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INTRODUCTION 

This doctoral work grew out of my Master's 

dissertation, in which I traced the hist~ry of Durban 

Jewry from its origins until 1918. On commencing this 

thesis it was my intention to complete that history by 

bringing it up to the present time. I therefore regret 

that I allowed my fascination with each aspect of my 

community's history to hold me too willingly, with the 

result that I found myself exhausted on reaching the end 

of 1961. Whilst I know that with this date, the history 

of Durban and its Jewish community does not end, it does 

afford a convenient and appropriate stopping point. Not 

only was it the year in which South Africa began a new 

era in its history as a Republic, outside of the British 

Commonwealth, but, by 1961, almost all the organisations 

which constitute the framework of Jewish communal life 

had emerged and were already firmly established. 

The ability with which Jews have been able to settle 

in all the far-flung parts of the world and to take root 

there, establishing communal institutions and preserving 

their unique heritage, whilst at the same time sharing in 

the affairs of the wider community of which they are a 

part, has long been a source of fascination and pride to 

me. In this work I have consequently focused on these 

two characteristics of Diaspora Jewry, and have sought 
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not only to detail the emergence and development of 

Durban's Jewish communal institutions, but also to trace 

the contribution made by the Jewish community to their 

City and Country. The history of Durban and South Africa 

has not, however, been treated as a central issue, and 

only those developments which directly affected the 

Jewish community have been discussed and analysed. 

For the sake of clarity this work has been written 

in a chronological form, the period under revi.ew being 

broken down into sections, which are roughly divided as 

follows: 1919-1929, 1930-1935, 1936-1939, 1939-1945, 

1945-1955, 1956-1961. Within each of these loosely 

defined sections are chapters dealing with Durban Jewry 

and general life, as well as with the specific Jewish 

organisations. In this way the story of a particular 

institution can be traced by referring to the relevant 

chapter within each section, with only minimum reference 

being necessary to chapters dealing with other topics. 

Although this has made the work longer than might 

otherwise have been the case, it is my sincere hope that 

it will facilitate easy reference for those wishing to 

examine an aspect of the history of the community, and 

will spare the reader having to wade through much 

material which is of lesser interest to him. 

The present study was handicapped by the absence of 

a complete history of Durban, and by the almost total 

dearth of published material relating to the contemporary 

history of South African Jewry, a welcome and notable 
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exception being Dr Shimoni's masterly and incisive work 

Jews and Zionism: The South African Experience 1910-1967. 

Research of the history of Durban Jewry was also 

complicated by an absence of many early minute books or 

institutional records, and by an unwillingness on the part 

of certain institutions in possession of such records to 

allow access to these sources. Work on the chapters 

related to local Zionist activity was further handicapped 
-

by the unavailability of copies of the Zionist Digest in 

Durban. In the present study much use has, therefore, 

been made of contemporary newspaper reports, primarily 

The Natal Mercury~ The Natal Daily News~ The Zionist 

Record and the South African Jewish Times. As will 

become clear from the body of this work the journalists 

did not cover all events and much information relating 

to communal activities was gleaned from the Hasholom, 

which proved to be an invaluable source of reference. 

* * * 

In the course of researching and compiling this work 

I was fortunate to enjoy the support and assistance of a 

number of people and institutions. For all their help, 

my grateful thanks go to the librarians of the Don 

Africana Library in Durban, as well as to the staff at 

the libraries of the South African Jewish Board of 

Deputies and the South African Zionist Federation in 

Johannesburg. The interest and encouragement shown me 



iv 

at all times by Mrs S. Hodes and her staff at the South 

African Zionist Federation (Natal), as well as by 

Mr J. Goldberg, the Communal Director, and the staff of 

the Council of Natal Jewry were also extremely gratifying 

and very much appreciated. In the course of my research 

I enjoyed the good fortune of being able to draw on the 

assistance of certain well informed members of the 

Jewish community whose wealth of memories and mementos 
-

of milestones in the community's history helped to make 

the past come alive, and gave a very human angle to the 

recorded word. To Mr S. Ernst, Mr S. Moshal, 

Mr L. Brewer, Mr D. Strous, Mrs L. Cohen, Mrs M. Broomberg, 

Mrs E. Stange and Mrs P. Weinberg go my most sincere 

appreciation. 

To Mrs Marion Berman, who helped me to correct my 

drafts, and Mrs Bernice Friedman and Mrs Cynthia Adelson, 

who typed this dissertation I feel a very special sense 

of gratitude. 

This work was made possible by a grant from the 

Human Sciences Research Council, to whose President and 

Council I remain deeply thankful for their sustained 

support. In acknowledging the financial assistance of 

the Human Sciences Research Council towards the costs of 

this research, I wish to emphasise that the opinions 

expressed, or the conclusions reached, are my own and are 

not to be regarded as a reflection of the opinions and 

conclusions of the HUman Sciences Research Council. 

The costs incurred in typing and duplicating this 
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thesis were largely borne by a grant made to me from the 

Cecil Lyons Trust and by an extremely generous grant from 

the Durban branch of the Uni on of Jewish Women. I am 

very grateful to the South African Jewish Board of 

Deputies, the Administrators of the Cecil Lyons Trust, and 

the Chairman and Executive Committee of the Durban branch 

of the Union of Jewish Women for having seen their way 

clear to assist me in this manner. 

In conclusion I must record my indebtedness to 

three very special people, without whose encouragement 

and support I would never have been able to realise my 

academic ambitions. To my esteemed Rabbi, teacher and 

friend, Rabbi Dr Abner Weiss, who, across many miles, 

stretched out a supportive hand and offered sound advice 

go my thanks, which, however well articulated, fail to 

adequately express my gratitude and my affection for him. 

To my beloved parents who have stood by me and to whom I 

owe so much go my final thanks. I dedicate this work to 

them as a small token of my appreciation for all that 

they have done for me . 

* * * 

In accordance with the rules of the University of 

Natal, I hereby state that this whole thesis, unless 

specifically indicated to the contrary in the text, is 

my own original work. 
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SECTION ONE 1919 - 1929 

CHAPTER I 

1919 

The new year of 1919 was universally welcomed with 

hope . After much bloodshed and terrible suffering the 

Great War had ended with the Armistice and the world, 

weary of fighting, looked forward to the conclusion of a 

treaty that would ensure a lasting peace. 

Although they numbered only three percent of the 

total population of the town 1 the 1,644 Jews resident in 

Durban,2 having participated fully in every aspect of the 

3 war effort, also welcomed a new year unclouded by 

conflict. The multifarious activities undertaken by the 

1 The NataZ Mercury, August 30, 1920, p.8. 

2This figure was made up of 901 males and 743 females. 
(The Zionist Record, April 30, 1922, p.25.) 

3 . 
See S.G. Cohen, A History of the Jews of Durban~ 
1825-1918. Unpublished Masters Dissertation 
(University of Natal, Durban, 1977), pp.364-401. 
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Jewish community during the years of hostilities were 

characteristic of the Jews of Durban as was borne out by 

their history, which was contemporaneous with that of 

White settlement in Natal.
4 

until the turn of the century Durban Jewry was 

essentially Anglo-Jewish in background and culture. 

Differing little, therefore, from their fellow townsmen, 

except in matters related to their faith, and unhindered 

by any legislation directed against their religion, the 

Jew.s of Durban had consequently participated in full 

measure in the general life of the wider community5 and 

h d h d ' 't ,6, 17 d l ' t' 1 a s are In l s economlC, SOCla an po l lca 

affairs.
8 

4Nathaniel Isaacs who was amongst the first Europeans 
to be associated with Port Natal, reached the port 
on October 1, 1825. See Ibid.,pp.4-20. 

5The Jewish community of Durban, for example, in 
common with other sectors of the population, 
organised special religious services to mark 
milestones in the Empire's history, (Ibid., 
pp.127-128, 146, 253, 261.) and Jews played their 
part in the Anglo-Boer War, (Ibid., Chapter VI) and 
the Bambata Rebellion. (Ibid., pp.338-340.). 

6Ibid ., pp.77-117. 

7 Ibi d ., pp.211-214, 346, 354, 406-407. 

8 In 1857 Jonas Bergthe i l sat in Natal's first 
Legislative Council, (Ib id ., p.36) and Jews showed 
interest in elections at both municipal and government 
levels. (Ibid., pp.127, 331, 342) Jewish residents 
of Durban were elected as Town Councillors. (Ibid.! 
p.33!) Mayor, (Ib id ., pp.352, 357, 360) Members of 
the Legislative Assembly, (Ibid., 341.) the 
Provincial Council, (I bid., pp.361-362.) and the 
Union Parliament. (Ib id ., pp.352, 363.) 



On occasions economic rivalry9 or religious 

prejudiCe 10 had, however, manifested themselves in 

activity directed against individual Jews. Within a 

society which prided itself on its dominant British 

tradition, an integral part of which was religious 

toleration, such feelings had never found expression in 

overt acts of anti-Semitism on the part of the local 

populace. No organised anti-Semitic activity had, in 

fact, ever occured in Durban to cause the Jewish 

residents to feel threatened, or give them cause to 

be.lieve that their right of domicile was in any way 

impermanent. If anything , those isolated outbursts of 

anti-Semitism that were felt, were offset by the 

3 

practical sympathy that members of the Gentile community 

showed for oppressed J -ews abroad,ll and by the respect 

that they generally accorded the Jewish faith and its 

adherents at home. 12 

Such discrimination against the Jewish community as 

did occur, generally took the more subtle, but no less 

hurtful, form of social prejudice. Members of the 

9See Ibid., pp.128-131, 333-337. 

10Ibid ., pp.192, 373-374, 394-395. 

11Ib~d., 25 26 " pp.1 -1 , 330-331, 391-393. 

12At . f . . 
serv~ces 0 a C~v~c nature the religious 

representative of the Jewish community was accorded 
an equal place to that of representatives of other 
faiths followed by the White section of the 
population. (Ibi d ., p.128.) Prominent Christian 
personalities in the town also responded generously 
to an appeal for funds for the erection of the 
St. Andrew's Street Synagogue. (Ibi d ., p.241.) 
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Jewish faith other than those most prominent in public 

life, and therefore more socially acceptable, were 

thereby effectively precluded from certain clubs and 

sporting bodies, as well as from certain public schools.
13 

Whilst such discrimination diminished gradually after 

World War I it never entirely disappeared. 

The predominance of the Anglo Jewish element within 

the community had, to a certain extent, tendered to be an 

inhibiting factor in the emergence of Jewish communal 

institutions. Consequently, until 1899 the only Jewish 

organisations in the town had been the Durban Hebrew 

Congregation, founded in 1883,14 the Durban Jewish 

Benevolent Society, which had been formed in 1898,15 and 

. t ' Z' . t A . t ' 16 an lnac lve l.onlS · SSOCla lon. 

Unlike their more observant and traditional East 

European co-religionists, the Jewish leaders of Durban, 

who weTe English in all but their religious affiliation, 

had not experienced the need to maintain a branch of the 

Jewish national movement or exclusive Jewish social and 

cultural forums. It was, therefore, only with the 

arrival of numerous East European Jewish refugees during 

the Boer War, and in the waves of immigration which 

followed the restoration of peace, that organisations 

13 
See below pp.44, 50, 55, and The Natal Mer c u r y , 
April 29, - 1931, p.16 . , April 30, 1931, p.23. 

14 
S.G. Cohen, p.140. 

15 Ib id ., p.160. 

16 see Ib i d., pp.155-159. 
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. . . t' 17 th D b such as the Durban Zlonlst Assocla lon, e ur an 

d I ., • t ' 18 d th D b J . h La ies Zlonlst Assocla lon, an e ur an eWlS 

Social and Literary society19 had been successfully 

established in the town. 

For the Jews from Easte'rn Europe, who had come from 

an environment steeped in Orthodox tradition, the level 

of orthodoxy and standard of Jewish education which was 

provided by the Hebrew Congregation had given ground for 

much dissatisfaction. This discontent had ultimately 

resulted in a split within the ranks of the Durban Hebrew 

Congregation and, in 1909, had witnessed the emergence of 

the Durban New Hebrew congregation. 20 

At the dawn of 1919, however, the Jewish community 

of Durban, notwithstanding its dominant English tradition, 

which made it appear different from its sister communities 

in other centres, was neither isolationist nor exclusivist 

in outlook, nor was its division in congregational 

affiliation a sign of weakness and inactivity. Through 

its bonds with the South African Jewish Board of 

17 Founded in 1901 (Ib id ., p.201.) 

18 Founded in 1903 (Ib id ., p.290.) 

19 Founded in 1905 (Ibid . , p.311.) 

2°F or a full account see Ibid ., pp. 247-248. 
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21 d . 22. t Deputies and the South African Zionist Fe eratlon l 

remained linked to communities in other parts of South 

Africa. At the same time its active Jewish Ladies" 

GUild,23 Benevolent society24 and Literary Club and 

Zionist Association 25 were evidence of its vibrant 

communal life. 

210n the origins and development of the Board see 
Gustav Saron, liThe Long Road to Unity" in The Jews 
in South Africa A Hi s t ory, ed. Gustav Saron and 
Louis Hotz (London, 1955), pp.226-269 .. 

220n the origins and development of the Zionist 
Federation see Jack Alexander, "South African 
Zionism, II in The Je ws in Sou th Afr i ca A Hi story, II 
pp.270-282. 

23F d' orme In 1904. (S.G. Cohen, p.284.) 

24Which was reorganised and properly constituted in 
1906 (Ib i d., p.277.) 

25Formed in 1916 ( I b id ., p.428.) 
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CHAPTER II 

THE YEAR OF THE TREATY OF VERSAILLES 

Although in 1919 Europe was no longer embroiled in 

conflict, for some time the war and its aftermath 

continued to overshadow life in Durban. 

Even after the Great Peace Conference opened in Paris 

on January 18 under the presidency of the French Premier 

1 Georges Clemenceau, troops from Durban were still being 

2 
repatriated or demobilised, and preparing to return home. 

Simultaneously, Imperial troops returning to England from 

East Africa, and Australians homeward bound from Europe, 

passed through Durban. Many of these soldiers were 

entertained at the West Street Hut, one of the many set 

up for the convenience of soldiers during the war, and 

1David Thomson, Eur op e Since Na pole on (London, 1972), 
pp.613-615. For a more detailed account of the 
Peace Conference see Harold Nicolson, Peace Ma k i n g 
1919, (New York, 1965. ) 

- 2They included Isidore Hanreck, who had served on 
the Western Front since 1915 (The Natal Mercury, 
March 25, 1919, p.5. ) B. L. Emanuel, who had served 
with the 4th S.A. Infantry (Ibid ., March 31, 1919, 
p.7.) Edgar S. Henochsberg (I bid ., April 18, 1919, 
p.7.) Eric Super (Ib id . , April 24, 1919, p.l0.) Joel 
Emanuel (Ibi d ., Apri l 29, 1919, p.5.) J.G. Aronson, 
who had served with the R.A.F. (Ib i d ., May 21, 1919, 
p.7.) and Max Wolpert, who had been in the Royal 
Flying Corps. (Ibid ., September 22, 1919, p.11.). 



which was supported by numerous bodies and individuals 

including the Durban Jewish Ladies Guild.
3 

The ladies' concern for the welfare of troops 

returning from the battlefields of Europe, was also 

shared by their menfolk. Mr C.P. Robinson, the Member 

of Parliament for Umbilo and a prominent member of the 

Jewish community, interested himself in the work of the 

Returned Soldiers and Sailors League, and in particular 

in their efforts to secure increased pensions for their 

8 

members. He demonstrated this concern by joining with 

Major Silburn and Mr T. Boydell in presenting to 

Parliament the League's petition for higher pensions.
4 

Mr Philip Wartski, one of the doyens of the Jewish 

community, channeled his efforts on behalf of the former 

servicemen through the Durban branch of the South African 

Prisoners Association, on whose committee he served. S 

The Vigilance Committees which were formed in 

response to the question of repatriation of Germans, 

3Ibi d ., March 25, 1919, p.8. Recognition of the 
Guild's war time activities was reflected in the 
invitation which it received to join representatives 
of other women's organisations at a garden party 
given for the Durban Womens Patriotic League on 
June 30, 1919 by the Viscountess Buxton, the wife 
of the Governor General. Mrs I. Kahn, the President 
of the Guild, who served on the General Committee of 
the Patriotic League and Mrs L. Hart, who represented 
the Guild on the Red Cross Society, availed themselves 
of Viscountess Buxton's invitation, as did 
Mrs V. Robinson, who represented the Women's Unionist 
Association on the Patriotic League's General 
Committee. (Ib id ., Ju l y 1, 1919, p.14.) 

4Ibid ., February 13, 1919, p.3. 

SIbid., April 1, 1919, p.13. 
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found a champion in the articulate person of 

Mr F . C. Hollander M.E.C., one of the town's leading 

Jewish public personalities . In December 1918 at a 

publ i c meeting held in the Town Hall in connection with 

h h d d h "1 1 t' 6 H' this issue e a move t e prlnclpa reso u lon. lS 

sympathy with the work of the Durban committee was 

reflected in his willingness to address meetings on 

behal f of the Committee,7 and in his participation in the 

Congress of representatives from the various Committees 

in Natal, which was held in March 1919 in a Committee 

Room in the Town Hall. The proposals which Hollander 

put be·fore the meeting called for a prohibition on the 

immigration of enemy aliens into South Africa, and the 

power to repatriate all enemy aliens and revoke 

naturalisation certificates. 8 
These proposals met ~with 

wide acceptance . A sub-committee, which included 

Hollander, was set up to redraft the proposed Bill and 

incorporate the principles. expressed in the resolution 

for presentation to parliament. 9 

Hollander's interest and involvement in the work of 

the Durban Vigilance Committee was shared by his 

co-religionist L. Emanuel. In connection with the 

6So uth African Jewi sh Chr onic Ze, December 20, 1918, 
p.1134. 

7 
The Nata Z Merc ury, February 3, 1919, p.ll. 

8Ib i d ., March 26, 1919, p.9. 

9Ib i d . 
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10 
Committee's work he undertook a tour of the South Coast, 

and also carried out the arrangements for a luncheon 

given by the Durban Committee at the conclusion of the 

11 
Congress. 

On June 30, news of the signing at Versailles of 

12 
the l ong awaited Peace Treaty reached Durban, and was 

the signal for an outburst of public rejoicing. The 

Mayor, Mr T. Burman M.P.C., declared Monday, June 30, a 

holiday and arranged for a thanksgiving service to be 

held outside the Town Hall. Public entertainment was 

13 
also organised with three band performances at the Beach. 

Two days later a Victory Fair was held under the auspices 

of the Sportsmen's Contribution to the Governor General's 

Fund . 14 

In the midst of the festivity the Governor General, 

Viscount Buxton, held an investiture in the Durban Town 

Council Chambe·rs, at which decorations were conferred 

upon a number of people for services in connection with 

the war. Amongst those decorated was Mrs Ethel 

Hollander, who was invested as a Member of the Most 

Exce l lent Order of the British Empire, for her services 

10Ib~d., b 3 9 9 v Fe ruary , 1 1 , p.ll. 

ll Ibid ., March 26, 1919, p.9. 

12David Thomson, p.626. See also The Natal 
Mercury, June 30, 1919, p.9. 

13Ib~'d., d b'd v an I "l- ., P . 1 5 . 

14 Ib ~'d . , 1 3 9 9 v Ju Y ,1 1 , pp.7 and 9. 



't 15 to the Red Cross SOCle y. 

The climax of the celebrat,ions was the four day 

11 

holiday held throughout the Empire from August 2-5, which 

was marked by sports tournaments, community singing, a 

Victory Ball, Peace Procession and bonfires, and a special 

pageant for children.
16 

In addition to the United Thanksgiving Service held 

in the Town Hall on August 3,17 a special service was 

held in the St. Andrew's Street synagogue.
18 

Under the 

auspi ,ces of the United Masonic Constitutions of Natal a 

Publ i c Thanksgiving Service was held in the Town Hall on 

Sunday August 10, at which Mr F.C. Hollander, the 

District Grand Master of Scottish Freemasonry in Natal, 

' d d 19 pre,s l e . 

No sooner were the celebrations over, than Durban 

welcomed the Right Hon. W.M. Hughes, Prime Minister of 

the Australian Cbmmonwealth, and Sir Joseph Cook, the 

Australian Minister for the Navy, who stopped over in 

the town en route home from Versailles. In honour of 

the visitors a civic luncheon was held at the Marine 

Hotel, to which about fifty guests, including 

15 Ibid., p. 7 . 

1 6 Ib ,,' d . , I 2 9 v Ju Y ,1919, p.8. 

17 Ibid . 

18 Ibid ., August 1, 1919, p.8. 

19Ibid ., August 11, 1919, p . 8. 



, 't d 20 Mr F.C. Hollander M.E.C., were ~nv~ e . 

At a public meeting a few weeks later Durban 

21 
welcomed General J.C. Smuts, who together with 

General L. Botha had represented South Africa at 

12 

Versailles. Not only had the South African delegation 

secured for the Union the mandate over former German 

South west Africa, but Smuts had also earned much 

admiration for his efforts in helping to create the 

League of Nations. with the sudden death of the Prime 

Minister on August 27,22 Smuts was chosen as Botha's 

successor. 

The joy which Durban Jewry, in common with the rest 

of the Empire, felt on the conclusion of a peace in 

Europe, was however, tempered by news of continued 

outrages against Jews in Eastern Europe. The political 

and military instability which characterised the post-war 

23 period in Germany, and lands further to the east, 

resulted in enormous hardship and suffering for the Jews, 

who were caught up in the turmoil of social and economic 

revolution. 

Nowhere, howeve~ was the suffering of the Jews more 

terrible than in Russia, which was embroiled in a civil 

20 Ibid ., August 7 , 1919, p. 13 . 

21 Ibid., August 25, 1919, p.6. 

22Ibid ., August 28, 1919, p.8. 

23David Thomson, Europe Since NapoZeon (London, 1972), 
pp. 592-597 . 
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war. In August 1919 news of the excesses committed 

h ' h 1 t ' of the UkraJ.'ne 24 shocked against t e JewJ.s popu a J.on 

world Jewry. First reports told of widescale pogroms 

in which it was estimated that altogether 40,000 Jews 

were killed, 40,000 crippled or wounded, and 10,000 women 

violated, while damage to property exceeded one hundred 

million roubles.
25 In synagogues throughout South Africa, 

including Durban, memorial services for the victims of the 

26 massacres were held on August 10. 

The extent of anti-Semitism in Europe and the dread 

of it spreading still further, caused the South African 

Jewish community to watch warily that its' loyalty should 

not be brought into question or doubted. Through its 

Bo d f D t ' 27 th t' th t th J ar 0 epu J.es e sugges J.on a e ews were 

sympathetic to Bolshevism, an idea which found expression 

28 even in the Durban press, was strongly repudiated at 

the Board's Congress in May 1919. 29 

24 salo W. Baron, The Russian Jew Under Tsars and 
Soviets. (New York, 1976), pp.181-186. See also 
The Natal Mercury, August 16, 1919, p.10. 

25 
Salo W. Baron, pp.181-186. See also The Natal 
Me rcury, 'November 5, 1919, p. 9 . 

26 Ibid ., August 8, 1919, p.6. 

27 

28 

For a full account of the creation of the Board see 
Gustav Saron, "The Long Road to Unity," in The Jews 
In South Africa A History, ed. Gustav Saron and 
Louis Hotz (London, 1955), pp.226-269. 

The Natal Mercury, August 30, 1919, p.9. 

29 b 'd I ~ ., May 26, 1919, p.7. 
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Free from persecution themselves, the Jews of South 

Africa strove to help alleviate the distress of their 

suffering co-religionists through the Jewish War Victims 

Fund. This fund, which had been created during the war 

to provide relief for the needy Jews of Europe and 

Palestine, was continued in the post-war period in 

response to the needs of European Jewry. During the 

year meetings of the Durban branch of the Relief Fund 

30 
were held and money and clothing sent to the London 

Central Committee for the Relief of Jewish War Victims in 

Eastern Europe. South African Jewry took enormous pride 

in the fact that, outside of the United States, they were 

the largest contributor to the Fund. 31 

30Ibid ., May 21, 1919, p.6., June 18, 1919, p.8., 
November 21, 1919, p.6., December 17, 1919, p.8. 

31Ib~d., M 26 9 9 " ay, 1 1 , p. 7 . 
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CHAPTER III 

JEWISH CONTRIBUTIONS TO LIFE IN DURBAN 1920 - 1929 

In 1920, as the work of the Jewish War Victims Fund 

on behalf of European Jewry continued,l Jewish attention 

now also became largely focused on Palestine. On 

April 18, 1920 the Allies met at San Remo to draw up a 

peace treaty with Turkey and to decide on the future of 

the former Ottoman Empire. 2 
The Conference's decision 

to incorporate the Balfour Declaration in the Peace 

Treaty,3 and to grant Britai n the mandate over Palestine, 4 

gave cause for universal Jewi sh rejoicing. S 
Durban 

Jewry gave expression to its happiness at a Thanksgiving 

Service and Festival at the St. Andrew's Street synagogue. 6 

The tragic plight of Jews in Eastern Europe, and the 

1 
The Natal Mer cury , March 6, 1920, p.8., May 14, 1920, 
p.6., May 15, 1920, p .1 4., July 28, 1920, p.6., 
August 28, 1920, p.l l. , February 16, 1921, p.9. 

2David Thomson, Euro pe Since Na po l eon (London, 1972), 
pp.629-631. 

3 
Walter Laqueur, A History of Zioni sm, (New York, 
1972), p.4S3. 

4rbi d ., See also The Natal Mercu r y , April 28, 1920, p.9. 

Srbid., May 3, 1920, p. l l . 

6r bi d ., April 29, 1920, p. 6. 
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relative insecurity of Jews in Palestine in the face of 

7 
Arab opposition to a Jewish homeland, contrasted sharply 

with the security and freedom which Jews in Durban 

enjoyed, in common with all subjects of the British 

Crown. This freedom was no where more clearly 

illustrated than in the participation by Jewish residents 

of Durban in all levels of the political life of the town. 

In January 1920, Mr C.P. Robinson, a veteran 

Parliamentarian, who had sat in both the Natal Legislative 

Assembly8 and the Union parliament,9 was requisitioned to 

stand for a third time in the Umbilo division, as a 

10 candidate for the pro-imperial Unionist Party. In the 

General Election, held on March 10, significant gains 

were made by both J.B.M. Hertzog's National Party and 

Col. Creswell's Labour Party at the expense of Smuts's 

South Africa Party and the Unionist Party of Dr Jameson. 

Amongst the Unionist candidates to be unseated, was 

Mr Robinson, who lost to his Labour rival Mr F. Nettleton 

7 

8 

9 

Walter Laqueur, p.453. See also The NataZ Mercury, 
March 13, 1920, p.9., April 8, 1920, p.7., 
April 9, 1920, p.8., April 20, 1920, p.7. 

In 1906 he was elected as one of the representatives 
for Durban County. {S.G. Cohen, A History of the 
Jews of Durban 18 25-191 8 . Unpublished Masters 
Dissertation (University of Natal, Durban, 1977), 
pp.340-342.) 

In September 1910 he was elected to represent Durban 
Umbilo in the first Union Parliament (Ibid., 
pp.352-353.) and in October 1915 he was re-elected to 
Parliament for Durban Umbilo. (Ibid., pp.403-404.). 

10The NataZ Mercury, January 22, 1920, p.7. 
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by 366 votes. A short time later Robinson was 

12 
returned to Parliament as a Senator. 

Mr Nettleton's election to Parliament in place of 

17 

Mr Robinson caused a vacancy on the Town Council, where 

he had represented Ward 2, and necessitated the holding 

of a by-election.
13 

This resulted in a victory for the 

h d Od 1 D 0 14 Labour Party's Jewis can 1 ate, Mr Israe aV1S. 

The sixteen months during which Councillor Davis sat on 

the Town Council 15 might have passed unnoticed, had it 

not been for the unprecedented crisis that he created in 

Municipal circles three months after his election. By 

invokin.g a Municipal ordinance which prohibited a 

councillor to become interested in a contract made with 

the Council, Councillor Davis took legal action against 

the Mayor, Mr T. Burman, the Deputy Mayor, Mr Walter 

Gilbert, and Councillors Henwood and Hutt, who were all 

members of the Turf Club which had a contract to hire 

Corporation land, and had them unseated. 16 

11 Ibid ., March 11, 1920, p.7. 

12Ibid ., June 23, 1920, p.10. 

13 Ibid ., May 6, 1920, p.7. 

14 Ibid . 

lSIn the Town Council elections on August 3, 1921, 
Mr Davis lost the Ward 2 seat by 25 votes. (Ib i d., 
August 4, 1921, p.1l.). 

16 Ibi d ., August 28, 1920, p.11., August 30, 1920, p.10., 
September 1, 1920, pp.8-9., September 2, 1920, p.9., 
September 3, 1920, p.7., September 11, 1920, p.13., 
September 28, 1920, p.S., September 29, 1920, p.11., 
October 11, 1920, p.9 . , October 28, 1920, p.10., 
November 2, 1920, p.9., February 11, 1921, p.7., 
February 15, 1921, p.1S. 
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In the Stamford Hill Division Mr F.C. Hollander
17 

conducted a successful campaign for re-election to the 

Provincial Council which saw him returned with a majority 

18 of 228 votes, whereupon he was again elected to the 

Executive Committee.
19 

The set-back that Smuts had suffered in the General 

Elections caused him to look for ways to strengthen his 

position in Parliament. After lengthy negotiations he 

brought about a merger of the South African and Unionist 

Parties in November 192~ and immediately thereafter he 

20 called a General Election for February 1921. Warning 

principally against the danger of the idea of secession 

from the Empire,21 which enjoyed support in National 

Party circles, Mr Robinson won the Durban Central seat 

for the South African Party in the General Election by 

22 
159 votes. 

In the course of the next three years the support 

17 He was first elected to the Provincial Council in 
1914 (S.G. Cohen, p.361.) and was re-elected in 
1917. (Ib i d., p.406.). 

18 
The Natal Mer cury, June 10, 1920, p.9. 

19Ibid ., June 23, 1920, p.l0. 

20 b °d I ~ ., November 25, 1920, p.l0. On the Election 

21 

and subsequent political developments, particularly 
in so far as Durban and Natal were concerned see 
E.G. Haines, Natal an d the Unio n 191 8-1923. 
Unpublished Masters Dissertation, (University of 
Natal, Durban, 1976), pp.75-97. 

The Natal Mercury, January 15, 1921, p.14., 
January 29, 1921, p.12., February 5, 1921, p.14. 

22 b °d I ~ ., February 9, 1921, p.5. 
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that Smuts initially enjoyed , was wittled down by the 

massacre at Bulhoek in 192 1 , t he Rand rebellion in 1922, 

and the general losses that h is party suffered in by-

1 t
' 23 e ec lons. Evidence of the increased support gained 

by Smuts's political opponents, was the surprise defeat 

of Mr F.C. Hollander, t he South African Party candidate, 

by a Labour Party nominee i n t he Provincial Council 

election of 1923.
24 

In 1923, Jewish support for the Government was 

strained by the application of Section 4 (1) (a) of the 

Immigrant s Re'gulation Act of 1913 , which had formerly 

been applied exclusively to exclude Asiatics, and which 

now came to be used as a vehicle to limit Jewish 

irrunigration. The Government 's belief in the need to 

apply the Act to limit immigration was justified by the 

Minister of the Interior , on the grounds that the large 

scale unemployment existing in the country would be 

aggrevated by an uncontrolled influx of immigrants.
25 

Jewish members of Parliament
26 

and the South African 

J 'h Bo d f D t' 27 h h h d h 11 eW1S ar 0 epu les on t e ot er an, c a enged 

23 

24 

For a full accoun t see B. J. Liebenberg, "The Union 
of South Africa Up to the Statute of Westminister, 
1910-1931," in 500 Year s a Hi s to ry o f South Afr i ca, 
ed., C.F.J. Muller (Pr etoria, n.d.), pp.355-358. 

The Nat a l Me r cury , November 7, 1923, p.11. 

25 Ib id ., March 1923, p.1 1 ., March 10, 1923, p.13., 
May 29, 1 92 3 , P . 1 1 . , Au gu s t 8, 1 9 2 3, p. 9 . 

26 Ib "' d ., h 9 " Marc 1 , 1 2 3, p . 11 . , May 29, 1923, p. 11 . 

27 Ibi d ., August 3, 1925, p.8. Gideon Shimoni, Jews 
and Zi on i sm: The South African Experience 191 0-1 967 , 
(Cape Town, 1980), pp.89-9 1 . 



the Minister's contention arguing that the application 

of the Act was discriminatory and unjustified. 

Whilst the Board of Deputies continued to assist 

Jewish immigrants arriving in Durban, through 

Mr J. Rothstein, its honorary official representative 

on immigration matters in the port, 28 it also worked 

unceasingly to have the Goverriment desist from applying 

Clause 4 (1) (a). The Jewish community's dissatisfaction 

wi th the applicati.on of the Act ended in May 1924 when 

the Government issued a notice agreeing not to put the 

clause into operation for six months, and not to apply 

29 
the Section to Europeans. 

For all the talk in certain quarters in South Africa 

at this time of secession from the British Empire, the 

citizenry of Durban retained a strong bond of loyalty 

with the Empire. This was never more clearly evident 

than during events of an Imperial nature, such as 'the visit 

to Durban by the Commander in Chief of the British Army, 

the Right Hon. Earl Haig of Bemersyde, and Countess Haig, 

in April 1921. Prominent members of the Jewish 

28 The South African Jewish Board of Deputies Report 
of the Executive Committee for the period 
August 1st, 1921 to May 31st, 1923. To be 
submitted to the Fifth Congress Pretoria, 
August 5th and 6th, 1923, p.12. 

29The South African Jewish Board of Deputies. 
Report of the Executive Committee for the period 
August 1st 1923 to June 30th, 1925. To be 
submitted to the Sixth Congress, Durban. 
August 2nd and 3rd 1925, p.6. Gideon Shimoni, 
p.91. 

20 
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community joined in all the public activities in 

connection with the visit,30 whilst the Jewish women of 

the town contributed to the gift presented to Countess 

31 
Haig. No less warmly received in Durban were the 

newly appointed Governor General, Prince Arthur of 

Conn aught and Princess Arthur, who in July 1921 paid 

their first official visit to the town.
32 

In a 

demonstration of affection for the Royal Family, the 

Jewish women of Durban joined women allover South Africa 

in contributing to a fund set up by Mrs Smuts, to provide 

a gift for Princess Mary on the occasion of her marriage 

to Viscount Lascelles in 1922.
33 

Fears for the retention of this Imperial connection 

were widely felt in Durban after the General Election of 

1924 saw Smuts swept from office to be replaced by the 

Pact Government, made up of the National and Labour 

Parties under General Hertzog. Although, in the election, 

support for the South African Party declined considerably, 

Mr C.P. Robinson nevertheless retained the Durban Central 

34 Seat . Notwithstanding the change of Government the 

links with the Empire remained strong in Natal. 

In Durban, concern with national politics was 

30 
The Natal Mer c ury, April 20, 1921, p.9., 
April 21, 1921, pp.7 and 11. 

31 Ib i d ., April 27, 1921, p . 9. 

32 Ib i d ., July 18, 1921, p.l0. 

33 Ibid ., January 25, 1922, p.14. 

34 Ib "o d . , 8 v June 1 , 1924, p.9. 
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momentarily eclipsed by the Natal Centenary Celebrations 

which were held from June 26-29, 1924. The guest of 

honour was the Princess Alice, Countess of Athlone, the 

wife of the newly appointed Governor General of South 

Africa,35 who was received by the townsmen with much 

acclaim. In an even greater outburst of affection for 

the Royal Family, Durban welcomed Edward, Prince of Wales 

in June 1925, and members of the Jewish community were 

amongst those presented to the future King.
36 

Only a 

few months later, together with the Empire at large, 

Durban joined in mourning the death of Queen Alexandra, 

the Queen Mother. 37 To coincide with the memorial 

service held in Westminster Abbey on November 27, prior 

to the burial at Windsor, a Public Memorial Service was 

held in the Durban Town Hall, in which the Minister of 

the Durban Hebrew Congregation officiated. 38 

The election of the Pact Government coincided with 

a complete economic revival in South Africa. Evidence 

of the benefit of this revival within the Jewish 

community, was reflected in the emergence of a number of 

successful businessmen who merited inclusion in the 

delegation from Durban to the Eleventh Congress 

of the Federation of Chambers of Commerce of the British 

35 Ibid. , June 21, 1924, p. 13 . 

36 Ibid. , June 4, 1925, pp.12 and 14. 

37 Ibid. , November 21, 1925, p.13. 

38 Ibid. , November 28, 1925, p. 13. 



Empire. 39 Amongst them was Mr Karl Gundelfinger, who 

was the President of the Chamber of Commerce.
40 

23 

Notwithstanding the country's economic revival, Natal 

generally, nevertheless, remained wary of Hertzog and the 

Nationalists who sought to weaken the bond between South 

Africa and Great Britain.
41 An indication of the 

opposition in Durban to the Nationalists and their Labour 

allies was the defeat of Dr Minnie Alper, the Labour 

42 
candidate in the Town Council elections of 1924, and 

the return of Mr F.C. Hollander, of the South African 

Party, to the Provincial Council in 1927 43 where he was 

immediately elected to the Executive. 44 

At the Imperial Conference in London in October 1926, 

the South African Prime Minister determined to change his 

country's status from one of subordination to Britain, to 

one of sovereign independence within the Commonwealth, 

and he exerted much pressure to place the Dominions on an 

equal footing with Britain. The declaration of 1926 

which emerged from this Conference provided the basis for 

39Ibid ., October 29, 1927, p.l0. 

40The Zionist Record, May 28, 1926, p.36. 

41 
For a fuller account see B.J. Liebenberg, 
pp.359-360. 

42 
The Natal Mercury, August 7, 1924, p.7. 

43 Ibid ., F b 7 e ruary 1 , 1927, p.l1. 

44 Ibid ., March 9, 1927, p.8. 



the Statute of Westminster of 1931.
45 Although 

Hertzog's activities caused concern in Natal, his 

introduction of the Flag Bill in Parliament in 1927 

evoked enormous opposition and an outburst of public 

f l ' 46 ee l.ng. Initially introduced in the 1926 

parliamentary session, the Bi ll, which provided for a 

national flag, created nation wide controversy. Many 

Nationalists demanded a flag that did not include any 

24 

British symbols. In Natal on the other hand there was 

overwhelming support for the retention of the Union 

Jack. In the House of Assembly Mr C.P. Robinson expressed 

the sentiments of his townsmen by voting against the Bill 

47 in each of its stages. In Durban devotion to the 

Union Jack and the Empire, was affirmed at a service of 

re-dedication held in front of the Town Hall which was 

48 
attended by 15,000 people, and in a meeting of protest 

which rejected the proposed new flag. 49 

In an attempt to reach an agreement a Parliamentary 

45 

46 

47 

For a fuller account see B.J. Liebenberg, 
pp.360-362. 

For a fuller account of the response of Natal to 
the Flag Bill , see M.J. Williamson, Natal and the 
Flag Issue 19 25- 1928 . Unpublished Masters 
Dissertation (University of Natal, Durban, 1972). 

The Natal Mercury, May 17, 1927, p.11., 
June 3, 1927, p.11. 

48 Ibi d ., M 17 927 ay , 1 , p. 17 . 

49 Ib id ., May 26, 1927, p.9. 
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Select Committee, that included Mr C.P. Robinson was set 

50 
up. The issue was finally resolved by a compromise 

which resulted in South Africa having two official flags, 

a national flag, which included minature versions of the 

Union Jack and the flags of the former Boer Republics, 

and the Union Jack.
51 

In keeping with their tradition of loyalty to the 

Union Jack and all that it represented, the people of 

Durban, including the Jewish community, joined in 

mourning the tragic passing of Viscount Trematon, the son 

of the Governor General. 52 On the occasion of the 

Silver Wedding of the Governor General and Princess Alice 

the Jews of Durban joined in the general rejoicing by 

contributing to a special Fund set up to suitably 

commemorate the event. 53 
An indication of the affection 

which King George V enjoyed amongst the residents of the 

town was reflected in the concern shown for the King 

during his illness in 1928. In all places of worship, 

including the Synagogue, prayers were offered for his 

54 55 recovery and for his restoration to health. 

50 Ibid ., June 4, 1927, p.13. 

51 Ibid ., October 27, 1927, p.13. 

52 
HashoZom, VI No.1 (August 1928), 14. 

53 
The Nata l Me rc ury, October 5, 1928, p.13., 
October 8, 1928, p.9., November 7, 1928, p.ll., 
November 14, 1928, p.ll. 

54 Ib id ., December 1, 1928, p.15., December 10, 1928, 
p.11 . 

55 Ibi d ., July 5, 1929, p . 18. 
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The close ties which the people of Durban felt with 

the Empire, and their dissatisfaction with the policy of 

the Pact Government, was evident in the uproar that 

followed the Trade Treaty which the Government negotiated 

with Germany. Memories of the war and a fear that the 

Treaty would close the door to further preferential 

treatment of South African products in the British market, 

united opponents to the Government's Treaty. For coming 

out in defence of the Trade Treaty Mr Karl Gundelfinger 

was severely criticised, and ultimately forced to resign 

as president of the Association of Chambers of Commerce 

of South Africa.
56 

The Government's decision to pass 

the Trade Treaty with Germany without submitting it to 

the Senate, evoked a storm of protest. Among those who 

gave expression to the feelings of indignation aroused 

57 by the Government's action was Mr F.C. Hollander M.E.C., 

who also addressed a public meeting on the issue in the 

Town Hall. 58 

For all the opposition to the Trade Treaty, the Pact 

Government enjoyed increased support in the General 

Election of 12 June, 1929, with Hertzog's National Party 

emerging with a majority over all the other parties. 

The South African Party, however, also made gains in the 

election and amongst those returned unopposed to the 

56 Ibid ., March 4, 1929, p.ll. 

57 Ibid ., February 28, 1929, p.l1. 

S8 Ibid ., March 2, 1929, p.15. 
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Opposition benches was Mr C.P. Robinson.
59 

59 Ibid ., May 16, 1929, p.ll. 
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CHAPTER IV 

JEWISH RELIGIOUS LIFE 1919 - 1929 

Ever since 1909 when the ranks of the Durban Hebrew 

Congregation had been seriously depleted by the resignation 

of 43 members, who had established the Durban New Hebrew 

Congregation, the Jewish community of Durban had remained 

divided in its religious affiliation. The split within 

the Congregation had been a manifestation of the diverse 

views which members of the Jewish community had held in 

respect of their faith. 

The st. Andrew's Street Synagogue with its dominant 

Anglo-Jewish tradition had long satisfied the religious 

needs of a large section of the local Jewish population. 

It had at the same time, however, alienated many of its 

members of East European origin, who had found its 

English influence and its innovations, such as a mixed 

choir and women soloists, both strange and unacceptable. 

Characterised by its more traditionalist approach to 

Judaism and by its advocacy of the creation of an 

independent TaZmud Torah, the Durban New Hebrew 

Congregation mirrored the sentiments of its predominantly 

East European membership. Naturally the division of 

the community along ethnic lines and synagogal 

affiliation was not absolute. Just as some Jews of East 
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European descent retained their membership of the Durban 

Hebrew Congregation, so too some Jews of English origin, 

who identified with the more traditional outlook of their 

East European co-religionists, took out membership of the 

b t ' 1 New He rew Congrega lone 

Whilst they had been unable to agree to a unitary 

shechitah arrangement or to the establishment of an 

independent TaZmud Torah, a spirit of cordiality had 

nevertheless governed relations between the two 

Congregations. In 1911, 1912 and 1917 unsuccessful 

attempts had been made to reconcile the two Congregations 

and to bring about an amalgamation. Although those 

efforts had proved groundless members of both 

Congregations had succeeded in working harmoniously on 

, l' t ' 2 varlOUS communa organlsa lons. 

The most pressing problem that faced the" Durban 

New Hebrew Congregation upon the cessation of the war 

was the incapability of the Synagogue in Grey Street to 

meet the needs of the growing Congregation's requirements. 

Whilst plans were made for the construction of a new and 

larger Synagogue, H'igh Festival services were held in the 

St . Geo r ge 's Ha ZZ , on the corner of Park and Smith 

streets. 3 

1 
For a fuller account see S.G. Cohen, A History of 

the Jews of Durban 1 825 -19 18 . Unpublished Masters 
Dissertation (University of Natal, Durban, 1977), 
pp.246-248. 

2Ibid ., pp.269-270 and 411-416. 

3 
The Natal Me r cury, May 14, 1924, p.10. 
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On December 17, 1922, the Foundation Stones of the 
4 

new Synagogue in Park Street were laid by Mr I. Rosenbach 

and on September 2 of the following year the Synagogue 

5 
was opened and consecrated. The doors were opened by 

Mr M.K. Rosenbach, and the service was conducted by the 

Revs. H. Rubin, A. Levy (the former minister of the 

Durban Hebrew Congregation ) , J. Levine (of the 

Pietermaritzburg Hebrew Congregation) and N. Menachemson 

(of the Durban Hebrew congregation).6 

Indi.cative of the cordial relations that existed 

between the two Congregations in Durban was the 

participation of the Cantor of the Durban Hebrew 

Congregation in the consecration ceremony, and the loan 

of Siphrei Torah to the New Hebrew Congregation for the 

. 7 serVl.ce. 

For the leaders of the Durban Hebrew Congregation 

the most pressing issue remained the need to find a 

suitable encumbent for the post of minister. Ever since 

the resignation of the Rev. Abraham Levy in 1910 8 

ministerial responsibilities had largely been borne by 

the aged Rev. Samuel Pincus, who had assumed office in 

4Ibid ., December 9, 1922, p.10 

5Ibid ., September 3, 1923, p.10. 

6South African Je wi s h Ch ron icle, September 7, 1923, 
p.717. 

7Ibid . 

8 S.G. Cohen, p.256. 



31 

Durban in 1891,9 and by visitors who periodically 

d h 
. 10 

conducte t e serVlces. 

The absence of a minister was most keenly felt 

11 
whenever services of an extraordinary nature were held, 

because of the wider community's rec?gnition of the 

St. Andrew's Street Synagogue as the Mother Synagogue of 

the town and its services as representative of Jewish 

community sentiment in general. 

The void in the spiritual leadership of the 

Congregation came to be partly filled in 1922 with the 

appointment of the Rev. N. Menachemson, of Johannesburg, 

9Ibid ., p.148. 

10They included the Rev. Jacobs of Johannesburg (The 
Natal Mercury, January 23, 1919, p.6.), the 
Rev. A.M. Kaplan of Boksburg (Ibid., 
February 20, 1919, p.6.), the Rev. Kellan of East 
London (Ibid., May 22, 1919, p.6.), the 
Rev. M.L. Cohen of Standerton (Ibid., 
August 1, 1919, p.8.), the Very Rev. Dr J.H. Hertz, 
the Chief Rabbi of the United Congregations of the 
British Empire, who visited South Africa in the 
interests of the Jewish War Memorial (Ibid., 
December 28, 1920, p.l0.), The Rev. Wilder of Cape 
Town (Ibid., February 3, 1921, p.8.), the Rev. M. Kay 
(a former reader of the Congregation) (Ibid., 
March 10, 1921, p.8.), the Rev. A. Levy of Port 
Elizabeth (a former minister of the Congregation) 
(Ibid., June 30, 1921, p.6.), the Rev. E.H. Matthews 
of Kroonstad (Ibid., August 18, 1921, p.6.), and 
Mr W. Marcus of Pretoria (Ibid., September 14, 1921, 
p.6.). 

IlThese included a Thanksgiving Service upon the 
signing of the Peace Treaty (Ibid., August 1, 1919, 
p.8.), a Memorial Service for victims of Polish 
massacres (Ibid., August 8, 1919, p.6.), and a 
Thanksgiving Service for the restoration of 
Palestine to the Jews under the mandate of Great 
Britain (Ibid., April 29, 1920, p.6.). 
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. d 12 as ASSlstant Rea ere In the same year, however, the 

Rev. Pincus died, after having faithfully served the 

13 community for 32 years, and the responsibility of 

caring for the Congregation's spiritual needs devolved 

largely on one man again. 

For the Durban Hebrew Congregation the appointment 

in 1924 of the Rev. Eric Montagu Levy brought to an 

end, "many years of almost heartbreaking delay and 

disappointment, not altogether unmixed with impatience 

and growing despair.,,14 Having received his religious 

training at Jews' College and having graduated B.A., 

both at Oxford and London, and L.L.B. London, the Rev. 

Levy, who was the former Jewish chaplain of Aldershot 

Command, was considered imminently qualified to occupy 

the pulpit of the newly enlarged St. Andrew's Street 

15 
Synagogue which had stood vacant -for so long. The 

new minister and his family arrived in Durban on 

16 August 29, 1924, and were welcomed by the Mayor and the 

Congregation's President at a communal reception given 

. th ' h 17 ln elr onour. On September 7 the Rev. Levy was 

12"The Durban Hebrew Congregation. Its Origin and 
Development" in The Durban Hebrew Congregation 
Fiftieth Anniversary 188 4-19 34, 5644-5694, 
(Durban, 1934), pp.11-12. 

13 
The NataL Mercury, July 26, 1922, p.11. 

14 
HashoLom, I. No.9 (May 1924), 1. 

15 Ibid • 

16 
The NataL Mercury, August 30, 1924, p.8. 

17 Ibid ., September 4, 1924, p.7. 
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inducted into his new position in a special ceremony in 

18 
the St. Andrew's Street Synagogue. 

Almost immediately the new minister threw himself 

into the multifarious tasks associated with his office. 

At the KoZ Nidrei service, a short while after his 

arrival, the Rev. Levy broached the question of Kashrut 

and its general non-observance within the community.19 

In Durban it had long been customary for each 

Congregation to award a contract on an annual basis for 

the supply of Kosher meat to its members. Attempts by 

the two Hebrew Congregations to arrive at a unitary 

shechitah arrangement, had in the past proved 

20 
unsuccessful. The system of contracting, which placed 

the. monopoly of the Kosher meat supply in the hands of 

one butcher, caused dissatisfaction, since it was 

regarded as the root cause of the poor service and the 

inferior quality of meat supplied by successive Kosher 

b t h . D b 21 u c ers ln ur an. Consequently only 60 householders, 

in a community numbering more than 600 families, 

22 
patronised the Kosher butchery. Notwithstanding the 

efforts of the Rev. Levy it was some years however before 

18 Ibid ., September 9, 1924, p.11. 

19 
HashoZom, II No.2 (October, 1924) 1 and 2. 

20 
S.G. Cohen, pp.414-416. 

21 
HashoZom, II No.3 (November, 1924) 1 and 2. 

22 Ibid . 
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the question of kashrut could be satisfactorily settled.
23 

Confronted by poor Synagogue attendance the 

Rev. Levy, who reflected a very traditional outlook, 

rejected the suggestion that a mixed choir, once a 

24 
feature of the Synagogue service in Durban, would 

, h b f I h' 25 lncrease t e num er 0 regu ar wors lppers. 

Nevertheless he encouraged the creation of an all male 

Synagogue choir, under the direction of Mr J. Lurie, 

which was credited for the increase in attendances at 

Sabbath eve services. 26 He also introduced a youth 

service that attracted large numbers of young people 

to Sabbath morning services. 27 

As minister of the Congregation the Rev. Levy also 

came to involve himself fully in the communal life of 

his community. Shortly after his arrival in the town, 

he was elected an honorary member of the committee of the 

Du b Z ' 't A 't' 28 d;t I b r an lonlS ssocla lon, an. was not ong efore 

he identifi.ed himself with the work of the Jewish 

Benevolent Society29 and involved himself in the 

23 
See below pp.203-204. 

24 
S.G. Cohen, p.218. 

25 
Hasholom, II No.7 (March, 1925), 2-4. 

26 The Zionist Record, May 14, 1926, p.19. 

27 Ibid ., March 4, 1927, p.21. and Hasholom, V No.9 
(April, 1928), 13-14. 

28 The Natal Mercury, October 31, 1924, p.5. On 
the Zionist Association see below pp.110-118. 

29The Natal Mercury, October 29, 1924, p.16. 
the Benevolent Society see below pp.125-128. 

On 
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activities of the Durban Jewish Circle.
30 Together with 

the Rev. Menachemson he also encouraged the work of the 

1 S . t 31 Young Israe OCle y. 

A man of wide and diverse interests the Rev. Levy, 

on the founding of a lodge of the Hebrew Order of David 

in Durban, assumed office as its first president.
32 

In 

addition he extended his patronage to the Durban and 

District Boy Scou.ts Association 33 and lent his support 

34 to the establishment of a troop of Jewish Boy Scouts 

and a Company of Jewish Girl Guides. 35 Upon the 

creation of a Durban committee of the South African 

Jewish Orphanage the Rev. Levy assumed office as its 

f · t h . 36 lrs c alrman. He also founded a Jewish Musical 

Society in Durban
37 

and encouraged his community to 

30 
Hasholom, II No.6 (February, 1925), 3-4. On the 
Durban Jewish Circle see below pp.44-55. 

31 
The Natal Mercury, December 13, 1924, p.15., and 
The Zionist Record, September 18, 1925, p.54. 
On the Young Israel Society see below pp.119-123. 

32 
The Natal Mercury, January 28, 1925, p.8. On the 
Hebrew Order of David see below pp.72-78. 

33 The Natal Mercury, October 28, 1925, p.12. 

34 The Zionist Record, November 6, 1925, p.19. On 
the Jewish Boy Scouts Troop see below pp.63-67. 

35 The Zionist Record, July 29, 1927, p.24. On the 
Jewish Girl Guides Company see below pp.67-68. 

36 Th Z' . e ~on~st Record, October 1, 1926, p.24. 
the Regional Committee of the South African 
Jewish Orphanage see below pp.133-135. 

37The Zionist Record, December 2, 1927, p.29. 
the Musical Society see below p.68-71. 

On 

On 
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support the work of the South African Jewish Historical 

,... 0 38 .,oclety. 

The minister of the Durban Hebrew Congregation also 

enjoyed much respect within t he wider Jewish community. 

During a visit to Cape Town the Rev. Levy was invited to 

preach at the Gardens and Roeland Street Synagogues and 

to address Zionist meetings. 39 In August 1927 he 

attended the first conference of South African Jewish 

ministers called by Chief Rabbi Dr J.L. Landau. 40 

When the Conference agreed to establish a permanent 

association of Jewish ministers of the Transvaal, Orange 

Free State and Natal, the Rev. Levy was elected an 

office be·arer and chosen Provincial Vice-President 

representing Natal. 41 

In the Rev. Levy not only his Congregation but the 

entire Jewish community had a leader who could be looked 

on by the general public as a spokesman and representative 

of the Jews of the town. In 1926 and again in 1928 he 

participated in the Armistice Day Service at the Town 

Hall,42 and he was also invited to take part in the 

community service on Delville Wood day.43 In the face 

38 The Zionist Record , August 31, 1928, p.32. 

39 
Hasholom, IV No.8 (February 15th, 1927), 3-4. 

40 The Natal Mercury, August 3, 1927, p.ll. 

41The Zion i st Record , August 5, 1927, p.13. 

42 bOd I ~ ., November 19, 1926, p.25. and The Nat a l 
Mercury, November 12, 1928, p.ll. 

43Ibid ., July 27, 1929, p.6. 



37 

of criticism of the method of Jewish slaughter, Rev. Levy 

h h 
. 44 

ably presented the viewpoint of t e Jewis commun~ty, 

and through his writings, published in the local press, 

he did much to engender good will on the part of many 

h . hb 45 townsmen towards their Jewis ne~g ours. 

A talented educator, the Rev. Levy made a significant 

contribution to the community in the field of Jewish 

education. Ever since the split in the Congregation, 

each of the Synagogues had maintained an afternoon 

Hebrew school for the religious education of its 

46 members. Unfortunately, however, lessons were poorly 

attended. Only a few months after his having settled in 

Durban, the Rev. Levy estimated that of approxi~ately 300 

children eligible for classes, the weekday afternoon 

classes were attended by an average of no more than 30 

pupils, whi-lst the classes held on Sundays attracted an 

average of 70 pupils. 47 He attributed this state of 

affairs to the lack of interest on the part of parents. 

Many parents encouraged their children to participate in 

other extra curricular activities of their schools rather 

than to attend the supplementary afternoon religious 

schools. This was to the detriment of their Hebrew and 

religious education. Furthermore, after a full day at 

44 Ibid ., November 16, 1927, p.12. 

45 Ibid ., September 15, 1928, p.14. and 
September 20, 1928, p.8. 

46 
See S.G. Cohen, pp.264-269 and 417-421. 

47 
HashoZom, II No.10 (June, 1925), 3-4. 
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school the difficulties of travelling long distances in 

48 
order to reach the lessons were often burdensome. 

In an attempt to overcome the problems besetting 

Hebrew education, the Rev. Levy augmented the facilities 

for better Jewish education by re-organising the classes 

at his Synagogue and by providing an additional member 

of the teaching staff. 49 Furthermore he secured 

permission from the headmasters of at least two of the 

schools in the town to meet with their Jewish pupils in 

order to enable him to conduct Hebrew language and Jewish 

history classes. 50 

The zeal and sense of urgency with which the Rev. 

Levy approached the problem of Jewish education was not 

shared by all his congregants. In fact his own 

Congregation did not see its way clear to sending a 

delegate to the first South African Conference on Jewish 

Education, that was held in Bloemfontein in August 1928. 

Only the Rev. H. Rubin, of the Durban New Hebrew 

Congregation, attended the Conference from Durban. 51 At 

this Conference, at which the South African Board of 

Jewish Education was created, the Revs. E.M. Levy, 

H. Rubin and Mr F.C. Hollander, were chosen as the Natal 

48 Ibid • 

49 Th Z, · , 
e ~on~st Record, September 18, 1925, p.31. 

50 
HashoZom, V No.6 (December, 1927), 23. and Ibid., 
VI No.1 (August, 1928), 26-27. 

51 Th z· . e ~on~st Record, August 31, 1928, p.32. 
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, h E t ' 52 representatlves on t e xecu lve. 

The Rev. Levy's ultimate objective, however, was 

the establishment of a United Talmud Torah for the entire 

Jewish community. As a first step towards realising 

this ambition the Rev. Levy directed his energies towards 

f ' H b k ' d t ' Durban. 53 w;th the ormlng a e rew In ergar en In ~ 

financial assistance of Mr Moses Morrison, of Escombe, 

the support of the Durban Jewish Circle 54 and other Jewish 

bodies, the assistance of the Durban Hebrew Congregation, 

and the private subscriptions of ardent supporters, 

whose total promises amounted to £65 per month for twelve 

months, the dream of a Hebrew kindergarten became a 

l 't 55 rea l y. 

The kindergarten, which opened on July 28, 1929,56 

met on the lawns of the St. Andrew's Street Synagogue 

57 every morning except Saturday from 9.30 am to 12.30 pm. 

To ensure attendance at the kindergarten the Rev. Levy 

and a group of volunteers arranged for the daily 

52 
Hasholom, VI No.3 (October, 1928), 1-2. 

53 Ibid ., VI No.4 (November, 1928), 10-11. 

54 
Has holom Ros h Hashonah Annual , VII No.1 
(September, 1929), 51 . 

55"The Durban United Talmud Torah. The Young Idea 
Moulding" in The Durban He brew Congr egat ion Fi f t ie t h 
Ann ive rsary 1884 - 1934 ~ 5644 - 56 9 4 , p.37. 

56 
The Nata l Mercury , July 25, 1929, p.12. 

57F ' 'l ' rom an orlglna notlce announcing the opening of 
the kindergarten. I n the possession of 
Mrs L. Cohen of Durban . 



transport of the children.
58 Within two months there 

were twenty six young children attending the 

kindergarten. 59 By the time the pupils of the 

40 

kindergarten presented their first Grand Sacred Concert 

and Display at the Railway Institute on December 6, 1929, 

under the direction of their teachers, the 

Misses L. and R. Levy, the number had risen to 34,60 

giving cause for much satisfaction. 

Por the Rev. Levy, as indeed for many members of 

the Jewish community, the continued existence of two 

Hebrew congregations in the town was felt to be most 

undesirable. Not only did it hamper the establishment 

of a united TaLmud Torah but it also hindered the 

creation of a Shechitah Board, and divided an otherwise 

united and harmonious community. On Yom Kippur 1926, 

in a sermon from his pulpit, the Rev. Levy gave 

expression to this dissatisfaction by urging the two 

Synagogues to find a way of working as one institution. 61 

This appeal was relayed to the members of the Durban New 

Hebrew Congregation by the Rev. Rubin, who read a message 

to his congregants from the Rev. Levy, in which he called 

62 for t he amalgamation of the two Synagogues. The 

58 Ibid . 

59 Th Z·· d e ~on~st Recor , September 13, 1929, p.37. 

60p h .. 1 rom t e or1g1na concert programme. In the 
possession of Mrs L. Cohen of Durban. 

61 
HashoLom, VI No.5 (October 15, 1926), 8 and 10. 

62 The Zionist Record, May 6, 1927, p.36. 
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Rev. Levy's initiative not only aroused interest within 

the community, but also led to a number of meetings 

between representatives of the two congregations which, 

b · b h d . d . 63 however, failed to rlng a out t e eSlre unl0n. 

This the Rev. Levy attributed to, "the unofficial harmony 

which constantly prevails between the two Councils and 

which deprives the amalgamation cause of any practical 

raison d'etre.,,64 

Although the two Synagogues could no longer purport 

to represent different sections of the community,65 they 

did reflect a difference in attitude which became 

apparent during the negotiations between the two 

Congregations in 1929. In that year a concrete step was 

taken in the direction of union by the formation of a 

jOint committee with equal representation from each 

congregation which was charged with the task of finding 

a basis for union. The committee, which was made up of 

Messrs. S. Bloom (Chairman), S. Sevel and C. Lyons 

representing the Durban Hebrew Congregation, and 

Messrs E. Magid, S.A. Nathanson, F.M. Levy and H.L. Magid 

representing the Durban New Hebrew Congregation, met for 

the first time in the Synagogue Chambers St. Andrew's 

66 Street on Sunday, January 20. On June 16, 1929, the 

63Ib~d., 
v September 26, 1927, p.23. 

64 Ibid . 

65 

66 

Hasholom, V No.4 (October, 1927), 1-2. 

Th~ Durban Hebrew Congregation issued by the Durban 
Unlted Hebrew Congregation 1952:5712 (Durban, 1952), 
p.20. 
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67 
final joint report was signed and dated. A week later, 

however, the Committee of the Durban Hebrew Congregation 

informed the secretary of the New Hebrew Congregation 

that it would be opposed to any provision being 

incorporated in the Draft Agreement which anticipated a 

Whilst possible dissolution of the proposed union. 

acknowledging that the basis of Union between the two 

Congregations was the need to provide a Talmud Torah, it 

did not believe that a time limit should be placed on 

the erection of a Talmud Torah. The Durban New Hebrew 

Congregation, which had initially split from the Mother 

Congregation, partly over dissatisfaction with the 

educational facilities provided for members' children, 

remai ned emphatic that unless within three years from the 

date of Union the erection of a Talmud Torah had been 

commenced, the foundation members of each Synagogue 

should have the right to vote for a dissolution. 68 For 

the New Hebrew Congregation, the primary motivation for 

union stemmed from a realisation of the benefits which 

would accrue to Durban Jewry, principally from the 

establishment of a united Talmud Torah. In order, 

therefore, to ensure that the promise of building a 

Talmud Torah was implemented, the New Hebrew Congregation 

67
Th 

. 
e JOlnt Agreement is in the Archives of the 

68 

Council of Natal Jewry. 

In a letter from Mr H.L. Magid, Hon. Secretary of 
the Durban New Hebrew Congregation, to the 
Committee of the Durban Hebrew Congregation, 
dated June 11 1929. In the archives of the 
Council of Natal Jewry. 
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insisted that the clause allowing for dissolution of the 

U 
' ,69 n1.on rema1.n. 

Having come so far the agreement fell away. The 

Rev. Levy nevertheless remained hopeful of seeing a 

union established. When, in 1929, he returned from a 

trip to Europe and Lithuania, where he was ordained a 

Rabbi, he again reiterated his appeal for the 

amalgamation of the two Congregations at a community 

t ' , 'h' h 70 r.ecep 1.on g1.ven 1.n 1.S onour. 

69 Ibid. 

70 Th z' , e ~on~st Record, June 28, 1929, p.33. 
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CHAPTER V 

THE DURBAN JEWISH CIRCLE 1919 - 1929 

During the war Durban Jewry had witnessed a 

movement of young men away from the town, many of whom 

had gone to serve in the different branches of the 

armed forces. A gap had thus emerged between the 

younger and older members of the community which had been 

aggravated by the general disorganisation of communal 

life. 

At the beginning of 1919, when a number of these 

young men returned to the town, they were struck by the 

need for some organisation which would not only fulfill 

the social requirements of the youth of the community, 

but would also serve as a link between them and the 

older members. 

Since the existing Jewish communal organisations 

were incapable of satisfying this need within the 

community, and as social discrimination against the Jews 

effectively excluded them from many existing clubs,1 

these young men who were sufficiently concerned sought a 

way to overcome the situation in which they found 

1The issue of social discrimination is alluded to 
above p.4. 
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themselves. For them the obvious way to ameliorate the 

existing conditions lay in the creation of a new society . 

As a first step in this direction a "Bachelor Dance" was 

held, at the suggestion of Marcus Lewis. In an attempt 

to reciprocate the hospitality that they had received at 

the hands of the older members of the community, the 

young men joined together and invited the whole of the 

Jewish community, in the name of the bachelors, to this 

dance which was held in the ALexandr a Hall . "It proved 

a sociable affair, and opinions were expressed that a 

society should be formed to arrange such functions 

2 
regularly. " 

Whilst informal meetings were being held to decide 

on a future course of action, Max Wolpert, assisted by 

Carrie Emmanuel, issued a circular to the community 

which called for support for the establishment of a 

social guild or club. This circular,3 which came to be 

known as the "blood, murder and thunder" circular, was the 

subject of heated debate at a meeting held a few days 

later on November 19, 1919 at the home of Mr Sol Moshal 

in Avondale Road. At this meeting, attended by 

Sol Moshal, Max Wolpert, Marcus Lewis, Mr and Mrs Bernard 

Kahn , Cecil Lyons, B. Shapiro, L. Moshal, B.H. Bloom, 

W. Cranko, E.S. Henochsberg and L. Miller, none of whom 

2 
Hasholom Rosh Hasho nah Ann ual, VII No.1 
(September, 1929), 25. 

3Quoted in full in Arnold Miller, Durban Jew i sh Cl ub 
A History Iss ue d on t he Occ as i on o f I t s Silve r 
Jubilee, (Durban, May, 1956), p.6. 



46 

was more than 25 years of age, it was resolved to form a 

literary and music club to be called the Circle. 

Entrance fees were fixed at 2/6 for ladies and 5/- for 

men and subscriptions, payable monthly in advance, were 

set at 1/- for ladies and 2/6 for men. It was resolved 

furthermore that membership would be restricted to 

members of the Jewish persuasion.
4 

A decision was also 

taken not to admit married people, "an exception being 

made in the case of Bernard Kahn and his wife, because 

he was so young and in our opinion shouldn't have been 

5 
marr ied so soon anyhow." On this issue, however, the 

committee later relented and within three months the 

first married members were accepted. 

Those present at this historic meeting proceeded to 

elect Sol Moshal as President and Max Wolpert as Hon. 

Secretary and Treasurer. A committee was appointed 

consisting of M. Lewis, B. Kahn, and W. Cranko. 6 At 

this inaugural meeting the first members were also 

elected. They were: the Misses Mann, Miller, 

(Mrs I. Greenberg), Woolf (Mrs C. Lyons), 

J. and E. and H. Blumenfeld (Mrs M. Wolpert), Bautzer 

(Mrs A. Kaplan), and Wolpert (Mrs M. Sack); Messrs 

H. Blumenfeld, S. Couzens, J. Robinson, J. Woolf and 

4Ibid . 

5Ibid . 

6 Ib i d ., p. 7 • 
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. . 7 
N.A. Welnsteln. 

On December 7, 1919, the first function to be given 

by the Circle, in the form of humorous readings from 

literature, was held at the residence of the president 

and was attended by the total membership of about one 

dozen. 8 

The provision of a central meeting place was a 

pr~ority for the Executive of the Circle. After 

considerable difficulty, arrangements were made to hold 

meetings on Monday evenings at the Central Tea Rooms. 

In 1920 the meetings were moved to the Anzac Tea Room, 

and in the following year the Circle moved back to its 

original venue. At the beginning of 1922 a new home in 

the hall of the newly erected Railway Institute, at the 

corner of Aliwal and Pine Streets, was secured, and this 

remained the centre of Circle activities for almost a 

9 
decade. 

At the inaugural meeting it was resolved that the 

Circle would meet every Monday night, and in time Monday 

night came to be known within the Jewish community as 

"Circle night."10 

In the first year of its existence the Monday night 

7Ibid . 

8 
HashoZom Rosh Hashanah AnnuaZ, VII No.1 
(September, 1929), 25. 

9Ibid ., and Arnold Miller, pp.9 and 11. 

10 
Hasholom Rosh Hashanah Annual, VII No.1 
(September, 1929), 25. 
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programme included musical recitals, debates, lectures, 

motor tours, moonlight cruises, concerts, hat debates, 

bridge drives, and book evenings.
11 

These activities 

laid the ground plan and established a pattern for 

future Circle activities. 

Although, as with any organisation, there were times 

of keen interest and times of extreme apathy on the part 

of i ,ts members, the Circle nevertheless obviously 

fulfilled a serious need in the communal life of Jewry 

in Durban. This was reflected in the increased membership 

and in the growth of the Circle in the decade following 

its establishment. 

Membership grew from twelve in 1919 to 2S7 only five 

12 years later, and by the time the Circle was 

celebrating the tenth anniversary of its establishment, 

it had a membership roll of 4S0. 13 
An indication of the 

growth in Circle activities was the election of Sectional 

Sub-Committees in 1921. Although sub-committees had 

been chosen rather prematurely in 1919 14 the entertainment, 

dance, culture, dramatic, music and tennis sub-committees, 

elected at the Circle's second annual general meeting, 

fa'red far better. 1S . h h f Wlt t e passage 0 time and an 

11 Ibid ., 27. 

12Th Z" d e ~on ~ st Recor , July 31, 1924, p.S8. 

13 
Hasholom Rosh Hashonah Annual, VII No.1 
(September, 1929), p.2S. 

14 
Arnold Miller, p.7. 

lS Ibid ., p.9. 
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intensification of Circle activity additional sub-

committees were formed. In 1923, the year in which the 

name of the Circle was changed to the Durban Jewish 

Circle,16 a new sub-committee was founded to edit the 

organisation's house magazine. It first appeared in 

17 
September 1923 under the designation of Hashotem, 

which was later changed to Hashotom. From the time of 

its introduction the Hashotom concerned itself not only 

with Circle affairs, but was, as its logo proclaimed, 

"Devoted to the interests of Durban Jewry."lS All 

communal organisations enjoyed the hospitality of its 

columns, whilst its editorials addressed themselves to 

the wider issues concerning the community and exerted 

considerable influence and authority. 

1924 Witnessed the opening of the Circle's own 

tennis courts in Berea Road, just opposite Botanic 
. 19 

Gardens Road, a reflection in itself of the growth of 

this Section, and a year later a third tennis court was 

erected. 20 The founding of a Dramatic Section in 1925 21 

aroused enormous interest, and the first production by 

this sectional committee was the presentation on 

16 Ibid., P .14. 

17 
Hashotem, 1 No.1 (September, 1923), p.1. 

lS Ibid. 

19 
Hashotom, 1 No.S (April, 1924), 3. 

20 Ib "'d. , ( v II No.12 August, 1925), 5. 

21 Ibid ., II No.9 (May, 1925), 7-S. 
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September 14 of Mrs Bertha Goudvis's one act comedy 

22 
A Husband for Rachel. Four years later the dramatic 

section staged its first three act play, A.A. Milne's 

Belinda which was regarded as "a red letter day in the 

23 
Circle's 10th year." Following on the creation of a 

Dramatic Section a Debating Section, run on Parliamentary 

lines, was formed in 1927,24 and the first Circle 

Parliament opened in the Town Hall basement on June 16.
25 

At the initiative of Messrs J. Goldman and S. Isaacs 

a Circle Cricket Section was formed in 1929.
26 In the 

same year, a number of Jews, finding themselves excluded 

by virtue of their faith, from membership of existing 

27 golf clubs in the town, formed themselves into a Golf 

Committee under the auspices of the Durban Jewish 

C · 1 28 l.rc e. 

Whenever it was impractical to establish additional 

sub-committees to cater for the diverse interests of the 

Circle's membership, the Executive Committee gave its 

encouragement to these activities being catered for under 

the existing Sub-Committees. Thus in 1925 a Hebrew 

22The Zionist Record, October 9, 1925, p.19. 

23 
Hasholom, VI No.11 (July, 1929), 7. 

24 Ibid ., IV No.11 (May, 1927), 6. 

25 Ibid ., V No.1 (July, 1927), 5. 

26 Ib ". d . , 6 ( v VI No. January/February, 1929), 7. 

27 Ibid ., VII No.3 (December, 1929), 4. 

28 
HashoZom Rosh Hashonah Annual, VIII No.1 
(September, 1930), 47. 
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study class was inaugurated by the Circle,29 which also 

gave its support to the formation of a Hebrew Speaking 

Society under its auspices. 30 For those desirous of 

functions devoted to Yiddish language and culture, the 

Circle made provision for the presentation of Yiddish 

. 31 These functions not only gave the younger evenlngs. 

members an opportunity to encounter the world of the 

Yiddishists, but also extended to the older members of 

the community the chance to participate fully in Circle 

life. 

From the outset, the Circle's view of itself had 

been a wide one, and in line with this attitude even 

those events of a strictly social nature, such as balls, 

dances and concerts, were made the vehicles for extensive 

fundraising, which was used by the Executive Committee 

for philanthropic purposes. From the proceeds of its 

dances and concerts the Circle contributed to the 

Ukranian War Orphans Fund, 32 and supported the three war 

orphans in Palestine wnom it had adopted. 33 
Through 

29The Zionist Record, February 27, 1925, p.23. 

30Ibid ., September 3, 1926, p.26, December 31, 1926, 
P .11. 

31 
HashoLom, III No.5 (February, 1926), 3., and Ibid., 
IV No.1 (June 15, 1926), 4. 

32 The NataL Mercury, September 27, 1921, p.9. On 
the Orphan's Fund see below pp.98-101, and 135-137. 

33 Th . . 
e Z~on~st Record, November 21, 1924, p.22., 

February 27, 1925, p.23., April 8, 1925, p.38.,. 
The NataL Mercury, June 18, 1925, p.5., . 
June 17,1926, p.16. 
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concerts and bazaars the Circle demonstrated its support 

for the work of the Durban Jewish Benevolent society34 

and the Durban Jewish Ladies' Guild.
35 From 1927 the 

Circle joined with the Ladies' Guild and the Benevolent 

Society in presenting the annual July Ball, a highlight 

of the Durban social season. 36 

The Circle not only gave support to worthy charitable 

causes but came to embrace the whole range of communal 

interest in the town. In 1923, it established a bursary 

37 for a Jewish child tenable at any high school in Natali 

i .t encoura.ged Hebrew education by sponsoring an essay 

competition,38 and by presenting prizes to the pupils of 

both Talmud Torahs. 39 The Circle also supported the 

34 Ibid ., August 10, 1922, p.9., June 7, 1923, p.12., 
June 5, 1923, p.l0., Hasholom, V No.4 
(October, 1927), 2 and 4., Ibid., V No.8 
(March, 1928), 12., Ibid., V No.ll (June, 1928), 5., 
Ibid., V No.12 (July, 1928), 5., The Zionist Record 
November 23, 1928, p.22., Hasholom, VI No.10 
(June, 1929), 20. On the Benevolent Society see 
below pp.125-128. 

35 Ibid ., V No.6 (December, 1927), 2., Ibid., V No.8 
(March, 1928), 12., Ibid., V no.ll (June, 1928),5., 
Ibid., V No.12 (July, 1928), 4-5., The Zionist 
Record, November 23, 1928, p.22., Hasholom, VI No.10 
(June, 1929), 20. On the Ladies" Guild see 
below pp.128-133. . 

36Arnold Miller, p.26. 

37 
Hasholom, I No.4 (December, 1923), 2-3. 

38 bOd I ~ ., II No.1 (September, 1924), 7-8., Ibid., II 
No.3 (November, 1924), 2-3., Ibid., III No.1 
(September, 1925), 4., Ibid., IV No.5 
(October 15, 1926), 16-18., Ibid., V No.4 
(October, 1927), 5. 

39 b °d I ~ ., II No.4 (January, 1925), 2., The Zionist 
Record, December 18, 1925, p.39., and 
December 30, 1927, p.24. 
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40 Hebrew kindergarten, and agitated for a united Talmud 

Torah. 
41 

Not only did the Culture Section present a varied 

programme of educational value, but through the Circle, 

facilities for adult education were enhanced by the 

creation of a Jewish library, which was initiated in 

1924.
42 Arrangements were made with the Mayor and the 

Public Librarian to house the Jewish library in a 

specially reserved section of the Public Library.43 

Within a few years the number of books in the Circle's 

Jewish library ran to several hundred. 
44 

The Circle's interest in the youth of the community 

was reflected in the interest shown by the Executive in 

the activities of the Durban Young Israel Society. 

Hampered in its development by a lack of interest and the 

absence of a suitable meeting place, the Young Israel 

Society was affiliated to the Durban Jewish Circle in 

1925. Whilst remaining a separate entity, the Society's 

members were given representation, without voting 

powers, on the Circle's Secti onal Committees and were 

free to attend Circle functions on the same basis as 

40 
Hasholom Rosh Hash onah Ann ua l , VII No.1 
(September, 1929), 51. 

4~ashol om,VI No.3 (October, 1928), 8., I bi d ., 
VI No.4 (November, 1928), 10-11. 

42 The Zionis t Re cor d , July 31, 1924, p.58. 

43 
Has hoZom, II No.3 (November, 1924), 6. 

44 b'd I ~ ., VI No.4 (November, 1928), 10. 
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other members. At the same time the Circle appointed 

delegates to the Society's committee, thereby enabling 

the Circle to give assistance and direction to the youth 

, h' k 45 ln t elr wor . The Circle also provided funds to 

support the Jewish Boy Scout Troop and made it possible 

46 
to send a local Jewish scout to the great Jamboree. 

In the realm of synagogal affairs, Circle members 

were active in the work of both Congregations, whilst 

wholeheartedly supporting efforts towards achieving a 

f h b C t ' 47 union 0 t e two He rew ongrega lons. 

Although the Circle was unwilling to affiliate to 

the South African Zionist Federation, because it was 

neither essentially a Zionist organisation nor wished to 

rival the existing Zionist body, it nevertheless gave its 

full moral support to the Zionist work undertaken in the 

town . It not only aided the many campaigns launched in 

Durban,48 but also provided a venue for both local and 

45Arnold Miller p.16. On the Young Israel Society 
see below pp.119-123. 

46 

47 

48 

HashoZom Rosh Ha s honah 
(September, 1929), 29. 
pp.63-67. 

AnnuaZ, VII No.1 
On the Troop see below 

Has hol om, VI No.5 (October, 1926), 8 and 10., 
Ibid., V No.4 (October, 1927), 1-2., Ibid., V No.5 
(November, 1927), 1-2., I bid ., VI No.9 
( May, 1 9 2 9), 1 - 2 . 

Hasholom Rosh Hasho nah Annua l , VII No.1 
(September, 1929), 29. 
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visiting Zionist speakers to articulate the ideals and 

49 
principles of their Movement. 

The absence of a representative body capable of 

speaking on behalf of Durban Jewry, led to the Circle, 

which was the most widely embracing of all the communal 

organisations, assuming this role. Whether laying wreaths 

50 on the Cenotaph, working to prevent discrimination 

against Jewish children applying for bursaries,51 
-

preventing the conducting of school classes on the Jewish 

sabbat"h,52 h l' t . f d f th or e plng 0 ralse un s or wor y causes 

such as the purchase of radium for the treatment of 

53 cancer, the Circle acted on behalf of Durban Jewry as 

a whole. 

In 1923 the Circle affiliated itself to the South 

African Jewish Board of Deputies, and at subsequent 

Conferences of the Board it put forward resolutions 

54 virtually on behalf of Durban Jewry. Concerned by 

49 
The Natal Mercury, June 17, 1924, p.8., The Zionist 
Record, November 21, 1924, p.22., Hasholom, II No.7 
(March, 1925), 4., The Zionist Record, 
(December 18,1925, p.39., April 29,1926, p.25" 
Hasholom, IV No.1 (June 15,1926),20., Ibid., 
IV No.6 (November 15, 1926), 14-15. 

50Arnold Miller, p.12., The Natal Mercury 
March 8, 1926, p.6., Hasholom, VI No.4 
(November, 1928), 15. 

51 Ibid ., IV No.9 (March 15,1927), 1-2.,IbidV No.7 
(January/February, 1928), 1-2. 

52 Ib ... ·d . , 
v IV No.ll (May, 1927), 20 and 2. 

53 
The Natal Mercury, November 27, 1929, p.14. and 
Hasholom, VII No.3 (December, 1929), 25. 

54 
Hashalom [XLII No.3] (November, 1963), 11. 
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anti-Semitic incidents in Durban the Jewish Ladies' 

Guild turned for guidance to the Circle, who in turn 

referred the matter to the Board of Deputies. From 

discussions with the Board it was realised that the South 

African Jewish community had no statistics with which to 

refute the allegations of anti-Semites. Accordingly at 

the Board of Deputies Congress held in 1927, 

Mr H. Moss-Morris moved, in the name of the Durban Jewish 

Circle, that a Statistical Bureau be established. This 

resolution led to the formation of the Jewish Historical 

Society, a branch of which was formed under the Circle's 

direction in Durban. It served as the forerunner of 

the Statistical Committee and Public Relations Committee 

of the Board and its constituents. 55 
The Circle could 

thus claim with some justification to have extended its 

influence beyond the community in which it operated, and 

into the wider Jewish community of which it was an active 

part. 

THE DURBAN JEWISH INSTITUTE 

The call for a permanent home for the Circle was 

made at the Society's annual general meeting in 1920. 56 

It was echoed repeatedly thereafter in the face of the 

55Arnold Miller, p.17. 

56 
Hasholom Rosh Hashonah Annual, VII No.1 
(September, 1929), 33. 
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difficulties encountered by the Executive in finding a 

satisfactory venue for Circle activities. Even when 

the Circle came to be accommodated in the hall of the 

Railway Institute the problem persisted as functions 

were limited to Monday evenings, and committee meetings 

had to be held at other venues. 

The support that the idea of a building scheme 

enjoyed amongst the members of the Circle, contrasted 

sharply with a body of opinion within the community, 

which argued that the creation of a Talmud Torah or a 

communal hall, should take precedence over the erection 

of a permanent home for the Circle. Those most 

sceptical were largely older members of the community, 

an exception being Mr Hirsch Hillman, who, in 1924, wrote 

to the Circle Executive and promised them his active 

support. 

Arising from Mr Hillman's letter, a sub-committee 

consisting of Messrs S. Moshal, H. Moss-Morris, B. Kahn 

and C. Lyons was formed to report on Mr Hillman's 

57 
proposals. In its report the committee outlined its 

idea for a central building capable of serving as a 

meet i ng place for the community, which it proposed should 

be called the Durban Jewish Institute. Although it was 

intended essentially to provide a home for the Circle, 

the Committee proposed to make the Institute a communal, 

rather than a Circle , undertaking by inviting all Jewish 

57Arnold Miller, pp.1S-16. 



institutions to participate in its development and 

control.
58 

At the beginning of 1926 the Circle Executive 

appointed a Home Building Committee, chaired by 

58 

Mr Hillman, to draw up a definite plan for the building 

campaign. By arrangement with the Executive it was 

agreed to have the appeal for the community's support 

made under the auspices of the Circle, which would also 

govern and administer the proposed Institute, subject to 

the Constitution which had yet to be prepared. The 

task of drawing up a constitution was assigned to a 

special sub-committee led by Mr Moss-Morris. To finance 

the scheme a target of £15,000 was set. To raise this 

amount it was proposed to enlist Foundation Members who 

would take up debentures of £60 for men and £30 for women, 

and £300 for organisations, payable over five years.
59 

On ~pr~l 19, 1926, a special general meeting of 

Circle members was held to discuss the scheme and to 

examine the proposed constitution. Among the resolutions 

which were passed, was one which gave the Executive 

authority to contribute a sum of £1,200 towards the 

Institute. 

The constitution which was adopted gave the 

community a considerable say in the control of the 

Institute, whilst at the same time it allowed the Circle 

58 bOd 9 I 1, ., p.l . 

59 Ibid .- , p.20. 
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to assume the routine management of the scheme. The 

Council of Control was made up of a representative 

appointed by each of the Synagogues, the Hebrew Order of 

David, F.C. Hollander Lodge, and three representatives 

appointed by the Circle. In addition there was a 

chairman and vice-chairman who remained on the Council 

for a period of ten years. This Council was responsible 

for the collection of funds, the administration of the 

capital assets, and policy matters generally. A 

Committee of Management was made responsible for the 

running of the premises. 60 

The first Council of Control, which also acted as 

the Committee of Management, consisted of Mr H. Hillman, 

Chairman; Mr F.C. Hollander, Vice-Chairman; Messrs 

S. Bloom, representing the Durban Hebrew Congregation; 

H.L. Magid, the Durban New Hebrew Congregation; 

L.M. Braham, Hebrew Order of David; H. Moss-Morris, 

C. Lyons and S. Moshal, Durban Jewish Circle. 61 

On October 13, 1926 the first meeting of the 

Foundation Members was held. Although there were a few 

members who expressed criticism of aspects . of the 

Constitution, the overwhelming majority was nevertheless, 

satisfied with the great progress which was being made. 

In only a very short space of time 150 members had 

already been enrolled, and over £8,000 had been subscribed 

60Ibid ., p.21. On the Hebrew Order of David see 
below pp.72-78. 

61 
Hasholom Rosh Hashonah Annual, VII No.1 
(September, 1929), 35. 
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of which over £1,000 had actually been collected. 

To assist the Council of Control to find a suitable 

site for the Institution, a Site and Building Committee 

was appointed, whilst a Propaganda Committee was set up 

to obtain further Foundation Members.
62 

By the time that the second general meeting of 

Foundation Members took place on June 28, 1927, the 

general progress that was recorded provided sufficient 
-

justif.ication for the election of the first Committee 

of Management. The Committee was made up of Mr C. Lyons, 

Chairmani Mr L.M. Braham, Vice-ChairmaniMr H. Brown, 

Hon. Treasureri Mr I. Smith, Hon. SecretarYi Messrs 

W. Cranko, M. Gevisser, J. Green, E.S. Henochsberg, 

H.C. Isaacs, J.L. Jacobson, A.J. Lipinski, A. Ritte, 

T. Schloss, M. Wolpert, Committee. 63 

In their search for a suitable piece of ground the 

Site and Building Committee inspected almost every 

available piece of ground and a full report on each was 

put before the Committee of Management. The choice carne 

to lie between a town scheme, on freehold property, on 

which only a Club House could be built, or a country 

scheme on Durban Corporation leasehold land,on which a 

club house and sports grounds could be erected. 64 
Since 

62 HashoZom, IV No.6 (November 15th 1926), 22-23. 

63 Ibid ., V No.1 (July, 1927), 6. 

64 Ibid ., V No.3 (September, 1927, Special Rosh 
Hashonah Number), 23. 
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a site in the centre of town was beyond the Institute's 

limited means, increasing attention came to be directed 

to the country scheme. 

At a special general meeting of the Institute held 

on November 27, 1928, the Council of Control and Committee 

of Management were authorised to conduct negotiations 

with the Durban Corporation for the acquisition of a 

lease of a piece of land, of approximately three acres, 

situated in Old Fort Road, for a minimum period of 50 

years, upon terms and conditions to be agreed upon with 

th C t ' 65 S t' h e orpora lone orne reserva lon was, owever, 

expressed at the meeting over the proposed site, which 

was in a most underdeveloped area, and over the question 

of building on leasehold land. 66 
Others shared the 

vision of Mr F.C. Hollander, who correctly foresaw, "that 

the Old Fort Road would in a short time become the main 

approach to the Beach from the residential parts of 

67 
Durban. " 

Not long after the negotiations with the Town Council 

were completed,68 the target of £15,000 was realised,69 

and attention now came to be focused on the scheme for 

the proposed building. Messrs Obel & Grant were 

65 Ibid ., V No.5 (December, 1928), 13-14. 

66 
Arnold Miller, p.22. 

67 
Hasholom, VI No.5 (December, 1928), 13-14. 

68 Ib"'d. , 
v VI No.6 (January/February, 1929), 18. 

69Ibid ., VI No.8 (April, 1929, Pesach Number), 
18 and 20. 



appointed architects to the Institute with Mr Wallace 

Paton as Consulting Architect.
70 

Preliminary plans 

62 

envisaged a two storey building that included a library, 

cloakrooms, gymnasium, several card rooms, a ladies' 

parlour, billiard room, offices, kitchen and storeroom 

on the ground floor. A main hall occupied the first 

floor and a supper room, tea lounge, buffet and kitchen 

completed the rest of the plan. 71 

When the question of cost was more closely 

investigated, however, it was found to exceed by too big 

a margin the sum originally intended to be spent. On 

the initiative of Mr Hillman rough plans were drawn up 

of a single storey structure that contained everything 

shown in the double storey building that had previously 

been accepted. Mr Hillman's plan, which had the 

advantage of being within the limits of expenditure, was 

72 
adopted, and at the end of 1929 the dream of a home for 

the Durban Jewish Institute stood on the threshold of 

becoming a reality. 

70Ibid ., VI No.10 (June, 1929), 22. 

71Ib i d ., VI No.12 (August, 1929), 26. 

72 Ib -" d., 
v VII No.2 (November, 1929), 31. 



63 

CHAPTER VI 

GIVING PURPOSE TO LEISURE TIME 

The varied interests of the different sections of 

the Jewish community in post-war Durban found expression 

not only through the Durban Jewish Circle, but also 

through involvement in other organisations. Although 

some of these foundered after only a few years, for as 

long as they remained active they contributed to the 

diversity of Jewish communal life and benefitted those 

whom they attracted into the ranks of their membership. 

THE 22nd TROOP OF JEWISH BOY SCOUTS 

The 22nd Troop of Jewish Boy Scouts was formed largely 

through the efforts of the Rev. E.M. Levy, a former 

scoutmaster, and a patron of the Durban and District Boy 

Scouts Association, 1 who believed that the Scout 

movement could serve as a vehicle for instilling Judaism 

2 into the Jewish boys. Together with Mr E.S. Henochsberg, 

1The Natal Mercury, October 28, 1925, p.12. 

2The Zionist Record, November 6, 1925, p.12. 
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who was well known in Durban Scouting circles, the 

Rev. Levy aroused the interest of the pupils of the 

Hebrew schools in scouting. With the arrival in Durban 

from Bloemfontein of Scoutmaster K. Rosendorff the troop 

was established in October 1925.
3 

The troop, which met each Saturday evening at the 

St. Andrew's Street Synagogue, enjoyed considerable 

4 
support, and before long was 35 strong. In 1926 as 

-
new recruits further swelled the size of the 

Wolf Cub Pack was formed to cater for younger 

5 
troop 

6 
boys. 

a 

The progress of the 22nd Judean Troop was watched 

by the Jewish community with considerable interest, and 

members of the community assisted the Scout and Cub 

masters in their work. As a prize for the best all 

round Scout for a period of three months Mr P.H. Manham 

presented a specially carved stave to the Troop. 
7 

Mr L . Hirschfield, a member of the St. John's Ambulance 

Association, who served as an instructor in first aid for 

8 
the Troop, presented a cup and medal for inter-patrol 

3Ibid . 

4Ibid ., December 18, 1925, p.39. 

5 
In March 1926 four patrols were formed (The Natal 
Mercury, March 25, 1926, p.12.). A few months 
later the increase in membership necessitated an 
alteration to the patrols. (Ibid., 
July 1, 1926, p.19.) 

6Ibid ., April 15, 1926, p.7. and April 29, 1926, p.7. 

7 Ibid ., May 27, 1926, p.21. 

8Ibid ., July 23, 1926, p.9., October 7, 1926, p.17., 
and November 26, 1926, p.23. 



d 1 't' 9 competition and indivi ua competl lone In his 

capacity as Troop Chaplain lO the Rev. Menachemson 

t
' 11 

lectured at Scout mee lngs. In 1928 together with 

Miss T. Chaikin and Messrs A. Zaidel, J. Meyer, 

E.M. Hanson and L. Brewer, the Rev. Menachemson also 

formed a committee to arrange a concert, organised by 

65 

Miss Grace Brewer, to raise funds to send a member of the 

12 
Troop to the 1929 Scout Jamboree. Free swimming 

tuition was given to the Scouts by Miss L. Cohen
13 

and 

funds were provided by the Durban Jewish Circle to 

14 
support the Judean Troop. 

Alongside the usual activities associated with 

Scouting, the 22nd Judean Troop reflected their 

distinctly Jewish character by their involvement in 

communal activities. The Troop annually participated in 

15 
services held at the St. Andrew's Street Synagogue, and 

made regular visits to Jewish patients at Addington 

Hospital. 16 They also formed a guard of honour when the 

9Ibid ., March 9, 1928, p.5. 

10 Ibid ., October 1, 1926, p.6. 

l1 Ib ""d., h 9 9 8 v Marc , 1 2 , p.5. 

12 
HashoLom, V No.ll (June, 1928), 18. 

13 
The NataL Mercury, October 19, 1928, p.20. 

14 
HashoLom Rosh Hasho nah AnnuaL, VII No.1 
(September, 1929), 29. 

15 
The Natal Mercury, December 10, 1925, p.23., 
March 25, 1927, p.19., and December 10, 1928, p.ll. 

16 Ibid ., November 10, 1927, p.22. 
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prominent Zionists Nahum Sokolow and later Col. F. Kisch 

17 visited the town, and to mark the tenth anniversary 

of the Balfour Declaration they held their own 

celebrations. 18 Members of the Troop also frequently 

. d ·C· 1 ft' 19 ass1ste at 1rc e unc 10ns. 

Notwithstanding the support that it enjoyed from 

the community the 22nd Judean Troop failed to hold the 

interest of its member~ and its numbers steadily 
. 20 

diminished from nearly 40 in 1927, to fifteen some 

21 seventeen months later. A similar reduction in 

membership was experienced by the Wolf Cub Pack, which, 

22 
although never more than thirty in number, was reduced 

to twenty Cubs by 1929. 23 Shortly after sending Scout 

Gera l d Lyons to represent the Troop at the 1929 

24 
Jamboree, the Troop apparently ceased functioning. 

In October the following year, at the annual meeting of 

the Durban and District Boy Scouts Association, the 

17 Ibid ., June 14, 1926, p.11. and The Zionist Record, 
June 15, 1928, p.7. 

18 

19 

20 

21 

The Natal Mercury, November 3, 1927, p.7. 

Hasholom, IV No.2 (July 15th, 1926), 12-13. and 
Ibid., VI No.2 (September, 1928, Special Rosh 
Hashonah Number), 29. 

The Natal Mercury, October 13, 1927, p.17. 

Hasholom, VI No.7 (March, 1929), 17. 

22The Natal Mercury, June 10, 1927, p.18. 

23 
Hasholom, VI No.7 (March, 1929), 17. 

24 b'd I ~ ., VI No.11 (July, 1929), 7. 
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closure of the Judean Troop was officially reported.
25 

THE 4th DURBAN JEWISH GIRL GUIDES COMPANY 

A natural outcome of the initial success of the 

Judean Scouts was the establishment of a Jewish Company 

of Girl Guides. In a ceremony at the schoolroom of 

the St. Andrew's Street Synagogue the first members of 

the 4th Durban Jewish Girl Guides Company were enrolled 

by the Commissioner for Natal in July 1927.
26 

The 

creation of the 12th Durban Jewish Brownies Pack followed 

a short time later. 27 During 1927 the Jewish Guides 

under Misses R. Green and Chaiten learnt all aspects of 

Guiding. In keeping with the distinctly Jewish 

character of the Company, the girls were also addressed 

by the Rev. Menachemson,28 were taken to see a marriage 

29 ce·remony at the Park Street Synagogue, and were taught 

30 Hebrew songs. Together with the Jewish Scouts the 

Guides of the 4th Durban Jewish Company also held a 

highly successful concert and dance at the home of 

25The Natal Mercury, October 29, 1930, p.24. 

26 The Zionist Record, July 29, 1927, p.24. · 

27 
The Natal Mercury, September 2, 1927, p.18. 

28 Ibid . 

29 Ibid . 

30 Ibid . 
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Dr and Mrs M. Witkin in September 1927 in aid of Company 

31 
funds. In 1928 the Jewish Brownies and Guides joined 

with the Judean Scouts and Cubs in forming the guard of 

honour on the arrival of Col. Kisch
32 

and participated 

in the parade at the Chanukah service at the St. Andrew's 

33 
Street Synagogue. 

Hampered in their progress by insufficient 

encouragement from the parents of eligible members and 

34 
by their inability to secure a permanent home, the 

Jewish Company and Pack took on a new lease of life in 

1930 under the direction of Miss Leah Magnus and her 

assistant Miss Silpert who not only found them a suitable 

35 
meeting place, but also placed the Company on a sound 

foot.ing.
36 

By the following year, however, the Jewish 

Girl Guide Company, and Brownies Pack had ceased to be 

operative. 

THE DURBAN JEWISH MUSICAL SOCIETY 

Arising from a desire to provide opportunities for 

31 Ibid ., September 30, 1927, p.6. 

32 The Zionist Record, June 15, 1928, p~7. 

33 The Natal Mercury, December 10, 1928, p.ll. 

34 
Hasholom, VI No.7 (March, 1929), 17. 

35The Natal Mercury, June 6, 1930, p.6. 

36 Ibid ., October 3, 1920, p.6. 
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Jewish fellowship amongst those interested in musical 

matters and to cultivate a familiarity with Jewish music, 

the Rev. E.M. Levy took steps, in 1927, to establish the 

'h '1 't 37 I t d f b ' Durban JeW1S MUSlca Socle y. ns ea 0 ecomlng a 

Musical Section of the Durban Jewish Circle, as was 

expected by the Circle Executive, with whom the Rev. Levy 

had first discussed this project, the Jewish Musical 

Society was formed instead as a separate and distinct 

society. 38 Whils,t the reason for this de·velopment 

rema·ins unclear it would appear to have been the possible 

result of a difference of opinion between the Rabbi and 

the Circle Executive. Membership of the society was 

fixed at 10/6 per annum, and the first committee included 

the Rev. E.M. Levy as President, the Rev. N. Menachemson 

as Treasurer, Mr Joseph Cowen, of the Durban Orchestra, 

as Hon. Conductor and Mr Isidore Rothstein and Miss Rita 

Feinberg as Joint Hon. secretaries. 39 
Membership of the 

S 't 'dl ' d 40 new OCle y rapl y lncrease • The orchestra, made 

up of Miss C. Rothstein (piano), Mr J. Rothstein (violin), 

Miss Magnus (violin), Mr Kaplan (violin), Mr Joseph Cohen 

(violin), Miss Victoria Foote A.T.C.L., Miss Rachel Cohen, 

A.T.C.L., Master Roberts (cellist), and the Rev. E.M. Levy 

37 
Hasholom, V No.3 (September, 1927, Special Rosh 
Hash onah Number), 16. 

38Ib~ d ., 6 ( v V No. December, 1927), 13-14. 

39Ibid . 

40 Th Z' , e -z., on -z., s t Re c or d , December 2, 1927, p.29. 
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(violin),41 met each Sunday morning for practice, which 

was at first held in the Park Gala Hall ,42 and later at 

43 
the Synagogue classrooms, St. Andrew's Street. 

Almost immediately after its formation the orchestra 

participated in the Chanukah service of the Durban Hebrew 

C t · 44 ongrega lon. Thereafter it played at the special 

meeting held for the children at the St. Andrew's Street 

Synagogue in June 1928, that was addressed by the Zionist 

leader Col. Kisch,45 at the Herzl Memorial service~6 and 

the Chanukah service47 held in the same Synagogue in that 

year. 

After 1928 no more is heard of the Musical Society 

which possibly disbanded with the departure of the 

Rev. Levy, who spent the early part of 1929 abroad 

studying for his rabbinic ordination. Members of the 

orchestra, however, as the Circle had originally 

suggested, later came to be absorbed into the orchestra 

of the Jewish Club, into which the Circle later developed, 

and were amongst the first members of the Club's 

41 . Hasholom, V No.9 (Aprll, 1928), 13. 

42Ib~d., 8 ( v V No. March, 1928), 17. 

43 Ibid ., V No.9 (April, 1928), . 13. 

44Th . . e Z-z-on-z-st Record, December 30, 1927, p.24. 

45F . . 1 rom an orlglna programme from the meeting. In 
the possession of Mrs L. Cohen of Durban. 

46 Th Z' . e -z-on-z-st Record, July 27, 1928, p.20. 

47 Ibid ., December 28, 1928, p.18. 
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Musical Section formed in 1932.48 

THE SHIELD OF DAVID VAT OF THE ANCIENT ORDER OF 

FROTH BLOWERS 

In 1928 a Jewish Ladies' Vat of the Ancient Order . 

of Frothblowers was established in Durban.
49 Called the 

Shield of David Vat it operated under the direction of 

its first President, Mrs D. Weiss, as the Jewish section 

of this large charitable organisation and sought to raise 

funds specifically for charities connected with Jewish 

h 'ld 50 Alth h t dl ' t t' 51 't k c 1 reno oug repor e y qUl e ac lve 1 s wor 

was little publicised, except for the party at the home 

of Mr and Mrs H. Linder
52 

in 1928, and the dance held the 

following year at the residence of Mr and Mrs M. Stone. 53 

The money which was raised at these two functions, and 

which amounted to £25, was forwarded to the Seaside Fund 

54 inaugurated by -the South African Jewish Orphanage, and 

marks the Vat's only recorded contribution to a Jewish 

48 
HashoZom, IX No.8 (April, 1932), 14. 

49 Ibid ., V N 7 ( / O. January February, 1928), 17. 

50 Ibid . 

51 Ibid ., VI No.3 (October, 1928), 13. 

52 Ibid . 

53 Th Z· . 
e ~on~st Record, October 4, 1929, p.29. 

54 Ibid ., November 1, 1929, p.26. 
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charity. 

THE HEBREW ORDER OF DAVID 

An important addition to the communal institutions 

of the Jews of the town was the creation of a Durban 

lodge of the Hebrew Order of David
55 

in January 1925. 

This Order, which had been established in Johannesburg 

in 1904, sought to raise and further the social, moral 

and intellectual status of its members and to foster a 

feeling of brotherhood and mutual aid between members. 

It provided free medical aid, with reduced rates for 

dependants, assisted financially during sickness, 

disablement and distress, provided funds towards the 

payment of funeral expenses, and provided at death, a 

definite sum to the widow or dependants of the late 

member. The Order furthermore assisted kindred 

55Founded in England in 1896 the Hebrew Order of 
Druids sought to provide relief and medical 
assistance, to offer relief during the period of 
confined mourning and to provide a sum of money on 
a member's death. On November 27, 1904, the 
Dr Herzl Lodge, the first South African branch of 
the Order was established in Johannesburg. In 
1921 the name of the organisation was changed to 
the Hebrew Order of David. (Sheila M. Aronstam, 
The Historical Development of Jewish Welfare in the 
Republic of South Africa. Unpublished Masters 
Dissertation (University of the Orange Free State, 
Bloemfontein, 1967), pp.208-209. 



institutions, and granted a i d to benevolent and 

charitable causes whenever advisable.
56 
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The formation of a Durban lodge of the Order dates 

from 1924 when Joseph Distiller, the founder of the 

Order, met with the Rev. Levy and other interested 

57 
individuals during a visit to the town. Further 

meetings followed at which foundation members were 

enrolled and the aims and objects of the Order were 

outlined by Mr Ludwig Frankel, a delegate of the Grand 

58 Lodge in Johannesburg. On January 25, 1925, the 

Durban lodge of the Hebrew Order of David was consecrated 

in the presence of six of the most prominent members of 

the Grand Lodge, including t h e Grand President 

J. Distiller. Thereafter t he first officers, the 

Rev. E.M. Levy, President; J. Rothstein, Vice-President; 

A. Berman, Treasurer; A.J. Lipinski, Hon. Secretary; 

E.L. Greenberg, Master of Ceremonies; M. Ettman, Inner 

Guard; Max woolfson and P. Rothstein, Book Examiners; 

the Rev. H. Rubin, S. Sevel and M. Moss, Trustees; 

B. Fisher, w. Levy, J. Greene, L.M. Braham, S.B. Lazarus, 

56pamph Zet H. G. of Druids (Fri e ndZ y Soci e t y ) 
Con sti tu t ion and Laws . Johannesburg, 1916. In 
the Archives of the South African Jewish Board of 
Deputies, Johannesburg. Cited in Ib id ., p.209. 

57 

58 

Hash aZom , XXXIII No.2 (October, 1954), 19. 

The Nata Z Mercury , December 24, 1924, p.9. and 
December 30, 1924, p.8. According to Mr Frankel, 
who was at that time secretary of the Sir Harry 
Graumann Lodge, Benon i , h is visit to Durban in the 
interests of the Order preceeded that of Joseph 
Distiller. (HashaZom , XXXIII No.4 
(December, 1954), 17. 
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N.B. Stern and J. Shapiro, Committee; Messrs 

Rev. Menachemson, Winberg, Lev ine and Cohen, Marshalsj 

Mr Foote, Recorderj were installed.
59 

In recognition, 

not merely of his services to Jewry, but to Natal as well, 

it was unanimously decided to name the new lodge the 

60 F.C. Hollander Lodge. In keeping with the custom of 

the Order the new Lodge agreed to become a constituent 

body of the South African Jewish Board of Deputies.
61 

Any doubts that might initially have existed as to 

whether a branch of the Hebrew Order of David would meet 

with success in Durban proved to be entirely groundless, 

for during the first six months of the existence of the 

F.C. Hollander Lodge, its progress, both from the point 

of v i ew of members and keenness, was most favourable. 62 

The enthusiasm shown for the Order by Durban Jewry was 

so great that it soon spread to Pietermaritzburg. After 

a meeting addressed by the Rev. Levy and Mr A.J. Lipinski, 

the President and Secretary of the F.C. Hollander Lodge, 

Maritzburg Jewry decided, prac tically unanimously, to 

63 form a lodge. 

