning with the Portuguese penetration southward from Delagoa Bay in
the seventeefnth and eighteenth centuries, followed by the English
traders pushing northward from Port Natal, from 1824.(124) These
traders bartered their stocks of woolen and cotton blankets, calico,
salampore cloth, brass ornaments, 'Tambo' and 'Mercandos' beads and
tobacco for live cattle, hides, ivory and horns.(lzs) Guy attaches"
little importance to the role of trade in the Zulu political economy :
'...the impact of colonial trade of this kind was slight, for the trader
in Zululand was not able to introduce any product which came to be seen
as essential to the Zulu way of life and which could not be manufactured

(126)

within the country'. ~ Since cattle were the most valuable and easily

(122) wWright and Edgecombe, 'Mpande Ka Senzangakhona', p.57.
(123) Gibson, Story of the Zulus, p.109.

(124) Guy, Destruction of the Zulu Kingdom, p.15.

(125) sS.N.A., 1/1/7, nos. 1-57.

(126) Guy, Destruction of the Zulu Kingdom, p.15.
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transportable commodity of exchange the 'trader gained possession of
the surplus commodity produced in the country and thus demanded no

an

alteration to the process of production'.

If 'significance' is measured in terms of changes in the established
pattern of production processes then trade was not a 'significant'
factor in the Zulu political economy. Trade did not stimulate the
development of commercial enterprise or promote the manufacture of
commodities produced by the agricultural economy. But, trade in the
Zulu kingdom was 'significant' if the focus is on the motives of
individuals or classes in Zulu society who control and distribute
trade goods. Shaka and Dingane both used trade to enhance their

(128) Trade became the exclusive

authority over their subjects.
prerogative of these monarchs; they distributed the blankets, cloth,
utensils and metal ornaments to the royal women of the Zzigodlo,

(129) In this

favourite retainers and members of the ruling class.
manner, European trade goods became associated with ‘exclusivity and
were regarded as a further extension and magnification of royal -

authority.

During Mpande's reign the royal grip on trade and traders was considerably
relaxed. The greater degree of political autonomy enjoyed by the
district chiefs gave them and their subjects an opportunity to barter
directly with white traders without fear of retribution from the king.
Thus, trade goods lost their aura of exclusivity as they became more
freely available to the mass of the population. Not only did Mpande

lose the monopoly on trade, but, some Zulu brazenly exchanged royal

cattle for trade goods - a development of which Mpande complained
bitterly.(130) In 1868 Reverend Robertson, an Anglican missionary in

Zululand, recorded Mpande's jaundiced view of traders and the loss of

royal exclusivity which had been associated with trade goods:

(127) I1bid., pp.15-16.

(128) Stuart and Malcolm (eds.), Fynn's Diary, pp.131-132.
(129) 1Ibid., p.143; ‘ard Okoye, 'Dingane’', p.229.

(130) Mael, 'Problem of Political Integration', p.214.

T ———
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He (Mpande) said that I held it to be very bad that
all the people shguld wear any kind of blanket they
chose, so that there was none specially belonging to
the King. ...Bad, bad indeed, but it is the fault of
the white men themselves, they don't bring them to
me, they go all over the country selling them to
anybody. (131)

Robertson was a keen observer of economic and political conditions in
Zululand during the 1860s. In an interview with Cetshwayo at Ondini
he reminded the heir-apparent of the economic changes wrought in

Zululand by white traders:

Again, there was a time, I told him when the face of
a white man was unknown to them, now there were
thousands everywhere, and in Zululand proper they
were to be seen everyday. There was a time when
blankets were unknown, the skins of animals being
their only clothing, and the first blankets, white
ones, were appropriated solely by the chiefs. It
was death to any to wear one. After a time

traders introduced coloured blankets, and these became
royal ones. Then again these were abandonéd for
others. Now there is no royal colour, blankets

are allowed to all.(132) :

Colonial based trade from Natal could either enhance or diminish the
authority of the central government depending on the degree of control
exercised by the king over the agrarian society. Shaka and, to some
extent, Dingane had sufficient political power to not only keep the
royal herds intact but to expropriate cattle from their subjects

and district chiefs.(133)

Mpande's loss of political power immediately
before and after the 1856 Civil War also represented a loss of material
power. The district chiefs acquired enough political power to become
the de facto owners of the royal cattle they supposedly tended for

the king. The Natal traders naturally gravitated to those members of
the ruling class who had the authority to exchange cattle for the trade

goods desired. Shaka and Dingane controlled the majority of cattle

(131) Anne MacKenzie (ed.), The Net Cast in Many Waters (London, 1869),
P.29. Robertson's interview with King Mpande, 16 Aug. 1868.
(132) Ibid., pp.25-26. Robertson's interview with Cetshwayo,
28 May 1868.
(133) Webb and Wright (eds.), James Stuart Archive, vol. I, p.7.
. - Evidence of Baleka Ka Mpitikazi.
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in the kingdom and thus had the means to entice the traders to bring

their wares to’them exclusively.(l34)

In contrast, Mpande did not

have the political and military clout over‘tﬁe district chiefs to enforce
a royal monopoly on trade, nor did Mpande have the resources to
expropriate cattle at will from the districts as an inducement for
traders to deal with him exclusively. The district chiefs appear to
have traded their own cattle and some of the king's stock as well to

the traders. The white traders adjusted to shifts in the political
fortunes of the Zulu ruling class by trading with the kings, district

hiefs and headmen who controlled the cattle.(135)

While trade with colonial Natal did not bring about alterations in the
productive processes of the Zulu kingdom, traders were responsible for
channeling thousands of cattle and hides into Natal from

neighbouring territories. From the time of earliest settlement in
1824 there was nearly always a great demand for cattle in Natal. Zulu
refugees fleeing Dingane and Mpande took thousands of their cattle

with them across the Thukela into Natal between 1830 and 1850.(136)

The growing colonial economy needed cattle and oxen for meat, milk,
hides and, most importantly, for draught animals used in cultivation and
transport riding. Undoubtedly, livestock were the most often bought
and traded commodity in an economy based on the twin supports of

commerce and agriculture.(137)

Durban based merchants also had a stake in the cattlé trade with Zululand.

They outfitted the hunter-traders with imported manufactured wares.(138)

(134) Stuart and Malcolm (eds.), Fynn's Diary, pp.131-132.

(135) MacKenzie (ed.), The Net, p.29.

(136) Okoye, 'Dingane', pp.223-225.

(137) P.J. Colenbrander, 'The Zulu Political Economy on the Eve of the
Anglo-Zulu War', unpublished paper presented to the Conference
on the Anglo-Zulu War 1879, University of Natal, Durban,

Feb. 1979, p.19.
(138) Mitford, Through the Zulu Cowntry, pp.128-130.
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The Durban merchants found it rewarding to cultivate trade with the

Blacks of Natal and Zululand. In 1878 the Standard Bank of South

Africa gave a very conservative estimate of the value of colonial

trade with the African populace. The figure for Natal was

approximated at L75,000, while that of Zululand was calculated at

39)

L12,000.(1 Contemporary estimates put the traders' profit margins

between seventy-five and one-hundred percent.

(140)  yiefora explained

the connection between the merchant and the trader:

Perhaps he is fitted out by a storekeeper in which
case he gets a percentage on the profits, or the
wagonload is entirely his own affair. He is away
two, three, or four months, according to the number
of his wagons, the success he meets with, or the
route by which he travels. It is indispensible

that he should be well acquainted with the native
language; furthermore, he must be firm and business-
like in all his dealings, for the Zulu is a hard nail
at a bargain, and will always try to get as much and
give as little as he can.(141)

Periods of political crisis and cattle disease released a larger volume

of cattle and hides to Natal traders than was usually the case at

times of political stability. It is difficult to estimate with any

degree of accuracy the actual number of cattle and hides flowing

into Natal. The Natal government, in its export statistics, did not

keep separate figures for the cattle and hides that were produced in

Natal and those coming from Zululand. But the export value of ox and

cow hides from Natal rose sharply whenever there was a major political

or economic crisis in the Zulu kingdom. Between the unstable strife

ridden years of 1856 and 1861, or exactly the number of years separating

Cetshwayo's victory at Ndondakusuka and his recognition as heir-apparent

by Mpande and the Natal government, therewas a three to fourfeld increase

in the value of hides exported by Natal. In 1855, a year before the

second Zulu Civil War only L3,201 worth of ox hides were exported;

(142)

(139)
(140)

(141)
(142)

P ——————— e —

B.P.P., C.-2222 of 1879, Enclosure 1 in No. 55. E. Thomas,

Manager, Durban Branch, Standard Bank, to Sir. B. Frere, 16 Dec.1878.
Mitford, Through the Zulu Country, p.p.129-130.

Ibid., p.129.

N.B.B., no. 6, 1855.
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(143 The figures doubled in

in 1856 the figure shot up to L11,568.
1857 reaching a peak of L21,440.(1A4)
in the next two years standing at L16,229 and L12,460 for 1858 and 1859

(185} 1. 1861 the value of exported hides was L10,551.(146)

The figures dropped slightly

respectively.
There is a sigﬁificant drop in Natal's hide exports in the period of
more stable political conditions beginning in 1862 when the figure is

down to L5,884.(147)

These figures - suggest that political struggles and internal warfare between
1856 and 1861 were partly responsible for the attrition of Zululand's
cattle population. The large concentrations of men under arms

in the civil war period saw large numbers of cattle slaughtered to

feed the contesting armies, the Ggoza dependents and refugees.(las)
Political instability was not the only factor which delivered large
numbers of cattle and hides into the hands of hunter-traders. A severe
lungsickness epidemic swept through Zululand from 1856 until 1860.

The movement of large numbers of cattle during the civil war period
probably fanned the epidemic through the cattle herds of the kingdom

at a faster rate than would have been the case under more stable
political conditions. Ironically, white hunter-traders from Natal

were responsible for introducing lungsickness into Zululand in the

late 18505.(149) Thus hunter-traders took maximum advantage of
domestic warfare and cattle disease to secure cattle and hides in

Zululand.

A renewed flare-up of lungsickness in the late 1860s and early 1870s was

certainly responsible for the precipitous rise in hide exports from Natal

(150)

during this same period. In 1868 ox hides exported from Natal

(143) I1bid., no. 7, .1856,

(144) Ibid., no. 8, 1857.

(145) N.B.B., no. 9, 1858; and N.B.B. no. 10, 1859.
(146) Ibid., no. 12, 1861.

(147) Ibid., no. 13, 1862.

(148) Bryant, The Zulu People, p.336.

(149) Colenbrander, 'The Zulu Political Economy', p.12.
(150) 1b7d. :
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(s1) The onset of lungsickness in Zululand

were valued at 18,284,
can explain the sharp rise in hide exports in 1869 when they total
117, 445. 3522

Natal's hide exports which coincide precisely with the reported

Between 1870 and 1875 there is a spectacular leap in

intensification of the lungsickness epidemic in Zululand:

Year Value of ox hides exported from Natal

1870 L24,409 (153)
1871 L36,225 (154)
1872 143,980 (155)
1873 L56,062 (156)
1874 186,028 (157)
1875 L105, 279 (158)

It is ironic that Cetshwayo was held largely responsible for the further
spread of lungsickness throughout his kingdom in the 1870s. Upon his
coronation in August-September 1873 King Cetshwayo held a royal inspection
of the nation's cattle that had been gathered from throughout the land

for the occasion. This act, according to Dunn, spread the epidemic

more widely over the entire country:

But, this particular muster ended in serious disaster.
It was the death-blow to cattle breeding in Zululand.
'Lungsickness' had been, and was very busy with many

of the herds collected, and mixing them up spread

the disease all over the country, and judging from

the number of hides that the traders carried from

the country during the two following years, the

number of cattle must have been reduced by at least
half. So that Zululand, from being one of the
richest, is now one€ of the poorest cattle countries in
this part of South Africa, and I believe it will never
be one-half as well off in cattle as in the olden day.
Oxen are at present very scarce, and the Zulus set a
greater value on an ox than a whiteman does.(159)

(151) Ipid., mo. 19, 1868,
(152) Ibtd., no. 20, 1869,
(153) Ibid., mno. 21, 1870.
(154) Ibid., no. 22, 1871.
(155) Ibid., no. 23, 1872,
(156) Ibid., mno. 24, 1873.
(157) Ibid., no. 25, 1874.
(158) Ihid., no. 26, 1875.
(@59) Moodie (ed.), Three Generals, pp.57-58.

e — e ——
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Dunn's observations were remarkably accurate. The two years following
the 1873 coronation saw Natal's export value of ox hides reach their
highest records in history. In 1874 and 1875 these exports were
valued at 186,028 16 and 1105,279¢161)

observer claimed that one Durban merchant alone exported 90,000
(162)

respectively. Another

hides that had come from Zululand. While the above ¢laim may well

be an over-estimate of hide exports from Zululand the conclusions reached

by close and intimate observers of conditions in the kingdom are all
unanimous - that there was a serious if not disastrous depletion of
Zulu herds in the 1870s as a result of lungsickness. In this case,
the white-hunter trader had a 'megative' impact on the Zulu political
economy. It was he who had first brought the scourge of lungsickness
into the country. The hunter-trader was also the agent who benefited
most from the national economic tragedy that was cattle disease in
Zululand with exhorbitant profits of seventy-five to over one-hundred

. 6
percent to be made from the t:ransact:mns.(1 3)

While the role of trade and hunter-traders had acted as a force for
political decentralisation during King Mpande's reign, it was a factor
that could also be employed td centralize and enhance the position

of the king. During the 1860s Cetshwayo manipulated the trade factor
to increase his military power and, in the process, strengthened his
claims to the throne. He knew that he did not have the manpower'to
prevent other factions from dealing with the traders. Cetshwayo,
therefore, chose to concentrate his attentions on controlling trade in
strategic rather than non-strategic luxury and utilitarian goods.

By manipulating the importation of firearms he would gain a decisive
edge in military technolozy over his rivals. Cetshwayo needed the
particular skills of John Dunh to acquire a monopoly on guns and
ammunition. Dunn had the business acumen and commercial contacts

in the colonial mercantile world of south-eastern Africa that were

(160) N.B.B., no. 25, 1874.

(161) Ibid., no. 26, 1875.

(162) Colenso Collection, Natal Archives, no. 3, Annexure; Robertson
to Samuelson, 20 April 1887; also cited in Colenbrander, 'The
Zulu Political Economy', p.l13.

(163) B.P.P., C.-2222 of 1879, Enclosure 1 in no. 55. E. Thomas,

Manager, Durban Branch, Standard Bank, to Sir B. Frere, 16 Dec. 1878.
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necessary if firearms were to be purchased, transported and distributed
to Cetshwayo's Usuthu followers. Dunn's success in obtaining large
quantities of firearms may be measured in the lavish gifts of land,
cattle and social and political recognition that Dunn received from

a grateful Cetshwayo.

Cetshwayo's drive for a greater concentration of authority in Zululand
was linked to Dunn's access to firearms which enhanced his military
status throughout the kingdom. The success of this long-term domestic
strategy was apparent with the 1873 coronation of Cetshwayo as undisputed

(164 Through Dunn, Cetshwayo limited and channelled

king of Zululand.
the supply of firearms in Zululand to the Usuthu exclusively. During
the 1860s and early 1870s Cetshwayo's military power grew while that
of Hamu and Zibhebhu declined in proportion. On the eve of his
coronation Cetshwayo could'count on the support of nearly six hundred

men armed with rifles, combined with Dunn's private army of several
(165)

(166 )

hundred hunters. Both Hamu and Zibhebhu professed their loyalty

to the new king. Mnyamana, chief of a third powerful section
in norther Zululand, also gave his hitherto uncommitted support to
Cetshwayo and became one of the king's‘most loyal chiefs and

(167) For six years (1873-1879) Cetshwayo

eventually Prime Minister.
ruled as the legitimate king of a Zulu nation that had not seen the

symbol and substance of political authority so concentrated in the

hands of a monarch since the reign of Dingane, nearly forty years earlier.
However, it was only from 1873 that the cycle of devolution had been

reversed and the trend toward a renewed centralization of political power

begun.

(164) Moodie (ed.), Three Generals, p.58. Dunn claimed that the 1873
coronation was successful because Cetsywayo had proved his military
superiority. He said that 'after this things went on well and
peacefully, owing, I am sure, to nothing but my having advised
Cetywayo, and shown - to the intimidation of the rival factions -
that he could produced a good stand of arms'.

(165) Ibid., p.42.

(166) B.P.P., C.-1137 of 1875, 'Report of the Expedition to Install
Cetywayo as King of the Zulus'. Theophilus Shepstone noted that
Hamu professed his allegiance to Cetshwayo at the coronmation and he
considered this event to be of major importance in legitimizing the
new king's authority.

(167) Gibson, Story of the Zulus, p.123.
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It is significant too that Cetshwayo's most potentially dangerous and
capable rival, Zibhebhu, actively engaged in trade with both Natal
traders and Tsonga and Portuguese traders based on Delagoa Bay. In the
1870s Zibhebhu turned his energies to matters of trade as a means of
acquiring even greater political power. Next to Dunn he was the

most active trader in Zululand and fully appreciated the significance
of the trade routes which ran through Mandlakazi territory in north-
eastern Zululand. He sent his agents into the Delagoa Bay hinterland
and as far afield as the eastern Transvaal with "merchandise such as
beads, blankets, salamporecloth and brass ware to be exchanged for
leopard, civet cat and insimango monkey-skins which were greatly in
demand among the Zulus{(168) Zibhebhu obtained his trade goods from
Lourenco Marques and from parapetetic white traders from Natal. After
1873 he developed close trading ties with John Dunn; Zibhebhu traded
cattle for firearms, with Dunn making all the arrangements for trans-
shipment into Zululand from Delagoa Bay. Zibhebhu policed that
portion of the coastal trade route which ran through his district and
occasionally received gifts of guns and trade goods from Dunn for
allowing Tsonga migrants to travel through the region ummolested.

In the mid to late 1870s Zibhebhu is believed to have wanted to

establish a trading empire in the Delagoa Bay hinterland.(169)

However,
his ambitions were never realized due to the coming of the Anglo-Zulu

War in 1879.

The restriction or relaxation in the supply of firearms to rival

factions is a highly plausible barometer in gauging how united or divided
the Zulu kingdom was during this period. Before his coronation
Cetshwayo restricted the access of firearms to the Usuthu out of a fear
that Hamu and Zibhebhu would :obtain them. Dunn owed his chieftaincy

and much of his financial success to Cetshwayo therefove it suited Dunn

(168) B.H. Kemp, 'Johan William Colenbrander, 1879-1896"',
(quublished Ph.D. thesis, University of Natal, 1962), p.31.
(169) Ibid., pp.31-32.



122

politically and economically to refrain from selling guns to Cetshwayo's

rivals. It is no coincidence that the large-scale arming of all

(170)

factions with guns occurred after 1873. Cetshwayo had only gained

only assurances from Hamu and Zibhebhu that they recognized him as

the legitimate ruler of Zululand at the coronation. With the
acquiesence of the two princes, Cetshwayo relaxed his control on the
gun trade and allowed Dunn to sell firearms throughout all of the
kingdom. Between 1873 and 1878 Dunn imported approximately two-thirds

of the twenty thousand guns reported to have entered Zululand via

171)

the Durban Lourence Marques trade network. There was a mixture

of internal and external political factors that contributed to the

large influx of firearms into Zululand in the 1870s. As Guy concludes:

With the spread of arms amongst the Africans in
southern Africa, it is likely that the Zulu, who
had yet to be conquered and who retained their
economic and political independence and were there-
fore not migrant labourers, were reluctant to fall
behind in any arms race. Mpande was old and the
transfer of power in Zulu society was always a
critical period, and Cetshwayo needed firearms to
increase the strength of the faction which
supported his claim to the Zulu throne. There
was also the growing threat of Boer encroachment
on Zululand's north-west border. All these
considerations must have played a part in
Cetshwayo's decision to import firearms, and he
was encouraged and advised in his decision by John
Dunn, who seized this opportunity to increase

his status in Zululand and, at the same time, to
make a large amount of money. (172)

Cetshwayo held a distinct advantage over his princely rivals when dealing

with the British government in Natal, with Dunn performing the duties

of a de facto foreign minister and private secretary.(173)

(170) Guy, 'Note on Firearms', p.559.