In view of the favourab l e response to the creation 

of a lodge of the Hebrew Order of David in Durban, it 

59 
The Natal Mercury , January 28, 1925, p.8. 

60 I bid . 

61 South Afr ican Jewish Chronicle , January 30, 1925, 
pp.96-98, 111-1 13. 

62 
The Nat a l Mercury , August 1 , 1925, p.20. 

63 b' d I ~ ., March 14, 1925 , p.8 . 



is somewhat surprising that it was only twenty years 

after the Order's founding in Johannesburg that the 
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F.C. Hollander Lodge came to be formed. This might 

possibly have been due to the fact that the purpose for 

which the Order was originally conceived, namely a mutual 

aid and sick benefit society, had far less relevance to 

the situation of Jews in Durban than it had for 

communities in Johannesburg. Many of the Jewish 

immigrants drawn to South Africa had come to settle in 

the Transvaal, where social and economic conditions were 

particularly severe in the period following the conclusion 

of the Anglo-Boer War. It was therefore among these 

people that the need for such an Order would first have 

been felt. By the time that the Hebrew Order of David 

came to Durban the original purpose of the Order had been 

extended to include cultural pursuits and thus had 

greater relevance for the men of the Durban Jewish 

community. At the same time, however, the Order 

naturally provided far more than a forum for social and 

cultural intercourse, which was, in large measure, 

satisfactorily catered for by the Durban Jewish Circle, 

and was far more than a vehicle for benevolent work, 

which was already undertaken by existing welfare bodies. 

The scope of the Order's activities, in fact embraced 

both intellectual and benevolent activity, and at the 

same time it fostered a feeling of brotherhood amongst 

its members at a time when South African Jewry had few 

binding links of a fraternal nature. 



76 

Constituted as it was in the form of lodges, with 

distinctive ritual and regalia, the Hebrew Order of David 

no doubt had a strong attraction to the Jews of Durban 

64 
who had long been associated with the Masonic Craft, 

which was similarly structured, and who lived in a town 

in which organisations such as the Sons of England, which 

ran on parallel lines, enjoyed considerable popularity. 

In Durban the Hebrew Order of David drew its support 

from among the members of all existing communal bodies, 

but also successfully brought to its ranks a number of 

young Jewish men who had hitherto been estranged from 

Jewish social life.
65 

Members of the lodge not only 

benefitted from the medical and monetary assistance that 

was extended to all bretheren, but also gained 

considerably from the lodge1s varied programme of social 

activities that included bridge drives,66 socials,67 mock 

t . 1 68 . . 69 . 70 I 71 rla s, plcnlcs, SOlrees and ectures. 

64 
S.G. Cohen, A History of the Jews of Durban 
1825-1918. Unpublished Masters Dissertation 
(University of Natal, Durban, 1977), pp.312-313. 

65 The Zionist Record, September 18, 1925, p.31. and 
September 8, 1926, p.42. 

66Ib~d., A t 6 1926 6 v ugus, , p.l . 

67 Ibid . 

68 Ibid ., November 19, 1926, p.25. 

69 Ibid ., December 31, 1926, p.l1. 

70 Ibid ., September 2, 1927, p.25. 

71 
HashoZom, VII No.3 (December, 1929), 31. and 
Ibid., VII No.4 (February, 1930), 17. 
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Through membership of the lodge bretheren were also 

able to play a full and active part in Jewish communal 

life. Shortly after its founding the lodge investigated 

the whole question of Kosher meat in the town.
72 It was 

represented at a meeting at which a Durban branch of the 

73 
South African Jewish -Orphanage was formed, and it 

'b d f d k' d ' PIt' 74 contrl ute un s to a ln ergarten ln a es lne. It 

was under the auspices of the lodge that a welcome was 

given to Dr Reuben Brainin and his son Joseph who visited 

Durban in 1929, in connection with the scheme to settle 

J th 1 d ' R ,75 bl' , ews on e an ln USSla. At pu lC meetlngs 

convened by the lodge the community was afforded an 

opportunity to discuss problems confronting Durban Jewry, 

and matters such as Jewish education and the necessity of 

a Kosher kitchen at Addington Hospital were aired and 

debated.
76 

Fraternal bonds with bretheren of the Order were 

maintained through the participation by members of the 

Grand Lodge in the annual installation ceremony of 

72 Ibid ., III No.3 (November, 1925), 4. 

73 The Zionist Record, October 1, 1926, p.24. 

74 
HashoZom, V No.7 (January/February, 1928), 9. 

75 The NataZ Mercury, August 1, 1929, p.24. 

76 
Has h 0 Z 0 m , V No. 9 (Apr iI, 1 92 8 ), 1 3 ., I bid. , 
V No.12 (July, 1928), 11 and 14., Ibid., VI No.7 
(March, 1929), 16. 
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77 
officers of the Durban lodge, and through the National 

Conferences of the Order at which Durban was always 

78 represented. Of particular importance was the mutual 

co-operation between the F.C . Hollander Lodge and the 

h h d ' ' t ' t b 79 Sir Matt ew Nat an Lo ge ~n P~e ermar~ z urge This 

not only furthered the ideal of brotherhood within the 

Order, but also served to strengthen the ties between the 

two principal Jewish communities in Natal. 

In 1929, less than five years after its establishment, 

the F.C. Hollander Lodge No.XI of the Hebrew Order of 

David could justifiably claim, "its rightful place among 

the rest of Durban's Jewish Institutions, proud of its 

ideals and conscious of its achievements. 1I80 

77 
The Nat a l Me r cury, August 1, 1925, p.20., 
March 2, 1926, p.8., January 31, 1927, p.ll., 
August 11, 1928, p . 17. 

78 Th z ' , e ~on~ s t Record, May 27, 1927, p.17., Hasholo m 

79 

80 

VI No.8 (April, 1929, Pesach Number), 21-22. 

Has ho l om, V No.8 (March, 1928), 13., Ibid ., V No.8 
(July, 1928), 11 and 14., I bid ., VI No.2 
(September, 1928, Special Ro s h Ha s honah Number) '" 
26-28., Ib id., VI No.l l (July, 1929), 25. 

Ha s hol om Ros h Ha s honah Annual , VII No.1 
(September, 1929), 47 . 
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' CHAPTER VII 

ZIONISM 1919 -1929 

As has been noted by Gideon Shimoni, "In the 

comparative perspective of the English speaking countries 

there is no more distinct feature of South African Jewry 

1 
than its overwhelmingly Zionist character." This 

phenomenon has been ascribed to a number of different 

circumstances. Foremost among them is the predominantly 

Lithuanian character of the Jewish population which 

endowed a number of distinct i ve characteristics, 

including Zionism, to the Jewish community which emerged 

in South Africa.
2 

As Shimoni is at pains to point out, 

however, a small but considerably influential portion of 

the community was Anglo-Jewish or German in origin. 3 

This significant portion of t h e country's Jewish 

population had not only influenced the form of the 

't 4 b h d I communl y ut a a so provi ded many of the early 

leaders of the local Zionist movement. 5 Contrary to 

IGideon Shimoni, Jews and Zioni sm: The Sou th Afr ican 
Exp e rience 1910 - 19 67 , (Cape Town, 1980), p.27. 

2Ibid ., p.18. 

3Ibid ., p.12. 

4I bid ., p.18. 

5I bid ., p.5. 



the pattern which had emerged in the United States and 

Great Britain where opposition to Zionism had emanated 

from highly acculturated Jews,6 in South Africa the 

corresponding section of the Jewish community, namely 

80 

the Anglo-Jewish or German Jewish elements, had not, as 

has been intimated, conformed on the whole to that 

model. 

The available evidence would therefore appear to 

substantiate Shimoni's hypothesis that "the extraordinary 

pre-eminence of Zionism was a function not of the Litvak 

[Lithuanian] legacy alone, but also of the social 

environment. ,,7 South African society was, and 

essentially remains, characterised by the compulsory 

segregation of the population and the maintenance of 

parallel, if unequal, sets of institutions for each race 

group. More importantly for Jewry this was coupled with 

the segmentation of the White community into English and 

Afrikaner, with a resultant lack of common national 

symbols and an agreed South African national identity 

which facilitated the preservation of Jewish identity.8 

More specifically it endowed Jewish identity "with an 

ethnic national dimension of its own which found 

. . Z. . ,,9 
express~on ~n ~on~sm. 

6 Ibid., p. 27 • 

7 Ibid. 

8 Ibid ., pp.2-4. 

9Ibid ., p.4. 
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The primacy which Zionism had corne to enjoy in the 

community as a whole has a l so been correctly ascribed to 

the fact that the foundations of Zionism in South Africa 

were laid long before any tradition of religious reform 

or denationalised Judaism had emerged. Zionism in 

South Africa did not, therefore, have to contend with 

the opposition of a significant or influential section of 

the Jewish community as had been the case, for example, 

in the United States. 10 The South African Zionist 

Federation, which had corne into existence in 1898,11 

actually enjoyed the unique position of embracing not 

only all Zionist societies and groups but also included 

many societies and institutions within its ranks. Its 

membership was therefore made up of almost all of 

, d J ' South Afrlo'ca. 12 
organ lose ewry lon 

Those pockets of opposition which did exist were 

largely ineffectual in altering the overwhelming Zionist 

character of the Jewish community. They consisted on the 

one hand of a small proportion of acculturated English 

Jews , for whom, until the Balfour Declaration had been 

issued in 1917, the notion of Jewish nationalism and 

British citizenship had appeared contradictory. 

Thereafter, however, they had generally dropped their 

10 -b 'd 1 ~ ., 

ll Ib i d ., 

pp.50-51. 

p.20. 

12 Ib "'d., 29 " p.. 
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anti-Zionist stance and had joined the mainstream of 

communal thinking. 13 Secondly there were the Yiddish 

speaking leftist inclined groups who, although constantly 

overshadowed by the Zionist organisations, remained 

active in one form or another until at least 

World War rr. 14 

The prominent position which Zionism had long 

enjoyed within the South African Jewish community had 

also resulted from the fact that the creation of the 

South African Zionist Federation had predated the 

establishment of the Board of Deputies of the Transvaal 

and Natal in 1903, and had thereby made it the first 

Jewish body to have achieved a countrywide organisational 

15 framework. As such it had, when necessary, served 

as the mouthpiece of the Jewish community and had thereby 

extended the scope of its work and had considerably 

d d 't t' 16 h d . h a vance l s pres 1ge. T e Fe eratlon ad, furthermore, 

from the time of its inception, been fortunate to have 

enjoyed the support of almost all the religious leaders 

of the Jewish community and to have had at its helm men 

of the highest calibre whose influence on the course of 

h 17 t e Movement in South Africa was lasting and profound. 

13 b'd I 1, ., pp.51-52. 

14 Ib i d ., pp.52-60. 

15 Ibid ., p.20. 

16 Ib id ., p.22. 

17 Ibid ., pp.21-23. 
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The brand of Zionism that had emerged in South Africa 

was as distinctive as the circumstances and influential 

personalities which had surrounded its inception and 

growth. In 1919 political Zionism enjoyed overwhelming 

h U . . 18 d t f th M t support in t e nlon, an suppor or e ovemen 

persisted throughout the period which falls within the 

scope of this work. 

After World War I Zionism in South Africa carne, in 

Shimoni's words, to be, first and foremost the raising 

of funds, which for many Jews was the sum expression of 

their Zionist involvement. Secondly it carne to entail 

the propagation of the Zionist objective, namely a 

Jewish national homeland in Palestine. Owing to the 

favourable social and economic circumstances in South 

Africa
19 

Zionists did not, in advocating the creation of 

a Jewish homeland, come to regard the return of the 

Jewish people to such a land as necessarily applicable 

to themselves. Nevertheless they came to recognise the 

need for a Zion both as a haven for their oppressed 

co-religionists and as a complement for their own future 

as Jews in the Diaspora. 20 For the geographically 

isolated Jewish community in South Africa, Zionism came 

to offer an opportunity for involvement in the affairs 

and concerns of world Jewry and became, in fact, the only 

18 Ibid ., p.23. 

19Ibid ., pp.34-36. 

20Ibid ., pp.32-33. 
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tangible link with the leading Jewish personalities of 

the time and with the political and cultural issues 

affecting Jewish life. F i nal l y it carne to mean whatever 

pro-Zionist lobbying South Af rican Jewry could bring to 

bear on . their Government and thereby on the international 

21 
scene. 

Although Zionism i n Durban carne to conform to the 

above mentioned criter i a, the history of the Movement 

in the town prior to 1919, d i ffered somewhat from that 

of the rest of the country. Evidence of Zionist activity 

in the town dates back to 1884 when Philip Wartski, one 

of Durban's early Jewish residents and a key figure in 

the community, had joined with a few of his friends and 

had established a branch of t he Cho ve ve i Zion Society.22 

Some years later, in August 1891, a report which recorded 

the formation of a branch of the same Society in Durban 

had appeared in the Jewish press. 23 
Although the 

differing reports regarding t he creation of a branch of 

the Chovevei Zi on Society appear to be contradictory, 

they might simply indicate that the earliest attempt t .o 

introduce Zionism into the town had been unsuccessful. 

A point of interest however , i s the fact that the 

establishment of a branch o f the Chove vei Zion in Durban 

21 Ib id ., pp.37-50. 

22 
Hashol om Ros h Ha s honah Annual , XXIX No.1 
(September, 1950), 53 . 

23Lon do n Jew i s h Ch r onicle , September 25, 1891, p.ll. 
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predated the creation of a similar branch of the Society 

in Johannesburg in 1896, which Gideon Shimoni has 

incorrectly described as the first such Society in South 

f ' 24 A rlca. A further account of the establishment of a 

Chovevei Zion Society in Durban relates, that Wartski 

had formed a branch of this organisation in 1897, in 

response to a letter which he had received from Joseph 

25 
Prag, a leader of the Chovev ei Zi on in England. As 

no reports of any activity exist in regard to the two 

earlier attempts to create a branch of the organisation 

in Durban, the last mentioned report may be a sign that 

in 1897 yet another attempt had been made to revive the 

apparently inactive Society. 

Until the outbreak of the Anglo-Boer War in 1899 and 

the arrival in the town of Jewish refugees from the 

Transvaal, Zionism had, despite attempts to the contrary, 

Eailed to take root in Durban. That Zionism had not 

been without its supporters in Durban is evident from 

the fact that three unsuccessful attempts were recorded 

in connection with efforts to set up a Ch ovevei Zion 

Society in the town. Support for Zionism had, however, 

been confined to only a small section of the Jewish 

community and their numbers had apparently been 

inadequate to maintain an active Zionist group. In 

Durban it should be remembered, unlike in the rest of the 

24Gideon Shimoni, p.19. 

25M ' G ' tl' h " arcla 1 ln, T e V~ s ~on Amazin g , 
(Johannesburg, 1950), pp.60-61. 



country, the Litvak population had been very small and 

the community had been overwhelmingly Anglo-Jewish in 

make up and leadership. Whilst elsewhere in South 

Africa Anglo-Jewish elements had also tended to 

predominate in leadership positions, the character of 

86 

the community had tended to be greatly influenced by the 

Litvak element. Durban Jewry, denied the benefit of 

this Litvak element, had, therefore behaved in a manner 

that had been noticeably different from that Qf 

communities elsewhere in the country. For the most 

part its communal leaders, in common with many other Jews 

of English descent, had been opposed to Zionism,26 or 

at the very least disinterested in its work, and their 

thinking had had a profound effect on their community. 

One of the far reaching achievements of the Jewish 

refugees who had come to Durban during the Anglo-Boer 

War, had been their successful attempt to create an 

active all male Zionist Association in 1901. 27 
The fact 

that no Durban Jew appears to have been associated with 

the establishment of the Durban Zionist Association has 

been seen as a reflection of the antipathy that was felt 

by the local committee towards Zionism. It has, 

furthermore, been viewed as an expression of their deep 

seated aversion to the East European immigrant who was 

26 Ibid ., p.62. 

27 
S.G. Cohen, 
1825-1918. 
(University 

A History of the Jews of Durban 
Unpublished Masters Dissertation 

of Natal, Durban, 1977), p.201. 
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not only recognisably Jewish by virtue of his accent and 

other notable characteristics, but who wished to 

emphasise this distinctiveness through Zionism, in 

contrast to his English co-religionist who sought 

anonymity and acceptance from his Gentile neighbours.
28 

Whilst there might be a considerable element of truth in 

these allegations, Durban Jewry's traditional opposition 

to Zionism should not be forgotten when seeking to explain 

the composition of the Durban Zionist Association. If, 

as has been asserted, certain of the Anglicised members 

of Durban's Jewish community did seek to place obstacles 

in the way of the Association, 29 their behaviour might 

be attributed not only to their opposition to the Zionist 

cause but, more especially, to the challenge which the 

leaders of the Zionist Association had posed to their 

authority and leadership. 

During the period 1901-1902 Zionism had taken firm 

root in the town and had flourished in respect of 

b d th f . t t" t . 30 num ers an e scope 0 1 S ac lVl les. Following 

the return of a large proportion of the Jewish refugees 

to the Transvaal, upon the conclusion of the Anglo-Boer 

War, support for the Zionist cause had declined 

considerably and the Association had thereafter been 

plagued by bouts of inactivity. Notwithstanding the 

28M . . 1 arCla Glt in, p.62. 

29Ibid . 

30 
See S.G. Cohen, pp.203-207. 



unfavourable circumstances under which the Zionist 

Association had had to operate, its members had given 

every encouragement to the short lived attempts to 

establish a Ladies' Zionist Association and a Juvenile 

. . . th t 31 Zionist Assoc~at~on ~n e own. 

88 

The failure of the branches of the Zionist Movement 

to become firmly established in Durban, was ascribed to 

a measure of sympathy amongst certain members for 

Territorialism, which, in the wake of the Zionist 

rejection of the British offer of Uganda as a place of 

Jewish settlement, had come out in favour of Jewish 

colonies being set up in places other than in Palestine. 

The limited support which Territorialism had enjoyed 

amongst the Jews in Durban, was, however, revealed in 

the fact that, unlike elsewhere in South Africa, no 

attempt had been made to open a branch of the organisation 

in the town. 32 Blame for the unsatisfactory condition 

of Zionism in Durban was also placed on the South African 

Zionist Federation, which it was alleged had failed to 

take a sufficient interest in the local Association. 33 

The imbalance which had persisted within the community 

between the Anglicised and the East European elements, 

had also remained a contributory factor in respect of the 

31 Ibid ., pp.289-300. 

32 Ibid ., p.296. 

33 Ibi d ., p.297. 
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problems which had faced the local Zionist body. 34 The 

unhappy state of Zionism in Durban has further been 

attributed to the generally weak and ineffective 

f h . t ' 35 leadership 0 t e ASSOCla lon. Although an element 

of truth might exist in respect of the allegations made 

against the Association's leaders, in the light of the 

poor support which the community had generally shown for 

Zionist activities it is understandable that even the 

most committed and ardent Zionist workers would have 

found difficulty in sustaining the Association and its 

activities. 

With the outbreak of World War I attempts to 

maintain a Zionist Association in Durban had been 

disbanded. In 1916 the Durban Jewish Literary Club, 

whose inception had coincided with the start of hostilities 

two years earlier, had adopted a Zionist plank in its 

programme and had altered its name accordingly in order 

to reflect its wider purpose. The development of the 

Durban Jewish Literary Club and Zionist Association had 

been a most timely one, in light of the far reaching 

developments which had taken place in respect of 

Palestine and Zionism during the war. The publication 

of the Balfour Declaration, which had recorded that 

"His Majesty's Government views with favour the 

establishment in Palestine of a national home for the 

34 Ibid ., pp.302-303. 

35 Ibid ., p.303. 



90 

Jewish people, ,,36 and t he Br i tish conquest of Palestine 

which had culminated i n the surrender of Jerusalem in 

December 1917,37 had awakened the interest of all sections 

of the Durban Jewish commun ity in Palestine. 

Although the history of Zionism in Durban prior to 

the Boer War had not been characterised by any activity, 

members of the Jewish communi ty had, nevertheless, 

demonstrated their concern for Palestinian Jewry by 

38 
raising funds to help suppor t them. Such 

philanthropy does not, however, appear to have had a 

specific'ally Zionist motivat i on, and was exceeded by the 

support shown for the funds that were set up to help 

th t d J f 1 t . t th t R . 39 e persecu e ews 0 a e n lne een cen ury USSla. 

The generosity that was displayed by the community would, 

therefore, appear to have been inspired by a concern 

for the suffering of fellow Jews irrespective of their 

place of abode. This bond with suffering co-religionists 

appears to have also been the underlying motivation for 

the support given during World War I to the campaigns to 

40 
relieve Russian Jewry, and to help the Jews of 

36Cited in Walter Laqueur, A His tory of Zioni s m, 
(New York, 1972 ) , p. 1 98. 

37Solomon Grayzel, A Histor y of the Jew s Fr om the 
Baby Zonian Exile to the Pr e s ent 5728 - 1968 . 
(New York, 1968 ) , p.6 15. 

38 
S.G. Cohen, p.158. 

39 Ib id ., pp.125-126. 

40 Ibi d ., pp.390-395. 
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Pa est~ne. The fact that fund raising on behalf of 

91 

Palestinian Jewry and the communities of Eastern Europe 

was administered by committees led by the same prominent 

communal personalities who normally kept themselves 

aloof from Zionist affairs, would seem to corroborate 

this view. 

After 1917 as Palestine moved into the focus of 

world affairs, interest in Zionism grew in intensity 

within the Jewish community of Durban, spurred by 

external circumstances which led to the growing 

realisation amongst Jews of the need for a homeland. 

This did not, however, correspond to a large scale 

enrolment in a Zionist body, instead, as the idea of a 

National Horne in Palestine gained in relevance and 

acceptability, fundraising carne to be the major 

expression of Zionist identification. Zionist 

fundraising carne to be accompanied by elaborate planning 

and the visits of leading Jewish personalities, all of 

whom gave impetus to these drives for funds and helped 

maintain communal interest in the Zionist ideal. The 

widescale communal acceptance of Zionist ambitions also 

carne to be reflected in the mass support which the 

community carne to demonstrate for the Yishuv and in its 

solidarity with Zionist efforts to create a horne in 

Palestine. 

41 bOd I 1.- ., pp.396-397. 
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PHILANTHROPIC ZIONISM 

In the post-war period, as universal Jewish 

attention carne to be fixed on Palestine, Durban Jewry 

joined with Jewry world wide in following events within 

the country, and in working assiduously in the task of 

its development. As the delegates to the Peace 

Conference were convening in Paris, Zionist circles were 

pervaded by a spirit of great optimism. This reflected 

itself in the mood of delegates to the Seventh South 

African Zionist Conference that met in Cape Town in 

January 1919,42 in the growth of the Durban Jewish 

Literary Club and Zioni st Association, and in the 

emergence of Zionist societies for women and youth in 

t"he t 43 own. 

Whilst the protracted discussions and arguments which 

were to lead to peace in Europe were being conducted in 

Paris, the Zionist delegation took the opportunity to 

lobby with representatives of the Great Powers, for their 

goal of a Jewish national horne in Palestine under British 

44 mandatory power. In support of their leaders a mass 

meeting of Durban Jewry was held in the Club Room of the 

42 
The Nata l Mercury, January 14, 1919, p.7, 
January 16, 1919, p.7. 

43 Th Z · . e ~ on~st Reco r d , October 23, 1919, p.25. 
44 

Walter Laqueur, pp.451-452. See also The Na t a l 
Mercury, March 1, 1919, p.9. 



Durban Jewish Literary Club and Zionist Association in 

45 
Acutt 's Arcade. 
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Lengthy negotiations between the Governments of the 

United States, Great Britain and France over the future 

of the Ottoman Empire continued long after the signing 

46 
of a peace treaty with Germany. As the diplomatic 

battle for a Jewish Palestine was being waged in the 

47 
capitals of the world, Durban Zionists were greatly 

encouraged by the support that General Smuts expressed 

for their cause. During his first visit to the town 

after returning from Versailles the General met with a 

delegation from the Durban Jewish Literary Club and 

Zionist Association, consisting of Messrs S.A. Nathanson, 

President; M. Lewis, Vice-President; J.A. Lewin, 

Treasurer; and L. Hart, Committee Mernber. 48 
In the 

course of his remarks to the delegation General Smuts 

rea.ffirmed his sympathy with the Zionist movement and 

expressed the hope that Great Britain would be constituted 

the mandatory power for palestine. 49 

The Allied leaders finally gathered at San Remo in 

45 Ibid ., March 20, 1919, p.8. 

46David Thomson, Eur ope Since Na pole on, (London, 1972), 
pp.629-631. 

47 For a detailed account of this period see 
Walter Laqueur, pp.450-453. 

48The Nata l Merc ury, September 18, 1919, p.l1. 

49 Ib id . 
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h k 50 . t April 1920 to conclude a treaty wit Tur ey, agalns a 

background of Arab opposition to a Jewish homeland in 

Palestine that found expression in violence and public 

d t · 51 emonstra lons. Whilst the Peace Conference was 

proceeding, and before its decision as to the political 

future of Palestine was reached, the South African 

Zionist Federation called for mass meetings throughout 

the country in support of the Zionist demands. 52 In 

Durban the Jewish community met in the Synagogue 

Chambers St. Andrew's Street on April 25. 53 By this 

time the decision to incorporate the Balfour Declaration 

in the Peace Treaty with Turkey, and to entrust Britain 

54 with the mandate for Palestine, had been made, giving 

cause for an outburst of universal Jewish rejoicing. 55 

On May 2 the Jews of Durban gave expression to their 

feelings at a service of thanksgiving in the St. Andrew's 

56 Street Synagogue. 

50David Thomson, p.631. See also The Natal 
Mercury, April 22, 1920, p.7. 

51 
Walter Laqueur, p.241. See also The Natal Mercury, 
March 13, 1920, p.9., April 8, 1920, p.7., 
April 9, 1920, p.8., April 20, 1920, p.7. 

52 The Zionist Record, May 31, 1920, p.47. 

53 The l Nata Mercury, April 27, 1920, p.9. 

54David Thomson, p.631. 

55 
The Natal Mercury, May 3, 1920, p.11. 

56 Ibid ., April 29, 1920, p.6., and The Zionist 
Record, May 31, 1920, p.38. 
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At the celebration meeting held after the service 

a strenuous campaign that was being conducted throughout 

57 
the country for the Palestine Restoration Fund, was 

inaugurated in Durban. A special committee comprising 

Messrs J.A. Lewin, Chairman; B. Lurie, Treasurer; 

D. Sandler, Secretary; L. Davis, P. Wartski, B. Berman, 

I. Lurie, J. Shapiro, M.K. Rosenbach, A. Berman, 

J. Rothstein, M. Morrison, J. Moshal, P. Ditz and 

C.H. Blumenfeld, was formed to take charge of the Fund.
58 

In the short space of one year it succeeded in collecting 

57The fund was originally set up duripg World War I 

58 

as a means of restoring those natural assets in 
Palestine that war conditions had destroyed. Later 
it d~veloped into a fund for the upbuilding of the 
Jewish National Horne. (Jack Alexander, "South 
African Zionism" in The South African Jewish Year 
Book, Directory of Organisation s and Who's Who ~n 
South African Jewry 1929, 5689-90. Editor 
Morris de Saxe, Associate Editor I.M. Goodman, 
Published by the South African Jewish Historical 
~ociety, P.O. Box 2711, Johannesburg 
(Johannesburg, 1929), p.188.). The fund was 
launched in Durban on May 26, 1918 by the 
Rev. M.I. Cohen of Bulawayo, Rhodesia. (The 
Natal Mercury, May 27, 1918, p.6.) The campaign 
continued through 1919 and was supported by a 
social evening, (The Zioni st Record, 
September 19, 1919, p.53.) collections (Ibid.) and 
by a social and dance. (The Natal Mercury, 
October 30, 1919, p.12.). Although the campaign 
lagged somewhat in 1919 ·it received impetus after 
the San Remo Conference. (Jack Alexander, p.191.) 

The Natal Mercury, May 13, 1920, p.8. 
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more than £5,000.
59 In addition the Committee raised a 

further £1,200 from the members of both Hebrew 

Congregations through an appeal made on Yom Kippur eve 

after the KoL Nidrei service, which was specifically 

earmarked for the transfer of orphans from the Ukraine 

and Poland to Palestine. 60 

The tragic plight of more than 1,000,000 children, 

the victims of anti-Jewish excesses in the Ukraine and 

Eastern Europe, who had been orphaned since the Armistice, 

had filled all South African Jews with an overwhelming 

desire to render assistance of a practical nature. 

Through the efforts of Mr Isaac Ochberg and the South 

African Jewish War Victims Fund, 200 of these young 

orphans were brought to South Africa. 61 A severe 

economic recession in the Union, however, resulted in 

cons i derable opposition to the admission of large numbers 

59The Zionist Record, May 31, 1921, p.33. The 
money was raised through appeals, (The NataL 
Mercury, May 22, 1920, p.8., June 1, 1920, p.8., 
and June 11, 1920, p.9.) the production of a Jewish 
operetta, (Ibid., August 7, 1920, P .13.) a Simchat 
Torah ball given by the Durban Jewish Ladies' Guild 
(Ibid., October 6, 1920, p.6.) a dance given by the' 
Juvenile Zionist Association, (Ibid., 
October 27, 1920, p.15.) a motor car raffle and 
voluntary contributions (The Zionist Record, 
May 31, 1921, p.33.) 

60 Ibid ., October 31, 1920, p.31., and 
November 30, 1920, p.25. 

61 The NataL Mercury, September 6, 1921, p.7., 
September 20, 1921, p.7. 



of Jewish orphans into the country, and this was 

62 
reflected in correspondence i n the local press. 

97 

Instead of transporting war orphans to South Africa, 

Mr M. Morrison, at the Annual General Meeting of the 

Palestine Restoration Fund, held on May 8, 1921, at the 

Synagogue Chambers, proposed that the Durban Jewish 

community adopt a number of orphans from the Ukraine and 

Poland and transfer them to palestine.
63 

Through correspondence with Dr D. de Sola Pool, 

Regional Director for Palestine and Syria of the Joint 

Distribution Committee of the American Funds for Jewish 

War Sufferers, Mr Morrison had received a promise of 

assistance in the disposal of orphans brought from the 

Ukraine and Poland whose upkeep could be guaranteed until 

64 the age of fourteen years. The Jews of Durban 

enthusiastically accepted Mr Morrison's proposal and 

62 b' d I ~ ., September 15, 1921, p.8., September 22, 1921, 
p.5., September 29, 1921, p.14., October 4, 1921, 
p.6. 

63 T h z ' , e ~on~ s t Re co r d , May 31, 1921, p.33. 

64 Ib id . 
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65 
gave the scheme their unqualified support. 

Within three month s t he Du r b an Committee of the 

Palestine Restoration Fund cab led a sum of £1,100 to 

Dr De Sola Pool for the purpose of transferring 50 eight 

year old Jewish boys from the Ukraine to Palestine. A 

further £600 was set as i de f or t ransmission to Palestine 

66 
for the upkeep of the orphans for three months. 

Under Mr H. Hillman a Building Fund was also started 

to finance the construction of an orphanage in one of 

the agricultural colonies in Palestine in which to house 

the Ukranian orphans for whom Durban had assumed 

' b ' 1' t 67 respons1. 1. 1. y. 

In September 1921 Mr Morrison issued an appeal to 

branches of the Palestine Restoration Fund throughout the 

Union to support the scheme to transfer Ukranian orphans 

65 Many members of the Jewish community became 
subscribers to the Fund which enjoyed particular 
support from the Durban Jewish Ladies' Guild, who 
donated the proceeds of three of its functions to 
the Fund, (The Natal Mercury, July 13, 1921, p.l0., 
November 10, 1921, p.7., August 26, 1922, p.ll.) 
and the Durban Jewish Circle, who adopted three 
orphans and who support ed the fund through varied 

66 

functions. (Ibid ., September 27, 1921, p.9., 
September 16, 1922, p.l0 . , April 1, 1924, p.13., 
June 18, 1925, p.5., The Zion is t Record , 
December 5, 1924, p.3 1. , February 27, 1925, p.23., 
April 18, 1925, p.38., December 18, 1925, p.39.). 
The Durban Bnoth Zion contributed the proceeds of 
sales and dances, (The Natal Mercur y, June 14, 1921, 
p.6., July 2,1921, p .1 2., June 24,1922, p.8.,) and 
the Young Zionist Association held a dance in aid 
of the Fund (Ibid ., J u ly 2, 1921, p.8.). See also 
The Zioni s t Record , Oc t ober 31, 1922, p.40. where a 
full revenue account was published. 

The Natal Mercury , August 29, 1921, p.15. 

67 I bid ., November 24, 1921, p.13. 



I 
. 68 to Paest~ne. This appeal elicited an encouraging 

response from many quarters,69 notwithstanding the 

economic crisis which beset South Africa at the time. 

99 

At the Eighth South African Zionist Conference, held 

in Johannesburg in January 1922, a round table conference 

of men and women interested in the project was held. 

When, in August 1922, a unification of all South African 

Jewish War Relief Organisations was effected, it was made 

an essential task of the united body, and indeed a 

condition of unification, that a children's agricultural 

settlement should be founded in Palestine to be 

maintained by South African Jewry and populated by war 

70 orphans from Eastern Europe. Among those elected to 

serve on ·the Central Executive of the newly formed 

United South African Jewish Relief, Reconstruction and 

Orphan's Fund, were Messrs M. Morrison and H. Hillman 

from Durban.
71 

The scheme to tran~fer Ukranian orphans 

to Palestine, an undertaking which Durban Jewry had been 

the first community in the world to initiate,72 thus 

became a project of the entire South African Jewish 

community. 

In September 1922 the Durban branch of the Palestine 

68 The Zionist Record, September 30, 1921, pp.14-16. 

69 bOd I ~ ., December 31, 1921, pp.25-27. 

70 
Jack Alexander, p.193. 

71 The N l ata Mercury, September 8, 1922, p.ll. 

72The Zionist Record, September 30, 1921, p.16. 
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Orphan Fund, as the Reconstruction Fund had corne to be 

73 1 f h known, learnt of the safe arrival in Jerusa ern 0 t e 

74 
Ukranian orphans whom it had adopted. Although it had 

been the intention of the Durban committee to adopt 50 

orphans only 42 boys, aged from ten to thirteen years, could 

be found who were sufficiently healthy to be selected for 

transportation to Palestine. These children arrived in 

Palestine on September 6 and were taken to their temporary 

horne at Beth Chinuch Yetomim where they were joined by 

k ' h 1 d 1" 'p 1 t' 75 two more U ranlan orp ans a rea y lVlng ln a es lne. 

Three years later the 44 orphans maintained by 

Durban Jewry moved to their new horne Kfar Yeladim, that 

had been established by the United South African Jewish 

Relief, Reconstruction and Orphan's Fund at Givat 

Hamoreh in the central part of the Jezreel Valley, close 

to Balfouria. The South African Children's Village 

which housed 114 children,. and stood on land belonging to 

the Jewish National Fund, was officially opened by the 

High Commissioner, Sir Herbert Samuel, in May 1925. 76 

When the decision was taken in January 1928 to close 

down the United South African Jewish Relief, Reconstruction 

73 
At the Annual General Meeting of the Fund on 
September 17, 1922 its name was changed to the 
Palestine Orphan Fund. (Ibid., October 31, 1922, 
p.40.) 

74The Natal Merc ury, September 8, 1922, p.ll. 

75 The Z· . 
~on~st Record, October 31, 1922, p.31-33. 

76 
Hasholom, II No.10 (June, 1925),3. 
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and Orphan's Fund, in consequence of the closure of all 

branches of the Fund except f or those in Bulawayo, 

Salisbury and Durban, the fin ance and management of 

Kf ar Yel adi m was taken over b y the South African Zionist 

Federation. Control of t h e South African's Children 

Village was placed in the h ands of a special South 

African Committee, on which Durban, which had initiated 

h h I h d d ' I t t' 77 t e woe sc erne, was accor e specla represen a lon. 

Along with the work undertaken on behalf of the 

Ukranian Orphans, which cu l mi nated in the founding of 

Kfar Yeladi m, Durban Zionis t s also followed with rapt 

attention the changing course of events in Palestine, 

their bond with the land i n tensified by the campaigns 

held to assist in its development, and by the periodic 

visits of leading Zionist .personalities. 

In May 1921, the news o f the outbreak of violence 

in Jaffa
78 

shocked South African Jewry and called forth 

a series of protest meetings throughout the country. 

At the request of the South African Zionist Federation, 

the nine largest communities in the country, including 

Durban, held mass meetings on May 22 79 at which Great 

Britain and the League of Nat ions were called upon to 

state unequivocally their intention to make Palestine the 

77 

78 

The Natal Me rcury , January 21, 19 28, p.12. 

Walter Laqueur, p.209 and Howard Morley Sachar, 
The Cou rs e of Modern Jewish History (New York, 
1958), p.377. See al so The Natal Mercury , 
May 6, 1921, p.9. and May 7, 1921, p.9. 

79 Th Z ' , e ~on~ s t Record , October 31, 1921, p.25. 
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Jewish national horne, and the violence against the Jews 

80 
in Palestine was strongly condemned. The deep 

consternation that was felt over the temporary stoppage 

of Jewish immigration into Palestine in consequence of 

the riots was expressed by an influential delegation of 

Jewish members of Parliament, that included 

Mr C.P. Robinson, at a meeting with the Prime Minister, 

General Smuts, who promised to use his good offices with 

the British Government in the matter. 81 

The cause of Zionism in South Africa received a 

considerable fillip with the arrival, at the end of 1921, 

of a distinguished visitor, in the person of 

Dr Shrnarya Levin.
82 

A former member of the Inner 

Actions Committee of the Zionist Movement, Dr Levin's 

visit was primarily in the interests of the Keren Hayesod 

(the Palestine Foundation Fund) that had been initiated 

in 1920 throughout the world to raise money for colonising 

work . On February 13, 1922, Dr Levin arrived in Durban, 

where during the course of his five day visit, he 

addressed a mass meeting, and attended a public reception 

, 'h ' h 83 glven 1n 1S onour. 

The interest in Palestine, so strongly reinforced 

by Dr Levin's visit was heightened still further by the 

80 Ibid ., May 31, 1921, pp.8, 13-14. 

81 
The NataZ Mercury, May 26, 1921, p.8. 

82 Ib i d. , December 20, 1921, p.9. 

83 Ib id ., February 14, 1922, p.6. and The Zion i st 
Record, February 28, 1922, p.19. 



news of the ratification of the grant of the Mandate 

over Palestine to Great Britain, on July 24, 1922.
84 

south African Jewry hailed this momentous event with 

103 

much joy, and an outburst of celebration, that in Durban 

took the form of a Thanksgiving Service at the St. Andrew's 

Street Synagogue, conducted by the Revs. N. Menachemson 

and H. Rubin.
85 

The second Keren Hayesod campaign was launched in 

South Africa in 1924 by Dr Alexander Goldstein a 

prominent figure in the Zionist movement who had served 

in the Jewish delegation to the Peace Conference. In 

Durban, where his successful appeal elicited a response 

of over £3,500 in one week, a local committee, chaired 

by Mr H. Hillman, and embracing all sections of the 

community, was singled out by Dr Goldstein for the 

remarkable manner in which it had organised the carnpaign.
86 

The campaign on behalf of the Keren Hayesod was 

followed in 1925 by two further drives for funds in 

support of Palestine. In April a campaign was initiated 

on behalf of the South African Palestine Enterprise 

( Binyan ) Corporation Ltd, whose aim was to secure a 

capital of RI00,aOa for investment in industrial and 

other undertakings in Palestine, with special reference 

84 
The NataZ Mercury, July 27, 1922, p.ll. 

85 Ibid ., July 29, 1922, p.13. 

86 Th Z· . e ~on~st Record Keren Hayesod SuppZement, 
June 30, 1924, pp.23-24. 



87 
to the creation of dwelling houses and warehouses. 

Mr A.M. Abrahams, the Pres i dent of the South African 

h .. b 88 
Zionist Federation launched t e campalgn ln Dur an, 

104 

and through the efforts of Mr M. Morrison, a fair number 

of shares in the Corporation, priced at £5 each, were 

89 
sold. Three months later Rabbi J.L. Zlotnik paid a 

brief visit to the town 90 t o inaugurate a drive on behalf 

of the Jewish National Fund, to which the community 

subscribed almost £1,000.
91 

The celebrations in connection with the inauguration 

of the Hebrew University in Jerusalem in April were 

however, the highlight of the Zionist calendar in 1925. 

In Durban, a public gather i ng, presided over by 

Mr F.C. Hollander, and attended by the Deputy 

Administrator of Natal, Mr J. Hershenhorn; The Senior 

Magistrate, Mr .B. Colenbrander; and other representatives 

of civic, spiritual and intellectual bodies of the town, 

was held to mark the occasion .
92 

1926 Was made a memorable year for South African 

Zionists by the visit of Mr Na hum Sokolow, the president 

of the World Zionist Executive, who was accompanied by 

87 
Jack Alexander, p.197 . 

88 Th e Zioni s t Record , May 18, 1925, p.18. 

89 Ibid ., September 26, 1927, p.16. 

90 
The Natal Mercury , Ju l y 17, 1925, p.9. 

91 Th . . 
e Z~on~st Record J . N. F. Supplement , July 31, 1925, 

p.23. and Ha s holom , II No.12 (August, 1925),4+ 

92 
The Natal Me r cury , Apr il 2, 1925, p.12. 
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Dr M. Hindes, a member of the Greater Actions Committee 

of the World Zionist organisation. After opening the 

Tenth South African Zionist Conference, the two Zionist 

emissaries conducted a nation wide tour in the interests 

d
93 .. t' Db' J 94 of the Keren Hayeso ,VlSl lng ur an In une. 

Upon his arrival in Durban Mr Sokolow was accorded a 

95 
civic welcome by the Mayor, Mr T.M. Wadley, and on the 

following day addressed a meeting in the Town Hall that 

engendered such great enthusiasn, that more than 

96 
£5,500 was .collected before the meeting had closed. 

A major achievement of Mr Sokolow's visit to South Africa 

was the declaration of support by the Government of the 

Union of South Africa for the establishment of a Jewish 

National Horne in Palestine, which was issued after talks 

between Mr Sokolow and Government representatives. 97 

Dr Hindes's arrival in Durban on October 17, 1926, 

for a farewell visit,98 reawakened some of the excitement 

and enthusiasm that had been evoked by the Keren Hayesod 

campaign. During the few days of his stay Dr Hindes 

93 b'd It.., June 1 2 , 1 92 6, p. 12 . 

94 For a full account of Mr Sokolow's visit to Durban 
see The Zionist Record, June 25, 1926, pp.13-17. 

95 The 7 
Nata~ Mercury , June 14, 1926, p.ll. 

96 The Zioni s t Record, June 25, 1926, p.17. 

97 
H~shol om , IV No.5 (October 15th, 1926), 1-2. 
Clted in Gideon Shimoni, pp.49-50. 

98 Th Z' , e t.ont.st Record , November 5, 1926, pp.14-15. 



addressed the weekly luncheon of the Durban Rotary 

Club,99 and was the guest of honour at a communal "At 

100 
Home" at the Kenilworth on the beachfront. 

106 

The tenth anniversary of the signing of the Balfour 

Declaration, on November 2, 1927, was, yet another 

historic milestone suitably commemorated in Durban by a 

mass meeting, held in the Arthur Smith Hall. The 

Jewish People's gratitude to Great Britain for making 

possible the establishment in Palestine of a National 

Home for the Jews, was a major theme of the different 

speeches at the meeting, which ended with a resolution 

pledging Durban Jewry's support in the task of building 

the land. 101 

In pursuance of its pledge, Durban Jewry accorded 

an enthusiastic welcome to Colonel Fredrick Kisch, the 

Chairman of the Palestine Zionist Executive, and 

Mrs Kisch, who visited the town in the interests of the 

Keren Hayesod, accompanied by Dr I. Olsvanger. A new 

feature of this Keren Hayesod campaign was a separate 

ladies campaign for the maintenance of Kfar Yeladim, 

which the Jewish women of South Africa had undertaken to 

maintain, through the Zionist Federation. On June 5 the 

Women's Campaign was launched at an "At Home" at the 

99 
The Natal Mercury, October 23, 1926, p.18. 

100Ibid ., b Octo er 27, 1926, p.12. 

101 Ib 'd 
~ ., November 3, 1927, p.8. and The Zionist 

Record, November 11, 1927, p.ll. 
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Ma r ine Hot e l in honour of Mrs Kisch, arranged by the 

local Women's Ke r en Haye s od Committee under 

o 102 
Mrs M. Morrlson. 

Colonel Kisch and his party travelled to 

o 0 b 103 f D b Pletermarltz urg rom ur an. They were entertained 

there at a luncheon given by the Administrator, and 

attended a reception given i n their honour by the Jews 

f 0 t Ot b 104 o Ple ermarl z urge 

For the first time the Ke r en Ha ye s od campaign in 

Natal was also conducted amongst the scattered Jewish 

families of Zululand. Together with Mr L. Braudo, 

hone treasurer of the South African Zionist Federation, 

the Rev. E.M. Levy visited a number of Jewish residents 

of Zululand and generous donations were received from 

Jews in Ginginhlovu, Darnal l, Mtunzini, Melmoth, 

105 
Babanango, Amatikulu and Tongaat. 

Shortly after the farewell visit of Dr I. Olsvanger 

106 
in August 1928, Durban Jewry's attention was diverted 

from the Keren Ha yes od campaign to events in Palestine. 

On Yo m Kip pur a detachment o f police interrupted a service 

being held at the Wailing Wa ll i n order to remove a 

wooden partition that was separating the men and women 

102 The Natal Advertiser , June 6, 1928, p.S. 

103 The Zioni s t Record , June 15, 1928, p.7. 

104The Natal Mercury , J une 7, 1928, p.9. 

10SThe Zi oni s t Record , June 29, 1928, p.27. 

106 b °d I & ., August 31, 1928, p.32. 
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h ' 107 wors lppers. Although the area in front of the Wall 

belonged to a Muslim religious endowment, and by raising 

a screen the Jews had broken with established tradition, 

the police action nevertheless created intense feelings 

amongst the Jews who regarded it as a desecration of the 

sanctity of the wall. l08 · 

Underlying tension that had given rise to the unrest 

between the two sides persisted and was aggravated by 

the emotional and spiritual significanc~ of the Wailing 

Wall area to both Jews and Muslims. Building operations 

carried out on and around the Wall by the Muslims caused 

great commotion among sections of the Jewish population. 

The heightened tensions erupted into unprecedented riots 

l'n August 1929. 109 Th tt k J 'J 1 e a ac on ews ln erusa em 

spread rapidly to Hebron, where rabbis and yeshivah 

students fell victim to the wide scale violence that 

110 enveloped the country. Jews allover the world were 

greatly distressed by the riots,lll and in certain places 

this manifested itself in anti-British demonstrations. 112 

107 

108 

109 

110 

Walter Laqueur, p.255. See also The Natal 
Mercury, September 27, 1928, p.13. 

Walter Laqueur, p.255. See also The Natal 
Mercury, November 3, 1928, p.17., and 
November 9, 1928, p.9. 

For a full account see Walter Laqueur pp.255-259. 

Howard Morley Sachar, p.386. See also The Natal 
Mercury, August 21, 1929, p.13., August 22, 1929, 
p.9., August 26, 1929, p.9., August 29, 1929, p.13. 

III Ibid., August 27, 1929, p.ll. 

112 Ibid ., pp.6 and 11. 
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Whilst Durban Jewry s h a r ed the sadness of its 

co-religionists, it neverthe l ess, in the words of 

Rabbi E.M. Levy, "found it i mpossible to conceive that a 

British Government would desert the Jewish people in the 

hour of our need, and encourage the wickedness of that 

small section of Arab mischief-makers bent on undoing the 

work of the Versailles Treaty i n regard to palestine.,,113 

Throughout South Africa, Jewry was moved to action 

by the events in Palestine. I n Durban, a preliminary 

meeting of the heads of all Jewish communal institutions 

was held to appoint a committee to co-ordinate the 

response of the community. On the Rand and in Cape Town 

the Jewish organisations took similar action. A 

deputation from the South African Zionist Federation and 

the Jewish Board of Deputies, interviewed the Prime 

Minister in Pretoria on beh a l f of South African Jewry, in 

the hope of securing the Government's intervention in 

this matter.
114 

Meetings of protest against the Arab 

attacks in Palestine were held in London, New York and 

P . 115 d' 65 116 arlS an ln over centres around South Africa. 

In Durban a mass meet i ng, chaired by Mr F.C. Hollander, 

was arranged for September 3 in the Arthur Smith HalZ , at 

113 Ib i d ., p. 11 . 

114 I bid ., August 28, 1929, p.13. 

115 . 
The Natal Advert~ser , August 30, 1929, p.9. 

116 
The Natal Mercury , August 30, 1929, p.24., The 
Nata l Adver ti ser , Augus t 31, 1929, p.11., The 
Zioni s t Record , Sept e mber 6, 1929, pp.7, 8, 40. 
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which the speakers were the Mayor, Councillor the 

Rev. A. Lamont, Mr B.M. Narbeth the Principal of the 

Natal Technical College, Rabbi E.M. Levy, 

Mr C.P. Robinson M.L.A., Dr B. Moshal and Mr L. Hart. 

Along with criticism of the administration in Palestine, 

the meeting expressed appreciation to the British 

Government for the steps taken to restore law and order 

. th t 117 In e coun ry. In South Africa a Palestine 

Emergency Fund was set up to assist in the task of 

reconstruction. This fund was a national South African 

Jewish project which undertook to raise £75,000 over 

three years for the Jewish National Fund, in order to 

redeem 15,000 dunams in Eret z Israel. 118 A combined 

appeal for the Emergency Fund and Dunam Drive was made 

in the two Synagogues in Durban on KoZ Nidrei night l19 

and about six months later total donations amounted to 

£752. 120 

ORGANISATIONAL ZIONISM 

The close attention with which the Jewish community 

of Durban followed the course of events in Palestine, and 

117 
The Nat a Z Mercury, September 4, 1929, p.8. 

118 Ib o

d ~ ., October 28, 1929, p.6. 

119 
HashoZom, VII No.2 (November, 1929), 15. 

120 Ib o

d ~ ., VII No.7 (May, 1930), 5. 
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its generous and widescale response to campaigns 

launched on behalf of different Zionist causes, such as 

the Keren Hayesod, contrasted sharply with the lack of 

interest which the community generally showed in the 

activities of the branches of the Zionist movement in 

the town. 

The Durban Jewish Literary Club and Zionist 

Association, as it had done since its formation, 

continued in the post-war period, to serve as a forum 

for both social and cultural intercourse.
121 

In the 

realm of Zionist affairs it participated in all national 

efforts for palestine,122 was represented at the Seventh 

South African Zionist conference,123 and arranged Shekel 

collections. 124 Together with other Zionist societies 

in the town, the Durban Jewish Literary Club and Zionist 

121p , d ' , 1 ' ( h "1 rOVl lng SOCla evenlngs, T e Nata~ Mercury, 
May 2, 1916, p.6., The Zionist Record, 
September 19, 1919, p.S3., The Natal Mercury 
December 10, 1920, p.l0.) dances (Ibid., 
October 30, 1919, p.12., The Zionist Record, 
March 2S, 1920, p.43., The Natal Mercury, 
October 17, 1921, p.6.) lectures on "Pseudo 
Messiahs" by Mr D. Harris, (Ibid., July 11, 1919, 
p.6.) "Zionism and its Prospects" by 
Mr I. Schwartz, President of the Dorshei Zion 
Capetown, (The Zionist Record, October 23, 1919, 
p.23), "Some Impressions on Palestine" by 
Mr J.J.L. Simon, (Later Lieutenant R.G.A.) 
Palestine, (The Natal Mercury, November 21, 1919, 
p.6.), "Life of the Jew and his Hope ll by 
Mr Peretz Hirschbein. (Ibid., June 14, 1921, 
p.6.). 

122S ee 

123 The 

above pp.93. 

Natal Mercury, February 14, 1919, p.6. 

124 b 'd I ~ ., March 14, 1919, p.6. and The Zionist Record, 
May 31, 1921, p. 31 . 



Association conducted a successful campaign for the 

Max Nordau Garden City125 and solicited contributions 

h ' 1 G 126 for the Samuel Goldreic Memor~a rove. 

Alongside the Durban .Jewish Literary Club and 

Zionist Association, a Ladies' Zionist Society, the 

Bnoth Zion, was created in 1919.
127 

earlier attempts in 1901,128 and again 

Although two 

in 1903,129 to 

establish a women's branch of the Zionist movement in 

112 

Durban had met with little success, individual women in 

the community had continued to work for the Zionist 

cause, and had even served on the committee of the Durban 

Liter ary Club and Zionist Association during 

World War I. 130 During the first year of its existence 

the Bnoth Zion, under its president Mrs B. Franklin, grew 

to over 100 strong, 131 reflecting the extent of the 

support which the Society initially enjoyed. The Bnoth 

Zion directed its energies primarily to fund raising132 

125Ib~d., h 25 9 v Mar c , 1 2 0, p. 37 . 

126 Ibid ., May 31, 2 19 1, p.31. and June 13, 1921, p.16. 

127 Ibid ., October 23, 1919, p.25. 

128 
The NataL Mercury, August 20, 1901, p.9. 

129 Ib 'd 
'Z- ., January 10, 1903, p.13. 

130 
S.G. Cohen, pp.461-462. 

131 Th Z' , e 'Z-cn'Z-st Record, December 24, 1919, p.27. 

132 Ibid ., February 25, 1920, p.31., August 31, 1920, 
pp.24-25., March 20, 1921, p.32., The NataL 
Mercury, June 14, 1921, p.6. and The Zionist 
Record, June 30, 1922, p.36. 
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133 
and also participated in the sale of Shekels. 

In May 1922, in the interests of greater unity, 

the Durban Jewish Literary Club and Zionist Association 

and the Bnoth Zion am~lgamated into one organisation, 

h "b ., t A . t' 134 under the name of t e Dur an ZlonlS SSOCla lone 

Whilst this step brought about a unification of those 

committed to the Zionist cause, it did little to alter 

the basic pattern of Zionist activity. Apart from 

selling Shekels 135 the Association held collection days 

for the Jewish National Fund, when blue boxes were 

cleared and - distributed.
136 In addition the Association 

also worked hard for all national campaigns for 

1 3 3 Ib ,,' d . , 3 92 3 " May 1, 1 1, p. 1. 

134 Ibid ., June 30, 1922, p.36. 

135 In 1922 288 shekels were sold (Ibid.). In 1923 

136 

296 shekels were sold. (South African Jewish 
Chronicle, May 25, 1923, p.410.). In 1924 this 
number increased to 369 shekels. (The Zionist 
Record, November 7, 1924, p.23.). In 1925 308 
shekels were sold (Ibid., April 8, 1925, p.38.) 
and in 1926 349 shekels were purchased. (The Natal 
Mercury, February 27, 1926, p.12.). In 1927 253 
shekels were sold. (The Zionist Record, 
April 12, 1929, p.21.). In the following year 350 
shekels were acquired in Durban (Ibid.) and in 
1929 428 she kels were sold. (Ibid.) 

The Natal Mercury, December 9, 1922, p.10., The 
Zionist Record, September 26, 1924, p.46., 
January 2, 1925, p.21., April 29, 1926, p.25., 
June 4, 1926, p.31., November 19, 1926, p.25., 
April 29, 1927, p.23., June 15, 1928, p.38., 
October 5, 1928, p.21., October 26, 1928, p.27., 
December 28, 1928, p.18., January 4, 1929, p.21., 
July 5, 1929, p.15., September 13, 1929, p.3]. 
and November 15, 1929, p.28. 
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1 
. 137 

Pa est~ne. Lectures continued to be a regular 

. . , 138 lth h feature of the Assoc~at~on s programme, a oug 

the venue was no longer the Synagogue Chambers 

139 
St. Andrew's Street but the Park Street Synagogue. 

During this period the Association was not only 

represented at the Conferences of South African 

Zionists,140 but also at the World Congresses of the 

. . M t 141 
Z~on~st ovemen . Memorial meetings to mark the 

137 see reports I bid ., May 30, 1923, p.23., 
March 31, 1924, p.56., October 9, 1925, p.19. 
and November 23, 1928, p.22. 

138Including a lecture on "Hebrew Education in South 
Africa," by Mr I. Freedman, (The Natal Mer cury, 
May 24, 1924, p.8.) "Religions and Nationalism, by 
Mr A. Freedman, (Ibid ., September 20, 1924, p.l0.) 
"Zionism," by Mr S . Samuel (Ib id ., 

139 

November 15, 1924, p.12.) "What has sustained 
Jewry as a nation" by Mr J. Shapiro, (T he Zio n i st 
Record , January 2, 1 925, p.28.) "The National Fund 
in conjunction with the Balfour Declaration," by 
Mr S.A. Nathanson (Ibid ., February 13, 1925, p.28.) 
"Zionism and Democr acy , " by Mr M. Stone, (Ibi d ., 
March 13, 1925, p.19.) "Jabotinsky and the Zionist 
Movement," by Mr J. Blumenthal (Ibid ., 
June 19, 1925, p.40.) "The Vienna Congress" by 
Dr Goldberg, Messrs M. Stone, J. Blumenthal, 
D. Harris, (Ibid ., November 20,1925, p.37.) 
"Bialik, Our National Poet," by Mr Benzion Shein, 
(I bid ., October 29 , 1926, p.19.) "Philosophy of 

Max Nordau" by Mr J. Blumenthal, (The Na t al 
Mercury, January 23, 1929, p.7.) "Modern 
Palestine" by Mr Peretz Cornfeld. (Ib id . , 
May 9, 1 92 9, p. 12 . ) 

The venue was changed in March 1924. (Th e 
Zioni s t Record , March 31, 1924, p.56.) 

14 0 I b ,,' d . , 3 A . 1 30 92 6 v p.. , pr ~ , 1 , p. 17 ., Apr il 27, 1928, 
p.15., May 30, 1929, p.9. 

141 
The Natal Mercury , June 10, 1925, p.l0. In 1927 
Mr H. Hillman was a delegate to the 15th Zionist 
Congress in Basle, Switzerland. (Ibi d., 
July 22, 1927, p.l l .) 
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yahrtzei t of Dr Theodor Herzl came to be observed almost 

annually by the Association ,142 whilst special meetings 

were convened on the passing of the Zionist leaders, 

143 144 
Dr Max Nordau. and Achad Ha-am. An important 

addition to the cultural amenities available to Durban 

Jewry was the Hebrew Speakin g Circle, created in 

December 1925 as a sub-secti on of the Durban Zionist 

Association. 145 An earlier attempt to form a similar 

society in 1921, called Dovrei I v r ith
146 

had apparently 

met with little success. Its successor Agudath 

Sefateinu however fared far better. Under its president 

Mr D. Harris, regular and varied meetings were held every 

Sunday night in the private homes of members.
147 

Apart 

from encouraging the speaking of Hebrew, the Agudat h 

Se fat einu also opened Hebrew classes, where members, 

under the supervision of Mr J. Blumenthal, were taught 

148 
free of charge. After a period of intense 

142Th Z " d e ~ on ~ s t Recor , July 31, 1922, p.32., 
Au gu s t 29, 1 924, p. 24 ., Ju 1 Y 17, 1 925, p. 20 . , 
The Natal Mercury , July 3 , 1926, p.12., Ha sho lo m 
V No.2 (August, 1927), 4., The Zioni s t Rec or d , 
July 27, 1928, p.20. and August 9, 1929, p.34. 

143The Natal Mercury , February 9, 1923, p.8. 

144 The Zioni s t Record , February 4, 1927, p.22. 

145 b 'd I ~ ., December 18 , 1925, p.39. 

146 
The Natal Mercury , Jan uary 15, 1921, p.8. and The 
Zioni s t Record , February 15, 1921, p.23. 

147 Ib id ., December la , 1 926, p.23. 

148 I bid ., December 31, 1926, p.ll. 
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activity,149 the absence o f some of its leading lights 

150 
caused the Circle to be temporarily suspended. Upon 

its revival the Agudath Sefateinu resumed its former 

course,151 whilst at the same time it strove to encourage 

152 
the sale of Palestinian goods on the Durban market. 

The decision of the Bnoth Zion and the Durban Jewish 

Literary Club and Zion i st Association to a malgamate in 

order to form the Durban Zionist Association did not 

apparently result in the immediate demise of the Bno th 

Zion . Ch anu kah dances cont i nued to beheld under its 

auspices;53 and the masked fancy dress ball first held 

in June 1920 154 remained an annual feature of the Durban 

155 Season. The s he ke l col l ections continued to enjoy 

149Ib i d ., May 6, 1927 , p . 36., June 3, 1927, p.32., 
July 29, 1927, p.24., September 2, 1927, p.25., 
September 26, 1927 , p.24., October 28, 1927, p.17., 
December 2, 1927, p .29. 

150Ibi d ., September 14, 1928, pp.119 and 121. 

151 Ib id ., December 21, 1928, p.38., March 15, 1929, 
p.26., March 22, 1929, p.30., April 5, 1929, p.21., 
April 19, 1929, p. 38 . , May 17,1929, p.33., 
November 29, 1929, p . 46. 

152Ib ~d ., N b 2 928 v ovem er ,1 ,p.32. 

153 I b"od ., mb 
v Dece er 18, 1925, p.39., December 10, 1926, 

p.23. 

154 Ib id ., August 31, 19 20, pp.24-25. 
155 

The Natal Me r cury , Ju l y 2, 1921, p.12., 
June 4, 1922, p.8., South Afr ican Jewish 
Chr onicle , August 3, 1923, p.623., The Natal 
Me r cury, August 1, 1924, p. 1 4 . , June 24, 1925, 
p.12., August 5, 1926, p.13. 
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f h B th Z ~ on,156 who also arranged the assistance 0 t e no v 

157 
sales of work for the benefit of the Ke r en Hay e s od . 

Certain of the meetings of the Durban Zionist Association 

were .also held in co-operation with the Bnot h Zi on ,158 

which in September 1926 was described as "the women's 

branch of the Association.,,159 At the same time, 

however, members of the Bno t h Zion no longer elected 

separate officers and committees, and women who had led 

the Bnoth Zion now instead, came to serve on the committee 

d ff f h b Z . . t A . t' 160 an as 0 icers 0 t e Dur an lonlS SSOCla lone 

From the end of 1927 the name of Bnoth Zi on no 

longer appeared on notices advertising activities 

arranged by the Zionist Association. In the same year 

the masked fancy dress ball, which had been the highlight 

of the Bnoth Zion's activities was discontinued. The 

Zionist women joined forces instead with the Jewish 

Ladies' Guild, the Jewish Benevolent Society and the 

156 The Zion i st Recor d , June 30, 1922, p.36., 
April 8, 1925, p.38. 

157 The Nat al Mer cury, December 7, 1922, p.7., 
December 13, 1922, p.12., January 4, 1924, p.8. 

158 b'd I 1- ., June 13, 1923, p.10., September 20, 1924, 
p. 10 ., October 24, 1924, p. 8 ., June 10, 1925, p. 10 . , 
September 12, 1925, p.12., November 20, 1926, 
p.12., October 29, 1927, p.12. 

159 Th . . e Z1-on1- s t Record , September 8, 1926, p.42. 

160 b'd I 1- ., June 30, 1922, p.36., South Afr i can Jewi s h 
Chronic l e, May 25, 1923, p.410 ., The Zionist 
Record, February 13, 1925, p.28., November 23, 1928, 
p.22., March 15, 1929, p.26., January 3, 1930, 
p.22. 
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Jewish Circle in presenting t he July Ball, in the 

b . h h . t' 161 interests of the combined Dur an JeW1S carl les. 

For all its multifarious activities the Durban 

Zionist Association remained "the Cinderella of all 

Durban institutions,"162 incapable of attracting large 

numbers to its regular funct i ons or to its ranks. 163 

Similar difficulties were faced by the Juvenile Zionist 

Association, which was formed in 1919,164 under the 

guidance of the Durban Jew i s h Literary Club and Zionist 

Association, and which foundered two years later. 

Whilst operative, the Juvenile Association provided its 

members with a varied programme of activities, both 

. 1 165 d 1 1 166 d h . . 1 SOCla an cu tura, an at t e same tlme lnvo ved 

161 The Na t al Adve r ti s er, July 6, 1927, p.4. 

162The Z·· d ~on~ s t Recor , September 18, 1925, p.31. 

163 Ib id . 

164 Ib id ., September 19, 1919, p.53 . 

165 
The Nata l Mercury , April 20, 1920, p.ll., 
April 21, 1920, p.12 . , July 19, 1920, p.7., 
July 29, 1920, p.6., The Zionist Record , 
September 10, 1920, p. 33., The Natal Mercury , 
February 12, 1921, p. 14 ., The Zionist Re co r d , 
March 20, 1921, p. 43. , The Natal Mercu r y , 
July 2, 1921, p.8., Sept ember 10, 1921, p.8. 

166Th Z · . 
e ~on~ s t Record , September 10, 1920, p.33., The 

Nat a l Me r cury , Febru ary 12, 1921, p.14. 
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them in local Zionist work
167 

and the sale of she ke l s.
168 

In June 1923 the Association was revived as the 

b h f h 1 S . t 169 Durban ranc 0 t e Young Israe OCle y. The 

community generally took little interest in the Society, 

170 which after six months, had only 37 members, and the 

committee of the St. Andrew's Street Synagogue, in fact 

171 refused the Society the use of the Synagogue Chambers. 

The Society persevered nevertheless, offering a weekly 

programme of varied activities 172 and assisted wherever 

possible in the work of the Durban Zionist Association 

and the Bnoth Zion. 173 
The offer made to the Society 

to become affiliated to the Jewish Circle, which was 

accepted at a general meeting in June 1925, not only gave 

167Th Z " d e ~on ~ s t Reco r , December 24, 1919, p.27., 
Th e Nata L Mer cury , May 6, 1920, p.10., The Zioni s t 
Record, September 10 , 1920, p.33., March 20, 1921, 
p.43., The Natal Mercur y , April 28, 1921, p.6., 
The Zion is t Reco r d , September 30, 1921, p.48. 

168 b 'd b I ~ ., Septem er 10, 1920, p.33. and May 31, 1921, 

169 

p.31. 

"Durban Young Israel Society The Youth Movement 
in Durban, in The Durban He bre w Congreg ation 
Fiftiet h Annivers ary 1884 -1 9 34 ~ 5644 - 56 9 4 
(Durban, 1934), p.48. 

170Th Z ' . e ~ on~ s t Reco r d , January 31, 1924, p.32. 

171 Ib id . 

172 
The Natal Me rcury , December 25, 1923, p.5.,. 
June 21,1924, p.13., July 31,1924, p.16., The 
Zioni s t Record , August 29, 1924, p.24., Ha s holom , 
II No.6 (February, 1925), 6., The Natal Me r cur y , 
May 23, 1925, p.13., The Zionist Record J. N. F. 
Supple ment , June 19, 1925, p.26. 

173 Th . . e Z~on~st Record , J uly 17, 1925, p.20. 



the Society one place on each of the sub-section 

committees of the Circle,174 but also the much needed 

120 

encouragement and support of adults outside the Zionist 

Association. The Society embarked on a process of 

reorganisation and a senior section was formed by raising 

h f d
' , 175 

t e age 0 a m~ss~on. 

In 1926 a Natal Young Israel Central Executive 

Council was formed after a meeting attended by delegates 

f h ' , b d' t ' t b 176 rom t e Soc~ety ~n Dur an an P~e ermar~ z urge 

This step not only served to strengthen the bond between 

the Zionist youth in Natal,177 but also brought the young 

Zionists in Natal into closer contact with their 

contemporaries throughout the union.
178 

The Society however failed to attract the numbers 

it needed to effectively continue and early in 1927 a 

174 Ibid. 

1 7 5 Ib ",' d . , b 9 v Octo er ,1925, p.19. 

176 
The Nata~ Mercury, July 30, 1926, p.15. 

177Through functions arranged by the Central 
Executive for the two Natal branches {Hash o~om, 
VI No.8 (15th February, 1927) 16., Ibid., VII No.4 
(February, 1930), 18.) and Conferences of the 
Natal Executive {Ibid., VI No.4 (October, 1927), 
5-6. and The Zionist Record, October 26, 1928, p.27.) 

178Through national conferences of the Society, 
Durban hosting the Conference in 1927, (The Zioni st 
Record, July 22, 1927, p.14., July 29, 1927, p.24.) 
and subsequent National Conferences at which the 
Natal Young Israel Executive and the Durban Young 
Israel Society were represented (Ib id ., 
April 27, 1928, p.29., May 30, 1929, p.22.) as 
well as through the national camp held in Natal 
in July 1929. { Hasho~om , VI No.12 (August 1929) 
27 . ) , 
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call was made for "drastical remedial efforts to tide 

, , , "179 over a serlOUS crlSlS. The lack of interest of the 

Durban Jewish community in its work, and the lack of 

assistance from most of the Jewish institutions in the 

180 town, was seen as the root causes of the problem. 

The Society, nevertheless, weathered the storm. , Indeed, 

it successfully emerged from it strengthened, and with a 

d "t f th ' 181 renewe splrl 0 en USlasm. Apathy of the parent 

body continued to plague the progress of the Society 

h ' h d 't h' h t d d f t' ' t' 182 b d w lC espl e a 19 san ar 0 ac lVl les num ere 

183 
no more than 60 members. Undaunted, the Society 

d 'th' t k f Z ' ' t 18 4 
persevere Wl l S wor or lonlS and Jewish 

179 Ibid ., IV No.9 (March 15th, 1927) 8. 

180 Ibid . 

181Ibid ., V No.3 (September, 1927, Special Rosh 
Hashonah Number), 24. 

182 
See Reports The Natal Mercury, September 15, 1927, 
p.14., Hasholom, V No.5 (November, 1927), 14 and 
16., Ibid., V No.6 (December, 1927), 16., Ibid., 
V No.7 (January/February, 1928), 20-21., Ibid., V 
No.8 (March, 1928), 12-13., Ibid., V No.9 
(April, 1928) 12-13., Ibid., V No.ll (June, 1928) 
15-16 and 18., Ibid., V No.12 (July, 1928), 10., 
Ibid., VI No.2 (September, 1928, Special Rosh 
Hashonah Number), 29-30., Ibid., VI No.3 
(October, 1928), 11-12., Ibid., VI No.5 
(December, 1928), 14-15., Ibid., VI No.8 
(April, 1929, Pesach Number), 22 and 24., Ibid., 
VI No.10 (June, 1929), 22 and 24., Ibid., Vii 
No.3 (December, 1929), 32-33., Ibid., VII No.4 
(February, 1930), 18. 

18 3Ib "" d. , 
v V No.10 (May, 1928), 10 and 12. 

184 b'd 
I 'Z- ., IV No.8 (February 15th, 1927), 16 and 18 
Ibid., V No.6 (December, 1927), 16., Ibid., V ., 
No.7 (January/February, 1928), 20., The Natal 
Mercury, June 6, 1928, p.8. 
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185 . I dl I" t b f th f causes, Whl st prou y c almlng 0 e one 0 e ew 

branches of the Young Israel Movement to hold a function 

d . ht 186 every Satur ay nlg . The difficulties under which 

the Society laboured were also aggravated by the 

insufficient support which members gave to weekly 

f t · 187 unc lons. The distraction of other types of 

entertainment on Saturday evenings made the leadership of 

the Society recognise the need to provide regular 

functions of a high standard, whilst in a further effort 

to swell membership the minimum age limit was reduced to 

thirteen. 188 For all the problems with which it had to 

cope the Society nevertheless enjoyed the support of a 

small band of devoted members through whose dedication 

and effort the Society's continued existence was ensured. 

The lack of interest shown by the community in the 

work of the branches of the Zionist movement, and the 

small number of Jews who actively identified with the 

Movement through affiliation or the purchase of Shekels, 

was ascribed by those most intimately associated with the 

Zionist cause, to the community's ignorance of the true 

meaning of Zionism, and its failure to grasp fully the 

185Th Z" d e ~ on ~ st Re cor , December 10, 1926, p.23., 
Hasholom, V No.6 (December, 1927), 16., Ibi d ., 
VI No.3 (October, 1928), 6., Ib id ., VII No.3 
(December, 1929), 28. 

186 Th Z' . e ~on~ s t Re c ord , September 14, 1928, p.121. 
187 

Hasholom, VI No.5 (December, 1928), 14. 

188 Ib id ., VI No.12 (August, 1929), 27. 
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ideals for which the Movement strove.
189 

Durban Jewry general ly equated Zionism with monetary 

assistance and gave express i on to its Zionist sentiment 

through its support of var i ous fundraising campaigns. 

Many of the community's leaders acted likewise, for 

whilst they served on the special committees set up to 

organise the Ke r en Ha yesod campaigns, they generally 

remained aloof from Zionist affairs. 190 This was 

certainly a contributory factor to the unhappy plight of 

the Zionist movement in Durban. When, in 1928, the 

Durban Zionist Association was reconstituted,191 the 

Association enjoyed an upsurge in membership and an 

increased interest in all aspects of its work, in 

consequence of the members of the Keren Ha ye s od committee 

being persuaded to work for Zionism in Durban all year 

round. 192 

189 
Ha s ho lom Ro s h Hashonah Annual , VII No.1 
(September, 1929), 47 . 

190Th . . 
e Z-z-on-z-st Record , November 9 , 1928, p.28. 

191 I bid ., November 23, 1928, p.22. 

192Ib ~·d ., J 3 ~ anuary, 1930, p . 22 . 



CHAPTER VIII 

JEWISH PHILANTHROPY 1919 - 1929 

The spontaneous assistance which the Jewish 

community had always extended to its less fortunate 

co-religionists 1 had, with the creation of the Jewish 

Benevolent Society by the Jewish men of the town in 

1898,2 given way to organised welfare activity within 

the community. In the face of the extraordinary 

124 

conditions that were caused by the outbreak of the Anglo-

Boer War, and the influx of a large number of Jewish 

refugees to Durban, the task of assisting the refugees 

had been borne by a special relief committee that had 

been formed by the Jewish residents of the port. 3 The 

return of peace in 1902 had, however, signalled the 

resumption of all aspects of welfare work by the 

Benevolent Society,4 a task wh ich from 1903 had come to 

be shared by the newly- established Jewish Ladies' Helping 

I S . G. Cohen, A Hist ory of the Jews of Durb an 
1 82 5- 191 8 , Unpublished Masters Dissertation 
(University of Natal , Durban, 1977), p.159. 

2I bid ., pp . 159-160. 

3Ibid ., pp.169-174. 

4I bid ., pp.276-277. 
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d . t 5 Han Socle y. In 1904 the Helping Hand Society had 

been extended to become, as well, the Holy Vestment 

Society, and had been renamed the Durban Jewish Ladies' 

Guild.
6 

Whilst the Jewish Benevolent Society had concerned 

itself principally with relief work, the work undertaken 

by the Jewish Ladies' Guild had embraced a much wider 

spectrum of activities. In addition to extending 

assistance to the needy, the Guild had also worked for 

the Synagogues, raised funds for deserving causes and had 

acted, whenever the occasion had demanded, on behalf of 

the Jewish women of the town. 

DURBAN JEWISH BENEVOLENT SOCIETY 

The Benevolent Society continued after 1918 to 

engage in the provision of relief and free medical 

service, the visiting of the sick, the granting of loans 

to those eligible7 and the supply of mat zo t , and other 

5Ib id ., 282. 

6 Ib id ., pp.283-284. 

7 
Has ho l om Ros h Hashanah Annual , VII No.1 
(September, 1929), 55 . 
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necessities for Passover, to all those in need.
8 

However, in this period, which was characterised by 

economic hardships and the increased flow of Jewish 

immigrants to South Africa through Durban, additional 

burdens were placed on the Society necessitating 

increased expenditure. To help those who fell prey to 

the unfavourable economic conditions of the time money 

9 
was distributed and loans were granted. So numerous, 

in fact, were the calls made by the victims of the 

economic depression, that the Society's funds depleted 

to such an extent that there was a time when the Society 

. d f b . bl t t' ft" 1 0 was I n anger 0 elng una e 0 con lnue unc lonlng. 

At the same time those who came to the town in a fruitless 

search for employment were helped to return to their 

homes. 11 

Jews who, upon "disembarking in their new land, 

found themselves in need of assistance were also 

provi ded for from the Society's funds. At the same time 

the Society's trustee Mr J. Rothstein, the honorary 

8 
The Natal Mercury, April 12, 1919, p.8., 
March 31, 1920, p.8., April 21, 1921, p.6., 
April 4,1922, p.6., March 17,1923, p.l0., 
April 4,1924, p.8., March 28,1925, p.12., 
March 10,1926, p.12., March 30,1927, p.l0., 
March 20, 1928, p.l0., April 17, 1929, p.l0. 

9Ib i d ., October 29, 1924, p.16., The Zi oni s t Recor d 
November 6, 1925, p.19., Ha s holo m Ro s h Hashonah 
Annual, VII No.1 (September, 1929), 55. 

10 
Hasholom, IV No.ll (June, 1927),10. 

11 Th Z ' . e &o n& st Reco r d , September 14, 1928, p.119. 
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official representative on i mmigration matters for the 

South African Jewish Board of Deputies, offered his 

11 . h " t 12 services to a JeW1S lmml gr an s. The Society's 

association with the Board o f Deputies was further 

strengthened by its successfu l application for membership 

of the Board. 13 

Funds to sustain the work of the Society came from 

balls arranged by the Commi ttee;4 and from functions 

arranged by the Durban Jewi s h Ci rcle,15 the Durban New 

Hebrew congregation16 and t he Ladies' Guild,17 as well 

as from donations 18 and bequests.
1 9 

The Society also 

relied heavily upon the support of its members, whose 

numbers increased from 290 in 1919
20 

to over 400 by 

12Hasho lo m. Ros h Hash onah Annual , VII No.1 
(September, 1929), 55. 

13 The Zion i st Reco r d , October 31, 1922, p.48. 

14 
The Nat a l Mercury, August 14, 1919, p.6., 
August 2, 1921, p.l0 . 

15 Ib id ., May 20, 1922, p . 9., June 7, 1923, p.12., 
June 5, 1924, p.l0., Ha s ho l om, V No.4 

16 

(October, 1927), 2. , Ibid ., V No.ll (June, 1928), 
5-6., Ib i d., VI (No . 3 (October, 1928),6. 

Th e Natal Me r cury , Ju l y 29, 1926, p.6. 

1
7 

Ib i d ., Ju 1 y 15, 1 9 2 5 , P . 12 ., Ju 1 y 6, 1 927, p. 13 . , 
Ju 1 Y 11, 1 928, P • 8 . 

18Ibid ., October 31, 
(September, 1928, 
32., Ha s holom , VII 

19 19, p.6., Hasholom , VI No.2 
Special Rosh Hashonah Number), 
No . 3 (December, 1929), 30. 

19 . 
South Afr ican Jewish Chronicle , November 9, 1923, 
p.905., Hasholom , VII No.3 (December, 1929), 30. 

20 
The Natal Mercury , October 31, 1919, p.6. 
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22 
month. 

DURBAN JEWISH LADIES' GUILD 
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The reversion to peace time conditions enabled the 

Jewish Ladies' Guild to devote its full energies to its 

rich and varied programme of activities. In the course 

of dispensing its aid to deserving cases the Guild 

sometimes worked in conjunction with the Jewish Benevolent 

Society. This working relationship was characterised 

by complete harmony and close co-operation between the 

two societies,23 and the Guild's assistance in raising 

funds for the Benevolent society24 only served to 

strengthen this bond. From 1927 these two societies 

combined with the Durban Jewish Circle and the Zionist 

25 Association in arranging the annual July Ball. This 

Ball, which was the principle fundraising feature of the 

21 
Hasholom Rosh Hashonah Annual , VII No.1 
(September, 1929), 55. 

22 
Hasholom, IV No.5 (October 15th, 1926), 2-3. 

23 The Natal Mercury , October 31, 1919, p.6., 
September 8, 1925, p.8., The Zionist Record, 
November 6, 1925, p.19., September 14, 1928, 
p.119., Hasholom Rosh Hashonah Annual , VII No.1 
(September, 1929), 49. 

24 
The Natal Mercury , July 15, 1925, p.12. 

25 
Hasholom, IV No.10 (April 15th, 1927), 4. 
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26 
Guild's calendar, had first been held in 1904, and was 

widely acknowledged as the social event of the season. 

The close association between the Guild and the 

Durban Hebrew Congregation was reinforced by the Guild's 

participation in Synagogal activities. Both the 

reception given in Rev. Levy's honour upon his arrival 

in Durban, and upon his return some years later as a 

rabbi, were catered for by the Guild. 27 In co-operation 

with the Congregation the Guild also held a Simchat Torah 

ball in aid of Congregational funds. 28 

In its capacity as Holy Vestment Society, the Guild 

decorated and provided refreshments for the succah, and 

also renovated, and where necessary renewed, the Holy 

Vestments of the congregation.
29 

On September 9, 1928 

a memorial stone to the memory of the late Rev. S. Pincus, 

paid for by the Ladies' Guild,was unveiled by 

Mrs S.J. Kaplan, the Guild ' s President, in the St. Andrew's 

30 
Street Synagogue. In similar vein, the Guild worked 

with the Durban New Hebrew Congregation, supporting it 

with proceeds from the July Ball,31 catering at the 

26 
S.G. Cohen, p.286. 

27 Th Z OO e ~ on~ s t Recor d , September 12, 1924, p.31. and 
June 28, 1929, p.33. 

28 
The Nat al Me r cur y , October 14, 1925, p.12. 

29 b Od I ~ ., September 8, 1925, p.8. 

30 The Z o 0 

~ on~ s t Reco r d , October 26, 1928, p.27. 

31 The Natal Mercu r y , August 29, 1923, p.8. 
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reception following the consecration of the Park Street 

Synagogue 32 and providing i t with Holy Vestments. 33 

The Guild's interest in t he children of the 

community was reflected in t he assistance that it gave 

34 
at the annual picnic of the Durban Talmud To r ah, and 

in its decision to support the Durban Hebrew Kindergarten 

with a monthly donation. 35 Similar interest in the 

welfare of Jewish children beyond the town, was 

demonstrated by the fund raising undertaken on behalf of 

the War Victims of Eastern Europe,36 and the Ukranian 

37 
Orphans, and the support for a kindergarten in 

Palestine. 38 

In addition to its many other duties , the Durban 

Jewish Ladies' Guild also t raditionally undertook the 

catering at all Jewish functions. Apart from functions 

connected with the Synagogues, the Guild prepared the 

luncheon which followed the consecration of a lodge of 

32south African Jewi s h Chronicl e, September 7, 1923, 
p.718. 

33 Th e Zi oni s t Record , December 2, 1 927, p.29. 

34 Th e Na tal Mercury , December 25, 1924, p.3. 

35 
Ha s holo m Ro s h Ha s honah Annual , VII No.1 
(September, 1929), 5 1 . 

36 . 
The Na t al Mercury , March 6, .1920, p.8., 
August 7, 1920, p.1 4. , August 26, 1922, p.l1. and 
August 31, 1923 , p.l0. 

37 I bid ., Ju 1 y 13, 1 92 1, P . 1 0 . 

38 
Hasholom , V No.7 (January/February 1925), 9. 
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39 
the Hebrew Order of David in Durban and arranged the 

banquet during the visit of Dr Nahum Sokolow in 

June 1926.
40 

Within the wider community of Durban the Guild was 

best known for its participation, on behalf of the Jewish 

women of the town, in projects of a national character 

in which all women's groups co-operated. Building on 

the fine record of service that it had earned in 

connection with the war effort, the Guild supported the 

41 
Women's Patriotic League, contributed to the wedding 

42 
gift for Princess Mary, the Princess Royal, and the 

Silver Wedding Fund for the Governor General and 

Princess Alice,43 and participated in the Armistice Day 

44 
wreath laying ceremony at the Cenotaph. The Guild 

also associated itself with the Durban and District 

Nursing Association that was formed in 1929. 45 Among 

the officers of the Association were Miss B. Lazarus the 

Hon. Secretary, Mr F. C. Hollander, a Committee Member, 

and representatives from a number of local institutions 

39South African Jewi s h Ch ronicle, January 30, 1925, 
p.111. 

40 
Hasho l om, IV No.6 (November 15th, 1926), 3. 

41 
The Natal Merc ur y , June 19, 1919, p.11. 

42 Ib i d ., January 25, 1922, p.14. 

43 Ibid ., November 14, 1928, p.11. 

44 Ib id ., November 12, 1923, p.7. 

45 Ibi d ., July 12, 1929, p.15. 
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1 . t 46 including the Jewish Benevo ent Socle y. 

Notwithstanding its multifarious activities, nor its 

representation of the Jewish women of Durban on the 

National Council of Women and the South African Jewish 

Board of Deputies,47 the Guild only enjoyed limited 

support from the ladies of the community. In 1919 its 

membership roll numbered 165 48 and whilst this figure 

had grown by 1929 to over 300
49 

there were occasions 

when insufficient support threatened the Guild's 

t · d . t 50 con lnue eX1S ence. For the July Ball in 1926 the 

brunt of the work in connect i on with this function was 

undertaken by not more than eight ladies. 51 Although 

the Ball was considered an outstanding success,52 having 

to present so large and important a function with such 

limited manpower, influenced the Guild's decision to 

combine with other Jewish organisations in the town, to 

present this landmark in the communal calendar. 53 One 

reason advanced for the poor attendance at meetings, and 

46 Ib id . 

47 
Hasho l om Ro s h Ha s honah Annual , VII No.1 
(September, 1929), 49. 

48 
The Natal Me r cur y , January 16, 1919, p.l0. 

49 
Ha sholom Rosh Hashonah Annual , VII No.1 
(September, 1929), 49 . 

50 
Ha s holom , IV No.6 (November 15th, 1926), 2. 

51 Ib id . 

52 
The Nat a l Adverti s er , July 14, 1926, p.5. 

53 
Ha s holo m, IV No.10 (Apr i l 15th, 1927), 4. 
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the inability to attract new members, was the fact that 

meetings were held in the afternoons instead of in the 

evenings, when it was believed that greater numbers of 

54 
women would be free to attend. This does not in 

itself, however, appear to have been the principle cause 

of the Guild's problem. That problem was more probably 

rooted in general apathy. Happily this apathy failed 

to inhibit the Guild to the extent that it discontinued 

its important work. 

SOUTH AFRICAN JEWISH ORPHANAGE 

Whilst the Jewish Benevolent Society and the Durban 

Jewish Ladies' Guild had always served as umbrella 

bodies for Jewish welfare work undertaken in Durban, the 

creation of an independent branch of the South African 

Jewish Orphanage in the town, in 1926 1. signalled a break 

with this tradition. Prior to the establishment of the 

Durban committee of the Johannesburg based orphanage, 

both the Benevolent Society and the Ladies' Guild had 

supported the Orphanage in its work. The former had 

made monetary contributions5 ~ and the latter had 

extended hospitality to children from the Orphanage who 

54 I bid ., III No.5 (March , 1 926), 1-2. 

55 
The Natal Mercury , October 18, 1916, p.11., 
October 29, 192 4 , p.16., The Zioni s t Re cor d , 
November 6, 1925, p. 19 . 
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56 
were brought on holiday to Durban, and had canvassed 

for subscribers.
57 In 1923 the Guild had also been 

responsible for the catering at a Si mchat To r ah Ball, 

arranged by an influential committee under 

58 
Mr F.C. Hollander, to raise funds for the Orphange. 

Together with the Hebrew Order of David, the Durban 

Jewish Circle and the two Hebrew Congregations, the 

Benevolent Society and Ladies' Guild were represented at 

a meeting held on August 7, 1926 at the home of 

Mrs L. Jacobson, at which it was resolved to form a 

b h f h 0 h 'tt 59 ranc 0 t e rp anage comm1 ee. The Rev. E.M. Levy 

was appointed Chairman, and the post of Hon. Secretary 

60 
and Treasurer was filled by Mr E.B. Isaacs, whose 

mother, Mrs J.H. Isaacs, had formerly represented the 

61 
Orphanage in the town. The principal task of the 

Durban committee was apparently the organising of 

collections and the enroll i ng of subscribers. By 1928, 

however, it was noted that in comparison with donations 

remitted by a number of sma l ler centres, Durban 

62 contributed a negligible sum of money to the Orphanage. 

56 
The Nat al Me r cury , January 7, 1919, p.3. 

57 Ib id ., September 8, 1925, p.8. 

58 Ibid ., October la, 1923, p.9. 

59 Th Z ' , e ~on~ s t Record , August 27, 1926, p.25. 

60 I bid ., October 1, 1926 , p.24. 

61 S h . ou t A fr~can Jewish Chronicle , September 14, 1928, 
p.738. 

62 Th . . 
e Z~on~ s t Record , October 26, 1928, p.27. 
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Under anew committee, led by Mr H. Hillman, with 

Mr E.B. Isaacs as Treasurer and Mr N.E. Abrahams as 

Secretary, interest in the Orphanage was revived and 

within five months the committee raised nearly £400, 

63 
which was the largest amount ever subscribed ifl Natal. 

Much of the work on behalf of the Orphanage was 

undertaken by the women of the town. They worked 

mainly to collect money for a seaside fund inaugurated 

by the Orphanage to enable convalescent orphans to spend 

time at the coast. 64 By 1929 the Durban committee of 

the South African Jewish Orphanage had thus clearly 

"become a feature of the communal life of the town. 

JEWISH WAR VICTIMS FUND 

Alongside the agencies working in Durban in the 

cause of Jewish benevolence, and entirely unrelated to 

any of them, was the local branch of the Jewish War 

Victims Fund. This fund was set up in 1914 to help 

alleviate the suffering of Jewry inwar-torn Central and 

65 
Eastern Europe. It remained operative after the 

resumption of peace, in consequence of the enormous 

hardships which the affected communities continued to 

63 Ibid ., March 22, 1929, p.30. 

64 b 'd I ~ ., May 17, 1929, p~55., Has hoZom,VIJ No.3 
(De"cember, 1929), 14. 

65 
S.G. Cohen, pp.389-395. 
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, 66 
experlence. The Durban committee of the fund held 

1 
,67 

regu ar meetlngs, and together with the Durban Jewish 

1 d 1 h f th 't' 68 Ladies' Guild, col ecte c ot es or e VlC lms, 

whilst the Guild also supported the fund with proceeds 

69 from the July Ball. Proceeds from a masked fancy 

dress ball given by the Zionist Association in " 1920,70 

and part-proceeds from the presentation of a Yiddish play 

De Amer i caner Glick en , presented at the Theat re Royal, 

by the Johannesburg Hebrew Operatic and Dramatic Company 

helped swell the fund still further. 71 An indication 

of the extent of the work undertaken by the local fund 

committee was reflected in a letter from Mr Chas E. Sebag 

Montefiore, the Hon. Secretary of the Fund for the Relief 

of Jewish War Victims of the War in Russia, who wrote 

from the London headquarters of the fund to thank the 

Durban branch for its donation of £300 and its 

contribution of clothes. 72 

At a congress held in Bloemfontein in 1922, to 

66 see above pp.12-14. 

67 The Nat al Me r cury , May 21, 1919, p.6., 
June 18, 1919, p.8., November 21, 1919, p.6., 
December 17, 1919, p.8 . , May 14, 1920, p.6., 
August 28, 1920, p.ll. 

68 I bid ., M h 6 1920 8 arc, ,p .. , November 17,1922, p.8. 

69 I b id ., July 14, 1920, p.8., August 7, 1920, p.14., 
July 14, 1922, p.l0., August 26, 1922, p.ll. 

70 The Z oo 
~on~ s t Record , August 31, 1920, pp.24-25. 

71 The Natal Me r cury , Oc t ober 14, 1920, p.8. 

72 bOd I ~ ., February 16, 192 1, p.9. 
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unify Jewish relief fund organisations in South Africa 

operating on behalf of Jewry in Europe and Palestine, 

the War Victim Fund was absorbed into the United South 

73 
African Jewish Relief Reconstruction and Orphan Fund. 

ORT, OZE AND EMIGDlRECT 

The devastation to Jewish life in consequence of 

the prevailing conditions in Eastern Europe was so severe 

that a third of the Jews, numbering more than 2,000,000 

were left without any means of earning a livelihood. 

To reconstruct Jewish life, three world organisations 

74 0 75 dE' d ' t 76 f d . d . tt Ort, ze an mlg lrec, orme a unlte comml ee 

under the chairmanship of Dr Leon Bramson, the Chairman 

of Ort~ and in 1927 he conducted a campaign on their 

73 Ibid ., August 7, 1922, p.8. 

74The Ort organisation was founded in Russia in 1880 
and sought to train Jews for agricultural and 
industrial pursuits. For a detailed account see 
Seev Halperin and the Editorial Staff of 
Encyclopaedia Judaica, "Ort", in The Encyclopaedia 
Ju daica (Jerusalem, 1971), XII, 1481-1486. 

750ze was formed in 1913 with the object of 
maintaining and improving the health of the Jews, 
paying special attention to the hygiene at schools 
and the general welfare, of the youth. For a 
detailed account see Leon Wulman, "Oze", in Ibid., 
XI I , 1537 -1539 . 

76Emigdirect carne into being to help Jewish emigrants 
and potential emigrants to leave Eastern Europe for 
Palestine and other countries willing to accept 
them as immigrants. For a detailed account see 
Ann Ussishkin, "Jewish Colonisation Association," 
in Ibid., X, 44., and Morton Mayer Berman, 
"Philanthropy", in Ibid ., XIII, 388. 
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behalf throughout South Africa. 

At the conclusion of a l arge meeting addressed by 

Dr Bramson in the Chambers o f the St. Andrew's Street 

Synagogue on December 20, 1927, it was unanimously 

resolved,that "This meeting of Durban Jewry deeply 

sympathises with Dr Bramson 's mission and pledges itself 

to do its utmost to assist h i m morally and financially in 

his cause.,,77 On December 2 5 Dr Bramson repeated his 

address at a meeting held i n the King 's Hall ,78 and a 

campaign was launched to solicit funds from Durban Jewry. 

A local committee, chaired by Mr P. Wartski, with 

Mr A. Berman as Hon. Treasur er and Mr A. Ware as Hon. 

Secretary, succeeded in rais i ng over £644 in just one 

79 
month. By the time that the campaign was brought to 

a close Durban's total contr i bution to Ort, Oze and 

Emigdirect exceeded £847. 80 

THE JEWISH COLONISATION FUND 

Borne out of a similar concern for the Jews of 

Russia, a third campaign was he l d in Durban on their 

behalf in 1929. This campai gn, conducted by 

77 
The Nat al Mercury , December 21, 1927, p.17., The 
Natal Advertiser , December 21, 1927, p.18. 

78 The N l a t a Mercury , De c ember 23, 1927, p.14. 

79 The Zioni s t Record , February 3, 1928, p.28. 
80 

Ha s holom, V No.8 (Mar ch , 1928), 12. 
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Dr Reuben Brainin, a distinguished scholar and Zionist, 

sought to raise funds for the scheme, sponsored by the 

American Agro Joint National Organising Committee, for 

rehabilitating the dec las sed Jews by settling them in 

agricultural colonies in Russia. In all parts of South 

Africa Dr Brainin encountered considerable opposition to 

this scheme, which was viewed as a challenge to the 

81 Zionist solution of the Jewish problem. At a formal 

welcome given to Dr Brainin and his son Joseph at the 

Marine Hotel on July 31, it was made clear that in Durban, 

too, there were influential sections of the Jewish 

community who were incapable of associating themselves 

with his campaign, since they opposed any organised 

settlement of Jews on land outside palestine. 82 

Nevertheless at a public meeting held at the S.A.R. 

I nstitute Hall, on August 4, Dr Brainin was accorded an 

enthusiastic reception and many donations were made to 

, t h' 83 aSSlS lS cause. Elsewhere in the Union Dr Brainin 

also attracted large audiences to his meetings, but, as 

in the case of Durban, the impact was not long lasting. 84 

Whilst a number of Jewish artisans in the Union 

chose to immigrate to the Jewish settlement of 

81 G 'd Sh' , leon lmonl, Jews and Zioni sm: The South African 

82 

83 

Experience 1910-196?, (Cape Town, 1980), pp.56-57. 

The Natal Mercury, August 1, 1929, p.24., The Natal 
Advertiser, July 31, 1929, p.l0. 

The Natal Mercury, August 5, 1929, p.6. 

84G'd Sh' , 57 leon lmonl, p. . 
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b 'd' R . 85 f' . 1 t f Biro 1 zan, 1n Far Eastern USS1a, 1nanC1a suppor or 

the Jewish Colonisation Fund remained scant. Almost 

three years after Dr Brainin's visit to South Africa, 

not more than £12,000 had been raised and branches of 

the Fund throughout the country were unable to continue 

. 86 
operat1ng. 

85 The Na tal Mercu ry, July 10, 1931, p.lS., 
July 11, 1931, p.16., July 20, 1931, p.lS. 

86 Ibid ., July 27, 1931, p.13. 
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SECTION TWO 1930 - 1935 

CHAPTER IX 

LIVING DURING TRYING TIMES 1930 - 1935 

The thirties were largely characterised by economic 

hardship, by political uncertainty and by an upsurge in 

anti-semitism which reached its apex in Nazi Germany. 

Like the rest of the world, South Africa was, by the 

end of 1929, in the grip of a severe economic depression. 

This resulted in marked recessions in almost all spheres 

of economic activity, which was coupled by rising 

unemployment and increased numbers of bankruptcies. 1 

So grave were the depression and poverty in many parts 

of. the country that, in 1931, the Prime Minister, 

General Hertzog, called on the people of South Africa to 

observe January 3 and 4 as days of humiliation and 

1B. J . Liebenberg, "From the Statute of Westminster 
to the Republic of South Africa 1931-1961," in 50 0 
Years A History of South Afr i ca, ed. C.F.J. Muller 
(Pretoria, n.d.), p.366. 
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h f h ' 2 prayer in their respective ouses 0 wors lp. 

The Jews of Durban were not spared the effects of 

the depression and appeals to the Durban Jewish Ladies' 

Guild 3 and the Durban Jewish Benevolent Society4 reached 

an unprecedented level. By 1932 the funds of these two 

5 welfare agencies were exhaus t ed, and a special fund 

6 
raising drive amongst local Jewry had to be held to 

enable them to continue operating. 

Alongside their efforts on behalf of their 

co-religionists Durban Jewry also responded to the call 

of the various relief agencies active in the town. 

7 Appeals from the Durban and District Community Chest, 

the St. Vincent De Paul Society8 and the Durban Homes for 

Men
9 

met with the support of members of the Jewish 

community. 

In 1932, at the height of depression, the Natal 

2 
The Nata l Me rcur y,January 5, 1931, p.12. 

3 ' 
Ha s holo m, IX No.6 (February, 1932), 19., Ha sh olom 
Ro sh Ha sh onah Annual , X No.1 (September, 1932), 67. 

4 
Ha s ho lo m, VII No.5 (March, 1930), 22., I bid. , VIII 
No . 7 (Apr i 1 , 1 931 ), 8. " I bid . ,. I X No. 9 ( May, 19 3 2 ) 
25. ' 

5I bid ., IX No.10 (June, 1 932), 23. 

6I bid ., IX No.ll (Jul y , 1 932), 14-15. 

7 
The Natal Mercu r y , November 13, 1931, p.l1., 
November 19, 1931, p.9. , December 9, 1931, p.15., 
December 16, 1931, p. 12., November 12, 1932, p.l0., 
November 25, 1932, p. 18 . 

8Ibid ., November 20, 19 31, p.19. 

9Ibid . 
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Education Department decided to corne to the rescue of 

the poor school children of Durban, who were faced with 

hunger during the July holidays through the stoppage of 

the free midday meal provided at all schools. Soup 

kitchens for scholars were opened in eight Government 

schools in the Durban district, and a call was made on 

the public by the Provincial Executive to assist at the 

10 
school soup kitchens and to contribute food and money. 

This scheme met with unqualified support from all sections 

of the local populace including the Jewish element who 

contributed in cash11 and kind 12 towards the more than 

20,300 meals provided for nearly 800 children during the 

holiday period.
13 

So successful was this scheme that 

it was repeated on an even larger scale during the 

Christmas holidays in 1932, and again in 1933, and 1934, 

and on each occasion it enjoyed the support and assistance 

of individuals within the Jewish cornrnunity.14 

In order to provide holidays and a change of 

environment for needy children whose parents were unable 

10Ib~'d., June 30 1932 11 '" " p. . 

11 Ibid ., July 7 , 1932, p. 13 ., Au,gus t 9, 1932, p. 7 . 

12 Ibid ., 1 2 Ju Y 0, 1932, p.12., August 9, 1932, p.7. 

13Ib~'d., '" August 9, 1932, p.7. 

14 b 'd I 1- ., December 7, 1932, p.8., December 20, 1932, 
p.16., December 30, 1932, p.10., January 7, 1933, 
p.a, June 27, 1933, p.20., July 3, 1933, p.12., 
July 6, 1933, p.10., July 14, 1933, p.8., 
June 19, 1934, p. 1 a ., June 20, 1934, p. 11 . , 
December 19, 1934, p.17. 
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to make provision for them during the school vacations, 

The Natal Mercury, in collaboration with leading 

citizens of the Province set up the Natal Fresh Air and 

Holiday Camp Fund, in August 1935.
15 

Among those 

invited to serve on a Provisional Committee that was 

formed to forward the scheme, were Mr F.C. Hollander M.E.C., 

Mr H.L. Brown, the President of the Durban Jewish Club 

k h ' h Cl b' Ch' 16 and Mr W. Cran 0, t e JeWlS u s alrman. Upon 

the acquisition of a suitable camp site, at Hibberdene 

on the Natal South Coast, a call was made for funds to 

equip the site and assistance was rendered by both the 

Jewish Club and the Jewish Ladies' Guild.
17 

For South African Jewry the hardships of the 

depression were compounded in 1930 by the introduction 

in Parliament of the Immigrant -Quota gi ll, which was 

designed to restrict immigration from Eastern Europe and, 

in effect~ to limit the number of Jews entering the 

country. The question of Jewish immigration to S?uth 

Africa had for some time been the subject of much 

controversy, and efforts, by men such as Rabbi E.M. Levy, 

to dispel the negative views which found expression in 

18 Parliament and in the Press, had had little effect. 

With a sud de ness that caught the South African 

15 Ib "'d., 2 v August 1 , 1933, p.13. 

16 Ibi d • On the Jewish Club see Chapter 12 below. 

1 7 Ib ". d . , b 25 v Octo er , 1934, p.22. 

18Ibi d ., December 4, 1929, p.18. 
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Jewish community almost ent irely unawares, the 

Minister of the Interior, Dr D.F. Malan, secured the 

145 

first reading of his Immigration Restriction Bill , on 

January 29, 1930. 20 It aroused immediate protest from 

Jewish members of parliament
2 1 

and created a storm of 

indignation amongst Jewish communities across the 

country. In Durban the opening function of the Jewish 

Circle was utilised as a mass meeting, at which the 

Jewish community's emphatic disapproval of the Bill was 

eloquently expressed by Rabbi Levy and supported by the 

h d f J ' h' t ' t t ' 22 ea s 0 every eW1S lns 1 u lon. What particularly 

aroused the ire of Nata1's veteran Jewish politician 

Mr C.P. Robinson
23 

and the members of the Durban Jewish 

community,24 was Dr Mal an's attempt to win their 

support for the Bill by his cl a i ms that the restrictions 

on their East European co-rel i g i onists would be to their 

economic and social advantage. Jewry, equally 

vociferously, rejected the a l legations made by Dr Malan, 

19G ' d Sh" d . . 1 eon lmonl, Jew s an Z~on~ sm: The So uth Afri can 
Experie n ce 1910 - 1967 , (Cape Town, 1980), p. 97., 
Has ho l om, VII No.4 (February, 1930), 2., Ibid ., VII 
No.6 (April, 1930 ) , 2. 

20 U ' f h . n ~ on 0 Sout Afr~ca. De bates of th e House o f 
Assembly. Sec ond Session , Sixth Pa r l iament 
17th J anuar y to 31 s t May , 1930 . XIV Cape Town, 
29th January, 1930, c l s, 181-183. 

21 The Natal Me r cury , January 30, 1930, p.ll. 

22The Zion i s t Record , February 14, 1930, p.26. 

23 The l Nata Mercury , Febr uary 11, 1930, p.15. 
24 

Ha s holom , XVII No.5 (March, 1930), 6. 
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and which were supported by Th e Na t a l Mercury, that 

uncontrolled immigration of Jews from Eastern Europe 

would disrupt the racial homogeneity of the country and 

25 
would create serious economic problems. 

Notwithstanding opposition from certain members of the 

South African Party and the National Council Labourites, 

including Mr C.P. Robinson and the other Jewish Members 

of Parliament, the Bill passed through all its stages 

and became law.
26 

This Bill was of enormous significance in that it 

highlighted a wide cross section of public support for 

limitation on Jewish immigration which cut across Party 

and linguistic lines. This was evident from the support 

which Dr Malan's Bill enjoyed in the editorial columns 

of Durban's daily morning newspaper, and in the English 

27 press generally, and in the approval accorded the Bill 

by the vast majority of the members of Parliament 

irrespective of their political affiliation. 28 

In light of the undercurrent of opposition to 

Jewish immigration, which had last manifested itself in 

25 
The Nata l Mercury, February 1, 1930, p.14., 
February 10, 1930, p.l0. 

26 Ibid ., February 11 1930 15 F b 13 1930 , , p. ., e ruary, , 

27 

p.15., February 18, 1930, p.ll., February 21, 1930, 
p.15., February 28, 1930, p.l0., March 4, 1930, 
p.13., March 5, 1930, p.6., March 6, 1930, p.20. 