(171) c.o0. 879/15/173, no. 2, p.4. Bulwer to Hicks Beach, 27 Mar. 1878.
(172) Guy, 'Note on Firearms', p.559.

(173) Moodie (ed.), Three Generals, pp.l4, 71.
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Neither\Hamu, Zibhebhu or Mpande employed Europeans as skilled as Dunn
in the procedures of diplomacy. Theophilus Shepstone channelled the
bulk of his correspondence with Cetshwayo through Dunn and considered
him to be an accurate and reliable source of information on the

(174) Until the very eve of the Anglo-

internal politics of Zululand.
Zulu war Dunn succeeded in persuading Cetshwayo to pursue a policy
of caution and co-operation with Natal and refrain from military
demonstrations against the Swazi kingdom and the South African

(173 Dunn's own economic well-being hinged on a policy

Republic.
of peace with the British colony; the movement of firearms, cattle,
trade goods and Tsonga labour required stable frontiers and safe,

open trade routes.

Through Dunn, Cetshwayo was able to broaden his economic base and
monopolize resources other than land or cattle at a time of diminishing
cattle resources. A prime example was the money obtained from Tsonga
migrants in the form of capitation fees and tribute. The king found
it advantageous to collaborate with entrepreneuré by securing labour
for the colony's sugar industry and railway construction projects.
Cetshwayo levied tributary exactions on the subject Tsonga of the
Delagoa Bay hinterland by coercing young Tsonga men to work on contract
in Natal. White recruiters representing planters and contractors

paid the king a 'head fee' for each migrant labourer recruited in this
manner.(176) This additional income enabled Cetshwayo to obtain the
trade goods and firearms that he desired. By 1878 Cetshwayo and

Dunn had succeeded in augmenting the political and economic strength

of pre-capitalist Zulu society by altering the traditional tributary
obligations of the Tsonga to meet the cash needs of the king and the
labour needs of a capitalist white settler community in Natal.

However, cattle were the wealth of the nation and Cetshwayo was the
wealthiest individual in the Zulu kingdom. The king purchased his

rifles, spirits, blankets and other European articles with cattle

’

(174) Theophilus Shepstone Papers (Pietermaritzburg Natal Archives),
Shepstone to Wolseley, 24 Oct. 1876.
(175) Moodie (ed.), Three Generals, pp.127-31.
(176) Ballard, 'Migrant Labour in Natal', pp.25-42. Chapter Four
" contains a more detailed study of Dunn's role in the trade and
tribute networks that developed between the Zulu kingdom and the
Delagoa Bay hinterland.
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which were taken to Durban and sold at Beningfield and Son's auction
sales5177) John Dunn acted as Cetshwayo's financial agent with

the English merchants in Natal and the Portuguese at Delagoa Bay. Dunn
performed the duties of treasurer and kept the king's liquid assets in
his custody. There was little semblance of a cash economy in

Zululand and Cetshwayo and his agent, John Dunn, controlled the flow

of European specie to and from the kingdom. On Dumn's commercial
connections with the Zulu king, Frere wrote: 'occasional lots of

cattle are sent to Durban for sale at public auction on account of the
Zulu king, and the proceeds of such sales are forwarded to him in

178
specie through the agency of John Dunn'.( )

In the final analysis, one must see Dunn as an agent of both
centralization and devolution. Cetshwayo fused Dunn's political and
economic ambitions with his own in the drive to obtain the throne

and rule a united Zululand; at the same time, he had to relinquish a
great deal of authority over Dunn and the Ungoye in order to

secure his 'white man's' services. Thus, there was an uneasy
tension and balance between Cetshwayo, in his capacity as king, and
Dunn, the white frontiersman and chief. Dunn did more for Cetshwayo

' (179)

and Webb conclude. He utilized his accumulated resources and political

than 'profit by his downfall and oppose his return as Brookes

authority to support Cetshwayo.

In a comparative vein, John Dunn's career and his lifestyle was very
similar to that of his northern neighbours, the Portuguese

Prazeros of the colony of Mozambique. Since the sixteenth century
the Portuguese settlers had increasingly acquired the habits and
routines of the dominant African culture. Always few in numbers and
far away from metropolitan protection, authority and social inflﬁenceé
the white land holders or Prazeros became increasingly absorbed into
the African societies which surrounded them. At the same time the

Prazeros used firearms, manufactured wares and the trade in ivory and

(177) Ethel Campbell, In the Brave Days of Old (Durban, 1926), p.14.
Dunn's commercial ties with the Durban Merchant, Sam Beningfield,
are discussed at length in chapter five.

(178) B.P.P., C.-2222 of 1879. Enclosure 1 in no. 55. Frere to Hicks
Beach, 16 Dec. 1878.

(179) Brookes and Webb, History of Natal, p.99.
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slaves to increase their power and status among their African clients
and allies. Newitt, in his richly detailed study of Portuguese

settlement in Zambesia, found that:

' Where African society required the figure of a
chief to maintain its cohesion and to enable it to
function smoothly, the Prazo-holder might fill the
role. The Portuguese senhors commonly performed
six chiefly functions in African society. They
received tribute in kind and in service; they
enjoyed customary rights connected with game and
exacted payments for the breaking of certain taboos;
they had some supervisory powers over the choice of
headmen; they monopolized certain economic
activities; they dispensed justice and they
performed certain ritual functions. (180)

The conditions which fostered the acculturation of Portuguese whites to the
Africanenvironment were evident in John Dunn's life in pre-colonial Natal. The
same cultural processes that had absorbed the Prazeros into neighbouring
African societies were also at work among the white traders of the

Port until the establishment of an effective British colonial presence

in Natal in the 1840s and 50s. The political and economic survival

of whites in Portuguese Zambezia and in pre-colonial Port Natal was
determined largely by the success with which whites adapted to the

local environment and used the institutions and customs of the local
African societies to occupy dominant positions in the hierarchy of

those particular societies. Newitt concluded that the Prazeros 'who

were the most ready to abandon European standards were often the most

successful colonists'.(lel)

(180) Newitt, Portuguese Settlement on the Zambezi, p.172.
(181) Ibid., p.170.
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CHAPTER FOUR

TRADE, TRIBUTE AND MIGRANT LABOUR:
ZULU AND COLONIAL EXPLOITATION OF THE DELAGOA BAY

" HINTERLAND 1818-1879

The control of the strategic north-south trade route between Natal and
Mozambique was a crucial factor in John Dunn's rise to power and
wealthin the Zulu kingdom. This coastal route, which stretched for
250 miles from Durban to Delagoa Bay, was more than a channel for

the supply of firearms; it also served as a ocorridor for the passage
of Tsonga migrants recruited to work in Natal in the 1870s. It is,
however, insufficient to explain Dunn's role in the gun traffic and

as recruiter for the Natal colonial government solely in terms of the
inherent instability in the Zulu body politic and Dunn's own

opportunism.

Dunn assumed control of a trade network that had been in operation since
the development of Portuguese-Nguni tréﬁing ties in the eighteenth
century. The suggestion that trade with Delagoa Bay was a factor in
the consolidation of the Zulu kingdom begs further extension. Trade
was an important factor in the political careers of John Dunn and
members of the Zulu ruling elite. And trade with Delagoa Bay provided
the stimulus for the Zulu conquest and exploitation of the hinterland
and formed one of the cornerstones of Zulu foreign policy during much

of the kingdom's history. Furthermore, the injection of commercial and
planter capital into Natal in. the late 1860s and early 1870s altered
Zulu-Tsonga tributary relations. These adjustments appear to have
accelerated the process of underdevelopment in the Delagoa Bay hinter-

land - a process that had begun with Shaka.

(1) Trade and Tribute

The trade hypothesis has been put forward by several scholars as an

important factor in the formation of the Zulu kingdom.(l) However,
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the trade hypothesis is controversial owing to a number of qualifications
raised regarding the dearth of source material and the depressed state
of trading activities in Portuguese East Africa. Thompson summarized

his doubts on the unconvincing nature of the trade hypothesis:

Portuguese power in the Delagoa Bay area was at a low
ebb in the late eighteenth and early nineteenth
centuries. The trade passing through Lourenco Marques
was small and erratic, and one of the exports was
slaves, who did not come from Nguni country. There
is no evidence of a significant influx of imported
goods from Delagoa Bay into Nguni country in the

time of Dingiswayo and Shaka. There was no vestige
of an emerging entrepreneur class in Nguni society.
There is no testimony, apart from Fynn's, that
suggests that Dingiswayo's primary motivation was
economic. Shaka's was certainly not. Therefore,
while trade may have been a subsidiary factor, it does
not seem to have been a crucial factor behind
political change among the northern Nguni.(2)

“n1lowing on the heels of Thompson's critique was Smith's version of

the trade hypothesis which like the earlier versions, suffers from a lack
of primary evidence. His work, more speculative than substantive, does
perceive a connection between trade andvpolitical power beginning with
Dingiswayo and extending through the reigns of Shaka and Dingane.

Smith suggested that the 'simultaneous consolidation' of several
northern Nguni chiefdoms in the late eighteenth and early nineteenth
centuries cannot be explainedsolely in terms of the 'over-population

(3) (4)

theory', as espoused by Gluckman and Omer Cooper. He contends
that the 'development of the Zulu nation' cannot rest on this mono-causal
interpretation; trade with Delagoa Bay must be considered along with

(5)

the over-population theory. It is more than mere coincidence, as
Smith implies, that Dingiswaye's preoccupation with trade occurred at
a time when he ws incorporating surrounding chiefdoms into the Mthethwa

kingdom. He carried on an extensive trade in ivory and cattle with the

(1) Monica Wilson, 'The Early History of the Transkei and Ciskei',
Afriecan Studies, vol. 18, No. 4, Sept. 1958, p.172.

(2) Thompson, 'Co-operation and Conflict: The Zulu Kingdom and
Natal', chapter VIII in Wilson and Thompson (eds.), Oxford History
of 8.4., vol. I, p.340.

(3) See Alan Smith, 'The Trade of Delagoa Bay as a Factor in Nguni
Politics 1750-1835"' in L. Thompson (ed.), African Societies in
Southern Africa, (Ibadan, 1969), p.171.

(4) For the relevant arguments see Gluckman, 'Rise of Zulu', p.166,
and Omer Cooper, Zulu Aftermath, ch. 12.

(5) Smith, 'Trade of Delagoa Bay, p.171.
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Portuguese at Delagoa Bay; Smith contends that Dingiswayo considered
trade so vital to his political power that he 'made all trade exclusively
his prerogative' and those who disobeyed were to be executed. With

articles of European manufacture Dingiswayo could win clients and collect

(6)

a following. There is also an indication that Dingiswayo's

conquests ran in a north-south pattern and overlapped the coastal

route to Delagoa Bay. Smith explains:

...when Mthethwa expansion (according to Bryant) is
charted, it is found that the groups he conquered, the
ela Tenjeni, Tembu, Zulu, ema Mtabeni, Dhlamini, Kumalo,
Dube, Cambini and Mvele, were more or less located on
an axis which ran from the coast in the south-east
towards the west and north. This lateral expansion
could be interpreted as part of Dingiswayo's continued
preoccupation with trade. Since the long distance
trade with the south was gaining increasing intensity,
this pattern of expansion would have afforded him
greater control of the trade to the north. 1In this
connection, it should be noted that Fynn commented that
during his lifetime Dingiswayo sought to monopolize

the whole of the Delagoa market.(7)

Dingiswayo utilized his trading ties with Delagoa Bay to forge a
temporary military alliance with Maputo to defeat the rival Qwabe.
With the aid of musket-carrying soldiers from Maputo Dingiswayo

easily crushed the Qwabe.(s)

Here was a harbinger of the trade policy
adopted by Dingiswayo's successor Shaka and the first of many examples
in which future Zulu kings and members of the ruling elite, like Dunn,
turned the connection with the Delagoa Bay hinterland to their own

advantage.

The word 'empire' has been loosely applied to describe the Zulu kingdom
from the rise of Shaka in 1818 until the kingdom's subjection to

British rule in 1879.(9) While the term 'empire' might be considered

to be an albo-centric imposition on African history, it is, nevertheless

(6) Ibid., p.184.

(7) Ibid., p.185.

(8) Ibid., p.184. The dispute between the Mthethwa and the Qwabe
occurred over the refusal of the latter to surrender a
pretender to the Mthethwa chieftaincy.

(9) T.0. Ranger, 'The Nineteenth Century in Southern Rhodesia',

in T.0. Ranger (ed.), Aspects of Central African History,
(London, 1968), p.118.
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the most convenient label to describe the Zulu kingdom in relation to
the Tsonga chiefdoms of southerm Mozambique. Shaka's wars of
expansion unified a vast confederation of northern Nguni chiefdoms -
a confederation of peoples who spoke a common language, who were
bound to each other by mythical or real patrilineal affiliations, and
who demonstrated fluctuating degrees of loyalty to a common head,

the king, or at least, to members of the royal family and powerful
district chiefs. Shaka's wars of conquest also extended the formal
authority of the Zulu empire over petty Tsonga chiefdoms inhabiting
the region around the Lake St. Lucia estuary, and informal rule over
large Tsonga kingdoms further north toward Delagoa Bay.(lo) The
Tsonga were predominantly cultivators, much of the hinterland being

11)

unsuitable for cattle. They were too weak militarily to resist
the Zulu invaders and were compelled to submit to their demands for

tribute and facilitate trade between Zululand and Delagoa Bay.

This exploitive network comprised several distinct yet linking processes
in a descending chain of authority. Like many overlord-vassal
relationships the Zulu-Tsonga combination was hvdraulic, and decisions
concerning the amount .and type of trlbute demanded emanated from the
Zulu hierarchy. The Zulu king or members of the elite would command
the chief of a particular Tsonga district to procure locally produced

(12)

or gathered items and transport them to the king's kraals. It is

important to note that while the Zulu elite dominated the relations of
production and re-production they did not control or organize the
mechanics of appropriation. Nor did the Zulu elite usually give
anything in exchange, i.e. trade goods, military protection.(13)
Therefore the Zulu role was, in most cases, external, predatory and

1

enforceable only with military intervention or the threat of intervention.

(10) Webb and Wright (eds.), Stuart Archive, vol. I, pp.63-64.

(11) Ibid., p.64.

(12) I1bZd.

(13) Ipid.

(14) Emmanuel Terray, Marxzism and Primitive Societies, (New York, 1972).
p.149. Terray says that 'What were characteristic of pre-capitalist
modes of production... were non-economic bonds between producers,
means of production, and sometimes also non-producers. These
bonds were not only the political or ideological representation
of the relations of production, but also entered into them as
constituent elements. This presence clearly shows us that in
these modes of production the political and ideological super-
structure was dominant'
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In Tsongaland the paramount chief or district chief was responsible for
mobilizing his. people in the gathering of tribute.  The chief
organized levies of men into hunting parties if the goods required
were animal products such as ivery, hides and feathers. If the tribute
was'agricultural produce or plant derivatives - gourds or calabashes
for instance - the women and children as well as the men assisted in
the collection process.(ls) This was a communal responsibility in
which production was geared to exceed subsistence needs to yield the

required surplus demanded by the external power.

Thus arose a tributary system that began in the 1820s and continued
undisturbed, as far as can be determined, until the early 1860s. The
paramount chief of Maputoland, Noziyingili, enjoyed a considerable
degree of political latitude, due in.large measure to the power and

size of his territory. Vhile the Zulu demanded tribute they sent

(16)

gifts of cattle on occasion in recognition of Noziyingili's status.

The articles most desired by the Zulu were animal products which were
used to adorn the women of the king's Z2Zgodlo and garb the men of the
amabutho for utilitarian and ceremonial purposes. The informant

N
Bikwayo ka Noziwawa stated that the Tsonga sent tribute in the form of:

genet skins for the warriors' dancing girdles; blue
monkey skins for the strips worn at the side of the
face; 1leopard and otter skins for the warriors'
headbands; blue cloth to be worn by the king's
isigodlio; large red beads, and lion and leopard
claws worn by chiefs, elephant tusks (for the king who
would send them on to the Europeans); rhinoceros
horns for making snuff boxes...beads, calabashes,
gourds, etc.(17)

Shaka was the first Zulu king to exercise his authority over Tsongalahd.(ls)

He sent tribute-gathering Z2induna to the St. Lucia chiefdoms,(lg) and

(15) Webb and Wrights (eds.), Stuart Archive, vol. I, p.64.
(16) Ibid., pp.74-70.

(17) Ibid., pp.63-64.

(18) Ibid., p.68.

(19) 1I1bid., p.64.
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to the more wealthy and populous Tsonga kingdom of Maputoland, then
under the reign of Makasana.(zo) Shaka was particularly eager to
obtain pelts and feathers to distinguish as well as adorn his
regiments; genet skins for dancing girdles and genet tails to

(21)

decorate warriors' shields. Copper ingots were equally

desired by Shaka primarily so his smiths could fashion 'handsome wrist-
cuffs (Z.inGxota) for the king's courtiers and arm (7.iSongo) and neck-
rings (Z-umNaka) for his wives}(zz) The Tsonga carried copper ingots,
obtained from the interior (the Limpopo watershed) to Shaka's royal
kraal at Bulwayo, and later to Mpande's Nodwengu kraal.(23) The
collection of Tsonga tribute by the Zulu kings became a yearly
oocurrence. Bikwayo, a Stuart informant, stated that his father,

the king's tribute-collector, would go to Tsongaland only 'after
reaping and threshing took place. It was said that in summer they
should be allowed to set traps and kill the bucks. The calabashes too
would be dry and the seeds taken out. The beer baskets and other

baskets would also have been made'.(za)

Shaka's drive to extend Zulu hegemony over the hinterland appears to
have grown out of a desire to monopolize the Delagoa Bay trade. He
allowed the Tsonga to remain unmolestedvbecause of their usefulness

as traders. By 1823 Shaka had organized trade on a large scale.
Tsonga porters from Maputo carried large quantities of ivory to the
Portuguese factory. The large degree of political autonomy granted to
several Tsonga chiefdoms was due largely to the value attached by Shaka
to their role as porters, intermediaries and commercial agents. 1In
Maputo, Shaka's envoys did not interfere in the internal administration
of the Tsonga chiefdoms and devoted their attention to matters of trade
and tribute collection.(zs) . Although Shaka shifted his trading
activities from Delagoa Bay to the British trading station at Port Natal
in 1824-25 because of the superior trade goods offered, Zulu hegemony
over much of the Delagoa Bay hinterland had already been well established.

Moreover, Shaka laid the foundations of Zulu foreign policy in the

(20) Bryant, Olden Times, p.293.

(21) Webb and Wright (eds.), Stuart Archive, vol. I, p.68.
(22) 1b7d., p.291.

(23) 1bid., p.24..

(24) IbZd.

(25) Smith, 'Trade of Delagoa Bay', pp.186-187.
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region, and he set the pattern that was to be followed by his successors

in the exploitation of the Tsonga peoples.

During Dingane's reign the role of the Tsonga as intermediaries,
carriers and agents took on a renewed importance as trade between
Zululand and Delagoa Bay revived. The reasons for this switch back
to the "north' are attributable to the quality of Portuguese trade
goods then being offered. The Portuguese traded large quantities of
beads and brass ornaments for Zulu ivory. Dingane's attempts to
modernize the Zulu army with firearms led him to purchase, through
Tsonga middlemen, a limited number of muskets, powder, balls and caps

(26) Trade relations between

from the Portuguese in the early 1830s.
Dingane and Port Natal deteriorated sharply when the British traders
refused to supply him with guns. In 1833 the Portuguese governor
at Lourenco Marques halted all arms sales to Dingane; 1in retaliation
the Zulu king sent a? expedition which annihilated the garrison at

27

Lourenco Marques. This punitive operation was an expression of
Zulu determination to maintain its hegemony ovér an area of great
strategic and economic importance.

v
Mpande prosecuted the tributary relationship with the Tsonga with no
less vigour than his predecessors. Masoko ka Manqgelo was the Tsonga /
coppersmith assigned to live with Mpande at the royal kraal, Nodwengu;
his craftmanship was so highly prized by the king that Masoko was

rewarded with many cattle.(zs)

As a number of new age-set regiments
were enrolled during Mpande's reign skins, pelts and feathers remained

valuable tribute items for the outfitting of the amabutho.