See Gideon Shimoni, p.l00. 

28 bO d I ~ ., pp.l0l-l02. 
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1923-1924,29 it is surprising that the Jewish community 

should have been caught so unprepared by the Bill and 

should have been so unaware of the popular feeling of 

the time. The Jewish community's surprise can, however, 

be explained when one recalls that up until 1930 Hertzog's 

National Party had not shown itself to be unfavourably 

disposed to Jewish immigration. In fact, in 1924 

Dr Malan had, as the newly appointed Minister of the 

Interior in the Pact Government, rejected the policy of 

his predecessor in the Smuts' Government, who had sought 

30 to curb Jewish immigration on economic grounds. 

As Shimoni explains, the change which this Bill 

signalled in National Party policy, may be seen as an 

indication of the Party's acceptance of its inab~lity 

to draw Jewish support away from the South African 

31 
Party. Having failed in both the 1924 and the 1929 

elections to win the Jewish vote, · Shimoni argues with 

great effectiveness that, "it was the Nationalist Party's 

disappointment with the Jews which. cleared the path for 

a radical change in policy . "32 

The broad base of public opinion which favoured the 

Quo t a Bi ZZ becomes increasingly comprehensible when 

viewed against the socio-economic conditions of the time. 

29 
See above pp.19-20. 

30 G 'd h leon Simoni, p.104. 

31 Ibi d ., pp.10l-105. 

32 Ibid ., p.104 . 
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By this period the problems of the "poor Whites" had 

reached serious proportions. Large numbers of 

impoverished White Afrikaners had corne to be resident in 

the towns, where they were confronted by Black 

competition in areas of unskilled labour, and 

predominantly English speaking employers. With the 

problem of the "poor Whites," particularly marked 

amongst the Afrikaner section of the population, the 

problem became, as Shimoni points out, a major issue in 

the consciousness of Afrikaner nationalism and carne to 

33 be related to the Afrikaner's national struggle. The 

Jewish community with its extensive involvement in 

commerce thus carne to be a valuable scapegoat for the 

ills of the poor Whites, hence the broad based public 

support for the Bill. 

To the hardships imposed by the Immi aratian Quota 

Ac t on Jews from Eastern Europe" were added the 

diff i culties caused by the increase in the fee for 

naturalisation certificates, which was raised from £1 

to £5 in February, 1931. Through the efforts of 

Mr C . P. Robinson M.P. an interview was arranged, on 

March 11, between a deputation from the South African 

Jewish Board of Deputies and the Minister of the Interior 

in order to discuss the matter. After listening· to the 

representations the Minister pointed out that this 

increase had been decided upon by the Cabinet in order 

33 b ' d I 1- ., p.103. 
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to increase State revenue and that it would be reviewed 

, d 34 when the prevailing economic conditions lmprove . 

The Immigrati on Quo t a Act had the effect of 

generating grave suspicion and animosity between the 

Jewish community and Hertzog's National Party which was 

only worsened by the increase in the fees for 

naturalisation certificates. This response, as 

Shimoni indicates, set a dialectic process in motion, 

"whereby the Jewish reaction to the Government's policy 

in turn set up an increasingly negative response from 

the Nationalists" who came to suspect that the Jews as a 

whole were now becoming their enemies. 35 

Jewish resentment of the Immigrat i on Qu ota Act came 

under scathing attack from Dr Malan in an interview which 

he gave to the Afrikaans newspaper Die Burger, in 

November 1931, in which he warned the Jews that, "if 

they persisted in attacking his Party because of the 

Immigration Act, the Nationalists would hit back.,,36 

Leading members of the Jewish community, including Chief 

Rabbi Dr J.L. Landau,37 Mr F.C. Hollander 38 and 

34The South African Jewish Board of Deputies, Report 
of the Executive Committee for the Period 
December, 1929, to November 30th, 1931. To be 
submitted to the Ninth Congress, Bloemfontein, 
January 3rd and 4th, 1932, p.27. 

35G ' d Sh ' , 0 1 eon lmonl, p.1 7. 

36 The Natal Mercur y , November 4, 1931, p.17. 

37 Ib id . 

38 Ib .. ;a. , 
v November 5, 1931, p.14. 
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Rabbi E.M. Levy39 were harshly critical of Dr Malan's 

statement. The feelings of the Durban Jewish community 

were expressed in an editorial in Hasho Zom which 

criticised a Minister of the Crown for "hurtful 

gratuitous threats to anyone section of the South 

40 African people." A deputation from the South African 

Jewish Board of Deputies subsequently met with Dr Malan 

in Pretoria in order to discuss his interview and other 

matters affecting Jewry. In reply to a written 

submission handed to him during the interview Dr Malan 

wrote to the Board that, "the warning in the interview 

was explicitly directed to one section, and unfortunately, 

a very large one, which had organised and is still 

organising, Jews as such for the pu~pose of defeating 

the present Government, and for this purpose exploiting 

41 the feeling aroused by the Qu ota Ac t ." Whilst the 

storm surrounding Dr . Malan's interview with Die Burger 

gradually subsided, the Jewish community remained wary 

of the Minister and his Party. 

Within the country as a whole the depression and 

its effects brought about conditions which required a 

new political dispensation, whilst at all levels of 

Government this was a period characterised by intense 

political activity. 

39 b"a I ~ ., November 18, 1931, p.l0. 

40 
HashoZom, IX No.3 (November, 1931), 3. 

41 The Nata Z Me rcury, November 21, 1931, p.13. 
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In September 1931 the Government's repetition of 

its oft repeated threat to abolish Provi ncial Councils 

and to centralise State contro l , met with fierce 

opposition. This opposition was particularly marked in 

Natal where inclusion of the Provincial system within 

the Constitution, in order to protect the identity of 

the Province's White largely English speaking population, 

had been a pre-condition for entry into the Union in 

1910 . Resentful of its inability to secure control of 

the Provincial Council in Natal, and thereby the 

administration of the Province's internal affairs, the 

Government's spokesmen had f requently called for a 

revision of the Provincial Council system. The threat 

to the Provincial system brough~ to a head the 

discontent in Natal over the direction in which Hertzog's 

Government was leading the country. The growing 

dissatisfaction in the Province, over what was believed 

to be a course of policy aimed against the English 

speaking section of the populat i on, spurred the 

Government's opponents in Nat al into taking action. 42 

Outspoken in his oppos ition t o the Government's 

43 plan was Mr F.C. Hollander M. E .C., who, in 1930, had 

42 

43 

For a full accoun t of the response in Natal to the 
threat to the Provinc i al Council system see 
M. Walker, The Provincial Council and Natal 
1924 -19 32 . Unpublished Masters Dissertation 
(University of Nata l , Durban, 1976), pp.111-181. 

The Nata l Me r cury , Sept ember 9, 1931, p.13. 
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h .. 1 C . 1 44 again been returned unopposed to t e PrOVlnCla ounCl, 

and who was regarded as "one of the greatest authorities 

45 
in the Union on the Provincial Council System." 

Whilst opposition in Natal to the Government's plan 

was almost unanimous the response to the Government 

reflected less unanimity. On the one hand there was 

the response of the Natal Devolution League which 

favoured separation from the Union until a federal system 

of Government had been created for the country. The 

public representatives of the South African Party, 

including Mr C.P. Robinson M.P. and Mr F.C. Hollander 

M.E.C., on the other hand, came out overwhelmingly in 

support of a federal constitution within the Union. 46 

The Natal Devolution League successfully created 

great public interest in the Provincial Council issue and 

its cry for 'Separation then Federation' was taken up at 

mass meetings, convened under the League's auspices 

throughout Natal. A Natal Convention summoned by the 

Devolution League to review Natal's relations with the 

Union, in September 1932, decided to send a delegation 

to interview the Prime Minister, and to bring about 

Natal's separation from the Union. 47 
Upon the 

delegation's arrival in Pretoria General Hertzog 

44 Ib "'d. , v May 17, 1930, p.15. 

45 Ibid., September 9, 1931, p.9. 

46 b'd I -z.. •• , March 28,1932, p.7., March 30,1932, p.ll., 
Aprll 7, 1932, p.ll., May 19, 1932, p.16. 

4 7 Ib "'d. , 
v September 19, 1932, p.9. 
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refused, however, to receive them or to discuss the 

h U ' 48 
question of Natal's secession from t e nlon. 

The sympathy enjoyed by the League prompted the 

south African Party in Natal to re-examine its stand. 

On June 4, 1932 the Natal Members of Parliament met in 

Durban and decided to form themselves into a Federal 

Group with their own Parliamentary Leader and their own 

separate caucus in the House of Assembly . Although 

still part of the South African Party, they pledged to 

put Natal's interest and Federation for Natal, before 

Party interests. The Devolution League, which had 
\ 

prepared the way for this historical development, threw 

49 
the weight of its influence behind the Federal Group. 

At the Natal Congr,ess of the South African Party, 

held in Pieterrnaritzburg, in October 1932, a scheme for 

Horne Rule for the Provinces, by the extention of 

Provincial powers and the reorganisation of the 

Provincial Executive into a Provincial Cabinet, removable 

by a majority of the Council, was presented to the 

50 Congress by Mr F.C. Hollander. This scheme, which 

became known as the Hollander Memorandum, was adopted 

by the Congress and forced the Party's leader, General 

Smuts, to support a federal programme. At the Congress 

Smuts announced that he would, in the event of his return 

48 Ibi d ., October, 10, 1932, p.9. 

49 Ib i d ., June 8, 1934, p.ll. 

50 Ibi d ., October 15, 1932, p.l0. 
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to power, grant Natal and the other Provinces certain 

h f U ' 51 measures of decentralisation under t e Act 0 n10n. 

The seriousness of the Provincial Council issue was 

eclipsed for many South Africans by the hardships 

resulting from the depression, which, as its effects carne 

to be more widely felt, aroused a mood <!if discontent 

throughout the country. This discontent was fanned by 

the country's deteriorating economic situation, which 

the Opposition and the gold mines attributed to Hertzog's 

unwillingness to emulate Britain's lead and to leave the 

gold standard. Hertzog's insistence on keeping the 

Union fixed to the gold standard resulted in an outflow 

f 't 1 b d d d l' 'G t 1 't 52 o cap1 a a roa an a ec 1ne 1n overnmen popu ar1 y. 

At a Dingaan'~ Day53 ceremony on December 16, 1932, 

a former Cabinet minister, Tielman Roos, called for the 

country to leave the gold standard and advocated the 

formation of a coalition government on a noh-party basis. 

The country's response to Roos's bombshell was to send 

51 Ibid ., p.13. 

52 B. J . Liebenberg, p.367. 

53 
The former name of the Day of the Vow. The day 
is one of enormous significance for the Afrikaans 
section of the popUlation who recall the vow, 
made by Andries Pretorious and the Voortrekkers 
shortly before the Battle of the Blood River on 
December 16, 1838, that if G-d would give them 
victory over the Zulus, le:l. . by Dingaan, then they 
and their descendants would always commemorate the 
day and would build a Church in His honour. 
(C.F.J. Muller, "The Period of the Great Trek, 
1834-1854," in 500 Years A History of South Africa, 
p.141.) 
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further large sums of money overseas, and this prompted 

Hertzog to revise his policy and to agree to the country 

leaving the gold standard. The effect of this step was 

felt almost immediately as the price of gold started to 

54 
rise and money began to pour back into the country. 

The renewed interest in gold was reflected in the columns 

of the local press where Jewish jewellers in Durban 

published advertisements seeking to buy gold jewellery.55 

The idea of a coalition government, which had been 

suggested by Roos, also captured the public imagination, 

many believing that it was a necessary step to help the 

country through the depression. General Smuts, who 

favoured the idea of coalition, moved a motion in 

Parliament urg~ng the Government to resign to make way 

for a National Government. 56 
Hertzog rejected the 

57 
proposal, but ultimately entered into negotiations with 

Smuts,58 which ended in an agreement on the terms of 

l 't' 59 coa 1 lon. A seven point plan for co-operation was 

drawn up and arrangements were made for Smuts to serve 

as Hertzog's deputy premier, with a Cabinet to consist 

of six National Party members and an equal number of 

54 B. J . Liebenberg, p.367. 

55 
The NataZ Mercury, February 1, 1933, p.12. 

56 Ibid ., F b 2 9 e ruary , 1 33, p.9. 

57 Ibid ., and February 7, 1933, p.9. 

58 Ibid ., February 15, 1933, P .1l. 

59 Ibid., February 24, 1933, p. 11 . 
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members from the South African Party. A General 

Election was called for May 17, 1933 to test public 

opinion over the question of coalition. 

In Durban opinion was clearly divided. Many of 

156 

those in favour of the move towards coalition joined the 

Coalition Union, in which a member of the Jewish 

community Mr R. Levisohn served as Organising 

61 Secretary. Others joined with Mr C.P. Robinson M.P. 

in agreeing to give coalition a chance, but at the same 

time urged that the South African Party remain intact.
62 

Those who opposed the scheme, rallied around Colonel 

Charles Stallard, and joined the Devolution Home Rule 

Party, which was, in fact, an extention of the Devolution 

League. 

The election was an overwhelming victory for the 

coalition parties which won 144 of the 150 seats in 

Parliament. Among those elected on the coalition ticket 

were Mr C.P. Robinson, who was returned as Member for 

Stamford Hill.
63 

Durban electors, however, used the 

election to show their disapproval of the South African 

Party and the pact between Hertzog and Smuts, by 

defeating three Coalition candidates, and by recording 

60 B. J . Liebenberg, p.368. 

61 
The NataZ Me r cury, February 20, 1933, p.8. 

62 Ibi d ., March 24, 1933, p.11. 

63Ib~ d ., 8 v May 1 , 1933, p.11. 
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more total votes against the Party, than for it.
64 

One of the planks of the Coalitionist programme of 

the South African Party during the election, had been to 

set up an Inquiry into the Provincial Council system and 

in June 1933 the Minister of the Interior, 

Mr J.H. Hofmeyr, announced the terms of reference and the 

f h .. 1 C . 1 C . . 65 personnel 0 t e PrOVlnCla ounCl ommlSS10n. The 

Natal representative on the Commission, which was made 

up of one representative from each Province, and a 

66 
chairman, was Mr F.C. Hollander. Mr Hollander's 

participation in the work of the Commission was, however, 

disrupted by the elections for the Provincial Council in 

Natal, held on August 22, in which he was elected 

unopp~sed for the South African Party in the Essenwood 

d . . . 67 lV1Slon. Mr Hollander was once again re-elected to 

the Executive Council, and was also appointed to the 

Select Committee for pensions. 68 

With the realisation of a coalition between Hertzog 

and Smuts a growing body of opinion within the country 

urged that the coalition should proceed to the fusion or 

unification of the two parties. Negotiations towards 

achieving the contemplated fusion continued for much of 

64 Ib i d . 

65 Ib "·d. , v June 3, 1933, p.13. 

66 Ib i d • 

67 Ibid ., August 2, 1933, p.l0. 

68 Ibid ., August 31, 1933, p.13. 
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1934 . A manifesto that appealed for "racial unity" 

between the English and Afrikaans sections of the 

popu l ation, on the terms laid down by the leaders of the 

South African Party and the National Party, was signed 

by many prominent residents of Durban, including 

Mr H. Moss-Morr i s. 69 Other Jewish townsmen might also 

very well have appended their names to the manifesto, 

although since only the total number of signatures, rather 

than the individual names, appeared in the local press, 

this cannot in any way be corroborated. It would seem 

that , notwithstanding the Immig r ation Quota Act, which 

had revealed the extent of the White population's belief 

that Jews were not fully acceptable in either the English 

o~ Af rikaner communities, that Jews resident in South 

Africa, as part of the enfranchised minority, identified 

for the most part, nonetheless, with their English 

speaking fellow Whites and acted accordingly. 

In October 1934 Mr C.P. Robinson addressed his 

constituents, after returning from an extensive trip 

70 
abroad. He used the occasion to express his support 

for fusion and to announce his decision to join the 

71 Fusion Party. The Prime Minister paid his first 

official visit to Durban in November 1934 and the 

69 Ib"Od., 9 v ~ugust, 1933, p.12. 

70Ib id ., 0 t b 30 9 coer ,1 34, p.10. 

71 Ibid ., November 1, 1934, p.17. 
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cordiality extended to General Hertzog reflected, to some 

f f 
. 72 

extent, the support of much of the populace or USlon. 

The fusion of the South African Party and the National 

Party took place in Bloemfontein on December 5, 1934, and 

resulted in the formation of the United South African 

National Party, or, as it came to be known, the United 

Party. 

Extremists in both Hertzog's and Smuts's parties 

rejected the fusion process. In the National Party 

those who opposed fusion rallied around Dr D.P. Malan 

and formed the Purified National Party (Gesuiwerde 

NasionaZe Party), although it continued to be known as 

the National Party. Those within the South African 

Party who refused to fuse with Hertzog, and there were 

many such people within Durban and throughout Natal, 

joined Colonel Stallard's Home Rule Party, which after 

fusion adopted the name Dominion Party. Within a few 

months of the fusion process, branches of the Dominion 

Party had sprung up allover Natal. In Durban, upon 

the formation of a Junior Branch of the Dominion Party, 

Advocate A. Goldberg was elected the Vice-Chairman. 73 

With the country's attention focused principally on 

the shifting political situation, concern with local 

government was far less marked. In September 1935, 

however, the Municipal elections moved into prominence ,. 

72 Ib "'d. , ~ November 8, 1934, p.13. 

73 Ib"'d., 5 ~ June, 1935, p.24. 
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particularly insofar as the J ews of Durban were concerned. 

In that election, a co-r eligionist Mr Fran k Levy, stood 

as an Independent in t he Mayville Ward. Notwithstanding 

the vigorous campaign conducted by Mr Levy throughout 

the ward,74 on polling day he was defeated by the 

previous incumbent of the seat by 174 votes.
75 

For all its importance to the future political 

development of the country, t he vacilating state of 

domestic affairs in South Africa was nonetheless 

greatly overshadowed by the ris i ng spectre of Nazism 

abroad. 

Beginning in 1932, with t he Diet elections in 

Prussia, in which he won overwhelming support,76 Hitler 

rapidly rose in power unti l i n January 1933 he was 

appointed German Chancellor.
7 7 

His meteoric rise was 

matched by reports of an intensification of anti-Semitism. 

Newspapers reported the conf i scation of the entire 

property of' East European Jews who had entered Prussia 

after 1914,78 and carried ta l es of brutal assaults on 

74 b Od I ~ ., September 13, 19 35, p.15., 
September 20, .1935, p. 9 . , October 1, 1935, p.19. 

75 Ibid ., October 3, 193 5 , p.15. 

76David Thomson, Europe Since Napol e on , 
(London, 1972), pp.688-689. 

77 I bid ., pp.689-6 7 0. 

78 
The Natal Mercury , J une 27, 1932, p.ll. 
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Jews in all parts of Germany. Such activity 
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intensified still further following Hitler's assumption 

of the Chancellorship.80 

Public opinion in Durban generally abhorred the 

events in Germany which were also severely criticised in 

81 
editorial columns of the local press. World Jewry 

felt intimately with the humiliation of their German 

co--religionists but acknowledged that "little can be done 

from outside to help them in their bitter struggle with 

which they are faced for their rights as human beings 

82 
and as citizens of Germany." Nevertheless, in a 

demonstration of their solidarity with German Jewry, and 

in expression of their disapproval of the anti-Semitism, 

which characterised the Nazi Party in its behaviour 

towards the Jews of Germany, vigorous protests were 

issued and a boycott of German goods initiated. 

Throughout Europe and the United States the Jewish 

boycott of German goods reportedly spread rapidly and 

. ftl . . t . t 83 . th . grew SWl y In In enSl y, Wl Jews In South Africa 

79 Ibid ., August 9,193"2, p.,9., August 12,1932, p.ll., 
August 26, 1932, p.9., August 29, 1932, p.9., 
December 28, 1932, p.7. 

80 Ibid ., February 20, 1933, p.9., March 1, 1933, 
p.13., March 3, 1933, p.13., March 4, 1933, p.13., 
March 10, ' 1933, p.ll., March 11, 1933, p.13., 
March 14, 1933, p.9., March 15, 1933, p.ll. 

81 Ibid ., August 29, 1932, p.8., March 3, '1933, p.12. 
82 

HashoZom, X No.8 (April, 1933), 1 and 23. 
83 

The NataZ Mercury, March 22, 1933, p.ll., 
March 24, 1933, p.ll., March 27, 1933, p.9. 
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84 
taking similar action. Durban Jewry was particularly 

heartened by the decision of their Town Council not to 

purchase telephone cable from a German firm, which had 

submitted the lowest tender, because of the Council's 

desire lito show its disapproval of the recent aggressive 

action taken by the German Government against the Jewish 

85 
and Labour elements of the country. II They were also 

encouraged by the general sympathy shown in Durban for 

the German Jews, which found expression in st. Thomas's 

Church, Musgrave Road, on Good Friday, when prayers for 

86 
mercy for the persecuted Jews of Europe were made. 

The general sympathy evin ced in Durban for the 

Jewish victims of Nazism, contrasted sharply with the 

widely based support shown for the Immigration Quot a Ac t . 

It would appear, that whilst the general public in Durban 

and the press opposed overt acts of anti-Semitism, they 

responded differently to covert activity directed against 

Jewry and more especially if it was of an immediate 

nature to them. At no time would it seem that sympathy 

for Jewry abroad corresponded with any desire to have 

these Jews in Durban, and when restrictions were later 

1 d G J . h ' . t ' 87 t h p ace on erman eW1S .lmmlgra lon, ey aroused 

little opposition from the voters of Durban. 

84 Ib id ., March 21, 193 3 , p .9. 

8 5 Ib ,,' d . , 2 4 v May , 1933, p . 9. 

86 Ib id ., April 17, 1933, p.5. 

87 See below pp.399-406 . 
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The South African Jewish Board of Deputies in its 

capacity as the representative organisation of the 

Union's Jewry, maintained close contact with Jewish 

organisations abroad and kept South African Jewry fully 

88 
informed on all aspects of the situation in Germany. 

The official mouthpiece of Durban Jewry, the Jewish 

Communal Council, which worked in close co-operation 

with the Board of Deputies, at a full meeting of its 

Executive, on May 11, 1933, unanimously adopted a motion 

of sympathy with the Jews in Germany, and at the same 

time recorded its protest against the policy of 

89 discrimination pursued by the German Government. 

Under the auspices of the Communal Council, a mass 

meeting of Durban Jewry, presided over by 

Mr H. Moss-Morris, the President of the Communal Council, 

was held at the Jewish Club 90 on May 20th. Reference 

was made by the chairman to the mass meetings held 

elsewhere in South Africa, and to the resolutions passed 

by the Council's Executive, and various speakers dealt 

with aspects of the injustices perpetrated against German 
91 Jewry. 

In an effort to render practical assistance, South 

African Jewry, taking its lead from Jewry in the United 

88 
Hasho Zom, X No.8 (April, 1933), 3 and 5. 

89Ib~d., 
v X No.10 (20th June, 1933), 3. On the 

Jewish Communal Council See below Chapter XIV. 

900n the Jewish Club see Chapter XII below. 
91 

HashoZom, X No.10 (20th June, 1933), 3. 



164 

Kingdom and the United States of America, established a 

fund to provide for the settlement of German Jews in 

Palestine, and for their general relief. The Honorary 

Council of the South African Fund included 

Mr F.C. Hollander M.E.C., who was one of its six 

Vice-Presidents, and Mr C.P. Robinson M.P., who was a 

member of its Council.
92 

On July 9, 1933, at a meeting 

convened by the Communal Council, a committee was formed 

to conduct the Fund in Durban. Its personnel included 

Mr Cecil Lyons, Chairman; Mr Harry Brown, Hon. Treasurerj 

93 
and Mr Otto Ballin, Hon. Secretary. Within a few 

weeks, the list of donations secured by the local 

committee of the fund exceeded £1,000 94 and by the end of 

August, with donations totalling more than £1,400, the 

Committee in Durban had practically completed its work. 95 

Universal efforts by Jewry and by men and women of 

goodwill, did little to stem the growing tide of 

anti-Semitism in Germany and reports of outrages against 

96 Jews continued to be recorded in the local press. 

This wave of anti-Jewish activity in Germany culminated, 

92 The Zionist Record, June 16, 1933 7 , p. . 

93 Ibid ., July 21,1933, p.7. 

94 Ibid ., August 4, 1933, p.13. 

95 Ibid ., August 25, 1933, p.21. 

96 
The Natal Mercury, September 2, 1933, p.13., 
April 2, 1934, p.9., May 14, 1934, p.9., 
May 18, 1934, p.13., September 1, 1934, p.13., 
August 12, 1935, p.9., August 16, 1935, p.13., 
August 19, 1935, p.16. 
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in 1935, in the proclamation of the Nuremberg Laws, 

I d ' I 97 whereby anti-Semitism was channe e lnto aw. 

Close on the heels of Fascism's rise in Europe, 

branches of sympathisers organised themselves into 

movements which were active in much of the English 

speaking world as well ~s in South Africa~ As Shimoni 

has recorded, Afrikaner nationalists in particular, 

proved particularly susceptible to National Socialist 

ideas; 

Their acute race consciousness; their 
seething anti-British sentimentj the 
economic frustrations of their 
urbanisationj the political 
frustrations they experienced in a 
parliamentary system whose rules had 
been prescribed by the British 
tradition; a vague sense of affinity 
with Germany on the part of Afrikaners 
of German stock - all of these 
attributes rendered a considerable 
segment of the Afrikaners amenable to 98 
influence by German National-Socialism. 

For Fascism to be acceptable to the Afrikaner 

nationalists, it had, however, to be relevant to the 

South African situation, and not a mere substitution of 

British, for German, dominance. A mode of indigenous 

Nazism, adapted to local conditions, therefore emerged 

in South Africa after 1933, identified collectively as 

the "Shirt Organisations. "99 Although their numbers 

97Lucy S. Dawidowicz, The War Against The Jews 
1933-1945, (New York, 1975), pp.63-69, 

98 G'd h' leon S lmoni, p.l08. 

99 Ibid ., pp.l09-110. 
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were never excessive these organisations,with their 

nationalistic and re~ublican leanings,had considerable 

influence particularly in respect of keeping the so-

called Jewish question at the forefront of public notice. 

In South Africa the anti-Semitic propaganda 

characteristic of Nazi thinking, was carried on 

surreptitiously for some time, prompting the Jewish Board 

of Deputies to call for legislation necessary to curb 

h " t' 100 suc actJ.vJ. J.es. In October 1933 a body responsible 

for the dissemination of much of this material, the 

South African Gentile National Socialist Movement, 

founded by Mr L.T. Weichardt, carne into the open when it 

held its first public meeting. 101 The appearance of 

this organisation was followed by the public 

acknowledgement of the existence of the Cape based 

Nationalist Socialist Working Mens Party, founded and led 

by Professor H. Bohle, which assumed responsibility for 

the activities of "real German Nazis" in the union. l02 

Although neither organisation admitted to being 

anti-Semitic, both were outspoken in their attacks on 

h 103 t e Jewish community of the country. 

Almost simultaneously evidence of the existence in 

100. h 1 Has o!'om, 

101 
The Na tal 

X No.ll (July, 1933), 3. 

Merc ury, October 28, 1933, p.13. 

102 Ibid ., November 1, 1933, p.13. 

103Ibid ., October 28, 1933, 13 N b 93 p. • , ovem er 1, 1 3, 
P .13. 
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Johannesburg of an organisation carrying an anti-semitic 

propaganda on a large scale, came to light with the 

distribution of thousands of printed leaflets attacking 

the Jews. These leaflets came to be widely disseminated 

throughout the Union and were most in evidence in Cape 

Town, Johannesburg, Bloemfontein, Pietermaritzburg, 

Kimberley, Boksburg, Port Elizabeth, Volksrust, 

Pietersberg, Reitz, Piet Retief, Tzaneen and Warmbaths.
104 

The emergence of such organisations was viewed with 

alarm by the local press in Durban. In calling on the 

Government to stamp out such activities directed against 

the Jews of South Africa, the editor of The Natal Mercury 

warned that the, "gravest feature of this Nazi campaign 

in the Union is that it unquestionably has secret 

sympathisers in high places."lOS Those alluded to by 

the editor were not the isolated individuals with 

Fascist sympathies within the right wing of the United 

Party,but were more especially those who were 

distinguishable by their important positions within the 

National Party. 

In the course of the Municipal by-election in 

November 1933 the activities of a Nazi movement in Durban 

came to light, when a Greyshirt, Mr Harold Dold, stood 

as the "Industrial" candidate in Umbilo. Mr Dold' s 

Grey Shirt Corps, which wore a Springbok badge on its 

104 Ib ""d. , 
v October 30, 1933, p.ll. 

105 b 'd I "" ., p.lO. 
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shirts, was associated with a movement in Cape Town which 

was known as the Springbok Guard, and was led by 

Mr H.C. Dashwood Browne. The Guard claimed to be 

"essentially South African, non-racial and free from any 

race or class prejudice. It desired to abolish 

monopolies, to expand agriculture and industry, to assist 

women, particularly in rearing children, and to care for 

the aged an d infirm." 106 At all times Mr Dold and his ' 

followers sought to emphasise that they harboured no 

hostility towards Jews, although they in fact attributed 

many of the country's ills to the Jewish community.l07 

The local headquarters of the Springbok Guard were 

situated in Umbilo Road, where Greyshirt recruits were 

paraded and drilled in the aims and principles of the 

Greyshirt movement. l08 
In the by election in Umbilo 

Mr Dold was soundly beaten, receiving only 53 votes and 

so was forced to forfeit his deposit.l0 9 

The scant support shown for Mr Dold, typified the 

general attitude of the public in Durban, who were 

overwhelmingly opposed to Fascism or any of its local 

manifestations. In part, this stemmed from their 

essentially English make up, which included a disdain 

106 Ibid., November 10, 1933, p.ll 

107 Ibid., November 1, 1933, p.13., November 2, 1933, 
p.ll., November 3, 1933, p.14., November 10, 1933, 
p.ll. 

108 Ib i d ., November 2, 1933, p.ll. 

109 Ibid. , November 23, 1933, p.ll. 
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for dictators or dictatorships and all other expressions 

of political extremism, whether to the right or the left 

of the political spectrum. With predominant sU9port 

within Durban for the Smuts faction of the Government or 

else for the Dominion Party, support for the Greyshirts 

or any other such body, particularly insofar as such 

organisations were known to enjoy considerable sympathy 

in National Party circles, was anathema, in that it 

further implied identification with Dr Malan and his 

colleagues. 

Anti-Semitic agitation emanating from the neo-Nazi 

groups, · continued to manifest itself throughout the 

110 country, fanned by the largescale unemployment caused 

by the economic depression, and by the problem of the 

"Poor Whites", which made Jewry a useful scapegoat for 

national and economic ills. The Government viewed such 

activity with disfavour and General Smuts and the Minister 

of Native Affairs, Mr P.G. Grobler, issued stern warnings 

against those responsible for the spread of anti-Semitism 

and assured the Jews of the country of their security.lll 

Whilst the faction within the United Party that was led 

by Smuts and J. Hofmeyr was unquestionably sympathetic 

to the predicament of local Jewry, other elements within 

the Party, including the Prime Minister Hertzog, although 

110 I b"od ., 
v November 3, 1933, p.19., November 7, 1933, 

p.9. 

lllIb"od . , 
v November 2, 1933, p.ll., November 6, 1933, 

p. 9 • 
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not necessarily inclined in any way towards the 

activities of the local Greyshirts, were not as 

articulate in their sympathy or solidarity with local 

Jewry. With the Jewish question very much a political 

issue, political expediency in fact forced Smuts and 

Hofmeyr to compromise their principles and limit their 

activities on Jewry's behalf.
112 

In 1934 the activities of the neo-Nazi groups in 

113 
South Africa became even more pronounced. When it 

became known that meetings had been arranged throughout 

the country by organisations whose declared objects were 

the creation of anti-Jewish agitation and the fostering 

of imported foreign hatreds, the Executive of the Jewish 

Board of Deputies appealed to the Jewish community to 

abstain from attending such meetings in order to prevent 

hooliganism and possible bloodshed. 114 Such appeals, 

although for the most part complied with, were not 

acceptable to the more militant elements of the Jewish 

population, and as early as 1934, clashes between Jewish 

youth and Greyshirts were recorded. 115 The counter 

activities adopted by the Board at this time, and closely 

112G' d Sh' , 1 eon lmonl, pp.137-141. 

113B ' " , 
eglnnlng ln January ln Port Elizabeth with a 

114 

meeting at which calls were made for a check on 
all Jewish immigration to South Africa. (The ' 
NataZ Mercury, January 17, 1934, p.9.) 

HashoZom, XI No.6 (February, 1934), 17. 

115G'd Sh' , 1 eon lmonl, pp.150-151. See also footnotes 
120-121 below, p.173. 
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adhered to for a long time thereafter, fell into three 

major categories. Apart from the promotion of better 

relations between the Jews and other White groups, the 

monitoring of anti-Semitic manifestations, and the 

publication of literature to refute such manifestations, 

the Board also pressed for anti-defamation legislation 

and litigation wherever possible against anti-Semitic 

116 
acts. 

A cause ceZebre in the Board's legal struggle against 

the Greyshirts, was the action for damages on the grounds 

of defamation, which the Rev. A. Levy of Port Elizabeth, 

an early minister of the Durban Congregation, brought 

against three prominent Greyshirts. The claim by one of 

the Greyshirt leaders that he had stolen a signed 

document from the Rev. Levy's office in the Western Road 

Synagogue, which revealed a plot by world Jewry to 

destroy the Christian religion, enabled the Rev. Levy to 

institute legal proceedings. An opportunity such as this 

to expose the Greyshirts in a court of law, was extremely 

rare because of the nature of the law, which entitled a 

claim for libel to be made only when a specific 

individual rather than a whole community had been 

implicated, and the lengthy case thus attracted 

116 G'd h ' , 
1 eon S lIDonl, pp.146-152. 
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, 117 
considerable attentlon. Among those called to give 

evidence for the prosecution, was Rabbi E.M. Levy of 

118 Durban, whose testimony helped to convince the court 

that the documents in question were forgeries published 

by the Greyshirts with the intention of stirring up 

hatred towards the Jews. In a judgement handed down on 

August 21 in the Eastern Division of the Supreme Court, 

Grahamstown, the three Greyshirts responsible, 

J. von Moltke, H.V. Inch and D.H. Olivier Jnr., were 

found guilty and were ordered to pay damages to the 

H b M" t 119 e rew lnlS ere 

The court proceedings in Port Elizabeth did not, 

however, dissuade the Greyshirts from pursuing their 

racist and anti-Semitic activities. Even whilst the 

case of Levy V von Moltke, Inch and Olivier (Jnr) was 

being heard in Grahamstown, a well attended meeting of 

the South African National Party of Greyshirts was held 

in the Town Hall in Estcourt, Natal. It was chaired by 

117The Natal Mercury, April 12, 1934, p.8., 
July 12, 1934, p.13., July 13, 1934, p.9., 
July 14, 1934, p.9., July 17, 1934, p.9., 
July 18, 1934, p.24., July 19, 1934, p.18., 
July 20, 1934, p.14. 

118Ib~d., I 3 v Ju Y 1 , 1934, p.19. 

119R '( .P.B. DaV1S General Editor) The South African 
Lahl Reports 1934 Eastern Districts Local Division, 
Decisions of the Supreme Court of South Africa 
(Eastern Districts Local Division) October, 1953 
to September, 1954. (Cape Town and Johannesburg), 
1935, pp.296-327. See also The Natal Mercury, 
August 22, 1934, p.13., September 27, 1934, p.9., 
October 5, 1934, p.l0., and Hasholom Rosh 
Hashonah Annual, XII No.1 (September, 1934) 
46-48. ' 
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Mr Werchardt, the founder of the South African Gentile 

120 
Nationalist Socialist Movement in the Cape. 

Mr Rudman's Greyshirts were particularly active in 

the north of the Province, where the Afrikaans 

community in Natal tended to be concentrated, and in the 

towns around Pietermaritzburg, in which the headquarters 

were located. In Pietermaritzburg clashes between 

members of the South African National Party (Greyshirts), 

and members of the Jewish community, resulted in charges 

d h b ' 1 'd 121 an counter c arges elng al. In Bloemfontein 

simil ar clashes between Jews and Greyshirts were taken 

before the Courts for arbitration. 122 

In October 1934 a series of Greyshirt meetings were 

called throughout Natal to which only Christian Europeans 

, 't d 123 were lnVl. e . In contrast to the enthusiastic 

acclaim which the Greyshirts received in the smaller 

t 'th P , 124 b ff h owns ln e rovlnce, Dur an a orded t e Greyshirts 

a hostile reception. The Town Council, after allowing 

the Town Hall to be booked for a public meeting in the 

name of the South African National Party, upon learning 

120
The Natal Mercury, July 19, 1934, p.18. 

121 Ibid. , October 12, 1934, p.18., October 30, 1934, 
p.16., November 6, 1934, p.lS. 

122 Ibid. , October 13, 1934, p.7. , October 2O, 1934, 
p.lS., October 24, 1934, p. 8 . , October 27, 1934, 
p.14., October 29, 1934, p.4. 

123 Ibid ., October 23, 1934, p.8. 

124 Ibid. , October 24, 1934, p.14., October 26, 1934, 
p. S. , October 30, 1934, p.16. 
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125 
from the Council of Natal Jewry, that the Greyshirts 

were connected with the organisers, decided to deny the 

h . 126 Th ft use of the Town Hall for t e meetlng. erea er 

the Greyshirts unsuccessfully attempted to hire a number 

of other halls and were ultimately forced to arrange to 

hold their meeting, on October 25, on a vacant piece of 

land on the corner of Farewell and Smith Streets. In 

addition to the half dozen Greyshirt supporters, a crowd 

of between 500 and 600 Greyshirt opponents arrived at 

the appointed place, and at the instigation of the 

Anti-Fascist League, converted the meeting into an anti­

Fascist meeting. 127 The Greyshirt meetings convened in 

Pinetown and Durban on October 26 and 27 were similarly 

turned into anti-Fascist rallies by the members of the 

Anti-Fascist League, which was largely made up of 

128 workers and liberal minded people. 

The suggestion by Mr J.H. Hofmeyr, the Minister of 

the Interior, of possible legislation being introduced 

129 in Parliament to stop anti-semitic propaganda, was 

taken up by the Durban press, which had long urged such 

125 

126 

127 

On the development of the Council of Natal Jewry 
see below Chapter XIV. 

The Natal Mercury, October 6, 1934, p.15., 
Hasholom, XII No.2 (October, 1934), 2-3., Ibid., 
XII No.7 (March, 1935), CNJ Supplement. 

The Natal Mercury, October 26, 1934, p.13. 

128Ibid ., b Octo er 27, 1934, p.ll., October 29, 1934, 
p.13. 

129Ibid ., October 29, 1934, p.ll. 



action,130 and was echoed by the South African Jewish 

131 
Board of Deputies and the Council of Natal Jewry. 

Editorials in the HashoZom expressed the community's 

175 

dismay at the Government's apparent reticence in 

introducing the necessary legislation and made repeated 

calls for the necessary steps to be taken to outlaw the 

h ' 't t' 132 Greys lrt agl a lone 

Throughout the period of Greyshirt activities, the 

Council of Natal Jewry kept a wary eye on the Party's 

activities and in co-operation with the Board of Deputies 

did whatever it found possible to counteract the 

machinations of Fascist organisations in the Union.
133 

At the request of outlying Jewish centres of Natal, where 

Greyshirt activity had been most persistent, the President 

of the Council of Natal Jewry undertook a visit of the 

area to study the position. In the course of this tour 

to Northern Natal area calls were made on civic and legal 

authorities, members of Parliament and Provincial 

Councillors, and contact was made with religious leaders 

in Glencoe, Ladysmith, Dundee and Vryheid. In the 

course of the frank discussions which took place the 

Council's President helped foster a better understanding 

130 Ibid ., p.l0. 

131 
HashoZom, XII No.7 (March, 1935), CNJ Supplement. 

132 b 'd I ~ ., XII No.3 (November, 1934), 2-3., 
XII No.4 (December, 1934),2., Ibid., XII No.5 
(January, 1935), 2-3. 

133 b 'd I ~ ., XII No.7 (March, 1935), CNJ Supplement. 
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of the situation, insofar as Jewry were concerned. At 

the i nvitation of the Council's Honorary President, 

Mr C . P. Robinson, M.P., a Conference with Natal 

Parliamentarians and Senators was held in Durban on 

December 12, 1934, at which the opportunity was taken to 

make the Council's position clearly known to those 

Legislators who attended. Interviews were also arranged 

with legal authorities in Durban, at which consideration 

was given to, possible steps to be taken to deal with the 

position. Through the offices of Rabbi E.M. Levy 

contact was established with religious leaders of all 

major denominations in Natal, from whom much sympathy 

and help was derived~134 

A Statistical Sub-Committee was also formed under 

the Council's direction to obtain accurate data 

concerning Jewry in Natal. This sub-committee acted as 

the Council's agent for counteracting racial propaganda, 

principally through the publication and distribution of 

leaflets and articles and a brochure dealing with the 

Inch Case in Port Elizabeth, the Protocols of the Elders 

of Zion, and the conduct of Greyshirt leaders. 135 

When certain anti-Semitic propaganda was traced to New 

Germany, near Durban, articles on Jonas Bergtheil, the 

Jewish founder of New Germany, which had appeared in the 

Hasholom were republished in pamphlet form and 

134 Ibid . 

135 Ibid . 
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distributed in the township, thereby effectively ending 

f h
' 136 

the dissemination of Nazi propaganda rom t 1S source. 

In 1935 the Greyshirts succeeded in holding their 

first complete meeting in the Durban area, on a private 

137 plot of land in Greenwood _Park, and also managed to 

convene a private meeting of the South African National 

Party (Greyshirts) in the basement of the Durban Town 

Hall. 138 These meetings however had little positive 

effect for the Greyshirt movement, which after its 

intense activity of the previous year, now went on the 

wane, much to the gratification of Jewry, who nevertheless 

, 'd f 1 t h 11 N ' t" t' 139 ma1nta1ne a care u wa c on a neo- aZ1 ac 1V1 1es. 

In April 1936 Mr E.S. Henochsberg and Mr H. Moss-Morris 

attended a conference in Johannesburg of a special Legal 

Sub-Committee of the Jewish Board of Deputies to assist 

in preparing a draft anti-defamation Bill which the Board 

hoped to persuade the Government to enact. Four months ' 

later the Council of Natal Jewry representatives of all 

the Natal Jewish institutions met to discuss fully the 

Jewish position. The feelings of local Jewry were in 

turn conveyed by a deputation from the Council, consisting 

of Messrs S. Moshal, E.S. Henochsberg, B. Lurie, 

136 
Hashalom, [XL No.2] (October, 1963), 7. 

137 The Natal Merc ury, April 18, 1935, p.20. 

138 Ib 'd . 
1.- ., June 4, 1 935, p. 9 • 

139 
Hasho l om Ro s h Ha s honah Annual, XIII No.1 
(September, 1935), 4. 
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M. Wolpert and H. Moss-Morris, to the Minister of Justice, 

General Smuts, who was introduced to the deputation by 

Mr F.C. Hollander M.E.C. during a visit to Durban in 

140 
September 1936. 

For all the hardships of the period the social and 

general life of Durban was not completely dislocated, 

and members of the Jewish community were equally caught 

up in the whirl of activities of the time. 

Although Durban Jewry generally showed little desire 

to assume civic responsibility or to participate in the 

wider field of public service, individual members 

nevertheless made their contribution in a variety of 

fields. In March 1930, the Jewish community received, 

with enormous pleasure, the news of the temporary 

appointment of Mr Edgar S. Henochsberg as Puisne Judge 

of the Native High Court, by which appointment he became 

the youngest Judge on the South African Bench. 141 The 

election of Mr F.C. Hollander as a Vice-President of the 

Durban Gold Cup, Agricultural and Industrial Shows 142 

and as the Natal representative on the National Roads 

Board
143 

and Mr Karl Gundelfinger's appointment as a 

member of the Electricity Supply Cornrnission,144were 

140 
HashoZom, XIV No.5 (April, 1937), CNJ Supplement. 

141 b 'd I ~ ., VII No.5 (March, 1930), 2. 

142 
The Nat a Z Mercury, July 3, 1934, p.20. 

143 Ib"'d. , 
v May 27, 1935, p.ll. 

14 4Ib "'d. , 
v September 4, 1934, p.7. 



further cause for communal satisfaction. Particular 

pride was taken by the entire community in the 

achievements of Syd Brews, a stalwart of the Durban 

179 

Jewish Club, and one of the country's champion golfers. 

145 
In 1934 he added the French, South African, Transvaal, 

and Dutch, 146 Open Championships to an already formidable 

list of wins, that included the 1924 Transvaal Open; 

1925 the South African, Natal, Orange Free State and 

Basutoland Open; 1926 Orange Free State and Basutoland 

Openi 1927 South African and Natal Openi 1928 Orange 

Free State and Basutoland Open and Professional Knock 

Outi 1929 Belgian and Natal Open; 1930 South African 

and Transvaal Open; 1931 South African and Transvaal 

Open; 1932 Transvaal Open and 19)3 South African and 

Transvaal Open and Professional Knock Out. 147 

Mr Lionel Alleson was also warmly congratulated by the 

community for being chosen to represent Natal at the 

inter-Provincial baseball match against Western 

P 
. 148 

rOV1nce. 

Through participation in events of social and 

historical significance which occured in this period, 

the Jewish community testified to its identification 

with the wider community of which it was a part. 

145 
HashoZom, XI No.ll (July, 1934), 9. 

146 Ibid ., XI No.12 (August, 1934), 22. 

147 Ibid . 

148Ibid ., XII No.2 (October, 1934), 20. 
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On August 1, 1931, the Natal University College 

(Howard College), was officially opened by the Governor 

General, the Earl of Clarendon, amidst much enthusiasm 

. 149 
on the part of the res~dents of Durban. To mark the 

event the Mayor and Mayoress held a civic reception in 

the Town Hall on the evening of August 1, to which a 

. h . . t d 150 number of Jew~s townsmen were ~nv~ e . 

Among the messages of goodwill received from 

numerous institutions and personalities on the opening 

of the Howard College, was one from Mr C.P. Robinson, 

the President of the Natal Technical College. 151 In 

September 1932 the Technical College, of which 

Mr Robinson was President, celebrated the twenty fifth 

anniversary of its founding. At the Commemoration Day ' 

celebrations in connection with this event~ Mr Robinson 

was presented, with an illuminated address in honour of 

his quarter of a century of work on the College Council. 1S2 

An occasion of great historical significance for the 

town was the incorporation of Greenwood Park, Sydenham, 

Mayville, Umhlatazana and South Coast Junction into the 

Borough of Durban. As early as 1911 the first Jewish 

mayor of Durban, Mr F.C. Hollander, had called for the 

incorporation into the Borough of the peri-Durban area, 

149 
The Natal Mercury, August 3, 1921, p.S. 

150 Ibid. 

15 1 Ib i d ., p. 13 . 

15 2 Ib "'d. , 
v September 24, 1932, p.10. 
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but the Town Council of that time had not taken up his 

h '1 d 153 call in consequence of t e costs lnvo ve . The 

incorporation took effect on August 1, 1932, and on 

August 6 the first Mayor of Greater Durba~ Mr Oliver Lea, 

was installed in office at a ceremony in the Town Hall 

attended by six eX-Mayors of the Borough, including 

154 
Mr F.C. Hollander. Mr Jack Greene, an ex-Chairman 

of the South Coast Junction Health Board, also attended 

155 
the historic installation ceremony. 

In March 1934 Durban Jewry joined heartily in the 

public demonstrations occasioned by the visit to the town 

of Prince George (later made Duke of Kent), the fourth 

son of King George V and Queen Mary. Upon the arrival 

of the White Train at Berea Station the Prince was 

greeted by a number of prominent citizens, including 

Mr and Mrs K. Gundelfinger, who had gathered on the 

platform to be among the first to welcome the Royal 

Visitor. From the Station the Royal Procession 

proceeded down West Street to the Town Hall, where 

Mr and Mrs F.C. Hollander were amongst those presented 

t h ' R 1 H' h 156 o lS oya 19 ness. At a banquet, at the Marine 

Hotel, given by the Mayor and Town Council in the 

153Ib~d., 1 30 v Ju Y ,1932, p.18. 

154 Ib 'l'd. , 
v August 8, 1932, p.11. 

155 
Hasholom, IX No.12 (August, 1932), 10. 

156The Natal Mercury, March 6, 1934, p.7. 
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Prince's honour, Mr and Mrs Hollander were seated at the 

. t bl 157 maJ.n a e. During the evening, accompanied by the 

Municipal Orchestra, Miss Rose Alper (Mrs H.L. Magid) 

sang two songs, and was personally congratulated by the 

158 
Prince on her excellent performance. Members of the 

Jewish community were also present at the Rotary 

luncheon,159 Natal Indian Congress Banquet,160 the Civic 

Ball 161 and the Royal Luncheon and Race Meeting at 

Greyville,162 which were all held in the Prince's honour 

during his brief visit to the town. 

A few months after the visit of Prince George the 

Prime Minister of the Union, General J.B.M. Hertzog, 

paid his first visit to Durban. Upon alighting from 

his train, at the Central Station, General Hert~og was 

welcomed by the Mayor and Mr F.C. Hollander, who 

t d th P . . 1 C . 1 163 represen e e rovJ.ncJ.a ouncJ.. The one day that 

General Hertzog spent in the town was filled with 

official engagements, including a Civic Luncheon and a 

157 b'd 6 I 'Z- ., p.1 . 

158 
Hasha~am Rash Hashanah Annua~, XII No.1 
(September, 1934), 69. 

159 The N 1 
ata~ Mercury, March 7, 1934, p.10. 

160 The N ~ d ata A vertiser, March 7, 1934, p.4. 

161 
The Nata~ Mercury, March 7, 1934, p.10., The Nata~ 
Advertiser, March 7, 1934, p.5. 

162 
The Nata~ Mercury, March 8, 1934, p.7., The Nata~ 
Advertiser, March 7, 1934, p.5. 

163 
The Nata~ Mercury, November 8, 1934, p.13. 
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164 
Civic Reception at which Jewish townsmen were present. 

The most outstanding event of 1935 was the Silver 

Jubilee of King George V and Queen Mary. In the months 

leading up to the celebrations in connection with the 

Jubilee, the anticipation and excitement of the general 

population was, however, tempered by the death of Lord 

Hyde, the eldest son of the Governor General and the 

Countess of Clarendon, as a result of a shooting accident 

at K 'mb 1 165 1 er eYe Among the many messages of sympathy 

dispatched to the Governor General and his family was 

one sent by Mr H. Moss-Morris, President of the Council 

of Natal Jewry, on behalf of the Jews of province. 166 

On May 3rd the Silver Jubilee celebrations in 

Durban began, and for the next four days the town was 

en fete as different communities and peoples of all ages 

suitably commemorated this historic event. A special 

Thanksgiving Service was held in the St. Andrew's Street 

Synagogue on May 4, conducted by the Rev. N. Menachemson, 

who in a special ·tribute to the King, recited the prayer 

167 for the Royal Family whilst the Ark was open. On 

the morning of May 6, the anniversary of the King's 

accession, a United Thanksgiving Service, in which the 

Minister of the Durban Hebrew Congregation also officiated, 

164 Ibi d ., p.l0. 

165 Ibid ., Aprl' l 29, 1935, p.ll. 
166 

Hash o Zom, XII No.9 (May, 1935), 3. 

167The Na t a 7 
v Mer cur y , May 7, 1935, pp.ll and 13. 
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11 t ' 168 
was held from the Town Ha Por ~co. Another feature 

of the celebrations was a Pageant of Industrial and 

Commercial Vehicles and Floats, which was also held on 

Jubilee day. In addition to participating in the Jubilee 

Pageant, the Habonim and Hab onot entered a car in the 

decorated motor parade, and, to the delight of the entire 

Jewish community, was awarded a prize.
169 

A highlight 

of the Jubilee celebrations in Natal was a banquet 

given by the Administrator in Pietermaritzburg at which 

the Jewish community was officially represented by 

Mr H. Moss-Morris, the President of the Council of Natal 

d M 
,170 

Jewry an Mrs oss-Morr~s. 

Durban Jewry took particular pride in the fact that 

amongst their townsmen who were awarded the Silver 

Jubilee Medal, which was a private gift and personal 

souvenir of the King, no less than three of the recipients 

were distinguished members of their community. Apart 

from Mr F.C. Hollander M.E.C. and Mr C.P. Robinson M.P.,. 

who were well-known in public life, Mrs Esther Hart, who 

had dedicated herself to charitable work amongst the 

Jewish and General communities in Durban,was also awarded 

the much coveted Jubilee Medal. 171 

To suitably commemorate the King's Silver Jubilee, 

168 
The Nat a l Advert i ser, May 6, 1935, p.7. 

169 
Hasholom, XII No.9 (May, 1935), 19. On Habon i m 
see below pp.257-261. 

170 Ib i d ., 20. 

171 Ib id., 5. 
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the Governor General inaugurated a fund, which, with the 

King's full approval, was devoted to combating the scourge 

" h f' 172 P , '1 of tuberculosls In Sout A rlca. rOVlnCla 

Committees of the fund were immediately established and 

amongst the members of the Natal Provincial Committee 

173 
was Mr F.C. Hollander. In aid of the Fund the Durban 

Jewish Ladies' Guild held a Bridge Afternoon, at the 

home of Mrs Moss Freed, at which the sum of £27 was 

, d 174 ralse . The members of the Jewish community 

contributed generously to the Fund,175 which also 

received the nett proceeds of the Durban Jewish Club's 

Musical Comedy presentation of 
176 

A Country GirL. 

No sooner had the festivities in connection with 

the Silver Jubilee ended, than the preparations were made 

for the suitable commemoration of the 25th anniversary of 

the Union of South Africa. With full military pomp and 

splendour a combined Church Parade of the Defence Forces 

was held at Kingsmead on the morning of May 31, in which 

the Rev. Menachemson, of the Durban Hebrew Congregation, 

officiated with Archdeacon H. Harris, the 

172 
The NataL Merc ury, April 9, 1935, p.ll. 

17 3 Ib i d ., p. 13 . 

174 Ib " d., 1 4 v Apri , 1935, p.6. 

175 Ib i d ., May 4, 1935, p.18., May 8, 1935, p.22., 
May 10, 1935, p.16., May 11, 1935, p.17., 
May 14, 1935, p.16., May 17, 1935, p.18., 
June 6, 1935, p. 15 . 

176 b'd I 1- ., August 5, 1935, p.6., Has hoLom, XII No.12 
(August, 1935), 3. 
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Rev. G.J. van Rooyen and the Rev. J. Slatter. 

Two weeks later, together with communities 

186 

throughout the Empire, the citizens of Durban celebrated 

the 720th Anniversary of Magna Carta, when reference to 

the day was made in the st. Andrew's Street Synagogue on 

June 15, and in the Durban Churches on the following 

d 
178 

ay. 

An historic milestone for Durban was reached on 

June 13, 1935, when it celebrated the 100th Anniversary 

of its founding by Captain Alan Gardiner. As a fitting 

climax to the close of its first century Durban attained 

City status on August 1, 1935. 179 Durban's Jewish 

community, which had an association with the City dating 

back to the earliest days of its establishment, joined 

with its fellow citizens in expressing its satisfaction 

t th ' . h' t 180 a 1S ac 1evemen . 

177The Natal Advert i s e r, May 31, 1935, p.l0. 

178 The Natal Mercury, June 15, 1935, 

179 Ib . d 
"l- ., August 1, 1935, p.24. 

p.16. 

180 
Hasholom Ros h Ha shonah Annual, XIII No.1 
(September, 1935), 3. 
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CHAPTER X 

ADVANCES IN HEBREW EDUCATION 1930 - 1935 

The successful establishment of the Hebrew 

Kindergarten in Durban in 1929, did not lull those who 

were responsible for its inception into a sense of 

complacency, but rather prompted them to strive for the 

creation of a united Talmud Torah, of which the 

kindergarten would be a part. 

Behind the enthusiasm and optimism of the 

Kindergarten's founders, lurked the problem of inadequate 

support for the school 1 and insufficient monetary 

2 support. The kindergarten nevertheless continued to 

expand and early in 1930, afternoon kindergarten classes 

were inaugurated. 3 To allay the fears of those parents 

who felt that an early training in Hebrew would 

seriously handicap their children in English, and secular 

subjects, an extra teacher, Mrs Cotterell, was added to 

th h 1 1 t ff t t h 1 b' 4 e sc 00 s sao eac genera su Jects. 

With the impending expiry in 1930 of the first year 

1 
Hasholom, VII No.5 (March, 1930), 20. 

2Ibid ., VII No.4 (February, 1930), 15. 

3The Zionist Record, February 7, 1930, p.25. 
4 

Hasholom, VII No.4 (February, 1930), 15. 
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for which private subscribers to the kindergarten had 

committed themselves, the problem arose as to whether or 

not the community was going to take over the school from 

private enthusiasts.
5 

A sub-committee, consisting of 

Messrs C. Lyons, H.L. Magid and S. Moshal, appointed by 

the Durban Jewish Circle to consider the steps to be 

taken to form a Talmud Torah in Durban, suggested that a 

meeting of Jewish institutions be convened by the Circle 

and that a Talmud Torah committee, comprised of two 

representatives from .each of the major Jewish 

institutions, be formed in the town. 6 At separate 

meetings of the two Hebrew Congregations the scheme for 

a united Talmud Torah, as advocated by the Circle, was 

7 approved. 

On June 22, 1930, a mass meeting of the Jewish 

community was held and a resolution to the effect that 

"the Durban United Talmud Torah be, and is, hereby 

formed" was passed after much discussion and with only 

one dissentient. 8 
A Constitution was unanimously 

5"The Durban United Talmud Torah, The Young Idea 
Mou~ding," in Durban He brew Congregation Fiftieth 
Ann~versary 1 88 4-19 34 ~ 56 44 -569 4 , (Durban, 1934), 
p.37. 

6Arnold Miller, Durban Je wi sh Cl ub A History issued 
on the occasion of it s Silver J ubilee, 
(Durban, May, 1956), p.28. 

7Hasholom, VII No.7 (May, 1930), 5., I b i d ., VII No.8 
(June, 1930), 5. 

8Minutes of Mass Meeting of Durban Jewry Held at the 
Park Gate Hall, Corner Smith and Park Streets on 
Sunday morning the 22nd June,. 1930 at 10.30 am, 
p .1. 
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9 adopted and the first committee of the Durban United 

Talmud Torah consisting of Mr H.L. Magid, Hon. Treasurer; 

Dr N. Smith, Hon. Secretary; Messrs E.S. Henochsberg, 

M. Gevisser, C. Lachman, S.W. Brewer and L. Lipinski, 

Committee; was elected. In addition each local Jewish 

institution was granted representation on the Committee 

by two nominees,10 thereby making the Ta lmud Torah the 

responsibility of the entire community. The election 

of a chairman was held over to the first meeting of the 

committee and resulted in the appointment of 

11 
Mr C. Lyons. 

Centrally situated and well-equipped premises were 

leased at 204 Musgrave Road and a suitably qualified 

12 
person in Mr J. Klachko, of Benoni, was appointed 

headmaster. 13 During Mr Klachko's tenure of officer 

the Talmud Torah Committee agreed to affiliate with the 

South African J "ewish Board of Education. 14 The Board 

laid down a syllabus which formed the basis of 

9Ibid ., p.2. 

10 
Hasholom, VII No.9 (J u ly, 1930), 27. 

11Minutes of Committee Meeting of the Durban United 
Talmud Tora~ , Held at Messrs Henochsberg & 
Wolpert's offices on Thursday, July 10th, 1930 
at 5.15 pm, p.l. 

12 
Also spelt Klatchko {Ibid ., VII No.2 (October, 1930), 
23., Ibid., VII No. l 1 (August, 1931), 21., 
Hasho l om Ro s h Ha sh onah Annua l, XII No.1 
(September, 1934), 79. 

13 
Hasholom, VIII No . 2 (October, 1930), 23. 

14Th z · . e ~on~ s t Record , October, 31, 1930, p.38. 
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instruction at the Durban United Ta lmud Torah and its 

1 , . t 1 15 Director inspected the c asses at regu_ar ~n erva s. 

On November 2nd 1930 the headmaster, staff and 

committee were "At Home" for the opening of the Talmud 

Torah,16 which began to function on the following day.17 

The Talmud Torah opened with an enrollment of 114, with 

a further 50 enrolled in the kindergarten.
18 Much 

satisfaction was expressed over the initial daily 

attendance, which averaged between 75 and 80, and the 

fact that the majority of the pupils attending were over 

19 
the age of twelve. Besides the Hebrew language, 

lessons were given in religious instruction and Jewish 

history and boys were prepared for their barmitzvahs 

by the Revs. H. Rubin and N. Menachemson.
20 

Whilst 

extensive efforts were made to popularise the Talmud 

Torah and to attract additional pupils, a policy of non­

interference with private Hebrew teachers was followed
21 

and pupils of Mr D. Harris recorded considerable 

15"The Durban United Hebrew Schools" in The Durban 
Hebrew Congrega t ion, issued by the Durban United 
Hebrew Congregation 1952:5712, (Durban, 1952), p.29. 

16 The Zionist Record, October 31, 1930, p.38. 

17 
HashoZom, VIII No.3 (November, 1930), 38. 

18 Ibid ., VIII No.4 (December, 1930), 23. 

19Ibid . 

20 
Hasholom Rosh Hashonah Annual, IX No.1 
(September, 1931), 57. 

21 
The Durban United Talmud Torah, The Young Idea 
Moulding," p. 37 . 
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successes in the Matriculat ion and Junior Matriculation 

, , 22 
Exam~nat~ons. 

Under Mr Klachko the Tal mud To rah functioned 

reasonably well. For a considerable while problems 

existed within the Ta l mud Torah in respect of the 

standard of the pupils of the Afternoon Classes~ and in 

d ' t' 23 respect of its administration an organ~sa lone The 

chief problem, however, remained that of attendances. 

Many of the pupils were unab l e to attend classes every 

afternoon and rarely attended more than two or three 

times a week, very often not on the same days each week. 

This , therefore, made classification of the pupils 

extremely difficult and necessitated a multiplicity of 

groupings which caused the administration considerable 

trouble.
24 

Lack of parental interest in their 

children's Hebrew education a nd their reluctance to enrol 

their children in the Talmud Torah , also caused 

cons i derable consternation to the staff and the committee 

22 

23 

24 

Hash o lom, X No.6 (February, 1933), 17 . , Th e Na tal 
Mercury, February 17 , 1 937, p.8. 

Report of Mr D. Mie r owsky, Director of Education, 
of the South African Board of Jewish Education 
4th November, 1934 i n t he Minute Book of the Durban 
United Ta lmud To r ah . Minutes of Committee Meeting 
of the Durban United Talmud Torah Held in the 
Durban Jewish Club on Wednesday, 7th November, 1934 
at 8.30 pm, pp.1-3. 

Has ho lom Ros h Hashonah AnnuaZ , XII No.1 
(September, 1934 ) , 7 9 . 
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25 of the school. This problem was, in part, overcome 

26 
by a vigorous personal canvass and intensive 

propaganda 27 which resulted in increased and more 

regular attendances. A Ladies' Committee, chaired by 

Mrs A. Goldberg, was also formed and charged with the 

28 
duty of helping to improve Talmud Torah attendances. 

Through calling on the parents of pupils the Ladies' 

Committee also served as a link between the parents and 

29 
the staff of the Talmud Torah. 

In 1933, largely through the good offices of 

Rabbi E.M. Levy, facilities for the instruction in 

Hebrew and Jewish history to the approximately 50 Jewish 

30 boys attending the Durban High School, were secured. 

The benefits of Hebrew education were thus ,made available 

to an additional group of Jewish pupils who met twice 

25Hasholom, IX No.11 (July, 1932), 26., Ibid., X 
No.7 (March, 1933), 19., Ibid., X No.8 
(April, 1933), 28. 

26 Ibid ., X No.9 (May, 1933), 23. 

27 Ibid ., X No.4 (December, 1932), 22. 

28M, t f ' lnu es 0 Actlons Committee Meeting of the Durban 

29 

United Talmud Torah, Held at the Durban Jewish 
Club, on Wednesday, 31st October, 1934, at 8.15 pm, 
pp.1-2. Minutes of Actions Committee Meeting of 
the Durban United Talmud Torah Held in the offices 
of Messrs Wolpert & Abraha~s 376 West Street, 
Durban, on Wednesday, 12th December, 1934, at 
5.35 pm, p.1. 

Hasholom, XII No.5 (January, 1935), 26. 

30Ibid ., XI No.2 (October, 1933), 23-24. 



193 

31 
weekly with Mr Klachko. Similar classes had been held 

at the same school during 1928
32 

but had been 

discontinued upon Rabbi Levy's departure for Europe at 

the end of that year. 

The provision of adequate financial resources was, 

and remained, a source of much anxiety. To help meet 

the financial obligations of the TaLmud Torah the two 

Hebrew Congregations imposed a TaLmud Torah levy of £1 Is 

on each of its male members thereby making them ipso 

facto members of the TaLmud Torah. Monetary 

contributions of varying amounts were also made by the 

Durban Jewish Circle, the Durban Jewish Ladies· Guild, 

the Durban Young Israel Society and the Hebrew Order of 

David. The Durban Zionist Association and the Durban 

Jewish Benevolent Society granted part of the funds 

allotted to them from the July Ball, to the school, to 

which the Durban Hebrew Congregation also channeled the 

surplus funds of its Chevra Kadisha.
33 

Only through 

each institution in the community meeting its quota, and 

through donations and subscriptions, was the TaLmud Torah 

able to continue operating, its funds augmented by the 

profits of various activities undertaken by the communal 

31 

32 

33 

HashoLom Rosh Hashonah AnnuaL, XII No.1 
(September, 1934), 79. 

See above p.38. 

HashoLom, VIII No.10 (July, 1931), 24., Ibid., IX 
No.4 (December, 1931), 23., and "Durban United 
TaLmud "Torah, The Young Idea Moulding," p.39. 
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institutions of the town. 
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Notwithstanding the difficult conditions under which 

it had to operate, the Talmud Torah nevertheless made 

considerable progress. An indication of its growth was 

the appointment of an additional teacher, Mr Behr, to 

its staff,35 and the assumption of teaching duties by 

36 
the Rev. N. Menachemson. In 1935 the Rev. Menachemson, 

in co-operation with Mr Klachko and the United Talmud 

Torah, organised special services for the youth during 

the High Festival period. 37 In the same year a new 

headmistress of the kindergarten was appointed in the 

f ' J l' 38 person 0 M~ss erusa ~m. Increased interest amongst 

the members of the adult community was reflected in the 

formation of a Ladies' H~brew Study Circle, which was 

conducted by Mr Klachko,39 and the introduction of adult 

34Including a dance given by the Young Israel Society, 
(Hasholom, VIII No.2 (October, 1930)r 23.) a cabaret 
ball presented by the Jewish Circle, (The Natal 
Mercury, November 6, 1930 r p.20) a play produced 
by the Hebrew Order of David, (Hasholom, IX No.3 
(November, 1931), 25.) the part proceeds of a fete 
organised by the Zionist Association, The Zionist 
Record, August 26, 1932, p.30.) a concert held by 
the Hebrew Order of David, The Natal Mercury, 
September 5,1932, p.ll.) and a picnic arranged by 
the Hebrew Order of David. (Hasholom, XII No.9 
(May, 1935), 4.). 

35 Ibid ., IX No.7 (March, 1932), 21. 

36Ib~d., X 4 ( v No. December, 1932), 22. 

37 The Zionist Record, October 4, 1935, p.27. 

38 
Hasholom, XII No.8 (April, 1935), 27. 

39 Ibid ., IX No.7 (March, 1932), 21., Hasholom Rosh 
Hashonah Annual r X No.1 (September, 1932), 65. 
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classes for the study of Hebrew. 

195 

By the time Mr Klachko left Durban, at the end of 

1935, the state of the Talmud Torah gave cause for 

considerable satisfaction. Approximately 65% of the 

Jewish children in Durban were receiving a Hebrew 

41 
education through the school, although attendance 

remained irregular and children continued to be withdrawn 

b . h 42 from classes after arm~tzva age. In his annual 

report for that year, Mr Mierowsky, . the Director of 

Education of the South African Board of Jewish Education, 

in f 'act remarked on the considerable progress that had 

been made by the Talmud Torah. He pressed for the 

introduction of continuation classes for post-barmitzvah 

pupils and greater communal support for the kindergarten, 

believing that they would enhance and improve the 

community's growing educational facilities. 43 

40 
Hasholom, XI No.9 (May, 1934), 26. 

41 
Hasholom Rosh Hashonah Annual, VIII No.1 
(September, 1935), 85-87. 

42 . 
Mlnutes of Committee Meeting of the Durban United 

43 

Talmud Torah, Held in the Durban Jewish Club on 
Thursday, 18th June, 1935, at 8.30 pm., p.2. 

Report of Mr D. Mierowsky, Director of Education 
of the South African Board of Jewish Education, 
11th July, 1935, in the Minute Book of the Durban 
United Talmud Torah. 
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CHAPTER XI 

THE ROAD TO A UNITED CONGREGATION 1930 - 1935 

In spite of all the economic, political and social 

problems of the time, the years 1930-1935 were 

characterised by much activity and significant 

developments for the two Hebrew Congregations in Durban. 

For the 120 members of the Durban New Hebrew 

congregation,l their wives and families, this was a 

period in which the regularity of congregational affairs 

was offset by the visits of distinguished rabbis and 

2 cantors and by the marriage of Lily Rubin, the third 

daughter of the Congregation's much loved minister the 

IThe South African Jewis h Year Boo k ~ Directory of 
Jewish Organisations and Who's Who in South African 
Jewry 1929~ 5689-90. Editor Morris de Saxe, 
Associate Editor I.M. Goodman, Published by the 
South African Jewish Historical Society. 
P.O. Box 2711, Johannesburg (Johannesburg, 1929)1 
p.289. 

2Including Cantor Lew Zvi, formerly of Riga, (The 
Nata Z Mercury, May 30, 1939, p.l0., 
September 4, 1930, p.l0.) Rabbi Emanuel Zimmerman 
of Keren Hatorah and Bet h Jac ob, (Ib i d., 
August 23, 1930, p.14.) Rabbi J. Gurnianskyof 
Lithuania and Palestine, (Ibid., November 7, 1930, 
p.12.) Rabbi Schwartz, (Ibi d ., September 18, 1931, 
p.ll.) Rabbi A. Shur of Warsaw, (Ib i d., 
March 9, 1933, p.12.) Cantor Bernstein of 
Johannesburg, (Ibi d ., September 29, 1933, p.l0) and 
Cantor Kuperburg. (Ibid .,. August 3, 1934, p.12., 
August 17, 1934, p.l0.) 
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b ' 3 Rev. H. Ru In. 

At the same time, however, it was a period in which 

the ranks of the Congregation were disturbed by 

dissention. The creation of yet another Hebrew 

Congregation, in 1931, coming at a time when the 

prevailing mood of the Jewish community was overwhelmingly 

in favour of a union of the two existing Congregations, 

greatly disturbed the members of the Durban New Hebrew 

C 
,4 

ongregatlon. 

The decision of thirteen of its members, led by 

Mr M. Korb, to create the Berea Hebrew Congregation r was 

prompted by the decision of the New Hebrew Congregation 

not to retain the services of its cantor, Cantor Zvi, 

during the High Festival period, as a consequence of which 

he terminated his services with the congregation.
S 

Incensed by the manner in which the Congregation's 

leaders had dealt with this issue, at a special general 

meeting requisitioned to deal with the matter, and 

dismayed by the Committee's action in summarily appointing 

a successor without advertising for applications, as the 

3Ibid ., September 19, 1930, p.7. 

4 
Hashalam Rash Hashanah Annual, X No.1 
(September, 1932), 63. 

5Minutes of the Durban Jewish Communal Council, Held 
at the Durban Jewish Club, Old Fort Road, Durban 
on Thursday, 9th September, 1931, at 6.00 pm., p.2. 
Minutes of the Special Meeting of the Executive of 
the Durban Jewish Communal Council Held at the 
offices of Messrs H. Moss-Morris & Greenberg, 48, 
National Mutual Buildings, Smith Street, Durban, on 
Monday, 9th October, 1931, at 5.25 pm., p.2. 
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dissentients had been led to believe they would, Mr Korb 

and his colleagues had tendered their resignations. 

Conscious of the prevailing general dissatisfaction 

amongst members of the Durban New Hebrew Congregation in 

regard to the high price of ko sher meat, supplied 

locally, and in order to strengthen its finances, the 

Berea Hebrew Congregation carne to an arrangement with a 

local butchery. Tn return for the contract to supply 

kosher meat to the members of ,:the Berea Hebrew 

Congregation the butcher paid, through the Congregation, 

an amount of £15 per month to the Rev. W. Stark whom the 

small Congregation had engaged as its minister and 

6 
shochet. 

Not long after its inception the Berea Hebrew 

Congregation claimed to have a membership of no less 

than 60: and in 1931
8 

and 1932 9 it arranged its own High 

Holy Day services. The Congregation failed, however, 

to make any significant inroads and by 1934 it had corne 

to an amicable settlement with the Durban New Hebrew 

Congregation and had officially ceased to exist. 10 

6Minutes of the Special Meeting of the Executive of 
the Durban Jewish Communal Council, Held at the 
offices of Messrs H. Moss-Morris & Greenberg,. 48, 
National Mutual Buildings, Smith Street, Durban", on 
Monday, 9th October, 1931,. at 5.25 pm., p.2. 

7 Ibid. 

8 
The Natal Mercur y , September 1, 1931, p.12. 

9I bid ., September 15, 1932, p.8., Services were 
conducted by Cantor Rivlin, formerly of Riga. 

10 
Has holom, X No.10 (June, 1934), 36. 
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For the Durban Hebrew Congregation this was a period 

that was marked by the continued energetic leadership of 

Rabbi E.M. Levy, who retained a key position in the life 

of the Jewish community as a whole. On behalf of the 

community the Rabbi expressed his disapproval of the 

Union Immigration Billll and vigorously protested against 

the holding of a national army camp over the week of 

12 
Pesach. Not content to be simply involved in the 

manifold activities of the various Jewish communal 

institutions, Rabbi Levy also chose to serve as the 

president of the local committee that was formed to 

assist Rabbi Emanuel Zimmerman, of the Keren Hatorah 

and Beth Jacob, in his campaign for funds to maintain 

13 
the educational institutions that he represented. 

His contribution to the South African Jewish Minister's 

Conference,in July 1931, which he addressed on "The 

Influence of the Minister Upon the Rising Generation," 

'd d ' 'f' t 14 d h' was conSl ere slgnl lcan, an lS participation in a 

Dunam Drive in Springs, in the Transvaal, was an 

indication of the standing that he enjoyed amongst the 

Jewish communities of the Union. 1S 

Within the wider community of Durban, Rabbi Levy 

lIThe Zionist Record, February 14, 1930, p.26. 

12The Natal Mercury, March 7, 1930, p.14. 

13 The Zionist Record, October 3, 1930, p.20. 

14 
The Natal Mercury, July 3, 1931, p.1S., Hasholom, 
VIII No.11 (August, 1931), 11. 

1SThe Zionist Record, December 28, 1932, p.13. 
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I " S' 16 d participated in the Annua Armlstlce Day erVlces an 

'd ' S ' 17 officiated at a Unlte MasonlC erVlce. In his 

capacity as spiritual leader of the Durban Hebrew 

Congregation he was invited by the Mayor to attend Civic 

t
' 18 recep lons and was also asked to address the Cambrian 

S 't 19 OCle y. In his personal capacity the Rabbi was 

appointed an executive member of the Durban branch of 

the World Disarmament Movement.
20 

The 350 strong Congregation over which Rabbi Levy 

presided,21 derived much pleasure from the re-establishment 

of the Synagogue choir,22 and, in the face of the severe 

economic conditions of the time, a particular sense of 

satisfaction over the release of the Synagogue buildings 

from their bond that left them all free from debt. 23 

The opening of a Tahar ah house at the Jewish Cemetery at 

Stellawood in November 1930, erected through the 

16 
The Natal Mercur y , November 10, 1939, p.9., 
November 9, 1931, p.9 . , November 14, 1932, p.10., 
November 13, 1933, p .13., November 12, 1934, p.13. 

17 Ib "' d ., 1 2 v Ju Y 1, 1934, p.11. 

18 Ibi d ., August 3, 193 1 , p.5., April 20, 1933, p.14. 

19 Ib "' d ., 27 v May ,1932, p. l0. 

20 
Ha sholom, IX No.6 (Fe bruary, 1932), 15. 

21 Th e ,Sou t h Af~ica~ Jewish Year Book ~ Directory of 
Jew -z, s h Or gan-z,sat-z,ons and Who 's Who in South Afr ican 
Je wry 19 2 9~ 5689 - 90 , p.289. 

22 
Ha s ho lo m, IX No.7 (March, 1952), 21. 

23 b'd I -z, ., IX No.1 ° ( June , 1 932), 22. 
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24 
generosity of Mr A.J. Cohen, enabled the Congregation's 

Chevra Kadisha to better fulfill its noble work. It 

also brought to an end the practice of using the 

facilities of local funeral parlours and of beginning 

funeral services from such parlours or from the home of 

the deceased.
25 

The synagogue in st. Andrew's Street, at which 

Rabbi Levy was the senior minister, was the venue for a 

special service on the day of humiliation and prayer, 

that was called by the Prime Minister, in view of the 

prevailing depression in the Union in 1931.
26 

It was 

also the venue for a memorial service held on the passing 

27 of Baron Edmond de Rothschild in 1934 and the place 

where, in 1935, the Jewish community gathered to mark the 

28 Silver Jubilee of the reign of King George V. Amongst 

the more distinguished visitors to grace it with their 

presence, were the Zionist leaders Dr Chaim weizmann 29 

24 b 'd I ~ .~ VII No.4 (December, 1930), 9. 
25 

See The Natal Mercury, June 14, 1921, p.8., 
June 28,1921,. p.8., May 12,1922, p.8., 
September 6,1922, p.8.,. May 2,1923, p.8., 
October 14,. 1924, p.8., May 8, 1925, p.~O., 
March 19, 1926, p.l0., June 7, 1927, p.9., 
March 19, 1928, p.7., July 27, 1929, p.13., 
September, 5, 1930, p.9. 

26 Ib "'d. , v January 5, 1931, p.12. 

27 Ibid ., N rob 6 ove er 1 , 1934, p.12. 

28 Ibid ., May 7, 1935, p.ll. 

29Ibid ., A ' 1 8 932 prl ,1 , p.12. 
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30 and Mr Nahum Sokolow, whilst from its pulpit a number 

h t · 31 of distinguished Rabbis addressed t e Congrega ~on. 

A service of singular importance at the st. Andrew·s 

Street Synagogue, at which Rabbi Levy officiated, was 

the special Jubilee Service held on April 15, 1934 r to 

commemorate the 50th Anniversary of the founding of the 

Durban Hebrew Congregation. The synagogue service was 

just one feature of the celebrations, that included a 

Children's Sports Day and a banquet at the Durban Jewish 

Club.
32 

The Golden Jubilee of the Congregation was 

widely reported in the local press;3 and a specially 

illustrated brochure was issued by the Congregation to 

mark the event. In addition to recording the history of 

all major Jewish institutions in the , town, the brochure 

included messages of congratulation from leading Jewish 

personalities. They included Rabbi J.H. Hertz, Chief 

30 
Hasholom, XI No.12 (August, 1934), 26. 

31They included Rabbi E. Zimmerman of Keren Hatorah 
and Beth Jacob, (The Nata l Mercury, August 19, 1930, 
p.6.) Rabbi Hirsch of Pretoria, (Ibid., 

32 

July 10, 1934, p.14.) Rabbi S. Bassock of Vilna, 
(Ibid., February 6, 1932, p.14.) Rabbi H. Frenkel, 
(Ibid., September 17, 1932, p.12.) Rabbi S. Goder 
from Russia, (Ibid., November 10,1933, p.10.) 
Rabbi Soloveitzchik (I bid ., March 16, 1934, p.10.) 
and Rabbi Kahanaman from Ponevez. (Ibid., 
June 30, 1934, p.1l.). The renowned Cantor Berele 
Chagy of the Beth Hamedr as h Hago de l , Johannesburg, 
also officiated at a Sabbath evening service at 
the Synagogue. (Ibi d ., July 28, 1933, p.11.) 

Hasholom, IX No.9 (May, 1934), 5-6. 
Club see below Chapter XII. 

On the Jewish 

33The Natal Advertiser, April 12, 1934, p.8., The 
Nata l Mercury, April 14, 1934, p.12. 
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Rabbi of the United Congregations of the British 

Empire;34 Rabbi Prof. J.L. Landau, Chief Rabbi of South 

Africa; Sir Matthew Nathan, a former Jewish Governor 

of the Colony of Natal; and Dr Cyrus Adler, President 

of the Jewish Theological Seminary of America.
35 

Some months later, in January 1935, Rabbi Levy left 

Durban after receiving a call to occupy the post of Rabbi 

and Chief Minister of the Great Synagogue in Sydney, 

Australia. 36 After an association of more than ten 

years with the Congregation there was widespread regret 

felt over his departure, and this was eloquently expressed 

by Mr F.C. Hollander M.E.C. at a farewell banquet given 

by the Congregation on January 7. 37 

In the course of his ministry in Durban, Rabbi Levy 

had seen realised many of the objectives for which he 

had striven. Foremost amongst them had been the 

establishment of a United Talmud Torah in 1930(38 and 

the creation of a Shechitah Board in 1933. 39 
The call 

for the creation of a She chitah Board had first been 

made in the editorial columns of the Hasholom in 1924, 

34 
Durban Hebrew Congre ga t i on Fiftieth Anniversary 
1 884 -19 34 :1 564 4 - 5 6 9 4 , ( Durban, 1934), p. 2 . 

35Ibid ., p.3. 

36 Th Z' , e ~on~st Record, January 4, 1935, p.23. 
37 

Hasholom, XII No.5 (January, 1935), 7. 

38 b 'd I ~ ., VII No.7 (May, 1930), 3. On the Talmud 
Torah see above Chapter X. 

39 
Hasholom Rosh Has honah Annual, XI No.1 
(September, 1933), 69. 
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as a possible solution to the problems, such as inadequate 

variety and poor service, that had resulted from 

40 
contracting the supply of ko s her meat to one butcher. 

As a first step towards bringing about the regulation of 

the kashrut of the entire community, the two Hebrew 

Congregations had agreed in 1933 to jointly appoint a 

41 
contractor for the sale of ko s her meat. At the same 

time they had entered into negotiations in respect of 

forming a Shechitah Board.
42 

By Ros h Hashanah of that 

year such a Board had become a reality43 and the issue of 

kashrut had become an affair which was the concern of 

44 
the community as a whole. 

Through mutual participation in the affairs of the 

TaZmud Torah and the Shech i t ah Board, the two 

45 
Congregations were brought closer together. At the 

40 HashoZom, II No.3 (November, 1924), 1-2. 

41 The NataZ Mercury, February 27, 1933, p.8. 

42 
HashoZom, X No.9 (May, 1933), 23., Ibid., X No.10 

43 

(20th June, 1933), 24., Ibid., X No.11 (July, 1933), 
24. 

HashoZom Rosh Hasho nah Ann ua Z, XI No.1 
(Se'ptember, 1933), 69. 

44 Ibid ., XII No.1 (September, 1934), 77. 

45 
The Durban Hebrew Congregation and the Durban New 
Hebrew Congregation joined with the Durban United 
TaZmud Tor ah to hold a combined annual Chanukah 
service the venue alternating between the St. 
Andrew's Street and the Park Street Synagogues. 
(Ha s hoZom , VII No.7 (May, 1930), 3., The Zionis t 
Re co r d , February 6, 1931, p.25., Has hoZom, IX No.5 
(January, 1932), 23., The Zioni s t Record, 
January 13, 1933, p.23., Ha s hoZo m, XI No.6 
(February, 1934), 26., Ibid ., XII No.5 
(January, 1935), 26-27. 
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same time the issues over which the 1929 attempt at union 

had come to founder, principally the establishment of a 

Talmud Torah, had now fallen away and this opened the way 

for the amalgamation of the two Hebrew Congregations. 

A new jOint Committee, with equal representation 

from the two Congregations, was formed in 1935.
46 

With 

the 1929 plan on which to work, the Committee soon drew 

up a new agreement embodying most of its terms. At the 

end of June 1935, once preliminary negotiations had been 

concluded, each of the Synagogues simultaneously held 

I 
. 47 separate genera meetlngs. Whilst both Congregations 

supported the principle of amalgamation they differed 

over the details,48 which were pursued until an amicable 

basis of agreement had been arrived at. On 

December 1, 1935 the Durban Hebrew Congregation and the 

Durban New Hebrew Congregation, practically unanimously 

adopted the report of the combined committee in regard to 

amalgamation,49 and thereby brought to an end 25 years 

of Congregational disunity and division. 

In the absence of a spiritual leader for the Durban 

Hebrew Congregation, the Rev. Menachemson ably stepp~d 

into the breach. At the Thanksgiving Services to mark 

46 . 
The Durban Hebrew Congregation, issued by the 

47 

48 

49 

Durban United Hebrew Congregation 1952:5712. 
(Durban, 1952), p.20. 

Hasholom, XII No.10 (June, 1935), 3. 

Hasholom Rosh Hashonah Annual , XIII No.1 
(September, 1935), 83. 

Hasholom, XIII No.4 (December, 1935),. 26. 



206 

50 
the Silver Jubilee of King George V and Queen Mary and 

h . f th Af' 51 d the 25th anniversary of t e Un~on 0 Sou r~ca, an 

at the Interdenominational services held on Delville 

52 53 Wood Day, and Armistice Day, the Congregation was 

represented by the Rev. Menachemson. Together with 

Mrs Menachemson he also attended the Garden Party given 

by the Governor General, the Earl of Clarendon, and the 

54 
Countess of Clarendon at King's House, and he was also 

55 
invited to address a meeting of the Sons of England. 

Within his Congregation he was 'at home' to the 

youth every Thursday evening.
56 

Largely through his 

efforts special arrangements were made for the youth to 

hold their own services for the High Festivals in the 

57 
S~ccah in the Synagogue grounds. The Rev. Menachemson 

not only assumed a position on the staff of the Durban 

United Talmud Torah, but, in addition to his duties as 

cantor and shochet, he delivered a number of sermons 

58 during the year. Periodically the vacant pulpit at 

50The Natal Adver ti ser, May 6, 1935, p.7. 

51The Natal M M 31 1935 0 ercury, ay, , p.l . 

52 Ibid., 1 2 Ju Y 2, 1935, p. 16 . 

53 Ibid ., November 11', 1935, p.15. 

54 Ib i d. , July 12, 1935, p.5. 

55 
Hash olom, XIII No.2 (October, 1935), 16. 

56 b'd I ~ ., XII No.8 (April, 1935), 21. 

57 Th z' , e ~ on ~ st Re cord , October 4, 1935, p.27. 
58 

Hasholom Ros h Hashanah Annual , XIII No.1 
(September, 1935), 83. 
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the st. Andrew's Street Synagogue was occupied by 

dist i nguished guests, including the Rev. M. Konvisser of 

Kimberley,59 Rabbi Hirsch of pretoria,60 Rabbi Dr Romm 

of Bloemfontein 61 and Rabbi I. Kossowsky of 

62 
Johannesburg. 

Keenly aware of the need to appoint a minister, the 

Committee of the Congregation, nevertheless c felt that 

undue haste in regard to this important appointment would 

result in undesirable consequences. They therefore 

carefully considered all applications, guided by the 

policy that the successful incumbent should "have the 

dual qualifications in regard to language, namely, Hebrew 

and English, and at the same time have a sufficiently 

commanding personality adequately to represent us with 

our Gentile friends.,,63 At the same time no definite 

decision was taken whilst negotiations towards 

64 
amalgamation were under way, as it was felt that the 

minister of the newly united Congregation should 

be one acceptable to both parties brought together by 

the Union. Once the agreement to amalgamate the two 

Congregations had been made the appointment became a 

59 The Natal Mercury, January 24, 1935, p.l0. 

60The Zionist Record, April 5 r 1935, p.35. 

61 The Natal Mercury, July 19, 1935, p.12. 

6 2 Ib i d ., Au gus t 9, 1 9 3 5, p . 12 . 

63 
Hasholom Rosh Hashanah Annual, XII No.1 
(September, 1935), 83. 

64 
Hasholom, XIII No.3 (November, 1935), 22. 
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matter of the highest priority. 
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CHAPTER XII 

THE DURBAN JEWISH CLUB: 1930 - 1935 

With the acceptance of Mr H. Hillman's plan for a 

single storey structure to house the Jewish Institute, 

steps were irmnediately undertaken to complete 

provisional plans and schedules and to prepare for the 

commencement of building operations. l During the months 

of negotiati.ons with architects and surveyors, the 

Management Committee launched a Brick Campaign, as a 

means of raising funds to help meet the costs of the 

proposed Ins·titute. 2 

On June 17, 1930, at a special general meeting of 

Foundation Members, tenders were accepted and the 

3 buildirig plans approved. In the following month 

building operations commenced 4 and proceeded with such 

amazing rapidity5 that by November 10th the Roof Wetting 

1 
HashoZom, VII No.3 (December, 1929), 30. 

2Ibid ., VII No.5 (March, 1930), 22., Ibid., VII No.6 
(April, 1930), 24., Ibid., VII No.8 (June, 1930), 22. 

3Ibid ., VII No.9 (July, 1930), 27. 

4Ibid ., VIII No.3 (November, 1930), 16. 

5Ibid ., VII No.10 (August, 1930), 27., Ibid., VIII 
No.2 (October, 1930), 23. 
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ceremony had been held. 

Notwithstanding a particularly heavy downpour of 
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rain on Sunday, November 30th, numerous guests attended 

the impressive ceremony held to mark the laying of the 

foundatioon stones of the Durban Jewish Institute by 

Mr Hirsch Hillman, the Institute's President, and 

Mr Cecil Lyons, the Chairman of the Committee of 

7 Management. In the course of the proceedings 

Mr Hillman launched a campaign to cover the cost of 

furnishing the Institute and of laying out tennis courts 

and bowling greens.
8 By early 1931 the interior parts 

of the Institute were almost completed and work on the 

9 
tennis courts had reached an advanced stage. 

As the proposed Institute building rapidly took 

shape, the Durban Jewish Circle continued to fulfil its 

multifOacetedrole in the life of the Jewish community 

of the town. Its sectional committees afforded its 

members a full and varied programme of weekly activities 

that included 17 evenings devoted to culture and debates, 

9 for entertainment, 6 for play readings, 6 for dances, 

10 2 for plays and 1 for a Children's play. Among the 

innovations introduced by the Circle, was an orchestra 

6Ibid ., VIII No.3 (November, 1930), 16. 

7Ibid ., VIII No.4 (December, 1930), 12. 

8For a full list of donors see, Ibid., VIII No.7 
(April, 1931), 24. 

9Ibid ., VIII No.5 (February, 1931), 24. 

10 bOd I ~ ., VIII No.4 (December, 1930), 3. 
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which made its first appearance, under the direction of 

Mr M. Cohen, at the Dramatic Section's production of 

11 
Th e Cat's Cr adle. From December 1930 the orchestra 

came under the direction of Mr David Cohen.
12 To the 

many social amenities of the Ci rcle a Luncheon Club was 

added in October 1930. Formed by the Has ho l om Committee 

the club met initially at t he Cent r a l Tea Rooms in West 

Street, and was addressed by guest speakers on matters of 

Jewish interest.
13 

Within the wider communit y the Circle "proved most 

conclusively that far from being merely a social club 

run on marvellously efficient lines, it had also 

established itself as a gu i ding force in local Jewish 

affai rs.,,14 It served as a powerful and influential 

unifying force within the community, bringing together, 

as it did, members of both Hebrew Congregations, and 

having amongst its leaders men who were dedicated to the 

principle of communal unity. The successful founding 

of a United Ta l mud Tora h was in large measure accredited 

to the efforts of the Circ l e, which in 1929 had set up a 

sub-committee to consider t he steps necessary for the 

formi ng of such a body. It was the Circle that had 

also convened a meeting of each of the major Jewish 

ll Ib id ., VII No.9 (July, 1930), 6. 

12 
Ha s holom Ros h Hashonah Annual , IX No.1 
(September, 1931); 49. 

13 
Ha s ho l om, VIII No.3 (November, 1930), 4-5. 

14 Th Z · . e ~ on~ s t Record , Oct ober 3, 1930, p.20. 
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institutions in the town to win their support for such 

15 a scheme. Sensing the need for a representative 

body capable of speaking for Durban Jewry, the Circle 

convened another meeting of l ocal Jewish organisations 

in July 1930, this time to inaugurate the Durban Jewish 

Communal Council, the precursor of the Council of Natal 

16 
Jewry. 

The Circle furthermore continued to raise large 

amounts of money for charity, and in its financial report 

for the year ending November 30, 1930, it was recorded 

that of a total expenditure of £829, £365 was donated to 

, h' 't t' 17 JeWlS lnstl u lons. 

At the end of 1930, wit h the construction of the 

Jewish Institute nearing completion, the Executive of 

the Durban Jewish Circle appointed a Sub-Committee to 

consider the advisability or otherwise of the Circle 

federating or merging with t he Institute" or being 

incorporated by the latter. On a decision being reached, 

the Sub-Committee was author i sed to consider the 

conditions necessary for such steps and to advise upon 

the machinery needed to give effect to its decisions. 

This Sub-Committee comprised of Mr S. Moshal, Chairmanj 

Messrs N.E. Abrahams, W. Cranko, I. Geshen and Miss M. Smo. 

15Arnold Miller, Durban Jewish Club A Hi s to ry i ss ued 
on t he oc ca s ion o f its Silver Jubilee , 
(Durban, May 1956), p.28. 

16 Ib id • 

17 Ib i d ., p. 29 . 
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A similar Sub-Committee, comprising Messrs H. Brown, 

M. Freed, J. Green, M. Lewis and one other, was 

simultaneously appointed by the Durban Jewish Institute.
18 

In due course the Joint Sub-Committee issued its 

report in which it was agreed that a merger of the Circle 

with the Institute was the most desirable object to be 

aimed at. Since such a move would have necessitated 

the Institute going into liquidation and a new body being 

formed, and since this was felt to be undesirable, it 

was recommended that the Circle rather be incorporated 

by the Institute. Furthermore it was recommended by 

the Joint Sub-Cornrnittee that the new Institution should 

not be called the Durban Jewish Circle or the Durban 

Jewish Institute, but rather the Durban Jewish Club. 19 

On April 28, 1931, a special general meeting, of 

both the Durban Jewish Circle and the Durban Jewish 

Institute, were held at the Durban Jewish Club. Whilst 

theoretically there were two separate meetings, in 

effect, both meetings were held simultaneously. The 

evening's proceedings began with a meeting of the members 

of the Circle, and continued thereafter with a meeting 

of the Foundation Members of the Durban Jewish Institute. 

Once the recommendations of the respective administrative 

bodies had been unanimously accepted, the combined 

18"The Durban Jewish Circle A History of a Remarkable 
Institution," in Durban Hebrew Congregation 
Fiftieth Anniversary 1884-1934, 5644-5694. 
(Durban, 1934), p.33. 

19 
HashoZom, VIII No.7 (April, 1931), 14-15. 
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meeting of all members proceeded to elect the first 

office bearers.
20 It had previously been agreed that 

the Durban Jewish Club was to be run by a Council, whose 

concern would be matters of external policy, and an 

Executive, which would have sole control of internal 

affai rs. Results of the election were as follows:-

Mr H. Hillman, Hon. President; Mr F.C. Hollander, 

Hon. Vice-President; Council: Mr C. Lyons, President; 

Mr S . Moshal, Vice-President; Messrs M. Freed, M. Lewis, 

H. Brown, M. Gevisser, H.L. Magid and H. Moss-Morris, 

Council Members . Executive: Mr M.Wolpert, Chairman; 

Mr W. Cranko, Vice-Chairman; Messrs N.E. Abrahams, 

O. Ballin, A. Blumenfeld, M. Cohen, A. Goldberg, 

E.S. Henochsberg, H. Lipinski, J. Goldman, I. Geshen, 

1. Gevisser, Mesdames S.J. Kaplan and H. Moss-Morris, 

Executive Members. 21 

Miss M. Smo was appointed Secretary and 

Mr and Mrs Charles Myer the Caretakers and Managers 

of the Club. 22 

Following upon the incorporation and absorption 

of the Durban Jewish Circle by the Durban Jewish Club 

(formerly the Durban Jewish Institute), the newly 

comp l eted horne of the Club, in Old Fort Road, was opened 

before an assembly of over 1,000 people on May 4, 1931, 

20 Ibid ., VIII No.8 (May, 1931, 
Number), 16-17. 

21 
Arnold Miller, p.32. 

22 Ib i d ., p.25. 

Club Opening 
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by Mr F.C. Hollander. Among the distinguished guests 

who attended the opening ceremony, and the lavish banquet 

that followed, were the Mayoress of Durban, Mrs A. Lamont, 

and the Deputy Mayor, Councillor J.K. Murray and 

23 
Mrs Murray. 

Long conscious of the difficulties inherent in 

gaining admission to many of the athletic and social 

clubs of the town, which were reluctant to admit Jewish 

members,24 the community derived much satisfaction from 

having a club of their own. The first year of the 

Jewish Club's existence was marked by enormous enthusiasm 

and feverish activity on the part of the Executive 

Committee and members. Shortly after the opening of 

the Club a House Committee was formed with the object of 

having a representative and responsible body to assist 

the Executive in dealing with the many duties involved 

in running the Club. The personnel of the Committee 

consisted of members who volunteered their services, and 

all members of the Executive and Council. 

The duties formerly undertaken by the Durban Jewish 

Institute, including the completion of the building, 

laying out of the grounds and the furnishing of the 

premises, were taken over by the House Committee. In 

addition the Committee was requested by the Executive 

23 
Hasholom, VIII No.8 (May, 1931, Club Opening 
Number), 6-7 and 9. 

24The Nata l Me r cury, April 29, 1931, p.16., 
April 30, 1931, p.23. 
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to supervise the house staff, to be responsible for the 

conduct of members, and to enforce compliance with the 

Club's rules and regulations. Among the matters dealt 

with by the House Committee were arrangements in respect 

of catering, the opening of ledger books, the fixing of 

prices and the ordering and purchasing of requisitories. 

To ensure greater efficiency, the House Committee sub-

d.ivided its work between two sub-committees, the 

Building and Grounds Sub-Committee and the Purchasing 

Sub-Committee. The former, in conjunction with the 

manager, held regular inspections of the building and 

attended to all matters affecting the building contract, 

whilst the Purchasing Sub-Committee, as its name 

25 
suggested, dealt with all Club purchases. 

To help popularise the Club, and to assist in its 

smooth running a Ladies' Committee, under Mrs S.J. Kaplan 

was also formed shortly after the Clubts inception. 

From an initially large committee a small working 

committee was elected to look after the daily routine of 

the Club and to assist the manageress in every possible 

26 
way. Under the direction of the Ladies' Committee 

Ladies' Club Afternoons were held every Wednesday 

27 and proved to be very popular. 

The numerous handsome gifts that were presented 

25 
Hash o lom Ros h Ha s honah Annual , IX No.1 
(September, 1931), 43. 

26 Ib i d ., 49. 

27 
Hasho l om, IX No.4 (December, 1931), 9. 



to the Club in the course of t he year by individual 

members, bore ample testimony to the pride which 

members took in their new Club.
28 

Against a background of economic depression, the 

rise of Hitler and the emergence of the anti-Semitic 
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Greyshirt Movement in South Af rica, the Club nevertheless 

enjoyed a period of growth and development during its 

formative years. This period was not entirely 

unclouded by problems. Nevertheless, on the whole, it 

was a time of achievement and considerable success. 

To provide for the functioning of the Club and the 

conducting of all the activit i es formerly associated 

with the Circle, the organisat ion of the Circle was 

continued, and where necessary, additional sub-committees 

were formed. Consequently, i n 1931 a Bar Committee 

was appointed in addition to t he existing sectional 

committees. It was responsible for organising the bar 

once a liquor licence had been secured. A Billiards 

Committee was also formed. It took charge of all the 

arrangements in connection wi th the introduction and 

inclusion of billiards in the Club. 29 
In the course of 

that same year the _Circlets collection of Jewish books 

was transferred from the Durban Municipal Library to 

form the nucleus of the Club Library, which was opened 

28 I b i d ., VI I I No. 1 0 ( Ju 1 y , 1 931 ), 20., Ib i d. , 
(October, 1931), 3., Ibid ., IX No.3 
(November, 1931), 5., Ibid ., IX No.5 
(January, 1932), 7 . 

29 I bid ., IX No.4 (December, 1931), 10. 

IX No.2 
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30 
in July. Under the direction of the Culture Section, 

and l argely through the efforts of Mr Otto Ballin and 

Dr Mi nnie Alper, the library's collection of books was 

greatly augmented, and by the end of 1935 numbered 

31 
2,300 volumes. 

On August 4, 1931 the Club's Gymnasium was 

officially opened and immediately proved to be very 

popular amongst members. Equipment that had been 

imported from En-gland was installed, and an official 

instructor was appointed, who also gave lessons in 

b ' d tl' 32 F' d 1 t oX1ng an wres 1ng. lve ays a er 

Mr Hirsch Hillman officially opened the Club's new tennis 

33 
cour t s. Although the Tennis Section of the Jewish 

Circle had, together with its parent body, been absorbed 

into the Jewish Club, a condition of the Section's 

incorporation had been that it should retain its name. 

In this way the name of the Circle Tennis Club came to 

34 
be perpetuated. 

Under the auspices of the Culture Section a Study 

Circle was started in 1931 to stimulate an interest in 

30Ibid ., VIII No.10 (July, 1931), 24. 

31 Ibid ., XIII No.3 (November, 1935), 7. 

32Ib~d., VIII N ( " 0 • 11 Au gu s t , 19 31 ), 1 9 . 

33 
Hasholom Rosh Ha s honah Annua Z, IX No.1 
(September, 1931), 51. 

34 
Hasholom, VIII No.ll (August, 1931), 2. 
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, h h' 35 JeWlS lstory. To keep its members better informed 

about contemporary Jewish matters, arrangements were 

made with the Jewish Telegraphic Agency in London, in 

April 1931, to supply news of world Jewry to the HashoLom, 

which had become the official organ of the Club.
36 

Among the activities that were first held in this 

period, and which came to be regularly included in the 

Club's programme of events, were a monthly dinner and 

card evening, first held in February 1932,37 an annual 

Purim fancy dress for children,38 an appropriate 

celebration to mark the anniversary of the Club's 

opening,39 and a soiree, which signalled the start of the 

Cl b ' t' 't' h 40 u s ac lVl les eac year. The success of the 

Club's first musical comedy The . GirL in the Taxi,41 

ensured that this type of entertainment appeared annually 

on the Dramatic Section's programme of activities. 42 

The Music Section, established in March 1932 under 

35Ibid ., 17. 

36 
HashoLom Rosh Hashon ah AnnuaL, IX No.1 
(September, 1931), 45. 

37 
HashoLom, IX No.9 (May, 1932), 5. 

38First held in March 1932 (Ibid., IX No.8 
(April, 1932), 15.) 

39First observed by a dance on May 9, 1932. 
IX No.9 (May, 1932), 21.) 

40First held in January 1932, (Ibid., IX No.6 
(February, 1932), 3.) 

41 Ibid ., IX No.ll (July, 1932), 5 and 27. 

(Ibid. , 

42 I bid ., X No.ll (July, 1933), 6-7., Ib i d., XI No.ll 
(July, 1934), 26-27., I bid ., XII No.l1 (July, 1935),6. 
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h f 'C h 43 't t the chairmans ip 0 Mr Maurlce 0 en, was an lmpor an 

sectional committee which was formed during this period. 

The Club's Orchestra, which had inspired the creation of 

this section presented a grand inaugural concert, under 

the baton of Mr David Cohen, to mark the Music Section's 

first function on June 20.
44 Thereafter the Orchestra 

performed regularly at Club theatrical presentations and 

in concerts. This section also undertook to provide 

musical programmes for musical afternoons arranged by 

the Ladies' Committee, and within a few months a Club 

quartette of lady musicians had been formed for this 

45 
purpose. 

At a general meeting, held on November 18, 1935, a 

Squash Rackets Section was formed at the Club, with 

M E J b 't f' t h ' 46 r . aco son as 1 s lrs c alrman. In contrast, 

the Golf and Cricket Sections, which had been formed in 

the days of the Circle, had been forced to cease 

functioning by the end of 1935, in consequence of the 

poor support which they received. 47 

Almost from the moment it was opened, the Club 

became the hub of Jewish activity in the town, and the 

43 
Hasholom Ros h Hashonah Annua l , X No.1 
(September, 1932), 57. 

44 
Hasholom, IX No.ll (July, 1932), 3 and 6. 

45 
Hasholom Rosh Hashonah Ann 1 X N 1 ua 1.-, o. 
(September, 1932), 57. 

46 
Hash alom, XIII No.6 (February, 1936), 24. 

47 Ibi d ., XIII No.3 (November, 1935), 10. 
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venue for meetings of different communal organisations. 

Its large hall was frequently used for important banquets 

and communal meetings, and was also widely used for 

private receptions, the first of which was held the day 

after the Club's opening, to celebrate the marriage of 

Miss Roslyn Kahn and Mr David Friedman.
48 

Within its precincts tribute was paid to 

distinguished members of the Club and the community. 