Mpande also intervened to settle a succession dispute in Maputoland
to his advantage. In 1854 Chief Makasana (aged ﬁinety-six or ninety-
(29)

seven) died. He had named as heir his second eldest son, Noziyingili,
after his first born, Hluma, had died. Makasana's brother Nonkatsha,

had acquired a considerable amount of autonomy and a powerful following

(26) I1bzid., p.188.

(27) Mackeurtan, Cradle Days, p.168.

(28) webb and Wright (eds.), Stuart Archive, vol. I, p.24.
Evidence of Baleni ka Silwana.

(29) Bryant, Olden Times, p.293.
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in Maputoland and usurped the throne. Noziyingili fled to Zululand
and requested Mpande's support in reclaiming the throne. Mpande
despatched sevén regiments to Maputoland. The Zulu were checked by
Nonkatsha's forces in a clash at Nondaka stream. Mpande rushed
reinforcements to his mauled forces, and eventually Monkatsha and
many of his followers were caught and slain. Noziyingili returned
to Maputoland as undisputed king and ruled from 1854 until his death
in 1886.(30)

grip over the Tsonga; and Noziyingili konza'd the Zulu kings. His

By armed intervention Mpande increased his tributary

throne had been saved by Zulu intervention and as long as tribute was
paid annually, his position was underpinned and his power enhanced

through his links with the Zulu kingdom.

Cetshwayo's victory over Mbuyazi in 1856 changed the locus of authority
in the Zulu kingdom. Mpande was forced to relinquish much of his
royal power and privilege; the flow of Tsonga tribute was one of these
privileges which the king surrendered to the new Paramount. Cetshwayo
appears to have exploited the trade network and the resources of the
Delagoa Bay hinterland more effectively than any other Zulu king.

His initial interest sprang from his participation as a member of the
Tulwana regiment in the expedition to install Noziyingili as king of

(31)

Maputoland. Like his predecessors, Cetshwayo collected items of
tribute such asskins, pelts, feathers and calabashes,.for the men of
the amabutho and the women of the 7Zzigodlo. He also used the Tsonga
as intermediaries in trade with the Portuguese. Bikwayo, the Stuart
informant and envoy for Cetshwayo, said that 'Tsongaland was the great
supplying country for Zululand...Noziyingili of course gave the

largest number of things, one hundred to two hundred men being required

(32)

to carry them'. The Maputo Tsonga supplied firearms, lead pigs,

caps, powder, cloth and carafes of inferior European spirits which they,

in turn, obtained from the Portuguese and Banyan traders.(33)

In the late 1860s and 1870s the coastal route north to Delagoa Bay

assumed an even greater strategic and political importance for

(30) Ibid., p.306.

(31) I1bZd.

(32) Webb and Wright (eds.), Stuart Archive, vol. I, p.68.
(33) Ibid., pp.67-68.
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Cetshwayo with the introduction of firearms. Control of the coast from
Zululand to Lourenco Marques was crucial for it was the only route
through which significant quantities of firearms could reach the
kingdom. The governments in colonial Natal and the boers of the

South African Republic effectively barred any large scale trans-
shiément of firearms across their borders into Zululand. Thus,
Cetshwayo, with the advice and assistance of his agent, John Dunn,
secured the coastal route in order to facilitate the flow of firearms

into the kingdom.

Cetshwayo was the only Zulu king who was successful in circumventing
British and boer restrictions on the sale of firearms. Furthermore,
Cetshwayo enhanced his personal authority and prestige among his people
for he, through John Dunn, had an almost exclusive monopoly on the fire-
arms trade and, therefore, control of the distribution of guns to his
subjects. It is clear that Cetshwayo turned trade with Delagoa Bay

to his political advantage and that the continuation of Zulu hegemony

over much of the hinterland was a recognizable feature of his foreign
policy throughout his career as Paramount and King. Morris's unfortunate
statement that 'Cesthwayo ruled from month to month with no firm policy'

'(36) must be

and that 'no rudder steered the Zulu sﬁip of state
dismissed for what it is - a gross albo-centric distortion of

African political acumen.

Dunn's contact with the Tsonga was also extensive. He frequently
conducted large scale hunting expeditions in the petty chiefdoms
surrounding Lake St. Lucia. The Tsonga konza'd Dunn because he gave
the local inhabitants large quantities of game, keeping the hides and
tusks of ivory and hippopotamus teeth for himself. Dunn remarked

on one particular expedition in 1864 that:

(34) Morris, Washing of the Spears, p.253.
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The finest bag I ever made was one morning before
ten o'clock - twenty three sea cows. One would
think that, with all these carcasses, there would be
a great waste, but not a bit was lost. The natives
around St. Lucia Bay used to come down in hundreds
and carry every particle of meat away...That season
J I killed to my own gun two hundred and three sea
cows, besides a lot of other game, and was only away
for under three months from the day of starting.(35)

Dunn's role as purveyor of firearms was essentially that of middleman-
agent. In this particular instance Dunn may be characterized as

a mercantile outrider. Merchants based in Durban provided the
necessary capital and credit for Dunn to receive firearm shipments;
and Dunn, through his connection with Cetshwayo, important Zulu

chiefs and his Portuguese and Banyan agents took delivery of firearms
and arrahged for Tsonga porters to transport them south into Zululand.
Cetshwayo paid Dunn for the guns in cattle, which were then sent to

Durban and sold to reimburse the merchants.(36)

The importance of the hinterland to the Zulu kingdom as a source of raw
materials and as an access route to Lourenco Marques demanded the
establishment of an administrative agerncy to collect the tribute and

(37 a distinct

regulate trade. This agency comprised royal envoys
and important class of 'imperial administrators' whose sole task it was
to visit the Tsonga chiefdoms and specify the nature and quantity of
the tribute demanded by Zulu kings and chiefs. The tribute-collectors
resided with the Zulu kings at the royal kraals when not in the
hinterland, and they were given wives and cattle for their services.

Shaka's most important collector was Sidhlebe ka Matula.(38) Mpande

(35) Moodie (ed.), Three Generals, p.26. .

(36) Theophilus Shepstone Papers (Pietermaritzburg, Natal Archives),
vol. 66. Reverend 0.C. Oftebro to T. Shepstone, 28 Nov. 1876.
Oftebro was a missionary in Zululand and a reliable informer for
Shepstone. In this letter Oftebro informs Shepstone that Dunn
was taking 146 royal cattle to the Durban market for Cetshwayo.
He assumed that Dunn would sell the cattle and purchase firearms.
Oftebro remarks that 'He (Dunn) is much liked, you know, by the
merchants (arms dealers) because he is a good customer.

(37) Webb and Wrights (eds.), Stuart Archive, vol. I, p.63.

(38) Ibid., p.68.
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is recorded as having had at least ten collectors, and Cetshwayo ten

(39)

messengers as well. Thus, the collection of tribute from the
Tsonga chiefdoms became a well-organized political and economic
activity; and its administrators, the tribute collectors, arose as

a group who enjoyed special privilege and status in Zulu society.

Zulu conquests in the hinterland fostered attitudes of contempt for

the subject Tsonga. In order to justify their conquest the Zulu

came to look upon them as their cultural inferiors. The Zulu

referred to these peoples, particularly the petty southern chiefdoms,

as the Amarubu ('liars' or 'deceitful persons'); perhaps their (Tsonga)
reputation for being shrewd traders had implied connotations of

deception and moral debasement. The Tsonga were also called amanhlwenga
(beggars) which Webb and Wright define as 'a term of contempt, connoting
"worthless foreigners', applied by the Zulu to the Tsonga and neighbouring

(40)

peoples living to the north-east of Zululand'. The Zulu envoys

felt a sense of superiority as the official representatives of the Zulu
king. They were fed and housed at the expense of the Tsonga chief
and his people. They would dismantle the fences of the particular

Tsonga kraal where they happened to be staying for firewood and took

v oo (61

other liberties with the local inhabitants. Bikwayo revealed the

manner in which collectors approached the Tsonga for tribute:

The persons who gave various things were not presented
with anything by the Zulu king. The demand used to be
made of the Tsonga king, who would send out men of his
own to collect and bring to us, we in the meantime
having cattle killed for us and being given food. We
would not collect ourselves. And when the things were
ready the Tsonga king would furnish men to accompany

us with the things to Zululand, they acting as the
carriers. (42). ’

The Zulu-Tsonga tributary system continued undisturbed from the mid-
1820s until the time when Cetshwayo assumed the paramountcy of the

kingdom in 1857-58. All this changed in the early 1860s when a number

(39) Ihid., pp.65-68.
(40) 1bid., p.73.
(41) Ibid., p.64.
(42) I1b7d., p.68.
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of factors had combined to disrupt the network of trade and tribute.
First, the Gaza kingdom, which lay to the north of Maputoland, from
1858 to 1862 endured a protracted civil war between two rival sons of

(43)

Soshangane - Mzila and Mawewe. The former turned to the
Portuguese for military assistance and the latter to the Swazi kingdom.
Mzila defeated Mawewe, who fled to northern Swaziland for protection.
He continued to harass his brother with guerilla-type raids in the
early 1870s. Noziyingili aligned his forces with the Swazis through
marriage and had succeeded in defeating Mzila's allies by the early
1870s. (44

disasters. The Mbethe or Ngongoni famine of 1862-1863 caused great

Second, this political upheaval coincided with ecological

suffering in most of south-eastern Africa, particularly the Delagoa
Bay hinterland. Lack of ground water, combined with a severe lung-
sickness (bovine-pleuropneumonia) epidemic, destroyed most of the
cattle in the country; and a smallpox epidemic ravaged the human

population.(as)

Endemic warfare, drought, famine and epidemics drastically depleted the
resources of the hinterland. These disasters reduced not only the
numbers of people involved in gathering tribute-products destined for
Zululand but also the amount of time aliotted to collection. In
addition, thirty years of systematic Zulu exploitation of the fauna of
the Delagoa Bay hinterland, along with the activities of the ivory-
seekers of Lourenco Marques, had contributed to the scarcity of animal

products.(46)

However, the demands of white entrepreneurs in Natal
for Tsonga labour grew in the 1860s. This forced the Zulu kingdom to
review its established tributary links with the hinterland and readjust

the '"form' of tribute.

(1i1) Colonial Intrusion

++.it will certainly be wrong to look to the Natal
kaffirs to get us out of the difficulty for they
are themselves producers; we must rather look to
the natives beyond our borders, but then there must
be peace amongst them. (47)

(43) Harries, 'Labour Migration', p.62.

(44) Ranger, 'Rhodesia', in Ranger (ed.), Aspects, p.124.
(45) Harries, 'Labour Migration', pp.62-65.

(46) Ibid., p.45.

(47) Natal Witness, 26 Aug. 1870.
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Thus wrote Theophilus Shepstone, Secretary for Native Affairs in
Natal, in reply to white settler demands for cheap African labour

in 1870. This passage reveals Shepstone's proposed solution to
the 'labour question' in Natal and, at the same time, the inherent
risks involved in recruiting black labour from independent African

states and chiefdoms.

By 1860 the production of sugar cane was considered the most lucrative
and adaptable crop for Natal's settler agriculturists to develop.(48)
Hewever, sugar cultivation required relatively large amounts of
capital, technological expertise and plantation type agricultural
tochniques of cultivation. But cheap, plentiful and 'reliable’
labour was difficult, if not impossible, to obtain. The Natal Nguni
were relatively self-sufficient within Shepstone's reserve system.
They normally produced more than enough grain to meet their own needs
and sold their surplus on the open market. The Natal African entered
wage-labour for the settler community only on occasion to acquire the
'artificial' wants offered by European society or, in a lean harvest

year, to pay their annual hut—taxes.(ag)

Therefore, the Matal Nguni
were considered to be 'unreliable' workgrs and the settlers thought
that Africans were shielded by Shepstone's administration of African

(50)

affairs. Thus, the settlers turned to Indian indentures in the

1860s as the solution to the'labour question'.(SI)

However, the ‘disruption
of Indian labour to Natal intensified settler criticism of the reserve
system; this pressure from the white planters and Shepstone's own

plans for exploiting the natural wealth and labour resources of the

northern interior were the most substantial reasons for the colonial
govermment's decision to recruit black labourers from the Delagoa Bay

hinterland.

(48) Brookes and Webb, History of Natal, p.80.

(49) See Bundy, 'The Fmergence and Decline of a South African Peasantry',
PP.369-388.

(50) H. Tinker, A New System of Slavery: The Export of Indian Labour
Overseas 1830-1920, (London, 1974), pp.28-30. Tinker's study of
indenture systems has shown that Natal was but one of a dozen
British colonies involved in this process of contract immigration.
He states that the 'existence of this class of overseas Indians
is the direct consequence of western, mainly British, economic
exploitation of the raw materials of the tropics. It was their
labour, along with British capital and expertise, which created
the overseas wealth of Britain'.

(51) See Ballard, 'The Role of Tributary Labour in the Zulu Political
Economy, 1865-1879', pp.57-73.
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The architect of African administration in Natal was Theophilus Shepstone.
While serving as Diplomatic Agent to the 'natives' he had persuaded

or coerced approximately two-thirds of Natal's black population into

(52)

locations by 1850. Initially, Shepstone endeavoured to 'civilize'

the, Natal Nguni by promoting European agricultural and commercial
techniques. However, Shepstone's improvement schemes were largely

unrealized owing to the parsimonious nature of the metropolitan and

colonial exchequers.(53)

The foundations of the location system rested on the support givenit by
the Colonial Office because it provided security at minimal expense.
The cornerstone of Shepstone's power over African affairs lay in the
legal framework governing the reserves. Under the strictures of
Ordinance 3 of 1849, Nguni Customary Law became a separate entity from
Roman-Dutch law. This legal contrivance, like its founder, was

immune to the laws enacted by the settlers' representatives in the

(54)

Legislative Council. Guest gives an accurate description of

African Customary Law as devised by Shepstone:

Shepstone proceeded to conduct his administration through
an artificially revived tribal structure, in which
fragmentary clans were grouped together and appointed

or "unborn' chiefs were installed over those tribes
which lacked an hereditary ruler. Under this system
Natal's African population was subject to its own
traditional tribal law, in so far as it was not
repugnant to humanitarian considerations. This

law was administered by the chiefs themselves, with

the assistance of 'white Native magistrates' and with

the right of appeal to the Secretary for Native Affairs,
in his capacity as 'induna' to the Supreme Chief, who was
the Lieutenant Governor of the colony.(55)

Within several years of its inception the reserve system was subjected to

virulent criticism from Natal's settler community.

(52) J.R. Sullivan, The Native Policy of Sir Theophilus Shepstome,
(Johannesburg, 1928), pp.31-75.

(53) Welsh, The Roots of Segregation, p.177.

(54) Ibid., pp.16-18.

(55) William R. Guest, Langalibalele: The Crisis in Natal, 1873-1875,
(Durban, Department of History and Political Science, University
of Natal, Research Monograph No. 2., 1976), p.18.
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Settler opposition officially manifested itself in the 'Report of

the Commission of 1852-53'. The conclusions reached by the
Commission set the scenario for the bitter debate between Shepstone
and the settlers. The Commissioners recommended that the size of
the, reserves be substantially reduced in the hope of forcing the
Natal Nguni to leave their overcrowded lands in search of work. The
report concluded that these new units should be situated evenly
throughout the colony so that all settlers could draw conveniently

(56) In the colonists' view the

(57

on the black labour reservoirs.

labour problem was synonomous with the 'native problem'.

The '1852-53 Commission Report' reflected opposition to the location
policy and was enshrined by the settlers as a standing symbol of their

protest as long as African administration under Shepstone remained

(58)

unaltered. Neither Shepstone nor his colleagues on the Executive

Council were satisfied with the location system but the Natal
_Executive and the Colonial Office were firm in their belief that it
would be unwise, even dangerous, to risk sacrificing security to
improve the labour supply. In refusing a settler's request for

location labour Shepstone explained,

the natives of this district are savages and therefore
fickle and uncertain in their opinions and feelings,
and their rules and motives of action cannot be

judged by the principles applicable to civilized men.
It is not reasonable to expect that a nation of hunters
and warriors should at once become steady labourers...
I am to add that in the opinion of His Honour, Lt. Gov.
Pine it would not be prudent to engage in any work
requiring a constant or uninterrupted supply of labour,
relying solely upon that which can be obtained from
the natives.(59)

(56) Proceedings and Report of the Commission Appointed to
Inquire into the Past and Present State of the Kaffirs
in the District of Natal, and to report upon their
future government, and to suggest such arrangements as
will tend to secure the peace and welfare of the
District...1852-53, 7 parts (Pietermaritzburg, 1852-53).
Hereafter cited as 'Commission Report 1852-53'",

(57) Welsh, Roots of Segregation, p.35.

(58) I1b7d., p.33.

(59) S.N.A., 1/8/3.
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In 1856 a duly elected Legislative Council was created in Natal. This
provided a forum for Shepstone's opposition to air their views

(60) The majority of elected

through their elected representatives.
members condemned the reserve system on almost every conceivable

moral and political point as a means of forcing the Matal Nguni into
wage labour. The Legislative Council sought to undermine Shepstone's
position by attempting to legislate for Africans. In 1858 they
complained in a resolution 'that the separation of African affairs

in the administrative system introduced double government and divided
action' and the Council proposed measures that 'would separate the

kaffir and his family from the evils of tribal association‘.(61)

In the mid-1850s experiments with sugar cane in Natal had proved
successful and its production was actively encouraged by the British
government. Increased demands for African labour to expand sugar \
cultivation led to an escalation of settler attacks on Shepstone and
the reserves. These persistent efforts to alter the direction of
African administration were largely unsuccessful. The Colonial
Office was loathe to tamper with a system that stressed security and

economy.(62)

Frustrated by their failures to obtain cheap black labour at the
expense of Shepstone's reserve system, Natal planters explored the
possibilities of importing contracted labour from outside the
African continent. One of the most promising schemes was the
importation of Indian indentures - this was advocated by the
British High Commissioner in Cape Town, Sir George Grey. Grey
pointed to the Indian labourer as the key to the prosperity of the

Mauritian sugar planters.(632

(60) Welsh, Roots of Segregation, p.38.

(61) Ibid., p.35. Welsh makes the point that there was a narrow
distinction between the economic and moral arguments used
against the reserve system. The settlers sometimes supported
legislation that employed a moral argument to achieve an
economic end. For example, the Legislative Council
unsuccessfully proposed that "All kaffirs should be ordered
to go-decently clothed. This measure would at once tend to
increase the number of labourers, because many would be
obliged to work to procure the means of buying clothing'.

(62) Ibid., p.4l.

(63) Correspondence between Sir George Grey and the Secretary of
State on affairs of the Cape Colony, Natal and adjacent
territories, (Cape Colony Bluebook of April, 1857), pp.28-29.
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From 1856 to 1858 the Natal Executive and Legislative Councils worked
in common cause to obtain Indian }abourers.(64) In June 1858 the
Court of Directors of the East India Company gave official sanction to
Natal's application. A spate of legislation relating to passage
costs, periods of indenture and contractual obligations was passed by
the Council in 1859. Law 13 of 1859 stated that Labour Recruiting
Licences had to be obtained from the Lieutenant-Governor's Office.(65)
Two other supporting bills followed the Eastern Emigration bill.
The Public Law No. 14 of 1859 provided for the introduction of Indian
recruits at the expense of the Natal government for their assignment

(66) As a further

under voluntary contracts to individual employers.
incentive to individual initiative the Legislative Council passed
Private Law No. 15 of 1859 which enabled private individuals to obtain
labourers at their own expense provided that they could satisfy the
Natal authorities that their finances could meet the introduction

costs. (6 7)

The recruitment programme was a success from the beginning. Between
November 1860 and June 1861, 1,593 Indians entered Natal.(68) By the
end of 1866, ai)proximately 6,445 Indian\,indentures had entered the
colony. Their labours were largely responsible for the sugar industry
becoming firmly established despite the vicissitudes of a major

; .+ (69)
economic crisis.