In 1933 a supper was held to mark the 80th birthday of 

49 
Mr Philip Wartski, the doyen of Durban Jewry and the 

Club's only honorary life member.
50 Two years later a 

valedictory dinner was held in honour of Mr Cecil Lyons, 

whose departure for Johannesburg deprived the entire 

51 community of a valued communal worker. At the annual 

general meeting, held at the end of 1934 Mr Lyons was 

accorded the signal honour of being elected an honorary 

vice-president, in recognition of the enormous 

contribution that he had made to the Circle~ the Jewish 

Institute and the Jewish Club. 52 
In 1935 the Club's 

other honorary vice-president, Mr F.C. Hollander was also 

honoured at a special dinner at which tribute was paid to 

48 
The Natal Mer cury , May 7, 1931, p.8. 

49 Ib i d ., January 9, 1935, p.5., Hasholom, X No.5 
(January, 1933), 3. 

50 
He was elected honorary life member in 1931. 
(A. Miller, p.32~) 

51 
Hasholom, XIII No.3 (November, 1935), p.12. 

52 Ibid ., XII No.5 (January, 1935), 6. 
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him for his contribution to the Jewish and general life 

53 of Durban. 

Honour of a different kind was paid to a Jewish 

personality associated with Durban. In consequence of 

the efforts of the Culture Section, the Durban Town 

Council decided in 1933, to name a thoroughfare adjacent 

to the Club buildings Nathaniel Isaacs Road.
54 

To 

coincide with the naming of a road in memory of Durban's 

first Jewish settler, and one of the earliest Natal 

pioneers,55 a function was held at the Club at which a 

lecture on Nathaniel Isaacs was delivered. 56 

The Jewish Club transcended the standard concept of 

a club, being far more than a place of social and 

cultural recreation. It was , in fact, involved in 

almost every branch of communal endeavour and exerted 

a major influence on the course of Jewish affairs in 

Durban. 

Having been the moving force behind the creation of 

the Durban United Talm ud Tor ah and the Jewish Communal 

53 
The -Natal Mercury, April 29, 1935, p.5. 

54 Ibid ., April 11, 1933, p.16. 

550n Nathaniel Isaacs see S.G. Cohen, A History of 
the Jews of Durban 1825 - 19 18 . Unpublished Masters 
Dissertation (University of Natal, Durban, 1977), 
pp.4-20. 

56 
The Nat a l Me r cury , April 13, 1933, p.ll. 
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Council, the Club maintained a lively interest in the 

welfare of these two bodies, on which it was officially 

57 represented. To help advance the cause of Jewish 

education, financial support was granted by the Club to 

'58 
the TaZmud Torah, whilst at the same time the policy of 

awarding bursaries to deserving pupils in Government 

schools was also continued.
59 

In terms of the will of 

the late Sol Jacobson, the Governing bodies of the Club 

and_ the President of the Hebrew Congregation were 

impowered to award a bursary to encourage the advancement 

f H b d t · 60 o e rew e uca lon. 

Owing to the prevailing economic hardships of the 

time, the Jewish Benevolent Society and the Durban Jewish 

Ladies' Guild were forced to issue a joint appeal for 

61 funds, to which the Club generously responded. It 

also continued to participate in the Joint July Ball, 

57HashoZom, X No.4 (December, 1932), 11., Ibid., XI 
No.4 (December, 1933),7., Ibi'd., XII No.4 
(December, 1934), 10., -rbid., XIII No.3 
(November, 1935), 11. On Communal Council see 
below pp.265-273. 

58Ibid ., XI No.4 (December, 1933), 7., Ibid., XII 
No.4 (December, 1934), 10. 

59Ibid ., IX No.6 (February, 1932), 3., Ibid., XI 
No.4 (December, 1933), 6., Ibid., XII No.4 
(December, 1934), 10., Ibid., XIII No.3 
(November, 1935), 11. 

60Ib ""d . , 
v XIII No.3 (November, 1935), 3. 

61Ibid ., X No.4 (December, 1932), 11., Ibid., XI 
No.4 (December, 1933), 7., Ibid., XII No.4 
(December, 1934), 10. 
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which was held under the auspices of the GUild,62 and 

together with the Guild, the Club held a charity function 

63 
in aid of The Natal Mercury Children's Camp Fund. 

The youth of the community were shown enormous 

hospitality by the Club which continued to extend its 

facilities to the Young Israel society64 and lent its 

65 
support to the Habonim and Habonot. The Zionist 

movement also received the sympathetic assistance of the 

Club and both the Durban Zionist Association and the 

Durban Women's Zionist League used the Club's facilities 

for their meetings.
66 The large hall of the Club was 

62 HashoZom Rosh Hashonah Annual, IX No.1 
(September, 1931), 59., Ibid., X No.1 
(September, 1932), 39., Hasholom, X No.11 
(July, 1933), 5., Ibid., XI No.4 (December, 1933), 
19., Ibid., XI No.11 (July, 1934), 3-4.i Ibid., XII 
No.4 (December, 1934),4., Ibid., XII No.11 
(July, 1935), 4 and 13., Ibid., XIII No.2 
(October, 1935), 11. 

63Ibid ., XII No.3 (November, 1934), 4. 

64 
Hasholom Rosh Hashonah Annual, IX No.1 
(September, 1931), 45., Ibid., X No.4 
(December, 1932),10., Ibid., XI No.4 
(December, 1933), 7., Ibid., XII No.4 
(December, 1934), 9., Ibid., XIII No.3 
(November, 1935), 11. 

65 Ibid ., XI No.4 (December, 1933), 7.~ Ibid., 
No.4 (December, 1934), 9., Ibid., XIII No.3 
(November, 1935), 11. On Habonim see below 
pp.257-260 

XII 

66 
The Durban Zionist Association held its first 
meeting at the Club in August 1931, (The Zionist 
Recor~, September 4, 1931, p.28.) and upon the 
crea~lon of the Women's Zionist League in 1934 
meetlngs were held on the Club premises (Hasholom, 
XI No.10 (June, 1934), 27.) 
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the venue 

launching 

for Zionist mass meetings
67 

and also for the 

of the Keren Hayesod campaigns.
68 

Both the 

Jewish National Fund and the Friends in Natal of the 

Hebrew University of Jerusalem were the recipients of 

69 
generous donations from Club funds. 

HashoZom had, through its editorial columns, long 

f h b C t
' 70 

urged the union 0 t e two He rew ongrega lons. In 

1935 such a union took place and was attributed by the 

President of the Durban New Hebrew Congregation to the 

efforts of Mr C. Lyons, the Club's President at the time 

of the Union. 
71 Rabbi E.M. Levy, who had strongly 

supported such a union, and who left the community 

shortly before union was attained, was prior to his 

departure for Australia, the guest of honour of a banquet 

held in the Club hall.
72 

67Including a mass meeting addressed by Rabbi Meir 
Berlin (Ibid., IX No.4 (December, 1931), 5.) and 
Dr Benzion Shein (Ibid., XII No.12 (August, 1935), 
5. ) 

68 The 1932 campaign launched by Dr Weizmann and the 
1934, launched by Mr Nahum Sokolow began with mass 
meetings in the Club Hall. (The Zionist Reoord r 
April 15, 1932, p.4., August 3, 1934, p.9.) 

69 HashoZom, XIII No.3 (November, 1935), 11. 

70 Ibid ., IV No.5 (October 15th, 1926), 8 and 10., 
Ibid., V No.4 (October, 1927), 1., Ibid., V No.5 
(November, 1927), 1., Ibid., VI No.9 (May 1, 1929) 
1-2., Ibid., XII No.10 (June, 1935), 3., Ibid., ' 
XIII No.4 (December, 1935), 2. 

71 Ibid ., XIII No.4 (December, 1935), 9. 

72 Ibid ., XII No.5 (January, 1935), 26. 
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By affiliating with the South African Jewish Board 

of Deputies, the Club reflected its desire for involvement 

in the wider Jewish community and its willingness to 

share in the affairs of South African Jewry. In 1932 ._ 

73 
it was represented at the Board's Conference and took 

particular pride in the election of its Honorary 

President, Mr Hirsch Hillman to the Presidency of the 

74 Board. At the invitation of the Governing Bodies, the 

10th Conference of the Board of Deputies was held at the 

Club from August 6-7, 1933.
75 The Club's contribution 

to the Endowment Fund of the Board of Deputies,76 and 

its endowment of a cot at the South African Jewish 

77 
Orphanage in Johannesburg, testified to the wider 

communal vision of the Club's offices. 

The turbulent times in which Jewry found itself in 

this period made mutual contact between the Jewish and 

Gent i le communities particularly important. The 

friendly relationships that were cemented between the 

Jews and other communities in Durban were in large 

measure the achievement of the Club. The weekly 

Luncheon Club offered many Gentile speakers an opportunity 

to address a Jewish audience, and through the interchange 

73 Ibid ., IX No.3 (November, 1931), 15. 

74 Ibid ., IX No.5 (January, 1932), 3. 

75 Ibid .1. XI No.4 (December, 1933), 7. 

76 Ibid . 

77 Ibid . 
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of ideas and opinions, greater understanding and mutual 

goodwill was fostered. A luncheon was given annually 

in honour of the Mayor and civic dignitaries and from 

1933 the practice of conferring honorary membership on 

f b . . t' t d 78 the Mayor fnd Mayoress 0 Dur an was 1n1 1a e . 

Foremost amongst those to whom the hospitality of the 

Club was extended were the Administrator of Natal, 

79 Mr H. Gordon wats'on, the members of the Provincial 

Council Executive,80 Vice-Admiral E.R.G.R. Evans and 

81 Mrs Evans, the Minister of Posts and Telegraphs, 

Senator Clarkson and Mrs Clarkson82 and Bishop Delaille, 

83 the Roman Catholic Bishop of Durban. Mr George 

Bernard Shaw, was one of the distinguished visitors to 

Durban who spent some time at the Jewish Club. 84 

The Club's presentation of a collection of ancient 

J . h . t th 11M . . 1 M 85 11 eW1S C01ns 0 e oca un1c1pa- useurn was a sma 

gesture which helped further strengthen the spirit of 

goodwill between Durban Jewry and the local populace. 

78Arnold Miller, p.35. 

79 
HashoZom, IX No.4 (December, 1931), 9. 

80 Ibid ., IX No.3 (November, 1931), 15. 

81 Ibid ., X No.ll (July, 1933), 19 and 2l. 

82 Ibid ., XI No.12 (August, 1934) , 25. 

83 Ibid ., XII No.8 (April, 1935), 3. 

84 b'd I ~ ., XII No.9 (May, 1935), 3., Ibid., XXIX No.3 
(November, 1950), 6-7. 

85 
HashoZom Rosh Hashonah AnnuaZ, IX No.1 
(September, 1931), 45., The Zionist Record, 
September 25, 1931, p.66. 



The Club also identified with the local citizenry 

through its donations to the Durban and District 

Community Chest86 and its presentation of a musical 

comedy in aid of the King's Jubilee Anti T.B. Fund.
87 
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Although at the end of 1935 it had a deficit on its 

capital account and there was concern for the 

deteriorating condition of the building, the Club was 

able to record an increase in membership from 630 at the 

88 89 end of 1931, to 776 at the end of 1935, and was no 

doubt greatly encouraged by the progress which it had 

made and the central part it had come to occupy in the 

life of Durban's Jewish community. 

86 
Hasholom, XI No.4 (December, 1933), 7., Ibid., XII 
No.4 (December, 1934), 10. 

87Ibid ., XII No.l1 (July, 1935), 6. 

88 Ibid ., IX No.4 (December, 1931), 10. 

89 Ibid ., XIII No.3 (November, 1935), 7. 
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CHAPTER XIII 

ZIONISM 1930 - 1935 

PHILANTHROPIC ZIONISM 

In the wake of the unrest in Palestine in 1929 the 

attention of Durban Jewry remained fixed on their 

National Homeland. Much of their energy was expended 

in seeking to assist in the building of the country. 

As in the past, only during the visits of prominent 

personalities in connection with the various drives for 

funds, did the full extent of Zionist sentiment in the 

town manifest itself, both in terms of the community's 

generosity and its attendance at related functions. 

The first distinguished visitors to come to Durban 

during this period were Dr Benzion Mossinsohn, the 

principal of the Herzlia Gymnasium in Tel Aviv, and 

Col. Josiah C. Wedgewood~ a Gentile British 

Parliamentarian, who visited the town in connection with 

the Ke~en Hayesod Campaign, in February 1930. On their 

mission to South Africa they were accompanied by 

Lord Melchett, a leading British industrialist and the 

Head of the English Zionist Federation and Chairman of 
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the Jewish Agency Council.
l During the course of their 

short stay in the town, Dr Mossinsohn and Col. Wedgwood 

attended a banquet at the Royal Hotel for leading male 

donors,2 and addressed a mass meeting at the pavilion.
3 

Mrs Wedgwood met witp the ladies of the community to 

launch the Women's Campaign, to support the Kfar Yeladim, 

the children's colony in Palestine which was the project 

of the Jewish women of South Africa.
4 

Lord Melchett 

subsequently paid a brief visit to Durban to attend to 

important business affairs, but no reception was given 

S-in his honour. At the conclusion of the campaign 

Dr Mossinsohn returned to Durban where, prior to his 

departure for Palestine, he addressed the community,6 

delivered lectures to the Durban Jewish Circle7 and the 

Young Israel Society~ and officially opened the National 

Home Fete. 9 

1 
The Natal Mercury, February 4, 1930, p.1S. 

2Ibid ., February 17, 1930, p.S. The Zionist Record, 
February 21, 1930, pp.12-13. 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

The Natal Mercury, February 17, 1930, p.9., The 
Natal Advertiser, February 17. 1930, p.S., The 
Zionist Record, February 21, 1930, p.13. 

The Natal Mercury, February 17, 1930, p.S., The 
Zionist Record, February 21, 1930, p.13. 

Hasholom, VII No.5 (March, 1930), 5. 

The Natal Mercury, May 3, 1930, p.14., The Zionist 
Record, May 16, 1930, p.30. 

Hasholom, V No.S (June, 1930), 17. 

SIbid., 22. 

9Ibid ., 24. 
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In April 1930 considerable interest was aroused 

over the proposed visit to Durban of the outspoken 

Zionist Revisionist Leader, Vladimir Jabotinsky, in the 

course of his nationwide propaganda campaign on behalf 

of his party.l0 Jabotinsky's visit to the town failed, 

however, to materialise. In the light of the 

enthusiastic reception that Jabotinsky had received in 

Cape Town and Johannesburg the cancellation of his visit 

to Durban was a great disappointment, particularly to 

his supporters and to those who were interested to hear 

him expound his ideals. 11 The Chairman of the Durban 

Zionist Association, Mr M. Freed, ascribed the 

cancellation of Jabotinsky's visit to the attitude of the 

special committee formed im Johannesburg for the purpose 

of controlling his movements. According to Mr Freed 

the Zionist Association in Durban, at the outset, entered 

into correspondence with the committee in Johannesburg, 

in order to ascertain the length of Jabotinsky's stay, 

and the date of his possible visit to Durban. In reply 

the committee informed the local Zionist Association that 

it was not certain whether Durban could be included in 

the i tinerary, but that the Association would be advised 

in due course. 

The Zionist Association considered it desirable 

that the lecture should take place at a Monday Circle 

10 Ibid ., VII No.6 (April, 1930), p.3. 

11 bOd I ~ ., VII No.7 (May, 1930), 5. 
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evening. The committee in Johannesburg, however, sent 

notification that Jabotinsky's proposed visit would begin 

ona Friday and would have to end on the following 

Monday afternoon. Furthermore, the Association was 

informed that a charge for admission would have to be 

made. The officers of the Durban Zionist Association 

thought that the charge for admission would spoil the 

possibility of a ~epresentative gathering, whilst the 

Circle did not permit a charge to be made for any 

lectures held under its aegis, and the Johannesburg 

committee was notified of these facts. Thus advised, 

Johannesburg cancelled Jabotinsky's proposed visit to 

Durban, and refused to reconsider the matter even when a 

letter was dispatched from the Zionist Association, 

offering the assurance that Jabotinsky's expenses in the 

town would be fully covered. 

In the opinion of the Chairman of the Durban Zionist 

Association the decision not to charge for admission was 

a right one, since he was sure that an insufficient 

number of people would have been willing to pay to hear 

Jabotinsky speak. Whilst seeking to justify his 

Association's standpoint, the Chairman also added that 

an appeal was to be made for the Te l Hai Fund, and that 

in view of the Kere n Hayesod Campaign, and the National 

Horne Fete, within a week of the proposed visit, his 

committee could not consider this, "as Durban's resources 
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are not unlimited."12 

Although the Durban Zionist Association, no doubt, 

felt fully justified in its stand, had the Association 

been more sympathetic to Revisionism, or truly determined 

to have Jabotinsky speak in Durban, they would have found 

an alternative time to that of the Monday Circle evening 

for Jabotinsky's address. The Association's decision, 

moreover, not to allow a fee to be charged for admission 

to the lecture, although based on what the Association's 

leadership believed to be an understanding of the 

community, was never in fact tested. Furthermore, the 

o'pposi tion to a collection being made for the Te Z Hai 

Fund,. although based on sound reasoning, may also have 

been influenced by the fact that the fund was for the 

benefit of the Revisionist Party with which the 

Association had never demonstrated any sympathy. In 

any event Durban was bypassed by Jabotinsky during his 

visit to South Africa. 

At the same time as Jabotinsky was touring the Union, 

seeking support for his goal of a Jewish State on both 

sides of the River Jordan through mass colonisation, the 

Shaw Report, drawn up by a commission sent to investigate 

the causes of the 1929 riots, and published in 1930, was 

causing much consternation in Zionist circles worldwide. 

The Report acknowledged Arab responsibility for the 

bloodshed of 1929, but claimed that the fundamental cause 

12 b °a I ~ ., VII No.10 (August, 1930), 17. 
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of the violence was Arab fears resulting from Jewish 

immigration and land purchase 13 which were, in fact, two 

of the central planks of the programme that Jabotinsky 

was trying to publicise during his South African tour. 

The publication, in October 1930 l of the Hope 

Simpson Report, on economic conditions in Palestine, at 

the same time as the British Government issued its 

statement of policy, the Passfield White Paper caused a 

further, and more vociferous, outburst of Jewish 

indignation against the course of policy adopted by the 

British Government. Although in the White Paper the 

Government declared its aim to be, "to promote the 

interests of both sections in a manner consistent with 

the obligation which the Mandate imposes ... ,,,14 the 

general impression that it created was, "that the 

building of the Jewish national home had more or less 

ended as far as Britain was concerned, its continued 

growth dependent on Arab consent."lS 

World Jewry generally, regarded the White Paper as 

a reinterpretation of the Balfour Declaration, and the 

Mandate, and felt it to be prejudicial to Jewish 

interests, and gave universal expression to its feeling 

13 
Walter Laqueur, A Hi s to ry o f Zion i sm, 
(New York, 1976), pp.490-491. 

14 
The Nata Z Mercur y , October 21, 1930, p.9. 

15. 
Walter Laqueur, p.492. 



16 
of betrayal. The indignation of Durban Jewry was 

expressed in an emotive editorial in the community 

17 
mouthpiece, the Hasholom, and in a resolution, 
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affirming the belief in the re-establishment of a Jewish 

commonwealth in Palestine, proposed by the Durban Zionist 

Association, at the 13th South African Zionist Conference 

18 in January, 1931. The local press in Durban adopted 

diametrically opposite positions over the Nhite Paper. 

The morning daily, which was strongly imperialist in 

sentiment, justified it 19 whilst its evening counterpart, 

which followed a less rigid editorial policy, described 

it as an expression of, "the bad faith of Britain.,,20 

If at the time of Jabotinsky I s tour of South Africa,. 

there was, as some local Zionist leaders believed, 

insignificant support for Zionist Revisionism in Durban, 

this situation altered radically in the period following 

the publication of the Passfield White Paper. In the 

elections in which shekel holders chose delegates to the 

17th Zionist Congress, which was held in Basle in 

June 1931, the Zionist Revisionists secured the highest 

16 Ib ';d. , d h 
v an T e Natal Mercury, October 23, 1930, 

17 

p.ll., October 24, 1930, p.14., October 25, 1930, 
p.lS. 

Hasholom, VIII No.3 (November, 1930), 2-3. 

18 The Zionist Record, J 23 193 8 anuary , 1, p.l . 

19The Natal Mercury, October 24, 1930, p.lO. 

20 The Natal Advertiser l October 27, 1930, p.8. 
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, b 21 number of votes In Dur an. This was very possibly an 

expression of local Zionist dissatisfaction with the 

leaders of the Zionist Movement, and the manner in which 

they were dealing with Britainl. for when elections were 

again held in 1933, to select delegates to Congress, 

support for Revisionism r as reflected in the voting in 

Durban, had declined very considerably.22 

In November 1931 Durban welcomed a distinguished 

Zionist emissary, the great Mizrachi leader Rabbi Meir 

B l ' 23 er In. His visit coincided with the creation of a 

Durban branch of the Mizrachi Party, whose first officers 

were Mr M.K. Rosenbach, Chairmanj the Revs. Rubin and 

M h d M Sh ' M P' d I'd 24 enac emson an essrs aplro, . lne an . Prle man. 

During his visit Rabbi Berlin addressed a mass meeting r
25 

addressed the Ladies· Committee of the Jewish Club, and 

a Club luncheon26 and visited the Hebrew Kindergarten.
27 

With unbounded enthusiasm local Jewry keenly 

awaited the visit to Durban of the former President of 

21The General Zionists polled 19, the Zeire Zion 
polled 4, and the Zionist Revisionists polled 38. 
(The Zionist Record, May 29, 1931, p.3.) 

22R ,', 1 eVlSlonlsts on y polled 9 votes as against 65 
polled by the General Zionists, the 67 polled by 
Working Palestine and 23 of Mizrachi. (Ibid., 
July 21, 1933, p.ll.) 

23 
HashoZom, IX No.4 (December, 1931), 5. 

24 Ibid . 

25 Ibid • 

26 Ibid ., 20. 

27 Ibid ., 27. 
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" Ch' W' 28 h the World Zionist Organlsatlon, Dr alm elzmann, w 0 

together with his wife Dr Vera Weizmann and Dr Alexander 

Goldstein was brought to the Union to launch the 1932 

Keren Hayesod Campaign. 

Dr Weizmann and his party arrived in Durban on 

April 8th, and on the following evening a lavish banquet 

was held in the hall of the Jewish Club.
29 

Much to the 

chagrin of the Club's Executive, some 30 people, 

including the principal guests, were taken ill after 

30 attending the banquet. The Public Health Department 

and the Government Pathologist initiated an investigation 

, t th f th 1 . t 31 h' h "t' 11 ln 0 e cause 0 e comp aln, w lC was lnl la y 

b l ' d t b t' ,,32 b t h' h e leve 0 e p omalne pOlsonlng, u w lC was 

ultimately ascribed to bacterial contamination of parts 

of the foodstuffs. 33 Notwithstanding their . 

ind.isposi tion Dr Weizmann and Dr Goldstein were able to 

address a crowded and enthusiastic mass meeting the 

following eveningr.
34 

but by the following morning they 

were both indisposed. Mrs Weizmann was even more 

seriously affected and was confined to bed for a few 

28 Ibid ., IX No.6 (February, 1932), 2-3., Ibid., IX 
No.7 (March, 1932), 2. 

29 b 'd I ~ ., IX No.9 (May, 1932)~ 2. 

30 
The Natal Advertiser, April 12, 1932, p.7. 

31 Ibid ., April 13, 1932, p.8. 

32 Ibid. , April 12, 1932, p. 7 . 

33Ibid ., April 13, 1932, p.8. 
34 The Zioni st Record, April 15, 1932, pp.4-S. 
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days. In consequence of their unfortunate illness 

the Weizmanns and Dr Goldstein were forced to abandon 

238 

their plans to visit Bloemfontein and Kimberley in 

connection with the campaign.
36 

The campaign in Durban 

nevertheless proved to be an outstanding success. 

Despite the prevailing economic hardships the initial 

canvass yielded more than £41,000.
37 

Some two months later Madame Lily Frishman, ' the 

widow of David Frishman, one of the great modern Hebrew 

writers and poets" spent a few days in Durban. The 

purpose of her visit was to make the life and works of 

her late husband more widely known among the Jewish 

community and to obtain support for the publishing of 

his complete works. In the course of her tour through 

the Union and Rhodesia, Madame Frishman found the Jewish 

communities to be most favourably disposed to her cause, 

and she left the country having attained her object~38 

In February 1933 the Jewish community of Duiban 

directed its attention to the impending Dunam Drive', 

which was dedicated to completing the redemption of the 

South African tract at the Sharon. 39 The Drive was 

launched at a mass meeting at the Jewish Club on 

35 Ibid ., p.6 

36 Ibid. 

37 Ibid ., p.5 

38 
The NataZ Mercury, June 3, 1932, p.7. 

39 Th Z· . e ~on~st Record, February 10, 1933, p.7. 
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February 14, by Mr Joseph Baratz, one of Palestine's 

bb 
. 40 

leading chalutzim and a founder of Ki utz Deganla. 

On his tour Mr Baratz was accompanied by Mr Harry Levin, 

a former South African, who was the organiser of the 

Jewish National Fund. Both in Durban and Pietermaritzburg, 

the visitors were given a rousing welcome by the Jewish 

41 
residents who responded generously to their appeal. 

The visit to Durban of the President of the World 

Zionist Organisation, Dr Nahum Sokolow, in connection 

with the 1934 Keren Hayesod Campaign" evoked a response 

equal to that which his first visit, some eight years 

42 
earlier,. had generated. Accompanied by his daughter, 

Dr Celina Sokolow and Mr Leib Jaffe/. Dr Sokolow stayed 

in Durban from July 24th-29th/. in which time he not only 

launched the campaign" but also addressed a ladies' 

meeting/., met with the youth of the community43 and was 

the guest of honour at a luncheon given by the Durban 

Jewish Club.
44 

From Durban Dr Sokolow travelled with 

Rabbi and Mrs E.M. Levy and members of the Durban Keren 

Hayesod Committee, to Pietermaritzburg r where a handsome 

sum was raised at the conclusion of the meeting 

40 Ibid ., February 17, 1933, p.17. r February 24, 1933, 
p.14. 

41 Ibid . 

42see above 4 p.10 -105. 

43 The Zionist Record, August 3, 1934, pp.9-10., 
Hasholom, XI No.12 (August, 1934), 9-11. 

44 
The Natal Mercury, July 27, 1934, p.16. 
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addressed by Dr Sokolow. 

A successful campaign on behalf of the Keren 
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Kayemeth (Jewish National Fund) was conducted throughout 

Southern Africa in 1935 by Dr Benzion Shein, of the 

Hadassah Hospital in Jerusalem.
46 From the time of his 

arrival in ·Durban on August 7, until his departure on 

August 14, Dr Shein's time was taken up with meetings 

with the adult community, the youth movements l and a 

h ' , 't b 47 th 'd t f sort excurSlon to Pletermarl z urg. In e ml s 0 

a very busy schedule, Dr Shein also took time off to 

meet with the members of the Durban Literary Group,. and 

48 
to address them on "Modern Jewish Poetry. II 

ORGANISATIONAL ZIONISM 

The visits of Zionist personalities helped to 

maintain the community's interest in Zionist affairs and 

prompted a generous outpouring of monetary assistance. 

The task of keeping Zionist consciousness alive between 

these visits, however, devolved principally on the local 

Zionist bodies. Generally these local societies 

45 The Zionist Record, August 3, 1934, p.10. 

46 The Natal Advertiser, August 7, 1935, p.10 

47Th Z' . e ~on~st Record, August 23, 1935, p.11., 
Hasholom, XII No.12 (August, 1935), 5 and 10. 

48 
The Natal Mercury, August 15, 1935, p.8. 
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received inadequate support, a situation which was 

attributed in part to abysmal ignorance of a large 

proportion of the community on the subject of Zionism.
49 

In the forefront of Zionist endeavour in Durban was 

the local Zionist Association,. which in 1929 numbered 150 

50 
members. Wl'th th t' f I ' t 51 th e crea lon 0 a women s SOCle y e 

Association reverted to its original status as an all 

" male body, and it worked in close co-operation with the 

Zionist women. Although the principal Zionist body in 

the town, the Association continued to be plagued by 

phases of inactivity and the problem of inadequate 

52 
support. Functions arranged by the Association were 

49 
HashoZom, XII No.12 (August, 1935), 2-3. 

50The .South Af~ica~ Jewish Year Book~ Directory of 
Jew~sh Organ~sat~ons and Who's Who in South African 
Jewry 1929~ 5689-90. Editor Morris de Saxe 
Associate Editor I.M. Goodman, Published by fhe 
South African Jewish Historical SOCiety, 
P.O. Box 2711, Johannesburg (Johannesburg, 1929), 
p. 289. 

51HashoZom,XI No.2 (October, 1933), 23. 
below p.247. 

See 

52Th z' , e ~on~st Record, September II, 1931, p.l07.r. 
June 24, 1932, p. 26., October 211. 1932, p. 23. , 
November 16, 1934, p.28. 
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53 
few, though generally varied and successful, and the 

Association tended to direct its attention principally 

to National Fund work 54 and the collection of Shekels.
55 

Support for the Jewish National Fund was generally 

disappointing in Durban. Until the visit of Joseph 

Baratz in connection with the conclusion of the Dunam 

Drive, beginning in 1929, Durban fa ired poorly in 

reaching its quota of £11.000 per annum towards meeting 

the pledges made by South African Jewry. Although in 

1930 it raised £1,295,56 in the following two years it 

53They included a Purim social, (Ibid., 
April 4, 1930, p.30.) Herzl Memorial Meeting, 
(Ibid., September 4, 1931, p.28.) Herzl Yahrtzeit 
service, in conjunction with the Durban Hebrew 
Congregation, (Ibid., July 29, 1932, p.24.) a 
lecture by Mr J. Bahr, a member of the South 
African Zionist Federation, (Ibid., August 261. 1932, 
p. 30.) a talk by Mr L. B raudo, the chairman of the 
South African Zionist Federation (Ibid., 
December 16, 1932, p.10.) and a Bialik Memorial 
Evening, held in conjunction with the Culture 
Section of the Jewish Club (Hasholom" XI No.12 
(August, -1934), 24.) 

54 Its major achievement on behalf of the Fund was the 
National Home Fete, held on May 6, 1930. (Ibid.,­
May 16, 1930, p.30.) See also The Natal Mercury" 
January 27, 1930, p.10., Hasholom, VII No.4 
(February, 1930), 15., Ibid., VII No.5 
(March, 1930), 24., Ibid., VII No.6 (April, 1930), 
22., The Zionist Record,. December 20,. 19291.' p.26." 
Hasholom, VII No.7 (May, 1930), 28., Ibid." VII No.8 
(June, 1930), 24. In 1932 a similar fete was 
held for the benefit of the National Fund and the 
Durban United Talmud Torah,. (The Zionist Record, 
August 12, 1932, p.23.) 

55 Ibid ., September 11, 1931, p.107., Hasholom Rosh 
Hashonah Annual, XIV No.1 (September, 1936)1. 75. 

56 Th Z' • e ~on~st Record, January 9, 1931, p.18. 
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raised £219 lOs 3d57 and £333 ISs 9d
58 

respectively. 

The sale of Shekels fluctuated considerably too, varying 

from year to year depending on the effectiveness of the 

Shekel campaign. 59 The Association also represented the 

. 60 d community at local Zionist Conferences, and supervise 

the holding of elections among Shekel holders to choose 

61 
delegates to the International Zionist Congresses. 

57 Ibid ., June 17, 1932, p.26. 

58 Ibid ., May 19, 1933, p.18. 

59 In 1930 331 shekels were sold, (Ibid., 
June 24, 1932, p.27.) in 1931 330 shekels were sold, 
(Ibid.) in 1932 only 221 shekels were sold. 
(Ibid.) 356 were sold in 1933, (Ibid., 
June 12, 1936, p.32.) 280 she kel s were sold in 
1934, (Ibid.) and 352 shekels were sold in 1935 
(Ibid. ) 

60M. Stone and G. Tellem were the Durban Zionist 
Association delegates to the 13th South African 
Zionist Conference held in Cape Town in 
January 1931_ (Ib id ., January 23, 1931, p.9.) 
J. Janower ·and H. Kallenbach represented the 
Association at the 14th South African Zionist 
Conference in Kimberley in May 1933 (Ibid., 
June 2, 1933, p.12.) and A. Rubens and L. Ruben 
attended the 15th South African Zionist Conference 
in Bloemfontein in May-June 1935 as delegates from 
the Durban Zionist Association (Ibid. t 
Ju ne 6, 1 935 r p. 6 . ) 

61 In the election held on May 17, 1931~ to choose 
delegates to the 17th Zionist Congress, held in 
Basle in June 1931, the General Zionists won 19 
votes, Zei re Zion won 4 votes~ and the Zionist 
Revisionists 38 votes. (Ibid., May 29, 1931, p.3.) 
Only 61 out of a total of 331 shekel holders voted. 
(Ibid., June 24, 1932 , p.27.) In the election of 
July 2 to choose delegates to the 18th Zionist 
Congress, which was held in Prague in 
August-September 1933, the General Zionists polled 
65 votes, the Revisionists 9, Working Palestine 67, 
and Mizrachi 23. 164Voters thus went to the polls 
(Ibid., July 21, 1933, p.11.) out of a potential 345 
shekel holders. (Ib id ., April 24, 1933, p.20.) 
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An offshoot of the Durban Zionist Association, the 

Hebrew Speaking Circle, Agudath Sefateinu, continued to 

enjoy considerable success during 1930, providing its 

f ' 'f t' 62 members with a variety 0 lnterestlng unc lons. In 

the course of the year the Circle's membership, which 

had, since its inception, been made up primarily of older 

members of the community who had enjoyed a sound Hebrew 

education in their youth, was altered by the influx of a 

number of young Palestinians to Durban.
63 

These former 

chaZutzim entered into the work of the Agudath Sefateinu 

with a spirit of enthusiasm, considerably strengthening 

th C ' 1 d th f 't t' 't' 64 , e lrc e an e scope 0 1 S ac lVl les. In Vlew 

of its augmented numbers, the Circle's demise is all the 

more surprising, though possibly attributable to the 

departure of the Palestinian members, and little is heard 

of the Agudath Sefateinu after 1930, apart from a 

Memorial Meeting for Herzl, held together with the Durban 

Zionist Association in July 1931. 65 

A Hebrew Speaking Circle" conducted by Mr Klachko,. 

62Including a debate on "The Reasons for the 
ChaZutzim, having left Palestine," (Ibid., 
February 7, 1930, p.25.) lectures on "Occultism" 
by Mr J. Blumenthal, (Ibid., May 30,1930, p.24.) 
A Herzl Memorial Meeting" (Ibid., July 25, 1930, 
p.25.) an address by Mr J. Levitan, of the 
Johannesburg Hebrew Speaking Circle (Ibid., 
August 22, 1930, p.24.) and a Simchat Torah 
celebration. (Ibid., October 31, 1930, p.38.) 

63 Ibid ., . February 7, 1930, p.25., May 30, 1930" p.24.,. 
August 22, 1930, p.24. 

64Ib~d., A t 22 9 ° ~ ugus ,1 3 , p.24. 

65 Ibid ., September 4, 1931, p.28. 
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the principal of the United TaZ mud Torah, was 

re-established in Durban in 1935 through the efforts of 

the Herzlia Groups. The first Herzlia Group in Durban 

was started during the Dun am Drive of February 1933, 

through the inspiration of Mr Harry Levin, one of the 

personalities who toured the country in the interests of 

the Drive. Made up of young adults" it was modelled on 

a similarly named group which had been formed in 

Johannesburg in 1932. 66 The group was formed "for the 

purpose of studying the history of Zionism and to serve 

as a training ground for future leaders of Zionism.,,67 

Towards that end, each member of the group presented a 

paper on a phase of Jewish history at one of the Herzlia 

evenings, which took place at member's homes twice a 

month. 68 

The success which the Herzlia Group met with in 

Durban prompted the formation of a Herzlia Group No.2,. 

in September 1933,69 and the practicality of beginning 

a Junior Herzlia, for people under 19 years of age, was 

1 f 11 ' t' t d 70 b t d a so u y 1nves 19a e I. u never acte upon. The 

enthusiasm generated by the members of the Herzlia Groups 

was infectious, prompting the creation of yet a third 

66 HashoZom, X No.7 (March, 1933), 3 

67 Ib i d. 

68 Ibid ., X No.12 (August, 1933), 15. 

69 Ibid ., d b an I i d ., XI No.2 (October, 1933), 24. 

70 Ibi d ., X No.12 (August, 1933), 15. 
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Group under the guidance of Messrs D. Friedman and 

H.D. Freed, during 1934. Plans were also mooted for the 

establishment of a fourth Group as soon as sufficient 

71 
numbers warranted such a step. The progress of the 

Durban Herzlia Groups was watched with keen interest by 

the members of the adult Zionist bodies, who were 

encouraged that in Durban, where Zionist commitment had 

never been strong, more than 40 young people were 

d h .. t o , t 72 intensely committe to a sp ere of Zlonlst ac lVl y. 

The progress which was made by the Herzlia Groups 

did not, however, endure for very long f.' and from the end 

of 1934 their strength began to wane, one group in fact 

disbanding early in 1935.
73 

This reduction in the 

momentum established by the groups was in no way the 

fault of the Group's members, whose enthusiasm remained 

unchanged. Rather, it would appear, that the original 

policy of strictly limiting the membership of each group 

was unsound. For, when members of a group were forced, 

through extraneous circumstances such as marriage, to 

leave a group, the work of preparing the regular papers 

every fortnight had to be borne by the remaining members 

of each group. As many of the group members were also 

extremely active in the different sections of the Jewish 

Club, it meant that they were not always able to prepare 

71 
HashoZom Rosh Has honah AnnuaZ, XII No.1 
(September, 1934), 82. 

72 Ibid • 

7 3Ib"od., 
v XIII No.1 (September, 1935), 89. 
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the papers around which the Herzlia meetings were based. 

Whilst the Herzlia Groups do not appear to have survived 

beyond December 1935 their incalcating of Jewish 

consciousness and Jewish values, and their kindling of a 

spirit of enquiry amongst their members were regarded as 

adequate justification for their brief existence.
74 

Far more enduring than the Herzlia Groups was the 

Durban Women's Zionist League, which came into being as 

the result of a meeting convened by Mrs A. Lieberman, at 

the residence of Mrs Aaron Kaplan, on October 5th 1933. 

"The idea was to popularise Zionism l more particularly 

amongst the women of Durban, and to spread a more cultural 

concept of what Zionism requires of the Jewish woman.,,75 

Similar women's groups were already flourishing in other 

parts of the Union and the women Zionists of Durban were 

keen to bring the town into line with the rest of the 

country. 

Although earlier attempts to form separate Zionist 

societies for women in Durban had ended in failure,. the 

League met with considerable success and support from the 

time of its inception. This may, in no small measure, 

have been due to the decision taken by the ladies of the 

League's innaugural meeting, to affiliate with the 

Women's Zionist Council of South Africa and the South 

74 Ibid • 

75"Durban Women's Zionist League" in Durban He brew 
Congregation Fi fti eth Annive rsary 1884 -193 4, 
564 4 -569 4 . (Durban, 1934), p.24. 
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d . 76 
African Zionist Fe eratlon. They thereby became part 

of a national body and were therefore better able to 

withstand the pressures which had brought about the 

demise of their predecessors. Of considerable importance 

too, were the world pressures on the Jewish people and 

the universal upsurge in anti-semitism at this time, 

which no doubt also stimulated a greater interest in 

matters Zionist. 

At their historic first meeting the League's 

founders elected the following office bearers:-

Mrs E.M. Levy, President; Mrs M. Freed, Vice-President; 

Mrs A. Kaplan, Hon. Treasurer; Mrs M. Duchen, Hon. 

Secretary; Mesdames J. Fisher, A. Goldberg" C. Israel, 

D. Kentridge, A. Lieberman, H. Moss-Morris, L. Shapiro 

and M. Wolpert, Committee. 77 

The League strove to achieve its aim of promoting 

Zionism through meetings and practical work, and to this 

end monthly meetings were arranged at which talks on 

Zionist and Jewish topics were presented. This pattern 

was established at its first meeting at which 

Mrs E.M. Levy presented a paper on "The Value of Zionism 

in the Home."78 Thereafter members of the League, or 

distinguished visitors, addressed the ladies at their 

meetings, which were generally held at the Durban Jewish 

76 Th z · . 
e ~ on ~ st Re c or d , December 22, 1933, p.34. 

77 
Hasho Zom, XI No.2 (October, 1933), 23. 

78 Ibi d . 
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Club . 79 In its first year of existence the League laid 

the groundwork for its future practical activities by 

80 taking up National Fund work, and by playing a leading 

d C 
. 81 

role in arranging the Women~s Keren Hayeso ampalgn. 

Early in 1935, the League inaugurated Reading and 

Sewing Circles, which evoked much interest. Six circles 

were formed, each led by two members of the Committee and 

meetings were held at fortnightly intervals at different 

82 
venues. During these meetings papers and books of 

Jewish interest were read and discussed, whilst garments 

were made for the creches and kindergartens maintained 

in Palestine by the WIZO (Women's International Zionist 

79 In the first year of its existence members of the 
League heard Mrs A. Lieberman speak on "Women's Work 
in Palestine," (Ibid., XI No.3 (November, 1933), 
23.) Mrs C.I. Israel read a paper on "Jewish 
Religion in the Horne," which was illustrated by 
the singing of the Rev. Menachemson, (Ibid., XI 
No.10 (June, 1934), 27.), Mrs Shapiro speak on her 
travels in Palestine, (Hasholom Rosh Hashonah Annual, 
XII No.1 (September, 1934), 81.) Mrs Galgut sing 
Hebrew songs (Ibid.) and Mrs L. Ruben read a paper 
prepared by Mrs Greenberg on Palestine (The Zionist 
Record, November 30, 1934, p.37.) 

80The League raised money for the purchase of a grove 
of trees in its name in the Herzl Forest to mark 
Arbor Day. (HashoZom Rosh Hashonah Annual, XII 
No.1 (September, 1934), 81.) The money for this 
project was raised principally through the efforts 
of individual members of the League. (The Zionist 
Record, October 26,. 1934, p.29.,. November 30" 1934, 
p.37.) 

81 
Hasholom Rosh Hashonah Annual, XII No.1 
(September, 1934), 81. 

82 Th Z' . e ~on~st Record, AprilS, 1935, p.35. 
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organisation),83 with which the League was affiliated. 

The enthusiasm which heralded the League's 

inception, and which was reflected in its rapid growth 

with i n its first year to more than 127,84 testified to 

the need which the League filled in the life of Jewish 

women of the town. Its subsequent development, both in 

terms of numbers and activities, was a reflection of the 

League's growing popularity and importance within the 

community. 

The Durban Young Israel Society had, by 1930, 

notwi thstanding times of meagre support and scant 

enthusiasm, grown into a very active body, which numbered 

85 86 100 members, from 13 to 18 years of age. For the 

benefit of its members it provided a full programme of 

83 
HashoZom Rosh Hashonah AnnuaZ, XIII No.1 
(September, 1935), 87 and 89. 

84 Ibid ., XII No.1 (September, 1934), 81. 

85 Ibid ., VIII No.1 (September, 1930), 51. 

86 
HashoZom XVIII No.8 (May, 1931, Club Opening 
Number), 32., HashoZom Rosh Hashonah AnnuaZ, X 
No.1 (September, 1932), 65. 



cultura187 and social activities88 and drew them into 

87Including debates, (HashoZom, VII No.5 
(March, 1930), 24., Ibid., VIII No.2 
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(October, 1930), 23., Ibid., VIII No.7 (April, 1931), 
21., Ibid., X No.2 (October, 1932), 18., Ibid., X 
No.4 (December, 1932), 23., Ibid., XI No.10 
(June, 1934), 27., Ibid.1. XII No.10 (June, 1935), 
30, Ibid., XII No.ll (July, 1935), 22.) lectures, 
(Ibid., VII No.9 (July, 1930), 28., Ibid., VIII 
No.4 (December, 1930)1. 24., Ibid., VIII No.6 
(March, 1931), 23., Ibid.,. IX No.3 (November, 1931), 
27., Ibid., IX No.4 (December,. 1931),23., Ibid., 
IX No.9 (May, 1932)1.' 23., Ibid. r X No.2 
(October, 1932), 18.1.' Ibid., X No.3 (November, 1932),. 
19., Ibid., X No.7 (March, 1933), 21., Ibid., X 
No.8 (April, 1933),. 17., Ibid., X No.10 
(20th June, 1933), 24.1.' Ibid. r XI No.6 
(February, 1934)1.' 27., Ibid. r XI No.7 (MarchI.' lQ34), 
27., Ibid., XI No.10 (June, 1934), 27., Ibid." XII 
No.7 (March, 1935), 25. r Ibid." XIII No.2 
(OctoberI.' 1935), 22.1.' Ibid. r XIII No.3 
(November, 1935), 22-23.), a mock trial, (Ibid .. f.' 
VIII No.6 (March, 1931)1.' 23.) career evening (Ibid., 
and Ibid., VIII No.9 (June" 1931), 23.) and play 
readings. (Ibid. f.' VIII No.4 (December, 1930),. 24.,. 
Ibid., IX No.5 (January, 1932)" 23., Ibid., X No.7 
(MarchI.' 1933), 21., Ibid., X No.10 
(20th June, 1933), 24., Ibid., XI No.9 (May,. 1934), 
26., Ibid." XII No.10 (June, 1935), 30.) and book 
teas (Ibid' r VIII No.2 (October, 1930),. 23-24., 
Ibid.~ VIII No.6 (March, 1931), 13., Ibid., VIII 
No.2 (October , 1932),. 18.) 

88Including a gramaphone recital, (Ibid., VII No.5 
(March, 1930), 24.) film evenings, (Ibid., VIII No.2 
(October, 1930), 24.,. Ibid., IX No.3 
(November, 1931), 27., Ibid~, X No.6 
(February, 1933),. 23.,. Ibid. , X No.7 
(March,. 1933), 21., Ibid.,. XII No.6 (February, 1935), 
26.) parties (Ibid., VIII No.7 (April, 1931), 21., 
Ibid., VIII No.9 (June, 1931), 23., Ibid., IX No.12 
(August, 1932) " 17.) and dances (Ibi d .; VIII No.7 
(April, 1931), 21., Ibid., IX No.12 (August, 1932), 
17., Ibid., XI No.12 (August!. 1934),, 27., Ibid.,. 
XII No.ll (July, - 1935),. 22.) The Society also had 
an active Tennis Section, which was formed early 
in 1930 (Ibid. 1. VII No.7 . (May, 1930)1.' 26.) 
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1 , 1 t 89 1" various avenues of communa lnvo vemen, re 19lOUS 

affairs 90 and Zionist endeavour.
91 Yet for all its 

activity, and despite the success that it enjoyed, it 

89Including assisting at the July Ball, held on 
behalf of the combined Jewish charities, (Hasholom 
Rosh Hashonah Annual, VIII No.1 (September, 1930), 
51., Ibid., IX No.1 (September, 1931), 44.) and 
helping with a collection for the Jewish Benevolent 
Society (Hasholom, XII No.8 (April, 1935), 27.) 
The Society also held functions to help raise funds 
for the Durban United Talmud Torah. (Ibid., VII 
No.10 (August, 1930), 28., Ibid., VIII No.2 
(October, 1930), 24., Ibid., X No.4 
(December, 1932), 23., Ibid., XI No.8 (April, 1934), 
27. ) . 

90The members participated in two Ongei Shabbat, 
(Hasholom Rosh Hashonah Annual, VIII No.1 
(September, 1930), 51., Hasholom, X No.3 
(November, 1932), 19.) held a concert to mark the 
Purim holiday, (Ibid., VIII No.7 (April, 1931),21.) 
and a Pesach function, (Ibid., XI No.8 
(April, 1934), 27.)conducted High Holida¥ Services 
for the youth. (Ibid., XIII No.3 (November, 1935), 
22-23.) and celebrated Sukkot in the Synagogue's 
Sukkah. (Ibid.) 

91The Society assisted at the National Fund Fete, in 
May 1930., (Hasholom Rosh Hashonah Annual, VII No.1 
(September, 1930), 51.) aided National Fund 
collections (Hasholom, XII No.8 (April, 1935), 27.) 
and shekel drives, (Ibid.) contributed towards the 
Palestin.e Uni versi ty Bursary Scheme" (Has ho lom Rosh 
Hashonah Annual, XVIII No.1 (September, 1930), 51.) 
and he 1930 and 1934 Keren Hayesod Campaigns 
(Hasholom,. XVII No.7 (May, 1930)". 26., Ibid., XII 
No.8 (April, 1935), 27.) and the 1935 J.N.F. 
campaign (Hasho lom Rosh Hashonah Annua l" XIII No.1 
(September, 1935), 90. The Society was also 
represented at the biennial South African Zionist 
Conferences. In 1931 its delegate was 
Miss P. Greenstein. (The Zionist Record, 
January 23, 1931, p.9.) In 1933 it was 
represented by Miss M. Freed (Ibid., 
(June 2, 1933, p.12.) and in 1935 Mr J. Sklarchik 
represented the Society. (Ibid." June 6, 1935, 
p.6). In 1935 the Society was also represented 
at the South African Zionist Youth Conference. 
(Hasholom Rosh Hashonah Annual , XIII No.1 
( September, 1935)" 8 9 . ) 
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was hampered by a lack of interest on the part of a 

section of the youth eligible for membership, and by 

92 
inadequate support from parents. For all this, the 

Society continued to function with varying degrees of 

success. During the presidency of Miss M. Freed the 

Society in 1930, formed a Jewish Study Circle to augment 

, d ' I 93 1tS e ucat10na programme. Under Mr M. Goldberg, who 

became President in November 1930,94 the Society began 

ubI ' h"t ' 95 d I 'bl p 1S 1ng 1 sown magaz1ne, an was a so respons1 e 

for setting up a branch of Young Israel in Vryheid in 

Northern Natal.
96 

Troubled by difficulties in seeking 

to maintain the interest of its me_mbers,.97 the Society, 

which had always enjoyed the support and encouragement of 

the Durban Jewish Circle, found itself affected by the 

opening of the Jewish Club, in May 1932. Many of the 

Society's members were over 18 years of age, and they 

enrolled as junior members of the Club~, and generally 

showed little interest thereafter in the affairs of the 

Young Israel Movement. 98 

92 
Hasholom, VIII No.7 (April, 1931), 6. 

93 b'd I ~ , VII No.5 (March, 1930),26., Ibid., IX No.10 
(June, 1932), 22. 

94 Ibid ., VIII No.3 (November, 1930), 25 and 28. 

95 Ibid ., VIII No.7 (April, 1931), 21. 

96 Th Z' . e ~on ~ st Re cor d , September 11, 1931, p.l08. 
97 

Hasho l om, IX No.9 (May, 1932), 23. 
98 

Hasholom Ros h Hash onah Annual , X No.1 
(September, 1932), 65. 
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In November 1932, in an effort to reawaken the 

enthusiasm of its members, the committee divided the 

Society into four houses, namely,. Balfour, Nordau, Herzl 

and Wolffsohn, each with its captain and vice-captain. 

All future functions were planned as inter-house 

competitions. 99 This step failed to revive interest in 

the Society,100 which had only 100, of the 260 eligible 

h 11 d ' 't k 101 yout s enro e 1n 1 s ran s. To remedy this state 

of affairs a membership drive was launched and 34 new 

b - 1' t d 102 mem ers en 1S e • A major stumbling block in the 

effective running of the Society was the difference in 

age between members, and in an attempt to overcome this 

problem the committee decided to hold alternate 

functions for junior and senior members.l0~ This failed 

to solve the problem caused by the diversity of ages, 

for junior members patronised all functions and seniors 

were attracted tonone.
104 

The apathy of the senior body 

in turn affected the Committee, and was ultimately felt 

throughout the Movement. 

In the midst of all its difficulties the Society 

observed the tenth anniversary of its founding on 

99 
Hasholom, X No.4 (December, 1932), 23. 

100 Ibid ., X No.5 (January, 1933), 22. 

101Ib~d., X No.6 ( v February, 1933), 23. 

102 Ibid ., X No.7 (March, 1933), 21. 

103Ibid ., X No.8 (April, 1933), 17. 

104 
Hasholom Rosh Has honah Annual, XI No.1 
(September, 1933), 71. 
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June 24, 1933, with a suitably appropriate programme of 

105 
events which marked Young Israel week in Durban. 

106 
Threatened with imminent closure, the Committee of the 

Society took their situation in hand and worked to 

rectify matters. Several changes were initiated, 

beginning with a reduction in subscriptions, to 6d for 

as long as functions were held twice monthly instead of 

weekly. mb h 1 . d 1 07 d th .. Me ers ip was a so reVlve an e mlnlmum 

age of members was raised to fifteen.
108 

1934 Saw the Young Israel Society take on a new 

lease of life, under the direction of Miss M. Freed and 

later Mr Goldberg, who were supported by enthusiastic 

committee members and workers. 109 In the following year 

even greater progress and achievement was recorded,110 

possibly, in part, indirectly due to the increased 

pressure being brought to bare on Jewish communities in 

Europe, and to a lesser extent within 'the Union ' as well. 

With the upsurge in interest in the Society, a Sunday 

Luncheon Club, modelled on the Jewish Club luncheons, 

. todd III .. d was ln r uce, a Zlonlst stu y circle and Hebrew 

105 Hasholom, X No.10 (20th June, 1933), 24. 

1 06 Ib ~. d • , 8 ( v XI No. April, 1934), 26. 

107 Ibid ., XI No.2 (October, 1933), 23. 

108 
Hasholom Rosh Hashonah Annual, XII No.1 
(September, 1934), 82. 

109 Ibid • 

110 Ibid ., XIII No.1 (September, 1935)" 89. 

III 
Hasholom, XII No.9 (May, 1935), 27. 
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. 112 singing classes were lnaugurated and the nucleus of a 

Zionist library was formed. 113 

Fittingly, in a year characterised by growth and 

expansion, the Durban Young Israel Society celebrated the 

thirteenth anniversary of its establishment with a week 

of Barmitzvah celebrations. The programme of activities 

in connection with this event included a celebratory 

dinner, attended by Mr Kirschner, the Chairman of the 

South African Zionist Federation; Mr A. Abrahamson, the 

Secretary-organiser of the South African Zionist Youth 

Council, and representatives of all local Jewish communal 

institutions. Other activities included a special Youth 

Sabbath at the st Andrew's Street Synagogue, an "At Home" 

given to Mr Abrahamson, a tennis tournament, a 

Herzl-Bialik Memorial evening,. a Barmitzvah Novelty Ball, 

given in conjunction with the Club, and a concert. l14 

The celebrations aroused enormous interest within the 

community, in the work of the Young Israel Society, and 

inspired the members of the Society to strive with 

increased diligence and commitment for the aims and ideals 

espoused by their Movement. 

Unlike the Young Israel Society, the Natal Young 

Israel Central Executive Council was unable to weather 

the difficult times which the organisation experienced 

112 
Hasholom Rosh Hashonah Annual, XIII No.1 
(September, 1935), 89. 

113 
Hasholom, XIII No.3 (November, 1935), 22. 

114 boa 
.I -z. ., X I I No.1 2 (Au gu s t, 1 93 5), 2 6 - 2 7 . 
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in Durban l in 1932, and 1933, and in March 1933 it was 

superceded by the Natal Zionist Youth Executive.
115 

The 

new body aimed to take over the work of co-ordinating and 

centralising the activities of the individual youth 

societies in the Province Following discussions with 
/ 

Mr I. Dunsky, the Organising Secretary of the South 

African Zionist Youth Council t a special revival 

campaign was held in Natal. Steps were taken by the 

Executive to institute a Zionist Youth Society in Durban 

to cater for all those over the age of eighteen years,as 

the Durban Young Israel Society tended to cater for 

116 
younger people. The new Society was intended to 

, 

enable members within its ranks to carry out a definite 

portion of the Zionist activities of the town. 117 The 

enthusiasm which heralded its founding testified to the 

communal recognition of the need for such a body, but 

sadly its early history was clouded by relative inactivity. 

The Society more or less continued to be sustained by 

its most committed members and in 1935 undertook, lito 

continue to make every effort to attract the Durban 

you th. II 118 

In July 1933, whilst support for the existing Zionist 

youth society in Durban was at a low ebb, steps were 

115Th Z·· d e ~on~st Recor l April 7, 1933, p.12. 

11 6 Ib ". d • , 9 ~ May 1 I 1933, p.21. 

117 Ibid ., April 7, 1933, p.12. 

118 
HashoZom, XV No.4 (December, 1935), 31. 
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taken to launch the Habonim movement in Natal.
119 

The 

first Habonim group in South Africa, had been started 

two years earlier in Johannesburg by Mr Norman Lourie, 

h h ' 120 
and had rapidly spread throug out t e Unlon. The 

attempt to form a Habonim group in Durban was met with 

considerable opposition from people who, regarded it, 

notwithstanding assurances to the contrary, as an 

h h d ' f h 1 S 't 121 encroac ment on t e omaln 0 t e Young Israe OCle y. 

The opposition of Habonim's critics was, however, 

largely unfounded for whilst the Young Israel Society 

catered for those above 15 years of age, Habonim's 

members were younger than 16 and thus inelligible,. by 

virtue of their age, from entering the ranks of the 

Young Israel Society. The first Habonim Gedud, with 

Moey Goldberg at the helm, was nevertheless 

established. 122 Not entirely unlike the Boy Scout 

Movement, in terms of structure and activities, Habonim 

also sought to develop an increased interest in the 

Jewish National Home and in things Jewish. Parental 

support for the Movement was initially tardy123 but the 

119 
Moey Goldberg, "Development and Work of the Friends 
of Habonim, " in Habonim Twenty Fifth Anniversary, 
1933-1958 (Durban, 1958), p.12. 

120G'd h' , 
1 eon S lmonl, Jews and Zionism: The South 

Town, 1980), 

121 

African Experience 1910-1967 (Cape 
p.31. 

HashoZom, XIV No.2 (Jctober, 1936), 11. 

122Ibid . 

123 Ib "'d. , 
v XI No.3 (November, 1933), 13. 
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meetings of the Habonim, at the Jewish Club, gradually 

attracted increased numbers of Jewish boys to its ranks. 

At the same time plans were formulated for the creation 

of a Habonot Gedud for girls. This gedud, named Beth 

Alpha, and first led by Muriel Freed, was started in 

mb 9 3 3 ' th b h ' f 35 'l 1 24 
Nove er, 1 w~ a mem ers ~p 0 g~r s. The 

Habonim and Habonot groups were not long in taking firm 

root in the town, although their numbers were initially 

125 
somewhat small. Through the fete that they gave in 

126 aid of the Palestine Kindergarten for German Refugees, 

the publicity caused by the visit to their meetings of 

127 
the Zionist leader Nahum Sokolow, their assistance at 

J 'h Cl b f t' 128 th ' , th D d ew~s u unc ~ons, e~r success ~n e ecorate 

Car Competition in connection with King George V's Silver 

Jubilee 129 and their assistance at the communal picnic,130 

they came to be known to a wide section of the Jewish 

community. 

By mid-1935 the organisation numbered 110 children, 

distributed between 3 Habonim gedudim and two gedudim of 

124 
Hasholom Rosh Hashonah Annual, XII No.1 
(September, 1934), 81. 

125Th ZOO e ~on~st Record, April 5, 1935, p.35. 

126 
Hasholom Rosh Hashonah Annual, XII No.1 
(September, 1934), 81. 

127 Ibid., 82. 

128 
Hasholom, XII No.7 (April, 1935), 19. 

129 bOd I ~ ., XII No.9 (May, 1935), 21. 

130 
Hasholom Rosh Hashonah Annual, XIII No.1 
(September, 1935), 90. 
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Habonot,131 with David Melmed as its first Bak oach. 132 

To help the Movement overcome the problems which 

inevitably arose as it was developing, a Lay Committee, 

consisting of representatives of various communal 

organisations, together with the Bak oa ch and senior 

officers, was formed under t he chairmanship of 

Mr Jack Rubin. 133 Through the Lay Committee, Habon i m 

was brought to the notice of t he town's Jewish residents. 

The Committee also assumed control of the cultural and 

financial aspects of the Movement and gave general 

direction to the Movement in Natal.
134 

Habonim saw itself principally as a cultural 

movement, and with Zionism as its rais on d 'e t re it placed 

great emphasis on- Jewish history and Palestine in its 

programme, which also included Hebrew music, songs, games, 

general knowledge, discipline and character building. 135 

Relations between Habo nim and the Young Israel 

Society were characterised by a spirit of cordiality and 

co-operation reflected in Haboni m's attendance at a Young 

I 1 1 d · 136 h f srae P ay rea lng, t e presence 0 members of Young 

131 Ibid . 

132 
Hasholom, XIV No.2 (October, 1936), 11. 

133 

134 

Moey Goldberg, "Development and Work of the Friends 
of Habonim," p.12. 

Has ho l om Ros h Ha s honah Annual , XIII No.1 
(September, 1935), 90. 

135Ib id . 

136 
Ha sh olom, XI No.6 (February, 1934), 26-27. 
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137 
Israel at the song lessons and initiation ceremony of 

, 138 d h t" t' b b f th Habon~m, an t e par 1c1pa 10n y mem ers 0 e 

Habonim in the concert given to mark the thirteenth 

anniversary of the establishment of the Young Israel 

. b ;n July 1935. 139 
Society 1n Dur an, ~ 

Associated with the Zionist life of the town r by 

virtue of their association with Palestine and with 

things Jewish, were two very different organisations. 

The first was a branch of the Maccabi movement and the 

second a branch of the Friends of the Hebrew University 

of Jerusalem. 

The Maccabi Club in Durban was formed early in 1930, 

largely through the efforts of Mr Z. Labock, ostensibly 

"to promote physical culture and sport amongst the Jewish 

140 
youth of Durban." The new club was a branch of the 

Maccabi World Organisation, which had been created at the 

Twelfth Zionist Congress in Karlsbad in 1921. 141 

Initially the Durban Maccabi met every Sunday morning on 

the beach and on Wednesday evenings its members practised 

exercises on the grounds adjoining the St. Andrew~s Street 

Synagogue. 142 

137 Ibid ., XI No.7 (March, 1934), 27. 

138 Ib "'d., XI N 11 ( 1 v 0 . Ju Y 1 19 3 4 ), 3 0 - 3 1 . 

139Ibid ., XII No.12 (August, 1935), 26-27. 

140Th Z' , e ~on~st Record,· April 4, 1930, p.30. 
141 

Walter Laqueur, p.485. 

142Th ' , e Z~on~st Record, April 4, 1930, p.30. 
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In November 1934 Dr Alexander Rosenfeld, a special 

delegate to South Africa of the Maccabi World Union, 

143 f' ' d t 144 visited Durban, in the course 0 a nat1onw1 e our, 

to arrange for a South African team to participate in 

the second Maccabiah (World Jewish Olympic Games) in 

1935, the Union having not been represented at the first 

Games, in 1932. Dr Rosenfeld's visit served to stimulate 

interest in the local Macc abi , which had, after a flurry 

of publicity surrounding its inceptionr faded into 

obscurity. In the course of the five days that he 

spent in the town, Dr Rosenfeld, organised a committee 
I 

of young people to retain the interest of the local 

Jewish community in the Mac cabi movement. 

Through its chairman, Mr I. Smith, this committee 

arranged for Jewish sportsmen from Durban to participate 

in the South African trials for the Maccabiah, which were 

held in Johannesburg during December 1934 and 

145 
January 1935. Of the seven Natal competitors who 

participated in the athletic events, Selby won the mile 

event, Isaacs the 440 yards final, Morris Smith came 

second in the 220 yards final and Dave Panovka was a 

f ' l' t' th l ' 146 1na 1S 1n e wrest 1ng event. The selectors of 

the Athletic Team were, however, forced, through 

143 
The Natal Mercury, November 13, 1934, p.6. 

144 b 'd I ~ ., August 10, 1934, p.20. 

145 
Hasholom, XII No.4 (December, 1934), 17. 

146 b 'd I ~ ., XII No.6 (February, 1935), 4. 
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insufficient finance, to exclude Morris Smith from the 

team chosen to go to Tel Aviv. When the Southern 

Districts Amateur Athletic and Cycling Association of 

Natal learnt of this fact, it inaugurated a fund for the 

purpose of providing a place for Smith in the team that 

was sent to Palestine, and heading the list was a 

donation of £5 5s from the Durban Athletic Club.
147 

The faith that Smith's fellow athletes had shown in him 

was fully justified, for at the Games he won the 110 

, 148 b" t h t D b d ' t metre sprlnt, rlnglng grea onour 0 ur an an 1 s 

small Maccabi committee. 

During 1935 the Friends in Natal of the Hebrew 

University of Jerusalem was formed to foster an interest 

in the University. Prof. P. Stein was elected chairman. 

of the local committee and Miss E. Smo acted as 

Secretary. In the first year of its existence the 

organisation directed its efforts to fund raising on 

behalf of the University, which met with considerable 

149 
success. 

In contrast to the post war decade the period from 

1930-1935 reflected an upsurge in local Zionist activity 

which, whilst not necessarily of dramatic proportions, 

nevertheless indicated a heightened sense of interest on 

the part of the Jewish community in the Jewish National 

147 Ibi d ., and Ibid., XII No.7 (March, 1935), 17. 

148 
The NataZ Mercury, April 24, 1935, p.9. 

149 HashoZom, XIII No.3 (November, 1935), 11. 
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Movement. Whether prompted by circumstances in 

Palestine, or by a growth in Zionist consciousness, 

Durban Jewry witnessed a proliferation of Zionist groups 

in the town. For the first time in the history of the 

community, Jews, irrespective of age or sex, could join 

a Zionist group, and in so doing were able to identify 

with the World Zionist Organisation and its dream of 

establishing a Jewish Homeland. 
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CHAPTER XIV 

THE EMERGENCE OF THE 

COUNCIL OF NATAL JEWRY: 1930 - 1939 

From the time of its inception the Durban Jewish 

Circle had concerned itself not only with matters 

affecting its members, but rather with issues which 

concerned the entire community, of which it was such an 

important part. It participated in almost every 

branch of communal activity and came in time to be widely 

regarded as the unofficial spokesman for Durban Jewry.l 

An affiliate of the South African Jewish Board of 

Deputies from 1923, the Jewish Circle representatives at 

the various Conferences of the Board had put forward 

resolutions on behalf of virtually all the Durban Jewish 

Community. At the 1927 Conference, a resolution 

proposed by the Circle which called for the setting up 

of a Statistical Bureau, led to the formation of the 

Jewish Historical Society and ultimately to the creation 

of the Statistical Committee and Public Relations 

Committee of the Board and its constituents. 2 

Within the Circle, however, there was a growing 

1 
See above pp.55-56. 

2 
HashaZom, [XLII No;3] (November, 1963) , 11. 
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realisation of the need for a Central Committee 

officially representing all sections of the Jews of 

Durban, which would be entitled to express the collective 

opinion of the community. In 1926, through the columns 

of the Hasholom, the Circle began to agitate for such a 

'I 3 Councl. • This call became more urgent in the wake of 

the unrest in Palestine in 1929 r and the Quota Bi l l of 

1930, which led to a growing awareness of the need for 

Jewry to organise itself to successfully withstand the 

4 pressures that it was being forced to meet. Conscious 

of the setback to the community resulting from the split 

in the Hebrew Congregation, and aware through the 

creation of a United Talmud Topah and the degree of 

co-operation between representatives of societies who 

served on local Kepen Hayeso d Committees, of the 

advantages to be accrued from greater communal unity,S 

the call was made in 1930, through the Hasholom for a 

Central Council, which would act as a Branch Committee 

of the Jewish Board of Deputies. 6 
The call of the 

Durban Jewish Circle met with favourable comment, for 

the creation of Branch Committees was seen as an 

effective way of strengthening the Board of Deputies,. 

whose contact with Constituent Bodies outside Johannesburg 

3 
Hasholom, IV No.1 (June 1Sth, 1926), 1-2. 

4Ibid ., VII No.9 (July, 1930), 2. 

SIbid., VII No.7 (May, 1930), 1., Ibid., VII No.9 
( Ju 1 y , 1 93 0 ) I 2 . 

6Ibid ., VII No.7 (May, 1930), 1-2. 
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was limited to regular receipt of reports, and an annual 

t ' 7 mee ~ng. Durban, however, was advised that instead of 

a Branch Committee of the Board, it should strive to 

create a Communal Council composed of delegates from 

local Jewish institutions which would deal with local 

problems, and would serve as a link with the Board of 

Deputies. At the same time Durban was urged to set up 

the first Communal Council, which it was hoped, would 

serve as a model for other communities in the union r
B 

and Durban's response was enthusiastic and affirmative. 

On November 1B, 1930, at the instance of the Durban 

Jewish Circle, representatives of all local Jewish 

institutions attended the meeting, which took place under 

the chairmanship of Mr Max Wolpert, to inaugurate the 

Durban Jewish Communal Council. 9 At this meeting 

Mr Wolpert outlined the proposed scheme to the 

representatives of the two Hebrew Congregations, the 

Hebrew Order of David, the Durban Zionist Association, 

the Chevra Kadisha, the Jewish Benevolent Society, the 

Durban United Talmud Torah, the Durban Young Israel 

Society, the Durban Jewish Institute and the Durban 

Jewish Circle. In the course of his address the 

7Ibid ., VII No.9 (July, 1930), 4. 

BIbid ., 4 and 7. 

9Minutes of the Inaugural Meeting of the Durban Jewish 
Communal Council, Held at the offices of 
Messrs Henochsberg & Wolpert, Winston's Chambers 
376 West Street, Durban, on Tuesday, , 
1Bth November, 1936 at B.OO pm., pp.1-2. 
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Chairman indicated that it was felt that the time had 

corne when an Institution, fully representative of Durban 

Jewry, should be formed, and that the head of the 

Institution should be able to speak on behalf of Durban 

Jewry. This proposal met with unanimous approval, all 

the Institutions present agreeing to join and to be 

represented by their President and one other member. 

It was also agreed that all Natal Jewish Members of 

Parliament, the Senate, Provincial Council and Town 

Council would be invited to become ex-officio members of 

the organisation with full voting powers. The Rabbi 

and Ministers of the Congregations were also granted 

ff " mb h' 10 ex-o lCl0 me ers lp. 

As the community grew, the Council carne to be 

constituted of an inner Executive, consisting of Past 

Presidents and the Senior Officers, an Executive 

Committee, consisting of the President or chairman of 

every affiliated organisationr. plus ten elected members 

and ten co-opted, and a Council, consisting of all the 

above co-opted members and representatives of the 

affiliated bodies. Their number depending on the 

membership of the affiliate. ll 

The first meeting of the Communal Council was held 

on December 18, 1930, with Mr Cecil Lyons in the Chair. 

At that meeting Mr C.P. Robinson M.P. was elected 

10 . 
HashaZom, [XLII No.3] (November, 1963), 11 and 13. 

11 b'd I 1., ., 13. 



President; Mr H. Moss-Morris, Vice-Presidentj and 

Mr E.S. Henochsberg, Hon. Secretary and Treasurer. 

Together with the Hon. Officers, Messrs C. Lyons, 

S. Moshal, M. Wolpert and L.M. Braham were elected 

269 

members of the first Executive Committee of the Council. 12 

The Executive Committee was instructed to prepare a 

draft constitution which was ultimately adopted by the 

full Council in July 1931. 

The objects of the Council" as outlined in its 

constitution were; 

a) To watch and take action in such manner 

as it may think proper with reference 

to all matters affecting the welfare of 

Durban Jewry. 

b) To make observation of all proceedings 

relative to municipal, provincial or 

other enactments and use such means as 

it may deem requisite in order that no 

information of the rights, customs~ and 

privileges of the Jewish community may 

ensue therefrom. 

c) To co-operate with the South African Jewish 

12 

Board of Deputies in any matter affecting 

Jewry as may from time to time be 

considered advisable. 

HashoZom, VIII No.5 (February, 1931), 3. 
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d) Generally to do all such things as may 

in their opinion be for the welfare 

and/or benefit of the Jewish community 

. b 13 l.n Dur an. . 

From the time of its inception the Durban Jewish 

Communal Council worked in close co-operation and total 

harmony with the South African Jewish Board of Deputies. 

One of the first matters that was in fact brought up for 

consideration by the Communal Council, was the scheme 

put forward by the Board of Deputies for the creation of 

an Endowment Fund, the income therefrom to be utilised 

to carryon Jewish public work undertaken by the Board. 

At that time the Board had to depend entirely on 

subscriptions of institutions that were voluntarily 

affiliated and whose total subscriptions did not in fact 

bring in sufficient for urgent everyday needs. As a 

consequence the Board was obliged to restrict its 

activities within too narrow a sphere and when emergencies 

arose it found that it could not fully protect Jewish 

. t 14 l.n erests. 

The promoters of the Endowment Fund sought to create 

a fund of £30,000 by securing 100 Founders who would each 

donate a minimum of £30. Durban, through the Communal 

Council, committed itself to further this campaign to the 

13Cited in HashoZom Rosh Hashonah AnnuaZ, IX No.1 
(September, 1931), 57. 

14 
HashoZom, VIII No.5 (February, 1931), 3. 
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fullest extent. On two occasions during 1931, 
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Mr Harry Carter visited Durban to discuss the Fund with 

leaders of the community and members of the Council. 

In December 1931 Mr I.M. Goodman also visited Durban in 

the interests of the Fund, addressing a luncheon meeting 

at the Jewish Club and a meeting of the Communal Council 

16 
during his stay in the town. The F.C. Hollander Lodge 

No.XI of the Hebrew Order of David was one of the first 

17 
organisations in Natal to join the Fund as a Founder, 

and a number of individual contributors in Durban donated 

varying sums to the Fund.
18 

In November 1933 a special committee was constituted 

under Mr S. Moshal to raise Natal's contribution to the 

19 Fund , and by 1935 the name of the Durban Jewish Club 

had been added to the Fund's Founder's Roll.
20 When, in 

1938, it devolved upon Durban Jewry to raise its 

contribution for the SpeCial Fund for the running of the 

15 Ibid ., IX No.2 (October, 1931), 2. 

16The south African Jewish Board of Deputies, Report 
of the Executive Committee for the Period 
'December 1929, to November 30th, 1931. To be 
submitted to the Ninth Congress, Bloemfontein,. 
January 3rd and 4th, 1932, pp.30-31. 

17 Ibi d ., p.33. 

18 Ibid ., pp.33-34. 

19 Hash o Zom, XI No.6 (February, 1934), 11. 

20 The South African Jewish Board of Deputies, Report 
of the Executive Committee, for the period 
July 1st, 1933 to April 30th, 1935. To be 
submitted to the Eleventh Congress at Johannesburg, 
May 19th and 10th, 1935, p.24. 
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Board of Deputies, Mr Moshal again took the matter in 
21 

hand and again met with an extremely generous response. 

The Communal Council's contact with the Jewish 

Board of Deputies, was strengthened by the attendance of 

22 
Council delegates at the Board's Biennial Congresses~ 

23 
and at other meetings of the Board. At the Board's 

Ninth Biennial Congress the Constitution was amended to 

allow for the appointment of vice-presidents, one from 

each of the Provinces. As President of the Communal 

Council Mr H. Moss-Morris thereby became the first 

21Hasholom, XV No.8 (April, 1938), CNJ Supplement. 

22At the Ninth Congress, held in Bloemfontein in 
January 1932, Mrs S.J. Kaplan, representing the 
Durban Jewish Ladies' Guild, and Mr A.K. Nyman, 
representing the Durban Jewish Club, were two of 

23 

the Durban delegates. (Ibid., IX No.3 
November, 1931), 15.) Among the delegates from 
Durban to the Tenth Congress, held in August 1933 
in Durban, were Mr and Mrs H. Moss-Morris (Ibid., 
X No.12 (August, 1933), 3 and 5.) The Durban 
delegation to the Eleventh Congress, held in 
Johannesburg in May 1935, included Mr H. Moss~Morris, 
(The Zionist Record , May 24, 1935, p.5.) At the 
Twelth Congress, held in Bleomfontein in 1937, 
Messrs H. Moss-Morris, S. Moshal, E.S. Henochsberg 
and M. Freed represented the Council of Natal Jewry: 
Rabbi Freedman represented the Durban United Hebrew 
Congregation, Mr I. Geshen represented the Durban 
Jewish Benevolent Society and Mr S. Hackner 
represented the F.C. Hollander Lodge No.Xi H.O.D. 
(Hasholom,. XIV No.10 (June, 1937), 26" Rosh 
Rosh Hasho nah Ann ua l , XV No.1 (September, 1937), 87.) 

See Hasholom, XI No.9 (May, 1934), 21., Ibid., XI 
No.lO (June,. 1934), 4 and 12.,. Ibid., XIV No.8 
(April, 1937), CNJ Supplement. Ib i d., XV No.8 
(April, 1938), CNJ Supplement. 
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incumbent of the post of Vice-President of the Board for 

24 Natal, retaining this office until the Thirteenth 

Congress in 1940.
25 

In 1933 the Communal Council hosted the Tenth 

Congress of the Board, which was held at the Durban Jewish 

Club. 26 At the Congress, the Board's Constitution was 

amplified to provide for the establishment of Provincial 

Conunittees. Under the new Constitution the Durban 

Jewish Communal Council was deSignated as the Natal 

Committee of the Board.
27 Resulting from this development 

and the fact that during 1933 increased anti-Jewish 

propaganda had led to closer contact between the Council 

and Jewry in other parts of Natal, it was felt that the 

name of the Council should be changed to indicate this 

wider scope. At a meeting in November 1933 the 

Executive Committee decided to recommend to the Council 

that the name be changed to the Council of Natal Jewry, 

which came to be more widely known as the CNJ. This 

was agreed to at a meeting held at the Jewish Club on 

December 14,. 1933 and invitations were extended to 

Vryheid and Pietermaritzburg to send representatives to 

future Council meetings. On 18th January, 1934, the 

first meeting of the new Council took place, attended by 

24Th ZOO e 1,on1,st Record, August 11, 1933,. p.6. 

2~Ibid.,. May 24,. 1935, p.6.,. June 4" 1937, p.11., 
June 7, 1940,. p.10. 

26 
HashoZom, X No.12 (August, 1933), 3,. 5, and 20. 

27 bOd I t. .,' XI No.6 (February, 1934), 11. 
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Mr J. Cohn, (Melmoth), Mr I. Feinberg (Pietermaritzburg) 

and Mr A. Levine (Vryheid) .28 

The formative years of the Communal Council were 

marked by growing hardship for German Jewry and by an 

upsurge of anti-Semitism in South Africa. Organised 

Jewry in Durban tackled both of these problems through 

its Communal Council, which worked closely with the South 

African Jewish Board of Deputies in determining a course 

of policy. On behalf of the Jews of Durban the Communal 

Council lodged its protest against Nazi action which was 

29 aimed at Jewish life and property in Germany. It also 

organised a mass meeting in regard to the condition of 

30 German Jewry, convened a meeting for the launching of 

31 a Fund for the Jews of Germany, and gave its blessing 

to other fund-raising efforts on behalf of the Reich's 

Jewish population. 32 

As immigration to South Africa rose in consequence 

of events in Germany, the Council of Natal Jewry was 

approached by the Board to offer all possible assistance 

t G · .. t 33 o erman lmmlgran s. In time a special sub-committee 

was set up by the Council to help and advise German 

28 
Hashalom, [XLII No.3] (November, 1963), 15. 

29 
Hasholom, X No.8 (April, 1933), 26. 

30Ibid ., X No.10 (20th June, 1933), 3. 
31 Th Z· . . 

. e ~on~st Record, July 21, 1933, p.7. 
32 . 

Hasholom Rosh Hashonah Annual, XVII No.1 
(September, 1939), 63. 

33 
Hasholom, XI No.6 (February, 1934), 11. 
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.. t' D b 34 lmmlgran s In ur an. The Durban Jewish Ladies Guild, 

which was represented on the sub-committee,35 afforded 

the German immigrants all possible help, guiding them 

through immigration control and securing accommodation, 

food and jobs for those who chose to remain in the city.36 

The contribution of the Durban Jewish Benevolent Society 

to the relief of the German immigrants lay principally 

in providing the sub-committee with funds so as to enable 

it to assist many of those in transit. 37 The extent of 

the work carried out by the German Refugee Sub-Committee 

is, in fact, reflected in an analysis of its expenditure 

for the period from July 1936 to January, 1937. During 

these six months the sub-committee spent over £300, 

principally on boarding expenses, rail fares and the 

granting of loans; the funds for this work being derived 

from donations from the Jewish Benevolent Society, the 

repayment of loans and a grant from the South African 

38 Fund for German Jewry in Johannesburg. When the Kenyan 

Government unexpectedly changed its immigration 

34 Ibid ., XIV No.8 (April, 1937), CNJ Supplement. 

35 
Hasholom Rosh Hashonah Annual, XV No.1 
(September, 1937), 93. 

36Durban Jewish Women's Guild Souvenir Golden Jubilee 
Brochure 1953, (Durban, 1953), p.18. 

37 
Hasholom Rosh Hashonah Annual, XVII No.1 
(September, 1939), 65. 

38South African Fund For German Jewry. 
Expenditure for Period 
I stJuly, 1936/14th January, 1937. 
of the Council of Natal Jewry. 

Analysis of 

In the Archives 
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regulations, by raising the monetary qualification 

necessary for admission, and thereby preventing numerous 

German Jews from entering the country, the Council of 

Natal Jewry also extended all necessary financial 

assistance to those German emigrants and thereby enabled 

39 them to still qualify for admission to Kenya. 

In 1933, as the problem of anti-Semitism became 

increasingly more serious in South Africa, the Council 

of Natal Jewry, through the Board of Deputies, made 

representations to the Government which gave South African 

40 Jewry assurances of its safety. The Board, supported 

by the Council, pressed, however ~ for legislation to be 

introduced in Parliament to prohibit the maligning of 

t ' f th It ' 41 sec lons 0 e popu a lone Among the initial steps 

taken by Durban Jewry, through the Council, to counter 

anti-Semitism, were the convening of a meeting between 

Rabbi Levy and ministers of other faiths,. the arrangement 

of visits by prominent members of the Council to areas in 

Natal worst affected by Greyshirt agitation and the 

organisation of .meetings with prominent people in these 
42 

areas. Such tours through Natal were subsequently 

39 
Hasholom, XVI No.9 (May, 1939), 3. 

40 Ib "' d . , 
v XI No.6 (February, 1934), 11. 

41 Ib "' d . , 
v XII No.7 (March, 1935), CNJ Supplement. 

42 Ibid . 
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repeated by the Council and were greatly appreciated by 

h d f h P , 43 Th C '1 f the Jewis resi ents 0 t e rOVlnce. e ounCl 0 

Natal Jewry also took all possible steps to prevent, 

wherever possible, the holding of Greyshirt meetings by 

urging town councils, churches and social groups to 

refuse to grant the Greyshirts the use of their halls. 44 

The Executive of the Council of Natal Jewry set up 

a Statistical Sub-Committee in order to obtain accurate 

data concerning Jewry in Natal. This sub-committee 

acted as the medium through which plans to counteract 

racial propaganda were put into effect. Through the 

Statistical Sub-Committee leaflets and articles in English 

and Afrikaans were widely distributed in an effort to 

45 discredit Greyshirt propaganda. 

At th~_ Eleventn. Congress of the Board. of Deputies, 

vlhich was held in Johannesburg in .~ay 1935, a Propaganda 

Committee was set up by the Board" for the same purpose 

for which Natal had long pressed for a Statistical 

Committee, and which in Natal had already been active 

46 for some months. The Statistics and Propaganda 

Sub-Committee of the Council of Natal Jewry sought to 

43 

44 

Hasholom Rosh Has hon ah Annua l,. XV No.1 
(September, 1937), 89., I bid., XVI No.1 
(September, 1938), 71. Report of the Chairman of 
Statistical Committee, To be Presented at the 
Annual General Meeting of the Council of Natal 
Jewry, on Sunday, March 26th,. 1939, pp.2-3. 

Has holom, XII No.7 (March, 1935), C.N.J. Supplement. 
45 Ibid • 

4
6 

Ib i d ., XI No.1 0 (June, 1935)" 2. 
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work in close harmony with the Board's Propaganda 

Committee,47 and it lent its full support to the Board's 

encouragement of a weekly magazine called Forum which 

was a liberal jou~nal strongly opposed to all Fascist 

, 'fl l.'n South Afrl.'ca.
48 

and raCl.st l.n uences Following 

upon the founding by the Board of the Society of Jews 

and Christians, in 1938, which resulted in the Jewish 

community gaining important allies from amongst the 

Gentile population in its struggle against anti-semitism,49 

steps were taken by tne Council of Natal Jewry to form a 

branch of the Society in Durban. Considerable 

difference of opinion existed, however, as to the 

necessity for such an organisation in Durban largely 

because of the scant support for either the Greyshirts 

or the National Party in the City.50 

Through the efforts of the Statistical and Propaganda 

Committee small branch committees were set up by the 

Jewish residents of Vryheid and Ladysmith which kept the 

47Report of the Chairman of the Statistical Committee, 
Presented at the Annual General Meeting of the 
Council of Natal Jewry, Held on Sunday, 

48 

27th March, 1938, pp.3-4., Report of the Chairman 
of the Statistical Committee, To Be Presented at 
the Annual General Meeting of the Council of Natal 
Jewry, on Sunday, March 26th, 1939, pp.3-4. 

Report of the Chairman of the Statistical Committee, 
Presented at the Annual General Meeting of the 
Council of Natal Jewry, Held on Sunday, 
27th March, 1938, p.4. 

49 G ' d Sh" d ' , l. eon l.monl., J ews an Z~on ~ sm: The South 

50 

Afriaan Exp e rienae 1910-196 7 , (Cape Town, 1980)" 
p.152. 

Hasholom, VXI No.9 (May, 1939),. CNJ Supplement. 
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Council of Natal Jewry fully informed of anti-Jewish 

. h' 51 activities ln t elr areas. Endeavours to enlighten 

the general public in regard to the Jewish position were 

continued by the Statistical Committee, which also 

closely monitored the dissemination of neo-Nazi 

literature. 52 

In light of the support shown by large sections of 

the rural Afrikaans population of the Province for the 

Greyshirts and the National Party, the Statistical 

Committee strove to demonstrate Jewish goodwill towards 

the Afrikaner people by identifying with the Voortrekker 

Celebrations that were held in 1938 to mark the centenary 

of the Great Trek.
53 The Committee decided to place a 

span of oxen at the disposal bf the local Voortrekker 

51Report of the Chairman of the Statistical Committee, 
Presented at the Annual General Meeting of the 
Council of Natal Jewry, Held on Sunday, 

52 

27th March, 1938, p.2. Report of the Chairman of 
the Statistical Committee, To be Presented at the 
Annual General Meeting of the Council of Natal 
Jewry, on Sunday, March 26th, 1939, pp.1-2. 

Report of the Chairman of the Statistical Committee, 
Presented at the Annaul General Meeting of the 
Council of Natal Jewry, Held on Sunday, 
27th March, 1938, p.2., Report of the Chairman of 
the Statistical Committee, To be Presented at the 
Annual General Meeting of the Council of Natal 
Jewry, on Sunday, March 26th, 1939, pp.4-5. 

53The Great Trek which marks the exodus of thousands 
of Afrikaans speaking farmers from the British Cape 
Colony to new territories in the east and north 
east is regarded as an historical epoch by the 
Afrikaners and as a source of national inspiration. 
(C.F.J. Muller, "The Period of the Great Trek, 
1834-1854," in 500 Years A History of South Africa, 
ed. C.F.J. Muller, (Pretoria, n.d.) pp.122-156. 
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Committee, to draw a wagon from Pietermaritzburg to Cato 

Ridge,54 an offer which was gratefully received by the 

Voortrekker Committee. 55 Owing to a delay in procuring 

a span of oxen the Voor t re kker Committee was forced to 

56 
accept another offer. Members of the Statistical 

Committee were, nevertheless, present at the celebrations 

in Natal and their efforts were highly commended by the 

local Voortrekker Celebrations Committee.
57 

In order to lessen the gap, which it was felt, 

existed between the Jewish and Afrikaans communities l , 

the Statistical Committee also lent its support to the 

formation of an Afrikaans speaking circle and the 

arrangement of weekly Afrikaans lessons.
58 

By such 

means it was hoped that Jewish individuals would acquire 

the linguistic skills necessary to converse fluently 

with Afrikaners in their own language and would thereby 

54Minutes of the Special Meeting of the Executive 
Committee of the Council of Natal Jewry,. Held in 
the Durban Jewish Club, on Thursday, 
1st September, 1938, at 5.15 pm., p.3. 

55Minutes of the General Meeting of the Council of 
Natal Jewry, Held at the Durban Jewish Club, on 
Sunday, 18th September, 1938, at 5.15 pm., p.4. 

56Minutes of the Meeting of the Executive Committee 
of the Council of Natal Jewry, Held at the Durban 
Jewish Club, on Thursday, 29th September,. 1938 l 

at 8 pm., p.l. 

57Report of the Chairman of the Statistical Committee, 
To be Presented at the Annual General Meeting of 
the Council of Natal Jewry,. on Sunday, 
March 26th, 1939, p.6. 

58Minutes of the General Meeting of the Council of 
Natal Jewry, Held at the Durban Jewish Club, on 
Sunday, 18th September, 1938 r at 5:15 pm., p.3. 
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contribute to breaking down prejudice and developing 

links with the Afrikaner population. 

Whilst the Statistics and Propaganda Sub-Committee 

of the Council of Natal Jewry strove at all times to be 

conversant with, and to combat manifestations of, 

anti-semitism in Natal, with a decline in Greyshirt 

activity it came to direct much of its attention to the 

59 suggesting and carrying out of educational work. 

The Council of Natal Jewry's focus of activity 

centred, however, on the welfare of the Jewish community 

of Durban and its organisations which constituted the 

Council's members. One of the first issues affecting 

Durban Jewry which was taken up by the Communal Council 

was the question of meshuZ Zochi m. After setting up a 

sub-comrnittee which investigated the whole issue of 

meshuZZochim, the Council decided in 1931, not to grant 

credentials to meshuZZa chim, except for such institutions 

which it considered essential to support. It further 

advertised the fact, in the Jewish press, that 

meshuZZochim who had not made application for, and 

received credentials from, the Council should not come to 

Durban. 60 

The· action taken by the Council in respect of 

meshuZZochim appears to have been motivated by a desire 

to regulate the visits of such collectors to the town, 

59 

60 
HashoZom, XIV No.8 (April, 1937) CNJ Supplement. 

Hasholom Rosh Has honah Ann ua Z, IX No.1 
(September, 1931), 57. 
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in order to prevent their overlapping with other fund 

raising activities or the visits of other meshullochim. 

Suspicion surrounding the credentials of certain 

meshullochim and the worthiness of the institutions 

which they represented, were further factors which 

prompted the Council to adopt this particular policy. 

The Council's policy regarding meshullochim appears 

to have proved acceptable to the community and to its 

spiritual leaders and there is little evidence of 

articulated opposition to this procedure. Rabbi Levy in 

fact chaired a sub-committee which was responsible for 

examining the credentials submitted by meshullochim. 61 

Since meshullochim continued to visit Durban without 

complying with the rules laid down by the sub-committee, 

it would appear that there were, however, members of the 

community who disregarded the procedure prescribed by the 

Council and in so doing they were clearly expressing 

their dissatisfaction with this policy.62 

The Council in fact recognised that it had no means 

of preventing meshullochim, who did not comply with its 

requirements from coming to Durban, although through its 

influence within the community any unauthorised collection 

61 
Hasholom, XI No.6 (February, 1934), 11. 

62 Ibid ., X No.8 (April, 1933), 26., Ibid., XII No.7 
(March, 1935), CNJ Supplement. 
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I h f d o 63 held in Durban had litt e c ance 0 succee ~ng. 

The question of meshu llo chim was not, however, 

satisfactorily settled by the arrangement adopted by the 

Council. At the Council of Natal Jewry's annual general 

meeting, in March 1938, a resolution of the Mes hullochim 

Sub-Committee, calling for an end to all visits by 

meshullochim, and the creation in l ieu thereof of a local 

committee which would raise funds for the approved 

Institutions, to the extent of a sum not less than £350 

per annum, which would be allocated at the discretion of 

the Council to the Institutions, was met with unanimous 

64 approval. Such a scheme it was argued, was to the 

advantage of the institutions concerned, in that by 

rendering it unnecessary for collectors to call at all, 

the institutions would save on travelling expenses and 

other costs. 65 

An annual fund of £500 was ' in fact established and 

from September 1, 1939, no me shulloch was permitted to 

collect in Natal, where all members of the Jewish 

community were urged to withold their support from any 

63The South African Jewish Board of Deputies. 
of the Executive Committee for the Period 

Report 

January 1932 to June 30th, 1933. To be submitted 
to the Tenth Congress, Durban, 
August 6th and 7th, 1933, pp.18-19. 

64 
Hasholom, XV No.8 (April, 1938), 19. 

65 bOd I ~ ., CNJ Supplement. 
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unauthorised co ect~on. 

At the same time as it sought to regulate the 
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activities of meshullochim, the Council also determined 

the number of other fund raising campaigns which could 

be held in Natal in any given year, since the relatively 

small size of the Jewish population meant that funds 

available for philanthropic purposes were limited. 

Accordingly,throughout the years it withheld its support 

or approval of certain campaigns and gave its sanction 

and blessing to others.
67 

The procedure adopted by the Council in respect of 

controlling collections by meshulZochim and by other 

outside causes, appears at its inception to have been 

unique to Durban. By 1937 the Council of Natal Jewry 

proudly exclaimed that the necessity to control such 

collections had at last been accepted in principle by 

68 
South African Jewry and the Board of Deputies did, in 

fact, corne to exert greater control over outside 

collections of all descriptions. The ban on visits to 

Natal by meshulZochim appears, however, to have been 

66 HashoZom Rosh HashonaZ Annual, XVII No.1 
(September, 1939), 63. 

67 see Ibid., IX No.1 (September, 1931), 57., 

68 

HashoZom, IX No.8 (April, 1932), 21., Ibid., X No.8 
(April, 1933), 26., Ibid., XI No.6 (February, 1934), 
11., Hasholom Rosh Hashonah Annual, XII No.1 
(September, 1934), 77., HashoZom, XII No.7 
(March, 1938), CNJ Supplement, Ibid., XIV No.8 
(April, 1937), CNJ Supplement., Ibid., XV No.8 
(April, 1938), CNJ Supplement, Hasholom Rosh 
Hashonah Annual, XVII No.1 (September, 1939), 63. 

Hasholom, XIV No.8 (April, 1937), CNJ Supplement. 
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peculiar to the Province, possibly because the 

composition of the community, with its Anglo-Jewish roots, 

was markedly different from communities elsewhere which 

were E~st European in origin, and for whom the 

mes hulloch was an inseparable part of communal life. 

Within the community the Council took the initiative 

in seeking to install humane killing apparatus for 

_shechitah purposes in order to check criticism of Jewish 

ritual killing. 69 It furthermore, gave its approval to 

a special fund-raising drive by the Ladies' Guild and 

Jewish Benevolent Society, necessitated by the harsh 

economic conditions of 1932 resulting from the world wide 

d 
. 70 

epress~on. 

In April 1935 one of the Council's Hon. Presidents, 

Mr F.C. Hollander, and Mrs Hollander were guests of 

honour at a dinner given under the Council's direction at 

the Jewish Club. On behalf of the Jewish community 

Mr P. Wartski, the doyen of Durban Jewry, presented 

Mr Hollander with a motor car, in recognition of his 

services to the public in general and to Jewry in 

t · 1 71 par ~cu are 

69 Ibid ., IX No.8 (April, 1932), 21., Ibid., X No.8 
(April, 1933), 26. 

70 Ibi d ., IX No.10 (June, 1932), 23. 

71 
The Nata l Mercury, April 29, 1935, p.9. (The 
banquet ended on a most unexpected and unhappy note, 
when two hours after the presentation had been made 
Mr Hollander discovered that his car was missing 
from its parking outside the Club and the 
assistance of the police had to be called in to 
recover it. I bid.) 



286 

Under the Council's auspices a conference was held 

in November 1937 to discuss the question of Jewish youth 

in Durban and of finding ways and means for their 

cultural and social advancement.
72 Among the matters 

proposed at the conference were the taking of a Youth 

Census, the acquisition of a youth centre, the formation 

of a representative body to look after the interests of 

the youth and the establishment of a vocational guidance 

73 bureau, all of which came to be acted upon in due 

course by the Council. Tours through Northern Natal, 

intended to strengthen the ties between the Jewish 

communities of the Province as well as to offset 

anti-semitic influences, were also organised by the 

C '1 74 
ounc~ . On September 4, 1938, the Council arranged 

a conference in Vryheid to enable the Jewish residents 

of Northern Natal to hear what was being done by the 

South African Jewish Board of Deputies and the Council 

of Natal Jewry. The Council was represented by 

Messrs H. Moss-Morris, S. Moshal, B.H. Bloom, 

E.S. Henochsberg and Rabbi A.H. Freedman. The conference 

was also attended by Mr G. Saron, the General Secretary 

of the Board, and representatives of Vryheid, Danhauser, 

Glencoe, Hallingspruit, Dundee, Utrecht and 

72 
Hasholom, XV No.4 (December, 1937), 4. 

73 Ibid . 

74 
Hasholom Rosh Hashonah Annual, XV No.1 
(September, 1937), 89 . , Ib i d., XVI No.1 
(September, 1938), 71. 
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75 
Paulpietersburg. 

Through the Council's President the condolences or 

good wishes of the Jewish community of the Province were 

expressed,76 and the President of the Council was often 

called upon to participate in events of communal 

. t 77 lmpor ance. 

By 1937 the activities of the Council of Natal Jewry 

had come to be divided amongst the Statistical and 

Propaganda Sub-Committee, MeshuZZochim Sub-Committee, 

German Refugees Sub-Committee and Administrative 

Sub-Committee, and the Council and its sub-committees 

78 
endeavoured to follow closely the needs of Natal Jewry. 

75 HashoZom, XVI No.9 (May, 1939), CNJ Supplement. 

76For example in 1935 the President expressed 
sympathy to the Governor General on the loss of his 
son (Ibid., XII No.9 (May, 1935), 3.) and in the 
following year condoled with the Royal Family on 
the death of King George V (The NataZ Mercury, 
January 23, 1936, p.13.) On the appointment of 
Rabbi Israel Abrahams, as successor to the 
Rev. A. Bender, as minister of the Gardens Synagogue 
in Cape Town, the Council's President extended the 
good wishes of the community. {Hasholom, XV No.8 
(April, 1938), CNJ Supplement.) 

77 For example in 1935 the President attended the 
opening of the Herzl Memorial Hall in 
Pietermaritzburg, (Ibid., XII No.7 (March, 1935), 
3.) and in 1936 he was represented at the opening 
of the new premises of the Durban United TaZmud 

78 

Torah. {Ibid., XIV No.4 (December, 1936), 30.) 
In his capacity as President of the Council of 
Natal Jewry Mr H. Moss-Morris and Mrs Moss-Morris 
were invited by the Administrator of Natal to 
attend a banquet to mark the Silver Jubilee of 
King George V. {Ib id ., XII No.9 (May, 1935), 20.) 

HashoZom Rosh Hashonah AnnuaZ, XV No.1 
(September, 1937), 87. 
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In view of the problems which resulted from the rise 

of Nazism in Europe and the emergence of the Greyshirt 

Movement in South Africa, the creation of the Council of 

Natal Jewry was indeed most fortuitous. It is impossible 

to imagine how, without such a body, the Jews of Natal 

might otherwise have been able to meet the challenges 

with the effectiveness and unanimity of action which they 

did. The Council of Natal Jewry successfully minimised 

the activities of anti-semitic elements in Natal and 

through the Statistical Sub-Committee counteracted much 

Greyshirt propaganda. It likewise co-ordinated and 

controlled relief work amongst refugees and assisted 

German Jewish immigrants, in a manner in which no 

community without a body such as the Council, would have 

been capable of emulating. 

Had political circumstances at horne and abroad been 

unmarred by the conditions that in fact prevailed, the 

creation of the Council would still, however, have been 

an achievement of no lesser importance. As the Natal 

Committee of the Board it enhanced the strength and 

influence of the Board, with which it co-operated in 

matters of mutual concern. At the same time it 

contributed significantly to the unity of the Jewish 

community by bringing different local Jewish institutions 

together under a Council, whose President was enpowered 

to speak with authority on behalf of all , the Jews of the 

Province. It occupied a meaningful place in community 

life by regulating and controlling matters such as 
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fundraising and by co-ordinating communal activity. 

In the years that followed i t proved itself capable of 

adopting to changing circumstances in order to fulfill 

the objectives for which it had been created. 
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SECTION THREE 1936 - 1939 

CHAPTER XV 

THE DURBAN UNITED 

HEBREW .CONGREGATION : 1936 - 1939 

The process of amalgamation between the Durban 

Hebrew Congregation and the Durban New Hebrew -

Congregation reached its climax on March 29, 1936, when 

the inaugural meeting of the Durban United Hebrew 

Congregation was held at the Durban Jewish Club. 1 

The constitution of the new body, whose main bases 

were, firstly equality of representation on the Council 

from the two Synagogues, except in the case of the 

Chairman who was elected by the United Congregation as a 

wholei and secondly, the protection of the immovable 

property of the two Synagogues; was ratified by the 

1Hasholom, XIII No.8 (April, 1936), 3. 



meeting,2 which then elected the first Council of the 

united Congregation:-

Mr B. Lurie, Chairmanj Mr S.W. Brewer, 

Hon. Treasurer; Dr N. Smith, Hon. Secretary; 

st. Andrew's Street Synagogue. 

Mr J. Moshal, President; Mr L. Davis, 

Vice-Presidentj Mr P. Wartski, Life Trustee; 

Mr H. Lipinski, Trustee; Messrs N. Myerowitz, 

M. Cohen, B. Levy, Committee. 

Park Street Synagogue. Mr D. Harris, 

President; Mr N. Hertz, Vice-Presidentj 

Messrs H. Patz and S.A. Nathanson, T.rustees; 

Messrs F.M. Levy, H.L. Magid, L.S. Ditz, 

T. Magid, Dr M. Byala, committee.
3 
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The Chevra Kadisha of the Durban Hebrew Congregation 

remained a separate body directly responsible only to 

the Council, although under the jurisdiction of the United 

Congregation. 

The Congregation became affiliated to the Council of 

Natal Jewry, the South African Jewish Board of Deputies, 

the South African Zionist Federation and the London 

Jewish Board of Deputies. 4 

2The Durban Hebrew Congregation issued by the Durban 
United Hebrew Congregation 1952:5712 
(Durban, 1952), p.20. 

3HashoZom, XIII No.8 ' (April, 1936), 3. 

4 
The Durban Hebrew Congregation issued by the Durban 
United Hebrew Congregation 1952:5712., p.20. 
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The newly elected Council immediately applied itself 

to the urgent task of finding a suitable incumbent for 

the post of Rabbi for the community. Whilst efforts 

to enlist the services of a suitable minister were 

underway, the responsibilities of spiritual leadership 

devolved principally upon the Rev. Menachemson, who was 

supported by the Rev. Rubin and the newly appointed 

5 Rev. Kuperberg. Through the initiative of the 

Rev. Menachemson the first communal Seder to be held in 

Durban took place on the second night of Pesach in 1936 

at the Durban Jewish Club, under the auspices of the 

Durban Young Israel Society, Hab onim and the Durban 

United Talmud Torah.
6 This communal Seder, which became 

an annual feature in the life of the Jewish community, 

not only strengthened the bonds between the Congregation 

and the institutions under whose auspices it was held, 

but reinforced the close ties that existed between the 

Congregation and the Talmud Torah. This special 

relationship between the Congregation and the school, 

found expression in the keen interest and generous 

financial support that the Congregation showed in the 

5Pirst reference to the Rev. Kuperberg is in 
connection with the Chanukah service in 
December 1935. (H as holom, XIII No.5 
(January, 1936), 22. 

6The Zionist Record, April 24, 1936, p.39. 
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7 
Talmud Torah. The Rev. Menachemson also officiated at 

special services held in the St. Andrew's Street 

8 
Synagogue to mourn the passing of King George V and the 

9 
Zionist leader Nahum Sokolow, and, on occasion 7 he 

shared the pulpit of the Synagogue with a number of 

. . . t 10 promlnent V1Sl ors. 

In October 1936 the search for a minister ended 

when at a Special General Meeting the members of the 

Durban United Hebrew Congregation unanimously accepted 

the recommendation of the Council that the vacant office 

of Rabbi be offered to Rabbi Abraham Hirsch Freedman of 

11 
Ottawa. The minister elect appeared amply qualified 

for h~s new post. He was a married man, 36 years of age 

and nearly six feet in height, with a reputedly 

commanding and pleasant personality. A graduate of the 

Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Theological Seminary and Yeshivah 

College of New York, he had, upon his ordination in 1931, 

7 

8 

Hasholom Rosh Hashonah Annual, XV No.1 
(September, 1937), 87., Ibid., XVI No.1 
(September, 1938), 71., Ibid., XVII No.1 
(September, 1939), 63 and 65. 

The Natal Mercury, January 22, 1936, p.12. 

9Ibid ., May 29, 1936, p.14. 

10Including Rabbi Perlman of Staudville (Ibid., 

11 

March 7, 1936, p.14.) Rabbi Dr Romm of Bloemfontein 
(Ib~d., May 22, 1936, p.12.) Cantor Berele Chagy 
(Ib~d., July 24, 1936, p.12.) Rabbi Ittamar Romm, 
the 16 year old son of Rabbi Dr Romm of Bloemfontein 
(Hasholom, XIII No.12 (August, 1936), 12.) and 
Rabbi Weinkowski (Th e Natal Mercury, 
November 6, 1936, p.12.) 