(64) Selected Documents presented to the Legislative Council, No. 9.
of 1858. Lt-Governor Scott to Secretary of State, 6 Aug. 1857.
These licences specified the origin, destination and
costs of labourers.

(65) N.G.G., 'Schedule A of Law 13 of 1859°'.

(66) Ibid., 'Schedule A of Law 14 of 1859'.

(67) Ibid., 'Schedule A of Law 15 of 1859'.

(68) General Report of the Emigration Commissioners, 1861,
(Pietermaritzburg, Natal Archives).

(69) Welsh, Roots of Segregation, p.166.
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The economy of Natal was becoming increasingly linked and integrated
with that of western Europe by 1860. This linkage and interdependence
is apparent from the impact of the capital investment crisis of the
mid-1860s which adversely affected the sugar industry. An 'investment
boom' coincided with the disruption of cotton supplies to British

mills during the American Civil War (1861-1865). As a result,

British investors pumped capital into Indian and Fgyptian cotton production
to relieve the shortage. The Natal sugar industry also benefited from
the boom as investors and British banking houses supplied funds to
sugar planters. The end of the American Civil War in 1865 triggered

a plunge in investment as American cotton once again flowed to Europe.
The retrenchment of British capital forced many large loan-dependent
sugar planters into insolvency.(70) Indian emigration which was
financed in large part by loans was discontinued in 1865 and was not

resumed until 1874.

The temporary cessation of Indian emigration was not wholly attributable
to the state of the world economy, which was recovering by 1869. The
re-introduction of indentures was delayed by the British Indian
government until an investigation into the alleged maltreatment of
Indians by white settlers had been carf&ed out to their satisfaction.(72)
Lieutenant-Governor Keate ordered an investigation into the list of

grievances: thus was born the 'Coolie Commission' of 1872.(73)

The commissioners, cognizant of the importance of a renewed supply of
labour to the sugar industry, recommended the correction of the more
obvious abuses such as flogging, fines for sickness and inadequate
medical services and facilities. The Legislative Council passed
legislation embodying the recommendations of the 'Coolie Commission'
in Law No. 12 of 1872.(7%)

satisfied with Natal's attempts to remedy the more blatant abuses and

The Indian government was eventually

lifted the embargo on Indian re-emigration in 1873.(75)

(70) M.F. B1tensky, 'The Economic Development of Natal, 1843-1885',
(unpublished M.A. thesis, London University, 1955), PP. 217-218
and 238-240.

(71) N.G.G., 1873, pp.137 and 334.

(72) Ibid., 1871, pp.447-450.

(73) Ibid., 1873, p.358.

(74) Sessional Papers of the Natal Legislative Council, No. 1 of
1872, 'Report of the Coolie Commission.

(75) N.G. G., 1873, pp.137 and 334,
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The period between the economic recovery of Natal in 1869 and the re-
introduction of Indians in 1874 was a period of serious, if not
severe, labour shortage and dislocation. Indian labour had served

to establish sugar cultivation, but economic pursuits other than sugar
still had to rely on and compete for African labour. The majority
of settlers had never reconciled themselves to accepting Shepstone's
reserve system as a fait accompli. The Secretary for Native Affairs
enjoyed a brief respite from settler criticism during the depression
years (1866-1868). This was due more to a dwindling demand for Indian
and African labour than to settler acceptance of Indian indentures as
the solution to the 'labour question'. The economic recovery in 1869
stimulated demands for cheap non-white labour. When this labour was
not forthcoming in sufficient numbers the settlers and their political
spokesmen resumed their offensive against Shepstone and the 'native'
administration in a determined effort to extract black labour for

the expanding economy.(76)

In 1869 Shepstone's control of African affairs was threatened when

the elected members of the Legislative Council attempted to pass a

bill for the amalgamation of the offices of Colonial Secretary and
Secretary for Native Affairs. Its obgect was clearly '...the transfer
of the control of the Natives from the Crown to the local legislature..,’,
so that '...a still larger quota.of money should be contributed than at
present for public purposes by the Natives, and that they should supply
with certainty and at a cheap rate the manual labour required by the
colonists...'.(77) Shepstone survived this assault on his authority
because it ran counter to the prevailing policy of the Colonial Office

which desired strong executive control over African affairs.

Settlers were also angered by the siphoning of Natal's African labour
to the newly opened diamond fields along the western reaches of the Vaal
in the late 1860s and early 1870s. There was strong incentive among

the Natal Nguni to seek employment at the diggings because remuneration

(76) Welsh, Roots of Segregation,p.180.
(77) Guest, Langalibalele, p.121
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was attractive. In addition to a variety of manufactured goods,

Africans were eager to be paid for their labours with firearms, the

(78).

Bitensky estimates that well

(79)

most prized possession to be had.

over ten thousand Natal Africans found work in the diggings.

Whiée settler claims that there was a chronic shortage of African labour
appeared constantly in the journals, letters and memorials of nineteenth
century Natal colonists. In many cases, settlers were prone to gross
exaggerations in their estimates of labour shortages, and their
statements must be weighed with care. But, during the period between
Natal's economic revival in 1868 and the lifting of the ban on Indian
immigration in 1874, the evidence would suggest strongly that there

was indeed a critical shortage of cheap (translated black) labour.

In 1874 crops were rotting on the ground according to the report of the

(80)

Wragg Commission. The sugar planters of the coastal districts of

Alexandra, Durban, Inanda and Tugela were particularly hard hit and

appealed to the government for relief.(81)

Ironically, Shepstone came
to the aid of the planters by employing the system of Zsibhalo - a
system of forced labour normally used by the Natal government to draft
levies of Africans from the reserves to labour on public projects.

This institution was extremely unpopulé% among both Natal Africans and
settlers because Zstbhalo drained black labour away from private

(82)

employers into the service of the colonial government. However,

in 1874 Shepstone considered the labour shortage so critical that he
instructed the district magistrates of the coastal districts to summon

istbhalo labour to harvest the sugar crop:

His Excellency requests you to summon before you all the
chiefs and headmen under your jurisdiction, and inform
them of this state of things; the practice of combined
effort to prevent the gifts of the season from being lost
for want of being reaped is familiar to the natives as
between each other, and the Supreme Chief (Lt.-Governor)

(78) Shula Marks and Anthony Atmore, 'Firearms in Southern Africa:
A Survey', Journal of African History, XII, 4 (1971), pp.517-530.
(79) Bitensky, "Economic Development', p.217.
(80) Kondapi, 'Indians Overseas 1838-1949', (London, 1951), p.21.
The Wragg Commission information contained in 'Brief of
Instructions issued to the Delegates of the Government of India
to the Conference (1926),p2. Despatch dated 26 Aug. 1873.
(81) Welsh, Roots of Segregation, p.123.
(82) VNatal Mercury, 4 Mar., 1864.
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wishes it to be impressed upon them that the practice
should be considered by them to be a duty to the white
man also, under whose government the natives enjoy so
much protection and so many privileges.(83)

Intensified criticism of Shepstone's administration occurred at a time
when political and economic factors combined to limit and even diminish
the available supply of African and Indian labour. Shepstone displayed
an amazing resilience to settler attempts to destroy or compromise

his powers as Secretary for Native Affairs, and with it the reserve
system. Yet Shepstone responded to the 'labour question' with a
solution that was supported by the Legislative Council; his plan was

“o import Tsonga migrants from their territorial homeland which lay

(84)

between Delagoa Bay and northern Zululand. Correspondence between
Shepstone and John Dunn in 1863 indicates that the Secretary for Native
\ffairs considered the Tsonga people a viable source of labour for
NaLal.(SS) The Legislative Council followed Shepstone's lead and
passed Law 13 of 1859 which provided legal entry for Tsonga migrants
on three year contracts. Shepstone prevailed upon Mpande to allow

(86)

Tsonga .labourers through Zululand on their way to Natal. However,
a number of complications doomed this early recruitment scheme to
failure. First, Cetshwayo, Mpande's an and heir-apparent, was the

de facto ruler of a large portion of Zululand by 1863. Cetshwayo's
acquisition of political power gave him control of key economic
resources, one of these being the tribute collected from Tsongaland.

Not wanting to appearun-cooperative with the Natal government, Cetshwayo
relayed a message to Shepstone, through Dunn, promising to restrain the
Zulu from molesting the Tsonga. However, Cetshwayo was reluctant to
allow the Tsonga to migrate freely to Natal for fear of losing already
diminished manpower that procured the annual tribute. Dunn's letter

to Shepstone indirectly reveals Cetshwayo's empty promises of co-operation
and feigned helplessness in protecting Tsonga travellers from the

rapacity of his subjects:

(83) S.N.A., 1/8/10. Instructions from Shepstone to magistrates Inanda,
Tugela, Alexandra and Durban, 12 Jan. 1874. Also quoted in
Welsh, Roots of Segregation, p.123.

(84) Etherington, 'The Rise of the Kholwa', p.61.

(85) S.M.A., 1/1/13 of 1863. Dunn to Shepstone, 8 July 1863.

(86) N.G.G., 1863, p.280.
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Cetshwayo has promised to do all in his power to assist
in the people coming safely .through. the country, but it
is troe enough what he says, that he daren't be too
strict with his people as they would leave him and go
to Natal; there is a great jealousy amongst the people
in the country here, about the Amatongas being allowed
to go through as a free nation. It is hardly to be
wondered as the Zulus until lately got their chief
supply of cat and other skins from the Amatongas, but
since the Amatongas have taken to work the supply has
dropped. (87).