Hasholom, XIV No.3 (November, 1936), 8. 
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been invited to Ottawa where he had worked amongst four 

congregations. During his ministry in the Canadian 

capital he had been instrumental in forming a community 

council and had served as honorary supervisor of the 

Ottawa Talmud Torah. He had interested himself in 

the Young People's League and had conducted Talmud 

classes in Yiddish. A keen Zionist, he had served on 

the Canadian Zionist National Council and had conducted 

several lecture tours in the interests of the National 

12 
Movement. 

The Rabbi and his family arrived in Durban on 

February 17th, 1937, and were met at the harbour by the 

Mayor Mr Fleming Johnston, and by representatives of the 

Jewish community and its institutions. On 

February 25th, in a ceremony in the St. Andrew's Street 

Synagogue, Rabbi Freedman was installed by the 

Rev. Dr A.T. Shrock of Johannesburg, and was the guest 

of honour at a reception held after the service at the 

Durban Jewish Club. Three days later a meeting of welcome 

to Rabbi and Mrs Freedman was organised by the Dur~an Young 

Israel Society and Habonim. 13 
After he had settled 

down in his new home the Rabbi undertook a tour of the 

principal Jewish communities of the Province, visiting 

12 Ibid ., and The Zionist Record, November 20, 1936, 
p.29. 

13 
Hasholom, XIV No.7 (March, 1937), 4. 



Pietermaritzburg, Ladysmith, Danhauser, Newcastle and 

vryheid.
14 
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Annually thereafter, the Rabbi joined with communal 

representatives in a tour of the Jewish communities of 

15 Natal. At the request of the South African Jewish 

Board of Deputies the Rabbi visited Volksrust some years 

later for the purpose of installing Mr Serebro, the newly 

16 
elected Mayor of that town. 

Within weeks of his arrival Rabbi Freedman involved 

himself in all aspects of the communal life of his new 

community. He accepted office on the Executive Committee 

17 of the Council of Natal Jewry, became keenly interested 

in the affairs of the Durban Jewish Club18 and was 

initiated into the F.C. Hollander Lodge No.XI of the 

Hebrew Order of David. 19 
He interested himself in the 

work of the Durban United Talmud Torah and helped to 

widen its scope by starting classes at leading High 

schools,20 whilst he also chaired the school's 

14 Ibid ., XIV No.12 (August, 1937), 3-4. The Natal 
Mercury, July 26, 1937, p.16. 

15 
Hasholom, XVI No.9 (May, 1939), CNJ Supplement., 

16 

Hasholom Rosh Hashonah Annual , XVIII No.1 
(September, 1940), 45. 

Hasholom, XVI No.9 (May, 1939), CNJ Supplement. 

17 Ib "od. , 
v XIV No.8 (April, 1937), 25. 

18Ibid ., XV No.4 (December, 1937), 12. 

191bid., XV No.6 (February, 1938), 3l. 

20 
Hasholom Rosh Hashonah Annual, XV No.1 
(September, 1937), 89. 
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1 't 21 educationa commlt ee. He identified himself with 

the work of the Zionist youth movements of the town and 

addressed meetings held by the Durban Young Israel 

22 d b ' 23 Society an Ha on~m. His own .personal commitment 

to the cause of Zionism found expression through his 

participation in the activities of the Durban Zionist 

Association. Elected to the Association's committee in 

April 1937,24 the Rabbi was often called upon to speak 

Z ' 't' 25 d t t ' h ld ' t ' on lonlS lssues an a mee lngs e ln connec lon 

with the changing course of events in Palestine. 26 

Upon the creation of a branch of the Mizrachi Party in 

Durban in 1938, Rabbi Freedman assumed the position of 

chairman. 27 The Rabbi regularly addressed the annual 

qeneral meeting of the Durban Women's Zionist League,28 

with whose activities his wife was closely identified. 

21 HashoLom, XV No.2 (October, 1937), 18. 

22 Ibid ., XIV No.9 (May, 1937), 26. 

23The Zionist Record, April 15, 1938, p.26. 

24Ibid ., April 23, 1937, p.28. 

25 
HashoLom, XIV No.10 (June, 1937), 24., The Zionist 
Record, November 12, 1937, p.25., November 4, 1938, 
p. 18 . 

26T t ' o pro est agalnst the proposed partition of 

27 

Palestine (The NataL Advertiser, July 8, 1937, 
pp.11-12.) and to express opposition to the White 
Paper. (The Zionist Record, June 2, 1939, p.9.) 

HashoLom, XVI No.2 (October, 1938), 17. 

28 b 'd I ~ ., XV No.3 (November, 1937), 31., Ibid., XVI 
No.3 (November, 1938), 26., Ibid., XVII No.3 
(November, 1939), 27. 
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Co-opted as an honorary member of the League shortly 

29 
after her arrival in the town, Mrs Freedman subsequently 

, , h ' 30 d 1 t 't came to serve as ltS Vlce-c alrman an a er 1 s 

chairlady,31 and in addition was an ex-officio member of 

both the Durban Jewish Ladies' Guild
32 

and the Durban 

branch of the Union of Jewish women.
33 

The appointment of a Rabbi not only heightened 

communal interest in synagogal affairs, but served as a 

spur to increased efforts to overcome congregational 

problems. Within months of the Rabbi's induction, the 

Council of the Congregation embarked on a membership 

drive in an effort to enrol as many unaffiliated Jews as 

'bl mb f th C t' 34 h' POSSl e as me ers 0 e ongrega lon. For lS 

part, Rabbi Freedman sought to draw additional 

worshippers to the Synagogue, particularly on Friday 

35 evenings, by delivering bi-monthly sermons. In an 

effort to attract the youth of the community to the 

Synagogue and to familiarise them with the liturgy and 

29 Ibid ., XIV No.8 (April, 1937), 26. 

30 
Hasholom Rosh Hashonah Annual, XVI No.1 
(September, 1938), 77., Hasholom, XVI No.3 
(November, 1938), 26. 

31 Ibid ., XVII No.3 (November, 1939), 27. 

32 
Hasholom Rosh Has hon ah Annual, XV No.1 
(September, 1937), 93. 

33 
Hasholom, XV No.3 (November, 1937), 10. On the 
Union of Jewish Women see below pp.385-389. 

34 Ibid ., XV No.5 (January, 1938), 31., Ib i d., XV 
No.7 (March, 1938), 32. 

35 Ib i d ., XV No.2 (October, 1937), 26. 
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ritual, the Rabbi inaugurated youth services, which took 

place after the ordinary service on Saturday mornings 

36 
at the St. Andrew's Street Synagogue. 

At the suggestion of the Rabbi effective steps were 

also taken to overcome the difficult problem of Kashrut. 

At a special general meeting held in January 1938 the 

decision of the Council of the Congregation and the 

Shechitah Board to establish a Communal Kosher Butchery 

met with wide approval. A limited liability company, 

with a capital of El,500, divided into 1,500 shares of 

El each, was formed. The hope was expressed that every 

Jew would subscribe towards the capital required, by 

taking up as many shares as he possibly could, so that 

the butchery would have the financial support of every 

37 Jew in the community, thus ensuring its success. A 

venture of this nature naturally had to endure many 

vicissitudes at the commencement of its activities, and 

even after it had been operating for more than a year it 

was still running at a loss, though not nearly as heavily 

38 
as formerly. The Schechitah Board of the Congregation 

co-operated closely with the butchery and ensured that a 

satisfactory standard of Kashrut was maintained both in 

36 
Hasholom Rosh Hashanah Annual, XVI No.1 
(September, 1938), 71., Hasholom, XVI No.2 
(October, 1938), 3 and 13. 

37 Ibid ., XV No.7 (March, 1938), 32. 

38 
Hasholom Rosh Hashanah Annual, XVIII No.1 
(September, 1939), 63. 
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the abattoirs and butchery. 

In the service held to mark the Coronation of 
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King George VI and Queen Elizabeth, Rabbi Freedman gave 

full expression to the feelings of joy which his 

congregants shared on that day with all the Empire.
40 

This joy contrasted sharply with the enormous sorrow 

that was evident at the memorial service held at the 

Park Street Synagogue, on February 28, 1939, prior to 

the funeral of the Rev. Heyman Rubin. The passing of 

the revered and much loved Rev. Rubin, after a ministry 

in Durban of more than a quarter of a century, deeply 

s'addened the Congregation, amongst whom he had enjoyed 

wide respect and affection. His funeral was attended 

by all sections of the community and by men and women of 

11 d . t' 41 a enomlna lons. 

With the tide of Nazism increasing in Europe 

Rabbi Freedman assumed, on occasion, the mantle of 

spokesman for the Jews of Durban. He forcefully 

articulated the concern of his community for the welfare 

of their co-religionists in Germany and Austria at a 

special service of prayer and intercession at the 

St. Andrew's Street Synagogue, which was attended by 

39 Ibid . 

40 
The Natal .Merc~ y. y , May 6, 1937, p.12. 

41 Ibid ., February 28, 1939, p.20., Hasholom, XVI 
No.7 (March, 1939), 9. 
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worshippers of all faiths.
42 

In an effort to stave off 

the influences of Fascist groups in South Africa and 

to defend the honour of Jewry, Rabbi Freedman spoke to 

the members of the Catholic Men's Society43 and also 

addressed a meeting in the Wesley Hall.
44 

Events in 

Europe were, however, moving too rapidly, and only a 

few weeks after making his appeal for Christian 

understanding and friendship towards the Jewish people 45 

the nations of Europe were engaged in a terrible war 

which would affect in some way all of Rabbi Freedman's 

congregants. 

42 
The Natal Mercury, July 18, 1938, p.5. 

43Ib~d., v March 6, 1939, p.13. 

44Ib~d., 
v August 25, 1939, p.14. 

45 Ibid . 
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CHAPTER XVI 

THE DURBAN JmvrsH CLUB 1936 - 1939 

The four years preceeding the Second World War were 

years of mixed fortune for the Durban Jewish Club. The 

ini tial enthusiasm which had characterised its members in 

the first years of its existence was considerably 

dampened by the passage of time, whilst concern over the 

finances and maintenance of the Club premises expended 

much of the Council's energies. 

Faced at the beginning of 1936 with remedying 

defects and damage to the Club building, the Council had 

Mr C . R. Fridjhon draw up a comprehensive report on the 

state of the Club premises. Upon presentation to the 

Governing Bodies, the report was immediately acted upon 

and Mr Fridjhon's recommendations all carried out under 

his own supervision, at a cost of more than £1,000. To 

ensure that the building never again was allowed to fall 

into such a state of disrepair, a permanent Building 

Sub-Committee was appointed to check on each small defect 

as it appeared. At the same time a maintenance fund 

was also set up to spare the Club having again to face 

an extraordinary sum for maintenance. 1 

1 
Hasholom, XIV No.4 (December, 1936), 20. 
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At the same time the Council was caught up in 

protracted negotiations with the City Council over the 

question of the rateable value of the Club property. 

The Club Council felt that s i nce the Club was used for 

non-profit purposes and in fact constituted an amenity 

to the City, its land value should be reduced from £3,250 

to £100, and that of its buildings, from £16, 950 to 

£10,000. The City Estates Manager rejected this 

proposal and since it had been pointed out that the 

valuations were considerabl y lower than what they should 

2 have been the matter was not pressed. 

In the following year Messrs M. Stiller and 

S. Moshal made representations to the City Council on 

behalf of the Club and succeeded in securing a reduction 

in the Club's rental from £3 30 to £130 per annum for a 

3 period of seven years. A similar request for a 

reduction in rates met with n o response, and in fact in 

1938 a municipal revaluation of the Club's property 

resulted in the land value being increased . This was 

offset by a grant-in-aid which , with the approval of the 

Administrator of Natal, was made by the Durban City 

Council to the Club, and whi c h brought the rates back to 

the figure of 1937. 4 

2Arnold Miller, Durban Jewish Club A Hi story i ssue d 
on t he oc ca s ion of it s Silver Jubilee , 
(Durban, May, 1956), p . 37. 

3 
Has holom, XV No.4 (December, 1 937), 14. 

4Ib id ., XVI No.4 (December, 1938), 15. 
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In 1939 the consideration of the Council was focused 

on the advisability of constructing additional premises 

to house the increased coloured staff, and to provide 

extra storage space for stage properties. A special 

Building Committee was formed to take charge of all 

details connected with the building, which was completed 

5 
at a cost of about £1,000. 

As the Executive clearly knew, the Club's very 

existence depended on the progress of the Sectional 

Committees. It was therefore with some concern that 

they followed the fluctuating fortunes of the different 

Sections in this period. 

The Squash Rackets Section, which was formed in 

November 1935,6 aroused enormous enthusiasm and a general 

meeting was convened to discuss the immediate erection 

of a squash court.
7 

Within a few months negotiations 

with the Council of the Club had been concluded8 and 

9 building operations had begun. The Court was erected 

by the Governing Bodies as a result of an undertaking on 

the part of the Section to provide from interested 

members, by means of Foundation Memberships, an amount 

5 Ibid. , XVII No.3 (November, 1939) , 9. 

6Ibid ., XIII No.6 (February, 1936) , 24. 

7 Ibid. , XIII No.8 (April, 1936), 25. 

8 Ibid. , XIII No.11 (July, 1936) , 23. 

9Ibid ., XIII No.12 (August, 1936) , 25. 
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10 
of not less than £400. It was officially opened on 

October 11, 1936, by Mr Max Wolpert, the Club's 

'd t 11 Pres]' en . 

Shortly before the opening of the squash court a 

Bowling Section under the chairmanship of Mr H. Patz 

came into being. On September 28, 1936, the section 

was formally inaugurated and the decision was taken to 

adopt the designation, the Circle Bowling Club. Until 

such time as the Club's greens were established, the 

members of the Bowling Section availed themselves of the 

offer of the neighbouring Hoy Park Bowling Club to use 

one of their greens, at the nominal rental of £4 per 

12 month. As with the squash players, the cost of the 

green was raised from amongst the bowlers themselves. 

In order that the Bowling Section should be properly 

accommodated, a brick pavilion was erected out of monies 

lent to the section by the Club, which had to be repaid 

out of sectional revenue. 13 
On December 12, 1937, the 

new green of the Club was opened by the President of the 

Natal Bowling Association, in the presence of the Mayor 

and Mayoress, the President of the Durban and District 

Bowling Association and representatives of the Club's 

10 Ibid ., XIV No.4 (December, 1936) , 18 . 

ll Ibid ., XIV No.2 (October, 1936), 20. 

12Ibid ., 2l. 

13 Ibid. , XV No.4 (December, 1937) , 12. and 
Arnold Miller, p.38. 
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, Bod' 14 Governlng les. 

Both the Squash Rackets and Bowling Sections 

enjoyed immediate support, which increased with the 

passage of time. In contrast the rugby football club 

formed in 1936, amongst the male members of the Gymnasium 

Section,15 and the Ping Pong Section, which was formed 

in the latter part of the same year,16 failed to attract 

many members and were discontinued within a few months 

of their inception. 

Owing to insufficient support the regular dinner . 

and card evenings had to be discontinued in 1936,17 

whilst a decline in the interest of members in the work 

of the Dramatic Section caused enormous consternation to 

the Club Executive. 18 At a general meeting, held in 

October 1936, the enthusiasm of the Section's members 

ek ' dl d d 1 1 ' d f' d t' 't 19 was r ln e an pans al or lncrease ac lVl y. 

Evidence of the renewed interest of the members in the 

work of the Dramatic Section was reflected in the 

production of the first Yiddish play to be presented at 

14 
Hasholom., XV No.5 (January, 1938), 22 and 15. 

15 Ibid ., XIII No.8 (April, 1936), 26. 

16 Ibid ., XIV No.2 (October, 1936), 22., Ib i d., XIV 
No.4 (December, 1936), 18. 

17 Ibid ., XIV No.4 (December, 1936), 17. 

18 Ibid ., 16. 

19Ib id ., XIV No.4 (October, 1936), 18. 
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the Club, Dee Drie Kahlehs (The Three Brides), which was 

20 staged in November, less than a month after the special 

general meeting. 

In 1937 the Dramatic Section, however, again fell 

21 prey to the apathy of its members, a fate which was 

shared by the once extremely active Entertainment 

S t · 22 ec 1.on. This falling off of interest in the . affairs 

of some of the Sections was viewed with concern by the 

Executive, which endeavoured to resuscitate the interest 

23 of member s . 

In the midst of so much inactivity the resurgence 

of energy within in the Culture Section was all the more 

satisfying. This renewed enthusiasm shown for culture 

was almost entirely attributable to the arrival in Durban 

24 of Rabbi Freedman, at whose horne a meeting was held 

with the view to stimulating the further growth of the 

S t · 25 ec 1.on. 

Another satisfying development was the formation in 

1937 of a Stage Committee, under the chairmanship of 

Mr E. Se I i groan. This Committee, co-operated with all 

20 b'd I ~ ., XIV No.3 (November, 1936), 21., Ibid., XIV 
No.4 (December, 1936), 4. 

21 Ibid ., XV No.4 (December, 1937), 10. 

22 Ibid ., 9. 

23 Ibid . 

24 Arnold Miller, p.38. 
25 _ 

Hashalam Rash Hashanah Annual, XV No.1 
(September, 1937), 79. 



sections using the stage of the hall, and assumed 

responsibility for the maintenance and supervision of 

d ' t 26 scenery an equ~pmen . 

Notwithstanding the closure of the Gymnasium 

Section,27 1938 witnessed an improvement in Sectional 

activity, although the support given to the functions 

arranged by the Sections was not uniform. 28 In an 
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effort to attract greater numbers of members to functions 

the Annual General Meeting of the Club resolved in 1938 

to change Club night to Tuesday night. 29 This step was 

taken in the belief that most members wished to visit 

cinemas on a Monday night, owing to there being a change 

of programmes on Mondays, and that if Club funcyions 

were held on another night attendance would increase. 30 

The contention of those who had advocated the change in 

Club night was, however, proved wrong, for during 1939 no 

improved attendance at functions was recorded. 31 In 

fact in the nine months preceeding the outbreak of war 

attendance at activities of the Culture and Entertainment 

S t ' 32 , 1 ec ~ons was scant, ~n arge measure due to members 

26 
HashoZom, XV No.4 (December, 1937), 9. 

27 
The last report on this Section appeared in Ibid., 12. 

28Ib~d., XVI No.4 v (December, 1938), 9. 

29Ibid ., XVI No.5 (January, 1939), 23. 

30 
Arnold Miller, p.39. 

31 
HashoZom, XVII No.3 (November, 1939), 4. 

32 b' d I 1". ., XVI No.7 (April, 1939), 2., Ibi d ., XVI 
No . 9 ( Ma y , 19 3 9 ), 2 0 . 
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taking the Club for granted. 

For all the apparent difficulties which certain 
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Sections experienced in this period, the Club's Hashorom, 

Music, Luncheon, Ladies, Billiards, Bar, Tennis, Bowls 

and Squash Rackets Committees continued to function with 

different degrees of success, providing a varied and full 

programme of activities. 

Among the more extraordinary functions held in this 

period were the annual musical comedies.
34 A revue 

called "Club Cocktail," which was presented in April 1938, 

for bowlers attending the South African Tournament in 

Durban, drew such a large attendance that more than 500 

35 
people had to be turned away. A ball was also held 

at the Club in May 1937 to mark the Coronation of 

King George VI and Queen Elizabeth.
36 Among the many 

distinguished personalities to address the luncheon 

section were Vice-Admiral Sir Francis Tottenham, ' 

Vladimir Jabotinsky,37 the Agent General for India, 

38 Mr Rama Rau and Mrs Rau, Vice-Admiral D'Oyly Lyon the 

Commander-in-Chief of Africa Station, and the renowned 

33 Ibid ., XVI No.5 (January, 1939), 22. 

34 Ibid ., XIII No.11 (July, 1936), 5., Ibid., XIV No.11 
(July, 1937), 20., Ibi d ., XV No.12 (August, 1938), 
31., Ibid., XVI No.11 (July, 1939), 5. 

35 Ib"'.d. , v XV No.9 (May, 1938), 26. 

36 Ib"'·d. , v XIV No.9 (May, 1937), 3. 

37Ibid ., XV No.4 (December, 1937), 11. 

38Ibid ., XVI No.4 (December, 1938), 11. 
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pianist Mr Arthur Rubenstein.
39 

At the same time the membership of the Club grew to 

number 876 in 1939,40 evidence in itself that the Club, 

for all its difficulties, still offered sufficient to 

induce an increasing number of Jewish residents to join 

its ranks. 

The Club continued to display the keenest interest 

in the work of the different Jewish communal institutions 

in the City, and could justifiably claim much of the 

credit for the highly organised state of Durban Jewry. 

Having achieved a high degree of co-operation among the 

Jewish population of the City, the Club "exercised a 

correspondingly important influence not only in the social 

and cultural pursuits of its own members, but in the 

affairs of Natal Jewry as a whole.,,41 

The central place that the Club occupied in the 

community became even more marked upon the outbreak of 

war when throughout this troublous period it served as a 

rallying point for all Durban Jewry. 

39Ibid ., XVII No.3 (November, 1939), 6. 

40Ibid ., 4 

41 bOd I ~ ., XVII No.5 (January, 1940), 1. 
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CHAPTER XVII 

HEBREW EDUCATION 1936 - 1939 

1936 Was in many ways a year of disappointment and 

pleasure for the Durban United Talmud Torah. On the 

one hand it was fraught with problems which affected the 

internal organisation of the school and contributed to 

a decline in the attendance of pupils. 
1 On the other 

hand it was a year which was characterised by significant 

developments in the field of Hebrew education in the City. 

Having vacated , the school premises in Musgrave Road, 

and having been unable to find suitable alternative 

accommodation, the Talmud Torah Committee was forced at 

the commencement of the school term, in February 1936, to 

hold the afternoon classes at the St. Andrew's Street 

Synagogue and the kindergarten classes at the Park Street 

2 Synagogue. The problems resulting from this arrangement 

were compounded by the difficulties which resulted from 

the late arrival of Mr Klachko's successor. For as 

long as the Talmud Torah was without a headmaster, the 

Rev. Menachemson accepted the invitation to act in this 

1 
Hasholom Rosh Hash on ah Annua l , XIV No.1 
(September, 1936), 76. 

2 
Hasholom, XIII No.8 (April, 1936), 22. 
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capacity, assisted by the Rev. Rubin and a new teacher 

Miss B. Wolk, who took charge of the Hebrew classes of 

the kindergarten,3 of which she later became headmistress. 

During the time that he was in charge of the school the 

Rev. Menachemson arranged the first Communal Seder under 

the auspices of the Ta l mud Torah, Habo nim and the Young 

Israel Society.4 This proved so successful that it 

became an annual event with which the Talmud Torah 

remained closely associated.
5 The Rev. Menachemson 

also instituted High Festival Youth Services, principally 

for the pupils of the Tal mud Torah, which were controlled 

by the leaders of the Youth Movements. 6 

In July 1936 after a lengthy delay, caused by the 

regu l ations of the Immigration Authorities, the new 

headmaster, Mr Sam Ernst, arrived in Durban from Belfast, 

Northern Ireland, where he had held a similar position. 7 

Mr Ernst immediately endeared himself to the community 

within which he soon became a leading figure. Through 

the years he carne to be much loved and much revered by 

his community, to whom, for all his other attributes, he 

was first and foremost a respected teacher and educator. 

3Ibid ., XIII No.6 (February, 1936), 26. 

4Ibi d ., XIII No.8 (April, 1936), 22. 

5Ibid ., XIV No.8 (April, 1937), 27., Ibid., 

6 

( May, 19 3 8 ), 27., The Z ion i s t R e co r d , 
April 21, 1939, p.24. 

Hasholom Ros h Has hon ah Annual , XIV No.1 
(September, 1936), 71 . 

7Ibi d ., 76. 

xv No.9 
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Mr Ernst's arrival in Durban coincided with the 

acquisition by the school Committee of a centrally 

situated property, at 37 Silverton Road, which met all 

. 8 the requ~rements of the Ta Zmud Torah. 

Together with the Committee Mr Ernst immediately 

set about working out plans for the Institution's 

reorganisation and the reconstruction of the curriculum. 

Among the subjects included in the new syllabus were 

Religious Instruction, Jewish History, Hebrew Language, 

9 Bible and the study of the Prayer Book. 

As a result of the problems with which the school 

had been confronted, attendance at classes had over the 

months declined enormously. Out of 350 eligible 

children of school age only 60 attended the TaZmud Torah, 

whilst approximately 50 more children received private 

tuition, leaving the vast majority of the children of 

'the c.ommunity without any Jewish education. 10 

To rectify this state of affairs the headmaster 

undertook a house-to-house canvass for pupils. In 

addition to the kindergarten and the classes for young 

children, a special class for children above the age 

of thirteen years was also established, which was 

scheduled to meet three times a week. 11 

8Ibid . 

9Ibid . 

10Ibid. 

llIbid. 

At the same 
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time Hebrew classes for adults were started, under the 

auspices of the Young Israel Society, by Mr Ernst and 

Miss wolk. 12 Under Mr Ernst's direction the pupils of 

the Talmud Torah were reclassified according to their 

degree of knowledge, and efforts were made to achieve 

regular attendance of pupils and to win support for the 

13 
school from the parent body. 

From Monday, 23rd November, 1936, classes, under 

the direction of the Headmaster, the Rev. Menachemson, 

Miss Wolk and Mrs Cotterell, were held at the new Talmud 

Torah premises at 37 Silverton Road. A sign of the 

renewed interest in the school which Mr Ernst's efforts 

had succeeded in arousing in the community, was reflected 

in the large number of pupils who enrolled only a 

14 
fortnight before the closing of the term. The new 

premises were officially opened on December 13, 1936, by 

Mr B. Lurie, the Chairman of the Council of the Durban 

United Hebrew Congregation. The consecration ceremony 

was performed by the Rev. Menachemson, assisted by the 

Revs. Rubin and Kuperberg. 1S The honour of affixing 

the Mezuzzah was given to Mr J. Rubin, who represented 

the Chevra Kadisha on the TaL mud Torah committee,16 

12 Lbid . 

13 
HashoLom, XIV No.3 (November, 1936), 4. 

14Ib "'d., ( v XIV No.4 December, 1936), 30. 

lS Ibid ., XIV No.5 (January, 1937), 18. 

19rbid., XIV No.4 (December, 1936), 30. 
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and who was responsible for the arrangements in 

connection with the opening ceremony. That same 

afternoon the annual Chanukah service and prize giving 

17 
was held at the Park Street Synagogue. 

When the school year recommenced in 1937, in 

consequence of Mr Ernst's house-to-house canvass, the 

number of pupils had increased by 53 to 113, most of 

18 whom attended classes regularly. To reach an even 

wider number of children the headmaster and Rabbi 

Freedman interviewed the authorities at Durban High 

School and Maris Stella Convent, with a view to 

establishing special Hebrew classes for the Jewish pupils 

of these two institutions. 19 As a result of these 

interviews special classes for the pupils of Durban High 

School were formed, and were held at the school premises 

17 Ibid • In 1930 the Talmud Torah prize giving was 
first held to coincide with the Chanukah service 

18 

at the St. Andrewts Street Synagogue. (The 
Zionist Record,. February 6,, 1931,. p.15.) From 1931 
when the combined Chanukah service of the Durban 
Hebrew Congregation, Durban New Hebrew Congregation 
and Durban United Talmud Torah was again held at the 
St. Andrew's Street Synagogue,. (Hasholom,. IX No.5 
(January, 1932), 23.) the service alternated 
annually between the St. Andrew's Street Synagogue 
and the Park Street Synagogues. (Phe Zionist 
Record, January 13, 1933, p.23., Hasholom, XI No.6 
(February, 1934), 26., Ibid., XII No.5 
(January, 1935), 26-27., Ibid.( XIII No.4 
(December,. 1935),. 26.) Similar services were also 
held in 1937, (Ibid., XV No.5 (January, 1938),31.),. 
1938 and 1939. (The Zionist Record, 
December 22, 1939, p.14.) 

Hasholom, XIV No.6 (February, 1937), 17. 

19Ibid ., XIV No.9 (May, 1937), 27. 
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on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 5 pm. Under the 
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chairmanship of Rabbi Freedman an Educational Committee 

was also formed to devise plans for the improvement of 

the general standard of the school,21 and in this way 

assisted Mr Ernst in his efforts on behalf of the Ta Lmud 

Torah. 

Having succeeded in drawing a considerable number 

of children to its classes, the school was now faced 

with the problem of finances to ensure their continuation. 

The TaLmud Torah was fortunate to enjoy the financial 

support of almost every Jewish institution in the City,22 

although as a result of the acquisition of the new 

school premises its resources were considerably 

23 depleted. To offset the enormous deficit with which 

it was faced, the Committee of the TaLmud Torah launched 

24 
a Building Fund. The appeal on behalf of the school 

met with a sympathetic response from wide sections of the 

community and sums of varying amounts were donated. 25 

One particularly generous contribution came from 

20 Ibid ., XIV No.10 (June, 1937), 12. 

21 Ibid ., XV No.2 (October, 1937), 18. 

22 
HashoLom Rosh Hasho nah AnnuaL, XV No.1 
(September, 1937), 89., I bid ., XVI No.1 
(September, 1938), 73., I bid., XVII No.1 
(September, 1939), 65. 

23 Ibid ., XV N 1 ( o. September, 1937), 89. 

24 Ibi d . 

25 
HashoLom, XV No.2 (October, 1937), 18. 
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Mr Moses Morrison of Escombe, who, in honour of his 

daughter's marriage, donated E100 to the school, which, 

in gratitude, decided to name one of the classrooms the 

26 
Moses Morrison Room. 

A further problem with which the school had to cope 

was the sometimes irregular daily attendance of its 

pupils,27 which was attributed in part, to parental 

apathy in ensuring that their children received a sound 

b eel t
' 28 He rew uca ~on. Of all the difficulties which 

confronted the school the problem of poor attendance was 

regarded, in 1937, as the most serious.
29 

In an effort to alleviate this problem a new scheme 

was adopted at the beginning of 1938 whereby pupils were 
, 30 

only required to attend classes three times weekly. 

As a result of the new system attendance improved 

sli'ghtly.31 The number of pupils on the school role, 

rose still further with the formation of a matriculation 

class for seven students, all past pupils of the school, 

who wished to take Hebrew as one of their matriculation 

b ' 32 d su ]ects, an of a continuation class for pupils above 

26 Ibid . 

27 Ibid. 

28 Ibid., XV No.3 (November, 1937 ) , 30. 

29 Ibid. , XV No.4 (December, 1937), 22. 

30 Ibid., XV No.6 (February, 1938) , 31. 

31 Ibid. , XV No.9 (May, 1938) , 31. 

32 Ibid ., xv No.6 (February, 1938), 31. 
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the age of fourteen years. Afternoon classes for 
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pupils of the Durban High School were now held at the 

High School, which proved more popular than the classes 
34 

which had been specially held at the Ta~mud Torah, and 

still more names were added in this way to the school 

register. Despite all the efforts on behalf of Hebrew 

education at least 150 children in Durban continued to 

. . h d t' 35 recelve no JeWlS e uca lon. 

In November 1938, shortly after his appointment as 

Director of Jewish Education, the South African Board of 

Jewish Education allowed Rabbi J.L. Zlotnik to accept an 

invitation from the Jewish community of Durban to visit 

the City and to assist with the community's educational 

problems. During his stay Rabbi Zlotnik preached at 

the St. Andrew's Street Synagogue, addressed the Union of 

Jewish Women, attended the annual general meeting of the 

United Ta~mud Torah, spoke at a Club luncheon and spent 

three afternoons inspecting the local Hebrew school. 36 

After making a careful study of the school's 

problems, Rabbi Zlotnik recommended a number of changes, 

which the Headmaster and Ta~mud Torah Committee resolved 

to act upon. 

33 Ibid . 

34 Ibid . 

Among the suggestions made by Rabbi 

35Hasho ~om Rosh Hasho nah Annua ~, XVI No.1 
(September, 1938), 71. 

36 The Zion i st Record, December 2, 1938, p.28. On 
the Union of Jewish Women see below pp.385-389. 
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Zlotnik was the laying of greater emphasis on the 

kindergarten; the introduction of the Ivrit B' Ivrit 

system into all classes; the creation of separate 

classes for children who entered the Hebrew school at an 

advanced age; the emphasis of Hebrew language and Tanach, 

all other subjects being subsidiary to Hebrewj and the 

teaching of Siddur, the laws and customs and history in 

a practical way, through the medium of Minyanim and 

, I h' t 37 U h' t t spec1a 1S ory courses. pon 1S re urn 0 

Johannesburg Rabbi Zlotnik convened a Hebrew Teachers' 

Conference, in December 1938, at which Mr S. Ernst was 

elected to the Central Council.
38 

The local Talmud 

Torah was thereby brought into closer and more direct 

contact with the Board of Jewish Education. 

Most of Rabbi Zlotnik's suggestions were put into 

practice during 1939, " and as a result considerable 

improvement was effected.,,39 The children's Shabbat 

morning services were reorganised, and, largely through 

the efforts of the headmaster and his pupils, they were 

held regularly each saturday morning at the St. Andrew's 

40 Street Synagogue. 

During 1939, however, the kindergarten, which 

provided both Hebrew and English tuition, and from which 

37 Ibid ., p.23. 

38 Ib "'d., mb v Dece er 23, 1938, p.19. 

39 
Hasholom Rosh Ha shanah Annua l , XVII No.1 
(September, 1939), 65. 

, 

40Ibid . 
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41 
pupils could enter into standard 1 in any school, was 

very poorly attended with only seventeen pupils on its 

roll. 42 This was ascribed to the problem which parents 

encountered in transporting their children to the 

kindergarten. To help overcome this problem the 

Committee of the Talmud Torah organised transportation, 

which resulted in an increase in the number of 

k ' d '1 43 ln ergarten pUpl s. 

Having, after almost ten years, gained considerable 

success, but also its full share of problems and setbacks, 

the Committee of the Talmud Torah decided in 1939, that, 

notwithstanding the assistance rendered by Rabbi Zlotnik, 

a full and thorough investigation of all aspects of 

Hebrew education in Durban was warranted. 

At the request of the Durban United Talmud Torah 

the Council of Natal Jewry appointed a committee, 

consisting of Mr S. Moshal, Chairman; Dr B. Moshal and 

Messrs H. Moss-Morris, B.H. Bloom, L.S. Ditz and 

J. Goldman, to enquire into the aims, objects and 

achievements of the Durban United Talmud Torah. 44 

Committee first met on June 12 and concluded its 

41 Ib "·d. , ( v XV No.1 September, 1937), 89. 

42 Ib "·d. , v XVII No.1 (September, 1939), 65. 

43 Ibid . 

This 

44Report of Committee Appointed to Enquire Into the 
Aims, Objects and Achievements of the Durban United 
Talmud Torah, published 17th November, 1939, p.1. 
In the archives of the Council of Natal Jewry. 
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deliberations on september 19, having held ten meetings, 

at which a number of men and women gave evidence. 

From its investigations the Committee found that 

from 1914, when efforts were first made to form a TaLmud 

45 Torah in Durban, the venue of meeting, the indifference 

of parents and the consequent poor attendance of 

children, had always been the main problems. Despite a 

continuous effort of almost twenty five years, the 

state of religion and Hebrew knowledge was found to be 

very poor in the community as a whole, and more 

particularly among young married people whose children 

were growing up in an atmosphere almost devoid of 

anything Jewish. The Committee was forced to the 

conclusion that ways and means had to be found to 

encourage the young married people particularly, to 

observe, at the least, a very minimum of Jewish 

traditions and ritual. 

From figures which were made available to the 

Committee it was estimated that at least 150 children in 

Durban were receiving no Jewish education whatsoever. 

Reasons that were advanced for this state of affairs 

included the peculair climatic conditions, the many other 

calls made upon the children, and the location of the 

TaLmud Torah which made transport a problem. The 

45 See S.G. Cohen, A History of the Jews of Durban 
1825-1918, Unpublished Masters Dissertation 
(University of Natal, Durban), 1977, pp.263-268 
and 417-421. 
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Committee was also told that the Talm ud Torah Committee 

was out of touch with the community as a whole, and that 

the community itself did not know of the Ta lmud Torah's 

aims, objects and achievements.
46 

After considering the evidence which was presented, 

the Committee made a number of recommendations. It 

urged .firstly, that the members of the Durban United 

Hebrew Congregation should form the membership of the 

United Talmud Torah, that they should pay a compulsory 

levy of £1.1.0 and, together with their wives, should be 

entitled to attend and to vote at all general meetings 

of the United Talmud Torah. In stressing closer 

co-operation with the Durban United Hebrew Congregation, 

the Committee recommended a change in the organisation 

of the school, which would give the Congregation 

extensive influence over matters of finance and the 

Talmud Torah Committee's personnel. 

The Council of the Congregation and the Council of 

Natal Jewry were urged to appoint a Board of Education, 

to be chaired by the Rabbi and consisting of two members 

of the Council of the Congregation, the Chairman of the 

Talmud Torah, the headmaster and five other ladies and 

gentlemen. Its task was to be to co-ordinate the 

efforts of the United Ta l mud Torah of the youth, and the 

Synagogue, and to revive religious feeling and sentiment 

in the whole community of Durban. The Council of the 

46 . 
From the Commlttee Report, pp.2-3. 
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Congregation was urged to recognise that the functions' 

of the Talmud Torah, including the proposed Board of 

Education, and the Synagogue, were complementary to each 

other. The Congregation's Council was accordingly 

advised to give prefe rence to the consideration of 

problems of the United Talmud Torah and to have reports 

from the United Talmud Torah given at the annual general 

meetings of the Congregation. 

In the opinion of the Committee the Youth Services 

were to be regarded by the Congregation, and the 

community as a whole, as of primary importance and worthy 

'of preservation at all costs. In urging the holding of 

children's classes on Sunday mornings for the purposes 

of delivering lectures on Jewish history and Bible 

stories, the Committee also recognised the need to keep 

the mothers of tho~e children better informed on all 

aspects of Jewish life and thought. In its recommendation 

that a class for young married Jewish women be formed, 

the ~ommittee felt that the arrangement of such classes 

should not be left to the Rabbi, who had to fit such 

classes into his full and busy work schedule. Instead, 

it proposed that such classes should be organised on a 

more formal and structured basis by the Board of 

Education, assisted by ·the Union of Jewish Women and the 

Durban Jewish Women!s Guild. 

Within its recommendations the Committee also called 

for honour to be given to pupils of the Talmud Torah, 

and for all ~outh Movements to ~e concentrated around the 
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Talmud Torah. It urged that valuable prizes and 

scholarships be offered to children for most regular 

attendance at the Talmud Torah, progress made thereat, 

and attendance at Synagogue. A call was also made for 

the parents to be invited to visit the Talmud Torah in 

an effort to arouse their interest in its activities. 

The holding of an annual revival week was 

recommended by the Committee which wished to see the 

members of all community organisations involved in thi~ 

plan. The underlying aim of this idea was to prove to 

every institution in the town that without an adequate 

religious and Hebrew training, which began with the 

children of the Talmud Torah, and diffused through the 

community, all other work for the community as a whole 

would eventually be lost and of no lasting value. 

In contrast with the opinion expressed by Rabbi 

Zlotnik after his visit to Durban, the Committee did not 

see the Talmud Torah's principal role as that of a school 

for the teaching of Hebrew. Instead it urged that the 

greatest amount of time possible should be spent in 

teaching religion, customs and traditions, which were 

areas of education in which the children were receiving 

scant instruction in their homes, and a knowledge of 

which was regarded as vital for the continuance of the 

community. 

Among its final recommendations the Committee 

asserted the need for the Rabbi of the Congregation to 

take a personal interest in the working of the Talmud 
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Torah as apart ,from his position as Chairman of the 

proposed Board of Education. It believed that he should 

be responsible for the general policy of the Talmud Torah 

and should be connected with the supervision of the 

curriculum. The community, it was felt, should have a 

right to look to the Rabbi for assurance that all was 

well with the educational functioning of the Talmud Torah. 

The Committee called for the Congregation's Council to 

encourage its members to send their children to the 

Talmud Torah, or to private Hebrew teachers. It 

suggested that the Congregation should not permit boys 

to be barmitzvah unless the Rabbi was satisfied that the 

boy had sufficient knowledge to entitle him to read his 

barmitzvah portion. The introduction of batmitzvah 

ceremonies for girls was also included among the 

Committee's recommendations. 47 

From its report it was clearly evident that the 

Committee regarded the Talmud Torah as an institution 

of paramount importance, capable of determining to a 

large extent the quality and degree of Jewish life in 

the City. It therefore deemed the Talmud Torah to be 

worthy of support from the entire community, but in 

particular, from the United Hebrew Congregation, with 

which it shared many similar objectives. 

The report of the special Committee, for all its 

many sound and practical recommendations, could not, 

47 b'd I 'Z, ., pp.4-7. 
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however, be acted upon immediately, as the Second World 

War broke out at the time that the Committee was 

concluding its deliberations.
48 

48 HashaLam Rash Hasha nah AnnuaL , XVIII No.1 
(September, 1940), 48. 
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CHAPTER XVIII 

ZIONIST ACTIVITY IN DURBAN 1936 - 1939 

POLITICAL ZIONISM 

World Jewry's growing concern in this period for 

the future of its European co-religionists, was coupled 

with an increased 'uneasiness over the course which 

events were taking in Palestine. The tragic plight of 

European Jewry added impetus to the Zionist cause, and 

at the same time brought Jewish nationalist aspirations 

into conflict with Arab opposition, and with British 

bureaucracy which was struggling to satisfy both opposing 

parties. 

The year 1936 began with world wide Zionist protests 

against the establishment of a Legislative Council in 

Palestine. Jewish opposition was not directed at the 

idea of a Legislative Council one day being created in 

Palestine, but rather to the fact that the proposed 

Council was to be formed on the existing ratio of Arabs 

and Jews in Palestine, and would be of distinct 

disadvantage to the Jews. 1 

1The Zionist Record, January 24, 1936, p.27., 
HashoZom, XIII No.5 (January, 1936), 13. 
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Dissatisfaction over the High Commissioner's 

proposals for a Legislative Council were, however, 

superceded by the unrest and violence in Palestine in 

1936, by which the Arabs sought to give expression to 

their demand for a cessation of further Jewish immigration 

into the country. Beginning with isolated attacks
2 

the 

unrest spread rapidly, culminating in the declaration of 

a six month general strike by the Arab Higher Committee
3 

and the outbreak of guerilla activities in various parts 

of palestine. 4 
Following the breakdown of peace talks, 

arranged by the Emir Abdullah of Transjordan, fresh 

5 outbreaks of violence occurred, which only ceased in 

October 1936, when at the recommendation of the Arab 

states to rely on the good intentions of the British, 

6 the strike was called off. A Royal Commission, headed 

by Lord Peel, which was sent to investigate the cause 

2Walter Laqueur, A History of Zionism, 

3 

(New York, 1976), p.513., The Natal Mercury, 
April 20, 1936, p.11. 

Walter Laqueur, p.513., The Natal Mercury, 
May 18, 1936, p.13. 

4 
Walter Laqueur, p.513., The Natal Mercury, 

5 

6 

May 18, 1936, p.17., May 22, 1936, p.11., 
May 25, 1936, p.4., June 1, 1936, p.9., 
June 3, 1936, p.13., June 11, 1936, p.8. 

Walter Laqueur, pp.513-514. The Natal Mercury, 
August 7, 1936, p.15., August 8, 1936, p.13., 
August 15, 1936, p.7., August 17, 1936, p.11., 
August 22, 1936, p.15., September 8, 1936, p.11., 
September 15, 1936, p.13., September 19, 1936, p.15., 
October 9, 1936, p.13. 

Walter Laqueur, p.514., The Natal Mercury, 
October 12, 1936, p.11. 
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of the disorders in Palestine, left London, in November 1936, 

for Jerusalem7 returning to the United Kingdom almost two 

months later. 8 

Whilst the Commission was preparing its report, 

Vladimir Jabotinsky" the head of the Zionist Revisionist 

Party and leader of the New Zionist Organisation, which 

had been formed in 1935 upon the secession of the 

Revisionist Party from the World Zionist organisation,9 

visited Durban in the course of his tour of the Union. 

During his stay in. the City he warned of h.is organisations 

determination to oppose any scheme which the Commission 

might recommend for partitioning Palestine, and insisted 

that the Jewish people needed the whole of Palestine, on 

both sides of the Jordan, for the Jewish homeless of 

10 Europe. 

In a public address at a packed meeting in the Sons 

of England Hall, Jabotinsky outlined his scheme to 

settle 1,500,000 Jews in Palestine over a period of ten 

years. He also repeated his demand that representation 

of the Jewish people in the Mandate should be transferred 

to a world Jewish National Assembly elected by universal 

suffrage. As a preliminary, Jabotinsky suggested a 

7 
Walter Laqueur, p.514., The Natal Mercury, 
November 6, 1936, p.13. 

8 
Walter Laqueur, p.514., The Natal Mercury, 
February 1, 1937, p.l0. 

9 
Walter Laqueur, p.369. 

10 . 
The Natal Advertiser, May 11, 1937, p.4. 
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round-table conference between the two Zionist 

organisations, and other organisations sincerely 

. h . t 11 interested in creating a Jewls communl y. 

The Durban Zionist Association, in line with the 

south African Zionist Federation, came out in opposition 

to Mr Jabotinsky for having broken away from the Zionist 

Organisation. At a public meeting of the Zionist 

Association, held before his visit to Durban,Jabotinsky 

was attacked by Mr B. Gering of the South African Zionist 

Federation, for, "spilling Jewry into two camps, with two 

. ddt . t ' 1112 ln epen en organlsa lons. Notwithstanding the 

attitude of the local Zionist Association, Jabotinsky's 

13 visit IItook Durban by storm." On May 27 the Durban 

Zionist Association held a mass meeting, which was 

addressed by Mr N. Kirschner, President of the South 

African Zionist Federation, to clear up various questions 

that had arisen in consequence of Jabotinsky's visit, and 

to reaffirm the official policy of the Association and 

the Zionist Federation. 14 Jabotinsky's visit to Durban 

also aroused a great deal of interest amongst the youth 

of the community, for whom h~ organisation generally 

11 

12 

13 

The NataL Mercury, May 12, 1937, p.16. 

HashoLom, XIV No.9 (May, 1937), 16. For a fuller 
account of Jabotinsky's visit to the Union and the 
response of the Zionist Federation see Gideon 
Shimoni, Jews and Zionism: The South African 
Experience 1910-196?, (Cape Town, 1980), pp.183-186. 

HashoLom Rosh Hashonah AnnuaL, XV No.1 
(September, 1937), 91. 

14Th Z' . e ~on~st Record, June 18, 1937, p.13. 
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had a particular appeal. However, like its parent body, 

the Durban Zionist Youth Society came out firmly behind 

. . IS 
the World Zionist Organlsatlon. 

In July 1937, the Report of the Peel Commission 

was issued in London. Among its recommendations were 

the partition of Palestine into two new independent 

sovereign States, one Jewish and one Arab, the latter to 

be joined to Transjordan, with a British enclave under 

permanent mandate including Jerusalem, and a corridor to 

the sea at Jaffa; Tiberias, Safed, Haifa and Acre, 

because of their mixed population, were to remain 

temporarily under the control of the mandatory authority, 

who were to also retain control of Nazareth; the port of 

Jaffa was to belong to the Arab State. The Commission 

recommended furthermore, that Jewish immigration be 

restricted to the economic absorptive capacity of the 

projected Jewish State, and no immigration was to be 

allowed between the two States. 16 

The partition scheme was rejected by the Arabs, 

met with similar disapproval from many Zionists, and was 

strongly opposed by the Jewish community of Durban. 17 

In the two British Houses of Parliament the Report came 

15 

16 

Hashalam Rash Hashanah Annual, 
(September, 1937), 91 and 93. 
see below p.3S6-361. 

xv No.1 
On Youth Society 

On the Peel Commission see Walter Lacqueur, 
pp.514-S18., The Natal Mercury, 
July 8, 1937, pp.18 and 20. 

17 The Natal Advertiser, July 8, 1937, pp.11-12. 
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under slashing attack,18 and the House of Commons finally 

decided to have a further inquiry into the Palestine 

problem, after referring the par~ition Report to the 

h f th N t ' 19 
Mandates Commission of t e League 0 e a lons. 

The question of partition dominated the agenda of the 

16th South African Zionist Conference, held in Kimberley 

from July 30-August 2, 1937.
20 The representatives of 

21 
the Zionist bodies in Durban joined delegates from all 

parts of the Union in unanimously urging the World 

Zionist Congress to reject the proposals for partition, 

and in reaffirming the Conference's belief in the 

implementation of the Mandate.
22 

The chief feature of the 20th World Zionist 

Congress, which opened in Zurich on August 3 was, of 

course, the partition debate. Weizmann and his followers 

appealed to Congress not to reject the principle of 

partition,23 a call unacceptable to many of the 

delegates, including Mr H. Moss-Morris of Durban, who was 

a member of the South African delegation, and who 

strongly argued against partition. Mr Moss-Morris, in 

fact, concluded his address at Congress by quoting a 

18 
The Natal Mercury, July 19, 1937, p.11., 
July 21, 1937, p.13., July 23, 1937, p.lS. 

19 Ibid ., July 23, 1937, p.lS. 

20The Zionis t Re co r d , August 6, 1937, p.7. 

21 Ibid ., p.8. 

22 
Hasholom, XIII No.12 (August, 1937), 6. 

23 
The Natal Mercur y , August 4, 1937, p.ll. 
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letter from General Smuts expressing grave misgivings 

about the policy of partition.
24 

Weizmann's resolution, 

which rejected the partition plan proposed by the 

Commission, but which empowered the Zionist Executive to 

enter into negotiations with the British Government to 

determine London's conditions for the establishment of a 

Jewish State, was passed by 300 votes to 158.
25 

~ab opposition to the partition proposals found 

" d b k f t' 1 t' 26 express~on ~n a renewe out rea 0 unres ~n Pa es ~ne, 

which resulted in the murder of the District Commissioner 

of the Galilee27 and the subsequent arrest of five 

prominent members of the Arab Higher Committee. 28 In 

response to the killing of Jews, individual units of the 

Irgun (the Irgun Zvai Leumi, the National Military 

organisation of the Revisionists) began to attack Arab 

29 
targets. The execution of the Irgun fighter 

24 Ib ",Od. , 0 v August 1 , 1937, p.13. Referred to in 

25 

26 

27 

28 

Walter Laqueur, p.519. 

Walter Laqueur, p.520., The Natal Mercury, 
August 12, 1937, p.13. 

Walter Laqueur, p.521., The Natal Mercury, 
September 2, 1937, p.13., October 19, 1937, p.11., 
October 23, 1937, p.15., November 6, 1937, p.15., 
November 10, 1937, p.7. 

Walter Laqueur, p.521., The Natal Mercury, 
September 29, 1937, p.13. 

Walter Laqueur, p.521., The Natal Mercury, 
October 2, 1937, p.15. 

29 b 'd I 1- ., November 15, 1937, p.13., December 21, 1937, 
p.15. On the Irgun see Walter Laqueur, 
pp.374-378., and Menachem Begin, The Revolt, 
( London, 195 1) . 
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30 
Solomon ben Joseph, in June 1938, prompted increased 

attacks on the part of the Irgun against the Arab targets 

and an escalation of fighting in palestine.
31 

The 

unrest abated with the British Government's announcement 

of its abandonment of the Partition Plan, and the 

convening of a conference in London, to be attended by 

representatives of the British Government, the Arabs and 

32 
the Jewish Agency. 

~~ilst the country was torn by violence, Zionist 

opinion on the question of Palestine remained divided.
33 

To help the community better understand the situation, 

Mr Eliezer Kaplan, the Treasurer and a member of the 

Executive of the Jewish Agency, visited Durban in 

February 1938. During his stay in the City he met with 

all branches of the local Zionist movement and addressed 

a mass meeting at the Durban Jewish Club.
34 

A month 

30 

31 

32 

Walter Laqueur, p.37S., The Natal Mercury, 
July 1, 1938, p.17. 

Walter Laqueur, p.375., The Natal Mercury, 
July 5, 1938, p.11., July 6, 1938, p.13., 
July 7, 1938, p.11., July 11, 1938, p.13., 
July 12, 1938, p.13., July 13, 1938, p.1S., 
July 14, 1938, p.1S., July 16, 1938, p.1S., 
July 18, 1938, p.11., July 19, 1938, p.11., 
July 26, 1938, p.13., August 1, 1938, p.11., 
August 19, 1938, p.6., September 15, 1938, p.1S., 
October 4, 1938, p.13. 

Walter Laqueur, p.S22., The Natal Mercury, 
October 19, 1938, p.13., November 10, 1938, p.1S. 

33Ib~d., v January 5, 1938, p.13., February 7, 1938, 
p.17. 

34 
HashoZom, XV No.7 (March, 1938), 12. 
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later, during his tour of the Union, ~n the interests of 

the New Zionist Organisation, Mr Vladimir Jabotinsky 

35 passed through Durban, to be followed a few weeks later 

by Dr Louis Altman, a member of the World Presidency of 

h · 't' 36 t e Organlsa lone Both Revisionist leaders held 

opinions that differed greatly from those held by 

members of the Jewish Agency. In October 1938 at a 

mass meeting, to commemorate the 21st anniversary of the 

Balfour Declaration, Mr M. Kentridge M.P., a 

Vice-President of the South African Zionist Federation, 

placed ' his analysis of the existing situation before 

1 1 ' " 37 oca Zlonlsts. Mr Kentridge assured his audience 

that they could continue to have faith in Great Britain 

as the Mandatory Power in Palestine, and that the pledge 

which Great Britain had given Jewry was one which all 

Britons would fight for. 38 

The London Round Table Conference opened on 

February 7, 1939
39 

and in the ensuing discussions it 

was found impossible to reduce the sharp cleavage that 

existed between the Jewish and Arab viewpoints. 40 The 

35 
Th e Natal Mercury, March 23, 1938, p.15. 

36 Ibid ., April 7, 1938, p.23. 

37 bOd I b .1 October 31, 1938, p.11., The Zionist 
Record~ November 4,1938, p.18. 

38 
Hash olom , XVI No.3 (November, 1938), 27. 

39 
Walter Laqueur, p.523., The Natal Mercury, 
February 8, 1939, p.13. 

40 
Walter Laqueur, pp.523-527., The Natal Mercury, 
February 20, 1939, p.11. 
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Jewish representatives rejected the British delegation's 

suggestion of a gradual restriction in immigration to 

palestine,41 or its suggestions for Jewish acceptance of 

. 42 
minority status in Palestine. The Conference ended 

with the departure of the Jewish delegation in mid-March. 43 

World Jewry, isolated politically, threatened by the 

forces of Fascism, and unable to find a place of refuge 

for its persecuted communities in almost any part of the 

globe, now watched its dreams of a homeland for the 

Jewish people in Palestine gradually eroding. At a mass 

meeting in the Coronation Hall, Johannesburg, 

Dr Deborah Katzen and Rabbi A.H. Freedman, of Durban, 

called on the Jewish people not to lose their faith, but 

to face the world with courage. 44 

The British Government published its historic White 

Paper, which was based on its plans communicated at the 

London Round-Table Conference, at St. James's Palace, on 

May 17, 1939. It expressed Britain's intention to 

establish an independent Palestine state within ten 

years, limited Jewish immigration to 75,000 in the first 

five years, making Jewish immigration thereafter 

dependant on Arab permission, and prohibited or restricted 

41 
Walter Laqueur, p.526., The Natal Mercury, 
February 22, 1939, p.13. 

42 
Walter Laqueur, p.526., The Natal Mercury, 
March 1, 1939, p.13. 

43 
Walter Laqueur, p.527., The Natal Mercury, 
March 17, 1939, p.15. 

44Th Z· . e ~on~st Record, February 10, 1939, p.17. 
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Jewish settlement in certain parts of palestine.
45 

World Jewry rejected the White Paper as a denial of the 

Jewish people's right to rebuild their ancestral 

homeland. They rejected it as a breach of faith on the 

part of Great Britain and a vain effort to appease Arab 

nationalism. Particularly painful for World Jewry, in 

the light of prevailing conditions for Jews in Europe, 

was the White Paper's curb on Jewish immigration.
46 

Palestinian Jewry organised an all day strike to 

emphasise its protest,47 whilst in South Africa, the 

delegates to the 17th South African Zionist Conference, 

in Bloemfontein, demonstrated their indignation at the 

48 form of the proposals. 

49 
by General Smuts and by 

The White Paper was criticised 

Mr Jan Hofmeyr M.P.,50 whilst 

the New Zionist Organisation of South Africa forwarded 

a petition to General Hertzog requesting "the Union 

Government in its capacity as head of a co-signatory 

State on the Palestine Mandate to use its utmost 

endeavours to negative in the League of Nations the White 

Paper proposals of the British Government. ,,51 

45 
Walter Laqueur, p.528., The Natal Mercury, 
May 18, 1939, p.13. 

46 
Walter Laqueur, p.528. 

47 
The Natal Mercury, May 19, 1939, p.13. 

48 Ibid ., p.14. 

49 Ibid ., p.13. 

50 Ibid ., May 20, 1939, p.14. 

51 Ibid ., May 30, 1939, p.17. 
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Throughout the Union Jewish communities gathered to 

52 
protest against the Palestine White Paper, which, in 

the words of the Editor of the Jewish Club journal, 

HashoZom, came after, IIthree years of blind faith in the 

proverbial sense of British justice,1I for which Jewry 

had been IIrewarded with disillusionment and a betrayal 

53 of trust. 1I At a meeting held on May 28 at the Jewish 

Club the community recorded its protest against the 

White Paper, and pledged its support for the World Zionist 

Organisation in its efforts to secure the rights, 

granted to Jewry under the Balfour Declaration. 54 

Jewry's outspoken criticism of the White Paper 

aroused the ire of sections of the local Durban press. 

The NataZ Mercury, which was unashamedly imperialist, 

warned the Jewish people that in continuing, "their 

reckless campaign of inflaming public opinion on the 

Palestine question they will alienate that large body of 

public opinion in Britain whose support and sympathy they 

55 
S'O desperately needed. 1I It also prompted much 

correspondence on the matter in the columns of the daily 

56 morning newspaper. 

52 Ibid ., May 28, 1939, pp.14 and 18. 

53 HashoZom, XVI No.9 (May, 1939), 2. 

54 The Zionist Record, June 2, 1939, pp.9-10. 

55The l Nata Mercury, June 17, 1939, p.16. 

56 Ibid ., June 16, 1939, p.18., June 17, 1939, p.16., 
June 19, 1939, .p. 16 ., June 20, 1939, p. 16 . , 
June 22, 1939, p.20., June 23, 1939, p.20., 
June 24, 1939, p.16. 
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Undaunted by local public opinion the New 

Zionist Organisation of South Africa held a public 

meeting at the Cax ton Hall , Smith Street, on July 2nd,57 

at which Mr A.A. Menkin, the General Secretary of the 

Organisation in South Africa, made reference to the 

editorial and readers' letters published in The Natal 

58 Mercury. In his address Mr Menkin outlined his 

organisation's stand, challenged the Palestine 

Administration's right to restrict Jewish immigration, 

which he proclaimed the New Zionist Organisation was 

circumventing by smuggling immigrants into Palestine, 

and strongly criticised the British Government for 

59 issueing the White Paper. Local leaders of the Jewish 

community mindful of local pro-British sentiment 

determined not to be identified with the opinions 

expressed at the meeting. They therefore informed the 

press that Mr Menkin's meeting was held against their 

'h 60 11 h W1S es. Mr F.C. Ho ander, muc respected by the 

local citizenry for his years of public service, added 

his own personal criticism of · the New Zionist Organisation 

meeting. He disassociated himself from the unrestrained 

criticism of the British Government and its people which 

had been voiced, questioned the advisability of 

57 Ibid ., June 30, 1939, p.15. 

58 Ib"'d., 1 3 ~ Ju Y , 1939, p.13. 

59 Ibid . 

60 Ibi d . 
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smuggling illegal immigrants into Palestine, and affirmed 

the loyalty and indebtedness of himself and his community 

61 
generally, to Great Britain and the Commonwealth. 

In August 1939 Zionists gathered in Geneva for the 

21st World Zionist Congress, at which the delegation 

from South Africa included Mr H. Moss-Morris,62 who also 

represented the Union at the Jewish Agency meeting held 

63 immediately after the Congress. Jewry's bitterness 

over the White Paper was again expressed by Dr Weizmann, 

in his presidential address at the opening of the 

Congress,64 which, meeting under the shadow of war, 

was characterised by a mood of seriousness. 

Less than a week after the Congress ended, Germany 

invaded Poland, and with the outbreak of World War II the 

Jewish opposition to British policy in Palestine was 

superceded by a common desire to defeat the forces of 

Nazism. 

PHILANTHROPIC ZIONISM 

Local Jewry's concern over Palestine was mirrored 

in the rapt attention with which the community followed 

61 Ibid ., July 4, 1939, p.17. 

62Th zo ° e ~on~st Record, July 28, 1939, p.4. 

63 bOd I ~ ., August 4, 1939, p.26. 

64 The Natal Mercury, August 17, 1939, p.1S. 
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the unfolding of events in the National Homeland, and 

found practical expression in the generosity with which 

the community responded to campaigns for funds to assist 

in the country's upbuilding. 

In 1936, as Palestine was experiencing widescale 

riots and unrest, Prof. Selig Brodetsky, a prominent 

Zionist and Professor of Applied Mathematics at Leeds 

university,65 and Mrs Rebecca Sieff, a pioneer of 

Women's Zionism and joint Chairman of WIZO,66 visited 

Durban in the interests of the Keren Hayesod Campaign. 

Their campaign in Durban was in every way a remarkable 

success, which was largely attributable to the efforts 

of the local Keren Hayesod Committee, led by Mr S. Moshal. 

The inaugural banquet drew a record crowd;67 the women's 

campaign was launched at a reception attended by over 200 

women, and the mass meeting and youth rally established 

a record mass meeting attendance. 68 In furtherance of 

the campaign a brief visit to Durban was made by 

Mr Baruch Zuckerma~who addressed the community in 

Yiddish at a meeting at the Jewish Club on August 18. 69 

The Karen Kayemeth Campaign, held in the following 

year, was launched only days after the publication of 

65 
HashoZom, XIII No.9 (May, 1936), 16. 

66 Ibid ., 17. 

67 Th Z· . e ~on~st Record, June 19, 1936, p.10. 

68 Ibid . 

69 
HashoZom, XIV No.2 (October, 1936), 10. 



341 

the Report of the Peel Commission. The emotions aroused 

by the Report added impetus to the appeal made by the 

prominent American Zionist, Rabbi Dr Solomon Goldman, at 

70 
a mass meeting at the Jewish Club on July 12, 1937. 

From Durban, where he concluded his nationwide campaign, 

Rabbi Goldman proceeded to the 20th World Zionist 

Congress, to give expression to his opposition to the 

Partition Plan, which, during his stay in Durban, he had 

described "as being unfair and contrary to the whole 

71 historic outlook of the Jewish people." 

The 1938 Keren Hayesod Campaign was launched in 

D b f A t 2_4, 72 by the R M ' PI' ur an, rom ugus eVe aurlce er zwelg, 

minister of the Liberal Synagogue in London, and a 

member of the Executive of the World Zionist Organisation 

and of the Jewish Agency; Mrs Roza Ginzberg, one of the 

first women members of the Palestine Bar, the honorary 

treasurer of the Palestine Executive of WIZO and the 

daughter-in-law of Achad Ha'am; and Dr Max Soloweitschikr. 

a distinguished Zionist leader, who was director of the 

Anglo-Palestine Bank in Haifa and Chairman of the Keren 

Hayesod Committee in palestine. 73 
A notable feature of 

the campaign was the inauguration of a Youth Keren 

70 b 'd I1; ., XIV No.ll (July, 1937), 10-1l. 

71The N 7 ata~ Mercury, July 14, 1937, p.14. 

72The ' , Z~on~st Record, August 5, 1938, p.7., 

73 

August 12, 1938, p.l0. 

HashoZom, XV No.ll (July, 1938), Keren Hayesod 
Supplement. 
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Hayesod Campaign, at a reception to the Rev. Perlzweig, 

which drew a fine response on the part of the youth who 

displayed an irrepressible desire to play a more effective 

I .. f d . . 74 ro e in Z~on~st un ra~s~ng. 

In furtherance of the Keren Hayesod Campaign, but 

primarily in the interests of the Mizrachi Party, 

Rabbi Wolf Gold, President of the World Mizrachi 

Organisation, spent a short time with the Jewish 

community of Durban. The chief function during his stay 

was a mass meeting, which took place on September 20, 1938. 

Before his departure from Durban, the Rabbi formed a 

nucleus group of the Mizrachi Party, with 

Rabbi A.H. Freedman, Chairmanj Mr A.J. Cohen, 

Vice-Chairman; the Rev. N. Menachemson, Secretary; and 

Dr N. Smith,. Treasurer. 75 
From Durban the Mizrachi 

President, accompanied by Messrs N. Hertz .and S. Ogus I 

of Durban, travelled to Vryheid, where at a gathering of 

the Jewish community of the district he inaugurated the 

1 I K H d C . 76 oca eren ayeso ampa~gn. 

By the time Lieut. Col. Fredrick Kisch, the 

prominent British Zionist leader, · visited Durban in 

July 1939, as the emissary of the Keren Kayemeth 

Campaign, the White Paper had already been published and 

74Ib~d., XV No.12 " (Au gu s t , 1 938 ), 27. 

75 Ibid ., XVI No.2 (October, 1938), 17. 

76 Ibid ., XVI No.3 (November, 1938), 14. 
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was the subject of the Lieut. Col. Kisch's address to 

h . t 77 t e commun~ y. After speaking to the women and youth 

of the community,78 Lieut. Col. Kisch continued his tour 

of the Union,on which he had earlier been accompanied 

79 
by Mr A. Goldberg M.P., of Durban. 

ORGANISATIONAL ZIONISM 

The meetings in connection with the events in 

Palestine and the fund raising efforts on behalf of the 

country, were the principal preoccupations of the Durban 

Zioni st Association in this period.
80 

Upon its reorganisation in 1935 by a few enthusiasts, 

headed by Mr Alec Rubens, the Association had held 

regu l ar meetings and had organised Blue Box ciearances 

and the annual Shekel collection. 81 With Mr Rubens's 

departure from Durban in February 1936,82 and his 

subsequent decision to settle in palestine,83 the local 

77 Ib "Od., XVI (1 v No . 11 Ju y, 1 939 ), 3. 

78 Ibid., 4. 

79 Th Zoo d e 1.-on1.-st Recor , June 16, 1939, p.9. 

80 
Hasholom Rosh Hashonah Annual, XIV No.1 
(September, 1936),75., Ibid.,. XV . No.l 
(September, 1937), 91., Ibid., XVII No.1 
(September, 1939), 69-70. 

81 Ibid ., XIV N 1 (S b o. eptem er, 1936), 75. 

82 Ibid • 

83 
Hasholom. XIII No.ll (July, 1936), 4. 
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Association once again went into decline. On 

April 14, 1937, the members of the Association met at 

the Jewish Club for the purpose of re-establishing the 

Durban Zionist Association on a stronger and better 

. db' 84 organlse aS1S. The intention of the meeting was to 

create "a structure which was to be essentially of a 

cultural and educational nature rather than ... of a ', 

monetary or fund raising nature for which the Society 

had hitherto existed."8S 

Contrary to its said intentions, the Association, 

however, never developed into a cultural or educational 

body within the community. As in the past it directed 

86 its energies principally to the sale of Shekels, the 

87 clearance of National Fund Blue Boxes, the 

representation of Zionists at conferences of the South 

84 The Zionist Record, April 23, 1937, p.28. 

85 
Hasholom Rosh Hashonah Annual, XV No.1 

86 

(September, 1937), 91. 

In 1936 324 shekels were sold, in 1937 386 shekels 
were purchased and in the following year the sale 
of shekels totalled 507. (The Zionist Record 
June 24, 1938, p '.24.) In 1939 over 600 perso~s 
enrolled as shekel holders. {Hasholom Rosh 
Hashonah Annual, XVII No.1 (September, 1939) 
69-70.) , 

87 Ibid ., XIV No.1 (September, 1936), 75., HashoZom 
XIV No.7 (March, 1937),5., Ibid.,XVNo.9 {May, 1938),4. 
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d t ' 88 d th " of African Zionist Fe era lon, an e organlslng 

elections to select delegates to the Congresses of the 

, t' 89 World Zionist Organlsa lon. 

Other activities arranged by the Association included 

the organisation of a visit to Durban of the celebrated 

author and orator Mr Maurice samuel,90 the presentation 

of the first all Hebrew talking film entitled This 1,S 

the Land, 
91 the convening of mass meetings to commemorate 

the anniversaries of the Balfour Declaration 
92 and the 

h ' f P' t' 93 co-sponsors lp 0 a ur1,m func lon. 

Of considerable interest to local Zionists was the 

visit to Durban of Mr Ehud Ben Yehuda, a son of Eliezer 

' Ben Yehuda, who came to South Africa to enlist the 

88At the 16th South African Zionist Conference in 
Kimberley from July 30-August 2, 1937, the 
Association was represented by Messrs J. Goldberg 
and S.A. Ogus, (The Zionist Record, August 6, 1937, 
p.8.) At the 17th Conference, held in 
Bloemfontein, in May 1939, Messrs A. Goldberg M.P., 
M. Goldberg, N. Lochoff and Mrs I. Tager represented 
the Association. (Ibid., May 26, 1939, p.21.) 

89Mr H. Moss-Morris of Durban was elected as a 
delegate to the 20th World Zionist Congress in 
Zurich, in August 1937, (Ibid., June 25, 1937, p.9.) 
and was a member of the South African delegation to 
the 21st Congress in Geneva. (Ibid." July 28, 1939 1 

p.4.) Immediately thereafter he represented the . 
Union at a Jewish Agency meeting. (Ibid., 
August 4, 1939, p.26.) 

90 
Hasholom Rosh Hashonah Annual, XV No.1 
(September, 1937), 91. 

91 
The Natal Mercury, July 12, 1937, p.ll. 

92 The Zionist Record, November 12, 1937, p.25., 
November 4, 1938, p.18. 

93 Ibid ., March la, 1939, p.22. 
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support of local Jewry in the work of completing the 

Hebrew Thesaurus, which had been his father's principal 

preoccupation. An Eliezer Ben Yehuda Memorial Committee 

was established in the Union, and this committee received 

the patronage of the Minister of Education the 

Hon. J.H. Hofmeyr. Among the committee's personnel 

were Dr B. Moshal, the President of the Durban Jewish 

Club , and Mr M. Freed, one of the stalwarts of the Durban 

. . t . t' 94 ZlonlS ASSOCla 10n_ 

In contrast to the Durban Zionist Association, the 

Durban Women's Zionist League devoted much of its 

energies to cultural and intellectual pursuits, and in 

so doing it largely fulfilled the cultural needs of the 

Jewish women of Durban.
95 Regular meetings of the 

League were punctuated by the visits of interesting 

personalities,whose participation in League activities 

indicated the stature which the League had rapidly 

acquired within the community. Among these visitors 

were Rabbi Dr Solomon Goldman, who visited Durban on 

behalf of the Jewish National Fund in July 1937;96 

Justice and Mrs Frumkin from palestinei 97 

94 Ibid ., April 1, 1937, p.27. 

95 For details of its monthly activities see Hasholom 
Rosh Hasho~ah Annual, XIV No.1 (September, 1936), 
75~76., Ib~d., XV No.1 (September, 1937), 93., 
Ibid., XVI No.1 (September, 1938), 77., Ibid., 
XVII No.1 (September, 1939), 69. 

96 Th Z· . e ~on~st Record, July 30, 1937, p.26. 

97 
Hasholom, XV No.5 (January, 1938), 31. 
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Dr Deoorah Katzen and Mrs Rhe inhold, the chairman and 

vice-chairman of the Johannesburg Women"s Zionist League, 

98 
who addressed the League in July 1938; Rabbi Wolf 

Gold, who visited Durban in September 1938, principally 

99 
in the interests of the Mizr achi Party; Mr H. Rajak, 

the chairman of the Men's Zionist Society of 

100 Johannesburg and Lieut. Col. F. Kisch, who visited 

b ' I 939 f h 'I dC' 101 Dur an ln Ju y 1 or t e Natlona Fun ampalgn. 

As a Zionist body, the League was also active in 

many avenues of Zionist ,endeavour, and its work 

complimented that undertaken by the members of the Durban 

Zionist Association. Through the'activities of its 

sewing groups the League extended practical assistance 

to WIZO,102 whilst it also annually contributed funds 

towards the Hebrew University of Jerusaieml03 and the 

104 Keren Kayeme th. In May 1938 the Women's Zionist 

105 
Lea~ue took charge of clearing of Blue Boxes, , the 

first J.N.F. conveners of the League being 

98 Ibid ., XV No. 1'2 (August, 1938),30. 

991bid ., XVI No.2 (October, 1938), 23. 

100Ib~d., XVI 7 ( v No. March, 1939), 23. 

1 0,1 Ib ",' d ., XVI N 1 2 ( v o. August, 1939), 12. 

102 Ibid ., XV No.3 (November, 1937), 31., Has holom Rosh ' 
Hashanah Annual, XVII No.1 (September, 1939), 69. 

103 ' 
Ibid., XIV No.1 (September, 1936), 75., The Zionist 
Record, November 20, 1936, p.29. 

104 , 
Ib 1- d., July 24, 1936, p.34., Has holomi XV No.3 
(November, 1937), 31. 

105 Ib ' d 
1- ., XV No.9 (May, 1938), 4. 
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Mesdames S. Torf, J. Fisher and C.I. Israel. 

348 

Members of the League also assisted in local ShekeL 

collections;07 and dur~ng the biennial Keren Hayesod 

Campaigns League members served on the local Executive 

h ' ' 108 and arranged t e women s campa1gns. Delegates from 

the League represented the women Zionists of Durban at 

National Zionist Conferences
109 

and at the Women's 

Zionist Conferences, which generally preceded the 

f h h f ' Z" t F d t' 110 Conferences 0 t e Sout A r1can 10n1S e era 1on. 

Within six years of its inception the League had 

corne to occupy an important part in the life of the 

Jewish community to which it made a significant 

contribution, through its many and varied activities. 

The influence of the League was in fact, however, not 

106HashoLom Rosh Hashonah AnnuaL, XVI No.1 
(September, 1938), 77. 

107 The Zionist Record, February 17, 1939, p.22. 

108 
HashoLom Rosh Hashonah AnnuaL, XIV No.1 
(September, 1936), 75., Ibid., XVI No.1 
(September, 1938), 77. 

109 , 
At the 16th South Afr1can Zionist Conference in 

110 

Kimberley in 1937, Mrs C. Torf represented the 
League. (The Zionist Record, August 6, 1937, 
p.8.) At the 17th Conference, held in 
Bloemfontein, the League was represented by 
Mrs H. Moss-Morris. (Ibid., May 26,1939, p.21.) 

Mrs C. Torf attended the 3rd South African Women's 
Zionist Conference held in Kimberley on 
July 29, 1937 (Ibid., August 6, 1937, p.8.) and 
Mrs H. Moss-Morris was present on behalf of the 
League of the 4th South African Women's Zionist 
Conference, held in Bloemfontein on May 17, 1939. 
(Ibid., May 26, 1939, p.21.) 
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entirely restricted to Durban, for, by 1937, a group of 

women Zionist workers had been organised in 

P'ietermaritzburg, largely through the efforts of the 

League. 111 Thereafter contact was maintained with the 

112 d' I . . t b Pietermaritzburg group, an 1rregu ar V1S1 s y 

members of the two groups served to strengthen this bond 

still further. 113 

Within the ranks of the Habonim the period from 

1936 to the outbreak of war was one of growth and 

progress, but one not entirely free from difficulty. 

Upon recommencing its activities in February 1936, 

after a recess to coincide with the summer holidays, 

the Movement in Durban numbered 163 Bonoth and Bonim and 

16 officers,divided into 2 gedud i m of Bonim, 2 of Bono t h 

and 2 of HashtiZim (the junior group) . In 

Pietermaritzburg there were 2 ge dudim of 24 members and 

in Vryheid there were also 2 ge dudim. 114 For a 

movement that had been started some three years earlier, 

its rapid growth in Durban, and its expansion to other 

centres of Jewish residence in Natal, testified to the 

popularity which Habon i m enjoyed and the importance of 

such a movement for the Jewish children of the Province. 

The movement in Durban was also singularly fortunate to 

111 
HashoZom Rosh Hashonah Annua Z, XV No.1 
(September, 1937), 93. 

112Ibid ., XV ( I No.1 September, 1938), 77. 
113Ibi d 

., XVII No.1 (September, 1939), 69. 
114 

Has h~Zom, XIII No.7 (March, 1936), 23. 
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to win the immediate support of Mr S. Ernst, the newly 

appointed headmaster of the Durban United TaZmud Torah, 

who arrived in the City early in 1936 and thereafter 

115 
championed the Movement's cause. 

For Durban Habonim the year 1936 was characterised 

by a number of firsts, which indicated the Movement's 

growing influence within the community, and its growing 

importance in the eyes of the National Habonim leaders. 

In April the manhig of Habonim, Norman Lurie, paid his 

116 
first visit to the Durban Movement, and in the same 

month several officers of the Durban Movement, in turn, 

travelled to Johannesburg to attend the fifth annual 

chagigah, which marked the fifth anniversary of the 

f d ' f boll 7 th h ° h b ' f oun 1ng 0 Ha on~m. At e c ag~ga Mr J. Ru 1n 0 

Durban was elected to the South African Habonim Council, 

a personal tribute to Mr Rubin's contribution to Habonim, 

and a national acknowledgement of the significance to 

the Movement of the Durban branch.
118 

When the first 

Communal Seder was held at the Durban Jewish Club in 

April 1936 it was arranged under the jOint auspices of 

the Durban United TaZmud Tor ah, the Durban Young Israel 

So 't d H b ° 119 ",' lf b C1e y an a on~m, recogn1t10n 1n 1tse y the 

community of the Movement's place within the affairs of 

115Ib"od., v XIV No.2 (October, 1936), 11. 

116 Ib"od.,o 8 v XIII No. (April, 1936), 16. 

117 Ibid. 

118Th Zoo e ~on~8t Record, April 17, 1936, p.25. 

119Ib od '1 24 
1.,. ., Apr1 ,1936, p.39. 
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the Jewish youth of the City. 

April 1936 also saw the holding of the 1st Natal 

sport chagigah 120 and four months later Natal's first 

cultural chagigah was held. All Natal gedudim 

participated in the cultural chagigah which included an 

address by Mr N. Lourie, various competitions, and a 

concert, and was concluded by an Investiture Ceremony 

for officers conducted in the St. Andrew's Street 

121 
Synagogue. In December 1936, the first contingent 

of Durban Bonim and Bonoth attended a national Habonim 

camp at Port Elizabeth. 

Building upon their success, the leaders of 

Habonim in Durban, in 1937, attracted additional members 

to their ranks 122 and in fact were faced with a dearth 

123 of young men willing to assist the Movement, rather 

than . insufficient members. In September 1937, a group 

of Shomrim, the senior branch of Habonim, was formed in 

124 Durban. At the same time a Junior Tennis Club was 

established, in conjunction with the Zionist Youth 

Society, and the use of two Circle tennis courts accorded 

to the club on Sunday afternoons. A gymnastic class 

120 
HashoZom, XIV No.2 (October, 1936), 11. 

121Th ° ° e Z1.-on1.-st Record, September 4, 1936, p.23. 

122 
HashoZom, XIV No.8 (April, 1937), 27. 

123Ib .,°d. , ~ XIV No.9 (May, 1937), 17. 

124 Ib .,°d. , 
v XV No.3 (November, 1937), 23. 
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under the control of Rosh David Panovka, was also set up 

for members of Habon i m. 125 
In December 1937, in 

addition to sending members to the National Camp at 

Lakeside,126 Natal Habonim also held its first annual 

camp at Inyoni Rocks which was attended by several 

members of the Zionist Youth society.127 

Of serious consequence for Habonim was the decision 

of the Executive of the Jewish Club to discontinue 

allowing the Movement the use of Club premises, as a 

1 f · . 1 Cl b t" t' 128 resu t 0 an lncrease In genera u ac lVl leSe 

From November 1937, therefore, Habonim found itself 

without a home. When meetings recommenced in 1938 the 

gedudim continued to meet regularly at various places, 

whilst its headquarters became the Durban United Talmud 

Torah, at 37 Silverton Road.
129 

The problem of premises 

remained serious and three gedudim were forced to meet 

at the Hebrew School and the others on the Pavilion 

Grounds in Old Ford Road.
130 The leaders of Habonim, 

however, recognised that whilst the lack of a permanent 

home was a source of difficulty, their "greatest problem 

though was lack of officers and a reluctance on the part 

125 Ibid • 

126 Ibid., XV No.6 (February, 1938) , 25. 

127 Ibid., XV No.5 (January, 1938) , 23. 

128 Ibid., XV No.4 (December, 1937), 12. 

129 Ibid ., XV No.6 (February, 1938) , 23. 

130 Ibid ., XV No.7 (March, 1938), 32. 
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of some parents to enrol their children in Habonim.,,131 

To offset parental disinterest a move was made in May 

May 1937 to form a Lay Committee of Parents which it was 

hoped, would actively participate in the .organisation of 

the Movement and would afford members an opportunity of 

discussing with parents all problems affecting the 

132 
Movement. From this Committee later emerged the 

. d f b . 133 bod f' t t d t Frlen s 0 Ha on~m, a y 0 In eres e paren s, 

which has continued to operate with varying degrees of 

success up until the present day. 

Notwithstanding the efforts of the leaders of 

Habonim and the Lay Committee, the search for suitable 

premises proved fruitless and throughout 1939 gedudim 

continued to meet under unfavourable circumstances in 

various parts of the City.134 The Movement nevertheless 

continued to enjoy increased support from an evergrowing 

number of young Jews. 

Relations between Habonim and the other Zionist 

youth body in Durban, the Young Israel Society, were 

marked by a mutual cordiality and friendly rivalry, 

exemplified by their combined Junior Zionist Effort, 

initi ated in September 1935. The young Zionists sought 

131 
Hasholom Rosh Hashonah Annual, XVII No.1 
(September, 1939), 67 and 69. 

132 
Hasholom, XIV No.9 (May, 1937), 17. 

133Ibid ., XV No.3 (November, 1937), 23. 

134 
Hasholom Rosh Hashonah Annual, XVII No.1 
(September, 1939) 67 and 69. 
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to collectively raise £250 to be divided among the 

ChaZutz farm, (a farm in the Transvaal where young people 

were trained prior to their immigration to agricultural 

settlements in Palestine) the Keren Hayesod and the 

Jewish National Fund. 135 This effort extended over six 

months and funds were raised through card parties.
136 

137 138 d b' ,139 rugby matches, dances an a loscope evenlng. 

The Effort culminated in a fete, held at the Jewish Club 

on March 8,140 which proved to be an unqualified success 

and enabled the Young Israel Society and Habonim to 

exceed their target of £250. The two Zionist youth 

movements again worked in close co-operation in arranging 

suitable functions for Hebrew week, which was organised 

by the South African Zionist Youth Council throughout 

the Union, from January 30 - February 6, 1937, with a 

view to propagating the use of the Hebrew language 

amongst the Jewish community of South Africa.
141 

The Durban Young Israel SOCiety having by the end 

of 1935 undergone a period of growth and consolidation, 

135 bOd ( I ~ ., XIII No.1 September, 1935), 90. 

136 
Hasholom, XIII No.2 (October, 1935), 22., 
Ibid., XIII No.3 (November, 1935), 22. 

137 Ibid ., XIII No.2 (October, 1935), 22. 

138 Ibid ., XIII N 4 ( mb o. Dece er, 1935), 27., 
Ibid., XIII No.5 (January, 1936), 22. 

139Ib "'d., v XIII No.4 (December, 1935), 27. 

140Ibid ., XIII No.7 (March, 1936), 21. 

141 Ibid ., XIV No.4 (December, 1936), 13 ,. , 
Ibid. , XIV No.6 (February, 1937), 5 . 
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took on a new direction in 1936, placing great emphasis 

on education and keeping all social entertainment to a 

minimum. 

1 d · . t' 142 The Society's study circ e resume actlvl les, 

. . d 143 d its luncheon club meetlngs were contlnue, an an 

intensive programme of Hebrew and Zionist studies was 

144 
begun. The Society was fortunate to obtain the 

services of Mr S. Ernst shortly after he arrived in 

Durban to take up his post as headmaster of the Talmud 

Torah. Under his direction, classes were held every 

Sunday evening at the Jewish Club and every Wednesday 

145 
evening at the St. Andrew's Street Synagogue. 

Attendance at these classes grew rapidly and by 

September 1936, numbered more than fifty.146 To help 

Mr Ernst the services of Miss B. Wolk, a teacher at the 

Ta lmud Torah, were enlisted t o conduct some of the 

classes. 
147 The Young Israel Society also inaugurated -

a Friday evening study circle and began Hebrew singing 

148 
classes. Apart from its intensive educational 

142Ibid ., XI~ No.7 (March, 1936), 23. 

143 - . 
Hasholom Rosh Hasho nah Annual, XIV No.1 
(September, 1936), 78. 

144 
Hasholom, XIII No.11 (July, 1936), 26. 

145Ibid . 

146 Ibid ., XIV No.2 (October, 1936), 12. 

147 Ibid . 

148 
Hasholom Rosh Has honah Annua l, XIV No.1 
(September, 1936), 78. 



356 

programme the Society also organised various functions 

to celebrate the Jewish festivals in an appropriate 

manner, such as a Sukkot dinner, held in the Sukkah of 

149 
the St. Andrew's Street Synagogue. In conjunction 

with Habonim and the United TaLmud Torah the Durban Young 

Israel Society held the first Communal Seder, in 

April 1936,150 and conducted High Festival services for 

the youth of the community.151 

Early in 1937 the Committee of the Young Israel 

Society devoted much time to considering the policy and 

f t f th S 't 152 Ult' t 1 't u ure programme 0 e oc~e y. ~ma e y ~ 

decided to reorganise itself and to change its name to 

the Durban Zionist Youth society,153 and to cater for 

youth over seventeen years of age. 

The Durban Zionist Youth Society took up from where 

the Young Israel Society had left off. With the 

creat ion of the. Zionist Youth Society however, it is 

possible to detect a shift in emphasiS and direction, 

from that followed by the Young Israel Society. No 

longer was this Society concerned with the children of 

the community, this category of Zionists now being 

satisfactorily catered for by Habonim. Instead, its 

149 HashoLom, XIV No.2 (October, 1936), 12. 

150Th ' , e Z1-on1-st Record, April 24, 1936, p.39. 

151 
HashoLom, XIV No.2 (October, 1936), 12. 

152 Ib "'d. , v XIV No.8 (April, 1937), 13. 

15 3Ib "'d. , v XV No.4 (December, 1937), 12. 
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efforts now came to be totally directed towards those 

young adults of the community, not yet ready to take 

their place amongst the members of the Senior Zionist 

bodies and yet too old to be involved in Habonim. It 

in fact stood clearly as a bridge between Habonim on the 

one hand, and the Senior Zionist bodies on the other. 

No longer required to meet the needs of junior and senior 

member~ as was the case with the Young Israel Society, 

the Durban Zionist Youth Society was able to direct its 

attention towards the needs of the youth eligible to 

enter its ranks and in directing all its energies to 

meeting their needs was able to attract a large number 

of the community's youth to its fold. 

The Durban Zionist Youth Society focused its 

attention firstly on Zionist education and the study of 

Hebrew and, secondly, the encouragement of increased 

partici.pation of Zionist youth in senior Zionist and 

communal work. 

In pursuit of its first objective the Zionist and 

Hebrew classes inaugurated by the Young Israel Society 

t ' d 154 d were con lnue, an a programme of events in connection 

with the Zionist Youth Council's Hebrew Week, in 

August 1938, were drawn up by the Society. 155 During 

1938 a number of study groups were brought into existence 

154 

155 

Hasholom Rosh Hashonah Annual, XV No.1 
(September, 1937), 93., Hasholom, XV No.8 
(April, 1938), 21., Hasholom Rosh Hashonah Annual, 
XVII No.1 (September, 1939), 67. 

Hasholom, XVI No.2 (October, 1938), 27. 
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to intensify the Jewish and Zionist knowledge of 

156 1 members, and in 1939 a weekly Bible class was a so 

started. 157 

In striving to involve its members more directly in 

the work of the senior communal bodies of Durban, the 

Society took a leading part in the annual sale of 

Shekels 158 and the clearance of Blue Boxes.
159 

In 1937 

and 1939 it arranged special youth drives on behalf of 

the Jewish National Fund 160 and in 1938 the first youth 

Kepen Hayesod Campaign was held in Durban under the 

Society's aus·pices. 161 In conjunction with the Durban 

Jewish Club, with whom the Society enjoyed a close 

working relationship,162 the Zionist Youth held their 

first ball in August 1938, from which the Jewish National 

Fund and the Durban United Talmud Topah were the principal 

b f " , 163 ene ~c~ar~es. In co-operation with the Durban 

Zionist Association the Youth Society arranged a function 

156 Ibid ., XV No.8 (April, 1938), 21. 

157 Hasholom Rosh Hashonah Annual, XVII No.1 
(September, 1939), 67. 

158 Ibid ., XV No.1 (September, 1937), 93., Hasholom, 
XV No.8 (April, 1938), 21., Ibid., XVI No.7 
(March, 1939), 9. 

159 
Hasholom Rosh Hashonah Annual, XV No.1 
(September, 1937), 93. 

160 Ibid ., and Hasholom, XVI No.l1 (July, 1939), 23. 

161 
Hasholom, XV No.12 (August, 1938), 27. 

162Ibid ., XVI No.4 (December, 1938), 12., 
Ibid., XVII No.3 (November, 1939), 8. 

163 Ib"'d., 
v XVI No.2 (October, 1938), 27. 
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to commemorate the twentieth anniversary of the Balfour 

Declaration,164 and under the auspices of the Zionist 

Youth, the Rev. E.C. Wilkinson gave an address to the 

Jewish community on "Some Aspects of the Jewish Problem," 

in December 1938.
165 Members of the Zionist Youth also 

served on the senior Jewish National Fund Committee and 

on the Committee of the Durban Zionist Association.
166 

At the 16th South African Zionist Conference, in 

Kimberley in 1937, the Durban Zionist Association was 

167 
represented by Messrs S.A. Ogus and J. Goldberg, who 

were also the delegates of the Zionist Youth Society at 

the 4th South African Zionist Youth Conference which was 

held prior to the main Conference.
168 In 1939 

Miss R. Moss-Morris represented the Durban Zionist Youth 

169 
Soci.ety at the 17th South African Zionist Conference, 

170 and the 5th South African Zionist Youth Conference, 

which were held in Bloemfontein in May of the same year. 

Recognition of all festivals and religious holidays 

became a regular practice of the Society, which not only 

continued to have the annual Communal Seder held under 

164 Th Z· -. d b e ~on~st Recor , Novem er 12, 1937, p.25. 
165 . 

Ibid., December 9, 1938, p.l0. 

166 
Hasholom Rosh Hashanah Annual, XV No.1 
(September, 1937), 91 and 93. 

167 Th Z· . e ~on~st Record, August 6, 1937, p.8. 

168 Ibid ., p.21. 

169 Ibid ., May 26, 1939, p.21. 

170 Ib i d ., p. 28 . 
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its auspices, and those of Habonim and the United Talmud 

171 
Torah, but also suitably observed all other Jewish 

h l "d 172 o 1 ays. The Society's annual programme of 

activities also always included some functions of a 

11 1 " 1 f t" 173 general n:ature as we as pure y SOCla unc lons. 

During 1938 members of the Society formed a dramatic 

section and also started gym, tennis and table tennis 

t " 174 sec lons. 

From a membership of 37 in July 1937 the ranks of 

the Society rapidly swelled in just over a year to 

120 175 t h" h be"t "d fal"rly fl"xed. 176 , a w lC num r 1 remalne As 

its numbers increased so the status of the Durban Zionist 

Youth Society was enhanced in the eyes of the Jewish 

"t 177 communl y. This was clearly reflected in the large 

attendance of representatives of various communal bodies 

at the Society's annual general meeting in 

171 

172 

173 

Hasholom Rosh Hashonah Annual, XV No.1 
(September, 1937), 93., The Zionist Record, 
May 27, 1938, p.24., April 21, 1939, p.24. 

HashoZom, XV No.2 (October, 1937), 27., HashoZom 
Rosh Hashonah Annual, XVI No.1 (September, 1938), 
75., Hasholom, XVI No.3 (November, 1938), 22., 
Ibid., XVI No.5 (January, 1939), 17. 

Hasholom Rosh Hashanah Annual, XV No.1 
(September, 1937), 93., Ibid., XVI No.1 
(September, 1938), 75., Ibid., XVII No.1 
(September, 1939), 67. 

174 Ibid ., ( XVI No.1 September, 1938), 75. 
\ 

175 Ibid. 

17 6 Ib ';d. , 
v XVII No.1 (September, 1939), 67. 

177 Ibid ., XVI No.1 (September, 1938), 75. 
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178 February 1939. At the meeting the retiring chairman, 

Mr S.A. Ogus, under whose direction the Society had made 

such rapid progress, stated that "the Society had fully 

established itself and is recognised as the official 

you th organisation of the community ... " and that, " ... a 

large section of the Jewish youth of Durban which had 

previously not associated itself with any institution is 

now being catered for socially and culturally by the 

society.,,179 

In 1939, in order to assist the Executive of the 

Society in preparing its cultural programme, and in 

matters of general policy, an advisory council of 

ex-committee members was formed, consisting of 

Messrs E. Schragenheim, J. Goldberg, S. Ernst, S.A. Ogus 

and P. patz.
180 

This committee rendered invaluable 

services to the Executive, which, on the basis of the 

Soci.ety's achievements, was encouraged to strive for the 

involvement of even greater numbers of Durban's senior 

th ' . t t . . t . 181 you ln 1 s ac lVl lese 

178 
HashoZom, XVI No.6 (February, 1939), 22. 

179 Ib i d . 

180 
HashoZom Rosh Hash onah Annua Z, XVII No.1 
(September, 1939), 67. 

181 Ibid . 



362 

CHAPTER XIX 

IN THE SERVICE OF 

THE COMMUNITY: 1930 - 1939 

DURBAN JEWISH BENEVOLENT SOCIETY 

The changing conditions of the 30's placed a great 

burden on the facilities of the two charitable 

organisations concerned with Jewish welfare work in 

Durban, whilst at the same time they highlighted the 

important place which these societies occupied in the 

communal life of local Jewry. , 

The effects of the general economic depression which 

befell the Union in 1930 were keenly felt by the Durban 

Jewish Benevolent Society, which was approached by so 

many calls for relief that, within a few months, its 

coffers were almost entirely emptied. In order to 

continue with its work the Benevolent Society sought to 

acquire additional funds and, as a first step towards 

realising this objective, it embarked on an extensive 

membership drive. This was followed by the distribution 

of collection boxes to householders, and the creation of 

a sub-committee, charged with the responsibility of 



1 
clearing the boxes every three months. 

The' gravity of the situation did not bring forth 
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the support anticipated and this the Committee attributed, 

"to apathy and to indifference on the part of many to 

the work which was being accomplished by the Society."2 

By 1931 conditions had deteriorated to such an extent 

that the Benevolent Society was forced to make an urgent 

appeal for funds to ensure its continued survival. 3 

As the world economic situation deteriorated still 

further, a special meeting of the Jewish Communal Council 

was held in June 1932, at which approval was granted to 

the Benevolent Society and the Jewish Ladies' Guild to 

launch a special fund-raising drive. 4 The Jewish 

community, moved by the gravity of the prevailing harsh 

circumstances, contributed about £800 to the fund, which 

5 involved donations from the Durban Jewish Club, the 

Durban Hebrew Congregation and the Chevra Kadisha. 6 

In addition to answer i ng the calls made by local 

Jewry for assistance, and i n providing loans for Jewish 

residents of the town, the Benevolent Society also had 

to deal with the large number of young men who drifted 

1 
Hasholom, VII No.5 (March, 1930), 22. 

2Ibid ., VII No.8 (June, 1930), 16. 

3Ibid ., VIII No.7 (April, 1931), 8. 

4Ibid ., IX No.11 (July, 1932),14-15. 

5 
Hasho l om Rosh Has honah Annua l , X No.1 
(September, 1932), 67. 

6I bid ., XI No.1 (September, 1933), 69. 
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into Durban in a vain search for employment. In almost 

every such case the Society provided the jobless Jewish 

strangers with a train ticket and a few shillings to 

help them to return to their home towns, or to continue 

h 't 7 their search in some ot er town or Cl y. So serious 

did this problem become, and so great was the amount of 

money which the Society had to divert from local relief 

work in order to assist these Jewish indigents that 

both the Benevolent Society and the Ladies' Guild took 

steps to rectify this situation. At the Tenth Congress 

of the South African Jewish Board of Deputies in 

August 1933, at which as members of the Board both 

societies, were represented, the Ladies" Guild called for 

statistics to be taken on the extreme poverty prevailing 

amongst Jewry in the Union, and for an investigation to 

be made of steps which would permanently relieve and 

reduce the distress. The Guild also called for the 

work of the Jewish charitable organisations operating in 

the larger centres of the Union to be co-ordinated. The 

Benevolent Society appealed to Congress to consider ways 

and means of overcoming the problems caused by unemployed 

Jewish youth travelling from town to town in search of 

employment. 8 

The combined emergency drive for funds and the 

relief work jOintly undertaken by the Benevolent Society 

7.Ibid., X No.1 (September, 1932), 67. 
8 . 

HashoZom, X No.ll (July, 1933), 3 + 5. 
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and the Jewish Ladies' Guild, reinfarced the spirit af 

ca-aperatian which had always gaverned relatians between 

these twa bodies. 9 The cardial ties which the Benevalent 

Saciety shared with the Guild were highly valued by bath 

arganisatians and were ultimately af the utmast benefit 

10 
to. the cause af Jewish welfare wark in Durban, far 

they prevented duplication and overlapping of activities. 

By mid-1933 the demands an the Benevolent SacietYl 

11 
in consequence of the depression, had eased somewhat l, 

and attentian carne to be directed to other avenues af 

welfare work. In the course of the year, in co-operation 

with the Guild, the Benevolent Society extended the scope 

af its activities by contributing financial assistance 

towards the upkeep of Jewish inmates at the 

12 Pietermaritzburg Mental Asylum. At its annual general 

meeting in November 1934, the Society approved a number 

of changes to its Canstitution and bye-laws. In terms 

of same of the changes the Saciety was empowered to grant 

loans to. members of amounts up to £100, subject to 

9Ibid ., XI Na.5 (January, 1934), 23. 

10The Zionist Record, Navember 13, 1931, p.14., 
Hasholom, IX Na.9 (May, 1932), 25., Hasholom Rosh 
Hashonah Annual, XI No.1 (September, 1933), 69., 
Hasholom, XI Na.5 (January, 1934), 23., Hasholom 
Rosh Hashonah Annual, XII No.1 (September, 1934) 
79, Ibid., XIII Na.1 (September, 1935), 85., ' 
Ibid., XV No.1 (September, 1937), 95., Ibid., 
XVII No.1 (September, 1939), 70. 

l1Ib~d., ( " XI No..1 September l 1939), 70. 

12Ibid ., XII Na.l (September, 1934), 79. 



certain conditions, and to appoint paid collectors to 

collect moneys due to it.
13 
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With the reduction in calls made on its resources 

the Benevolent Society also continued its regular 

programme of activities, engaging in the frequent 

visiting of hospitals, 14 and, as was already customary, 

in the distribution of provisions for Passover to the ­

IS 
needy. 

The changing tide of events in Germany during this 

decade, and the subsequent flight of countless members of 

Jewish refugees in search of physical security, resulted-

in a new field of relief work being undertaken by the 

Jewish Benevolent Society. Large numbers of these 

refugees passed through Durban many of whom were in 

transit en route to the Transvaal, whilst others were on 

16 their way to Kenya. Their need for all possible 

assistance created a heavy burden for the Benevolent 

society,17 but one, which as in former times of crisis 

and pressure, it bore with vigour and with characteristic 

fortitude. 

13 Ib ",Od. , ( 
v XIII No.1 September, 1935), 85. 

14 Ib ",od., ( 
v XV No.1 September, 1937), 9S. 

lS The Natal Mercury, April 3, 1930, p.10., 
March 2S, 1931, p.12., April 16, 1932, p.12., 
Apr ill, 1933, p. 11., March 23, 1934, p. 10 . , 
April 12, 1935, p.12., April 11, 1938 , p.10., 
March 31, 1939, p.1S. 

16 
Hasholom, XVI No.9 (May, 1939, CNJ Supplement. 

17 
Hasholom Rosh Has honah Annua l , XVII No.1 
(September, 1939), 70. 
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DURBAN JEWISH LADIES" GUILD 

In consequence of the depression the Durban Jewish 

Ladies' Guild was as hard pressed as the Jewish 

Benevolent Society to answer the innumerable calls made 

on its resources by the needy within the community.18 

The positive response to the joint appeal for funds made 

by the Guild and the Benevolent Society in 1932, enabled 

the Guild to answer the increasing number of calls made 

during 1933, by Jewish families who had fallen on hard 

t
' 19 l.mes. When these funds were exhausted, however, the 

prevailing adverse circumstances made it necessary for 

th G 'ld t d" ' t 't 1 20, d t e Ul. 0 l.p l.nto l. s reserve capl. a, l.n or er 0 

continue its programme of relief work. By 1935, the 

calls on the Guild had declined considerably,21 but 

coinciding with the change in economic conditions, a new 

avenue of welfare work opened for the Guild, with the 

arrival of large numbers of German Jewish refugees in 

Durban. 

The tide of Jewish emigration from Germany, which 

had begun in 1933, increased enormously after the 

enactment of the ' Nuremberg Laws in 1935. Many of the 

German Jews who chose to settle in the Union entered 

18 b'd I ~ 0' X No.1 (September, 1932), 67. 

19 
Hasholom, XI No.2 (October, 1933), 21. 

20 
Hasholom Rosh Has honah Annual, XII No.1 
(September, 1934), 77. 

21 b 'd I ~ ., XIII No.1 (September, 1935), 83. 
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South Afri.ca through Durban l where a group of the 

Guild's members, under Mrs P. Stein, awaited the arrival 

of each refugee ship, extending advice and financial aid 

22 
wherever it was found to be necessary. So many 

refugees in fact, came to pass through Durban that the 

Guild invited a representative of these German Jews r 

Mrs E. Duschnitz, onto its committee to serve in an 

23 
advisory capacity, and as a link with the refugees. 

Through Mrs P. Stein and Mrs M. Duchen the Guild was 

also represented on the Refugee Committee set up by the 

24 
Council of Natal Jewry. 

The activities of the Durban Jewish Ladies' Guild, 

extended, however, beyond the limits of relief work and 

included sick visiting and the distribution of flowers, 

fruit and reading matter to the Jewish patients of the 

local hospitals. 25 In 1938,under the direction of 

Mesdames M. Duchen and P. Stein, a Flower Fund was started, 

whereby members of the community were encouraged to make 

contributions to the Guild in l ieu of sending flowers 

on Jewish festivals and other special occasions. The 

money collected in this manner provided the means of 

22D b 0 h 0 ur an Jew~s Wome n 's Gu~ld~ So uve nir Golden 
Jubilee Brochure 1 9 5 3 , (Durban, 1953), p.18. 

23 Ibid • 

24 
Hasholom Rosh Hasho nah Annua l, XV No.1 
(September, 1937), 93. 

25 bOd I ~ ., X No.1 (September, 1932), 67., Ibid., XII 
No.1 (September, 1934), 77 and 79., Ibid., XIII 
No.1 (September, 1935), 83 and 85., Ibid., XIV No.1 
(September, 1936 ), 73. 
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sending deserving people on holiday, and later was also 

h . h f . I 26 used to provide extra co~nforts on t e Jewl.S estl.va s. 

The Guild's interest and involvement in the 

activities of other communal bodies in Durban was 

unaffecteq by the many other calls with which it had to 

cope. Its traditional association with the Synagogues 

was reflected in the provision of Holy vestments,27 in 

the arrangement of the celebrations in connection with 

Sukkot and Simchat Torah,28 and in the care which the 

women took in maintaining the Sukkah at the St. Andrew's 

29 Street Synagogue. On the occasion of the Durban 

Hebrew Congregation's Golden Jubilee the Guild also 

provided the refreshments at the Children's Sports Day, 

held to commemorate the event. 30 In support of the 

United Talmud Torah with which it was affiliated, the 

Guild raised funds through · a special sub-committee set 

31 up for that purpose. It annually provided the 

re·freshments at the Chanukah service held by the Talmud 

26Durban Jewish Women's Gui l d, Souvenir Golden 
Jubilee Brochure 1953, p.9. 

27 

28 

Hasholom Rosh Hashona h Annual, XIV No.1 
(September, 1936), 73. 

Hasholom, X No.3 (November, 1932), 18." Ibid., XV 
No.2 (October, 1937), 26., Hasholom Rosh Hashonah 
Annual, XVII No.1 (September,. 1939), 65. 

29 . 
Ibid., X No.1 (September, 1932), 67. 

3°F .. rom an orl.gl.nal programme in the possession of 
Mrs L. Cohen, Durban. 

31 
Hasholom, IX No.7 (March, 1932), 21. 



Torah in conjunction with the St. Andrew's Street and 

32 Park Street Synagogues, and assisted at the Hebrew 

Order of David's Picnic held in 1935, in aid of the 

Talmud Torah.
33 The Guild which maintained its own 

Kosher catering plant at the st. Andrew's Street 
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Synagogue also supervised the catering arrangements at 

the opening of the Talmud Torah premises, at 

37 Silverton Road, in December 1936. 34 By helping to 

cater for the Sukko~ function held in 1936, by the Durban 

Young Israel Society the Guild further demonstrated its 

interest in the youth of the community.35 

The funds to enable the Guild to fulfill its many 

functions were principally derived from its share of the 

proceeds of the annual July Ball, with which it was 

intimately connected. This Ball continued to be one of 

the premier events of the Durban season and was the major 

32 Ibid ., IX No.5 (January, 1932), 23., The Zionist 
Record, January 13, 1933, p.23., Hasholom, XI No.6 
(February, 1934), 26., Ibid., XII No.5 
(January, 1935), 26-27., Ibid., XIII No.5 
(January, 1936), 22. 