Cetshwayo's natural reluctance to aid the further disintegration of
the tributary system was matched by an aversion on the part of the
Tsonga to being yoked to a three-year indenture contract. This
measure was adopted by the Legislative Council to ensure labour
reliability and applied to all 'foreign' labourers entering the

(88)

service of Natal employers. Dunn informed Shepstone of his

failure to enlist any significant number of Tsonga to work in Natal:

They wish to be allowed to come out in small bodies

of from six to ten and work whenever they like. Now
I do not think this would do the labour question much
good as they generally go to those that least require
them and the planters would not be benefited by them.
They also object to being bound for three years.(89).

The threat to Zulu-Tsonga tributary relations posed by Natal's capitalist
economy never materialized in the 1860s. Nevertheless, the amount of
tribute decreased during this decade. This process continued in the
1870s with the lure of the diamond fields attfacting many Tsonga from

their increasingly impoverished land.

With the recovery of the Natal economy and the increasing impoverishment
of the hinterland Tsonga labourers trickled into the colony in response
to new opportunities. Planters and agriculturists were pleased that -
the Tsonga were coming into Natal to work but there were problems
concerning the sometimes perilous passage of migrants through Zululand.

mis had the effect of discouraging a regular supply of labour. The

(87) S.N.A., 1/1/13, Dunn to Shepstone, 8 July 1863.
(88) N.G.G., 1863, p.372.
(89) S.N.A., 1/1/13, Dunn to Shepstone, 27 Sept. 1863.
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Natal Executive was also concerned about security for no system existed
to control the migrants coming into the colony. Both the colonists
and the Natal government wanted sufficient labour and legal controls

on their employment and movement in Natal. With this in mind, a
select committee of the Legislative Council submitted a report in

1872 recommending that a migrant labour system be created with adequate

(90)

recruiting and security controls. Shepstone supported the committee's

proposals and attached a memorandum to the report, (entitled the
'Supervision and Control of Native labourers from Inland Tribes').(gl)
His approval was well received by the Legislative Council, as his memo

testified:

From what I have seen of the effect of private efforts
of planters to secure the services of these people
(Tsonga) by means of paid agents, each for his own
employer, I am strongly of the opinion that the
govermment should act paternally towards them, as it
does toward Indian immigrants, and take charge of them
the moment they enter the colony by means of officers
appointed for that purpose.(92)

In addition to his support, the memorandum explicitly stated Shepstone's
programme for regulating the African mférants once inside the

boundaries of Natal. The importance that Shepstone attached to
security requirements in the reserves was now extended to include.black
migrants. Shepstone also advocated measures in which the District
Magistrates and white employers would co-operate in discouraging

desertion and in securing additional revenue through taxation.(93)

While Shepstone sympathised with the settlers' mneed for cheap black
labour, security aéainst the threat of African rebellion and unrest

remained the determinant in his administration of African affairs. The

(90) Selected Papers presented to the Legislative Council, No. 12,
13 Nov. 1872. Hereafter abbreviated as L.C.
(91) Ibid.

(92) Ibid., p.7. Shepstone's memorandum of 13 Nov. 1872.
(93) Ibid.



149

Secretary for Native Affairs supported a trans-territorial migrant
labour system to avoid further settler sallies against the reserves ’
which, in his eyes, would erode the security that the reserves ensured.
Shepstone, once committed to importing African migrants, felt compelled
to extend his control over them both within and without Natal's
boundaries. Etherington explains the motivation behind Shepstone's

pre-occupation with regulating the African populace:

Above all, Shepstone worked to maintain external and
internal security. It little profited a servant of
the Crown in southern Africa if he protected African
land rights, provided cheap labour, and civilized

the heathen, but did not at the same time avoid
expensive military operations. His tenure in office
depended on keeping the frontier quiet and the colony
secure against rebellion. In the pursuit of the first
of these goals, Shepstone relied on adventurous
diplomacy. (94)

In order to understand fully the regularization of an extra-territorial
migrant labour system in Natal one must appreciate the external
political complexities at work. By the late 1860s the British

colonial authorities in Natal were exprsssing an interest in

extending British influence into the Déiagoa Bay hinterland. Shepstone
supplied the motivation for establishing a British presence in the
region immediately south of the Portuguese port of Lourenco Marques

on Inyack Island.(gs)

Shepstone saw in a British acquisition of
territory in the hinterland an opportunity to thwart moves by the South
African Republic to secure an outlet to the sea and to secure Tsonga
labour for Natal. However, the Natal authorities were fully aware that
the Zulu were de facto rulers of the hinterland, and not the Portuguese
colonial government. Natal's Lieutenant Governor Keate confirmed this
view in correspondence with Cape Governor and High Commissioner Sir

Henry Barkly:

(94) Etherington, 'Rise of the Kholwa', p.62.

(95) 'Mpande: Extracts and Letters relating to Mpande (1858-1871)"',
(K.C.L.), File 13691, No. 5. Extract of letter from Lt.
Governor Keate to Sir Henry Barkly, 17 Dec. 1871.
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With regard to the exercise of Portuguese authority
south, of that island (Inyack) it should not be lost
sight of that in point of fact the whole of the country
extending from the northern borders of Natal along the
sea coast as far as the southern shore of Delagoa Bay,
including Inyack Island is under the Supreme Native
Chieftainship of Panda the Zulu Chief, whose authority
is now exercised by his son Cetewayo. Nozingili the
Tonga Chief whose territories lie along the south coast
of Delagoa Bay from Point Culatto, to where the country
of the Chief of the Amahlamini, Umzila, commences, is a
subordinate chief, tributary to Cetewayo, though in the
internal affairs of his own country independent of
Cetewayo's control.(96)

Shepstone and Natal officials realized that the systematic and uninterrupted
procurement and transportation of Tsongalabourers hinged on the establish-
ment of an accord with the Zulu kingdom. There is evidence to suggest

that Tsonga labourers and petty traders were harassed, robbed and
intimidated by Zulu when passing through Zululand to and from Natal.(97)
What Shepstone needed was an opportunity to negotiate with Cetshwayo to
settle a number of outstanding issues, the unrestricted passage of
Tsonga labourers being among them. The death of Mpande in September
or October 1872 gave Shepstone an opporgunity to bargain with the heir-
apparent. The chance for diplomatic d&scussions was provided when
Cetshwayo extended an invitation to Shepstone to attend his coronation

(98)

and bestow the British govermment's approval.

Cetshwayo's power had increased since the unstable years immediately
following the 1856 civil war, but a number of problems still plagued
him at the time of the coronation. The most dangerous problem centred

around an unresolved boundary dispute with the South African Republic

(99)

in the Blood River district. '; The threat to Zulu sovereignty was

compounded further by the informal alliance that existed between the °

Transvaal boers and the traditional enemies of the Zulu in Swaziland.(loo)

(96) Ibid.

(97) S.N.A., 1/1/13. Saville to S.N.A., 24 June 1863.

(98) B.P.P., C.-1137 Aug. 1873, 'Report of the Expedition to Install
Ceteywayo', pp.4-24. Hereafter cited as 'Installation Report'.

(99) Etherington, 'Rise of the Kholwa', pp.184-188.

(100) Moodie (ed.), Three Generals, pp.68-69.
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A third factor contributing to Cetshwayo's uneasiness was the existence
of two potential dynastic rivals. These were the royal princes Hamu
and Zibhebhu, half-brother and cousin respectively; each commanded

(101) Cetshwayo

large and powerful followings in northern Zululand.
was, well aware of his weaknesses and was anxious to conclude an
alliance with Natal. His aim was to strengthenhis claim to legitimacy

and to enrol British support against the South African Republic.

Shepstone was aware of Cetshwayo's weaknesses and sought to wring
certain political and economic concessions from the new King in return
fntINatal's recognition of his paramountcy. On 1 September 1873,
Sl:opstone 'installed' Cetshwayo as King of Zululand on behalf of the

(102) The importance of this occasion was not the

British Crown.
actual recognition of Cetshwayo but the intensive negotiations on the
items listed on Shepstone's agenda. The subjects discussed and agreed

upon were as follows:

1. The relations of Natal with the Zulus, which should
be continued on the same footing on which they had
been heretofore under Panda's reign,

2. The new laws to be proclaimed by me (Shepstone) on
Cetywayo's installation, the full particulars of
which, as given hereafter, were fully agreed upon
at this meeting and which amount to a kind of Bill
of Rights,

3. The position of the missionaries and their comnverts
in Zululand,

4. The introduction of labourers from beyond, through
Zululand, by means of an organized system of resting
or feeding places.(103)

Cetshwayo's failure to persuade Shepstone to commit the British government
to an alliance against the South African Republic was the only point
not agreed upon. Although the worsening relations between Zululand
and the Transvaal prompted the most heated arguments, the discussions

concerning the passage of Tsonga labourers occupied more of the

(101) Ibzd., p.4l.

(102) B.P.P., C.-1137 Aug. 1873, 'Installation Report', p.l4.
(103) Ibzd.
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negotiators' time than any other topic, lasting two full days.( )

Shepstone began the negotiations by explaining Natal's need :for Tsonga
labourers. He then proceeded to impress upon Cetshwayo the
desirability of establishing recognized corridors of transit along
which rest stations and stores of provisions would be conveniently
placed to house and feed the migrants while en route. Shepstone
went on to explain that the Natal planters did not expect 'unemployed
Zulus' to work in Natal, but that the Natal govermment did expect
'that no obstacle to reaching Natal through Zululand would be placed
in the way of members of tribes beyond, who were not only willing but
anxious to earn wages by labour, and that on their return to their
own country these labourers would be protected from being robbed of

the wages they had thus earned'.(los)

Cetshwayo countered Shepstone's arguments with several objections.
First, Zulu who lived along the coast route were plagued by Tsonga
travellers who raided gardens and mealie patches in search of food.
Second, Cetshwayo expressed deep reservations over the erection of

rest-stations and boarding-houses in Zulu territory for fear of an

influx of Europeans bent on occupying land. (106)

According to Shepstone's own account, he reaffirmed the determination
of the Natal government to procure Tsonga labourers, and assured that
the implementat<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>