33 Ib "'d. , " XII No.10 (June, 1935), 17. 

34 Ibid ., XIV No.5 (January, 1937), 18. 

35 Ibid ., XIV No.2 (October, 1936), 12. 
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fundraising project of the Jewish community.36 

Within the wider community the Guild helped to raise 

37 
funds for the local Indignent Women's Home~ held a 

combined function with the Durban Jewish Club in aid of 

The Natal Mercury Children's Camp Fund,38 assisted in 

the 1934 Christmas Stamp Fund Collection 39 and contributed 

£27 16s to the King's Silver Jubilee T.B. Fund.
40 

In 

June 1935, upon the opening of the Clarendon Home for 

Destitute Women in Durban, the Guild furnished three of 

the rooms in the home, at a cost of £52 10s,41 in memory 

36 
The Natal Mercury, July 9, 1930, p.15., Hashalam 
Rash Hashanah Annual, VIII No.1 (September, 1930), 
47., The Natal Mercury, July 8, 1931, p.6., Hashalam 
Rash Hashanah Annual, IX No.1 (September, 1931), 
59 and 23., The Natal Mercury, July 6, 1932, p.9., 
Hashalam Rash Hashanah Annual, X No.1 
(September, . 1932), 39., The Natal Mercury, 
July 5, 1933, p.18., Hashalam, XI No.4 
(December, 1933), 19., The Natal Mercury, 
July 11, 1934, p.5., Hashalam, XII No.4 
(December, 1934), 4., The Natal Mercury, 
July 10, 1935, p.ll., Hashalam, XIII No.2 
(October, 1935), 11., The Natal Mercury, 
July 8, 1936, p.12., Hashalam, XIV No.3 
(November, 1936), 9., The Natal Mercury, 
July 7, 1937, p.12., Hashalam, XV No.2 
(October, 1937), 7., The Natal Mercury, 
July 8, 1938, p.5., Ibid., July 5, 1939, p.21., 
Hashalam, XVII No.2 (October, 1939), 4. 

37 Ibid ., XI No.10 (June, 1934), 26-27. 

38 
The Natal Mercury, October 25, 1934, p.22., 
Hashalam, XII No.3 (November,. 1934), 4. 

39 
Hashalam Rash Hashanah Annual, XIII No.1 
(September, 1935), 83. 

40 
The Natal Mercury, April 4, 1935, p.6., 
Hashalam, XII No.8 (April, 1935), 3. 

41 
The Natal Mercury, June 25, 1935, p.9. 
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42 
of Mrs Gertrude Kahn, who gave years of devoted service 

to the Guild before her pass i ng in 1932.
43 

In 1939, at the suggest ion of Mrs S.J. Kaplan, the 

society was renamed the Durban Jewish Women's GUild.
44 

The change in name, which con formed to current English 

usage, did not correspond, h owever, with an alteration 

in the basic pattern of Guild activities. In 

consequence of the establishment of a branch of the Union 

45 of Jewish Women, the Guild was, however, able to free 

itself of many of its social duties and to focus its 

attention on benevolent work and the caring for the 

Congregation's Holy Vestments. 

SOUTH AFRICAN JEWISH ORPHANAGE (ARCADIA) 

Alongside the welfare work undertaken by the Jewish 

Benevolent Society and the Jewish Women's Guild, the 

Jewish community of Durban a l so contributed financially 

to other agencies engaged in activities which fell 

outside the scope of the two pr incipal communal Jewish 

welfare organisations in the City. Amongst these 

42 
Hasholom Ros h Ha s honah Annual , XIII No.1 
(September, 1935), 83. 

43 
Hasholom, IX No.12 (August, 1932), 2. 

44 Durban Jew i s h Women ' s Guild 
Jub i lee Broc hur e 19 53 , p.16: 

45 
See below p.385-389. 

Souveni r Go lde n 
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agencies was the local commit tee of the South African 

Jewish Orphanage which raised considerable sums for the 

46 
Arcadia through canvasses, the distribution of 

collection boxes 47 and an annual card and music 

48 
afternoon. Although the Durban committee's work on 

behalf of the Orphanage was little publicised, an 

indication of the extent of its efforts is reflected in 

the fact that for the year 1936-1937, it raised 

£603 4s 6d, and that its membership roll in Durban 

numbered 248.
49 

WITWATERSRAND JEWISH OLD AGE HOME 

In 1933, during the Board of Deputies Conference 

in Durban, an attempt was made by Mr and Mrs Louis Cohen, 

of Johannesburg, to enlist the support of the Durban 

Jewish community for the Witwatersrand Jewish Aged 

50 Home, in Doornfontein,. Johannesburg. Whilst a local 

committee of the home was not established at the time, 

46 . 
Hasholom, VII No.4 (February, 1930), 14. 

47 b ' d I 1, ., X No.5 (January, 1933), 5. 

48 Ibid ., VIII No.8 (May, 1931, Club Opening Number), 
5., Ibid., IX No.7 (March, 1932), 15., Ibid., XI 
No.6 (February, 1934), 21., Ib id ., XII No.6 
(February, 1935), 21., I b id ., XIV No.11 (July, 1937) 
17., Ibi d ., XV No.11 (July, 1938), 17., Ibid., XVI' 
NO.10 (June, 1939), 9. 

49 b 'd I 1, ., XIV No. 11 (Ju 1 y, 1937), 17. 

50 
The Natal Merc ury, August 5, 1933, p.7. 



the sympathy of the community in the work of the Home 

was demonstrated by the financial contributions which 

were made by the members of the Jewish Benevolent 

. t 51 
Soc~e y. 

JEWISH TELEGRAPHIC AGENCY 

During 1934 an appeal for funds for the Jewish 
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Telegraphic Agency was made in Durban by Mr Jacob Landau, 

the Founder and head of the Agency, and 

Col. H.J. Patterson, who had commanded the Jewish Legion 

in Palestine during World War 1.
52 

In the light of 

prevailing circumstances in Germany and the 

intensification of anti-Semitic activity in many parts 

of the world, the appeal on behalf of the Jewish 

Telegraphic Agency, which sought to record and disseminate 

accurate information on Jewish activities world-wide, 

took on added significance. In their plea for financial 

assistance Mr Landau and Col. Patterson were supported 

by Mr Harold Woodson, the editor of The Natal Advertiser. 53 

51 The Zionist Record, November 13, 1931, p.14., 
Hasholom, XI No.5 (January, 1934), 23. 

• 52 
The Natal Mercury, September 28, 1934, p.21., 
October 3, 1934, p.24., October 4, 1934, p.17. 

53 Ib", 'd., b .... Octo er 4,1934, p.17. 
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YIVO 

Of considerable interest to Durban was the visit, 

in July 1936, of Dr I.N. Steinberg, a former Minister of 

Justice in Soviet Russia during 1917 and 1918, who came 

to South Africa as a representative of the Jewish 

Scientific Institute (Yivo). The Institute, which had 

been formed in Vilna, Poland, in 1925, collected 

statistics and other data relating to the economic, 

political, spiritual and social conditions of Jewry 

world-wide. It maintained a library, bibliographical 

office, museum and archives, and although it did not 

exist for that purpose, its scientific research was also 

used to counter anti-Semitism. 54 
During his stay in 

Durban Dr Steinberg addressed a meeting at the Durban 

Jewish Club on July 6, and shortly thereafter a local 

committee was constituted, under the chairmanship of 

Mr M. Morrison, to secure support for Dr Steinberg's 

, , 55 
mlSS l on. 

ORT, OZE AND EMIGDIR~CT 

The continually worsening plight of European Jewry 

at this time gave added urgency to the work which was 

54 b'd I 1.- ., Ju 1 Y 2 , 1 93 6, P . 1 9 • 
55 

HashoZom, XIII No.ll (July, 1936), 16-17. 
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being undertaken world-wide on behalf of the Ort, Oze 

and Emigdirect. In 1931 Mr S.Y. Jacobi, a member of the 

Executive Committee of the Central Jewish Relief 

Organisations, visited Durban in the course of a campaign 

f f d f 0 d E 'd' t 56 or un s or Ort, ze an m1g 1rec . A reception 

in Mr Jacobi's honour was held at the residence of 

57 
Mr and Mrs A. Kaplan, and under the chairmanship of 

Mr M. Freed a campaign on behalf of East European Jewry's 

Reconstruction was held thereafter, which yielded 

£726 18s 6d.
58 

Two years later a similar campaign was launched by 

Dr Leon Bramson, the Chairman of the United Committee of 

the Ort-oze-Emigdirect, at an illustrated lecture, which 

was held at the Jewish Club on November 14, 1933.
59 

Dr Bramson, who had first visited Durban in 1927, in the 

interest of Jewish Reconstruction,60 was accorded an 
, 

enthusiastic reception. The local campaign committee 

under Mr Marcus Stiller
61 

succeeded in obtaining 

subscriptions which totalled over £800. 62 

56 
The Natal Mercury, April 20, 1931, p.18. 

57 Ibid ., May 5, 1931, p.8. 

58 
Hasholom, IX No.2 (October, 1931), 23. 

59 The N l ata Mercury, November 14, 1933, p.8. 

60
S ee above pp.137-138. 

61 Th Z' , e ~on~st Record, November 17, 1933, p.12., 
December 1, 1933, p.32. 

62 Ibid ., D b ecem er 1, 1933, p.32. 
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In the interest of Jewish Reconstruction a further 

successful campaign on behalf of Ort was launched at the 

63 
Jewish Club by Dr A. Syngalowski on September 3, 1936. 

By the time that the 1939 Ort-Oze Campaign was to be 

held in South Africa, events in Europe had brought the 

world almost to the brink of war, and the campaign was 

linked to an appeal on behalf of the refugees from 

Germany and Austria. The joint Emergency Appeal was 

launched in Durban at the Jewish Club, on April 16, by 

Lord Marley, the Chairman of the British Parliamentary 

Advisory Committee on Refugees, and Deputy Speaker of 

64 the House of Lords, and Lady Marley. In the course 

of their visit to Durban Lady Marley made a separate 

appeal to the Jewish women of the City on behalf of the 

65 
Fund, and together with her husband attended a Civic 

luncheon
66 

and addressed a public meeting at the 

P '11' 67 aVl lon. Roused by the call of 'Lord and Lady Marley 

for assistance for Europe's Jewish refugees, a committee 

of prominent Jewish and Gentile residents of Durban was 

formed to conduct a further drive for funds. 68 

When war finally erupted in September 1939, many of 

63 Ibid ., September 11, 1936, p.22. 

64 Ibid ., April 21, 1939, p.24. 

65 
HashoZom, XVI No.9 (May, 1939), 5. 

66 The NataZ Mercury, April 18, 1939, p.6. 

67 Ibid ., p.14. 

68 Ibid ., April 27, 1939, p.13. 
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those on whose behalf the Ort and its associated 
\ 

organisations had laboured, were trapped in the vortex 

of the conflict and, together with millions of others, 

became victims of World War II. 

F.C. HOLLANDER LODGE NO XI OF THE HEBREW ORDER 

OF DAVID 

Within the Jewish community other organisations 

were also to be found which, although not primarily 

welfare bodies, nevertheless included such work within 

the scope of their activities. 

The F.C. Hollander Lodge No.XI of the Hebrew Order 

of David continued to fill a unique position in the 

communal life of Durban Jewry, guided at all times by 

the i deals of the Order, which had been primarily founded 

for mutual benefit and the extent ion of financial and 

medical aid to its members. Through the cultural and 

social activities which it organised, the lodge also 

succeeded in fostering closer ties amongst the members, 

who, in turn, participated in all aspects of communal 

life and in that way brought the Order's objective of 

uniting Jewry throughout South Africa a step closer to 

realisation. 

Throughout this period the lodge took a keen interest 

in the affairs of the Durban Jewish community and, 

through involvement, identified itself with many of the 



379 

organisations, and the causes, which they espoused. 

At the inception of the Durban United Ta lmud Torah 

in June 1930, the lodge affiliated with the new body and 

was amongst the organisations which sat on the first 

Talmud Torah committee. 69 Thereafter the lodge 

maintained a keen interest in the education of the 

community's youth, supporting the Talmud Torah with the 

proceeds of a play, produced in conjunction with the 

Dramatic Section of the Jewish Club, in 1931,70 and a 

variety concert held in 1932. 71 In 1935 p under the 

auspices of the H.O.D. the first Communal Picnic, in 

aid of the Durban United Talmud Torah, was held at the 

Coedmore Quarries. 72 
This proved so popular that a 

similar picnic was held at the same site, for the 

73 benefit of the Talmud Torah some two years later. 

The lodge's interest in the youth extended to the 

youth movements of the community. During the Communal 

Picnic in 1935, the H.O.D. took the opportunity to 

present Habonim and the Durban Young Israel Society with 

69Durban Hebrew Congre gat ion Fiftieth Anniversary 
1884-1934, 5644-569 4 , (Durban, 1934), p.37. 

70 
The Natal Mercury, November 2, 1931, p.16., 
Hasholom, IX No.3 (November, 1931), 21-22. 

71The Natal Mercury, September 5, 1932, p.11. 

72 
Hasholom, XII No.10 (June, 1935), 17. 

73 b'd I 7,.. ., XIV No.11 (July, 1937), 24., Hasholom Rosh 
Hashonah Annual, XV NO.1 (September, 1937), 91 
and 93. 
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74 
the flags of their respective movements. The Youth 

Movements in turn assisted in the running of the two 

1 
. . 75 communa plcnlcs. In 1937, the F.C. Hollander Lodge 

also presented the Habonim with 200 Haggadot, in memory 

76 
of Wore Bro. I. Ware, for use at the Communal Seder . 

Upon the arrival of Rabbi Freedman to take up his 

appointment as minister of the Durban United Hebrew 

Congregation, the H.O.D. held a musicale in April 1937, 

at which it formally extended its personal message of 

welcome to the Rabbi and his wife. 77 

Outside of its immediate community the F.C. Hollander 

Lodge donated £30 to the Endowment Fund of the South 

African Jewish Board of Deputies, to which it was 

affiliated, and was thereby inscribed in the Fund's 

Founders Roll.
78 

It also became a subscriber to the 

Natal branch of the Friends of the Hebrew university.79 

Within the lodge itself an event of considerable 

importance, in the light of the harsh economic climate 

of the time, was the creation of a loan fund in 1931, 

through the efforts of Wore Bros. I. Ware. The fund, 

74 
Hasholom, XII No.10 (June, 1935), 17. 

75 Ibid ., and Ibid., XIV No.ll (July, 1937), 24. 

76 Ibid ., XIV No.8 (April, 1937), 27., Hasholom Rosh 
Hashonah Annual, XV No.1 (September, 1937), 91 
and 93. 

77 Ibid ., XV No.1 (September, 1937), 91 and 93. 
78 

Hasholom, IX No.4 (December, 1931), 23. 

79 Ibid ., XV No.6 (February, 1938), 31. 
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which was kept independent of general lodge funds, was 

administered by a committee of three members who were 

elected annually and who were in large measure responsible 

for the collection of the fund's money from amongst the 

members. This fund granted loans to members to assist 

them in their businesses, and in consequence of the 

prevailing economic depression, the money from the fund 

80 was continually on loan. After 1937 the loan fund 

was terminated and the money set aside for exceptional 

cases of distress. 

In 1932 the lodge took the decision to change the 

location of its meetings. Until early in 1931 the lodge 

81 met at the Park Gate Hall, thereafter the venue moved 

to Franklin's Hall in west Street, where the decision 

was taken to hold subsequent meetings at the Durban 

Jewish Club.
82 

The lodge rooms were relocated at the 

83 Jewish Club in December 19321. and as several members 

found it difficult to attend meetings at the Club, the 

lodge experienced a decline in attendance which gave rise 

84 to considerable concern. In August 1935, the lodge 

80 bOd I ~ ., X No.5 (January, 1933), 21. 

81 . 
Last recorded meetlng at this hall Ibid., VIII 
No.5 (February, 1931), 24. 

82 Ibid ., X No.3 (November, 1932), 19. 

83 Ibid ., X No.5 (January, 1933), 21. 

84 Ibid ., X No.9 (May, 1933), 23. 
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moved its venue to the Stuttaford's Chambers
85 

and this 

change to a more central and more easily accessable 

position was considered justified by the officers of the 

lodge, who recorded an immediate increase in attendances. 

86 
The lodge then moved to the Sons of England HaZZ and 

this remained the meeting place of the F.C. Hollander 

Lodge for a considerable time thereafter. 

1935 Proved to be a year of severe financial crisis 

for the lodge which found itself indebted to the Grand 

Lodge to the extent of £135. Many members had allowed 

their subscriptions to fall into arrears and a new 

committee immediately set about restoring financial 

stability. In the interests of economy, changes in the 

method of supplying medical assistance were introduced 

and the number of the lodge's medical officers was 

reduced from four to one, who was elected annually by 

ballot.
87 

With anti-Semitic agitation having reached alarming 

proportions world-wide, the lodge felt a need to foster 

better relations with the Gentile community of Durban. 

Accordingly in 1936 it began a series of meetings 

85 
Hasholom Rosh Hashonah Annual, XIII No.1 
(September, 1935), 87. 

86 bOd 
I ~ ., XIV No.1 (September, 1936), 73 and 75. 

87 
From the history issued by the Lodge on the 
occasion of its Golden Jubilee, 1975. 
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to which it invited representative members of the 

non-Jewish community to address the bretheren. The 

first of these guests was Mr C. Kinsman, the President 

88 
of the Sons of England, who was followed over the next 

b k 89 , 1 d' three years y numerous spea ers, lnc u lng 

Mr P.W.J. Groenewald who, as the first Afrikaans speaker 

to address the lodge, attracted a large number of members 

to the address which he gave in February 1939. 90 

For the F.C. Hollander Lodge, 1938, was a year of 

considerable achievement. In the first instance the 

lodge was presented with the Shield of David by Grand 

Lodge, an award made as a mark of recognition for steady 

91 progress. Furthermore, in the course of the year a 

Cultural Committee was formed at the initiative of the 

President, Wor. Bro. Rev. N. Menachemsonl. for the purpose 

of teaching the members Jewish history and to discuss 

88 
Has holom Rosh Ha s honah Annua l , XIV No.1 
(September, 1936), 73 and 75. 

89Including the Rev. Perry, of the Florida Road 
Congregational Church, (Hasho l om, XIV No.3 
(November, 1936), 13.) Mr W.B. Shepstone, the 
Native Affairs Officer, (Hasholom Rosh Hashonah 
Annual, . XV No.1 (September, 1937), 91 and 93) 
Mr A. Eaton M.P., Mr Morris-Broughton, 
Mr J.R. Sullivan, the Vice-Principal of the Natal 
Technical College, (I bid., XVI No.1 
(September, 1938), 73.) Mr O.K. Winterton, 

Mr D.G. Shepstone, the Chairman of the United 
Council of Social Agencies and the 
Rev. C.E. Wilkinson (I bid ., XVII No.1 
(September, 1939), 65 and 67.). 

90Ibid ., XVII No.1 (September, 1939), 65. 

91 Ibid ., XVI No.1 (~eptember, 1938), 73. 
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92 
contemporary events affecting Jews throughout the world. 

The highlight of the year, however, was the celebrations 

held to mark the barmitzvah of the lodge. The 

celebrations in connection with this historic milestone, 

which were held on March 23, took the form of a special 

service at the st. Andrew's street Synagogue, which was 

followed by a cold supper and musicale at the Sons of 

93 England Hall, the Durban headquarters of the Lodge. 

The gaiety that accompanied the barmitzvah 

celebrations did not blind the members of the lodge to 

the worsening plight of European Jewry. Upon the 

creation by the Order of a Cosmopolitan Philanthropy 

Fund, generous contributions were made in the name of the 

F.C. Hollander Lodge to the Fund, which sought to alleviate 

the plight of distressed Jewry, and which was used 

principally for the relief of Polish and German Jews. 94 

In December 1939, whilst the world was caught up in 

war the lodge began its annual distribution of Christmas 

comforts to patients of the King Edward VIII 

Non-European Hospital. 95 This project, inspired by 

Wore Bro. A. Baranov, reflected a spirit of brotherhood 

and social consciousness amongst the lodge's 104 members 96 

92 Ibid . 

93 
Hasholom, .XIII No.8 (April, 1935), 27. 

94 
Hasho l om Rosh Hashon ah Annual, XVII No.1 
(September, 1939), 65 and 67. 

95Ib~d., XV ( 
v III No.1 September, 1940), 47. 

96Ib~d., 
v XVII No.1 (September, 1939), 65 and 67. 
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at a time when much of Europe was embroiled in a conflict 

which had been fanned by hatred and greed. 

UNION OF JEWISH WOMEN 

Arising from a well attended inaugural meeting at 

the Jewish Club, on August 31, 1937, a branch of the 

97 
Union of Jewish Women was created in Durban. The 

Union's aim was to unite Jewish women and Jewish women's 

societies into one representative body and to speak with 

authority on behalf of Jewish women. It focused its 

attention on general social and welfare work within the 

Jewish community, on co-operating with women's bodies and 

deserving causes outside of the Jewish community, and on 

seeking ways to ameliorate the legal position of the 

Jewess within Jewish law.
98 

Although it did not exist 

for the purpose of fundraising it nevertheless also 

raised considerable amounts for worthy causes both at 

home and abroad. 

The Union's Durban branch was sponsored by the 

Durban Jewish Ladies' Guild. 99 
Initially, however, 

there were individual members of the Guild who opposed 

the formation of a new women's society in Durban, as they 

97 
HashoZom, XV No.3 (November, 1937), 10. 

98 Ibid . 

99 Ibid • 
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felt it would rob the Guild of a certain amount of its 

work and prestige, would lead to the overlapping of 

activities, and that in due course the Chairlady of the 

Union would be the representative of Durban's Jewish 

100 women. The Guild, together with the Durban Women's 

Zionist League and the Ladies' Committee of the Durban 

Jewish Club, nevertheless appointed representatives to the 

Union's first committee, which consisted of Mesdames 

M. Lewis, Chairman; V. Robinson, Vice-Chairman; 

A. Goldberg, Hon. Secretary; N. Meyerowitz, 

Hon. Treasurer; B.H. Bloom, S. Bloom, W. cranko, 

I. Goldberg, A. Jacobson, C.P. Robinson, E. Sacks, 

M. Zulman, A.H. Freedman (ex-officio), Committee; and 

the following representatives of the Societies: Mesdames 

H. Moss-Morris (Chairman, Durban Jewish Ladies' Guild), 

P. Stein (Vice-Chairman, Durban Jewish Ladies' Guild), 

S. Torf (Chairman, Durban Women's Zionist League)" 

M. Duchen (Vice-Chairman, Durban Women's Zionist League) 

L. Fobb (Chairman, Ladies' Committee Durban Jewish Club) 

S. Lazarus (Vice-Chairman, Ladies' Committee, Durban 

Jewish Club). 101 

The creation of a branch of the Union in Durban 

meant that the Guild relinquished many of its former 

social activities to the Union. These however, were 

100M, t f ' lnu es 0 Flrst General Meeting of the Union of 

101 

Jewish Women, Durban Branch. Held at 10.30 am 
on Tuesday, August 31st, 1937, at the Durban 
Jewish Club., p.l. 

HashoZom, XV No.3 (November, 1937), 10. 
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activities which the Guild had been forced to assume in 

the absence of any other Jewish women's organisation. 

Once a branch of the Union had been established the Guild 

was, in fact, left free to pursue its primary objectives, 

of benevolent work and the care of the Synagogue 

vestments, with an even greater measure of efficiency. 

At the same time, the Union's founding in Durban drew 

new blood into the ranks of women committed to service 

within the community, engaged Jewish women more directly 

in the activities of other women's groups and enabled 

the Jewish women to play an even greater part in Jewish 

community affairs. 

Support for the Union of Jewish Women by the women 

of the community was reflected in the Durban branch's 

rapid growth to 170 members within four months of the 

b h '" t" 102 ranc s lncep lone The spirit of co-operation 

between the Union and the other Jewish women's 

organisations in Durban, and its representation on the 

National Council of Women,. the Council of Natal Jewry r. 

the Guild and the Women's Zionist League, prevented a 

clashing or overlapping of activities and ensured the 

Union a place within the fabric of local community life. 

During the relatively short space of time between 

its founding in Durban and the outbreak of the war, the 

Durban branch of the Union held a card evening in aid of 

102Ib "a 
~ ., xv No.4 (December, 1937), 31. 
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103 
the United Talmud Torah Building Fund, and a similar 

b ' 't f J 1 104 function in aid of the He rew Unlversl y 0 erusa em. 

It also provided a platform for a number of speakers 

' d ' f ' 105 to address the women on a Wl e varlety 0 tOP1CS. 

On behalf of the Jewish women of the City the Durban 

branch of the Union gave a tea party in June, 1938, in 

honour of Lady Duncan, the wife of the Governor General, 

Sir Patrick Duncan. 106 In August 1939, the Union 

similarly entertained Lady Rama Rau, wife of the Agent 

General for India, who gave an address on "Women's 

, , 'I d' ,,107 D ' th J ' t E Oeganlsatlons ln n lao urlng e oln mergency 

Appeal on behalf of the refugees from Germany and 

Austria and Ort-Oze in 1939, the Union entertained 

Lady Marley, whose husband came to South Africa to 

103Ib~d., 3 ( mb 9 v XV No. Nove er, 1 37), 10. 

104 Th Z" d e -z,on-z,st Recor , November 11, 1938, p.21. 

10S I 1 d' M ' h ' nc u lng Mrs . Lewls, t e Presldent of the 

106 

107 

Durban branch, Mr Morris Franks, 
Rabbi A.H. Freedman, Dr N. Smith, chairman of the 
United Talmud Torah, (Hasholom, XV No.4 
(December, 1937), 31.) Rabbi J. Zlotnik, the 
Director of Jewish Education, (Ibid., XVI No.4 
(December, 1938), 19., Mrs S.J. Kaplan, 
Mrs G. Trevor, Past President of the Union of 
Jewish Women of South Africa,and Miss L. Raywid, 
secretary of Social Services in Cape Town and 
Welfare Correspondent of the Union of Jewish 
Women of South Africa. (Hasholom Rosh Hashonah 
Annual, XVII No.1 (September, 1939), 70.) 

The Natal Mercury, July 1, 1938, p.18. 

Hasholom Rosh Hashonah Annual, XVII No.1 
(September, 1939), 70. 
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launch the appeal. 

Within the general community the Union of Jewish 

389 

Women in Durban assisted in the drives for the Durban 

and District Community Chest
109 

and participated in the 

110 annual sale of Christmas stamps. 

After only two years of activity the Durban branch 

of the Union, the newest of t he Jewish communal 

organisations in Durban, had established itself firmly 

within the community,lll a position which it strengthened 

by its fine contribution on behalf of Durban's Jewish 

women, to the war effort. 

108 Th . . 
e Z1,on1,st Record, May 26, 1939, p.42. 

109 
Hasholom, XV No.3 (November, 1937), 10., 
Hasholom Ros h Has honah Annua l, XVII No.1 
(September, 1939), 70. 

110Ib~d., 
v XVII No.1 (September, 1939), 70. 

III Ibid. 
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CHAPTER XX 

A WORLD MOVING TOWARDS WAR 1936 - 1939 

All the social and political upheavals of the time 

were momentarily pushed aside during January 1936 ~s the 

attention of the world was riveted on Sandringham Palace 

where, only a few months after his Silver Jubilee, 

King George V suddenly lay ill.l As his health 

worsened, causing anxiety to all his subjects,2 special 

prayers were offered at the St. Andrew's Street Synagogue 

and at Synagogues and Churches throughout the union. 3 

His passing on January 20
4 

plunged the entire Empire, 

including South Africa, into mourning. 

In a broadcast service, attended by the Mayor, in 

St. Paul's Church, Durban paid tribute to the memory of 

the dead King. The Roman Catholic, Dutch Reform and 

Hebrew communities of the City paid tribute in Broadcast 

Services held at the Durban Studio. 5 Caught up in the 

IThe Natal Mercury, January 18, 1936, p. 14. 

2 Ibid. , January 20, 1936, p. 11 . 

3 Ibid. , p. 8. 

4Ibid ., January 21, 1936, p. 13 . 

5 Ibid. , January 22, 1936, pp. 13 and 15. 
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grief which followed the King's death, Durban Jewry, 

through the Council of Natal Jewry, in a telegram to 

Queen Mary and the Royal Family, recorded not only its 

sorrow but also its devotion to the Throne and loyalty 

h 
. 6 

to t e Emplre. Whilst, on the orders of the Government, 

the 22nd January was observed as a day of mourning 

throughout the union,7 Durban Jewry gave expression to 

its sadness at a memorial service held in the St. Andrew's 

8 Street Synagogue. On January 28, the day of- the King's 

funeral at Windsor, an inter-denominational civic 

memorial service was held in the Durban City Hall, 

during which the Rev. Menachemson read Psalm XLVI. 9 

In the succeeding months, against a background of 

shifting world affairs, the Empire looked forward with 

keen anticipation to the Coronation of Edward VIII. 

However in December 1936 the crisis caused by the King's 

private life came to dominate world attention. lO With 

the King's abdication on December 10,11 and his 

6Ibid ., January 23, 1936, p.13. 

7Ibid ., January 22, 1936, p.13. 

8Ibid ., p.12. 

9Ibid ., January 29, 1936, p.18. 

10 Ibid ., December 3, 1936, p.17., December 4, 1936, 
pp.17 and 10., December 5, 1936, pp.17 and 26., 
December 7, 1936, pp.12-13., December 8, 1936, 
pp.13, 18 and 21., December 9, 1936, pp.15 and 18., 
December 10, 1936, p.17. 

ll I bi d ., December 11, 1936, pp.17 also 10, 15, 22-24, 
30., December 12, 1936, pp.9 and 17. 
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12 
subsequent departure in exile from Britain to France, 

preparations were begun for the Coronation of 

King George VI and Queen Elizabeth on May 12, 1937. 

On the evening of May 7 a special Coronation Service 

was held during the Sabbath service, at the St. Andrew's 

Street Synagogue, at which Rabbi Freedman delivered an 

impressive sermon, in which Jewish loyalty to the throne 

13 
was expressed. The Rabbi also participated in the 

, -
Civic Service of Thanksgiving held outside the City Hall 

on the morning of the Goronation. 14 That same night the 

Jewish community celebrated the Coronation at a ball at 

the Durban Jewish Club. 1S Unable to be present at the 

community's Coronation Ball was Mr F.C. Hollander, an 

honorary vice-president of the Jewish Club, who, together 

with Mrs Hollander, was a guest of a Coronation banquet 

in the Pietermaritzburg City Hall, given by the 

Administrator, Mr H. Gordon watson and Mrs Gordon Watson. 16 

The presentation of Coronation medals to Mr C.P. Robinson, 

Mr F.C. Hollander and Mr I. Geshen, the President of the 

Jewish Benevolent Society, was a source of satisfaction 

to the entire Jewish community.17 

12 Ibid ., December 14, 1936, p.13. 

13 Ibid ., 8 May ,1937, p.14. 

14 Ibid ., May 12, 1937, p.13. 

15 
Hasholom, XIV No.9 (May, 1937), 3. 

16 
The Natal Mercury, May 13, 1937, p.8., Hasholom, 
XV No.8 (April, 1938), CNJ Supplement. 

17 
Hasholom, XIV No.11 (July, 1937), 13. 
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In the period between the death of one King and the 

Coronation of another, events of enormous consequence 

for local Jewry took place in South Africa. Beginning 

with the opening of the Parliamentary session in 1936 

growing attention came to be paid by the Official 

Opposition (the National Party) to the issue of increased 

, h' , t' t th u' 18 German-Jewls lmmlgra lon 0 e nlon. Bitterness 

was also expressed by Nationalist speakers in Parliament 

over the boycott of German goods by the Jewish community. 

This boycott was regarded as injurious for the wool 

farmers who traded with Germany, and was widely seen as 

an expression of the Jewish community's desire to 

19 disturb South Africa's relations with a friendly country. 

The National Party's fixation over the Jewish 

Question has been traced by Gideon Shimoni to the 

deterioration in the relations between Malan and the 

Jews after the enactment of the Immigration Quota Bill 

in 1930, which worsened with the formation of the 

Purified National Party. At the time when the Greyshirts 

had emerged into prominence, Malan and his followers had 

still been part of Hertzog's National Party and had shown 

little support for the Greyshirt agitation against 

Jewish immigrants, believing that the Quota Act coped 

18 U · f h . n~on 0 Sout Afr~ca. Debates 
Assembly~ Fourth Session Seventh 

~ 

24th January to 17th June~ 1936. 
11th February, 1936, cIs 517-519 
28th April, 1936, cIs 2592-2593. 

of the House of 
Parliament 

~ 

(Cape Town.) 
and 

19Ibid ., 7th May, 1936, cIs 3211-3214. 
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adequately with checking Jewish immigration to the Union. 

With the fusion of Hertzog's and Smuts's parties, and 

the emergence of the Purified National Party as the 

Official Opposition, the Party, in seeking to win 

Afrikaner support, carne to be increasingly vulnerable to 

the propaganda of the Greyshirts. The appeal which 

Greyshirt anti-Semitism had amongst the "poor White," 

essentially Afrikaner republican, element, led the 
-

Purified Nationalists to recognise the value of 

20 anti-Semitism as a political weapon. 

The re-emergence of the immigration issue was f. ' as 

Shimoni has shown, the principal factor which 

facilitated the Greyshirt influence on Malan's Party. 

The Quota Act which Dr Malan had steered through 

Parliament when he was the Minister of the Interior had 

failed to place a limit on immigration from Germany. 

With Hitler's rise to power and subsequent anti-Semitic 

activity the number of Jews fleeing from Germany to South 

21 
Africa rose sharply. Greyshirt agitation against 

Jewish immigration was taken up by Dr Malan who, in 

June 1936, raised the issue of increased immigration from 

22 Germany in the House of Assembly. 

20G'd Sh' 'J d" leon lmonl, ews an Z~on~sm: The South African 
Experience 1910-1967, (Cape Town, 1980), p.11S. 

21 
Ibid.' p.116. 

22U' f h . n~on 0 Sout Afr~ca.Debates of the House of AssembZY3 
Fourth Sessio~ Seventh ParZiamen~ 24th January to 
17th June 3 1936., 16th June, 1936, cIs 6247-6253. 
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In dealing with the matter in greater detail 

Dr Malan revealed that, whilst he disapproved of 

discrimination with regard to the European population of 

the country, he favoured such a policy in regard to 

admission of immigrants. Just as his Immigration Qu ota 

Ac t had been designed to admit into the country only 

those people who could "be assimilated by our people,u 

and had thereby restricted Jewish immigration from 

Eastern Europe, so Dr Malan now called for the Act to be 

changed in order to check the inflow of Jews from 

23 Germany. In a lengthy reply to Dr Malan, Mr Alexander 

(the Member for Cape Town, Castle), one of the Jewish 

members of the House, questioned the National Party1s 

leader's definition of assimability. He went on to show 

how more than half of those who emigrated from Germany to 

the Union were not Jews and how, in fact, the Jews of 

24 Germany posed little danger to the country. Agitation 

for a curb on Jewish immigration nevertheless persisted. 

In 1936 the Jews of South Africa in fact numbered 

90,645, and for all the fears expressed about their 

growing influence they constituted a mere, 4.52 percent 

of the White population.
25 

Over a period of ten years, 

from 1926, when it numbered 71,816, the Jewish community 

in the Union had grown, through natural increase and 

23 Ibid ., 17th June, 1936, cls 6284-6295. 

24 Ibid ., cls 6297-6301. 

25 
HashoZom, XIX No.5 (January, 1942), 7. 
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immigration, by just 18,829.
26 In the same period the 

number of Jews in Natal rose from 3,277 to 3,736, an 

27 
increase of only 459. For the corresponding period 

the number of Jews resident i n Durban rose from 2,418 

in 1926 28 to 2,822 in 1936,29 an increase of only 404. 

The Jewish residents of Durban in fact constituted only 

a small section of the residents of the City, who in 

1936 numbered 88,062.
30 

Quite clearly, although a harbour city and therefore 

the gateway for many immigrants to South Africa, Durban 

failed to attract a large proportion of the Jewish 

immigrants who arrived in the Union between the years 

1926-1936, the majority of whom were drawn to the larger 

Jewish communities in the Transvaal and the Cape. 

Nevertheless, because she was a principal port r Durban 

was exposed to a large number of immigrants as they 

passed through the City, and the Jewish community rendered 

all necessary assistance to its immigrant co-religionists. 

Durban Jewry's first indirect exposure to the 

effects of the rise of Naz i sm on their German Jewish 

26 6t h Ce nsus o f the Population o f the Uni on of So uth 
Afr i ca. Enumerated 5th May,- 1936, Part 6, 
Religions. Government Printer, Pretoria, p.1. 

27 Ibid ., p.3. 

23 . 
4 th Ce nsus of the Populat~on of the Un i on o f South 

29 

30 

Afr i ca. Enumerated 4th May, 1926, Part 8, 
Religions. Government Printer, Pretoria, p.9. 

6 th Ce n s u s of the Population of the Union o f So uth 
Africa. Part 6 Religions., p.23. 

Ha s hol om, XIX No.5 (January, 1942), 7. 
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bretheren occured in 1934, when the body of 

Miss Herta Von Son, a German Jewish refugee was found 

31 
face downwards in Durban bay. During the inquest 

into her death evidence was submitted that Miss Von Son 

had committed suicide while in a state of depression and 

that her mental state "was the direct result of the 

anti-semitic persecution indulged in by the present 

32 
German Government. 1I A noted concert pianiste in 

Hamburg, Miss Von Son had been deprived by Nazi law of 

all means of earning a livelihood and had left Germany 

to settle in South Africa where she had friends. Unable 

to become acclimatized to the country she had decided, 

after three months, to return to Hamburg and had for this 

reason come to Durban to embark on a boat. Realising 

the futility of returning to Ger~any Miss Von Son, 

according to the coroner's verdict, had caused her own 

death by ' intentional drowning, resulting from her 

distressed and depressed condition. 33 

With the promulgation of the Nuremberg Laws in 

1935
34 

the rate of German Jewish immigration to South 

Africa increased to the point where sufficient numbers 

were passing through Durban to warrant organised 

31 
The Natal Mer c ury, November 5, 1934, p.18. 

32 Ib "'d. , b v Novem er 14, 1934, p.28. 

33Ibid • 

34Lucy S. Dawidowi.cz, The Wa r Aga in s t t he Je ws 
19 33 -1945, (New York, 1975), p.63. 
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assistance on the part of the Jewish community of Durban. 

A special Durban committee to advise and help German 

immigrants was set up, under the chairmanship of 

Mr M. Stiller, and was assisted by various communal 

bodies. 35 Later this committee came to be led by 

36 
Mr N. Hertz. The Durban Jewish Ladies ,. Guild not 

. 37 
only served on the Refugee Committee but also met the 

ships arriving in Durban harbour, and helped the refugees 

through immigration control, and found accommodation, 

clothing, food, work and funds for those who chose to 

remain in the City.38 The Durban Jewish Benevolent 

Society played its part in assisting the Jewish refugees, 

providing monthly assistance for many of those in 

t . t 39 ransl. . This aspect of the Benevolent Society's work 

took on particular importance in 1939, when the Kenyan 

Gover nment altered its regulations and many emigrants 

from Germany suddenly found themselves unable to land and 

were threatened with the prospect of being forced to 

return to Germany. Through the efforts of Mr I. Geshen, 

the President of the Benevolent Society, and Mr N. Hertz, 

the Chairman of the German Refugee Committee, the 

35Hasholom, XIV No.8 (Apr~l, 1937), CNJ Supplement. 

36 
Hasholom Ros h Hasho nah Annual , XVII No.1 
(September, 1939), 63. 

37 Ibid ., XV No.1 (September, 1937), 93. 

38Durban Jewis h Wome n 's Guild So uven i r Golden Jubi l ee 
Brochure 195 3 . (Durban, 1953), p.18. 

39 
Hasholom Rosh Hasho nah Ann ual , XVII No.1 
(September, 1939), 65. 
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necessary financial assistance was extended to the 

German emigrants so as to e n able them to proceed to Kenya 

1
. 40 

and to comply with its new regu atlons. The 

Executive of the Durban Jewish Club made rooms in the 

Club building available for t he holding of classes in 

English, and for those refugees in poor circumstances, 

special arrangements were made to ensure them the use of 

the Club.
41 

Towards the close of the 1936 Parliamentary Session 

the subject of immigration was again debated in the 

House of Assembly and members of the National Party used 

the opportunity to give expression to their hostility 

towards the Jews in South Afr i ca. What also became 

increasingly evident was the f act that several of the 

anti-Semitic Shirt movements had merged with the Official 

Opposition. Although at that stage the Government 

refused to introduce new legislation to deal with 

immigration, finding itsel f hard pressed to withstand 

public pressure, which was fanned by the Opposition, it 

did announce that new rules were being passed under the 

existing Immigration Acts. One of the new rules which 

was set to take effect from November, 1936, provided for 

the lodgement of cash instead of guarantees before 

admission of immigrants. Fearful of being barred from 

40 
Ha s holom, XVI No.9 (May , 1939), CNJ Supplement. 

41Arnold Miller, Durb an Jewi s h Club A Hi story i ss ued 
on the occas i on of its Silve r J ub ilee , 
(Durban, May, 1956), p .40. 
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entering the country in consequence of this new rule, 

some 400 German immigrants chartered a special boat, the 

S t u ttgart, to take them to South Africa before the end 

42 of October. The arrival of the St u t tgart led to 

allegations of wide-scale immigration from Germany, which 

the South African Jewish Board of Deputies was wrongly 

accused of encouraging. It also sparked off intensified 

agitation by both the Opposition Press and by public 

personalities for tighter immigration restrictions.
43 

News of the Stuttgart's impending arrival in Cape 

Town unleashed a wave of protest from National Party 

44 
supporters and, at the same time, heralded a shift in 

National Party policy towards the Jews. Although at 

this stage the Nationalists neither attacked the Jews 

on racist grounds nor favoured discrimination against 

those Jews already resident in South Africa, as did the 

Greyshirts, they nevertheless had come to imbibe much 

Greyshirt propaganda. Not only did they now appear to 

become increasingly convinced that the Union was on the 

verge of being swamped by an unchecked wave of Jewish 

immigration, but they also came increasingly to believe 

that the Jews were a major stumbling block in respect of 

Afrikaner economic survival. 45 Increasingly, too, the 

42 
Hasholom, XIV No.S (April, 1937), CNJ Supplement. 

43 The Na t al Mercury, December lS, 1936, p.29. 

44 'd h G~ eon Simoni, pp.117-11S. 

45 Ibid ., p.llS. 
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solution to the 'poor White' problem came to be seen by 

Malan and his supporters in the solution of the so called 

Jewish problem. 46 Whilst prior to the storm caused by 

the Stuttgart Malan had emphatically denied any 

allegations that he favoured discrimination towards Jews 

already residing in the Union, his attitude came to be 

hardened to the extent that by the end of 1936 he was 

not only advocating a halt to all German Jewish immigration 

but was suggesting steps which involved unequal treatment 

for Jews already in the country. Such steps included 

the denial of citizenship to those who were defined by 

law as unassimable and Government control over occupations 

carried on by those who were not Union citizens. 47 

With the opening of Parliament on January 8, 1937, 

the leader of the Opposition, Dr Malan, announced his 

intention of moving a motion dealing with Jewish 

immigration, which expressed the view of the House, 

"that it is of the utmost urgency that immediate steps 

be taken to prohibit any further influx of Jewish 

immigrants and, in particular of the so called German 

refugees, and that further restrictions should be imposed 

on aliens.,,48 

Dr Malan's plan to present such a Bill to Parliament 

had been checked by the Government's announcement of its 

46 b °d I 1.- ., p.119. 

47 Ibid ., pp.119-120. 

48 
The NataL Mercury, January 9, 1937, p.1S. 
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intention to introduce legislation in the 1937 

Parliamentary Session which would drastically cut all 

immigration other than that from other parts of the 

Br i tish Empire. This step resulted from pressure from 

the diplomatic corps abroad and from pressure at horne 

that was stirred by the Nationalists.
49 

It was seen by 

some as a sequel to the reshuffle within the Cabinet when 

Mr J.H. Hofmeyr, who, as Minister of the Interior, had 

stubbornlx refused to introduce legislation of a 

discriminatory character, relinquished his portfolio.
50 

The press in Durban, in contrast to its opposition to 

unchecked Jewish immigration from Eastern Europe, 

emphasised the advantages which the Union stood to gain 

from admitting educated and cultured German immigrants 

into the country. It also expressed the fear that the 

proposed legislation would be used for discriminatory 

ends and for the stirring of anti-Semitic feeling. 51 

Their fears were echoed by the Jewish Board of Deputies, 52 

which made representations to the Government that no 

legislation should discriminate against Jews in 

t ' I 53 par lCU ar. 

On June 11 leave was granted to Mr R. Stuttaford, 

49 G 'd Sh' , 4 1 eon lmonl, p.1 1. 

50 The Natal Mercury, December 9, 1936, p.14. 

51 Ibid. 

52 Ib ,,' d. , mb v Dece er 18, 1936, p.29. 

53 
Hasholom, XIV No.8 (April, 1937), CNJ Supplement. 
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the Minister of the Interior, to introduce the first 

reading of the Government's Alien Bill.
54 

The Bill 

provided for the repeal of the provisions of the 1930 

Quota Act and the establishment of an Immigration Board 

to consider all applications for admission to the 

country, all applications having to be first made 

through authorities in the country which the applicant 

proposed to leave. In terms of the Act, admission of 

immigrants into the Union from countries outside the 

Empire was at the discretion of the Board, who would 

admit only those, whom in its opinion, were definitely 

55 needed by the country. 

The Aliens Bill's departure from the method of the 

Quota Act has been ascribed by Shimoni, to the influence 

of Smuts and Hofmeyr. As the Bill provided for a 

universal principle for the judgement of all applicants 

irrespective of their country of origin or ethnic group 

it provided less of an affront to Jewish dignity. Since 

it was ostensibly not directed against Jews in particular, 

although its purpose was known to be the limitation of 

German Jewish immigration, even the Jewish members of 

Parliament came to support it as a lesser of two evils. 56 

54 U ' f h . n~on 0 Sout Afr~ ca . Debates of the House of 
AssemblY3 Fift h Se ssion~ Se ve nth Parl i ament 3 
8th January to 17th MaY3 19 37 . XXVIII, Cape Town, 
11th January, 1937, cl. 10. 

55Gideon Shimoni, pp.142-143., Hash olom, XIV No.8 
(April, 1937), CNJ Supplement. 

56 G ' d Sh' , leon lmonl, pp.140-144. 
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The tone of the debates in Parliament during the 

different stages of the Bill reflected enormous hostility 

towards Jewry from within the ranks of the National 

Party, who refused to support it because, in their 

opinion, it did not go far enough in restricting the 

entry of Jews to the country. From the ranks of the 

Government's benches vigorous attempts were made to 

disprove allegations that the Bill was aimed at excluding 

Jewish immigrants. The Prime Minister's admission to 

the contrary, however, placed the Government's stand in 

a different perspective. 57 

The debates in the House of Assembly leading up to 

the passing of the Immigration Amendment Act 1937 thrust 

the Jews of the Union into the limelight once again. 

Feelings were aroused against the Jewish community by the 

Greyshirts,58 by members of the National party,59 and in 

60 particular by Dr Malan. In response to the antagonism 

and bitterness displayed in certain quarters towards the 

Jews , the community answered in much the same tone as an 

article on the subject in the Hasholom, liTo the pernicious 

57 Union of South Africa. Debates of the House of 
Assembly, Fifth Session, Seventh Parliament 

58 

8th January to 1 7th May, 1937. 13th January; 1937, 
cis 104-141., 14th January, 1937, cis 143-189., 
18th January, 1937, cis 257-334., 
20th January, 1937, cis 392-440., 21st January, 1937, 
cis 441-559., 25th January, 1937, cis 560-570., 
27th January, 1937, cis 703-742. 

The NataZ Mercury, January 27, 1937, p.19. 

59 Ibid . , August 19, 1937, p.17., December 1, 1937, p.19. 

60 Ibid ., July 30, 1937, p.17., November 4, 1937, p.l8. 
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cry of "foreigner and stranger" we say South Africa is 

,,61 
ours, ours no less than yours ... 

The stand adopted by Dr Malan and his supporters 

during the passage of the Alien Bill through Parliament 

revealed the hard line which the Party had adopted 

towards Jewry. Dr Malan not only openly admitted that 

he was advocating discrimination against Jewry, but 

moreover, insisted that until Jewish commercial 

involvement had been checked, and Afrikaners had gained 

a foothold in the commercial field, the problem of the 

poor Whites would remain unresolved.
62 Whilst, as 

Shimoni has shown, Malan did not adopt the racist 

terminology of the Greyshirts he did endorse their view 

of the Jew as a major source of the Afrikaner's troubles. 63 

Despite their differences, negotiations were, nevertheless, 

entered into between the National Party and the Greyshirts 

in the Cape, in an effort to reach some degree of common 

ground. Although the Transvaal branch of the National 

Party did not follow suit its feelings about the Jewish 

Question were clearly expressed by its official 

disqualification of Jews from membership of the Party, a 

step which the Free State branch was not long in 

1 t ' 64 emu a lng. 

61 
Hasholom, XV No.5 (January, 1938), 13. 

62G'd h 1 eon Simoni, p.121. 

63 Ib i d ., p.122. 

64 Ibi d ., pp.122-123. 
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Apart from the disappointment which Jewry generally 

felt in the Government because of the Immigration 

Amendment Act of 193 7 , as General Hertzog prepared for 

the General Elections of 1938 he was faced by a growing 

wave of discontent, within Natal in particular, over what 

was widely regarded as his desire to weaken the country's 

ties with the Empire, and his tacit support for 

bl ' , 65 repu lcanlsm. 

In February 1938, Mr Abe Goldberg was nominated as 

the Dominion Party candidate for the forthcoming election 

in the Umlazi constituency.66 In 1936 he had 

unsuccessfully contested the same seat on behalf of the 

Dominion Party, in the Provincial Council Elections, in 

which his co-religionist Mr F.C. Hollander had been 

successfully returned for the United South African 

67 National Party in Essenwood. Mr Goldberg conducted a 

vigorous election campaign~8and on May 18 won election 

to Parliament by 771 votes. 69 For having the courage 

to stand as a candidate in the election, and for a Party 

opposed to the Government, at a time when Jew-baiting 

65 
The Natal Mercury, March 11, 1938, p.11., 
April 14, 1938, p.12. 

66 Ib "'d. , b v Fe ruary 16, 1938, p.12. 

67 Ibid ., October 21, 1936, p.13. 

68 Ibid ., March 4, 1938, p.13., March 11, 1938, 
April 14, 1938, p.12., April 20, 1938, p.5., 
April 27, 1938, p.10., May 6, 1938, p.8., 
May 9, 1938, p. 10 ., May 16, 1938, p. 10 . , 
May 17, 1938, p.12. 

69 Ibid ., May 19, 1938, p.13. 

p.1l., 
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was endemic in parts of Europe and not entirely unknown 

even in South Africa, earned Mr Goldberg considerable 

respect. 
70 

The dissatisfaction of the voters of Durban with 

the policies of the United National Party, and their 

generally imperialist sentiment, was reflected in the 

crushing defeat which the Party suffered in Durban. 

Dominion Party candidates were returned in every seat 

that the Party contested, with the exception of Umbilo , 
, 

where a Socialist candidate was successful. In other 

parts of the country, however, the Dominion Party 

candidates were soundly defeated and the United National 

Party was returned to power with an overwhelming majority. 

Although Malan IS Natio.nal Party increased its support 

sufficiently so as to gain 27 seats, the fact that the 

majority of voters had overwhelmingly rejected the 

National Party and its anti-Semitic platform, was a 

source of considerable satisfaction to the Jewish 

't 71 cornrnunl. y. 

When the eighth Parliament of the Union assembled in 

Cape Town, amongst those absent from the House of 

Assembly was Mr C.P. Robinson, the former M.P. for 

Stamford Hill, who was known as the Father of the House. 

In November 1937, upon returning from Australia, where 

70 Ibid ., April 23, 1938, p.12. 

71 , 
The General Electl.on results were 111 seats United 
Party, 27 National Party, 8 Dominion Party, 3 
Labour Party, 1 Socialist Party. (Ibid., 
May 21, 1938, p.1S.) 
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he had represented the Union at the celebrations in 

connection with the 100th Anniversary of the founding of 

Australia,72 Mr Robinson had decided, after more than 30 

years of Parliamentary service, not to stand for 

73 
re-election to the Assembly. A few months after the 

General Election Mr C.P. Robinson passed away at his 

residence in Durban, at the age of 61.
74 

Fears for the retention of the British connection, 

which had been expressed in Natal during the election 

campaign, materialised shortly after the elections had 

been held, when on May 31, at Union Day celebrations 

around the country, G-d Save The King was not played and 

the Union Jack was no't flown. About 1,700 people 

gathered in the Durban City Hall to protest against 

these developments, and were addressed by 

75 
Mr Abe Goldberg MP. Disagreement was expressed with 

the statement by the Cabinet that the country had no 

national anthem and that until one could be agreed upon 

both G-d Save The King and Die Stem Van Suid Afrika would 

be played. The meeting, furthermoref. affirmed its 

determination to preserve G-d Save The King as a national 

anthem and protested at the failure to fly the Union Jack 

72 Ibid ., September 1, 1937, p.11. 

7 3Ib"'d., v November 6, 1937, p.24. 

74 Ibid ., October 5, 1938, p.13. 

75 Ibid ., June 9, 1938, p.12. 
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76 
at Union Day parades. On July 26 the Prime Minister 

asked the Union Government to place on record that G-d 

Save The King was no longer the country's national 

anthem, and that in fact South Africa had no official 

anthem. English speaking members of the United South 

African National Party were placated by the assurance 

that whenever Die Stem Van Suid Afrika was played G-d 

77 
Save The King would also be played. Members of the 

Dominion Party were, however, incensed by the Government's 

action, and in his maiden speech to Parliament 

Mr Goldberg deplored the steps taken to change the status 

f d h ° 78 o G- Save T e K~ng. 

The municipal elections held in Durban in 

October 1938 also reflected a swing away from candidates 

sympathetic to the United National Party. Traditionally 

conducted along non-political lines the municipal 

elections of 1938 were particularly noteworthy for the 

decision of six Labour Party members to contest the 

election as representatives of their Party. All six 

Labour Party candidates were elected to the Council, 

where they formed the nucleus of a left wing group.79 

This election was also noteworthy from the point of view 

that from that date the Municipal area was 

76 Ibid • 

77 Ibid., July 27, 1938, p.1S. 

78 Ibid ., p.18. 

79 Ib"od., v October 6, 1938, p.13. 
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rede l imitated into eight wards, and as ·all the Councillors 

went out of office an entire Council had to be elected 

on october 5th. From that date the Council consisted 

of 24 Councillors made up of 3 Councillors from each 

ward . The Councillor who secured the largest number 

of voters in each ward held office for three years, the 

Councillor who obtained the next highest number of votes 

held office for two years and the Councillor with the 

80 
third highest number of votes held office for one year. 

Although, owing to a Council oversight, the elections 

were unavoidably held on Yom Kippur,81 two Jewish 

candidates, nevertheless made themselves available for 

election. In Ward II Dr A. Broomberg stood as a 

Socialist, and in Ward VII Mr H. Saunders fought the 

election on a Labour Party ticket. Dr Broomberg was 

unsuccessful in his bid for public office but his Labour 

82 co-religionist was elected to the Council for one year. 

In 1939 the attention of South African Jewry was 

once again directed to Parliament where the National 

Party continued to wage its anti-Semitic campaign. On 

February 7 Mr Eric Louw, the Malanite M.P. for Beaufort 

West, was granted leave to introduce the Aliens 

80 C' 
~ty of Durban Mayor's Minute 1939. Fleming 

Johnston, Mayor, (Durban, 1940),p.26. 

81 
The Natal Mercury, August 13, 1938, p.16. 

82 Ibid ., October 6, 1938, p.13. 
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• • • 11 83 
(Amendment) and Imm~grat~on B~~ ~ . The Bill, unlike 

the Act of 1937, sought to explicitly exclude Jewish 

immigrants and Communists, whom the sponsor of the Bill 

sought to equate in the minds of the members of the House 

84 
of Assembly. After lengthy debate85 this anti-semitic 

Bill was defeated, and the motion that it be read "this 

day six months" was agreed to.
86 Notwithstanding 

Parliamentary rejection of the Alien (Amendment) and 

Immigration Bill, agitation against Jewish immigrants, 

and against German Jewish immigrants in particular, by 

the Official Opposition continued during the year in the 

87 House of Assembly. Concern over the growth of 

anti-semitic feeling in the Union was expressed by the 

religious leaders of the South African Jewish community 

at a conference of the Jewish Minister's Association in 

88 
Johannesburg, and by Rabbi Freedman, of the Durban 

United Hebrew Congregation, in addresses to various 

Christian bodies. 89 

83Union of South Africa. Debates of the House of 
Assembly, Second Session, Eighth Parliament, 
3rd February to 16th June, 1939. XXXIII (Cape 
Town.) 7th February, 1939, cl 41. 

84 Ibid ., 24th February, 1939, cls 825-849. 

85 Ibid ., cls .850-866., Ibid., 11th March, 1939, 
cls 1949-1995., Ibid., 14th April, 1939, 
cls 2888-2953. 

86 Ibid ., XXXIV 14th April, 1939, cl 2954. 

87 Ibid ., cls 4787-4846. 

88 
The Natal Mercury, February 28, 1939, p.17. 

89 Ibid ., M h 6 9 arc ,139, p.13., August 25,1939, p.14. 
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The verbal attacks on Jewry in South Africa, and 

the difficulties caused by the Immigration Amendment Act 

were in no way comparable to the virulent anti-Semitic 

campaign conducted in certain European countries against 

their Jewish citizens. As- the Nazis reportedly 

90 
tightened up anti-Jewish regulations in Germany, a new 

wave of anti-semitic excesses swept Poland in 

September 1937,91 driving large numbers of Jewish 

refugees to France, where they were supported by Jewish 

h . bl . t' 92 Th f 11' b c arlta e organlsa lons. e 0 OWlng year egan 

with the introduction of repressive measures against the 

Jewish community of Roumania
93 

and a short while later 

Nazi anti-Semitism spread to Austria, which was occupied 

by German troops and annexed to the Reich in March 1938.
94 

The degradation to which German Jewry had been subjected 

was now experienced by the Jews of Austria 95 an.d a wave 

of suicides swept Vienna as the Nazi persecution was 

96 
launched. Jews fled from Austria in increasingly 

large numbers bound principally for South America, Canada, 

90 Ib ,; d '. , 1 7 v Ju Y , 1936, p.13., August 23, 1937, p.9. 

91 The Zionist Record, September 10, 1937, p.l., 
September 17, 1937, p.13. 

92 
The Natal Mercury, November 1, 1937, p.9. 

93 Ibid ., January 6, 1938, p.13., January 14, 1938, p.ll. 

94 Lucy S. Dawidowicz, p.95., See also The Natal 
Mercury, March 12, 1938, p.15. 

95 Ibid ., March 25, 1938, p.13. 

96Ib~d., M h 26 9 8 v arc , 1 3 , p.14., June 28, 1938, 
p.13., July 7, 1939, p.14. 
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Palestine and France.
97 

In response to an appeal made by Rabbi Dr J.H. Hertz, 

Chief Rabbi of the British Empire, a service of prayer 

and intercession was held in the St. Andrew's Street 

Synagogue for the victims of Nazism on July 17" 1938. 

Similar services were held allover South Africa, and in 

synagogues throughout the British Empire. More than a 

1000 people, including representatives of Christian 

denominations attended the service in Durban, and 

hundreds were turned away, from the crowded Synagogue, 

where Rabbi Freedman warned in his sermon, that after 

the Jews the Nazi hatred would be directed against the 

Ch . t ' 98 rl.S l.ans. The service was conducted by the 

Rev. Menachemson, assisted by the Revs. Rubin and 

Kuperberg, and was concluded with the rendering of 

'Abide With Me' by Miss Rose Alper (Mrs H.~. Magid), 

accompanied by Mr D. Cohen on the organ, Miss Gitteson, 

violin, and Mr A. Roberts, cello. 99 Following an 

agreement which was reached between Chief Rabbi Dr Hertz 

and Dr Lang, the Archbishop of Canterbury, special 

prayers for the Jewish people in Germany and Austria were 

said on the same day in Anglican Churches throughout the 

Empire. In Durban the service in St. James's Church 

was l ed by the Anglican Bishop of Natal, whilst churches 

97 Ibid ., July 14, 1938, p.13. 

98 The l Nata Daily News, July 18, 1938, p.2. 

99Th e Zi on i st Re co r d , July 29, 1938, p.28. 
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of other denominations in the City held similar 

. 100 . 
servl.ces. 

The problem of Jewish refugees had by mid-1938 

become so acute that, at the invitation of President 

Roosevelt of the United States, representatives of 32 

Governments attended a conference at Evian, in July, to 

deal with the refugee problem. The conference resulted 

in the establishment of a permanent Inter-Governmental 

Committee on Refugees, but no country represented at the 

Conference was willing to admit unrestricted numbers of 

Jews. Palestine c the most obvious place to send 

refugees, was, at Britain's insistence, not discussed by 

the Conference. The Mandatory Government, in fact, 

severely restricted Jewish immigration after the Arab 

riots of 1936, and with the White Paper of 1939 Jewish 

101 immigration was practically altogether . stopped. 

In the wake of the Evian Conference the Italian 

Government moved against the Jews of Italy, threatening 

them with persecution l02 and revoking the grant of 

Italian nationality made to foreign Jews after 

January 1, 1919. 103 

100 

101 

102 

The Natal Mercury, July 18, 1939, p.S. 

Walter Laquer, A History of Zionism, 
(New York, 1976), pp.S07-S09. See also The Natal 
Mercury, July 8, 1938, p.lS., July 11, 1938, p.ll., 
July 13, 1938, p.1S. 

Walter Laqueur, p.S06., The Natal Mercury, 
July 27,1938, p.1S. 

103Ib 'd 
'Z- ., September 2, 1938, p.lS. 
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Mindful of the excesses displayed by the Nazis 

towards the Jews of the Reich, Jews generally were 

deeply concerned for all peoples threatened by the 

spectre of Nazism. When Chamberlain, the British Prime 

Minister, entered into negotiations with Hitler over the 

future of the Sudetenland, a meeting was held at Durban's 

South Beach, at which a call was made on Britain to 

support Czechoslovakia against German aggression. It 

was almost to be expected that members of the Jewish 

community, in their individual capacities, were amongst 

the speakers who addressed the meeting. Mr W.M. Stone" 

the acting Chairman of the International Peace Campaign 

and Mr A. Goldberg, M.P. for Umlazi, joined with other 

speakers in protesting against the disemberment of 

Czechoslovakia and a capitulation to Nazi blackmail, and 

joined in the call on the major powers to take determined 

t · t h k F . t . 104 ac 10n 0 c ec aSC1S aggress1on. 

Following the Munich Agreement, whereby 

Czechoslovakia was forced to accept partition, there was 

a growing body of opinion within Germany that steps 

should be taken to regain the country's former colonies. 

The realisation that such demands could result in South 

Africa sharing a common border with a Nazi state in 

former German South West Africa, aroused public opinion 

against the cessession of any further territory to 

104 rb"'d. , 
v September 26, 1938, p.ll. 
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Germany. In Durban Mr A. Goldberg M.P. sought to 

, h' 105 d t mobilise public opinlon on t e lssue, an a a 

meeting in the Durban City Hall an audience in excess 

of 2,000 people pledged to resist any return of South 

106 
west Africa or Tanganyika to Germany. 

For the Jews of Germany and Austria, the assasination 

of Ernst Von Rath, a third Secretary in the German 

Embassy in Paris, by a seventeen year old Polish Jewish 

student, Hershl Grynszpan, on November 7, 1938,107 

resulted in a frenzied outburst of anti-Semitism. In 

just one night many synagogues were burnt, Jewish shops 

and property were damaged, and thousands of Jews were 

108 
arrested. The Nazi excesses during KristaZZnacht, 

as the pogrom of November 10 was to become known, caused 

serious concern in London, and prompted the American 

President to recall his ambassador to Berlin for 

consultation. The Dutch Government, shocked 'by the 

cou,rs'e of events in Germany, approached the Governments 

of Great Britain, France, Denmark, Belgium and 

Switzerland to consider the possibility of giving 

assistance in the emigration of German Jews. l09 

The events of KristaZ Znach t added a sense of 

105 Ib i d ., October 11, 1938, pp.l1 and 5. 

106 Ibid ., 0 t b 18 938 coer , 1 , p.13. 

107L S ' d ucy . DaWl owicz, p.l00. 

108 b 'd I ~ ., pp.l00-l03. 

109 
The Na t aZ Mercury, November 16, 1938, pp.7 and 15. 



urgency to the campaign on behalf of the distressed 

Jewish communities of Austria and Poland, which was 
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110 
launched in Durban on November 15 by Sir Wyndham Deedes. 

Together with Prof. Norman Bentwich, a former Attorney 

General of Palestine and the Professor of International 

Relations at the Hebrew University in Jerusalem, 

Sir Wyndham Deedes, the Chief Secretary in Palestine 

during the Administration of Sir Herbert Samuel in 1921, 

had come to South Africa to inaugurate the campaign in 

III the major centres of the country. During his visit 

to Durban Sir Wyndham Deedes addressed members of the 

Jewish and Gentile communities, seeking monetary assistance 

to enable Jews from Germany, Austria and Poland to leave 

their homes for countries willing to admit them. 112 

A Christian Fund for Jewish and non-Aryan refugees 

was in fact launched in D~cember 1938, by a number of 

prominent Christian residents of Natal, following - the 

creation of a Christian Council in London, which sought 

to raise funds to alleviate the plight of Jews and other 

, t' f N' 113 VlC lms 0 aZlsm. 

As the situation in Europe continued to deteriorate 

the South African Red Cross Society's President, 

Dr A.J.Orenstein, opened two appeals. The one was 

110Ib "" d. , 
v November 15, 1938, p.12. 

III Ib ",' d . , b 
v Octo er 15, 1938, p.17. 

112 Ib ... · d . , 
v November 16, 1938, p.11., November 17 1938 

p.24.,. The Zioni st Record , November 18, 1938: ' 
p.36., Hasholom, XVI No.4 (December, 1938), 7. 

113 
The Natal Me r cury, December 10, 1938, p.1S. 
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in respect of Spanish refugees in France, and the other 

in connection with assistance for Jewish refugees in 

, 114 
various European countr1es. 

In April 1939 Lord Marley, Chairman of the British 

Parliamentary Advisory Committee on Refugees, and Lady 

Marley, visited Durban to launch their campaign on 

behalf of the refugees from Germany and Austria. Their 

campaign was officially launched at the Durban Jewish 

Club on April 16, and was most favourably received. 115 

A separate appeal made to the Jewish women of the City 

b d 1 t 'th 1 't 116 Y La y Mar ey was me W1 equa generos1 y. During 

a public meeting in the Beach Pavilion the distinguished 

visitors made another appeal for funds for the refugees, 

which was supported by the Mayor, Mr Fleming Johnston. 117 

As a result of the visit of Lord and Lady Marley a public 

meet i ng was organised .by the Mayoress, Mrs George Cyrus, 

and a further committee made up of Jewish and Gentile 

residents of Durban was appointed to conduct a separate 

drive for funds. lIB 

The campaign on behalf of the victims of Nazism 

were conducted against the background of growing tensions 

in Europe. As fears of open hostilities became more 

11 4 Ib ",0 d • , b ~ Fe ruary 14, 1939, p.B. 
115 

Hasholom, XVI No.B (April, 1939), 16. 

116 b °d I '1- ., XVI No.9 (May, 1939), 5. 
117 

The Natal Merc ury, April 1B, 1939, p.14. 

11BIb id ., April 27, 1939, p.13. 
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real, voluntary male registration for National Service 

was instituted,119 and women flocked to join the S.A. 

Women's National Service Legion and Air Guard. 120 The 

preparations for war were not without foundation, for 

with the German advance into Poland, Britain and France 

declared war on Germany on September 3, 1939. 121 

119Ibid ., May 9, 1939, p.1S. 

120Ibid ., May 2, 1939, p.14. 

121D 'd aVl Thomson, Europe Sin ce NapoZe on , 
(London, 1972), pp.763 and 76S. 
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SECTION FOUR 1939 - 1945 

CHAPTER XXI 

ON ACTIVE SERVICE 

Great Britain's declarat i on of war against Germany 

on September 3, 1939, following the Nazi strike against 

Poland that was initiated t wo days earlier,1 saw the 

coalition between Hertzog and Smuts split over the 

question of South Africa's a t titude toward the Second 

World War. Hertzog and h i s supporters within the United 

Party favoured a policy of neutrality, believing that the 

war was between the European powers and that it did not 

affect South Africa. Smut s, on the other hand, insisted 

that it was in the Union's interest to enter the war as 

an a l ly of Britain. 2 
The question of neutrality was 

1David Thomson, Europe Since Napoleon (London, 1972), 
pp.763 and 765. 

2B.J.Liebenberg, "From t h e Statute of Westminister 
to the Republic of Sout h Africa 1931-1961," in 
500 Year s A Hi s to r y of South Afr ica , ed. 
C.F.J. Muller (Pretor i a n .. d.), p.373. 
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brought before the House of Assembly where it was 

3 defeated by 80 votes to 67. Hertzog resigned as Prime 

Minister and together with his 30 former United Party 

supporters formed the Official Opposition. At the 

request of the Governor General, Sir Patrick Duncan, 
. 4 

General Smuts formed a Government in which were included 

members of the Labour and Dominion Parties. Smuts's 

first act as Prime Minister was to sign a proclamation 

on September 6, which severed relations with Germany and 

stated that for the purpose of all laws the Union was at 

5 
war with Germany. 

Almost immediately a call was issued for volunteers 

for National service 6 and the ready response from 

members of the local Jewish community was most 

t ' f' 7 gra 1. yl.ng. Recruiting took place against the 

backgroun9 of Poland's swift capitulation in the face of 

8 German and Russian advances, and this prompted the young 

men of Durban to realise the urgency of bringing the 

3Union of South Africa. House of Assembly Debates~ 
Third Sessio~ Eighth Parliament~ XXXVI 
2nd September-5th September~ 1939, (Cape Town.) . 
4th September, 1939, cis 17-100. 

4The l Nata Mercury, September 6, 1939, p.ll. 

5B. J . Liebenberg, p.373., On the Second World War 
see Liddell Hart, History of the Second World War 
(London, 1970) and Peter Young, World Wa~ 1939-1945~ 
(London, 1966). 

6 
The Natal Mercury, September 6, 1939, p.6. 

7 
HashoZom, XVII No.3 (October, 1939), 15., Ibid." 
XVII No.3 (November, 1939),. 23. 

8 
Peter Young, pp.17-21. 
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Defence Force units up to full wartime strength. 
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In April 1940, the news of the Nazi occupation of 

10 Norway and Denmark, and the unsuccessful Allied landing 

11 in Norway, was followed by the announcement of ~he 

Durban Jewish community's first casualty in Pilot Officer 

Albert Greenberg. He was killed on active service with 

the Royal Air Force, having shortly before his death been 

involved in reconnaisance work over the North Sea. 12 

The Jewish community of Durban followed the fortunes 

of its young men in uniform with interest and concern. 

It took pride in the public spiritedness of Corporal 

L. Fobb, a veteran of the Great War, who joined his sons 

Private H. Fobb and Private S. Fobb in the 1st Batallion 

13 of the Royal Durban Light Infantry. It derived much 

satisfaction from the promotion of Sergeant Louis Ditz,14 

9 
The NataZ Mercury, November 14, 1939

f 
p.12. 

10 
Peter Young, pp.41-44. 

ll Ibid ., pp.44-46. 

12 

13 

14 

HashoZom, XVII No.8 (April, 1940), 9. 

The NataZ Mercury, April 16, 1940, p.ll. 

Promoted to Cadet Officer (HashoZom, XVII No.ll 
(July, 1940), 17.) and subsequently to Lieutenant 
(Ibid., XVIII No.9 (May, 1941), 17.) 
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15 . 16 17 
Private Roy Fenhalls, Sidney Sp1ro, Max Moshal, 

Corporal Meyer Meyerowitz,18 Petty Officer Harold Smith
19 

and R. Abrahams. 20 It lauded the public spiritedness 

of Doctors I. Goldberg, M.W. Kaplan, B. Moshal, H. Saacks 

and B.T. Bronstein, who, shortly after being called up21 

proceeded North on active service,22 where they were 

later joined by Dr M.R. Gitlin.23 It gave all possible 

encouragement to Otto Ballin,24 Josh Goldberg,25 

15promoted to Sergeant (Ibid., XVII No.2 
(October, 1940), 16.) 

16promoted to Cadet Officer (Ibid.) and then to 
2nd Lieutenant (Ibid., XVIII No.6 (February, 1941), 
16.) and Lieutenant (Ibid., XIX No.2 
(October, 1941), 16.) 

17promoted to Sergeant (Ibid., XVIII No.4 
(DeceIDber, 1940),20.) 

18 . 
Promoted to Sergeant (Ib~d.) 

19promoted to 2nd Lieutenant (Ibid., 21.) then to 
Commissioned Rank (Ib i d., XVIII No.9 (May, 1941), 
10.) and finally to Lieutenant in the Royal Navy 
(The Zionist Record, June 5, 1942, p.15.) 

20promoted to 2nd Lieutenant (Hasholom, XVIII No.10 
(Ju 1 Y , 1941), 17.) 

21 
The Natal Mercury, August 6, 1940, p.1l. 

22 Ibid ., N b 6 94 ovem er 1 , 1 0, p.18. 

23 Ibid ., January 26, 1942, p.12. 

24 
Hasholom, XVII No.12 (August, 1940), 19. 

25 Ibid . 
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26 f d . t 27 I L . 28 L L' 29 Paul Baum, Man re Bel, A ex eVlne, eon eWlS, 

and Hans Liepman 30 on their departure for the war front. 

It also valued highly the example set by its religious 

and communal leaders, Rabbi A.H. Freedman .and the 

Rev. N. Menachemson, both appointed Chaplains to the 

31 Forces, the latter immediately proceeding to East 

Af ' 32 rlca, and Mr B.H. Bloom, the President of the Jewish 

Club and Maj or E. Henochsberg ,. the President of the CNJ 

who left Durban after enlising for war service. 33 

The community also extended a warm welcome to all 

members of the Armed Forces including Private E. Lurie~ 

Air Gunner E.L. Braham, Leslie Rubin, Jack Berman, 

Dennis Brown, Jack Driman, Alex Hendler, Jack Abelson, 

Lieutenant J. 

Sergeant L.A. 

Harris,34 Lance Corporal 1.1. Sacks, 

35 
Alleson, Lance Corporal Harry Berman,. 

26Leon Feldberg (Editor) Who's Who in South African 
Jewry 1967-68, (Johannesburg, 1967), p.182. 

27 Ibid. , p.183. 

28 Ibid. , p.330. 

29 Ibid. , p.337. 

30 Ibid. , p.339. 

31 Th Z' • e ~on~st Record, July 5, 1940, p.20., 
September 20, 1940, p.6. 

32Ibid ., September 20, 1940, p.6. 

33 
HashoZom, XVIII No.2 (October, 1940) 16 and 
(Ibid., XIX No.7 (March, 1942), 12. ' 

34 Ibid ., XVIII No.3 (November, 1940), 21. 

35 Ibid ., XVIII No.4 (December, 1940), 20. 
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Victor Lipinski, Irwin Greene, Philip Patz, Arthur Lewin
36 

37 and Lieutenant A.K. Nyman, who periodically carne horne 

to Durban on leave. 

By August 1940, the South African soldiers were in 

the actual frontline in the war against the Italians 

h th Ab " border. 38 Th f' ht' b t on t e Sou ysslnlan e 19 lng e ween 

the British and the Italians in North Africa was closely 

f 11 d 'th' th U' 39 h f th o owe Wl ln e nlon, were news 0 e 

contribution made by the Springboks to the defeat of the 

Italians at El Wak was received with considerable 

th ' 40 en USlasm. With the surrender of the Italians in 

Abyssinia,41 the , focus of the war in Africa shifted to 

North Africa where, after having made considerable gains 

in Libya,42 the British were forced to evacuate their 

't' 43, th f f d b 1 POSl lons ln e ace 0 an a vance y Ita ian and 

German forces under the command of General Rommel. 

The British and Allied troops were largely confined 

36Ib~d., XVIII S ( v No. January, 1941), 16. 

37 Ibid ., XVIII NO.I0 (July, 1941), 17. 

38 B. J . Liebenberg, pp.374-37S. 

39 
Peter Young, pp.81-8S. 

40 
The Natal Mercury, December 19, 1940, p.lS. 

41 
Peter Young pp.89-90 and The Natal Mercury,. 
May 22, 1941, p.9. 

42 
Peter Young pp.83 and 8S. 

43 b'd I 1-," pp.l0S-l07. See also The Natal Mercury, 
Aprll 4,1941, p.ll., April 14,,1941, p.9." 
Apr i 1 2 9, 1 9 4 1 , P . 11 . , May 5" 1 9 4 II.' p. 9 . , 
May 17, 1941, p.ll., June 19, 1941, p.ll. 
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to Egypt, which remained a focus of interest for South 

Africans because of the concentration of its troops in 

that area. The death of Captain S.B. Greenberg, the 

son of Mr and Mrs A.M. Greenberg, who was serving in the 

Royal Medical Corps in England, however, reminded the 

Jewish community of Durban of the continued fighting in 

44 
Europe. 

During a lull in the fighting up North, Walter 

Fielding, Harold Jacobs,. Jimmy Stodel, Barney Cohen" 

d L ' d 45 d R b ' 46 'I t Bernar ln sayan Norman u ln were glven eave 0 

spend Rosh Hashanah with their families in Durban. 

Tension within the country" heightened by the course of 

the war generally, swelled the ranks of the armed forces. 

Amongst those who left Durban on active service was 

Sam Ernst, who was appointed a Chaplain to the Union 

47 
Forces. 

The two South African divisions attached to the 

Allied Eighth Army in North Africa, acquitted themselves 

with distinction at the battles of Sidi Rezegh 

(18-23 November, 1941), Taib el Esem 

(22-26 November, 1941), Bardia and Sollum 

(16 December, 1941 - 17 January, 1942), in which the Axis 

44 
The Natal Mercury, August 19, 1941, p.ll. 

45 
Hasholom, XIX No.2 (October, 1941), 9. 

46 Ib i d ., 17. 

47 Ib id ., XIX No.3 (November, 1941), 19. 
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b k ' L'b 48 forces were driven ac lnto 1 ya. Whilst reports on 

the fighting aroused keen interest,49 it was the large 

lists of casualties and prisoners, resulting from the 

battles, that were most closely scanned as all sections 

of the Union's population anxiously awaited news of 

those stationed up North. With considerable regret the 

Jewish community of Durban learnt of the injuries 

sustained by Signaller Alexander wartski,50 of the 

51 
accidental injuries sustained by Raoul Goldman and of 

f 2 d d 'k ,52 d the capture 0 n Lieutenant Pre rlC Lapln an 

Private Eleazar Hoddes.
53 

It shared in the concern of 

the families of Signaller Philip Silbert,54 Corporal 

48 B. J . Liebenberg, p.375. 

490n the battles see H.J. Martin and Neil D. Orpen, 
South African For ces World War II, (Cape Town, 
1979), Volume VII of South Africa at War, pp.96 
124-125 and The Natal Mercury, November 20, 1941, p.ll., 
November 21, 1941, p.ll., November 24, 1941, p.9., 
November 25, 1941, p.9., November 26, 1941, p.ll., 
November 27, 1941, p.ll., November 28, 1941, p.l1., 
December 3, 1941, p.ll., December 6, 1941, p.ll., 
December 9, 1941, p.9., December 11, 1941, p.l1., 
December 19, 1941, p.13., December 25, 1941, p.9., 
December 27,1941, p.9., January 3,1942, p.9.,. 
January 19, 1942, p.9. On the fighting in North 
Africa see Warren Tute, The North African War, 
(London, 1976). 

50 
The Natal Mercury, December 3, 1941, p.12. 

51 
Hasholom, XIX No.5 (January, 1942), 16. 

52 
The Natal Merc ury, December 10, 19411. p.13. 

53 bOd I ~ ., January 19, 1942, p.l1. 

54Reported missing (Ib id ., December 12, 1941, p.13.) 
He was captured at Sidi Rezegh by the Germans but 
managed to escape and rejoin his unit. (Ibid.". 
July 25, 1942, p.9.) 
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55 56 Samuel Stein, Corporal John Hanreck (who died in 

action)57 and Signaller Ian Cohen
58 

who were reported 

missing, and commiserated with the families of Corporal 

Israel sacks59 and Private William Hirschowitz,60 who 

were lost in battle. 

Later reports that filtered down from the Front 

indicated that Lance Corporal Lionel Lasker" who had 

been reportedly injured by enemy action, had in fact, 

. d k . , 6 1 d th t S t S 1 sustalne a nee lnJury an a ergean amue 

sang,62 Lance Corporal Leslie weinberg63 and Private 

C. Strathborne
64 

had been wounded in the course of 

duty. The death of Air Mechanic Heinz Lichtenstein, of 

the South African Air Force, who was lost on sea 

55Reported missing (Ib id ., December 12, 1941, p.17.) 
confirmed Prisoner of War (Ibid., January 19, 1942, 
p.ll.). 

56Reported missing (I bi d ., December 24,. 1941,. p~13.) 
confirmed Prisoner of War (Ibid., January 19, 1942" 
p.ll.). 

57 
Hasholom, XXVIII No.9 (May, 1950), 27. 

58Reported missing (The Zi oni st Record), 
December 26, 1941, p.15.) confirmed Prisoner of 
War (Ibid., February 20, 1942, p.19.). 

59Killed at Bardia 
Mer cury, January 

60Killed at Bardia 
January 6, 1942, 

on December 17. 
5, 1942, p.7.). 

on December 17, 
p.7.). 

(The Natal 

{Ib i d., 

61 Th Z · . e ~on~st Re c or d , February 61' 1942, p.18. 

62 Ib i d ., p.l0. 

63The 1 
Nata ~ Mercury, February 11, 1942, p.ll. 

64 The Zionist Record, February 20, 19421' p.19. 
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patrol,65 once again brought home the tragedy of war to 

the Jewish community of Durban, who derived a sense of 

consolation and great pride in the mention of Captain 

Marcus Oshry in dispatches.
66 

67 
Whilst Captain N. Menachemson, Private Barney 

GordOn,68 Captain M. perlman,69 Air Corporal Jack Fisher 70 

and Captain W.A. Jacobs71 were spending a few weeks leave 

in Durban, news was received of the intensification of the 

war effort in the East. One of the few South African 

airmen to fight against the Japanese was Pilot Selwyn 

Lurie of Durban. Having been seconded to the Royal Air 

Force, where he served with 135 Squadron, Pilot Lurie 

flew a Thunderbolt as a member of the Southern Burma 

72 Fighter Group. Following the Japanese invasion of 

Malaya news was received that Major P.M. Bloom was 

amongst those missing
73 

and that Stoker Sonny Geffen and 

65The Natal Mercury, March 9, 1942, p.7. 

66 The Zionist Record, March 27, 1942, p.15. 

67 
HashoZom, XX No.8 (April, 1942), 16. 

68 Ibid .,12. 

69 Ibid ., XX No.9 (May, 1942), 10. 

70 Ibid . 

71 Ibid ., XX No.10 (June, 1942),. 17. 

72S h . out Afr~can Jews in World War II. Published 
by the South African Jewish board of Deputies 
(Johannesburg, 1950), p.93. 

73 Th Z' . e ~on~st Record, April 24, 1942, p.19., he was 
later confirmed a Prisoner of War (The Natal 
Mercury, December 29, 1942, p.7.). 



Stoker Harry Sevel were amongst the crew who were 

missing and presumed killed, following the sinking of 

h ' 74 H.M.S. Dorsets ~re. 
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Further reports from the North African battlefields 

added the names of Private Basil Levine,75 Lance Corporal 

Boris Meyerowitz76 and Private Leslie Gevisser77 to those 

reported missing. They confirmed that Private Sydney 

Tayfield had been wounded/ 8 and that Private Desmond 

Sebba had been injured/ 9 and recorded that Bombadier 

Nevil Lazarus, formerly of Durban, had been killed. 80 

In May 1942 South African troops once again clashed 

with Rommel's forces in Libya. 81 The ultimate 

superiority of the Axis forces compelled the Allied 

74The Zionist Record, May 8, 1942, p.17. 

75Reported missing (The Natal Mercury, June 19, 1942,. 
p.9.) confirmed Prisoner of War (Ibid., 
August 3, 194,2, p.9 .. ). 

76Reported missing (Ib id ., June 19, 1942, p.9.) 
confirmed Prisoner of War (The Zionist Record, 
July 10, 1942, p.14.). 

77R t d . . ( epor e m~ss~ng The Natal Mercury, June 20, 1942, 
p.9.). confirmed Prisoner of War (The Zionist 
Record, July 10, 1942, p.15.). 

78 b'd 26 I ~ ., June , 1942, p. 15 . 

79Ibid . 

80 

81 
The Natal Mercury, June 27, 1942, p.9. 

Peter Young, pp.191-195. See also The Natal 
Mercury, May 28, 1942, p.7., May 29, 1942~ p.7'

1 
May 30, 1942, p.7., June 1, 1942, p.5., 
June 2, 1942, p.7., June 5, 1942, p.7., 
June 6, 1942, p.7., June 9, 1942, p.7.~ 
June 11, 1942, p. 7 ., June 12" 1942, p. 7 . , 
June 13, 1942, p.7. 
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Eighth Ar~y to retreat to the Egyptian frontier, leaving 

the Allied forces at Gazala and Tobruk undefended. The 

First South African Division, under Major General Dan 

Pienaar, was forced to evacuate its position at Gazala 

and among those injured during its retreat was Edgar 

Isaacs, the Divisional Ammunition Officer,82 who, 

nevertheless, continued to command his unit through to 

the battle of EI Alamein. 83 The Allied forces at Tobruk, 

including the more than 10,000 Springboks, were ordered 

to defend their position, but, unable to resist the 

German attack, they surrendered on June 24. 84 

Among those from Durban who were reported missing 

after the fall of Tobruk, were Private Bernard Kosseff,85 

86 87 his brother Private Issy Kosseff, Private Edgar Mayer, 

Private Paul Nathan,88 Signaller Arthur Brodie,89 

82 Ibid ., August 16, 1961, p.2. 

83Ib~d., J 5 962 v anuary 1 , 1 , p.2. 

84 
Peter Young, p.196. See also H.J. Martin and 
Neil D. Orpen, pp.148, 158-159. 

85 Th Z· . e 1.-on1.-st Record, July 8, 1942, p.19. 
86 

Hasholom Rosh Hashonah Annual, XXI No.1 
(September, 1942), 8. 

87Th Z· . e 1.-on1.-st Record, July 3, 1942, p.19. 

88 R t d . . 
epor e mlsslng (The Natal Mercury, July 3, 1942, 

p.9.) confirmed Prisoner of War (Ibid. r 
September 15, 1942, p.9.). 

89 Ibid. , I 7 Ju Y , 1942, p.9. 



432 

1 S 'l 90, t N J L 91 Corpora Montague 1 verman, Pr1va e . . evy, 

Sergeant Ernest Eichelgreun,92 Private Philip Freedman 93 

(whose death at Tobruk was confirmed some months later),94 

his brother Private I. Freedman
95 

and Private Pincus 

96 Schultz. Those who were reported missing believed 

prisoners of war, included Private H. Abrahamson,97 his 

brother Private B. Abrahamson,98 Private Monty Friedman,99 

his brother Corporal Morris 

101 

F 'd 100 r1e man, Signaller Albert 

Abrahams, Private Horace L ' h 102 eV1SO n,. Signaller 

90 Ibid ., July 9, 1942, p.9. 

91 Ibid ., July 10,1942, p.9. 

92 Th Z· . R d J 1 10 1942 14 e ~on~st ecor, u y, r p. . 

93 Ibid . 

94 Ibid ., January 29, 1943, p.17. 

95Hasholom Rosh Hashonah Annualr XXI No.1 
(September, 1942), 8. 

96 The Zionist Record, July 10, 1942, p.14. 

Mercury, July 13, 97Reported missing (The Natal 
p.9.) confirmed Prisoner of 
Record, September 18, 1942, 

War (The Zionist 

98Reported missing (The Natal 
p.9.) confirmed Prisoner of 
Re cord, September 18 l' 1942" 

99Reported missing (The Natal 
p.9.) confirmed Prisoner of 
Record, September 25, 1942, 

100 Ibid . 

101 

p.20.). 

Mercury, 
War (The 
p.20.). 

Mercury, 
War (The 
p.20.). 

July 14,. 
Zionist 

July 16, 
Zionist 

19421. 

1942, 

1942, 

Reported missing (The Zionist Record, 
July 17, 1942, p.17.) confirmed Prisoner of War 
(Ibid., September 4,. 1942, p.17.). 

102R d' eporte m1ssing (The Natal Mercury, 
July 21, 1942, p.9.) confirmed Prisoner of War 
(The Zionist Record, August 21, 1942, p.15.). 
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Esmond JacobsOn,103 Corporal Isaac Richter,104 Signaller 

Philip Silbert, 105 his brother Private Neville Silbert,106 

1 1 107 1 R d D' 108 Corpora Se wyn Tomson, Corpora aymon rlman, 

109 Lanc.e Corporal Reuben Budlender, Private Emanuel 

k IlO J l' V' tIll d S t L ' 1 Hac ner, Gunner u lUS lC or an ergean lone 

112 Alleson. Among the many South Africans who died at 

113 
Tobruk was Private Joseph Hoffenberg of Durban. 

114 As the Axis Army mounted an attack on Egypt, 

103 

104 

Reported missing (The Natal Mercury, 
July 21, 1942, p.9.) confirmed Prisoner of War 
(The Zionist Record, September 25, 1942, p.15.). 

The Natal Mercury, July 24, 1942, p.9. 

10SReported missing (Ibid., July 25,. 1942, p.9.) 
confirmed Prisoner of War by Vatican Radio (The 
Zionist Record, December 24, 1942, p.19.). 

106Reported missing (Ibid., July 31,. 1942, p.16.) 
confirmed Prisoner of War by Vatican Radio 
(Ibid., December 24,. 1942,. p.19.). 

107 The Natal Mercury,. July 27,. 1942, p.9. 

108The Zionist Record, July 31l 1942, p.16. 

109Ibid . 

110 Ibid . 

lll Ib "od. , 
v August 7, 1942, p.18. 

112 
He spent the last three years of hostilities as 
a prisoner of war in Italy and Germany. 
(Hasholom, [XLII No.6] (February, 1964), 15. 

113Th zo ° e 1.-on1.-st Record, August 7, 1942, p.17. 
114 

Peter Young, pp.195-200., The Natal Mercury,. 
Ju 1 y 2, 1 942, p. 7 ., Ju 1 y 7, 1942,. p. 7 . ,. 
July 6, 1942, p.7., July 14,. 1942,. p.7., 
Ju 1 Y 16, 1942, p. 7 ., Ju 1 y 23, 1942, p. 7 . , 
July 25, 1942, p.7., September 1, 1942, p.7., 
September 2, 1942, p.7., September 7, 1942, p.7., 
September 9, 1942, p.7. 
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news regarding the fate of South African soldiers 

continued to be made known. The Durban Jews included 

lIS 
among those recorded missing were Gunner Michael Kaplan 

(who escaped from Tobruk) 116 and Gunner Eric Rosenthal. 117 

Those missing believed prisoner of war, included 2nd 

, t l' G 't 118 P ' t M 'c' 119 Lleutenan Ju lUS urWl z, rlva e aurlce lnamon 

120 
and Private E. Telem, and those known to have been 

taken prisoner ,of war included Private A. wainman 121 and 

122 Gunner Hans Unger. 

Apart from the above mentioned, Durban Jewry's Roll 

of Honour ( by September, 1942" included Sergeant B. Beck123 

and Bombadier N. Feldman
124 

who were prisoners of war; 

Gunner M. Eliason, Lance Corporal G. Miller and Sergeant 

L M k ' h t d ' , 12S, h . es ln w 0 were repor e mlsslng; Prlvate E. C aikin 

and Private L. Daniels who were missing and believed to 

IlS Th Z" d e 'Z-on'Z-st Recor , August 14, 1942, p.17. 

116 Ibid ., September 1, 1942, p.19. 

117 Ib ""d. , 
v August 14, 1942, p.17. 

118 Ibid ., September 4, 1942, p.17. 

119Ibid . 

120 Ibid . 

121 Ibid ., August 28, 1942, p.lS. 

122 Ib""d. , 
v September 11, 1942, p.19. 

123 
HashoZom Rosh Hashonah AnnuaZ, XXI No.1 
(September, 1942), 8. 

124 Ibid . 

12S Ibid . 
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126 
be prisoners of war; and Sapper J. Arluck, Private 

L. Plen, Private M. Selby, Sapper H. Wenezky and Lance 

1 k h d d ., d 127 h 1 Corpora Las er w 0 were woun e or lnJure, t east 

. d d' . t' 128 mentlone ylng ln ac lon. 

Durban Jewry's fine record of service in the war 

was further enhanced with the conferring of the M.B.E. 

on First Class Warrant Officer Mark Leven Marcon, who 

courageously drove a loaded ammunition train away from a 

truck which had caught firej129 the promotion of Edgar 

Isaacs to the rank of Major,130 and the presentation of 

a Military Medal to Private Montague Goldstein, for 

maintaining a vital telephone line during the fighting 

at Tobruk.
131 

As the Allied Forces, under General Montgomery, 

successfully moved against Rommel's troops driving him 

126 Ibid . 

127 Ibid., 9. 

128 
Hasholom, XXVIII No.9 (May, 1950), 27. 

129 
The Natal Mercury, September 12, 1942, p.9. 

130 
Hasholom, XXI No.2 (October, 1942), 9. 

13 1 Ib i d ., 3. 
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d h f T ' , 132 th out of Libya an muc 0 unlSla, e news was 

received that Signaller Alexander Wartski had been 

accidentally injured,133 Sergeant Joe Levy134 and 

Corporal Hector Lazarus 135 had been wounded, and Private 

John Newmark had been taken prisoner in the fighting.
136 

The reality of the war was brought home even more vividly 

to the public of Durban when ten South African soldiers 

who lost their lives, as a result of enemy action at sea, 

were buried with military honours at Stellawood Cemetery 

in December 1942. Private Isaac Stein a member of the 

"Q" Service Corps, and one of the ten victims of the 

enemy attack, was buried by the Jewish community in their 

portion of Stellawood. 137 

By 1943, the war in Africa was confined to Tunisia 

132 
Peter Young, pp.213-229. See also The Natal 

133 

Mercury, October 26, 1942, p.7., October 29, 1942, 
p.7., November 2, 1942, p.7., November 4, 1942,. 
p.7., November 5,1942, p.7., November 6,1942, 
p.7., November 7, 1942, p.7., November 9, 1942,. 
p.7., November 10, 1942, p.7., November 11, 1942, 
p.7., November 12, 1942, p.7., November 13, 1942, 
p.7., November 16, 1942, p.7., November 18, 1942, 
p.7., November 19, 1942" p.7., November 21" 1942, 
P . 7 ., November 25, 1942" p. 5 ., November 26" 1 9 4 2 I 
p.5., December 5,1942, p.7.,. December 7"1942,, 
p.7., December 10,. 1942, p.7., December 14, 1942, 
p.5., December 18,. 1942, p.7.,. December 28,. 1942, 
p.5., January 18, 1943, p.5.,. January 27, 1943, 
p.8. 

Hasholom, XXI No.3 (November, 1942), 21. 

134The l 
Nata Mercury". November 6" 1942 r p.9. 

135 The Zionist Recordl. December 111.' 

136 b 'd I ~ ., January 22, 1943, p.19. 

1942,. p.19. 

137 
The Natal Mercury, December 7, 1942, p.9. 
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where Commonwealth Forces, aided by American troops, met 

with stiff opposition from the Axis defences which 

finally crumbled in May 1943, with the Allied capture of 

T ' 138 unlS. Many Allied soldiers fell in the fighting 

in Tunisia including Brigadier F.H. Kisch, the Chief 

Engineer of the Eighth Army, and former Chairman of the 

Palestine Executive of the World Zionist Organisation, 

who had forged a personal link with South African Jewry 

through his two fundraising visits to the Union.
139 

The sadness felt by World Jewry in consequence of his 

passing was most intimately shared by the Jews of Durban, 

amongst whom the Brigadier's wife and one of their sons 

had taken up temporary residence on the outbreak of the 

war. At a well attended memorial meeting, held on 

May 9, the Jewish community of Durban paid personal 

tribute to the Brigadier. 140 

With all of Africa wrested from Axis control, the 

Allies turned their attention to Italy,141 and by 

July 1943, they had completed the first stage of the 

l'nvasl'on of Sl'Cl'ly.142 T k' d a lng a vantage of the unstable 

conditions within Italy preceding the Allied invasion, 

138 
Peter Young, pp.230-232. 

13 9Ib 'd '1 1- ., Apr 1 1 6 , 1 943, p. 7 . 

140 The Z' , 1- on 1-s t Record , May 21, 1943, p.17. 

141The Natal Merc ur y , May 17, 1943, p.5., 
May 26, 1943, p.5., May 27, 1943, p.5., 
May 28, 1943, p.5., June 1, 1943, p.5. 

142 
Peter Young, .pp.282-285. 



438 

Corporal Louis Chait managed to gain repatriation from 

143 
his prisoner of war camp. Fifteen South African 

prisoners, including Private I. Kosseff and his brother 

Private B. Kosseff also succeeded in escaping from camps 

in Italy.144 

The landing in Italy in September 1943, and the 

subsequent Allied advance through the country, brought 

South African troops, including Rolfe Futerman of the 

27th Squadron, South African Air Force,14S and Leslie 

Shagam, who was attached to the 2nd Squadron, 7th Wing 

146 
South African Air Force, into the European theatre 

of the war. As the combined Allied forces pushed forward 

from Southern Italy towards the Fascist dominated north 

of the country, the progress made was slow and costly. 

Among those reported missing" presumed killed,. was 

Lieutenant Arthur Lewin, of the South African Air 

147 
Force, and Sergeant Major Hyman Jochelson was amongst 

th ld ' h d' d ,148 e many so lers w 0 le on serVlce. Sapper Otto 

wel'ss149 and T M ' S dl 150 rooper aurlce an er were amongst the 

143The Zionist Record, May 7, 1943, p.16. 

144The Nata~ Mercury, September 29, 1943, p.S. 

145 
Leon Feldberg, p.247. 

146 
Hasho~om, XXXV No.2 (September, 1956), 5. 

147Th Z' , e "Z-on"Z-st Record, October 20, 1943, p.lS. 

148Ibid ., F b e ruary 11, 1944, p.lS. 

l49Ib~d., 
v April 28, 1944, p.lS. 

150 
The Nata~ Mercury, June 30, 1944, p.6. 
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many Springboks wounded in the campaign. For valuable 

151 
services Major Hyman Starfield was gazetted and 

, d' d' t h 152 Corporal Hans Meidner was mentlone In lspa c es. 

Using the opportunity afforded by the fighting in Italy, 

where they had been interned as prisoners of war, 

Sergeant Harry Friedland,lS3 Signaller Philip Silbert
1S4 

and Private Neville Silbert
1SS 

succeeded in escaping to 

Switzerland. 

By the time that South African units entered 

Florence, in August 1944,156 the first Allied bridgeheads 

had been gained in France,lS7 and the Russians were 

smashing through the Nazi lines.
1S8 

Equally favourable 

f All ' ddt' d t b 'd1S9 news 0 le a vances con lnue 0 e recelve as 

lSlThe Zionist Record, October 29, 1943, p.17. 

lS2 Ibid ., November 12, 1943, p.1S. 

lS3Escape reported (Ibid., March 10, 1944, p.1S.). 
Mentioned in dispatches (The Natal Mercury, 
March 25, 1944, p.9.). 

154 hZ' , T e ~on~st Record, March 24, 1944, p.1S. 

lSS Ibid . 

lS6 p t 38 8 e er Young, pp. 5-3 7. See also The Natal 
Mercury, August 5, 1944, p.7. 

157 
Peter Young, pp.324-326. See also The Natal 
Mercury, June 7, 1944, p.S. 

158 
Peter Young, pp.338-342. See also The Natal 
Mercury, July 28, 1944, p.S. 

159 b 'd I ~ ., August 5, 1944, p.7., August 24, 1944,. 
p.S., August 26, 1944, p.7., September 4, 1944, 
p.S., September 5, 1944, p.S., September 15, 1944, 
p.S. 
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160 
the battle for Italy proceeded. By the end of 1944, 

h d t o 161 G 
the Soviet armies were on t e roa 0 Austrla, reece 

had been liberated,162 the war in the Phillipines had 

weakened the Japanese,163 and Allied forces had reached 

h Rh 
0 164 

t e lne. For Durban Jewry the glowing reports 

from the war fronts were clouded by the news of the death 

in a flying accident of Lieutenant Michael Duchen, of 

the South African Air Force,165 and the inclusion of 

C 1 M t G ld t o 166 THo MOll 167 orpora on ague 0 s eln, rooper ymle 1 er 

and Trooper Otto Victor168 on the lists of those reported 

wounded or injured. Considerable pride was also taken 

by the community in the achievement of Major Philip 

169 
Shiller, who was awarded a M.B.E. 

As the Allied armies closed in on Germany 50 former 

160 

161 

162 

163 

164 

Peter Young pp.385-392. See also The Natal 
Mercury, September 6, 1944, p.5., 
September 19, 1944, p.5., September 20, 1944, 
p.5., October 21, 1944, p.9. ' 

Peter Young, p.399. See also The Natal 
Mercury, December 28, 19441. p.5. 

Peter Young, p.388. See also The Natal 
Mercury, November 2, 1944, p.5. 

Peter Young, pp.358-360. See also The Natal 
Mercury, October 27 r 1944, p.5. 

Peter Young, pp.398-399. See also The Natal 
Mercury, November 21, 19441.' p.5. 

165 b 'd I ~ ., October 13, 1944 r p.6. 

166 Th Z' , e ~on~st Record, November 17, 1944 r p.12. 

167 Ibid. 

168 Ibid ., December 15, 1944, p.15. 

169Ibid ., January 5, 1945, p.15. 
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prisoners of war, liberated by the advancing Allied 

forces ', were repatriated. Amongst the first group of 

Durban prisoners to return horne after their release by 

170 
the Russians was Signaller Selwyn Abrahams. In the 

weeks leading up to the fall of Berlin171 the news of 

th I f C I M . F' d 172 . t e re ease 0 orpora orr1S r1e man, Pr1va e 

Monty Friedman 173 and Corporal S. Tomson174 was received 

in Durban. Following the unconditional surrender of 

the Nazis
175 

the lists of released prisoners swelled 

enormously, and included Private Matthew Kirson,176 

177 . 178 Gunner E. Telem, Pr1vate Joseph Brookstone, 

C I Ab h W · 179 L' t t F d . k L . 180 orpora ra am a1nman, 1eu enan re r1C ap1n, 

Corporal John samuel,181 Private Leslie Gevisser182 

170 
The Natal Mercury, April 2, 1945, p.5. 

171 
Peter Young, p.422. See also The Natal 
Mercury, May 3, 1945, p.5 . . 

172Th Z" d e ~on~st Recor , April 27, 1945, p.17. 

173 Ibid. 

174 Ibid . 

175 The Natal Mercury, May 5, 1945, p.7. 

176 The Zionist Record, May 25, 1945, p.19. 

177 Ib i d ., p. 6 . 

178 The Natal Mercury, June 1, 1945, p.7. 

179 The Zionist Record, June 8m 1945, p.14. 

180 Ibid ., July 6, 1945, p.19. 

181 Ibid. 

182 Ibid. 
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and Private Emanuel Hackner. 

The Durban Jewish Club and the newly established 

Natal branch of the South African Jewish Ex-Service 

442 

League, which had been formed, under the chairmanship of 

Mr Josh Goldberg, to assist Jewish men and women 

retur~ingfrom service, held a reception at the Jewish 

Club on .July 3, 1945, in honour of the first contingent 

of former prisoners to return home, Across the Main 

Hall of the Club was stretched a giant streamer with the 

words IIWelcome Home and Thank YOU,ll sentiments that were 

shared by the more than 400 people who attended the 

. 184 receptlon. 

By the Japanese surrender" on September 2, 1945 t 

which brought the war to a successful conclusion, the 

detention of thousand~ of Allied prisoners of war in 

Asia, including that of Major Philip Bloom, also ended. 185 

As members of the Union forces were making their 

way homewards, the news media reported the mention of 

Lieutenant Eric Manne 186 and Warrant Officer Sonny 

B k · 187 . d' h asc ln ln lspatc es. This served as a fitting 

final testimony, as it were, to the contribution made by 

the young Jewish men of Durban in the fight against 

183 Ibid. 

184 . 
HashoZom, XXIII No.ll (July, 1945), 19,21, 23. 

185 Th Z' , 
e ~on~st Record, September 28, 1945,. p.18. 

186 Ib 'd 
~ ., June 29, 1945, p.17. 

187 
HashoZom, XXIV No.8 (April, 1946), 32. 



Nazism, a fight in which many of Durban Jewry'S sons 

who are not individually recorded here, had fought 

bravely, and in which Sergeant Oscar Berkowitz and 

Private Fred Ginsberg,188 together with thousands of 

other servicemen, had given their lives. 

Not to be outdone by their menfolk,. the Jewish 

443 

women of Durban responded equally enthusiastically when 

the call was issued for volunteers for war service. 

Large numbers of them linked up with various Women's 

Organisations in the City, and with the V.A.D. (Voluntary 

Arnb I D···) 18 9 . t . I W' th . th f u ance lVlSlon In par lCU ar. l In mon s 0 

the outbreak of hostilities, Mrs Mark Fielding rose 

within the ranks of the local Red Cross Society to the 

position of Assistant Quartermaster of a newly formed 

detachment. She was also one of the two women selected 

from Durban to undergo special training at the Military 

190 Hospital at Voortrekkerhoogte. Together with 

Mrs M. Kaplan, Mrs Fielding won a silver medal in the 

Red Cross First Aid Examination 191 and the two women also 

obtained Instructors Certificates in the Air Raid Patrol 

and Gas Exarninations. 192 

The children of the community made their personal 

188 Ibid. , XXVIII No.9 (May, 1950),.. 27. 

189 Ibid., XVII No.2 (October, 1939) ,. 15. 

190 Ibi d . , XVII No.6 (February, 1940), 16. 

191 Ibid ., XVII No.ll (July, 1940) , 16. 

192Ibid ., XVII No.12 (August, 1940)" 16. 



444 

contribution towards helping the men on the Front by 

participating in a knitting circle, convened by 

Mrs W. Cranko, which met during the school holidays.193 

All sections of the Jewish community were thus 

directly involved in the war effort and in the struggle 

that was being waged against the Axis Powers, a struggle 

in which the lists of wounded, dead and honoured revealed 

the extent of the community's contribution. 

/ 

193 b °d I ~ ., XVII No.lO (June, 1940)1 7. 
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CHAPTER XXII 

CONTRIBUTING TO THE WAR EFFORT 

Although only certain categories of people could 

enlist in the various branches of the Services, all 

sections of the Jewish community exhibited a keen desire 

to assist in the war effort. For many, the numerous 

war funds created a suitable avenue through which to 

give practical expression to this desire. 

Within days of South Africa's entry into the war 

plans for a food scheme to aid the Allies were mooted by 

1 
the Mayor of Johannesburg, and were enthusiastically 

taken up by the Mayors of most of the country's major 

, , l' t ' 2 munlclpa 1 les. The basis of the South African Mayorrs 

National Fund for the Allies was later broadened to 

include the purchase of foodstuffs for shipment to the 

Allies overseas, the assistance of servicemen and their 

dependants, and the collection and transfer of funds to 

the British Government for use at its discretion. 3 
In 

1 
The Natal Me r cu r y , September 20, 1939,. p.ll. 

2Ib id ., September 27, 1939, p.13. 

3Ibid ., October 31, 1939, p.12. 
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addition to making private contributions,4 members of the 

Jewish community served on the organising committee that 

was responsible for staging a grand ball in aid of the 

Fund, in December 1939,5 and also assisted at the 

Caledonian Market, from which the Fund greatly 

benefitted. 6 An influential committee, which included 

Mrs F.C. Hollander, staged a Pageant of Beauty at the 

Cai s te r Hote l , in May 1940, from which the Mayor's Fund, 

the Red Cross Society and the Navy League were the 

b f ·· . 7 ene lClarles. 

In response to a call for aid that was issued by 

the South African Women's National Service Legion l 

Mesdames H. Driman, M. Woolfson and C.P. Robinson and 

4Ibid ., November 10, 1939, p.10., November 16, 1939, 
p.1S., November 20, 1939, p.12., December 4, 1939, 
p.12., December 7, 1939, p.19., December 14, 1939, 
p.23., January 17, 1940, p.17., January 19, 1940 l 

p.7., January 26, 1940, p.8., February 2, 1940, 
p.16., February 8, 1940, p.7., February 13, 1940,­
p.16., February 27, 1940, p.9., March 5, 1940, p.13.,­
March 8, 1940, p.9., March 13, 1940 l p.1S., 
March 28, 1940, p.22., March 30, 1940, p.14., 
April 9, 1940, p.14., April 27, 1940, p.7.,-
May 8, 1940, p.16., May 10, 1940, p.14., 
May 18, 1940, p.7., May 21, 1940,. p.12., 
May 22,1940, p.6., May 23,1940, p.16., 
May 24,1940, p.1l., May 27,- 1940, p.7., 
May 29,1940, p.8., June 4,1940, p.13.,. 
June 8,1940, p.13., June 12,1940, p.8., 
June 13, 1940, p.8. , June 27, 1940, p.8., 
July 4, 1940, p.16. , July 5, 1940, p.19. 

5 
Mrs N. Meyerowitz served as treasurer and Mesdames 
W. Levy, B. Levy and H. Hackner sat on the 
committee. (Ibid ., December 6, 1939, p.1S.). 

6 I b i d ., Apr i 1 3 ° , 194 0, p. 7 ., May 2, 194 0, p. 13 . 

7 Ibid ., May 4, 1940, p.8. 
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Messrs M. Bloch & Co . donated crockery, cutlery and other 

necessary kitchenware required by the Legion.
8 

Equally 

generous donations in kind were made by a number of 

Jewish individuals and business houses to the Committee 

of the French War Workers Fund, which sought to provide 

comforts for French soldiers on active service. 9 When 

the war spread to Finland, Scandanavians in Natal set up 

a Finnish Relief Fund to which Jewish residents of the 

10 City contributed generously. At the same time 

members of the Jewish community responded with equal 

generosity to the appeal made on behalf of the 

St. Dunstan's Fund for blinded soldiers, sailors and 

. 11 
a~rmen. The South African Women's Auxilliary Services 

12 not only derived financial assistance from local Jewry, 

but also enjoyed the assistance of a number of Jewish 

women in the various branches of its work. 13 

With the Nazi advances in Europe in 1940 funds were 

created in Durban for the relief of Norway,14 the 

8Ibi d ., October 9, 1939, p.S. 

9Ib id ., October 12, 1939, p.6., October 24, 1939, 
p.S., December 13, 1939 , p.24. 

10 b ' d I & ., January 8, 1940, p.1S., January 18, 1940, 
p.9., January 22, 1940, p.7., March 14, 1940, p.18. 

11 Ibid ., January 25, 1940, p.7., March 28, 1941, p.7. 

12 Ib~· d ., 
v February 22, 1940, p.17., January 11, 1941, p.8. 

13 Ibid ., 
April 6, 1940, p.8., January 23, 1941, p.6. 

14 Ibid ., April 17, 1940, p.9., June 13, 1940, p.20. 
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Netherlands 15 and Belgium,16 all of which won the 

sympathy and support of members of the Jewish community. 

When Germany initiated its intensive assault on Great 

Britain a special fund was set up to provide planes for 

the Royal Air Force. The speed the Aeroplanes Fund, 

which operated as a branch of the Mayor's Fund, aroused 

enormous enthusiasm among all classes of the population, 

who all shared a sense of admiration for the courage 

shown by the people of the United Kingdom during the 

Battle of Britain. b ' J ' h ' t' 17 d Dur an s ew~s c~ ~zens, an 

their co-religionists in the Danhauser district r
18 

were 

no less enthusiastic in their response to this worthy 

cause. 

A number of Jewish men in Durban showed their support 

for the work being done by the YMCA and Toc H by 

contributing to their War Work Fund,19 whilst fundraising 

efforts on behalf of the Red Cross Society inspired a 

15Ib~d., June 8 940 '" ,1, p. 13 ., June 14, 1940, p. 15. 

16 Ib i d ., June 13, 1940, p.20., August 30, 1940, p.18. 

17 Ib id ., June 11,1940, p.14., June 13,1940, p.8., 
June 14,1940, p.8., June 15,1940, p.9., 
June 17,1940, p.16., June 18,1940, p.12., 
June 1 9, 1 940, p. 8 ., June 2 ° , 1 940 , p. 8 . , 
June 21, 194 0, p. 8 ., June 22, 194 0, p. 2 0. , 
June 24, 1 94 ° , p. 13 ., June 25, 1 94 ° , p. 9 . , 
June 27, 1940, p.8., June 28 r 1940 r p.22., 
Ju 1 Y 2, 1 94 0, P • 2 1 ., Ju 1 Y 5, 1 9 4 0, c. 1 9 . , 
July 8 1940, p.5., July 10, 1940, p:7., 
Ju 1 y 11, 1 94 0, p. 7 . 1 Ju 1 Y 1 2, 1 9 4 ° , p. 18 . 

18 Ib id . , 1 Ju Y 8, 1940, p.5. 

19Ib id ., June 18, 1940, p.14., June 20, 1940, p.16., 
July 11, 1940, p. 9 . 
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number of the City's Jewish women to offer their 

assistance. A fortnightly Caledonian Market was held 

for the benefit of the Society during 1940 and members 

of the Jewish community served on the various stalls 

which made up the market. 20 In the following year the 

members and committee of the Durban Red Cross Caledonian 

Fund organised a Fete in the Durban City Hall, at which 

Mesdames V. Robinson and S. Moshal ran a grocery stall 

and Mrs F.C. Hollander supervised the luncheons.
21 

At a meetingof the national executive committee of 

the South African Mayor's National Fund, held in 

July 1940, the decision was taken, in view of the war 

having corne nearer to the Union, to inaugurate a new 

fund , which incorporated the Mayor's Fund, and was known 

as the Governor General's National War Fund. This fund 

was devoted exclusively to assistance for soldiers on 

22 
active service and their dependants. At the head of 

the Fund was a National Committee,consisting of twelve 

members nominated by the Governor General and 22 members 

representing public bodies and prominent organisations. 

Durban Jewry derived considerable satisfaction from the 

20 Mrs F.C. Hollander co-convened a miscellaneous 
sta~l at which Mrs F. Henochsberg was a helper. 
(Ib ~d ., June 22, 1940, p.7.), Mrs Victor Robinson 
convened a cake and sweet stall which was manned 
by a group of Jewish women. (Ibid ., 
September 21, 194 0 , p. 7 . ) . 

21 Ibid ., April 10, 1941, p.7. 

22 Ibid ., July 3, 1940, p.1 4 . 
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Governor General, Sir Patrick Duncan's nomination of 

Mr F.C. Hollander to the Committee.
23 

Until the 

publication of donations to the Fund was discontinued by 

the Press, in consequence of the paper shortage, Jewish 

names were frequently to be found amongst those who gave 

23 7 ' d I 0 ~ ., Ju 1 Y 1 7, 1940, p. 8 . 
July 19, 1940, p. 11 . 
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24 
the Fund their support. Apart from regular donations 

the members of the Jewish community contributed in cash 

and kind to the Victory Sale, which was held in 

March 1941,25 and supported the General Smuts 71st 

24 The Nat al Mercury, July 18, 1940, p~13., 
July 25, 1940, p.lS., July 27, 1940, p.13., 
August 1, 1940, p.19., August 10, 1940, p.8., 
August 12, 1940, p.S., August 20, 1940, p.lS., 
August 26, 1940, p.4., September 4, 1940, p.6., 
September 28, 1940, p.20., October 2, 1940, p.8., 
October 24, 1940, p.17., October 28, 1940, p.S., 
November 7, 1940, p.7., November 19, 1940, p.18., 
November 26, 1940, p.14., December 7, 1940, p.16., 
December 19, 1940, p.ll., December 30, 1940, p.16., 
January 13, 1941, p.4., February 3, 1941, p.S., 
February 7,1941, p.17., March 3,1941, p.6., 
March 8, 1941, p.17., March 22, 1941, p.16., 
April 14,1941, p.4., April 30,1941,. p.7." 
May 9,1941, p.18., May 24,1941, p.9., 
June 7, 1 941, p. 15 ., June 14, 1 941, P . 15 . , 
July 3, 1941, p.14., July 7, 1941, p.4., 
July 14, 1941, p.lS., July 19, 1941, p.14., 
July 24, 1941, p.S., August 1, 1941, p.S., 
August 9, 1941, p.9., August 22, 1941, p.6., 
October 15, 1941, p.S., October 25, 1941, p.20., 
October 29, 1941, p.7., November 8, 1941, p.6., 
November 21, 1941, p.17., December 1, 1941, p.18., 
December 8,1941,. p.7., December 15,. 1941, p.7.,. 
December 22,1941, p.20., December 23,1941,. p.16 q 

January 5, 1942, p.16., January 27, 1942, p.7., 
February 16, 1942, p.5., February 23, 1942, p.13., 
March 9, 1942, p.4., March 16, 1942, p.ll., 
March 30, 1932, p. 10 ., Apr i 1 11, 1942, p. 14 . " 
Apr il 20, 1942, p. 10., May 1, 1942, p. 5 . , 
May 7, 1942, p. 5 ., May 15, 1942, p. 12 . , 
June 15, 19 42, p. 5 ., Jul y 7, 1 942 , P . 5 . , 
July 24, 1942, p.12., August 5, 1942, p.l0., 
September 22, 1942 , p.l0., September 25, 1942, p.l0., 
October 12, 1942, p.l0., October 19, 1942, p.9., 
October 26, 1942, p.4., November 2, 1942, p.4., 
November 9, 1942, p.l0., November 27, 1942, p.l0., 
December 2, 1942, p.l0., December 11, 1942, p.l0., 
December 29, ) 1942, p.8., January 5, 1943, p.8., 
January 11, 1943, p.7., February 8, 1943, p.8., 
February 15, 1943, p.7., February 17, 1943, p.l0., 
February 24, 1943, p.5. 

25 b ' d 
I 1.- ., March 14, 1941, p. 16 ., March 27, 1941, p. 21 . 
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26 Birthday Gift Appeal, which were held in aid of the 

Fund . Two members of the Jewish community, Mr Jack 

Adley and Captain P.H. Lazarus served on the Assistance 

Sub-Committee of the Durban branch of the Fund which 

dealt with all applications for grants, and decided on 

the size of the grant to be given in every individual 

27 
case. 

In addition to the Governor General's National War 

Fund members of the local Jewish community contributed 

to the Merchant Navy Fund,28 which also benefitted from 

a fete at which Mrs A.J. Lindsay and Mrs W. Levy served 

29 
tea. A number of Jewish women in the City also gave 

a considerable amount of their time to assisting the 

Women's Committee of the Seamen's Institute in their 

work. Mrs Nathan Smith was the convener and secretary 

f th ' tt' k ' tt' '1 30 d h' h o e comml ee s nl lng Clrc e · an, toget er Wlt 

Mesdames A. Deen and F.C. Hollander, assisted at the 

Institute's Fair for the Fighting Forces, held in 

September 1940. 31 
Assisted by Miss Adeline Brewer, 

Mrs Smith also ran a stall at the fete organised by the 

26 Ibi d ., May 19, 1941, p.9., May 20, 1941, p.11., 
May 21, 1941, p.1l., May 22, 1941, p.6., 
May 28, 1941, p. 12., May 31, 1941, p. 15 . 

27 Ib id ., J 1 10 94 u y ,1 1, p.12. 

28 I bid ., July 11, 1940, p.13. 

29 Ib id ., June 5, 1941, p.6. 

30 I bid ., August 7, 1940, p.7. 

31 Ibid ., September 4, 1940, p.8. 
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Institute's knitting circle to augment their funds.
32 

The building fund of the Seamen's Institute and th~ 

Institute's Wharfside Refreshment Fund benefitted 

considerably from the fairs that were held in their 

interest, at which a number of Jewish women volunteered 

h 
. . 33 

t elr serVlces. Regular support was also shown by 

the Jews of Durban for the war funds of the South African 

d C S · t 34 Re ross OCle y. 

To help the thousands of poor people in Britain, 

who had suffered in consequence of the Nazi onslaught on 

the country, the Lord Mayor of London opened a Mansion 

32Ib i d ., October 30, 1940, p.6., November 7, 1940, 
p.19. 

33Ibid ., December 7, 1940, p.8., May 3, 1941, 
p.7. 

34Ib~d., 2 940 v August 1 ,1 , p.4., February 13, 1941, 
p.18., May 8, 1941, p.19., May 14, 1941, p.5., 
May 23, 1941, p.4., May 29, 1941, p.18., 
July 17,1941, p.5., July 29,1941, p.7., 
August 28, 1941, p.14., September 9, 1941, p.4., 
October 9, 1941, p.7., October 23, 1941, p.5., 
October 29, 1941, p.5., November 5, 1941, p.8., 
November 13, 1941, p.6., December II, 1941, p.7., 
December 17, 1941, p.6., January 15, 1942, p.12., 
January 16, 1942, p.5., February 9, 1942, p.13., 
February 16, 1942, p.4., March 9, 1942, p.13., 
March 13,1942, p.5., April 6,1942, p.4., 
April 21, 1942, p.l0., April 27, 1942, p.l0., 
May 15,1942, p.l0., May 18,1942, p.5., 
May 19, 1942, p. 5 ., May 25, 1942, p. 10 . , 
June 2,1942, p.3., June 8,1942, p.9., 
June 16, 1942, p.5., July 13, 1942, p.4., 
Ju 1 Y 2 7, 1 94 2, p. 1 0 ., Au gu s t 7, 1 9 4 2, P . 1 2 . , 
September 11, 1942, p.ll., September 26, 1942, p.9., 
September 28, 1942, p.4., October 19, 1942, p.l0., 
November 2, 1942, p.4., December 9, 1942, p.l0., 
Decernbe~ 22, 1942, p.5., January 29, 1943, p.9. 
These ~lSt~ were d~scontinued in 1943 owing to a 
reductlon ln the Slze of newspapers, inconsequence 
of the paper shortage. 
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House Fund, which was supported by communities throughout 

h 
,35 

t e Emplre. Donations to the fund were solicited 

from the residents of Durban during the last two weeks 

of September 1940, and the response of the Jewish 

community, as recorded in the press appeared no less 

generous than that of the other sections of the City's 

1 t ' 36 popu a lon. 

Local Jewry also extended its wholehearted support 

to the South African Gifts and Comforts Fund, which was 

established towards the end of 1940, under the 

37 chairmanship of Mrs Smuts for the benefit of the Forces, 

and contributed to the funds of the Navy League Club 38 

d th St J h I Arnb 1 A 't' 39 an e . 0 n s u ance SSOCla lon. With equal 

generosity, members of the community supported the Air 

35 Ibid ., September 13, 1940, p.10. 

36 Ibid ., September 14, 1940, p.12., 
September 16, 1940, p.5., September 17, 1940, p.5., 
September 18, 1940, p.7., September 19, 1940, p.7., 
September 20, 1940, p.7., September 24, 1940, p.5., 
September 25, 1940, p.8., September 26, 1940, p.8., 
September 27, 1940, p.10., September 28, 1940, 
p.14., September 30, 1940, p.5. 

37 Ib "'d. , mb " Nove er 14, 1940, p. 19 ., June 12, 1941, 
p.1L, June 13, 1941, p.12., June 14, 1941, p.13., 
June 25, 1941, p.15., December 17, 1941, p.16., 
June 15, 1942, p.10. 

38 Ibid ., D mb 2 940 ece er 1, 1 ,p. 16 . 

39 b ' d I 1-. ., January 15, 1941, p.9., January 18, 1941, 
p.8., January 25, 1941, p.20., February 3, 1941, 
p.14., February 15, 1941, p.9., February 24, 1941, 
p.4., May 14, 1941, p.8., August 4, 1941, p.7., 
May 2,1942, p.5., August 6,1942, p.10., 
November 5, 1942, p.10. 
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'd d 40 Ral Fun . This was set up in February 1941 by the 

Durban branch of the Victoria League for the purchase of 

comforts, and clothing in particular, for those who had 

suffered through the Nazi bombing raids and for the civil 

defence workers who worked so courageously to help the 

, t' 41 V1C lms. 

The arrival in Durban, from the Mediterranean, of 

a number of destitute British merchant seamen, who had 

been bombed and wrecked off Greece and Crete and were 

en route horne, prompted the creation of a Crete Heroe'· s 

Appeal,42 which aroused the sympathy of the Jewish,43 

and general community. Further concern for the men of 

the Merchant Navy was demonstrated by the support, in 

cash and kind, that was given to the British Empire 

Service League Mercantile Marine Distress Fund. 44 

The advances which the Nazi forces made into the 

Soviet Union, in September 1941, led to the creation in 

Durban of a Committee for Medical Aid for Russia, whose 

main aim was to raise funds to provide the Russians with 

medical supplies. The personnel of the Durban committee 

40 Ib id ., February 27, 1941, p.20., March 5, 1941, 
p.13., March 7, 1941, p.7., March 18, 1941, p.12., 
March 28, 1941, p.8. 

41 Ibid ., F b 8 94 e ruary 1 , 1 1 , p.6. 

42 Ib "' d . , 
v June 26, 1941, p.1 5 . 

43 Ibi d ., Ju 1 y 1, 194 1 , p. 9 . 

44 Ibi d ., August 28, 19 41, p.9. 
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of the fund included Mr J. Israel. Local Jewry 
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responded generously to the appeal,46 the urgency of 

which was emphasised by a number of the City's leading 

doctors, including Dr Sophie Kaplan, Dr N. Smith and 

F ' 47 Dr S. lne. 

In October 1941, world-wide abhorence over the Nazi 

execution of French hostages, in reprisal for the murder 

of two German officers, generated overwhelming sympathy 

from prominent Jewish citizens of Durban for the struggle 

of the Free French, and for the fund that was created to 

48 
support them. 

With the full support of General and Mrs Smuts, the 

Mayoress of Durban, Mrs Clare Ellis Brown, launched a 

"Tuck for Tommies" Fund in November 1941. Its purpose 

was to express, at Christmastide, the gratitude of the 

South African people to the men of the Imperial Forces 

serving in the Middle East who, for a variety of reasons, 

were unlikely to receive Christmas cheer from Great 

Britain. With typical generosity the residents of 

Durban contributed to this fund the Jewish community 

4S Ib id ., September 23, 1941, p.10. 

46 I bid ., 0 t b 6 94 2 coer ,1 1, p.1 ., October 15, 1941, 
p.10., October 16, 1941, p.12., October 18, 1941, 
p.13., October 20, 1941, p.7., October 21, 1941, 
p.S., October 22, 1941, p.S., October 23, 1941, 
p.18., October 24, 1941, p.17., October 25, 1941, 
p.20., November 1, 1941, p.1S., November 28, 1941, 
p. 8. 

47 Ibid ., October 15, 1941, p.10. 

48 Ibid ., October 24, 1941, p.17. 
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being no less generous than their fellow townsmen. 
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At about the same time the Mayor of Johannesburg, 

in conjunction with other Mayors in the Union, launched 

a fund for a national tribute to Mrs Smuts in recognition 

of her devotion to the welfare of the Forces.
50 

Together 

with thousands of other South Africans, Jews in Durban 

donated varying amounts to the tribute,51 which took the 

form of a national donation to the Gifts and Comforts 

Fund on the occasion of Mrs Smuts's 71st birthday on 

December 22, 1941. A similar appeal, which met with an 

52 
equally generous response, was launched in the following 

year , on the occasion of Mrs Smuts's 72nd birthday.53 

Early in 1942, a Free Danish Fighter Squadron Fund 

was established in Durban. The fund, which was world 

wide , aimed to collect the amount necessary for the 

purchase of a complete fighter squadron to be presented 

to the Royal Air Force to be flown by Danish pilots. 54 

49 bOd I ~ ., November 11, 1941, p.9., November 13, 1941, 
p.12., November 14, 1941, p.6., November IS, 1941, 
p.8., November 17, 1941, p.14., November 19, 1941, 
p.16., November 20, 1941, p.18., November 22, 1941, 
p.17., November 26, 1941, p.14. 

50 Ibi d ., November 21, 1941, p.12. 

51Ib~ d ., 
v December I, 1941, p.12., December 4, 1941, 

p.14., December 5, 1941, p.18., December 6, 1941, 
p.14., December 10, 1941, p.14., December 13, 1941, 
p.16., December 23, 1941, p.13. 

52 I bid ., November 16, 1942, p.6., December I, 1942, 
p.8., December 14, 1942, p.8. 

53 I bid ., 0 t b 6 coer 1 , 1942, p.8. 

54 I bid ., January 29, 1942, p.5. 
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It too enjoyed support from the Jewish residents of 

Durban 55 no less than from their Gentile counterparts. 

An appeal from the Netherlands East Indies Red 

56 Cross Fund also did not go unheeded by Durban Jewry. 

Neither were the calls by the South African Red Cross 

Society, for funds for food parcels for South African 

57 prisoners of war, and the St. Dunstan's Fund for 

blinded soldiers 58 allowed to pass unsupported. 

As the newspapers were forc~d to reduce their size, 

in consequence of a world wide paper shortage in 1943, 

no further lists of donations appeared in the local 

press. Nevertheless, notwithstanding the anonymity 

which now came to surround support for war fund drives, 

one can presume, on the basis of its generosity in the 

period until 1943, that Durban Jewry continued to 

actively support the numerous worthy causes that solicited 

funds in the City. 

The contribution of individual members of the 

Jewish community to the war effort was not,however, 

limited to philanthropy, and many local Jews found other 

means in which to assist in the war effort. 

55 Ibid ., February 16, 1942, p.4.~ March 20, 1942, p.5. 
56 . 

Ibid., March 10, 1942, p.5. 

57 Ibid ., July 18, 1942 , p.8., July 221.. 1942, p.10., 
July 24,1942, p.8., July 29,1942, p.8., 
August 6,1942, p.9., August 10,1942, p.5., 
August 13, 1942, p.5., September 26, 1942, p.9., 
September 30, 1942, p.4. 

58 b' d I & ., November 2, 1942, p.4. 
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Miss Rose Alper (Mrs H.L. Magid), the celebrated 

Carla Rosa Opera singer, performed at a concert for the 

Red Cross SocietYj59 at a show in aid of the Red Cross 

Appeal for Field Ambulancesi 60 at a cabaret, co-convened 

by Mrs S.L. Driman, in aid of the R.N.V.R. and Natal 

61 
Cadet Base Comforts Fundj at a Persian Market in aid 

62 of the Red Crossj and i n a variety ' concert for the 

benefit of the Holland Week Clothing and Relief Fund.
63 

Together with Miss Joy Lewis, Miss Avril Kentridge 

participated in a Music Hall Parade in aid of the Royal 

64 Durban Light Infantry Comforts and Dependants Fund, a 

Talent Parade in aid of the Victoria League Club for 

S ' 65 ervlcemeni a Cabaret, presented by the Ways and Means 

Committee of the South African Women's Auxilliary 

Servi ces, in aid of comforts for fighting forcesi66 and 

a dance, held to raise funds for a mobile field hospital 

67 for the Red Cross. Miss Kentridge and Miss Binkie 

Eagle appeared in a variety concert for the "Thumbs Up" 

59 Ib id ., January 10, 1940, p.12. 

60 I bid ., September 10, 1940, p.8. 

61Ib ~d ., 0 t b 9 94 v coer, 1 0, p.14. 

62Ib ~d ., J I 2 94 v u Y ,1 1, p . 6 . 

63 b' .:J I 1.-u ., September 13, 1944, p.4. 

64 I bid ., May 9, 1940, p.17. 

65 Ibid ., J I 10 94 u Y ,1 0, p.10. 

66 Ib "' d . , v August 31,1940, p.8. 

67 Ibid ., October 28, 1940, p.15. 
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Victory Club, which provided entertainment for members 

of the fighting forces,68 and Miss Kentridge also danced 

69 
in a show in aid of Durban's Own Sailor Fund, and in a 

Grand Variety Concert in aid of local Military 

Hospitals. 70 In ~lly 1943, Avril Kentridge produced and 

appeared in a revue, at the City Hall, which featured 

Dorothy Avrich, Eve Gettleson, Myra Patz and Motla Sarkin, 

the proceeds of which went towards Medical Aid for 

China. 71 Together with Sheila Wartski and Ruby 

Leibowitz she also danced in a show presented by the 

Durban branch of the Prisoners of War Relatives 

Association in aid of the Prisoners of War Food Fund.
72 

Apart from the show in aid of the P.O.W. Food Fund, 

Sheila Wartski appeared i n a Music Hall Parade in aid of 

the Royal Durban Light Infantry Comforts and Dependants 

73 Fund; a Cavalcade presented by the Durban Bachelor 

74 Girl's Club in aid of War Funds; a show presented by 

the same club in aid of the Natal Branch of the Malta 

75 Relief Fund and Springfield Occupational Therapy Hut; 

68 Ibi d ., July 31, 1941, p.ll. 

69 Ibid ., June 24, 1942, p.6. 

70 Ibi d ., August 3, 1942, p.6. 

71 Ibid ., July 10, 1943, p.6. 

72Ib ~d ., 0 t b 6 ~ coer 1 , 1943, p.6. 

73 Ib id ., May 9, 1940, p.17. 

74 Ib id ., November 7, 1940, p.9. 

75 I bid ., September 29, 1942, p.5. 



461 

and at a grand ball in aid of Durban's Own Sailors Fund.
76 

Together with Pauline Magid and Binkie Eagle she starred 

in a Children's Concert, which helped to raise funds for 

77 
a Red Cross Ambulance. 

Mme Lily Dubois, a well known Durban singer, lent 

her services to a fete in aid of the St. John's Ambulance 

d h h f . d C S· t 78 t Association an t e Sout A r~can Re ross OCle y, a 

which Mrs H. Freeman ran a produce stall, Mrs E. Romaine 

and Mrs C. Romaine convened a flower stall, Miss S. Cowan 

convened the tombola and mystery stall and Mrs J. Kahn 

79 supervised the beer garden. She also sang in the 

Metro Go.ldwyn Song and National Festival in aid of 

Durban's Own Sailors Fund. 80 

Other Jews, whose talents assisted in the war 

effort, included Rita Leibowitz, who danced at a concert 

in aid of the Red Cross Appeal for Field Ambulances 81 

and at a grand ball in aid of Durban's Own Sailors Fund;82 

Cantor Albert Lubliner, of Johannesburg, who organised a 

celebrity concert in Durban, which raised £400 for the 

76 Ibid ., December 1, 1943, p.4. 

77 Ib id ., D mb 6 940 ece er ,1 ,p. 19 . 

78 Ibi d ., March 8, 1941, p.7. 

7 9Ib "' d ., h " Marc 11, 1941, p. 15 . 

80 Ib id ., December 13, 1941, p.12. 

81 Ib "'d . , " August 31, 1940, p.20. 

82 b ' d I 1, 'f December 1, 1943, p.4. 
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83 
local branch of the St. Dunstan's Fundi Pearl Katz who 

appeared in a concert, at the Rossburgh Hall, in aid of 

84 the Services Orphanage Fund; and Sonny Tomson who 

performed in a show in aid of the Air Force Fund. 85 

The Jewish residents of Durban can clearly be seen 

to have sought through the channels available to them 

to contribute to the general war effort, and they 

thereby complimented the efforts of their men and women 
-

in uniform who served in the different branches of the 

Forces. 

83 The . 
Zbon is t Reco r d , August 7, 1942, p.21. 

84 The Natal Me r cur y , December 

85 Ibid ., June 26, 1945, p.4. 

1, 1943, p.4. 
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CHAPTER XXIII 

THE COMMUNAL 

CONTRIBUTION TO THE WAR EFFORT 

Whilst individuals within the community p~rsonally 

assisted the numerous war time activities, the Jewish 

community of Durban, through its various organisations, 

made its own particular contribution to the war effort. 

In February 19401. the Durban Jewish Women's Guild 

joined with other women's groups in the City in staging 

a Caledonian Market, in aid of the South African Mayor's 

National Fund.
l 

It also co-ordinated what proved to be 

the last annual July Ball in 1940,2 whose total proceeds, 

which exceeded £1,400, were donated to the South African 

Red Cross Society and the Governor General's National 

3 
War Fund. The Guild associated itself with the work 

which was undertaken by the Victoria League, by 

participating in a bridge drive 4 and a feteS that were 

1 
The Nat a l Me r cur y , February 28, 1940, p.l0. 

2Ib id ., July 10, 1940, p.12. 

3 
Ha s holo m, XVIII No.2 (October, 1940), 20. 

4 
The Nat a l Me r cur y , September 26, 1940, p.6. 

5 
Ha s ho lo m Ro s h Ha s honah Annual , XXIV No.1 
(September, 1945), 53. 
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organised by the League, and assisted by the Durban 

branch of the Union of Jewish Women it undertook the tea 

. 6 
section of The Merchant Navy Falr. It manned the cafe 

stall at the V for Victory National Council of Women's 

Victory Fete7 and under the direction of Mrs A. Goldberg, 

the vice-chairlady of the Union of Jewish Women, the 

Guild ran a grocery stall at the Mission to Seamen's 

Fair, which was held in the City Hall in November 1941.
8 

A major feature of the Guild's war work was the 

Knitting Circle that was formed in the early part of the 

war by Mrs L. Hart, with the assistance of Mrs A. Brooks. 

This Knitting Circle was later augmented, with the help 

of Mrs B. Bloom and Mrs H. Lipinski, and two sections 

were formed, Berea and Beach. The Beach section was 

convened by Mesdames L. Hart and A. Brook whose workers 

met at the Jewish Club each Tuesday morning. Mrs Bloom 

convened the Berea section and her workers met each 

Tuesday morning at the home of Mrs H. Lipinski. The 

two sections worked as one body and through the Victoria 

League several hundred garment s presented by the Knitting 

Circle were distributed. At the same time the Guild 

distributed many of the garment s made by the Knitting 

Circle to the Jewish members of the fighting forces. 9 

6 Ha s holom , XVIII No (May, 1941) , 20. 

7The Natal Mercury , August 15, 1941, p. 6 . 
8 Hasholom , XIX No.2 (Oct ober, 1941), 20. 

9Ibid ., XVIII No.2 (Oc t ober, 1940), 20. 
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By mid-1941, many of the completed articles made by the 

Knitting Circle were also being distributed through the 

South African Gifts and Comforts Fund, to which it was 

affiliated, and through the Seamen's Institute, whilst 

through the Victoria League, in London, baby clothes 

d ' 'd ' t' 10 were distribute to alr ral V1C lms. Even after the 

two branches of the Knitting Circle had combined, and 

11 
were holding their weekly meetings at the Club, the 

task of providing suitable woollen items for the Forces 

continued, lasting until the conclusion of the war.12 

The Knitting Circle also made a financial contribution 

to the South African Gifts and Comforts Fund, in honour 

of Mrs Smuts's 71st birthday. On the occasion of Ouma 

Smuts's visit to the Club, in September 1942, Mrs L. Hart, 

on behalf of the Knitting Circle, presented her with a 

parcel of goods for distribution. 13 

The Guild was represented on the Comfort's Section 

of the Durban Jewish Club
14 

and its members worked in the 

Canteen maintained by the Club,15 which it also supported 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

The Nat a l Mercury, June 27, 1941, p.19. 

Hasholom, XIX No.7 (March, 1942), 15. 

Ha s holom Ros h Hashonah Annual , XXIV No.1 
(September, 1945), 53. 

Ha s ho lo m, XXII No.4 (December, 1942), 25-26. 

Has holom Ros h Ha s honah 
(September, 1940), 47. 
see below pp.472-485. 

Annual, XVIII No.1 
On the Comfort's Section 

15I bid . 
On the Canteen see below pp.471-482. 
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, 16 
with monetary asslstance. The Guild's members were 

also active in the Women's Auxilliary Services a.nd the 

17 
V.A.D. In addition to their many other duties the 

Women's Guild undertook the weekly duty of visiting 

indisposed men and women of the forces in the local 

hospitals in Durban and at the Springfield Military 

Hospital. 18 Mrs C. Adley was, in fact, the first to 

undertake this work on behalf of the Guild.
19 

-
The members of the Durban branch of the Union of 

Jewish Women worked in close co-operation with the 

Jewish Women's Guild in the field of war work. They 

assisted the Guild's Knitting Circle,20 combined with the 

Guild in running the tea section of the Merchant Navy 

Fair
21 

and helped to organise the Gu i 'ld' s grocery stall 

at the Mission to Seamen's Fair. 22 The Union, in 

addition, however, pursued other avenues of work, which 

complimented that undertaken by the Guild. 

In July 1940, the Union made application to the 

16 The Natal Mer cury, August 15, 1947, p.6. 

17 
Hasho l om Ros h Ha s honah Annua l, XVIII No.1 
(September, 1940), 47. 

18 b'd I ~ ., XXII No.1 (Septeffiber, 1943), 63., Ibi d ., 
XXIV No.1 (September, 1945), 53. 

19 Durban Jewi s h Women ' s Guild Souveni r Golden J ubilee 
Br ochur e 1 953 (Durban, 1953), p.18. 

20 
Ha s holom Rosh Ha s honah Annual , XVIII No.1 
(September, 1940), 48 . 

21 
. Has holom, XVIII No.9 (May , 1941), 20. 

22 Ibid ., XIX No.2 (October, 1941), 20. 
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Jewish Club for permission to establish a canteen in 

the Club. As the Club authorities felt that it would 

be more practicable for a canteen to be placed under the 

direct control of its Executive, it was decided, in 

collaboration with the Union of Jewish Women, to form a 

Gifts and Comforts Section of the Club. A representative 

committee was duly appointed consisting of members of 

the Union and the Club's Governing Bodies, with 

Mrs V. Robinson and Mrs H. Lipinski, of the Union, as 

h ' d' h' 23 c alrman an Vlce-c alrman. The Union remained closely 

associated with the canteen, assisting in its running24 

d f ' , 25 an lnanclng. 

Notwithstanding its commitment to the Jewish Club 

canteen, the Durban branch of the Union assisted at the 

Caledonian Market, held in aid of the South African 

Mayor's National Fund
26 

and distributed War Fund badges 

amongst the motor car owners of Durban, on behalf of the 

Governor General's National War Fund. 27 
It contributed 

23 b ' d I 'Z- ., XVI I I No.3 (November,' 1940) , . 16., Ib id . , 
XVIII No.2 (October, 1940), 19. 

24 b ' d I 'Z- ., XVIII No.9 (May, 1941), 20., Ibi d ., XVIII 
No.ll (July, 1941), 20., Ib i d., XXI No.4 
(December, 1942), 25., I bid ., XXI No.8 
(April, 1943), 23., Ibid ., XXII No.2 
(October, 1943), 23. 

25 b 'd I 'Z- ., XXI No.8 (April, 1943), 23., Ibid ., XXII 

26 

27 

No.2 (October, 1943), 23. 

The Nat a l Mercu r y , April 30, 1940, p.7., and 
Hasholo m Ro s h Ha s honah Annual , XVIII No.1 
(September, 1940), 48. 

Ha s hol om, XVIII No.4 (December, 1940), 24. 
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generously towards the Seamen's Institute
28 

and aided 

the local branch of the Red Cross Society with monetary 

assistance,29 and by running a grocery stall at the Red 

30 
Cross Fete. It also collected funds towards meeting 

the cost of the two ambulances which the Union of Jewish 

Women of South Africa presented to the South African 

Red Cross society.31 The Durban branch of the Union 

contributed £130 to the Victoria League Gift and 

Comforts Fund 32 and ran ~ stall at the Grand Victory 

Fete, convened by the National Council of women.
33 

It 

also raised money for the special fitted stretcher 

ambulance that was presented to the Red Cross by the 

National Council of Women, to which it was affiliated l

34 

and participated in the United Nations Fair for the 

Prisoner of War Food Fund. 35 On behalf of the Jewish 

community of the City the Union ran the highly successful 

Palestine Section of the Durban and Coast Thanksgiving 

Cavalcade in July and August 1944. Fully 230 persons, ' 

mostly women, assisted the Union in making the Palestine 

28 Ib id ., XVII No.12 (August, 1940), 18. 

29 
Hasholom Ros h Hashonah Annual , XVIII No.1 
(September, 1940), 48. 

30 
The Natal Mercury, April 10, 1941, p.7. 

31 
Hasholom, XVII No.8 (August, 1940), 18. 

32Ibid ., XXI No.4 (December, 1942), 25. 

33Th e Natal Mercury, April 8, 1943, p.6. 
34 

Hasholom , XXI No.8 (April, 1943), 23. 
35 The Natal Mercury , December 18, 1943, p.8. 
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36 
Section of the Cavalcade a f inancial and social success. 

The Durban branch of t h e Union was also responsible for 

raising £50 towards the cost of furnishing the Synagogue, 

that was established for Jewish servicemen, at the 

Military Base at Voortrekkerhoogte near pretoria.
37 

The war placed enormous difficulties on the Jewish 

Club whose strength was considerably depleted with the 

departure of many of its members on active service. It 

nevertheless made a contributi on to the general war 

effort that was of singular i mportance. Through its 

various sections, many of which were unable to continue 

functioning for the duration of the war, the Club 

contributed significant sums t o the various war charities. 

The Dramatic Section's produc t ion of Judge men t Day, in 

November 1939,38 benefitted the South African Mayor's 

National Fund by the amount o f £122 ISs 2d. 39 
In all r 

the Club contributed more t h an £1,000 to this Fund. 40 

Acting as the vehicle for Jewi sh contributions, the Club 

36 
Has holom, XXIII No . 2 (October, 1944), 29 and 31. 

37 bO d I ~ ., XXI No.4 (December, 1942), 25. 
38 

The Natal Mercury , November 24, 1939, p.19. 

39 I bid ., D mb 7 ece er , 1939, p.19. 
40 

Arnold Miller, Durban Jewish Club . 
Is s ued on The Occasion Of Its Silver 
(Durban, May, 1956), p .45 . 

A Histo r y 
Jubilee , 



donated £17,000 to the Governor General's War 

and much smaller a~ounts to the St. Dunstan's 

41 
Fund, 

42 
Fund 

and the Women's Civil Air Guard Six Stretcher A.R.P. 

Casualty Trailer Fund.
43 The Club's production of 

Sp Linsters an all female revue, produced by 
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Mr Sydney Smo, was presented on one night in aid of the 

Y.M.C.A. Canteen Fund, on the following night for the 

benefit of the Women's Auxilliary Services (Comforts 

Section) and on two occasions for the members of H.M. 

forces stationed in D~rban.44 The revue also toured 

the military camps and hospitals. 45 In addition to a 

monetary donation,46 the Club presented the South 

African Gifts and Comforts Fund with half of the proceeds 

of the play The Women , which was staged in 

47 
December 1941, under the direction of Mr Harold Freed. 

An All Star Variety Show held at the Club48 raised £49 

41 I bid ., and Has hoLom , XVII No.ll (July, 1940), 9., 
Ib id ., XVIII No.3 (November, 1940), 17., The NataL 
Mercury, July 2S, 1940, p . lS., July 27, 1940, p.13., 
August 20, 1940, p.lS., October 25, 1941, p.20., 
October 29, 1941, p. 7 . , November 21, 1941, p.17., 
December 1, 1941, p. r -a., December 2, 1942, p.l0., 

42 I bid ., J 25 940 anuary ,1 ,p.7. 

43 I bid ., February 8, 1940 , p.7. 

44 
Has hoLom, XVIII No.2 (October, 1940), 18. 

45Arnold Miller, p. 45. 

46 
The NataL Mercury , November 14, 1940, p.19. 

47 Ibid ., December 6 , 19 41 , p.7. 

48 
HashoLo m, XVIII No.8 (April, 1941), 3. 



for the Red Cross society49 and the proceeds of other 

Dramatic Section's productions benefitted the R.A.F. 

Benevolent Fund,50 the Durban and Coast Thanksgiving 

51 h II 1 . . II Fund. 52 Cavalcade and t e Sa ute to Brltaln 

Competitions held by the Bowling Section raised funds 

53 
for the South African Mayor's National Fund, the 
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54 55 
Governor General's War Fund and Our Own Sailor's Fund, 

whilst the proceeds from a tennis tournament, held by the 

ladies of the Tennis Section, were presented to the Red 

C S · t 56 ross oCle y. 

The Club's major achievement during the war, 

however, lay in the establishment of its canteen, which 

brought great honour to the Institution and the Jewish 

community of the City. In July 1940 a deputation from 

the Durban branch of the Union of Jewish Women, led by 

Mrs V. Robinson, approached the Jewish Club for 

permission to establish an undenominational canteen for 

the Forces. The Club authorities agreed to allow the 

49 
The Natal Mercury, May 8, 1941, p.19. 

50 
Hasholom, XXI No.4 (December, 1942), 11. 

51 The Natal Mercury, July 19, 1944, p.6. 

52 Ibid ., b Septemer 17, 1945, p.7., October 12, 1945, 
p. 5 . 

53 
Hasholom, XVII No.4 (December, 1939), 19. 

54 Ibid ., XVIII No.2 (October, 1940), 18. 

55 Ib "·d. , 
v XX No.8 (April, 1942), 15. 

56 Ibid ., XVIII No.9 (May, 1941), 18. 
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Union to use the Club tea room and kitchens, on condition 

that the laws of kashrut were observed and only a side 

entrance was used. On these terms the canteen opened 

its doors on August 20, 1940, operating from 9 am to 

57 
11 pm. 

Members of the Club generally were, however, 

desirous of extending the use of all the Club's 

facilities to the men and women in uniform. The Club 

authorities, therefore, believing that it would be more 

practicable for the canteen to be placed under the direct 

control of the Executive, held a further meeting with 

representatives of the Union of Jewish Women, at which 

it was decided, to form a Gift and Comforts Section of 

the Club in collaboration with the union. 58 
A committee 

was appointed under the chairmanship of Mrs V. Robinson, 

with Mrs H. Lipinski and Mr J. Goldman as Vice-Chairman, 

Mrs M. Cohen as Secretary, Mrs A. Lissack as Treasurer 

and Mr S. Moshal as Publicity Officer. 59 

Initially, the Club's canteen was poorly patronised 

as the existing canteens in the City were able to meet 

the needs of the servicemen in Durban~ and the idea of 

discontinuing it was seriously considered. With the 

arrival in Durban, in December 1940, of the first convoy 

carrying troops to Egypt the picture,. however, changed 

57Arnold Miller, p.41. 

58 
Ha s hoZom, XVIII No.3 (November, 1940), 16. 

59Arnold Miller, p.41. 



entirely, as large numbers of servicemen visited the 

60 
canteen, which served some 800 meals a day. The 
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sudden rush on the canteen highlighted many organisational 

weaknesses 61 which resulted in considerable reorganisation 

and the institution of regular daily work shifts.
62 

At 

the same time it prepared the canteen workers for the 

increasingly large number of seamen and women who visited 

the Club during 1941, in consequence of the reshuffling 

of the military sea routes. 

The additional demands on the canteen's facilities 

necessitated the expansion of the Club's catering plant 

and the recruitment of extra workers, many of whom were 

not members of the Club, and some of whom were not even 

Jewish. Expansion also meant increased expenditure and 

in March 1940, to offset increased costs and the monthly 

deficit which resulted from serving meals at a fraction 

of the cost, a drive for funds was launched by the Club. 63 

The financial needs of the canteen were further met by 

private subscriptions, generous donations and the 

organisation of various fund raising functions by members 

of the Jewish community.64 

The growing use of the canteen made necessary its 

60 
Has h o lom, XVIII No . 5 (January, 1941), 18. 

61 Ibid ., 8. 

62 Ib i d ., 18. 

63Arnold Miller, p.42. 

64 
Ha s holo m, XIX No.3 (November, 1941), 10. 
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complete reorganisation, which took place at a general 

meeting in July 1941, at which Mrs V. Robinson was 

elected Hon. President of the canteen for the duration 

of the war. The work of the canteen was divided into 

sections, each with its own convener and supervisers. 

The Finance Control Committee was appointed to raise and 

control the funds of the canteen; the Transport Section 

took women home after the canteen had closed at night; 

the Outside Organisation Section took charge of the 

washing of dishes and the stock of the kitchen plant; 

and the Information Bureau initially not only provided 

information, but also served as a postal depot and sold 

stamps, toilet requisites, sweets, cigarettes, etc. 

It was responsible for the handing out. of towels and 

soap for showers and the loan of sport equipment and 

also helped find aGcommodation for those who needed it. 65 

The Executive Committee elected at the general meeting 

consisted of Mrs V. Robinson, Hon. President; 

Mr S. Moshal, Chairman; Mrs H. Lipinski and Mr M. Wolpert, 

Vice-Chairmen; Mrs I. Smith, Convener of Women's 

Workers; Mrs C. Davidson, Convener of Stores and Buying; 

Mesdames A. Lindsay, B. Levy and M. Freed, Co-Conveners 

of the Kitchen; Mrs J. Goldman, Convener of the Pantry; 

Messrs J. Goldman and H. Brown, Chairman and 

Vice-Chairman respectively of the Finance Control 

Committee; Mr L. Levy, Chairman of Propaganda; 

65 bO d 
I ~ ., XIX No.6 (February, 1942), 15. 



Mr B. Hyams, Chairman of Outside Organisation; 

Mr J . Elias, Convener of the Information Bureau; 

Mrs A. Stiller, Hon. Secretary, and the Executive 

Officers of the Club.
66 

Succeeding months saw ever-increasing use being 
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made of the canteen, which, by the year ending 

67 
September 1941, had served 60,000 men, the number of 

meals being served per month increasing from 5,000 in 

68 
July 1941 to 10,000 in September . of the same year. 

In the face of such large numbers the canteen observance 

of ka shrut was found by the canteen to be impractical 

69 
and was abandoned. 

In addition to providing foed and services, concerts 

were held whenever troops were in town and a Concert 

Party, under the direction of Mrs C. Fine, made regular 

visits to sick and wounded servicemen in the local and 

military hospitals.
70 A Sunshine Club organised by the 

Club and canteen, arranged motor trips round Durban for 

visiting soldiers
71 

and the Club's recreational facilities 

72 
were placed at the disposal of the Forces. 

66 Ib .. O d • , 
v XIX No.3 (November, 1941), 9. 

67 Ib i d. 

68 
Arnold Miller, p.42. 

69 Ib id . 
1950. 

Ka s hr ut was reintroduced in the Club in 
See below p. 1094. 

70 H . 1 
as ho ~om, XIX No.3 (November, 1941), 9. 

71 Ib id ., XIX No.2 (October, 1941), 19. 

72 bO d I 1.- ., XIX No.3 (November, 1941), 9. 
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To herald the New Year of 1942, the canteen gave a 

luncheon to all members of H.M. Forces on New Year's 

Day,73 an event which was repeated annually thereafter 

, 74 
with recurrlng success. 

1942, In fact proved to be the canteen's most busy 

year, although the relative inactivity with which the 

year began seemed to indicate that the contrary would be 

75 76 
true. After serving 9,000 men in February the 

canteen staff had to cope with twice that number in the 

following month, 16,000 of whom were handled in a period 

77 of ten days. With each successive month the number of 

people served rose steadily;8 till in June this number 

reached 47,000;9 and in the following month exceeded 

73 

74 

The Natal Merc ury, December 30, 1941, p.8. 400 
Servicemen and women attended (Hasholom, XIX No.6 
(February, 1942), 15.). 

1,400 Members of the Forces attended the luncheon 
in 1943 (Ib i d., XXI No.5 (January, 1943), 22.) 936 
were present at the luncheon in 1944 (Ib i d., XXII 
No.5 (January, 1944), 23.) and 308 members of the 
service attended the luncheon on New Years Day in 
1945 (Ibid., XXIII No.6 (February, 1945), 31.). 

75 Ib id ., XIX No.7 (March, 1942), 15. 

76 Ibi d . 

77 Ib ,,' d . , " XIX No.8 (April, 1942), 14. · 

78 In April 1942 the number of men served was in 
excess of 17,000 ( Ibid ., XX No.9 (May, 1942), 
in May 27,000 men were served, of whom 20 000 
dealt with in 12 days. (Ibi d ., XX NO.I0' 
(June, 1942), 21.). 

79 I b i d ., XX No. 11 (Ju 1 y, 1 942), 23. 

11.) 
were 
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53,000.
80 For the year ending October 31, the number of 

men served at the Jewish Cl ub cant een was 307,480 as 

compared with 60,000 during the previous year.
81 

As 

the figures quoted were only for meals and did not 

include those provided with light refreshments, it can 

be clearly understood that the number of men who were 

actually attended to by the canteen workers far exceeded 

the figures indicated. 

Apart from the servicemen to whom it attended during 

April 1942, the canteen was also called upon to cater 

especially for 80 Jewish Czech volunteers, who arrived 

from Mauritius where they had been detained in an 

internment camp following their apprehension whilst 

seeking to enter Palestine illegally. After repeated 

appeals to be allowed to join the British Army, they had 

finally been given permission to join the Czech Forces 

in the Middle East. Whilst en route to their posts they 

spent two days in Durban where they were fed by the 

canteen and presented with gift parcels. 82 

In order to meet the add i tional calls that were being 

made on the facilities of t he canteen, an appeal was 

issued for extra workers t o augment the canteen's 

80 
Hashol om Rosh Hashonah Annual , XXI No.1 
(September, 1942), 49. 

81 
Ha s ho l om, XXI No.3 (Nov ember, 1942), 8-9. 

82 Ibid ., XX No.9 (May , 194 2), 11. See also The 
Zioni s t Record , May 15 , 1942, p.ll. 
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83 workforce, which by August, numbered 350 women and 100 

84 men. The increasing numbers of men served also meant 

increased expenses for the Jewish Club, which were 

partly offset by donations in cash and kind from members 

of the local Jewish community, Gentile sympathisers and 

up-country friends. 85 By June 1942, the losses 

incurred by the Club were so great that they were almost 

beyond the capacity of the swall Jewish community of 

Durban, and the Finance Control Committee made 

preparations for a further fundraising drive within the 

community. 86 At the same time, the price of meals in 

the canteen was increased from 9d to ls to help offset 

monthly losses, which in June totalled £900 and in July 

were in excess of £1,000.
87 

Notwithstanding the tariff 

increase, a meal at the canteen, which consisted of 

strong soup, braised steak and vegetables, or sausages, 

or a plate of cold meat and salads, fruit salad and 

ice-cream, a cup of tea or coffee and as much bread and 

83 

84 

85 

The Natal Me r cury , J une 18, 1942, p.6. 

Ha s hol om Ros h Hashonah Annual , XXI No.1 
(September, 1942), 49. 

Hash olom, XIX No.8 (April, 1942), 14., Ib id ., XX 
No.9 (May, 1942), 11., Ibid ., XX No.10 (June 1942) 
21., I bi d ., XX No.ll (July , 1942), 23., I bid :, XXI' 
No.2 (October, 1942), 17 and 19., Ibid ., XXI 
No.3 (November, 1942), 26., Ibid ., XXI No.4 
(December, 1942), 25., Ibid ., XXI No.5 
(January, 1943), 22-23. 

86 Ibid ., XX ( No.ll July , 1942), 25. 

87 I bid ., XXI No.2 (October, 1942), 17. 
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butter as a person chose to eat,88 was still sold at 

very much below cost. 

From July 1942, an extra amenity offered by the 

canteen, which enjoyed enormous popularity, was the 

regular Sunday night concert, arranged by Mr and Mrs 

Dave Kentridge,89 Mr Kentridge subsequently being 

appointed the Entertainment Officer of the canteen.
90 

For the canteen, one of the highlights of the year 

was the brief visit which Mrs Smuts made to the Club to 

see for herself the work being done there on behalf of 

all servicemen. At the same time advantage was taken 

of Mrs Smuts's visit to present her with a large pile of 

91 
comforts for the Troops. 

During 1943, there was a gradual reduction in the 

number of men served at the canteen,92 which, after the 

93 
cessation of convoys through Durban in September, 

88 Hasholom Rosh Hashonah Annual, XXII No.1 
(September, 1943), 31. 

89Arnold Miller, p.43. 

90 

91 

92 

Hasholom Rosh Hashonah Annua l , XXI No.1 
(September, 1942), 49. 

The Natal Mercury, September 3, 1942, p.8. 

In January 30,000 men were served (Ha s ho lom, XXI 
No.6 (February, 1943), 19), in February, 24,000 
Ib id ., XXI No.7 (March, 1943), 17.), in March, 
24,227 (Ibid., XXI No.8 April, 1943), 15.) in April, 
over 30,000 (Ibid., XXI No.9 (May, 1943), 1~), in 
May, 26,000 (Ibid., XXI No.l0 (June, 1943), 19J in 
~une, 22,000 (Ib id ., XXI No.12 (August, 1943), 21.) 
ln July, nearly 19,000 (Ib id .) in August 16 189 
(Ibid., XXI No.2 (October, 1943), 21.) i~ , 
September, 18,080 (Ibid .). 

93 . 
Arnold Mlller, p.43. 
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94 
became dramatically pronounced. Work at the canteen 

continued nevertheless, albeit at a somewhat slower pace, 

sustained by the continued generosity of the canteen's 

f · d 95 many r~en s. 

In the course of the year a revue Tonic for the 

Blues, produced by Avril Kentridge, was staged for the 

members of the Club on May 29, in aid of canteen funds,. 

to mark the 52nd consecutive performance of the Canteen 

Entertainment Section.
96 At the annual general meeting 

of the canteen in August 1943, Mr Max Wolpert was elected 

chairman of the Section, in succession to Mr Sol Moshal, 

who, in recognition of his excellent services, was made 

an honorary president of the canteen.
97 

With the change in the war situation in 1944, 

98 
traffic through the canteen diminished further, and 

94 In October the number of men served dropped to 
8,225 {Hasholom, XXII No.3 (November, 1943), 27.), 
in November 8,126 men were served {Ibid., XXII No.5 
(January, 1944), 23.) and in December 6,421 men 
were served {Ibid., XXII No.6 (February, 1944),29.). 

95 Ibid ., XXI No.7 (March, 1943), 17., Ibid., XXI 
No.8 (April, 1943), 15., Ibid., XXI No.9 

96 

(May, 1943), 17., Ibid., XXI No.10 (June, 1943), 
19., Ibid., XXII No.2 (October, 1943), 21-22., 
Ibid., XXII No.5 (January, 1944), 23., Ibid., 
XXII No.6 (February, 1944), 29. 

The Natal Mercury, May 20, 1943, p.4., and 
Hasholom, XXI No.10 (June, 1943), 19. 

97 Ib "'d. , v XXII No.2 (October, 1943), 21. 

98 
Arnold Miller, p.43., in February 8,808 men were 
~erved (Hasho lo m, XXII No.8 (April, 1944), 27.), 
~n March, 5,245 men were served. (Ibid., XXII 
No.10 (June, 1944), 37.), in April, 4,657 men were 
served (Ibid.). 
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there was talk of closing it down. In May, however, it 

was resolved to continue r unn ing the canteen until the 

cessation of hostilities , 99 and this decision was 

reaffirmed in December 1944. 100 

The Entertainment Section of the canteen continued 

to draw large crowds to its regular Sunday night concerts r 

which featured amongst its guests, Noel Coward and the 

celebrated pianiste Pnina Szaltzman. lOl As the Section 

had come to be recognised as a Military Entertainment 

Unit, the canteen was included on the circuit of all 

Union Defence Force Entertainment units. l02 

By February 1945, the average number of men being 

103 served monthly had dropped to 3,SOO, and at a special 

committee meeting it was resolved that as from March, 

the serving of hot meals would be discontinued and only 

light refreshments would be served. l04 
Sunday night 

concerts continued to be held until July 1, when the 

fina l and 200th concert was staged, in the presence of an 

audience exceeding 1,200 people . lOS 

99 Ib id . 

1 OOIb"'d. , 
v XXIII No.6 (February , 1945), 31. 

1 01 Ib "' d . , 
v XXII No.8 (April, 1944), 27. 

102 

103 

104 

Hash olom Rosh Ha s honah Annua l , XXIII No.1 
(September, 1944), S. 

Hasholom , XXIII No.6 (February, 1945), 31. 

Hasholom Ro s h Hashonah Annual , XXIV No.1 
(September, 1945) , 39 . 

10S Ibid . 
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The Club canteen finally closed its doors, after 

nearly six years of service, at 6 pm on Sunday afternoon, 

September 2, 1945.
106 On the following day, a farewell 

party for the committee, workers, donors and official 

guests was held at the Jewish Club to mark the canteen1s 

1 
° 107 c OSlng. Final accounts showed that the canteen had 

cost the Durban Jewish community £ 21 f. ,738. 

108 
served 743,000 full meals. 

It had 

Sometime later, a plaque, beautifully hand carved 

by Mrs Billie Blumenfeld,109 was affixed to a wall in 

the foyer of the Durban Jewish Club. It bore the 

following inscription: 

This Club and all its facilities were placed 
at the disposal of His Majesty1s and Allied 
Forces as a Canteen during the years 1940-45 
in which period over 2,000,000 members of 
the services made use of these premises. 

The activities undertaken by the Section responsible 

for the canteen included the maintenance and distribution 

of gifts and comforts. This was carried out under the 

direction of Mesdames L. Hart, B.H. Bloom and L. Levey,110 

who directed many of the completed articles to the South 

106 The Nat al Me rcur y , August 31, 1945, p.6. 

107 bO d I ~ ., September 4, 1945, p.5., Ha s ho l om, XXIV 
No.3 (November, 1945), 19. 

108Arnold Miller, p.43. 

109 
Ha s holom , XXXIV No.8 (May, 1956), 24. 

110 b °d I ~ ., XIX No.3 (November, 1941), 9. 
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h f ' I II African troops in Nort A r l ca . In February 1942, 

the Executive of the Jewish Club decided to send small 

parcels of comforts to the Jewish men and women of Natal 

who were serving up North.
11 2 The Gifts and Comforts 

Section was approached to undertake this work and 

immediately organised a special department, under the 

h ' f L 11 3 conveners lp 0 Mrs B. evy. Lists of all eligible 

servicemen and women were drawn up, and members of the 

community were urged to assist in making the lists 

114 
complete. The first batch of parcels, consisting 

of I lb prunes, I lb sweets, I handkerchief, I tin 

Nescafe, I toothbrush, I sti ck shaving soap, I tube 

toothpaste, notepaper, chewing gum and throat pastilles, 

were posted in March 1942. To offset the costs involved 

in packing and posting the parcels the sympathetic 

friends of the Gifts and Comforts Section were solicited 

·f 'b' 115 or contrl utlons. 

In preparation for the Passover holidays, in 1942, 

the Gifts and Comforts Section provided a parcel, 

consisting of 40 Ibs matzah , 1 case wine, sweets, 

cigarettes and haggadot , to a number of troop ships passing 

through Durban. The cost of these parcels was borne by the 

Council of Natal Jewry. At i ts own expense the Canteen 

III I b id ., XIX No.2 (October, 1 941) , 19. 

112Ibi d ., XIX No.7 (Mar c h , 19 4 2) , 5. 

113 I bid ., 15. 

114 I bid ., 5 . 

115Ib i d . , XX No.8 (April, 1 94 2) , 14. 
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Committee sent parcels of matz ah , sweets and wine to the 

hospitals in Durban which had Jewish convalescents. 

Matzah was also supplied to any servicemen who requested 

h d 'p 116 the same when visiting t e canteen urlng assover. 

Further parcels were distributed through the Gifts and 

Comforts Section in the course of the year, the third 

set of parcels being dispatched in October. 117 

During 1943, no further parcels were sent to Natal 

Jewish troops up North as many of them were on the move, 

or had returned to the Union. However, in response to 

an appeal made by General Montgomery, a parcel of socks, 

provided by the Jewish Women's Guild Knitting Circle for 

distribution amongst the Jewish soldiers of Natal, and 

a parcel of cigarettes were sent to the Eighth Army, on 

whose behalf Montgomery sent a personal letter of 

thanks. 118 

For its part,. the Zionist organisation in Durban, 

on the recommendation of Major Sam Ernst,. entered into 

correspondence with a number of Jewish soldiers, to whom 

it forwarded Zionist literature for distribution amongst 

Jewish servicemen. 119 
On Rosh Hasho n ah 1943 parcels 

116 Ibid . 

117Ib ~ d ., 
v XXI No.3 (November, 1942), 26. 

118 
Ha s hoZom Ros h Ha s honah AnnuaZ , XXII No.1 
(September, 1943), 35. 

119
M

, 
lnutes of Meeting of Zionist Council for Natal 

Held on Tuesday, 19th October, 1943, at the ' 
Zionist Youth Maon ., pp.1-2. 



485 

were also sent to the soldiers mentioned in Major Ernst's 

120 
letter. A request for Yiddish literature from a 

Polish soldier in the Oribi Hospital in Pietermaritzburg 

was also answered by local Zionists, from amongst whom 

offers were made to accommodate the Polish soldier, and 

three of his Polish co-religionists who were in the same 

h ' t 1 121 OSpl a . 

The Zionist Youth Society, its own ranks depleted 

b h b f b t ' , 122 d 't Y tea sence 0 mem ers on ac lve servlce, rna e 1 s 

own contribution to the war effort. It arranged a L a g 

B'Omer dance at the Jewish Club, on May 25, 1940, which 

was attended by members of the South African Air Force 

and Royal Durban Light Infantry, who were undergoing 

t " 'P ' t 't b 123 ralnlng In. le ermarl z urge A further 40 soldiers 

were entertained at a dance given by the Society some 

two months later. 124 

Like the individuals who constituted its membership, 

the Durban United Hebrew Congregation, whose spiritual 

leaders Rabbi Freedman and the Rev. Menachemson were both 

120 b 'd 2 I " ., p .. 

121M, t f lnu es 0 Meeting of Zionist Council for Natal, 

122 

123 

Held on Wednesday, 5th January, 1944, at the 
Ma on, p.3. 

Has ho lom Ro s h Ha sh onah Annual , XIX No.1 
(September, 1941), 51. 

Has ho lom, XVII NO.I0 (June, 1940), 20. 

124 b ' d 
I " ., XVII No.12 (August, 1940), 11. 
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appointed Chaplains, 125 sought to play its part in the 

war. This it did principally by arranging, or being 

associated with, special services which punctuated the 

five years of hostility. 

The first of many intercessory services at the 

St. Andrew's Street Synagogue was held on Friday evening, 

May 17, 1940,126 to coincide with the United War Service 

of Intercession which was held that same weekend, under 

the auspices of the Student's Christian Association.
127 

A further Intercessory Service was held at the St. Andrew's 

Street Synagogue on Sunday March 23, 1941, conducted by 

Rabbi Freedman,128 who two months later, participated in 

a Civic Intercession Service that was held in the City 

Hall . 129 
Following a Civic Intercession Service, held 

on June 15, 1941, the 726th anniversary of Magna Carta, 

wreaths, including some from members of the Jewish 

community, were laid at the statue of Queen Victoria in 

the City Gardens. 130 

In accordance with the wish expressed by the King, 

that the Sunday following the first anniversary of the 

outbreak of war be observed as a National Day of Prayer, 

125Th . . 1 e Z~on~st Record, Ju y 5~ 1940, p.20., 
September 20, 1940, p.6. 

126 
The Natal Mercury, May 17, 1940, p.9. 

127 Ibid ., May 18, 1940, p.11. 

128 Ibid ., March 22, 1941, p.l0. 

129Ibid ., May 17, 1941, p.13. 

130Ib~d., J 6 94 (; une 1 ,1 1, p. 4 . 
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a special service was held in the St. Andrew's Street 

Synagogue on Sunday, September 8, 1940.
131 Thereafter 

it became customary to annually observe this anniversary 

. . 132 
with an approprlate Synagogue servlce. At the same 

time Rabbi Freedman was invited on at least two occasions 

to participate in the Civic Services held to mark the 

. 133 
occaSlon. 

Whilst commemorating the commencement of the war, 

the fallen of the Great War were not forgotten, and at 

the annual Civic Remembrance Sunday Service held on 

November 12, 1939,134 and on November 141. 1943,135 

Rabbi Freedman participated on behalf of the Jewish 

community. In November 1944, a service in commemoration 

of Armistice Day was held at the St. Andrew's Street 

Synagogue, at which an address was given by Captain 

L.R. Dison C.T.
136 

Visiting soldiers frequently attended services with 

131 I bid ., September 94 1940,. p.I0. 

132 
In 1941 a service was held at the St. Andrew's 
Street Synagogue on September 7, (Ib id ., 
September 6, 1941, p.9.). To mark the 4th 
anniversary in 1943 a similar service was held 
in the same synagogue. (Ibi d ., 
September 2, 1943, p.4 .. ). The service on 
September 3 1944, was held at the Park Street 
Synagogue (I bid ., September 1, 1944, p.4.). 

133 b ' d I ~ ., September 9, 1940, p.l0., September 6, 1941, 
pp.9 and 15. 

134 Ibi d ., November 13, 1939, p.l0. 

135 Ib id ., November 15, 1943, p.6. 

136 I bid ., November 10, 1944, p.4. 
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the Congregation, which made every effort to ensure that 

these soldiers were shown hospitality by the Jewish 

community, particularly over Sabbaths and Festivals.
137 

At the same time services were infrequently held to 

which servicemen in particular were invited. At one 

such service held in June 1941 , the sermon was preached 

by the Rev. E. Levinson, Senior Chaplain to the South 

138 
African Jewish Forces. A month later a service was 

held at the St. Andrew's Street Synagogue for Jews on 

military service, which was also attended by women on 

active service and in the various Auxiliary and Nursing 

139 
Divisions in Durban. All men and women of the 

Services, as well as those on part-time duty" were also 

invited to attend a special Chanukah Service, which was 

held in the Park Street Synagogue in December 1942. 140 

In March 1944, a service of interest to servicemen was 

that held at the Park Street Synagogue, at which Captain 

C.L. Matz, the newly appointed Resident Chaplain for 

141 Durban, delivered the sermon. 

In the midst of the war the Goodwill Council called 

on all religious bodies to set aside February 15, 1942,. 

as a day devoted to fostering goodwill among all sections 

137 
Hasholom Rosh Hashonah AnnuaZ , XIX No.1 
(September, 1941), 49 . 

138 The I 
Nata Me r cury, June 13, 1941, pp.8 and 10. 

139 The Zioni s t Record , August 8, 1941, p.18. 

140 The Natal Mercury , December 

141 b °a I ~ ., March 10, 1944, p.4. 

5, 1942, p.6. 
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h 't 142 of t e cornmunl y. Accordingly, the Durban United 

Hebrew Congregation held a special Goodwill Service at 

the St. Andrew's Street Synagogue, at which a message 

from the Anglican Bishop of Natal, in which he sent his 

warm greetings to the Jewish community I. was read by 

Rabbi Freedman. 143 At a similar service held in 1945 

the address was delivered by Captain the Rev. I. Hickman 

144 
C.F., Jewish Chaplain to Durban Fortress. 

As the people of Durban rejoiced at the signing of 

the Armistice which brought the war in Europe to an 

end,145 services of thanksgiving were arranged at all 

146 places of worship, including the Park Street Synagogue. 

On May 9, 1945, the City celebrated V.E. Day with troop 

parades, public demonstrations and a ceremony of 

147 remembrance at the Cenotaph in which Mr J. Goldberg~ 

the Chairman of the Natal branch of the South African 

Jewish Ex-Service League, laid a wreath. 148 In deference 

to the wish of the King, Sunday, May 13, was marked 

142 b 'd b I ~ ., Fe ruary 14, 1942, p.12. 

143Th Z· . e ~on~st Record, February 27, 1942, p.22., 
Hasholom, XIX No.6 (February, 1942), 5. 

144Th l' e Nata Mercury , February 9, 1945, p.4. 

145D 'd h aVl Tomson, Europe Since Napoleon 

146 

(London, 1972), p.787. 

The Natal Mercury , May 8, 1945, p.l0., May 9, 194 
May 9, 1945, p.9. 

147 Ib id ., M 9 945 ay , 1 ,p.9. 

148 
Hasholom, XXIV No.2 (October, 1945), 33. 



throughout the Empire by services of thanksgiving, a 

service also being held at the St. Andrew's Street 

149 
Synagogue. 
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Japan's acceptance of the Allied terms of surrender 

on August 14, 1945,150 resulted in an even greater 

outburst of excitement, marking, as it did, the end of 

the Second World War. Once again public demonstrations, 

troop parades and a remembrance ceremony at the Cenotaph 

characterised the celebrations in Durban. 151 Once more 

a wreath was placed on the Cenotaph on behalf of the 

South African Jewish Ex-Service League. 152 A grateful 

Jewish community filled the St. Andrew's Street Synagogue 

and gave its thanks at a Victory and Thanksgiving Service, 

which was held on Sunday, August 19. 153 

149 
Th e Nata l Me rc ury, May 12, 1945, p.6. 

150D 'd h aVl Tomson, p.804. 

151 
The Nat a l Mercury , August 15, 1945, p.8. 

152 
Has holom, XXIV No.2 (October, 1945), 33. 

153 
The Nata l Me r cur y , August 17, 1945, p.6. 



CHAPTER XXIV 

THE IMPACT OF THE 

HOLOCAUST ON DURBAN JEWRY 

Although deeply caught up in all aspects of the 

general war effort, the Jews of Durban did not forget 

those of their co-religionists who, in consequence of 

491 

the war, suffered displacement, poverty and annihilation. 

In the weeks preceding the outbreak of hostilities, 

the Youth Aliyah authorities, charged with the task of 

evacuating as many children as possible from Nazi Germany, 

accelerated the tempo of their work in order to ship as 

many children as possible to Palestine. Circumstances 

were such that the necessary work was carried out without 

the organisation waiting until it actually had in hand 

the monies necessary to meet all its budgetary 

requirements, or to meet its guarantees to the Palestine 

Government to maintain and train the children under its 

auspices. 
1 

,Consequently, the Youth Ali yah organisation 

turned to world Jewry for assistance to enable it to 

fulfill its crucial function. A Youth Aliyah campaign 

was successfully launched in Durban by the organisaticn's 

1 
Has holom, XVII No.2 (October, 1939), 4. 
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emissary Mrs lIse Warburg, at a reception held at the 

Jewish Club on October 26, 1939.
2 The community's 

enthusiastic response to the campaign satisfied both 

Mrs Warburg and the local Youth Aliyah Committee, formed 

under the auspices of the Union of Jewish Women, and led 

3 
by Mrs S.J. Kaplan. 

To clothe the children of Y.outh A li y ah , and more 

particularly the destitute refugees who, notwithstanding 

the White Paper, had found sanctuary in Palestine, an 

appeal for clothing was made by the Durban Women's 

Zionist League, which resulted in three huge parcels of 

garments being dispatched from Durban, during 

December 1939.
4 

The Jewish women of the City also 

arranged amongst themselves to make suitable garments for 

shipment to Palestine. The task of purchasing and 

distributing materials for t his project was undertaken 

on behalf of the League by Mrs Geshen and Mrs Israel. 5 

In March 1941 a further appeal for clothing was 

made to the Jewish community of Durban, by 

Mrs A.H. Freedman, and resulted in five bales of 

approximately 4,000 garment s , being sent to Palestine 

2Th e Zioni s t Record , (November 3, 1939), P .19. 

3Ibid ., and Hasholom , XVIII No.3 (November, 1939 , 23. 

4The Zioni s t Record, January 5, 1940, p.14. 
5 

Ha s holom Ro s h Hashonah Annual , XVIII No.1 
(September, 1940), 48. 
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, ,6 
under the League s ausplces. The expenses in connection 

with shipping the parcels were partly defrayed by the 

proceeds of a jumble sale. 7 Thereafter the clothing 

drive, under the direction of Mrs Freedman , became an 

f h 't' 't' 8 annual feature 0 te League s ac lVl les. 

In its work the League was assisted by its sister 

branches throughout the Union, who forwarded their 

clothing parcels to Durban where, under the direction of 

Mrs W. Fielding, the garments were packed and forwarded 

to palestine. 9 In 1941, the South African Women's 

Zionist Council paid tribute to the work done by 

Mrs Fielding and her husband by inscribing their names 

in the Golden Book of the Jewish National Fund. 10 In 

the following year Sewing Circles around the country paid 

their own tribute to Mr and Mrs Fielding for their services 

in connection with the packing and distributing of 

parcels to Palestine, by similarly inscribing them in 

the Golden Book.
11 

Apart from assisting needy refugees, South African 

6The Zionist Record , March 28, 1941, p.21. 

7 
Hasholom , XVIII No.9 (May, 1941), 20. 

8The Zionis t Reco r d , February 6, 1942, p.21., 
February 26, 1942, p.21., Ha sh olom, XXI No.6 
(February, 1943), 7., Th e Zi on is t Re cord , 
May 12, 1944, p.20. 

9 
Hasho l om, XVIII No.6 (December, 1940), 24. 

10Ib~ d ., 
v XIX No.3 (November, 1941), 20. 

lIIb~ d ., 
v XX No.12 (August, 1942), 11. 
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women Zionists, through the Durban Women's Zionist 

League, also sent parcels of knitted socks and balaclava 

12 
caps to Jewish units in Egypt. At a function, held 

at the horne of Mrs M. Freed, to raise funds with which 

13 
to supply Palestinian soldiers with comforts, £200 was 

raised 14 and a large number of parcels were subsequently 

dispatched. Comforts from the Durban Women's Zionist 

League reached Palestinian prisoners of war in North 

Africa15 and were also received by many soldiers from 

Palestine stationed on the fighting fronts.
16 

Assisted by Mrs Imber, Mrs Fielding also forwarded 

parcels of garments to the Baby's Horne in palestine;7 

and clothes from allover the Union passed through 

Mrs Fielding's packing room throughout the war, en route 

18 to the Baby Horne. 

Further assistance for the refugees in Palestine 

carne from the United South African Jewish War Appeal" 

which was launched in Johannesburg on November 26, 1940, 

by the South African Jewish Board of Deputies and the 

12Ib id ., XVIII No.9 (May, 1941), 20. 

13 The Zion i st Re cord , August 8, 1941, p.18. 

14 Ibid. 

15 

16 

17 

18 

Hasholom, XIX No.7 (March, 1942), 16. 

Hasholom Rosh Hash onah Annua l , XXII No.1 
(September, 1943), 65., The Zioni s t Record, 
May 12, 1944, p.20. 

Ha s ho l om, XIX No.7 (March, 1942), 16. 

Hasho l om Ros h Ha s honah Annual , XXII No.1 
(September, 1943),15. 
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south African Zionist Fe e r a lone The portion of 
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the proceeds from the Appeal which was allocated to the 

Board of Deputies, was earmarked to aid Jewish servicemen 

and their dependants in South Africa, in cases where no 

provision was made for them by the Governor General's 

National War Fund, and to assist Jewish refugees abroad. 

The portion which was al l ocated to the Zionist Federation 

was devoted to assisting t he war effort in Palestine, to 

offering relief, and to giv i ng aid to the dependants of 

Jewish soldiers there.
20 

A local committee of the Appeal was formed in Durban 

under the chairmanship of Mr E.S. Henochsberg K.C. with 

Mr Sasha Kahn as Hon. Treasurer and Miss R. Greene as 

21 
Secretary. The Appeal was launched in Durban by 

Mr Cecil Lyons, a member of the Executive of the South 

African Jewish Board of Depu t i es, and Dr Michael Traub, 

a noted publicist from Palest i ne, at an enthusiastic and 

well attended meeting, held at the Jewish Club on 

February 23, 1941. 22 Mr A. Goldberg M.P. of Durban, 

was in turn the guest of honour at a reception at the 

Car lton Ho t e l on March 3, 1941, at which the Johannesburg 

, 23 Women s Section of the United Appeal was opened. 

19 h Z o o T e ~on~ s t Record, November 29, 1940, p . 8. 

20 b °d I ~ ., and Ha s holom, XVIII No.5 (January, 1941), 
1-2. 

21 b Od I ~ ., XVIII No.6 (Febr uary, 1941), 14. 

22 h 0 0 T e Z~on~st Reco r d , February 28, 1941, p.7. 

23 Ibid ., March 7, 1941 , p. ll. 
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On October 18, 1942, at a meeting of the Council of 

Natal Jewry, a Natal Provincial Committee of the War 

Appeal was established as follows; Mr I. Geshen and 

Rabbi A.H. Freedman, Honorary Presidents of the Natal 

Committee; Mr M. Woolfson, Chairman; Mr B. Levy and 

Mr I. Gevisser, Vice-Chairman; Mr A.J. Cohen and 

Mr I. Philips, Hon. Treasurers; Mr J. Sklarchik, 

Hon. Secretary; Messrs A. Gevisser, A. Kaplan, H. Patz, 

N. Hertz, I. Shagam, A. Frankel, L. Tannenbaum, 

S. Hackner, H.L. Magid and Mrs H. Moss-Morris, Executive 

Committee. 

Mr I. Feinberg, Vice-Chairman for Pietermaritzburgi 

Messrs S.H. Caminsky and G. Benjamin, Pietermaritzburg 

delegatesj Mr G. Fisch, Vice-Chairman for Vryheid; 

Messrs D. Cohen and M. Jacobson, Natal Midland Delegates. 

The Provincial Committee also included Senator the 

Hon. F.C. Hollander, Messrs H. Moss-Morris, S. Moshal, 

M. Freed, H. Brown, W. Cranko, H. Zulman, I. Geshen, 

Major E.S. Henochsberg, and Mr A. Goldberg M.P., 

Executive Officers of the Council of Natal Jewry, who were 

all ex-officio members of the War Appeal Committee. 24 

On the National Committee of the Jewish War Appeal, 

the Natal representatives were Messrs I. Geshen, 

M. Woolfson, I. Philips, I. Gevisser, H.L. Magid and 

Mr I. Feinberg of Pietermaritzburg. An alternative to 

24 I bid ., October 23, 1942, p.19. Hollander's 
elevation to the Senate is recorded below p.512. 



Mr Feinberg, if he was unable to be present was 

h 'd 25 Mr G. Fisch of Vry el . 
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The National Committee, whose specific purpose was 

to decide on allocations from the Appeal, and also to 

conduct inquiries into matters related to the Appeal, 

met for the first time in Johannesburg on November 18, 1942, 

at which meeting Mr I. Geshen was elected a Vice-President 

26 
of the Appeal. 

A collection on behalf of the Appeal was launched 

in Durban in November 1942,27 and met with a response 

which exceeded all previous records, a feat attributed 

to the wonderful organisat i o n of the Executive and 

members of the Committee, and the generosity of local 

' b t 28 contrl u ors. 

A further campaign on behalf of the Appeal was 

launched at the Jewish Club on March 22,_ 1945" by 

Mr and Mrs L. Vromen, a Dutch Jewish couple who had 

survived the war, and Mr Har ry Landau, the Chairman of 

29 the National Committee of the Jewish War Appeal. 

On June 3, 1945, in common with branches throughout 

the Union, the Natal Committee celebrated Jewish War 

Appeal "Rescue Day," by visiting Jewish householders to 

25 h 0 0 a T e Z~ o n~ s t Recor , October 23, 1942, p.19. 

26 bo a I ~ ., November 27, 1942, p.15. 
27 

Has hoLom, XXI No.3 (Nov ember, 1942), 2. 

28 I bia ., XXI No.5 (February , 1943), 5 and 17. 

29
Th 

0 0 

e Z~on~ s t Re cord , Apri l 3, 1945, p. 18. 
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30 
sell them War Appeal "licences," at 2/6 each. The 

campaign in Durban met with enormous sympathy , no doubt, 

partly attributable to the overwhelming desire on the 

part of the community to extend its fullest support to 

the relief work being undertaken amongst the stricken 

Jewish communities of war-torn Europe. All branches of 

the local community excelled themselves in their fund 

raising efforts, the Durban branch of the Union of Jewish 

Women alone being responsible for raising the sum of 

£19,500.
31 

Alongside the work of the South African Jewish War 

Appeal on behalf of Europe's Jewish refugees, which 

included dispatching hundreds of parcels and bulk goods 

t S 't R ,32 , 1 l ' b h lf o OVle llSSla, a specla appea commlttee on e a 

of Soviet Jewry was set up in the Union in 1943. A 

campaign on behalf of Soviet Jewry's Appeal was 

inaugurated by Advocate E.M. Pincus, its Organising 

SecretarYr at the Jewish Club on May 3.33 A Durban 

Committee was set up, under the chairmanship of 

Dr N. Smith and the secretaryship of Mr M. Jacobson, 

which recorded good progress in its efforts. 34 Further 

contributions to the Fund were solicited in 1944 through 

30 Ibid ., April 13, 1945, p.7. 

31 
HashoZom, XXIV No.4 (December, · 1945), l. 

32 b ' d I t. ., XXIII No.7 (March, 1945)r 1-2. 

33 Th Z ' , e t.ont. s t Record , May 21, 1943, p.25. 

34 Ib 'l' d . , v May 28, 1943, p.21. 
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35 b HashoZom, members of the Jewish community in Dur an 

being asked to forward their donations direct to the 

Appeal1s Johannesburg headquarters, the Durban committee 

apparently having been disbanded. 

To further aid in the relief of refugees a Youth 

AZiyah campaign was held in the Union in 1944. In 

preparation for the campaign, Miss Marcia Gitlin visited 

Durban in February 1944, where she had a number of 

preparatory house meetings and addressed a meeting held 

under the auspices of the Women1s Zionist League, the 

Union of Jewish Women, the Jewish Women1s Guild and the 

Canteen Worker1s Committee. She also attended a meeting 

at which the Durban Campaign Executive Committee 

cons i sting of Rabbi A.H. Freedman and Mr M. Morrison, 

Hon. President; Mr I. Geshen, Hon. Vice-President; 

Mr C . Sternberg, Chairman; Mrs A.H. Freedman and 

Mr B. Kirson, Vice-Chairmen; Mr H. Hart, Hon. Treasurer; 

Mr S . M. Berman, Hon. Secretary; Mr C.R. Fridjohn, 

Assistant Secretary and Mr L. Feitelberg, Publicity 

Officer, were elected.
36 

A Women1s Committee was formed with Mrs A.H. Freedman 

as Chairlady.37 At a mass meeting held at the Jewish 

Club on March 6, 1944 the Youth AZiyah campaign was 

launched in Durban by Dr Deborah Katzen of Johannesburg, 

35 Ha shoZom , XXII No.6 (February, 1944), 5. 

36 Ib id ., XXII No.7 (March, 1944), 5. 

37 Th Z ' . e ~on~ s t Record , February 25, 1944, p.17. 
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who shared the platform wit h Rabbi A.H. Freedman and 

Mr Aaron Abrahamson, the Act i ng Secretary of the South 

f . . . t F d t ' 38 A rlcan Zlonls e era lon. The community responded 

generously to the appeal by Dr Katzen, who, before she 

returned to Johannesburg, addressed a women's meeting 

39 and a Rotary luncheon. 

For world Jewry, one of t he most pain ful aspects 

of the World War was the wan ton destruction of much of 

European Jewry,40 whose annihi lation by the Nazis, and 

their sympathisers, it was ne i ther able to frustrate nor 

prevent. 

The brutality with which the Nazi regime had 

persecuted Protestants, Cathol ics and Jews had been 

described in a White Paper published in London in 

41 
October 1939. It was only in 1941, however, that the 

plight of Jewry in Germany and Nazi Occupied countries 

came to receive wider attent i on in South Africa, as 

reports from Germany, Bulgaria, Hungary, Czecheslovakia, 

Roumania, Poland, Vichy France , Belgium and the 

Netherlands, describing the c ond i t i ons of Jewry under 

38 Ib id ., March 17, 194 4 , p.1S. 

39Ibid . 

40 

41 

On the Holocaust see Leon Poliakov, Harve s t of 
Hate , (C~nnecticut, 1971 ), Raul Hilberg, The 
De s t r uct7.-on of the European Jew s, (New York 1973), 
Lucy S. Dawidowicz, The War Against the Je w~ 
1 9;3 9 - 1 945 , (New York, 1 975 ) . 

The Natal Mercury , October 31, 1939, p.ll. 
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42 
Nazism, filtered through to the World Press. Further 

reports published in 1942, described the murder and 

harassment of Jews in France,43 the slaughter of countless 

thousands of Jews in Poland, Lithuania and occupied 

Russia,44 the persecution of Jews in Hungary and 

Roumania,45 the massacre of 7,200 Jews at Minsk
46 

and 

the transportation of German Jews eastwards to their 

deaths. 47 By December 19421. the U.S. State Department 

was able to furnish a list of Jewish victims deported 

or "perished" since 1939 in Axis controlled Europe. It 

included Germany, 160,000j Austria, 60,000; Bohemia 

and Moravia, 65,000j Poland, 600,000; Netherlands, 

120,000; Yu.goslvaia, 96,000j France 35,000j Rumania, 

63,000 Bulgaria, 8,500j Slovakia, 70,000j and 

Latvia, 25,000 massacred and others enslaved or starving. 

In Greece it was reported that all Jews between the ages 

42 . Hasholom, XVIII No.8 (Aprll, 1941), 14., See also 
The Natal MercurYl January 31, 1941, p.ll., 
October 30, 1941, p.12.~ November 24, 1941 r p.l0., 
November 18, 1941, p.14. 

4 3 I bid ., Ma y 2 0 , 1 9 4 2, P . 4 ., Au gu s t 5 l 1 94 2, p. 7 . I. 

44 

45 

46 

47 

August 311, 1942, p.8., September 2, 1942, p.9. 
See also Raul Hilberg, pp.389-421. 

The Natal Mercury, June 30, 1942, p.7.f. 
July 28, 1942, p.7., November 25, 1942, p.7. 
See also Raul Hilberg, pp.177-256. 

The Natal Mercury, July 28, 1942, p.7., See also 
Raul Hilberg, pp.289-290. 

The Natal Mercury, August 17, 1942, p.7., See also 
Raul Hilberg, pp.232-233. 

The Natal Mercury, October 12, 1942, p.9., See 
also Raul Hilberg pp.257-312. 
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of 18 and 48 years were ens laved and an unknown number 

were dead. The report est imated that roughly 2,000,000 

Jews had perished and that 5 ,000,000 Jews were in danger 

of extermination at the hands of the Nazis and their 

II ' 48 ales. 

South African Jewry, overwhelmed by the magnitude 

of the persecutions, on the recommendation of the Jewish 

Board of Deputies, observed December 29, 1942, as a 

national day of mourning for the victims of Nazism. 

All Jewish business houses and offices closed at 3 pm 

and at 4.30 pm a service of i ntercession was held at the 

49 St. Andrew's Street Synagogue. The impressive 

service, conducted by Rabbi A.H. Freedman, included the 

reading of part of the Book of Lamentations and the 

recitation in unison of the Kaddi s h . 50 
At 8.15 pm on 

the same night a public prote st meeting was held at the 

Durban Jewish Club. Nearly 1 ,000 men and women attended 

the meeting, convened by the Council of Natal Jewry, at 

which messages were read from General smuts,51 his Cabinet 

colleagues, Col. C.F. Stal l ard and Dr Col i n Steyn, and 

Senator F.C. Hollander.
52 

Th ose who addressed the meeting 

included the Mayor of Durban Mr Rupert Ellis Brownj 

48 The Natal Mercury, December 13, 1942 6 , p. . 

49 b ' d I ~ ., December 29 , 1 94 2, p.7. 
50 

Ha 3holom, XXI No.5 (February, 1943), 4-5. 

51 For his full message see The Na t al Mercur y, 
December 29, 1942, p. 7 . 

52 
Ha s holom , XXI No.5 (February , 1943), 4-5. 
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Rabbi A.H. Freedman, the Right Rev. L.N. Fisher, Anglican 

Bishop of Natal; Father Sheldon Kelly, who deputised 

for Bishop H. Delaille O.M.I." the Roman Catholic Vicar 

Apostolic of Natali Senator Edgar Brookes and 

53 
Mr A. Goldberg M.P. 

Reports of further atrocities continued to be 

54 
received during 1943 together with accounts of medical 

. ft' 55 and other experiments on lnmates 0 con centra lon camps. 

In December 1943, the South African Jewish Board of 

Deputies once again declared a national day of mourning, 

on which Jewish business houses and offices closed in 

the afternoon and a special service, conducted by 

Rabbi A.H. Freedman and the distinguished 

Rabbi I. Kossowsky of Johannesburg, who was on a visit 

56 
to Durban, was held at the St. Andrew's Street Synagogue. 

With the advances made by the Allied forces during 

1944 and 1945, the full extent of the Nazi persecutions 

of Jews carne to be revealed through the local press. 

The Red Army on capturing Vilna found only three Jewish 

. 57 d' k surVlvors an In Pins they found no Jews at all, the 

53 
The Natal Me rcury, December 30, 1942, p.8. 

54 Ibid ., February IS, 1943, p.6., April 10, 1943, 
p.6., May 31, 1943, p.5., August 6, 1943, p.5., 
October 5, 1943, p.6. 

55 b 'd I & ., June 16, 1943, p.6. See also 
Raul Hilberg, pp.600-609. 

56 b' d I ~ ., December 8, 1943, p.7., 
December 17, 1943, p.6. 

57 Ib id ., July 7, 1944, p.5. 
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Nazis having murdered them all before the city fell.
58 

When Lublin was liberated, only two Jews were found in 

the city, several thousand however having managed to hide 

59 
in the nearby woods. The liberation of the Latvian 

f k 1 d th . . 60. L d . town 0 Reze ne revea e ree surVlvors, ln 0 z, ln 

Polan~ the Russians found 5,000 survivors and in Warsaw 

300 children were found to still be alive. 61 45,000 

Jews were found at the concentration camp at 

62 Bergen-Belsen and 6,000 more were fortunate to have 

survived till the liberation of Dachau. 63 For millions 

more, however, the liberation had come too late. In 

tribute to their memory the Jewish Board of Deputies 

declared March 14, 1945, a Day of Mourning,64 the 

community's religious leaders proclaiming it a daylight 

65 fast. A special memorial service was held in the 

afternoon at the Park Street Synagogue by the Durban 

United Hebrew Congregation, at which special prayers 

for Europe's martyred Jewry were offered. 66 

To help the members of the Jewish community to 

58 Ib ,,' d. , 1 2 8 v Ju Y , 1944, p.3. 

59Ib~d., A 8 944 v ugust 1 ,1 , p. 5 . 

60 Ibid ., November 10, 1944, p.6. 

61 Ibi d ., F b 2 e ruary ,1945, p.3. 

62 Ib "'d. , v April 27, 1945, p.3. 

6 3Ib "'d., M v ay 11, 1945, p.3. 

64 Ibid ., March 2, 1945, p.19. 

65 
Th e NataZ Me rcury, March 13, 1945, p.4. 

66 b' d I 1, ., March 15, 1945, p. 6 . 
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trace their relatives in Europe, the Board of Deputies 

set up the Jewish Relatives Information Service, with 

branches in all four Provinces, the Durban committee 

working under the chairmanship of Mr M. Ehrlich.
67 

Through the South African Red Cross Society lists of 

survivors were made available for the community's 

inspection at the offices of the Council of Natal Jewry, 

where individuals, seeking information about their 

relatives, were able to fill in the necessary enquiry 

68 forms. Through the facilities provided by the United 

South African Jewish War Appeal, it was also made 

possible for the Jewish residents of Durban and the 

Union, to send parcels to their relatives in Russia, who 

had survived not only a terrible war, but also one of the 

most tragic periods in Jewish history.69 

67 
HashoZom, XXII No.11 (July, 1944), 19. 

68 Ibid ., XXIII No.7 (March, 1945), 11., 
No.11 (July, 1945), 17., Ibid., XXIII 
(August, 1945), 15 and 21. 

Ibid., XXIII 
No.12 

69 Ibi d ., XXIII No.7 (March, 1945), 
Rosh Hashonah AnnuaZ, XXIV No.1 
(September, 1945), 45. 

1-2., HashoZom 
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CHAPTER XXV 

ON THE HOME FRONT 1939 - 1945 

South Africa's entry into the warl led, not only to 

the involvement of the country in the international 

struggle against the Axis Powers, but also resulted in 

an intense political struqgle within the Union. 

Forced by his opposition to South Africa's 

participation in the war to resign as Prime Minister, 

Hertzog and his followers moved closer to Dr Malan, who 

had been equally in favour of keeping the country neutral. 

Negotiations between the two leaders and representatives 

of their two groups, held in Pretoria in November 1939, 

aimed at bringing about a union of the two parties, 

failed to achieve its desired object. Only after 

further negotiations in January 1940 was agreement 

finally reached. The new party which emerged was named 

the Heren ig de National e Party of Volksparty, and in 

deference to Hertzog, "who opposed support for a republic 

as a precondition for party membership, the new party's 

constitution guaranteed that party membership would not 

be refused to persons who were not convinced of the 

1 
Th e Na ta l Merc ur y , September 6, 1939, p.ll. 
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desirability of a republic."2 Although the supporters 

of Hertzog and Malan now sat together in Parliament and 

had a common caucus, there were serious differences 

which still divided them . Dissatisfaction from within 

the ranks of Malan's followers over Hertzog, reached a 

climax at the inaugural Free State Congress of the 

He renigde Nationale Party o f Vol k sparty, at which 

Hertzog announced his resignation as leader of the Party 

3 and as a member. 

The Herenigde Party was no longer unified, some of 

Hertzog's followers remaining within the Party and 

others leaving to join the Afrikaner Party, led by 

N.C. Havenga. Oswald Pirow, Hertzog's former Minister 

of Defence, broke away to form the Nuwe Grde, which was 

sympathetic to Germany and its policy of National 

Socialism. Another group of considerable importance was 

the Gssewa Brandwag, which began as a cultural movement 

but gradually took on a more political tone, although 

from 1941, when it broke with Malan, its influence 

declined considerably. Its more extreme elements, the 

Sto r mjaers, were responsible for a number of acts of 

sabotaqe and treason, for which they were interned or 

2 

3 

B.J. Liebengerg, "From the Statute of Westminster 
to the Republic of South Africa, 1931-1961," in 
50 0 Ye ars A Hi s t ory of South Afri ca , ed. 
C.F.J. Muller (Pretoria, n.d.), pp.376-377. 

Th e Na ta l Me rcury, November 7, 1940, p.ll. 
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. . d 4 lmprl sone . 

The opposition parties were thus bitterly divided 

at the time of the 1943 General Election, whilst Smuts 

wentto the voters with considerable . certainty of 

victory, particularly as the tide of the war had turned 

in favour of the Allies. General Smuts entered into an 

election agreement with the Dominion and Labour Parties, 

thereby ensuring that the parties within the coalition 

Government would not have to put up rival candidates in 

5 
the same seats. A similar election agreement was also 

arrived at by the Dominion and Labour parties. 6 

Mr Abe Goldberg, the Dominion Party candidate in the Umlazi 

constituency was consequently only opposed by an 

Independent and a candidate from the He re ni gde Party. 

He nevertheless conducted a vigorous campaiqn, in which 

he addressed a number of public meetinsrs,7 and warned 

against the threat of republicanism. 8 
The voters of 

Umlazi returned Mr Goldberg to Parliament with a 

4B . J . Liebenberq, p.378. See also Gideon Shimoni, 
J ews and Zion i sm Th e South Afr ican Expe rience 
1910-196 7 , (Cape Town, 1980), pp.126-136. 

5 
The Natal Merc ury, May 6, 1943, p.5. 

6Ibid ., June 11, 1943, p.4. 

7Ibid ., May 21, 1943, p.6., May 29, 1943, 
June 3, 1943, p.4., June 7, 1943, p.4., 
June 9, 1943, p.4., June 23, 1943, p.4., 
June 30, 1943, p.4., July 2, 1943, p.4., 
July 3, 1943, p.6. 

8Ib id ., May 24, 1943, p.6. 

p. 6 • , 



majority of 3,190, and t h e e l ection results generally 

9 
reflected overwhelming support for Smuts. ~he 
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opposition was reduced from 63 to 43 members, all of whom 

came from the ranks of the Herenigde Party , the other 

opposition parties, the Afrikaner Party and the Nuwe Or de, 

10 
having been rejected by the voters. 

During the debate in Parliament on the Diptomatic 

I mmunit ies and As iatic Land Tenure Ame ndment Bi t t on 

April 10, 1944, members of t he Opposition raised the 

question of immigration and used the opportunity to call 

11 
for an end to all Jewish immi gration into the country. 

Mr E . Louw, the member for Beaufort West, sought to 

convince the House of the existence of a Jewish problem. 

Quoting from documents that were allegedly stolen from 

the South African Jewish Board of Deput i es, he tried to 

attribute the problem to the country 's Jewish population, 

whom he accused of encouraging and fostering immigration 

into the Union. 12 In the course of his speech he also 

called for a quota system fo r Jews in the country who 

wished to trade, or enter i n d ustries and professions. 13 

9Ib id ., July 29, 1943, p.S. 

lOB . b .J. Lle enberg, p.3 79. 

11 U . . 
n ~ on o f South Afr~ca . Debates of the Hou s e of 

A ss e mb ty ~ First Session ~ Ninth Partiament ~ 
6th Ma r ch to 14th Aprit ~ 1944 , XLVIII (Cape Town), 
10th April, 1944, cl 4 734 . 

12 Ibid ., cls 4737-4738. 

13Ibid ., cl 4739. 
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Mr LOuw's arguments were countered by Mr M. Alexander 

(Cape Town Castle) ,14 Mr B . Friedman (Hillbrow)15 and 

Mr Barlow (Hospital) .16 On the following day the 

campaign by members of the Herenigde Pa r t y against the 

17 
Jews was continued by Col. Dohne (Frankfurt), 

Mr Luttig (Calvinia)18 Mr S.E. Warren (Swellendam)19 and 

20 
Lt. Col. Booysen (Namaqualand) and spilled over to 

21 
Apri l 12, when it was again taken up by Mr. Louw. 

At the same time, the debate in regard to the Bill 

on the agenda revealed that within the Coalition 

Government there were widely differing attitudes over the 

suggestion of the Minister of the Interior, Senator the 

Hon. C.F. Clarkson, that Indians be given a communal 

franchise in Durban, and over the question of the 

country's Indian . population generally. In contrast to 

his colleagues in the Dominion Party, Mr Goldberg came 

out in support of the Minister of the Interior and called 

for the recognition of the Asiatic community as part of 

the permanent structure of South African society, whose 

14 Ib id ., cIs 4742-4745, 4758-4763, 4769-4773, 
4779-4782. 

15 Ib id ., cIs 4765-4769. 

16 I bid ., cIs 4738, 4776-4779, 4790-4791. 

17Ibi d ., 11th April, 1944, cIs 4860-4862. 

18I bi d ., cIs 4866-4868. 

19 Ibi d ., cIs 4869-4871. 

20 Ib id ., cIs 4888-4890, 4893-4895. 

21 I bid ., 12th April, 1944, cIs 4905-4907. 
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welfare was indivisible from that of other sections of 

I 
. 22 

the popu atlon. 

The support that General smuts had in Parliament 

was equalled by that which he enjoyed in the Natal 

Provi ncial Council. This was evident at the Council's 

first war-time session, on November 13, 1939, at which 

the members pledged their support for the Prime Minister. 

Part i cular tribute was paid to smuts by 

23 
Mr F . C. Hollander M.E.C. in what was to be one of the 

last occasions on which Mr Hollander was to sit in the 

Council. On November 14 Hollander resigned from the 

Provi ncial Council in order to regularise his 

candi dature for the forthcoming Senate elections, for 

which he had agreed to accept nomination. Mr Hollander's 

resignation came at the end of 23 years service as a 

member of the Executive Committee, upon which he had 

served with only one break, the longest service then on 

24 
record. On the following day the Council unanimously 

adopted a resolution, moved by the Administrator 

Mr H. Gordon Watson, which recorded its appreciation of 

the outstanding services rendered to the Province by 

Mr Hollander whilst member for Essenwood, the first time 

that a member of the Council was so honoured by having a 

22 U . 
n~on of South Africa. Debates of the House of 

Assembly , First Session , Ninth Parliament 
22nd January to 6th June , 1944. 10th Ap~il, 1944, 
cIs 4782-4784. 

23 
The Natal Mercury , November 14, 1939, p.ll. 

24 bOd I ~ ., November 15, 1939, p.lS. 



resolution of this nature placed on the Council's 

25 
records. 
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No ballot was necessary for Mr Hollander's election 

to the senate,26 and in commenting on Natal's new 

Senator. The Natal Mer c ury noted that, "few men have 

done more for Natal than Mr Hollander, and no living 

person more richly deserved the honour that has now 

come his way. 
,,27 Upon his election to Parliament's 

Upper House, Senator Hollander resigned the chairmanship 

of the Hospital Board of the King Edward VIII Hospital, 

which passed a resolution of appreciation to him for his 

, t th ' t't t' 28 U b' d serVlces 0 e lns l u lone pon elng rna e a 

Senator he also resigned as chairman of the Board of 

Addington Hospital, which he had occupied for eleven 

years, but the Provincial Executive Committee, upon 

receiving his letter of resignation, instead appointed 

him a life member of the Board. 29 

In his maiden speech to the Senate, delivered on 

January 25, 1940, Mr Hollander suggested to the Union 

Government that it take steps to introduce a system of 

30 hall-marking gold in this country. As a former 

25 Ibid. , November 16, 1939, p.20. 

26 Ib i d. , November 18, 1939, p. 18. 

27 Ib id . , p.12. 

28 Ibid . , December 8, 1939, p. 16. 

29 Ibi d . , December 16, 1939, p.ll. 

30 Ib id . , January 26, 1940, p.21. 
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Provincial Councillor he later came out in the Senate in 

31 
strong defence of the Provincial system. Following 

the i nstruction of the As iatic Land Tenure Amendment 

Bil l in Parliament, a draft Occupation Control Ordinance 

was tabled in the Natal Provincial Council, to control 

Indian occupation of property acquired from Europeans. 

To bridge the differences between the two sections of 

the community affected by the whole question, Hollander 

suggested that all property transactions between 

Europeans and Asiatics be reported to the proposed 

Occupation Control Board at the time of the transaction, 

and not the transfer, and that this information appear 

in the monthly Provincial Gazette. In this way the 

publ i c would know of all movements of property and any 

abuse of the system by either party would become manifest 

in a brief time and the abusers would reap their own 

t . b t' 32 re r~ u ~on. 

Outside of the two Houses of Parliament 

Mr Rowley Arenstein, the secretary of the Durban branch 

of the Communist Party, and his wife, Jaqueline, together 

with other members of the Party, joined thousands of 

Durban's Indians in an illegal procession from Nicol 

Square to the Market Square, to express their opposition 

to the Government's policy on the question of the Indian 

31 Ib id ., March 24, 1944, pp.5-6. 

32 Ibid ., August 7, 1944, p.6. 
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The Council of Natal Jewry, the umbrella body of 
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the Jewish community of the Province, carefully studied 

the question of the Pegging Act and its implication, and 

the agitation in Durban and Natal against the Lan d Tenure 

Bi ZZ. It ultimately decided that there was no need for 

the Jewish co~munity, as a community, to make its opinions 

known or to take a stand, but it was felt desirable for 

individual Jews to have a fairly clear idea of what their 

attitude should be and the implications thereof. In 

this regard the Committee felt that it was incumbent 

upon all Jews to take a liberal view and act accordingly. 

If declared that all Jews should associate themselves 

with any movement calculated to assist in uplifting the 

Indians. It recommended further that Jews should assist 

towards enabling the Indian to receive the communal 

franchise and that Jews should be against compulsory 

zoning on principle. It was hoped that the Indians 

would voluntarily agree to live in certain areas, which 

should be provided for them. Jewish citizens, however, 

were entitled according to the Committee, to review the 

position if considerable advantage was taken by lndians 

of a more liberal attitude towards them. 34 

Along with the other processes of Government which 

33 b ' d I ~ ., May 15, 1944, p.6., June 28, 1944, p.7. 

34~inutes of Public Relations Committee Meeting No.14 
_Held at the residence of Mr and Mrs S. Moshal, 
60 Sir Arthur Road, Durban, on Sunday, 
18th June, 1944, at 8 pm., p.l. 
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continued unaffected by the war, was the Municipal 

Government of the City, in whi ch the Jewish commnnity 

continued to show a keen interest. In the municipal 

elections of October 1939, Councillor Harry Saunders was 

re-elected on a Labour Party ticket, to represent the 

35 
voters of Ward VII. Within the Durban Corporation 

Mr Harry Smith, a member of the Jewish community, who 

played an important part in the construction of the 

Shongweni Dam, was appointed to the position of City 

Water Engi.neer of Durban. 
36 

had 

and 

In April 1942, in consequence of a vacancy in Ward 1, 

a by-election was called and in response to a numerously 

. d .. t . 37 1 . Idrn . slgne requlsl lon, Mr Ju lUS Go an, a promlnent 

local businessman and the President of the Jewish Club, 

agreed to stand for election. By a slim majority of 

9 votes Mr Goldman was elected to the City council,38 

where he was appointed to the Council's Finance and 

Native Administration committees. 39 

The municipal election of 1943, found the retiring 

councillor in 1ilard IV opposed by the Labour Party, in 

40 the person of Dr J.M. Rogaly . Dr Rogaly's election 

35 
Th e Na t a l Mercury , October 5, 1939, p.12. 

36 
Has holo m, XVII No.2 (October, 1939), 14. 

37Th e Natal Me r cu r y , April 11, 1942, p.16. 

38Ib id ., April 30, 1942, p.l0. 

39 Ibi d ., October 16, 1942, p.8. 

40 I b id ., September 21, 1943, p.6. 
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manifesto called for the establishment of free T.B., 

V.D., and ante-natal clinics and dispensaries throughout 

the City, a vigorous programme of slum clearance and 

hous i ng, and careful planning for the ward.
41 

Notw i thstanding his energetic campaign, which included 

four public meetings,42 on polling day Dr Rogaly gained 

262 votes less than his opponent, who was returned to 

th C ' 1 43 e ouncl.. On meeting after the election, the City 

Council held its elections for the Council committees 

which resulted in Councillor J. Goldman being made 

chairman of the Finance Committee and a member of the 

General Purposes and Tender Board Committees, and 

Councillor H. Saunders being elected to the Works and 

Market Abattoirs Committees and the Sub-Cow~ittee on 

Building Plans. 44 

Councillors Goldman and Saunders were amongst the 

councillors whose terms of office ended in 1944,45 and 

both offered themselves for re-election. 46 
Councillor 

Saunders was returned to the Council by a small majority 

of 23, but Councillor Goldman was defeated by his opponent 

41 Ib id . , September 22, 1943, p.6. 

42 Ib id ., September 28, 1943, p. 4 . 

43 Ib i d . , October 7 , 1943, p.5. 

44 Ib id . , October 15, 1943, p. 6 . 

45 Ibid ., September 6 , 1943, p.6. 

46 Ib id . , September 19, 1944, p.6. 
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47 
by 937 votes. Councillor Saunders was subsequently 

elected to the Council's Works and Health Committees and 

the Building Plans and Indian Joint Advisory 

. 48 
Sub-Commlttees. 

Undaunted by his earlier unsuccessful effort to gain 

election to the Council, Dr Rogaly again made himself 

available as a Labour Party candidate when a by-election 

was called in Ward IV in 1945. Dr Rogaly's opponent in 

the by-election was a fellow Jew, Mr M. Spanier Marson, 

who he defeated on election day by a majority of 491 

49 
votes. 

For all the hardships caused by the war, the social 

and cultural life of the City was not allowed to entirely 

disappear, although of necessity it was significantly 

curtailed. Invitations to those social functions that 

did take place, including the Mayoresses's At Horne in 

1939,50 a civic reception to General Smuts,51 and a 

Goodwill Tea in honour of Lady Duncan, the wife of the 

52 
Governor General, were therefore all the more eagerly 

sought after, and were all attended by members of the 

47 Ibid. , October 5 , 1944, p.5. 

48 Ibid. , October 13, 1944, p.6. 

49 Ibid., May 3, 1945, p.6. 

50 Ibi d ., October 11, 1939, p.7. 

51 Ibid. , June 6, 1940, pp. 12-13. 

52 Ibid. , July 3, 1941, p.6. 



Durban Jewish community. 

For the Jewish residents of the City the Yiddish 

musical film, Mam e Ze , 53 starring Molly Picon, and 

Hirschbein's folk classic, Gr een FieZds,54 provided 
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temporary relief from all the pressures of war. Together 

with the wider community, the Jews of Durban also 

continued to patronise the symphony concerts, which 

remained one of the high points of the City's cultural 

life. In May 1940, Miss Rose Alper sang at the opening 

of the Municipal Orchestra's winter symphonic season. 55 

Others who graced the stage of the City Hall during 

subsequent concerts included the violin virtuoso 

Bronislaw Huberman, the founder of the Palestine 

Philharmonic Orchestra,56 and Pnina Saltzman, the 20 

year old Palestinianpianiste, whose first performance in 

Durban in 1944 was described as "an artistic triumph."57 

After two further concerts at the City Hal1 58 

Miss Saltzman returned to Durban at the end of her tour 

of the Union to give a farewell concert,59 which so 

impressed her audience that one critic described her as 

53Ibid ., February 7, 1940, p.12. 

54 bOd I ~ ., July 15, 1940, p.l0. 

55 bO d I ~ ., May 17, 1940, p.13. 

56 bO d I ~ ., May 22, 1940, pp.12 and 15. 

57 bO d I ~ ., March 15, 1944, p.7. 

58 b °d 
I ~ ., March 25, 1944, p.6., March 30, 1944, p.4. 

59 I bid ., July 28, 1944, p.4. 
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"one of the greatest pianists of this generation.,,60 

In 1945, she returned to the stage of the Durban City 

Hall to give three more equally well received concerts.
61 

Another leading soloist of the Palestinian Orchestra, 

who visited Durban during the war, was the 17 year old 

celebrity pianist Ella Goldstein.
62 

For all the distractions offered by the symphony 

seasons the people of Durban generally could only fully 

indulge their taste for the arts once the war had ended, 

peace had been restored, and an atmosphere of normalcy 

had returned to life in the City. ' 

60 b'd I & ., August 8, 1944, p.6. 

61 Ib id ., February 12, 1945, p.4., February 21, , 1945, 
p.4~, March 1, 1945, p.4. 

62 Ib id . , 
September 29, 1944, p.4., September 30, 1944, p.8. 
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DEVELOPMENTS WITHIN THE DURBAN 

UNITED HEBREW CONGREGATION : 1939 - 1945 
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As a result of the war and its disruptive effect on 

Congregational life, many of the day to day problems 

which faced the Durban United Hebrew Congregation were 

shelved for the duration of the fighting. 1 Instead, 

the energies of the Congregation's Council were directed 

towards meeting the difficulties which arose in 

consequence of the war, and in seeking to maintain a 

religious life for the City's Jewish community. 

Large numbers of the Congregation's members had 

volunteered for active service, and the Council decided 

that those members would have special privileges in 

respect of seats occupied by themselves and their wives, 

and that, for the period of the war, the Congregation's 

dues would not be levied.
2 

This decision, coupled with 

the general effects of the war, left the Congregation's 

finances on an unsound footing. In the first year of 

the war the Congregations' annual revenue dropped by over 

1 
Ha sho Zom Ros h Ha s honah AnnuaZ , XVIII No.1 
(September, 1940), 45. 

2I b i d . 
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£700, one half of this amount representing subscriptions 

of members on active service. There was also a drop in 

the revenue derived from voluntary offerings, due to the 

numerous calls made on members from various sources. A 

special general meeting was consequently held in 

July 1941, at which a resolution to increase 

subscriptions by twenty five percent was tabled and was 

3 defeated by only one vote. 

In addition to fulfilling the regular duties 

associated with his office, the Congregation's spiritual 

leader, Rabbi A.H. Freedman, volunteered for active 

service and was appointed Chaplain to the Forces on the 

reserve list of officers. 4 
On numerous occasions he 

attended the various camps in Natal. 5 
In 1941, upon his 

official appointment as part t ime Chaplain for the 

Durban area, Rabbi Free<:lman was given the rank of 

Captain. 
6 

Although his official duties in this capacity 

were restricted to Durban, he, nevertheless, continued 

visiting the military camps in Ladysmith and 

Pietermaritzburg. 7 

The Congregation's chazan , the Rev. Menachemson, 

also made himself available for military service, and 

3Ib id ., XIX No.1 (September, 1941), 49. 

4The Zionist Re co r d , July 5, 1940, p.20. 
5 

Has holom Ros h Has honah Annual , XVIII No.1 
(September, 1940), 47. 

6I bid ., XIX No.1 (September, 1941), 49. 

7 I bid . 
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upon his appointment as a Jewi sh Chaplain to the Union ._ L _ 

Forces he immediately l eft Durban to join the 

f ' 8 Th Expeditionary Forces in East A rlca. e 

Rev. Menachemson's departure had a disruptive effect on 

the Congregation, which he h ad served not only as a 

cantor but also as a s hochet , mohel and teacher. Early 

in 1941 Cantor Adler, formerly of Johannesburg, took up 

office in place of the Rev. Menachemson9 who, later that 

year , tendered his resign ation to the Congregation, with 

which he had been intimately connected for twenty-one 

10 years. Cantor Adler's associat i on with the Durban 

United Hebrew Congregation , however, was of brief 

duration and had terminated before the conclusion of 

h t 'l't' 11 os l l les. 

Of far reaching consequence for the Congregation 

was the decision taken by Rabbi Freedman, in 1943, to 

resign as minister of the Congregation. His decision, 

as recorded in statements i n the Ha s holom, carne after a 

tenure of office of seven years, and was prompted by the 

belief that he had failed to arouse the Congregation 

8Th e Zion i s t Re c ord, Sept ember 20, 1940, p.6. 

9 
The Natal Me r cur y , March 7, 1941, p.l0., and 
Has ho lom Ros h Ha s honah Annual , XIX-No.1 
(September, 1941) , 49. 

10 

11 

Du rb an Hebre~ Congregation 1952 i s sued by the 
Du rb an Uni te d Heb re~ Congregation ~ (Durban, 1952), 
p.20. 

Last recorded service at which he participated was 
on the National Day of Prayer and Intercession in 
September, 1944. (The Natal Mercury , 
September 1, 1944, p .4. ) . 
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spiritually, and that his efforts on behalf of Jewish 

education and Jewish tradition had met with eaual failure. 

As evidence for his belief he cited the poor attendance 

at Synagogue services, the scant support shown for the 

Talmud Torah and the general disregard of congregants for 

matters of faith. Coupled with this was his disapproval 

of the attitude shown by his community, and by communities 

generally in South Africa, towards their Rabbis. 

Believing that a Rabbi should be a guide and mentor, he 

instead found his time and labours were taken up in the 

rendering of weddings and circumcisions, and attending 

bar mitzvah receptions and private family functions. 

He found it difficult to put up with the private demands 

and the possessiveness of individuals who believed that 

they had a personal claim on him, and differed with many 

over his opinion that the Rabbi's first duty was to serve 

the community and not the individual. The Rabbi also 

held the view that the official relationship between the 

Rabb i and the Synagogue Executive should be closer and 

more intimate. He did not believe that a Rabbi should 

be made to feel that he was an employee who was paid for 

his services. He compared the position of a Rabbi in 

South Africa to that of a civil servant who had to carry 

out the policy laid down by somebody else and who, as a 

result, had small influence and circumscribed activities. 12 

12 
Hasholom, XXII No.5 (January, 1944), 1-3., Ibid., 
XXII No.6 (February, 1944), I, 9-11. 
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Upon submitting his letter of resignation to the 

Council of the Congregation the Rabbi was approached on 

December 13, 1943, by a deputation, made up of 

representatives of the Congregation and Executive 

Officers of the Council of Natal Jewry, and was urged to 

reconsider his resignation. After having considered 

the matter carefully, the Rabbi intimated in a letter, 

which was written towards the end of December 1943, that 

it was impossible for him to reconsider his previous 

decision and that he intended to settle with his family 

in Palestine. He nevertheless offered to serve the 

Congregation in an honorary capacity in every possible 

way until such time as the Congregation could find a new 

incumbent to fill his post.
13 

The Council of the 

Congregation reluctantly agreed to accept his resignation 

from the end of April 1944, when his term of office 

expired,14 and also agreed to give him from that date 

six months leave of absence on full pay.15 

Rabbi Freedman left for Palestine in July 1944. 

Prior to his departure an informal reception was held 

under the auspices of the Council of Natal Jewry. In 

recognition of their valuable and esteemed services to 

the Jewish community Rabbi and Mrs Freedman were 

inscribed in the Golden Book of the Jewish National 

13 b'd I ~ ., XXII No.6 (February, 1944), 9 and 11. 

14 Ib id ., 5. 

15 b ' d I ~ ., 11. 
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For his congregants Rabbi Freedman's decision to 
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resign and leave Durban caused much soul searching and 

serious introspection. The editorial columns of 

HashoZom declared that "the community had reaped the 

f . . . ,,17 d t" 1 t d harvest 0 lts own sowlng an unques lonlng y accep e 

the Rabbi's assessment of the Congregation's attitude 

toward their minister and faith to be an accurate one, 

and one in need of alteration.
18 

In seeking to 

determine whether the Rabbi was justified in taking the 

extreme steps that he had, the editor of HashoZom, 

however, asked whether the Rabbi's resignation would, 

"convince the already sceptical, the indifferent and the 

wayward," or would not, "rather tend to shake even the 

faithful. ,,19 

As there was apparently little outward indication of 

a change in attitude or observance amongst the vast 

majority of the congregants, it would seem that the 

Rabbi's resignation in fact had little effect on their 

religious standards, although it probably caused them to 

re-examine their attitudes towards their spiritual 

leaders. 

Among the small band of congregants committed to 

16 Th z . 0 

e ~on ~ st Re co r d , July 23, 1944, p.23. 
17 

Hasho Zo m, XXII No.5 (January, 1944), 1. 

18 Ib i d ., 1-3. 

19 bO d I ~ ., 2. 



religious observance, the Rabbi's resignation and 

subsequent departure from Durban, coincided with the 

establishment, in 1944, of a Machzikei Hadath Society 

(A Society for the Strengthening of the Faith), the 
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creation of which may indicate a desire to help rectify 

some of the conditions that had prompted the Rabbi's 

action. The Society, which was chaired by 

Mr S . Goldberg, set out its objects in its code of rules 

and regulations: 

a) To spread and .foster a wider and more 

intimate knowledge and appreciation of 

Judaism and Judaic traditions, to 

strengthen its observance in the spirit 

of our holy Torah. 

b) The Society's functions shall be non 

political, but shall propagate by 

readings and lectures and by any other 

means the furtherance of and adherence 

to our Laws and hiqh precepts. 

c) The Society shall strive to influence the 

youth and guide them on the lines of 

traditional Judaism, by organising for 

them from time to time debates and 

lectures. 

d) It shall be the aim of Machz i kei Hadath, 

to influence the administration of the 



Congregation to be guided by and adhere 

to the principles of orthodox and 

traditional Judaism in their execution 

of the congregational affairs. 

e) One of the paramount aims of the Society 

should be to induce every Jewish woman 

in this town to apply the laws of 

Kashruth in her house to awaken the 

smmbering Jewish conscience towards the 

observance of the holiness of Shabbat 

and the Jewish festivals, which are the 

main pillars of our religion, in public 

and domestic life, thus cr.eating and 

sanctifying a Jewish atmosphere in the 

Jewish home. 

f) The Society shall exert all power "to 

impress upon the parents - especially 

upon the Jewish mother - the sacred 

duties and responsibilities towards the 

religious education of their children. 

g) The principal object of this Society 

should be to propagate ~nd strengthen 

traditional judaism, aiming at Shmirath 

Sabbat, Kashruth and Taharat 

Hamishpacha. 20 

20 bOd " 
I ~ ., XXIII No.5 (January, 1945), 17 and 21. 

527 



On February 14, 1945 the Society held a general 

meeting at which it was reported that 75 members had 

528 

been signed up without any canvassing having been 

undertaken. 21 At the meeting a programme of activities 

was arranged, including a series of lectures dealing with 

22 
traditional Judaism, as well as a monthly One g Shabbat. 

During the year the Society grew considerably, and 

. . h·· t b· t· 23 reported progress in str~v~ng to ac ~eve ~ s 0 Jec ~ves. 

It rapidly faded however from the public eye, and no more 

is heard of the Society after 1945. 

The demise of the Ma chzikei Hadat h Society may 

possibly have resulted from the failure of its members 

to carry out their proposed programme of activities. 

It would seem, however, that it in fact fell victim to 

the conditions which had prompted the Rabbi to tender 

his resignation, and that its efforts were in fact 

ineffective and possibly incompatible with the needs and 

desires of those whom it wished to influence. 

Rabbi Freedman's resignation also aroused considerable 

interest and sympathy in people in .other parts of the 

Union, for his complaints regarding the members of the 

Durban United Hebrew Congregation were not peculiar to 

Durban, but were relevant to South African Jewry 

21 Ibi d ., XXIII No.7 (March, 1945), 15. 

22Th . . e Z~on& s t Record , April 13, 1945, p.8. 
23 

Has hoZom, XXIV No.2 (October, 1945), 38. 
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generally. 
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In the absence of a Rabbi, the vacant pulpit at the 

St. Andrew's Street Synagogue was infrequently occupied 

by guest preachers, including Captain C.L. Matz, the 

25 
Resident Military Chaplain for Durban, Rabbi I. Abrahams 

. 26 
of the Gardens Synagogue in Cape Town, 

Captain L.R. Dison of the Chaplaincy Force, 
27 

the 

Konvisser of Salisbury 
28 

and Captain Rev. M. 

Hickman, the Jewish Chaplain to Durban Fortress. 
29 

Rev. 1. 

Rabbi Freedman's resignation was followed by the 

departure of the Rev. D.B. Kuperberg, in whose honour a 

farewell was given at the St. Andrew's Street Synagogue 

Chambers on March 15, 1944.
30 

To fill the void in its 

religious leadership the Congregation consequently issued 

a call to the Rev. Feivel Metzger to accept the position 

of First Cantor. Upon accepting the Congregation's call 

Cantor Metzger delivered his valedictory sermon to his 

community in Lusaka, Northern Rhodesia, on July 21, 1944,31 

24The Zionist Record, March 24, 1944, p.22., 
March 31, 1944, p.19. 

25 
The Natal Mercury, March 10, 1944, p.4 . 

. 26 Ibid ., October 27, 1944, p.4., The Zionist 
Record, November 17, 1944, p.7. 

27 
The Natal Mercury, November 10, 1944, p.4. 

2 8Ib ""d . , b v Fe ruary 2, 1945, p.4. 

29 Ib id ., February 9, 1945, p.4. 

30 Ibi d ., March 3, 1944, p.l0. 

31Th Z " " e 1.-on1.-st Record, August 11, 1944, p.lO. 
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and on August 6, 1944, he conducted his first service at 

32 
the St. Andrew's Street Synagogue. He thereby began 

what was to prove to be a long and happy association 

with the Congregation, which was to extend over many 

years. 

The question of finding a suitable encumbent to fill 

the vacant post of Rabbi was settled at the semi-annual 

general meeting of the Congregation in March 1945 when the 
-

chairman, Mr H.L. Magid, moved a resolution on behalf of 

the Council of the Congregation, authorising the Council 

to extend a call to Rabbi Freedman to fill the vacancy 

which had been caused by his resignation. The chairman, 

in moving the resolution, pointed out that a communal 

deputation of Durban Jewry had approached the Rabbi upon 

his return from Palestine with a view to his reconsidering 

his resignation, and referred to the sincerity of the 

Rabbi in his desire to return to the ministry. A letter 

was also read from Senator the Hon. F.C. Hollander which 

wholeheartedly and unreservedly supported the resolution. 

After the resolution had been seconded, the Chairman 

announced that he wished to give the Rabbi an opportunity 

of making a statement to the meeting. Upon being 

admitted to the hall of the Jewish Club where the meeting 

was being held, Rabbi Freedman delivered a short address 

in which he referred to his work within the community 

and expressed his sincere desire to continue to serve the 

Jewish community of Durban. 

32 
The Nata l Me r cur y , August 11, 1944, p.4. 
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Upon the Rabbi's departure the motion was debated 

33 at considerable length. Those who were opposed to 

the Rabbi's reappointment cited the fact that, contrary 

to his statement made at the time of his resignation, 

that his action "was not occasioned by a desire for 

financial gain,"34 or a wish to enter commerce, he had in 

fact , upon his return from Palestine, taken up a position 

in the financial world.
35 

The meeting nevertheless 
. -

decided by a substantial majority that the Council be 

authorised to extend a call to Rabbi Freedman. 36 

Although the Congregation was apparently little different 

from what it had been at the time of his resignation the 

Rabbi accepted the call and once again assumed the mantle 

of spiritual leader of Durban Jewry. 

In the midst of the disruption of Congregational 

affairs, caused by the appointment and resignation of 

officials, the Youth Services held for the children 

between the ages of five and fifteen years was one aspect 

of Congregational life that continued to flourish 

unaffected by the war, and gave cause for much 

satisfaction. These services, run in conjunction with 

the Durban United Talmud Torah , were held regularly on 

Shabb at mornings, after the morning services. 

33The Zionist Record , March 23, 1945, p.15. 

34 
Has hol om, XXII No.6 (February , 19 44), 9. 

They were 

35 
From a personal interview with Mr Leslie Brewer, 
Durban, March 1980. 

36 
Hasholom , XXIII No.8 (April, 1945 ) , 13. 
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organised by a committee elected from amongst the children 

themselves, and drew regular attendances of a hundred or 

37 
more. 

A decision of far reaching consequence was taken by 

the Congregation at its annual general meeting in 1944, 

when a majority of the members voted to discontinue the 

38 
custom of schno dering at the Synagogues and cemetery. 

This matter had been raised at the Congregation's annual 

-
general meeting in 1939, following the decision of the 

United Hebrew Congregation of Johannesburg to discontinue 

the practice of making ceremonious public offerings. 

At that time the newly elected Council of the Durban 

United Hebrew Congregation had agreed to review the 

. . 39 sltuatlon. In consequence of the Congregation's 

decision in 1944 to abolish schnodering a special general 

meeting was held on July 2, 1945, at which it was agreed 

to accept a revised scale of seat rentals, to offset the 

financial loss which was sustained following the decision 

37Th Z ' . e &on&st Record, December 1, 1939, p.12., 

38 

39 

December 22, 1939, p.14., Hasholom , XVII No.6 
(February, 1940), 3-4., The Zionist Record, 
April 19, 1940, p.18., Hasholom Rosh Hashonah 
Annual, XIX No.1 (September, 1941), 49., The 
Zi oni s t Record, February 27, 1942, p.23., Hasholom, 
XXI No.4 (December, 1942), 9 and 28., The Natal 
Me r cury, November 10, 1944, p.4., February 2, 1945, 
p.4. 

Hasholom Rosh Hashonah Annual , XXIV No.1 
(September, 1945), 9. 

Ha s holom , XVII No.2 (October, 1939), 15. 
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f ff ' 40 
to discontinue the custom 0 0 erlngs. 

Another unusual feature of the 1944 annual aeneral 

meeting was that opportunity was taken at the meeting to 

confer the hi~h and rare honour of membership of the 

Congregation on Mr Lionel Davis, in recognition of his 

servi ces to the Congregation and the Chev r a Kadisha.
41 

During the war it also became clearly apparent that 

the Congre~ation's two centrally located synagogues were 

incapable of accommodating, over the High Festival period, 

the growing Jewish community, which had corne to be more 

wide l y spread outside the City centre. In 1942 extra 

servi ces were held on Yo m Kippur on the Berea and in the 

Beach area, and the success of these services raised the 

42 auestion of relocating at least one of the synagogues. 

At the special general meeting in July 1945 the members 

were advised of the proposed purchase of a piece of land 

2~ acres in extent, bounded by Essenwood, Silverton and 

Bellevue Roads, which had been selected for its 

suitability to meet the Congregation's needs by Messrs 

N. Meyerowitz, A.J. Cohen, S. Hackner, J. Miller and 

B. F i sher. The meeting appointed a sub-committee to 

conc l ude the purchase, which was completed on 

40 
Ha s holom Rosh Hashonah Annual , XXIV No.1 
(September, 1945), 51. 

41 b ' d I 1.- ., 49. 

42 
Ha sholom, XXI No.2 (October, 1942), 1-2. 
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July 4, 1945. 43 The land cost the Congregation 

£15,300. 44 In 1945 High Festival services, under the 

auspices of the Congregation, were held in the two 

synagogues, and for the first time also at the Durban 

Jewish Club. 
45 The services at the Club were conducted 

by Mr S. Goldberg, Major S. Weinstein C.F. and 

. . C F 46 Captaln L. Olson . . 

The purchase of additional land for the Congregation, 

at a time when the war in the East had still to be 

brought to a conclusion, reflected the far sightedness 

of the Congregation and its leaders who, awaiting the 

return of peace, looked beyond the immediate post-war 

needs of the community and, in a spirit of quiet optimism, 

prepared for the Congregation's long term .future 

development. 

43 
Ha s holom Rosh Hashonah Annual , XXIV No.1 
(September, 1945), 51. 

44 
Durb an He brew Cong r egation 19 5 2 issue d by the 
Durban United Heb r ew Cong r egati on , p.23. 

45 
The Natal Mercvry , August 24, 1945, p.6. 

46 I bid ., August 30, 1945, p.6. 



CHAPTER XXVII 

THE CLUB UNDER WAR TIME PRESSURE 

Almost inevitably the Second World War had a 

disruptive effect on the affa~rs of the Jewish Club. 

This was particularly so after the creation of the 
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canteen and the resultant influx of visiting servicemen. 

Members however rallied in support of their Club, and 

thereby enabled the Club to continue functioning under 

the extreme pressures of the time. 

Upon South Africa's entry into the war the Club 

Executive immediately cancelled a dance that was 

scheduled for that week. 1 
The Executive, furthermore, 

agreed that all further functions of a jovial nature, 

including wedding receptions, should be abandoned for 

the duration of the war, except where they were provided 

for the benefit of the Forces or to assist war funds. 2 

Despite the condition of international affairs the 

different Sections initially continued to function 

lArnold Miller, Durban Jewish Club . 
issued on the occasion of its Silver 
May ~ 1956 (Durban, 1956 ) , p.40. 

2Ibid ., p.45. 

A History 
Jubilee ~ 
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3 normally, and on December 7, 1939, a banquet was even 

held at the Club to honour Mr F.C. Hollander upon his 

. 4 
election to the Un~on Senate. Prevailing world 

circumstances, however, were not long in effecting the 

activities of the Sectional Committees, and the first 

section to discontinue its activities, in consequence of 

the war, was the Dinner and Card Section, which had been 

revived early in 1939.
5 This was followed by the 

suspension of the Ladies' Section in 1940,6 and the 

7 
Luncheon Section not long thereafter. 

Within a matter of months the involvement of the 

Club members in general war effort was reflected in the 

internal affairs of the Jewish Club, with almost every 

section being seriously depleted. The absence of 

young men was keenly felt, particularly by the 

Entertainment,8 and Dramatic Sections 9 which, together 

with other sections, were handicapped still further by 

many Club members joining up with local defence units 

3 
HashoZom, XVII No.3 (November, 1939), 26-27., Ib i d., 
XVII No.4 (December, 1939), 18-19. 

4Ib i d ., XVII No.4 (December, 1939), 3. 

5Ibid ., XVII No.3 (November, 1939), 6. 

6Ib i d ., XVIII No.3 (November, 1940), 15. 

7Ibi d ., XIX No.3 (November, 1941), 11. 

8Ib id ., XVIII No.3 (November, 1940), 14. 

9Ib id ., XVII No.2 (Augus t , 1940), 19. 
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and thereby, unavoidably having little time for Club 

work. lO 

In view of the Club's decision to suspend all 

entertainment functions, the Club's Culture 'Section was 

forced to enlarge its scope and to take on an even 

bigger role than previously in Club affairs.
ll 

Although 

weakened by the absence of some of its committee members 

on active service,12 the Section held a varied programme 

of lectures during 1940,13 and also initiated a 

Parliamentary Debating Section, which first met on 

April 14.14 During its inaugural session 

Dr A. Broomberg acted as Speaker of the House and 

Mr w. Stone as Deputy Speaker, whilst the elections 

resulted in Dr T. Goldberg assuming the office of Prime 

Minister, Mr Leslie Rubin, Leader of the Opposition, 

Mr S.N. Tomkin, Clerk of the House and Mrs J. Abelson, 

Assistant Clerk of the House. 15 
Owing to the departure 

from Durban on military service of a number of interested 

members, the Parliamentary Debating Section suspended 

10 
Hasholom Rosh Hash onah Annual , XVIII No.1 
(September, 1940), 37. 

11 Ibi d . 

12 Ibid. 

13 
Has ho Zom, XVIII No.5 (January , 1940), 18., Ibi d ., 
XVII No.10 (June, 1940), 18., Ibid ., XVIII No.3 
(November, 1940), 22. 

14Ib ' d 
~ ., XVII No.8 (April, 1940), 19. 

15 
Hash o l om Ros h Hashonah Annual , XVIII No.1 
(September, 1940), 41. 
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its activities, however, after only a few months. 

Not the least of the Club's difficulties in this 
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period was financial. Revenue from membership depleted 

considerably in 1940, in consequence of the decision to 

remit the subscriptions of men on active service and 

their wives,17 and to extend honorary membership to all 

. f h" t d Durban. 18 I men and women in unl orm, w 0 V1Sl e n 

addition the turnover of the catering department dropped 

-
by £700 and that of the bar by £600, and the loss on one 

year's operation amounted to £500. 
19 

To make up the loss of revenue normally received 

from functions, subscriptions and catering, and to ensure 

the continued existence of its canteen, the Club 

embarked on a drive for funds from amongst its members 

in 1941. 20 Although restricted from the full use of 

the Club's facilities, . in consequence of the opening of 

the Club's amenities to all servicemen, members 

nevertheless rallied round in support of the Club, and 

generously contributed to the fund-raising efforts of the 

Executive. 

Notwithstanding the imposition of a black-out in 

Durban in 1941, and the Club's serious financial straits 

16 
Ha s ho l om, XVIII No.3 (November, 1940), 13. 

17 Ibid., XVII NO.10 (June, 1940), 3. 

18 
Ha s holo m Rosh Hashonah Annual , XVIII No.1 
(September, 1940), 37. 

19 . 
Ha s holo m, XVIII No.4 (December, 1940), 1. 

20 Ib id ., XVIII No.9 (Ma y , 1941), 10. 
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the different sectional committees valiantly sought to 

continue functioning as normally as possible. The 

Dramatic Section ingeniously circumvented the problem of 

the absence of male members on war duty by staging a play 

The Women, which had an all female cast. During its 

seven performances, in which time it was staged once for 

convalescent soldiers, three times for Club members and 

three times for war charities, and was seen by over 

3,000 people; it was received with much acclaim.
21 

Whilst the Culture,22 Stage,23 squash,24 Billiards,25 

B 1 26 T ,27 , 28 L'b 29 30 d ow s, ennlS, MUSLC, l rary, Bar an 

Hash o lom
31 

Sections remained active, the Entertainment 

Sect i on found itself incapable of arranging regular 

functions and discontinued its activities. 32 

21 Ibi d ., XIX No.4 (December, 1941), 19. 

22 
Hasholom Rosh Hash onah Annua l, XIX No.1 
(September, 1941), 43. 

23 Ibid ., 43 and 47. 

24 
Hasholom, XIX No.3 (November, 1941), 12. 

25 Ib i d., 11. 

26 Ibi d . 

27 Ibid. 

28Ib id . 

29 

30 

31 

Hasho lom Ros h Ha s honah Annua l, XIX No.1 
(September, 1941), 49 . 

Has holom, XIX No.3 (November, 1941), 12. 

Has holom Ro s h Ha s honah Annual , XIX No.1 
(September, 1941), 49. 

32H h "1 as o~om , XIX No.3 (November, 1941), 11. 

Manv of 
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those formerly associated with the Entertainment Section 

subsequently carne to be intimately connected with the 

weekly concerts which were held by the canteen for the 

33 
Forces from July 1942. 

The pressures of the war carne to be even more 

widely felt during 1942, when increasingly large numbers 

of servicemen visited the Club, which was almost entirely 

34 
used as a canteen. Although the number of facilities 

-
available to members decreased in consequence of the 

hospitality accorded to the visiting Forces, the 

35 
membership of the Club, nevertheless, remained constant. 

In the light of the very real possibility of enemy 

action against Durban, the Executive arranged for the 

construction of an air raid shelter at a cost of £861, 

to provide for the safety of its members, staff and 

visitors. This step was considered particularly 

essential in view of the large number of canteen workers 

who were constantly on the Club premises. 36 

War time shortages in 1942 resulted in the alteration 

of the size of Has holom to pocket-size,37 and prevailing 

33 
Hash o lom Ros h Has honah Annua l , XXI No.1 
(September, 1942), 63. 

34 
Has holom, XXI No.3 (November, 1942), 8. 

35 I b id ., 7. 

36 Ib id . 

37 
Has holom Rosh Hashonah Annual , XXI No.1 
(September, 1942) I 55. 
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circumstances forced the Dramatic Section to abandon any 

38 
plans for the production of further full-length plays. 

With the introduction of black-out regulations the ruling 

bodies of the Club decided that apart from the canteen 

the main section which should function was the Culture 

Section, which it was intended should serve as the 

39 cultural focus of Durban Jewry. A special committee 

set up by the Culture Section, under the direction of 

Mr A. Miller, prepared a well received programme of 

lectures, which dealt with post-war problems as they 
• 

would affect the world in general and Jews in particular. 40 

By the middle of the year complaints were being 

voiced that the Council and Executive Committee had 

almost ceased to function. In July 1942 it was in fact 

found necessary to reduce the quorum of the Executive 

from eight to five, and that of the Council from five to 

three. 41 

Although the activities of the Club continued to be 

curtailed for much of 1943 the Council, looking with 

farsighted optimism towards the end of the war, made 

application to the Durban Corporation for the vacant 

42 ground that adjoined the Club property. Although the 

38I bid ., 57. 

39Ib~d ., XX No.12 ( ~ August , 1942), 21. 
40 

Ha s haZom Ro s h Hashonah Annual , XXI No.1 
(September, 1942), 53. 

41 . 
Arnold Mlller, n.46. 

42 
Ha s hoZom , XXII No.3 (November, 1943), 21. 
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area in question was on loan to the military authorities, 

the Club wished to stake its claim for a lease on the 

area after the war, in order to extend its sporting 

f '1" 43 acl. l.tl.es. In the meantime, the Council approved the 

laying of a portion of a further green for additional 

bowling facilities,44 and the Executive gave its consent 

to the creation of a junior tennis section for the 

children of members, and those attached to a?proved youth 

- 't" 45 organl.sa l.ons. 

On July 8, 1943, the Club gave a wedding reception 

to its former Secretary Miss Mimi Smo, on the occasion 

of her marriage to Mr Harry Rose of Johannesburg. 

Miss Smo, who had assumed the office of Secretary upon 

the inception of the Club, was also the .guest of honour 

at a soiree arranged by the Club authorities, at which 

tribute was paid to her for outstanding .services and 

suitable presentations were made.
46 

With the lifting of black-out regulations in 1944, 

and the reduction in the number of troops passing 

through Duroan,the Governing bodies revived some of the 

facilities that members had willingly been deprived of. 47 

The first indication of the reversion to normal Club 

43Arnold Miller, p.46. 

44 
Ha s hoZom , XXII No.3 (November, 1943), 21. 

45 Ib "' d . , ~ XXI No.6 (February , 1943), 24. 

46 Ibid ., XXI No.ll (July , 1943), 7 and 9. 

47 I b id ., XXII No.7 (March, 1944), 1-2. 
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activities was the staging of a soiree, with music 

provi ded by the Club Orchestra,48 and this was followed 

not l ong afterwards by the Dramatic Section's staging of 

1 d · 49 a ful l sca e pro uctlon. Later in the year the ban on 

weddi ng receptions was removed, although they were 

limited to 200 persons and dancing remained prohibited, 

and t he Club was again opened to members in the 

. 50 
evenl ngs. 

As attendances at the canteen steadily diminished 

the f irst of renovations arising out of the use of the 

Club as a canteen also had to be made in 1944, with the 

repai nting of the hall and the re-upholstering of Club 

f . t 51 urn l ure. 

The highlight of the year's activities however, 

were the celebrations held to mark the 25th anniversary 

of the founding of the Circle, out of which the Club had 

developed. On November 20 a soiree was held, attended 

by about 500 people, many of whom were members of the 

original Circle. Addresses were given by the Chairman, 

Mr M. Solomon; the President, Mr H. Lipinski; Senator 

the Hon. F.C. Hollander, the Hon. President of the Club; 

Mr S. Moshal, an Hon. Vice-President of the Club and the 

first President of the Circle, who presented 

48 I b id ., XXII No.8 (April, 1944), 19 and 17. 

49 
Ha s ho lo m Ros h Ha s honah Annual , XXIII No.1 
(September, 1944), 53. 

50 
Arnold Miller, p.46. 

51 Ibid ., p.47. 
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Mr M. Wolpert with a framed address, in appreciation of 

25 years unbroken serviceto the Circle and Club; 

Mr Cecil Lyons, the representative of the President of 

the South African Jewish Board of Deputies, and himself 

an Hon. Vice-President of the Club; and the Mayor, 

Mr Rupert Ellis Brown. Apart from the speeches, the 

evening was marked by a musical recital by the 

David Cohen Trio and the rendition of three songs by 

h A . h 52 Mrs Dorot y vrlC . To mark the Silver Jubilee 

celebrations the Tennis and Bowling Sections held special 

53 
sporting tournaments, and the Club recorded the event 

by endowing a bed in the South African Jewish Orphanage 

54 
in Johannesburg. 

The progress towards restoring normality to the 

Club continued in 1945. The Luncheon Section was 

resucitated and commenced its activities in March with a 

luncheon to the Mayor, Mr Rupert Ellis Brown. 55 The 

Entertainment Section was revived after the cessation of 

56 
Troop Concerts, and in July 1945 the Club held its 

first social function since the outbreak of war when, in 

conjunction with the local branch of the South African 

Jewish Ex-Service League, it entertained Jewish 

52 
Has ho Zom, XXIII No.4 (December, 1944), 3, 6, 12. 

53 Ib i d ., 19. 

54 Ib id ., 3. 

55 Ib id ., XXIII No.ll (July , 1945), 29 and 31. 

56 I b id ., XXIV No.3 (November, 1945), 23. 
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ex-prisoners of war and ex-servicemen and women to a 

57 
dance. With the reversion t o peace time activities 

the sporting sections enjoyed increased membership as 

former soldiers returned home and joined the Club,58 and 

a Chess Section, chaired by Mr S. Goldberg, was also 

59 
created. The Library, which now too came to be 

increasingly more patronised, was bolstered in its 

activities by the presentation to the Club, by 

Mr M.R. Rosenbach, of a gift of £1;000, which was 

invested in a Trust Fund in memory of his late brother 

Abraham Rozinsky, the revenue therefrom being utilised ' 

for the purchase of books for the Club library.60 

With the resumption of peace .. the Council of the 

Club, in anticipation of the further development of the 

Institution, entered once again into negotiations with 

the Corporation over the vacant land that lay on the 

Cl b ' t . d 61 u s wes ern s~ e. 

57 
The Natal Mercury , July 4, 1945,. p.13. 

58 
Ha s holom , XXIII No.10 (June, 1945), 13. 

59 Ibid ., XXIV No.3 (November, 1945), 23. 

60I bid ., XXIII No.12 (August, 1945),25. 

61 Ib id ., XXIV No.3 (November, 1945), 29. 
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CHAPTER XXVIII 

ZIONISM IN DURBAN DURING THE WAR YEARS 

Notwithstanding prevailing war time circumstances, 

the Zionist movement in Durban enjoye~ on the whole, a 

period of growth and consolidation, which augured well 

for t he cause that it espoused. 

Having established a fine record in regard to fund 

raising, the Durban Zionist Association set about 

reorganising Zionist activity in the City by engaging in 

extensive Zionist cultural propaganda, particularly 

amongst the younger members of the community. It -

organised a series of drawing room meetings, all of 

which were well attended, and as a result of these 

meetings, a group was formed, which arranged to meet at 

regular intervals to discuss Zionist ideology and 

contemporary Jewish problems. 1 
Amongst those who 

addressed the members of the Association were 

Mr Abe Herman, of the South African Zionist Federation;2 

Mr N. Kirschner, the Chairman of the Federation;3 and 

Mr J. Daleski, a member of the Executive Council of the 

1 h . Has oZom , XVIII No.6 (February, 1940), 21. 

2The Zionist Record , December 1, 1939, p.12. 

3Ib id., December 22, 1939, p.14. 
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Fede r atioL, who spoke at the Association's annual general 

. 4 
meet l.ng. 

In co-operation with the other Zionist Societies 

in ·Durban the Zi onist Association arranged a memorial 

eveni ng in October 1941, to mark the passing of the 

Ameri can Zionist leader and Supreme Court Justice 

Louis Brandeis and Menachem Mendel Ussishkin, the 

Pres i dent of the Directorate of the Jewish National 

5 
Fund . The Association also held suitable functions to 

commemorate the anniversaries of the Balfour 

Declaration,6 the Yahrtzeit s of Herzl and Bialik,7 the 

29th anniversary of the passing of the Yiddish writer, 

J.L. peretz 8 and the death o f Henrietta Szold, the 

foun der of Hadass ah .
9 

Within the wider Zionist context the Association 

was represented at the 18th South African Zionist 

Conference, held in the Town Hall, Bloemfontein, in 

May 1941,10 and at the followi ng Conference held in 

4I bid ., April 12, 1940, p .26. 

5 Ha s ho l om , XIX No.3 (November, 1941), 2. 

6The Zi onist Record , November 6, 1942, p.8., 
Ha s holom, XXIII No . 2 (October, 1944), 14. 

7I bid ., XXI No.12 (August, 1943), 11., Ibid ., XXII 
No.ll (July, 1944), 11 a n d 13., Ibid ., XXIII No.12 
(August, 1945), 25 and 27., Ibid ., XXIII No.2 
(October, 1944), 14. 

8Ibid ., XXIII No.2 (Oct ober, 1944), 14. 

9The Zion is t Record , May 25, 1945, p.27. 

10I bid ., May 30, 19 45, p . l 0-12. 
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Johannesburg in July 1943. 

In June 1943 the Durban Zionist Association was 
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reorganised and reconstituted with most positive results, 

developing to a degree which it had never achieved 

12 
before. The Association's membership grew to 185 by 

13 . 14 September 1944, and a year later lt stood at 270. 

Interest and support for Zionism was achieved by the 

Association's enthusiastic committee, through a programme 

ll Ib id ., August 6, 1~43, p.6., August 13, 1943, p.12. 
12 

Report of Activities of Zionist Council for Natal 
Covering Period from 1st September, 1943 to 

13 

14 

30th May, 1945, p.l. 

Ha s holom, XXIII No.2 (October, 1944), 14. 

Ha s holom Ro s h Ha s honah Annual , XXIV No.1 
(September, 1945 ) , 59 and 69. 
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15 16 f of lectures and debates a n d through the staging 0 

functions to mark the Jewish f estivals, whereby it was 

hoped to revive the spirit of the religious holidays and 

17 
to stress the link with the Land of Israel. 

The Association furthermore began to issue a monthly 

newsletter, the Zioni s t Digest , which featured important 

news items of Zionist and general Jewish interest in 

'h , 18 ln sort summarles. Initially sent only to members of 

15Incl.uding a talk by Mr A. Neaman on "A Comparison 
of Jewish Colonisation i n the Argentine and 
Palestine, (Has holom , XXIII No.2 (October, 1944), 
14.) a speech by Mr H. Moss-Morris on "From Balfour 
to Biltimore, (Ib id . ) and on his personal 
impressions after a visit to Palestine, (T he 
Zion ist Record , May 5, 1944, p.14.) an address by 
Mr B. Gering, Vice-Chai rman of the Sou·th African 
Zionist Federation Executive on "The last Zionist 
Conference," (H asholom , XXIII No.2 (October, 1944), 
14.) a talk by Mr G. Saron, General Secretary of 
the South African Jewi sh Board of Deputies on "A 
Jewish Commonwealth in Palestine and the Jews of 
the Ga l uth : Their Mutual Interaction," (Ibi d ., 
XXIII No.l1 (July, 1945, 34 and 37.) an address by 
Dr Wulf Sachs, the well known Johannesburg Zionist 
on "The Jews in the Pr esent Political Situation," 
(Ibid., XXIII No.12 (August, 1945), 19 and 21.) 
and a talk by Prof . S . Frankel, a member of the 
Zionist Executive on his impressions of Palestine. 

Has holom Ro s h Ha s honah Annua l,XXIV No.1 
(September, 1945), 27-28.) 

16 1 d' d b I I Inc u lng a e ate on The present state of Jewish 
Education is not in accordance with the Jewish 
needs of raising a nat i onal ly conscious generation, 
(Ha s hoZom, XXIII No. 10 (June, 1945 ) , 45 and 44.) 

17Including Chanukah f un ct i ons, (Ibid ., XXII No.5 
(January, 1944), 25 a n d 2 7 ., Ibid . . XXIII No.5 
(January, 1945), 19 and 21)., Pu r im functions, 
(Ibid ., XXII No . 7 (March, 1944), 31. , I bid ., 
XXIII No.7 (March, 1945 ) , 31.) and a Shavuot 
function (Ibid ., XXII No.10 (June, 1944 ) , 16 and 
25 . ) . 

18 b ' d I ~ ., XXIII No.2 (Oct ober, 1944), 15. 
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local Zionist Societies, the Zioni st Dige st later came 

to be distributed to all members of the Durban Jewish 

't 19 communl y. Under the Association's auspices Bible 

Study classes were held weekly to read and discuss 

'bl 20 sections of the ' Bl e. The Association gave its 

21 
support to the efforts of the Zionist Youth, and also 

worked in close co-operation wi th the Durban Women's 

Zionist League, which it assisted in obtaining 

subscriptions for the Sefer Hayeled , Safe r Barmitzvah 

22 
and Golden Book of the Ke r en Kayemet . 

The sister organisation of the Durban Zionist 

Association, the Women's Zionist League, whilst fulfilling 

its part in general war work also maintained a full 

programme of Zionist activit i es. In March 1940 two new 

sewing groups were formed,23 which, together with the 

five existing groups, continued throughout this period 

to make garments for sh i pment to palestine.
24 

The 

League made great progress with the distribution of 

19 Has holom Ro s h Hashonah Annual , XXIV No.1 
(September, 1945), 59. 

20 Has ho lom, XXIII No . 2 (October, 1944), 15. 

21 Ib id ., and Hasholom Rosh Hashonah Ann ual , XXIV 
No.1 (September, 1945 ) , 59. 

22 
Has holom, ~XIII No.2 (October, 1944), 15. 

23 I bid ., XVII No.8 (April, 1940), 22. 

24 Ha s holom Ro s h Hashonah Annual , XVIII No.1 
(September, 1940 ) , 48. , HashoLom , XVIII No.4 
(December, 1940 ) , 24 . , Ibid ., XVIII No.6 
(February , 1941), 1 8 . , HashoLom Rosh Has honah 
AnnuaL , XXII No.1 (Sep tember, 1943) 65. The 
Zionist Record , Ma y 12 , 1944, p.20.' , 
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h 't 25 J.N.F. Blue Boxes amongst the members of t e co~munl y 

26 
and also frequently conducted box clearances. Its 

members organised the annual Balfour Day tree drives on 

27 behalf of the Fund, and certain of the women, in their 

private capacities, held fund raising functions to assist 

h "t] 28 t e J.N.F. ln 1 s wor~. 

From within the ranks of the League were drawn the 

workers to conduct the women's section of the Keren 

Hayesod campaigns 29 and the annual sale of Shekels ,30 

and the League was also closely identified with the 

cmapaign on behalf of Youth Aliyah. 31 Representatives 

of the League ~articipated in the biennial Conferences 

25 Hasholom Rosh Hashonah Annual, XVIII N0.1 
(September , 1940), 48. 

26Ibid ., XIX No.1 (September, 1941),51., Hasholom, 
XX No.l1 (July, 1942), 22., Ibid., XXI No.2 
(October, 1942), 23-24., The Zionist Record, 

May 12, 1944, p.20., Hasholom Rosh Hashonah AnnuaZ, 
XXIV No.1 (September, 1945), 55. 

27Ibid ., XIX No.1 (September, 1941), 51., Hasholom, 
XIX No.4 (December, 1941), 20., Hasholom Rosh 
Hashonah Annual, XXII No.1 (September, 1943), 65., 
The Zionist Record, May 12, 1944, 20. 

28Ibid ., September 27, 1940, p.18., April 4, 1944, 
p.6. 

29 
Hasholom Rosh Hashonah Annual, XVIII No.1 · 
(September, 1940), 48., Hasholom , XX No.12 
August, 1942), 11., Hasholom Rosh Hashonah Annual, 
~XIII No.1 (September, 1~44), 73. 

30 . -
Hasholom, XVII No.8 (April, 1940), 22.~ Ibid., 
XVIII No.8 (April, 1941), 20., HashoZom Rosh 
Hasho~ah ,Annual, XXII No.1 (September, 1943), 65., 
The Z~on~st Record, May 12, 1944, p.20.,· HashoZom 
Rosh Hashonah Annual, XXIV No.1 (September 1945) 55. .. , , 

31Ibid.~ XXIII No.1 (September, 1944), 69 and 71. 
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d . 32 d of the South African Zionist Fe eratlon, an were 

present at the South African Women's Zionist Conferences 

which were held in 1941 and 1943.
33 

For the duration of the war the League succeeded in 

holding monthly functions at which various guests read a 

variety of papers on topics of general and Zionist 

. t t 34 ln eres . ~"lith the imposit ion of black-out 

regulations and increased transport difficulties however, 

functions were no longer held in private homes and from 

1943 were, instead, general ly convened at the Durban 

Jewish Club.
35 

Notwithstanding the pressures of war and very 

pr.obably as an indirect result of the difficulties which 

were brought to bear on world Jewry, the ranks of the 

League swelled i n this period, and by 1945 exceeded 400.
36 

32 The Zioni s t Reco r d , May 30, 1941, p.l0., Augus 
August 6, 1943, p.ll. 

33 Ib id ., May 30, 1941, p .22., August 6, 1943, p.ll. 

34For details of functions see Has holo m Ro s h Has honah 
Annual , XVIII No.1 (Sep tember, 1940), 48., Ib id ., 
XIX No.1 (September, 1941), 51., Ha s holo m, XIX No.2 
(October, 1941), 20., Ibid ., XIX No.4 
(December, 1941), 20., Ibid ., XIX No.7 (March, 1942), 
16., Ib id ., XX No.9 (May , 1942), 7-8., Ibid ., XX 
No.10 (June, 1942), 28., The Zionist Re co r d , 
September 25, 1942, p.1 9., Ha s holom , XXI No.2 
(October, 1942), 23-24., Hasholom Ro s h Ha s honah 
Annual , XXII No.1 (September, 1943),65., Ibid ., 
XXIII No.1 (September, 1944), 69 and 71., Ib id ., 
XXIV No.1 (September, 1945), 55. 

35 Ibid ., XXII No.1 (September, 1943) I 65. 
36 

Report of Activities o f Zi onist Council for Natal 
Covering Period from 1st September, 1943 to 
30th May, 1945, p. l. 
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For the local branch of Habonim the war years proved 

to be enormously trying, as many of the Movement's 

senior members, including the Bakoach, Mr Sam Ernst, 

enlisted for active service and the Adult Lay Committee 

disbanded. 37 Habonim in Durban subsequently entered 

into a period of decline in terms of its numbe:rs. 

It was in this period, however, that the ideology 

of the Movement took a radical turn, no doubt in large 

measure due to prevailing world circumstances and to the 

upsurge in Zionist commitment amongst Jewry generally. 

Whereas before Habonim had corne to be widely regarded as 

a Jewish scouting movement, certain youn0 madrichim, of 

whom Leslie Shandel of Durban was the leader, now argued 

that more emphasis should be laid on Zionism, and in 

particular on chaZutziut. The first ChaZutz Group cf 

South African Habonim was consequently formed in Durban 

in 1939 and similar groups were later established in 

Johannesburq and other centres in the Union. 38 The 

Durban ChaZutz Group began to hold meetings on a regular 

basis, and at one such rneetin~r it was addressed by 

Mr Abe Herman of the South African Zionist Federation. 39 

In December 1939 a camp was held at Umgababa for about 

150 Bonim, at which the presence of the ChaZut z Group from 

37 
Moey Goldberg, "Development and Work of the Friends 
of Habonim," in Habonim Twenty Fifth Anniversary., 
1933 -195 8 (Durban, 1958), 12. 

38H b . 
a on~m Twenty Fifty Anniversary 1933-1958, p.6. 

39Th Z' . e ~on~ st Record, Decerober 1, 1939, p.12. 



Johannesburg led to intense discussions on details of 

40 
Habonim ideology. 
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Despite the absence of many of its leaders on war 

duty, the gedudim of Habonim nevertheless continued to 

meet regularly, and carried on with their routine work. 

Evidence of the Movement's determination to intensify 

its activities in spite of prevailing difficulties was 

reflected in the successful formation of an additional 

chavurah (senior group), and the conducting of a number 

of camps for the various gedudim . 41 Habonim's ability 

to continue operating in this period was largely 

attributable to its small band of keen and sincere 

madrichim. After Sam Ernst's departure in 1941, the 

Durban Movement was led for a few months by Jack Rubin 

who was, in turn, succeeded by Lionel Feitelberg, 

Louis Strous, Lexi Panovka and Paula . Beinart,42 all of 

whom received assistance from the Zionist Youth society.43 

With the gradual shift of world circumstances 

towards normalacy in 1945, Durban Habonim enjoyed a period 

of increased growth and activity, in consequence of the 

demobilisation of many of its leaders and the heightened 

interest amongst Jewish youth generally in matters 

40 H b . . 
a on~m Twenty F~fth Anniversary 1933-1958, p.6. 

41 
Hasholom Rosh Hashonah Annual , XVIII No.1 
(September, 1940), 48. 

42H b . 
a on~m Twenty Fifth Anniversary 1933-195 8 , p.6. 

43 
Hasholom Rosh HaRhonah Annual , XVIII No.1 
(September, 1940), 48. 
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Zionist. The total membersh i p of the Movement in Durban 

rose to 120, divided between seven gedudim and mas hte Zot , 

which met regularly on Sunday mornings, and the three 

chavur ot , which met each Friday night to discuss matters 

of Jewish, Zionist and general interest. In addition, 

during the course of the y ear, the Senior Section of the 

Movement was revived and general funct i ons were arranged 

44 
each Saturday night for the whole Movement. 

Notwithstanding the f i ghting abroad, the Durban 

Zionist Youth Society, like Ha bonim, sought, with some 

measure of initial success, t o continue to provide an 

interesting and varied programme of activities for its 

members who were for the most part older than 17 years, 

and who were not catered fo r by Ha bonim . During the 

first year of the war the Society held a number of special 

functions to coincide with t he Jewish festivals. These 

included a Sukkot supper
45 

a Chan ukah socia1
46 

and a 

Lag B ' Ome r dance. 47 
Under i ts aegis Mrs Ilse Warburg, 

who had come to Durban to launch the Youth AZi y ah 

. 48 b 
campa~gn, Mr A e Herman of the South African Zionist 

Federation,49 and Dr Fischel of the Hebrew University of 

44 I bid ., XXIV No.1 (September, 1945), 67 and 69. 

45 Ib id ., XVIII No.1 (September, 1940), 47. 

46 Th 0 0 

e Z~on~ s t Record , December 22 , 1939, p.14. 

47 
HashoZom , XVII No.10 (June, 1940), 20. 

48Th Z ' 0 e ~on~ s t Record , November 3, 1939, p.19. 

49 bO d I ~ ., December 1, 1939, p.12. 
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50 Jerusalem, were afforded the opportunity to meet with 

the Zionist youth of the community. A weekend camp over 

the Christmas holidays,51 and the screening of three 

h C · 52 films about Palestine at the 20t Cen t ury ~nema were 

but two of the many highlights of a year of considerable 

activity in which the Society also took charge of the 

53 
Youth Campaign of the Keren Haye s od , introduced a weekly 

min chah service for the youth at the St. Andrew's Street 

54 Synagogue and contributed to the funds of the Keren 

Kaye met. 
55 

With eaual enthusiasm, the Society organised a 

programme of activities for 1941. This included an 

One g Shabbat in honour of Mr Norman Lourie, the 

Vice-Chairman of the Propaganda Department of the South 

African Zionist Federation and Ma nhig of Habonim;56 a 

meeting with Rabbi Zlotnik, ,of the South African Board 

of Jewish Education;57 and a function, held in 

conjunction with the Jewish Club, at which an address was 

50 Hasho Zo m, XVII No.8 (April, 1940), 22. 

51 Th Z ' . e ~on~s t Reco r d , December 22, 1939, p.14. 

52 
Has h 0 Z 0 m, XVI I No.9 ( May, 19 40), 24. 

53 
Has hoZom Rosh Ha s honah AnnuaZ , XVIII No.1 
(September, 1940), 47. 

54 Ib id . 

55 Ib id . 

56 Th Z ' . e ~on~ st Record , August 8, 1941, p.25. 

57 
Ha s hoZom, XIX No.3 (November, 1941), 19. 
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58 
delivered by Rabbi M.C. Weile r, of Johannesburg. At 

the same time the Soc i ety lent i ts act i ve support to the 

59 annual sale of Shekels , organised the youth section of 

the J.N.F. campaign60 and ass i sted in conducting the 

Balfour Day Tree Drive.
61 In May 1941 it was represented 

at both the 18th South African Zionist Conference and the 

6th South African Zionist Youth Conference, which were 

h ld ' 1 ft' 62 e ~n B oem on e~n. 

Owing to war time condit ions, however, a series of 

lectures on Jewish history inaugurated by the Society 

ran into difficulties , when the services of sufficient 

lecturers were found to be u nobtainable. 63 Further 

problems \-Tere encountered by t he Society I s Committee as 

the number of its members on active service rose to 36, 

and the support and enthusiasm of remaining members 

declined considerably.64 

Under these circumstances the move towards creating 

a more centralised youth organi sation, which had first 

58Ib id . 

59 
Ha sh olom Ros h Hashonah Annual , XIX No.1 
(September, 1941), 51 . 

60 Th Z ' • e ~ on~st Reco r d , Sep tember 17, 1941, p.17. 
61 

Hasholom Ro s h Ha s honah Annual , XIX No.1 
(September, 1941), 51 . 

62 Th Z ' • e ~on~st Record , Ma y 30, 1941, pp.l0 and 29. 
63 

Hasholom Rosh Hashonah Annual , XIX No.1 
(Septe<nber, 1941) , 5 l. 

64 Ibid . 
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been proposed by the Council of Natal Jewry in 1938,65 

now carne to fruition with the inauguration, on 

66 
March 1, 1942, of the Durban Zionist Youth Movement. 

This new Movement incorporated the Zionist Youth Society 

and combined and co-ordinated the work of Habonim and 

67 
all previously existing youth groups. In view of 

prevailing circumstances and the difficulties which 

resulted, largely from the reduction through service 

abroad of a number of those able to lead the youth 

movements, the creation of the Durban Zionist Youth 

Movement would appear to have been a most timely act, 

and one whereby the survival of Zionist youth activity 

in Durban was ensured. The Movement's first Committee 

included L. Panovka and L. Strous (Habonim 

representatives), M. Richter and P. Beinart (Chavurot 

representatives), F .. Goldberg (Secretary): C. Beck 

(Treasurer), D. Ogin, J. Kentridge, E. Richter, 

68 D. Woolfson, E. Manne and P. Berman. 

The Executive of the new Movement organised a highly 

successful Lag B'Omer camp fire at Sarnia in May 1942,69 

and a concert at the Jewish Club, at which the 

65 
Hasholom, XV No.6 (February, 1938), 23. 

66 Ibid ., XIX No.7 (March, 1942), 16. 

67 Ibid ., XX No.10 (June, 1942), 11. 

68Ibid ., XIX No.7 (March, 1942), 16. 

69 Ibid ., XX No.10 (June, 1942), 17. 
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installation ceremony of the Haboni m was performed. 
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It also conducted the Youth Keren Ha ye s od Campaign which 

71 
was inaugurated in July 1942. Under the direction of 

Mrs Tattenbaum a choir was also formed
72 

and on 

May 23, 1942, it featured in a programme broadcast from 

d ' t d ' 73 the Durban Broa castlnq S u 10. 

The highlight of the Movement's activities however, 

was the acquisition of a Youth Maon, which was intended 

74 
to serve as a home for all Durban Jewish youth. The 

acquisition of a Maon was largely due to the difficulties 

which arose from holding meetings at the Jewish Club, 

where the claims of the canteen placed a premium on all 

' I bl d t' 75 aval a e accommo a lone The Maon, which was located 

in a double-storeyed shop in Plowright Lane, was 

partitioned downstairs into a library and two reading 

rooms and the upper storey was set aside for use as a 

hall. 

The official opening of the Youth Maon took 

place in November 1942, with a function which took the 

form of a musical afternoon. Over 200 members of the 

Jewish community attended the ceremony which was 

7D Ib i d ., XX No.ll (July, 1942), 28. 

71 Ib id ., XX No.12 (August, 1942), 23-24. 

72Ibid ., XXI No.3 (November, 1942), 21. 

73 I bid ., XX No.lD (June, 1942), 17. 

74 
Hash ol om Ros h Ha s honah Annual , XXI No.1 
(September, 1942), 69. 

75 b' d I ~ ., 35. 
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presided over by Molly Richter, the chairman of the 

Movement, who presented a tree certificate to 

Mr and Mrs H. Zulman, in recognition of their generosity 

in helping to meet the costs of the furnishing. 

Rabbi Freedman affixed the mezuzzah to the doorpost and 

delivered an appropriate address. Half of the rental 

of the Youth Maon was borne by the Council of Natal 

Jewry and the balance by various members of the Durban 

Jewish community, including Mes srs Lurie Bros.~ Moshal 

Gevisser, H. Zulman, M. Morrison, H. Brown, A. Kaplan, 

S. Feitelberg, S. Torf, N. Hertz and Dr N. Smith. 76 

The Youth Maon served as a venue for addresses by 

Dr A. Goldstein of palestine,77 Mr H. Levine of 

palestine,78 and Dr A. Samuelsdorff, an emissary for 

79 
WIZO, and for the dances and musical evenings, films 

and other social activities of the Youth Movement. 80 

In August 1943, the Youth Maon was moved to larger 

and more suitable premises 81 in London Assu rance House, 

Smith Street, which came to be the centre of Zionist 

76 Th z · . e ~on~st Record, November 27, 1942, p.20. 
77 

Hasholom, XXI No.5 (January, 1943), 7. 

78 T h Z' . e ~on~st Record, March 12, 1943, p.18. 
79 

80 
Ha sholom, XXI No.9 (May, 1943), 23. 

Ha s holom Rosh Hashonah Annual , XXII No.1 
(September, 1943), 67. 

81 I bid . 
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activity, and the venue for some of the functions held 

by the combined Zionist societies.
82 

Members of the 

Zionist Youth Movement met at the Maon to hear talks by 

Mr N. Kirschner, the Chairman of the Zionist Federation; 

and Mr N. Lourie, the Manhig of Habon i m, who launched the 

. 83 
J.N.F. Campal.gn; Dr Y. Kaufmann, the Director of the 

Cultural Department of the Va a.d Le umi (National Council 

of Palestinian Jewry) ,84 and Rabbi Prof. I. Abrahams of 

85 
the Gardens Synagogue, Cape Town. 

Independent of the Durban Zionist Youth Movement 

was the Young WIZO Group, which was formed after d visit 

to Durban by Dr Anni Samuelsdorff who toured the Union 

on behalf of WIZO. At the . Group's inaugural meeting 

held on April 3, 1943, a committee was elected, 

consisting of Miss R. Blumenfeld, Chairman; Misses 

E. Gi t .lin and C. Herman, Treasurers; Miss J. Moss-Morris, 

Secretary; Misses L. Panovka and D. Woolfson, Sewing 

Conveners; Misses H. Goldberg, M. Leibowitz, B. Jacobs, 

A. Rosenbach, E. Borkum and Mrs Segal, Entertainment 

Conveners; and Misses F. Goldberg, B. Gover and D. Elias, 

Cultural conveners. 86 

82 
Hashol om, XXII No.5 (January, 1944), 25., Ibi d ., 
XXII No.7 (March, 1944), 31., Ibi d ., XXIII No.2 
(October, 1944),17. 

83 Ibid ., XX 2 ( II No. October, 1943), 13. 

84Th z · . e ~on~ st Reco r d , November 12, 1943, p.14. 

85 Ib id ., N mb ove er 17, 1944, p.7. 

86 I bid ., April 16, 1943, p.21. 
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The Durban Young WIZO chose to remain independent 

87 
of the Durban Women's Zionist League, whose members 

were mainly drawn from amongst the ranks of older married 

women, and in terms of the Constitution which the South 

African Women's Zionist Council drew up for the Young 

WIZO Groups, it catered for girls between the ages of 21 

88 and 25 years. The Durban Young WIZO adopted a three 

fold programme of activities" namely, to raise funds for 

the Henrietta Irwell Polytechnic in Haifa, to knit and 

sew garments for baby homes in Palestine and to provide 

cultural and educational activities for its members. 89 

Within a matter of months the Durban Young WIZO had 

held a number of well attended lectures, a dance and a 

film show, whilst its membership had risen to almost 50. 90 

The momentum which was created at the Group's inception 

was in fact sustained for the duration of the war. 91 

The Durban Young WIZO was, furthermore, represented at 

the 6th South African Women's Zionist Conference, held 

87 
Has ho lo m, XXI No.9 (May, 1943), 23. 

88 , 
Mlnutes of Meeting of the Zionist Council for 

89 

90 

Natal, Held on Monday, 15th November, 1943, at 
5.pm., at the Zionist Youth Maon, pp.3-4. 

Ha s holom, XXII No.10 (June, 1944), 39. 

Hasho l om Ros h Ha s honah Annual , XXII No.1 
(September, 1943), 68. 

91por details of various social and cultural 
activities of the Group see Ha s holom, XXIII No.2 
(October, 1944),31., Ibid ., XXIII No.9 
(May, 1945), 36., Hasholom Rosh Ha s honah 
AnnuaZ , XXIV No.1 (September, 1945), 55 and 57. 
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92 
in Johannesburg in July 1943. In conjunction with the 

Durban Zionist Youth Movement it conducted the 1943 

J.N. F . Youth Campaign;3 and the Youth Drive in connection 

44 d C 
. 94 

with the 19 Kere n Haye s o ampalgn. On the occasion 

of Dr Weizmann's 70th birthday the Durban Young WIZO 

contributed £20 towards inscribing the Zionist leader's 

name in Golden. Book of the Jewish National Fund.
95 

By 1945 the Group's numbers had stabilised at about 

35,96 and unlike its sister groups in many parts of the 

country it had come to be firmly established within the 

life of the Jewish community97 and had gained affiliation 

to the South African Zionist Federation, and through the 

Federation to the Women's Zionist Council of South 

Af ' 98 rlca. 

A step of far reaching consequence for the 

development of Zionism in Durban was the decision taken 

by local Zionist societies, in January 1943, to establish 

an office, under a full time clerical assistant,as a 

first step towards the setting up of a Natal office of 

92 Th e Zi on i st Re c or d , August 6, 1943, p.ll. 

93 
Ha s h 0 l 0 m, XX I I No. 1 0 (J un e, 1 9 4 4), 3 9 . 

94 Ib ,,· d . , " XXIII No.9 (May, 1945), 36. 

95 I bi d . 

96 
Report of Activities of Zionist Council for Natal 
Covering Period from 1st September, 1943 to 
30th, May, 1945, p.l. 

97 
Has holom Ro s h Ha s honah Annual , XXIV No.1 
(September, 1945), 57. 

98Ibid . 



99 
the South African Zionist Federation. In a report 

forwarded to the Federation in Johannesburg, 

Mr E. Schragenheim notified the Federation that he, 
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together with Messrs H. Hoss-Morris and A. Frankel had 

formed themselves into a temporary Executive in order 

, , , b 100 
to reorganise the Zionist Organlsatlon ln Dur an. 

Under the direction of those gentlemen the Natal office 

of the Federation was opened on February 1, 1943
101 

at 

the Youth Maon in Plowright Lane. It was later 

relocated at London Assurance House which became the 

102 
Mao n of the Zionist organisation in Durban. In the 

meantime negotiations towards the formation of a Zionist 

Council for Natal were begun. 

The chair of the new Council was offered in the 

first instance to Mr M. Freed, who declined the honour. 

After lengthy discussions' it was finally decided that a 

Council should be formed, comprising of representatives 

from all Zionist Societies and private individuals and 

an Executive which would be elected from the Council. 

On the recommendation of Rabbi Freedman the nucleus of 

99 Th Z " d e ~on~ s t Recor , January 15, 1943, p.15. 

100 , f Mlnutes 0 Meeting held at the Durban Zionist 
Youth Maon on Thursday, January 6th, 1943, p.l. 

1 01M, f ' 
lnutes 0 Meetlng of all Zionist Societies,Held 

102 

at the Durban Zionist Youth Maon , 
5 Plowright Lane, on Monday afternoon, 
22nd February, 1943, at 4,45 pm., p.l. 

From a personal interview with Mrs M. Broornberg, 
Durban, May, 1980. 
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the provisional Council was f i xed at 5 men,S women and 

103 
3 youth. 

To assist local Zionists in their efforts to create 

a Zionist Council the South African Zionist Federation 

sent Mr Harry Levin, the wel l known Palestinian journalist 

and lecturer who was then in the Unio~ to Durban, to 

d ff . d 104 give advice an to 0 er gUl ance. 

A Provisional Zionist Council was formed, consisting 

of Messrs M. Freed, A. Frankel, A. Kaplan, H. Moss-Morris, 

E. Schragenheim of the Durban Zionist Association; 

Mesdames M. Fielding, I.V. Katz, I. Kaliski, 

H. Moss-Morris, S. Torf of t he Durban Women's Zionist 

League; Miss L. Panovka and Messrs L. Shandel and 

M. Stein of the Durban Zionist Youth Movement; with 

Rabbi A.H .. Freedman, Mr A. Go l dberg M.P., Mr N. Hertz 

(as Chairman of the Keren Haye s od Campaign) , 

Mrs A.H. Freedman and Mrs A. Broomberg (Chairlady of the 

Women's Zionist League) as e x-offic i o members. 105 To 

make the Council truly representative of Natal Zionists 

an invitation was also extended to the Jewish community 

103Minutes of Meeting of a l l Zionist Societies,Held 
at the Durban Zionis t Youth Ma on , 
5 Plowright Lane, on Monday afternoon, 
22nd February, 1943 a t 4 . 45 pm, p.2. 

104Th Z ' • e ~on~ s t Record , Ma r ch 12, 1943, p.18. 

105M, t f P .. 1 . . . lnu es 0 rOV1Slona Zlonlst Councll for Natal, 
Held at the Durban Zi onist Youth Maon , 
5 Plowright Lane, on Tuesday, 30th March, 1943, 
at 5.15 pm., p.l. 
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of Pietermaritzburg to nominate a representative or 

h ' 1 106 representatives to t e CounCl . Elections for the 

Provisional Executive resulted in the appointment of 

Mr E. Schragenheim as Acting Chairman; Mrs H. Moss-Morris, 

Acting Vice-Chairlady; Mr A. Frankel, Hon. Secretary 
. 107 

and Mr N. Hertz, Hon. Treasurer. A sub-committee 

consisting of Rabbi Freedman, Mr H. Moss-Morris and 

Mr A. Frankel was elected to draw up a Constitution for 

the council,108 whose functions were defined by the 

Acting Chairman as: 

a) to further co-operation between the 

Zionist Societies, to stimulate their 

development and to spread Zionism 

generally in Natal 

b) to represent the South African Zionist 

Federation in Natal and 

c) to represent Natal Zionists in the South 

African Zionist Federation
109 

A Constitution for the Zionist Council for Natal 

was drafted and finally agreed upon by all affiliated 

bodies. Thereupon the Council was properly established 

106 I bi d ., p.2. 

107 Ibid . 

108 Ibid . 

l 09 I bid ., pp.1-2. 



according to its Constitution in December, 1944. It 

consisted of Messrs A. Frankel, N. Hertz, H. Hadany 

and A. Kaplan representing the Durban Zionist 

Association; Mesdames A. Broomberg, M. Fielding, 
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A. Goldberg and S. Torf representing the Durban Women's 

Zion i st League; Misses P. Beinart, G. Aufrichtig, 

S. Hi rschowitz and Mr B. Klug representing the Durban 

Zioni st Youth Movement; with Messrs M. Freed, 

H. Moss-Morris, E. Schragenheim and Mrs H. Moss-Morris 

as co-opted members and Mr A. Goldberg M.P. an 

ex-officio member. Mr E. Schragenheim was elected 

110 
Chairman and Mr N. Hertz, Treasurer. 

After the Durban Young WIZO had decided to remain 

independent of the Women's Zionist League and to become 

directly affiliated to the Zionist Federation, it was 

decided that it should have two representatives on the 

Council. Misses R. Blumenfeld and R. Woolfson were 

nominated by the Young WIZO as its representatives.
lll 

The Council fulfilled an important role in Zionist 

activity in Natal and enhanced the stature of the 

Movement, attaining a measure of prestige accorded to no 

other communal body, with the exception of the Council of 

Natal Jewry, on whose domain, by virtue of its specific 

functions it had no cause to encroach, and on which its 

110R t ft' . . epor 0 Ac lVltles o f Zionist Council for Natal 
Covering Period From 1st September, 1943, to 
30th May, 1945, p.l. 

l llIbid . 
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constituent bodies continued to be represented. It 

maintained close contact with the Executive of the South 

African Zionist Federation in Johannesburg, and with 

other Provincial Councils, and this practice proved to 

be of mutual benefit. 

The Zionist Council extended all possible assistance 

to local Zionist bodies, and it was no coincidence that 

the reorganisation and reconstruction of the Durban 

Zionist Association coincided with the establishment of 

the Zionist Council for Natal. The Council and its 

office also kept in close contact with Pietermaritzburg 

and communities in the outlying Natal country districts. 

It assisted the Pietermaritzburg Zionist Society in 

arranging a number of successful Zionist campaigns, and 

through the efforts of Council members an active Youth 

Group was establis~ed in the Capital. Further links 

were maintained by the Council with the Jewish 

communities outside Durban through the regular 

distribution of the Zi onis t Dige s t , which was issued 

monthly by the Durban Zionist Association. 

A sub-committee of the Zionist Council for Natal 

effectively co-ordinated the work of the four local 

Zionist Societies and through its efforts many successful 

functions were held. The stimulation of Zionist activity 

in Durban was largely attributed by the Council to the 

work of this sub-committee. 

The Council strove to maintain a harmonious working 

relationship with the Council of Natal Jewry. Under the 
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joint auspices of the two bodies a memorial meeting was 

held in May 1943, for the Zion ist Leader and 

distinguished soldier, Brigadier F. Kisch, who died on 

active servicei
l12 

the community was addressed by 

Dr I. Gruenbaum, a member of the World Executive of the 

. h 113 Jewls Agency; and a function was held to enable the 

Jews of Durban to join in the world wide celebrations to 

mark Dr C. Weizmann's 70th birthday. 114 

With Zionist support the Natal Technical College in 

Durban introduced into its curriculum a course of Hebrew, 

which was well attended. The Council also arranged for 

members of the Durban Zionist Association to conduct two 

Hebrew groups, which were run by the Durban Zionist Youth 

Movement. 

In the field of fund-raising the Council played a 

prominent part ,in the launching and co-ordinating of all 

major Zionist campaigns undertaken in Natal. It also 

maintained a check on the progress of the annual ShekeZ 

campaigns, the Balfour Day Tree Drives, and the J.N.F. 

Blue Box collections, which were carried out by 

constituent bodies of the Council. 

Undivided in its support for the World Zionist 

Organisation, the Council maintained a watchful eye over 

the activities of the small but active groups of 

112The Zioni s t Record , May 21, 1943, p.17. 

113 The Nata 7 M S t mb 4 & ercury , ep e er 11, 19 3, p.6. 
114 

HashoZom , XXIII No.4 (December, 1944), 33 and 35. 
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Revisionists which existed in Durban, and sought wherever 

possible to counter the influence of the supporters of 

. . 115 
the New Zionist Organlsatlon. 

Two organisations closely connected with Palestine, 

and therefore with Zionist life in Durban, were the local 

branches of the Friends of the Hebrew University of 

Jerusalem and the Palestine Maritime League. Although 

initially not members of the Zionist Council, they, like 

all other Zionist bodies active in the City, were later 

accorded representation on the Council, which thereby 

carne to enmrace all branches of Zionist endeavour. 

The Friends of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem 

had, from the time of the inception of the Durban 

branch in 1935: 16 kept a very low profile within the 

community, its only outstanding achievement being a 

luncheon which it had held in conjunction with the Jewish 

Club in June 1938, to celebrate the 13th anniversary of 

the University's opening by Earl Balfour.
117 

During the 

war years the tempo of its activity increased 

considerably and interest in the work of the Friends was 

sustained by visits of distinguished personalities on 

behalf of the University. 

115 
For a fuller account of all the Council's 
activities see Report of Activities of Zionist 
Council for Natal Covering Period from 
1st September, 1943 to 30th May, 1945, pp.1-4. 
See also The Zionist Record , December 10, 1943, p.23. 

116 s b ee a ave p.263. 

117Th . . e Z~on~st Record , July 1, 1938, p.4., Ha s hoZom , 
XV No.12 (August, 1938 ) , 24. 
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of 

Dr walter Fischel of the Hebrew University's School 

Oriental Studies arrived in Durban in March 1940,118 

on a tour through the Union primarily for the purpose of 

enrolling Friends of the University in the different 

cent r es of the country. During his visit to Durban 

Dr Fi schel attended many private receptions, spoke at 

luncheons given by the Rotary Club and the Indian Orient 

Club , addressed public meetings arranged by the Jewish 

Club , the Union of Jewish Women and the Women's Zionist 

League, was guest of honour at a Club luncheon and at a 

meet i ng for the youth came into contact with the leaders 

of the Zionist Youth and Habonim . 119 

On his visit, Dr Fischel was accompanied by 

Dr Theo Ronsheim, the newly appointed permanent 

organising secretary to the South African Friends of the 

H b U · . t 120 " f e re~ nlverSl y. Upon emlgratlng rom Germany in 

1934 Dr Ronsheim had settled in Durban where, until he 

took up his post with the Friends, he was closely and 

actively associated with Zionist and communal work. 121 

The welcome accorded him by his former community and 

friends in Durban, on the occasion of his return to the 

City in his new capacity, was therefore particularly 

warm. 

118The Natal Mercury , March IS, 1940, p.lS . 

119 The Zioni s t Reco r d , March 15, 1940, p.lS. 

120 Ibid . 

121 I b ,,· d . , 
v March 1, 1940, p .17. 
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An indication of the heightened interest in the 

University within the Jewish community of Durban was 

reflected in the decision of the family of the late 

Marcus Stiller to establish a scholarship in his memory 

at the University, amounting to £500, to help provide 

122 
support for needy students. 

In the following year Rabbi M.C. Weiler, the 

Chairman of the South African Friends of the Hebrew 

University, accompanied by Dr Ronsheim, paid a visit to 

Durban where he lectured on the Hebrew University. 

During Rabbi Weiler's stay in Durban, which was taken up 

with functions and lectures, the local Committee of the 

Friends was resuscitated with Prof. P. Stein as President~ 

Mr M. Morrison, Vice-President~ Mr E.S. Henochsberg, 

Vice-President~ Rabbi A.H. Freedman, Chairman~ 

Mr M. Gevisser, Vice-Chairman~ Mr I. Phillips, 

Treasurer~ Miss F. Goldberg, Hon. Secretary~ Messrs 

A. Goldberg M.P., M. Freed, H. Moss-Morris, H. Zulman, 

N. Hertz, A. Kaplan, M. Goldberg, S. Torf, J. Nussbaum, 

Dr A. Broomberg, Mesdames P. Stein and A.H. Freedman and 

Miss M. Richter, Committee. 123 

In conjunction with the Culture Section of the 

Jewish Club, the Natal Friends of the Hebrew University 

held a meeting in December 1942, which was addressed by 

122Ib~d . , 
v March 15, 1940, p.15. 

123I bid ., October 31, 1941, p.16. 



Dr Eliezer Reiger, the University's Director of 

Education. 124 In June 1945 the members of the Natal 
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branch of the Friends were afforded the opportunity to 

meet yet another member of the University's academic 

staff, in the person of Prof. L. Pecard, the Head of the 

Department of Geology, who visited Durban whilst en ro ute 

h 
. 125 

to t e Argentlne. 

As the war drew to a close and the demand from 

special war appeals gradually diminished, so the Jewish 

community once again turned its attention to those 

causes, such as the Hebrew University, which had been 

largely neglected. In July 1945 a Vocal and Instrumental 

Recital, featuring Miss Rose Alper, Miss Eve Gittleson 

and Miss Adelaide Newman, was staged at the Jewish Club 

to raise badly needed funds for the University in 

Jerusalem. 126 

The Durban branch of the Palestine Maritime League 

was inaugurated on March 19, 1945, on the occasion of an 

address delivered by Lieutenant Commander R.S. Miller to 

a representative gathering of the cornrnunity.127 The 

League, which was formed in Palestine in 1937, with the 

principal object of fostering the Maritime development 

of the Yis huv , by 1945 had established branches in Great 

124 
Ha s holom, XXI No.6 (February, 1943), 21-22. 

125 b' d I1, ., XXIII No.11 (July, 1945), 34. 

1 26 
The Natal Mercury , July 23, 1945, p.8. 

1 27 
Ha s holom Rosh Hashonah Annual , XXIX No.1 
(September, 1950), 79. 



Britain, Europe, the Americas and South Africa. The 

first South African branch was in fact established in 
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1938, and a second branch was formed shortly afterwards 

128 
in Johannesburg. During the few remaining months of 

the war the Palestine Maritime League in Durban worked 

to attract members to its ranks, and with the cessation 

of hostilities its efforts were intensified. 

Local Zionists derived considerable encouragement 

in their work through the visits of Zionist leaders from 

abroad. Not only did many of these visitors bring with 

them first hand accounts of affairs in Palestine, but 

their presence stimulated interest in Zionist affairs, 

and in some measure offset the sense of isolation from 

the mainstream of Zionist activity, which the community 

in Durban no doubt sometimes felt. The first of such 

visitors in this period was Mr Robert Briscoe, the only 

Jewish member of the Dail and the chairman of the New 

Zionist Organisation in Eire, who came to Durban in 

November 1939 on behalf of the organisation. 129 In 

December 1940, whilst passing through Durban, en r oute 

from Palestine on a fund rais i ng mission to the United 

States, Chief Rabbi Dr Isaac Herzog preached from the 

130 pulpit of the St. Andrew's Street Synagogue. Some 

months later, on his way back to Palestine, Rabbi Herzog 

and his wife once again visited Durban, and took time to 

128 
Has holo m, XXIV No.3 (November, 1945), 3 and 5. 

129 
The Natal Mercury , November 13, 1939, p.11. 

130 b Od 
I ~ ., December 20, 1940, p.13. 
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meet with prominent members of the local Jewish 

. 131 
communl.ty. 

Mr Leib Jaffe, the Managing Director of the Keren 

Haye s od in Jerusalem, who had visited Durban in the 

company of Dr Nahum Sokolow in 1934,132 after an 

interval of seven years paid a fleeting return visit to 

the City, whilst bound for Great Britain. Together with 

his travelling companions Mr and Mrs Theodor Kollek, 

Mr Jaffe had been invited by British Jewry to organise a 

campaign there. During the day that he spent in Durban, 

Mr Jaffe met with members of the community at the Marine 

Hot el and in the evening was entertained at the home of 

Rabbi and Mrs A.H. Freedman, where he conveyed greetings 

from Eretz Israe l . 133 

A visit of equally brief duration was that of 

Dr Bernard Joseph, Political Secretary to the Jewish 

Agency who visited Durban in June . 1941,134 where he 

addressed a small but representative audience at the 

135 residence of Mr and Mrs M. Wolpert. 

The visit of Mr Isaac Gruenbaum, a member of the 

World Executive of the Jewish Agency for Palestine, in 

131 I bid ., July 2, 1941, p.9. 

132see above p.239. 

133The Zioni s t Record , January 10, 1941, p.6. 

134The Natal Mercury , Jun e 25, 1941, p.13. 
135 

Hasholom , XVIII No. ll (July, 1941), 13. 
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136 September 1943, was fo llowed some weeks later by that 

of Dr Yehuda Kaufmann, the Di rector of the Cultural 

Department of the Vaad Leumi ( the National Council of 

I " ) 137 Pa estlnlan Jewry . All the functions arranged in 

Dr Kaufmann's honour, including a meeting with the 

Zion i st Youth Movement, a public lecture at the Jewish 

Club , and a number of drawin g room meetings in private 

homes, were well attended, and his addresses deeply 

, d h' d ' 138 lmpresse 1S au lences. 

Further Zionist vis i tors to Durban were those who 

came in connection with fund raising projects, which, 

despite the demands during t he war on the Jewish 

community's limited financial resources, continued to 

enjoy enormous support. 

The 1940 Ke r en Haye s od campaign was launched at a 

banquet at the Jewish Club on May 21st, by 

Dr Michael Traub, a member o f the Administration 

Committee of the Jewish Agency in Palestine and the former 

Director of the Ke r en Hayesod in Germany.139 The 

successful inauguration of t he campaign in Durban was 

followed by the launching o f the Women's Campaign, at 

which Dr Traub was supported by Mrs K. Gluckmann and 

136 
The Nat a L Me rcur y , Sep tember 11, 1943, p.6. 

137I b ' d 
1.- ., October 26, 194 3 , p. 4 . 

138Th Z ' , 
e 1.-on1.- s t Record , No ve mber 12, 1943, 0.14. 

139Ibid ., M 23 9 a y ,1 40, p . 19. 
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Mrs E. Hayman of Johannesburg, and by a Youth Reception, 

140 addressed by Dr Traub. During his brief stay in 

l ' , 141 d 
Durban Dr Traub also addressed a pub lC meetlng an 

' d f th C't 142 met with the German Jewish reSl ents 0 ely. 

A campaign on behalf of the Jewish National Fund 

was held in Durban in September 1941, following a 

reception at the Jewish Club in honour of 

Dr Alexander Goldstein, who had first come to South Africa 

to raise funds in 1924,143 and Mr Harry Levin, a former 

South African who was resident in palestine.
144 

All 

sections of the community were afforded an opportunity 

to meet with the visitors who attended a number of 

f t ' d ' th t' th t th t ' D b 145 unc lons urlng e lme a ey spen ln ur an. 

Dr Goldstein returned to the Union in 1942, in order 

to conduct the Victory Kere n Hayes od Campaign. In 

launching this campaign in Boksburg, Benoni and Brakpan 

Dr Goldstein was supported by Mr A. Goldberg M.P. of 

146 
Durban. At the banquet to inaugurate the campaign 

in Durban the principal address was delivered by 

Dr Colin Steyn, the Union Minister of Justice, who 

140 bOd 3 I ~ ., May 0, 1940, p.14. 

141 
The NataL Mercury, May 24, 1940, p.5. 

14~ 
HashoLom, XVII No.10 (June, 1940), 19-20. 

143see above p .103. 

144The Zionist Record , S t mb 12 94 ep e er , 1 1, p.l1. 

145 Ibi d . , and September 17, 1941, p.17. 

146 I bi d ., May 21, 1942, p. 17. 
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declared that the Jewish claim to Palestine was 

unanswerable and that the Atlantic Charter could not be 

brought into operation until justice had been done to 

. .. t 147 the Z10n1s cause. . His speech was followed by those 

of Dr Goldstein and Mr Gershon Agronsky, the Editor of 

The PaLestine Post, who were members of the Keren Hayesod 

delegation. The enthusiastic response of the community 

to the campaign resulted in an unprecedented high level 

. h d f . t . b t' 148 ln t e standar 0 1tS con r1 u 1ons. The Youth 

Campaign was opened by Mr Agronsky and Dr Goldstein
149 

and the Women's Campaign was launched at a function at 

which the guests of honour were Mr Agronsky and 

150 
Dr Deborah Katzen of Johannesburg. At the conclusion 

of the campaign Dr Goldstein returned to Durban once 

more before returning to Palestine and in a fortnight of 

intense Zionist activity addressed a number of meetings. 151 

The J.N.F. Land for Victory Campaign, held in 

Durban in August 1943, opened with a Youth Drive launched 

by Mr N. Kirschner, the Chairman of the Executive of the 

Zionist Federation and Mr N. Lourie, the Manhig of 

H b 
. 152 

a on~m. Mr N. Kirschner also spoke at the campaign's 

147The NataZ Mercury, July 13, 1942, p.7. 

148The Zionist Record, July 17, 1942, p.6. 

149 Ibid . 

150 
HashoZom, XX No.12 (August, 1942), 11. 

lSl Th Z· . 
e ~on~st Record, December 18, 1942, pp.9-10. 

152 
HashoZom, XXII No.2 (October, 1943), 13. 



inauguration at the Jewish Club, where the principal 

speaker was Senator the Hon. A.M. Conroy, the Union 

d . t ' 153 Minister of Lands an Irrlga lone 

Mr Joshua Leibner of Ain Hashofet, 

Miss Nadia Zvi Yehuda of Nahalal in Palestine and 

Mr Israel Dunsky, the National Director of the Ke ren 

Haye s od , visited Durban in August 1944 to launch the 

Freedom Keren Hayesod Campaign at a reception at the 

Jewish Club. All sections of the community had the 

579 

opportunity to meet with the visitors from Palestine and 

within a very short space of time the amount raised in 

154 
the 1942 Keren Hayesod campaign had been surpassed. 

Fund raising took place against a background of 

steadily hightening tension in Palestine. Jabotinsky's 

decision, in 1940, to suspend activities against the 

British for the duration of the war precipitated a split 

in the ranks of the Irgun and resulted in the creation 

of Lehi, (The Fighters For the Freedom of Israel) headed 

by Abraham Stern. The Stern Gang refused to stop the 

fight against the Mandatory Government and continued to 

carry out acts of terror on a small scale. After the 

shooting of Stern in 1942, and the arrest of many of his 

followers, Lehi was relatively inactive 155 until the 

murder of Lord Moyne, the British Resident Minister in 

153The NataZ Me r cu r y , August 18, 1943, p.6. 

154The Zi oni s t Record , September 8, 1944, pp.7 and 19. 

155 0 h . 
n Le ~ see Walter Laqueur, A Hi s to r y o f Zioni s m , 

(New York), 1976, pp.376-378. 
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Egyptin 1944, by two Lehi figh ters, again thrust the 

, , 't ' 156 organlsatlon In 0 promlnence . 

In early 1944 the Irgun Zvai Leumi , under the 

command of Menachem Begin, resumed its attacks on the 

British, who had continued t o enforce the White Paper 

policy in Palestine, notwithstanding growing reports of 

the murder of millions of Europe's Jews by the Nazis. 

Frequent clashes between the British authorities and the 

Irgun occurred,157 and more than 200 Irgun fighters were 

arrested by the British and placed in detention outside 

I t ' 158 Pa es lne. 

World-wide Jewi sh oppos ition t o the White Paper was 

shared by South African Jewr y. On March 21, 1943, a 

Plebiscite of South African Jewry on Palestine was 

launched by the South African Zionist Federation, "to 

give clear and irrefutable proof t hat the Jewish masses 

stand foursquare behind Palest ine, and to record the 

demands which every Jew and J ewess makes in regard to 

palestine."159 In connection with the Palestine 

Plebiscite a mass meeting was held under the auspices of 

the Natal Zionist Council in t he Theat r e Royal , on 

156 b'd 5 I ~ ., pp. 42 and 556., The Natal Me r cu ry, 

157 

November 7, 1944, p.5. , November 8, 1944, p.5. 
November 9, 1944, p.5., January 12, 1945, p.6. 

Walter Laqueur, pp. 556-558 . , The Natal Mercu r y , 
February 17, 1944, p.5., March 25, 1944, p.7., 
March 27, 1944, p.6., April 3, 1944, p.5., 
April 11, 1944, p.5., October 6, 1944, p.4. 

158 b ' d I ~ ., October 20, 194 4 , p.5. 

159 Th z ' , e ~on~st Record , March 19, 1943, p.3. 
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March 21, 1943. In their addresses Dr N. Smith, 

Rabbi A.H. Freedman, Mr H. Moss-Morris and 

Mr J. Alexander, the Secretary of the South African 

Zionist Federation, called for the abrogation of the 

White Paper and the removal of its restrictions and the 

establishment of Palestine as a Jewish Commonwealth 

160 
after the war. Durban Jewry shared in the bitterness 

and disappointment which followed the enforcement of the 

White Paper ban on all further Jewish immigration after 

April 1944. It showed great understanding for the sense 

of frustration and helplessness which pervaded 

Palestinian Jewry who were prevented from aiding their 

needy co-religionists. Nevertheless, it officially 

carne out strongly in opposition to the violence that 

erupted in Palestine, in consequence of Britain's 

M d t P l ' 161 an a ory 0 lCY. 

To keep South African Zionists abreast of 

developments in Palestine, and to maintain widescale 

support for the Zionist cause, the Zionist Federation 

held an Enlightenment Drive in October 1944. In 

connection with the Drive, Rabbi Prof. Israel Abrahams, 

of the Gardens Synagogue in Cape Town, visited Durban 

and Pietermaritzburg and addressed the communities of 

th t 't' 162 e wo Cl leSe 

160 . 
T~e ~atal Mercury , March 22, 1943, p.6., The 
Z~ on~st Record , March 26, 1943, p.5. 

161 
Hasholom , XXII No.8 (April, 1944), 1-2. 

162Th Z · . 
e ~on~st Record, November 17, 1944, p.7. 
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A further Enlightenment Drive, organised by the 

Information and Organisation Department of the Zionist 

Federation, was inaugurated at the Met ro Theatre, 

Johannesburg, on April 15, 1945, by Mr H.M. Bloch and 

163 
the Durban Zionist, Mr A. Goldberg M.P. In Durban a 

mass meeting was held in the The a t r e RoyaZ on 

April 29, at which Rabbi Prof. L . Rabinowitz, the Chief 

Minister of the United Hebrew Congregation, in 

Johannesburg, delivered an address entitled " On The 

164 
Crossroads." 

Confidence in Palestine and in its future was 

reflected in the support shown Mr A. Kaplan and his 

Ussishkin Memorial Fund Sub-Committee, which was 

appointed by the Zionist Council for Natal to solicit 

contributions to help fulfil South African Jewry's 

undertaking to erect the Jewish National Assembly 

165 
Building in Jerusalem. 

Large sums of money were also invested by local 

Jews in the Africa Palestine Utility Corporation Ltd. 

After a brief visit to Durban by Mr J. Gering of the 

Zionist Federation between £28-30,000 worth of shares in 

the Ut ility Corporation and about £10,000 in other 

Palestinian companies were taken up in Durban. 166 The 

163I b ' d ' 1 ~ ., Aprl 20, 1945, p.11. 

164 
Has ho Zom, XXIII No.10 (June, 1945), 46-48. 

165 Th Z ' , 
e ~o n ~ s t Record , February 2, 1945, p.19. 

166 , 
Mlnutes of Meeting of Natal Zionist Council,Held 
on Monday, 19th March, 1945, at 5 pm in the 
Maon, p.1. 



final total of shares taken up in the Utility 

Corporation and other Palestinian companies by Durban 

167 Jewry reached almost £50,000. Sufficient support 

for the Africa Palestine Utility Corporation Ltd., in 

fact entitled Durban shareholders to nominate two men 
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for election to the Company's Board of Directors, and 

those nominated were Messrs I. Geshen and P. Frame. 168 

With the resumption of peace in Europe and the Far 

East the issue of Palestine came to attract even wider 

attention, and necessitated even greater moral and 

financial support from Jewry than that which had been 

displayed during World War II. 

167 . 
Mlnutes of Meeting of Natal Zionist Council, Held 
on Monday, 23rd April, 1945 at 5 pm at the 
Zionist Youth Maon , p.1. 

168 . 
Mlnutes of Meeting of Natal Zionist Council,Held 
on Monday, 28th May, 1945 at 5 pm at the 
Zionist Youth Maon , p.1. 
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CHAPTER XXIX 

THE COUNCIL OF NATAL JEWRY 1939 - 1945 

The outbreak of war in Europe opened up additional 

avenues of work for the Council of Natal Jewry, which 

through a multifarious programme of activities, kept in 

touch with all aspects of community life. 

The Council and its affiliated bodies gave 
, 

unstinting support to the country's war effort, ~nd took 

pride in the public spiritedness of the Jewish 

community's young men, who volunteered for service. 1 

The Statistical and Propaganda Sub-Committee of the 

Council fought rather successfully to counter any 

t · · f J . h I It d t ' t' 2 ques lon1ng 0 eW1S oya y an pa r10 1sm. The 

Council's German Refugee Sub-Committee continued to extend 

assistance to those Jews for t unate enough to have 

escaped Nazi Europe and to h ave found refuge in Durban. 3 

The War Emergency Sub-Committee, as its name suggests, 

1 

2 

3 

Ha s holom Ro s h Hashonah Annual , XXI No.1 
(September, 1942), 65. 

Report of Statistical Committee of the Council of 
Natal Jewr~ to be submitted to the Annual General 
Meeting of the Counci l , t o be held at the Durban 
Jewish Club, on Sunday, 17th March, 1940. 

Ha s holom Rosh Hashonah Annual , XVIII No.1 
(September, 1940), 45. 
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dealt with any emergencies caused by the eruption of 

war,4 and the Active Services Relief Committee assisted 

5 
those on active service and their dependants. 

During 1941 and 1942 the number of Jewish refugees 

passing through Durban rose considerably, on account of 

the fighting in the Far East, and its resultant 

voluntary and forced evacuation of communities. To 

cater for the needs of these people, many of whom were 

destitute, a sub-committee was set up and, under the 

direction of Messrs N. Hertz, M. Freed and H. Zulman, 

all possible relief was extended by the community through 

6 
the Council to these unfortunate people. 

The Council also took direct responsibility for 

launching and conducting the campaigns held in Natal in 

connection with the United South African Jewish War 

Appeal, which was launched by the South African Jewish 

Board of Deputies and the South African Zionist 

Federation in November, 1940. The drives on behalf of 

the Appeal, which were conducted in Natal under the 

Council's auspices, benefitted Jewish servicemen and 

their dependants in the Union, assisted Jewish refugees 

abroad and aided the war effort in Palestine and the 

4Ibid . 

5The South African Jewish Board of Deputies Report 
of the Executive Council for the period 
June 1st, 1940 to July 31st 1942. To be submitted 
to the Fourteenth Congress, at Johannesburg, 
August 2nd and 3rd, 1942, p.34. 

6Ibid ., and Hashalam Rash Hashanah Annual , XIX No.1 
(September, 1941), 47. 
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dependants of Jewish soldiers living there.
7 

When the extent of Nazi anti-Semitism began to 

become known and the full horrors of Hitler's policy of 

Jewish extermination were first learnt, world Jewry 

united in mourning its martyred European co-religionists 

and to pray for the deliverance of those within the death 

camps. As the community's authoritative mouthpiece the 

Council organised the activities in Durban in connection 

with the Jewish National Day of Mourning for European 

Jewry, which were held in 1942,8 1943 9 and 1945. 10 

By 1944, the tide of the war had turned in favour 

of the Allies and a Soldier's Guidance Committee, later 

known as the Soldier's Assistance Committee,came to be 

set up under the chairmanship of Mr M. Freed. It dealt 

with the rehabilitation of and the dispensing of 

financial assistance to Jewish ex-servicemen and their 

dependants where necessary,and maintained a register 

to facilitate employment of returned soldiers. ll 

Under the auspices of the Council a branch of the 

Relatives Information Service, chaired by Mr M. Ehrlich, 

was also established in Durban in 1944. Lists of 

7Ibid ., XIX No.1 (September, 1941), 47., Ibid., 
No.1 (September, 1943), 55., Ibid., XXIV No.1 
(September, 1945), 45. 

8 
The NataZ Mercury, December 23, 1942, p.6. 

9Ibi d ., December 7, 1943, p.4. 

10 bOd I ~ ., March 13, 1945, p.4. 

11 
Ha s hoZom , XXII No.l1 (July, 1944), 19. 

XX 



survivors were made available for inspection at the 

offices of the Council of Natal Jewry, where names of 

lost families were also recorded for transmission to 

the International Red cross.1
2 
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The Council can thus be clearly seen to have in fact 

developed the necessary machinery to deal with t:he 

prob l ems created by the war, problems which it had met 

with a great measure of ef f iciency. 

Matters related to the war did not,however, 

overshadow the Council's rout i ne work and it continued 

to fulfill a vital role within the local and wider Jewish 

community. 

At the request of the Committee of the Durban United 

Ta l mud Tor ah, the Council of Natal Jewry appointed a 

committee to enquire i nto Hebrew and religious education 

in Durban, especially as it a f fected or was affected by 

the Durban United Talmud Torah , 13 and its detailed report 

was published in November, 19 3 9. 14 

The Council's Mes hullochim Sub-Committee continued 

to control the collection and distribution of funds for 

12 I bid ., and Ibid ., XXII I No.7 (March, 1945), 1-2. 
13 

Ha s ho lom Rosh Ha s hanah Annual , XVIII No.1 
(September, 1940 ) , 45. 

14see details of the r e port , pp.320-325 above. 
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15 
the maintenance of religious institutions abroad, and 

its Statistical or Propaganda Committee worked to stifle 

f t " S " t" 16 any manifestations 0 an 1- em1 1sm. In 1940 a Legal 

Sub-Committee was set up by the Council to deal with the 

problems arising out of legislation proposed by the 

17 
Provisional Council and the Government, such as the 

Provi ncial Education Ordinance, which dealt with 

1 "" "t t" " h 1 18 re 1910US 1ns ruc 10n 1n sc 00 s. 

An undertaking by the Council of considerable 

sign i ficance was the" survey which it conducted within 

the community in 1940. The importance of this survey 

lies in the fact that it recorded information about the 

community unobtainable from any other source and therefore 

affords us a unique, clear and detailed picture of the 

15 

16 

17 

The South African Jewish Board of Deputies. 
Report of the Executive Council for the period 
June 1st, 1397, to May 31st, 1940. To be 
submitted to the Thirteenth Congress, at 
Johannesburg, May 31st to June 2nd, 1940, p.54., 
Ibid., for the period June 1st 1940 to 
July 31st 1942. To be submitted to the 
Fourteenth Congress, at Johannesburg, August 2nd 
and 3rd, 1942, p.35., Ibid ., for the period 
August, 1942 to May 1945. To be submitted to 
the Fifteenth Congress, at Johannesburg, 
May 24th to 27th, 1945, p.35. 

Report of the Statistical Committee of the Council 
of Natal Jewr~ to be submitted to the Annual 
General Meeting of the Council,at the Durban 
Jewish Club, on 17th March, 1940, p.l. 

Has hoZom Ros h Hash onah AnnuaZ , XVIII No.1 
(September, 1940), 45. 

18 " 
The South Afr1can Jewish Board of Deputies Report 
of the Executive Council for the period _ 
August 1942 to May 1945. To be submitted to the 
Fifteenth Congress, at Johannesburg. 
May 24th to 27th, 1945, p.35. 
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community at this time. 

To obtain the necessary inforrna~ion enumerators 

called upon all the known Jewish families in the City 

and its suburbs. In order to include as many Jewish 

residents of Durban as possible, a list of families was 

compiled from the registers of the Council of Natal 

Jewry, the Durban United Hebrew Congregation, the Durban 

Women's Zionist League, the Jewish Benevolent Society 

and the Hebrew Order of David. The number of Jews 

enumerated for the survey totalled 2,495 (1,280 males and 

1215 females) and since the 1936 official census had 

indicated the Jewish population of Durban to be 2,776, 

and the number had clearly grown since that census, it 

was assumed that those Jews who were excluded from the 

Council's survey were those who were in no way connected 

with Jewish life or with any Jewish institutions. The 

survey was nevertheless, considered by the Council to be 

a true picture of the whole Durban Jewish population. 19 

When those families enumerated were broken into age 

groups it was revealed that there was a preponderence of 

the central ages. 

19 
Survey of Durban Jewry as 
Natal Jewry, 1940, p.l. 
Council of Natal Jewry . 

taken by the Council of 
In the Archives of the 
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o - 9 years 316 

10 - 19 407 

20 - 29 395 

30 - 39 494 

40 - 49 376 

50 - 59 262 

60 - 69 181 

70 - 79 55 

80 - 89 9
20 

Like a similar survey conducted amongst Johannesburg 

Jewry, the survey of the Jewish community of Durban did 

not follow the usual pattern in which the largest age 

group was that containing the youngest sections, with 

each successive section becoming smaller. This fact 

was attributed to the falling birth rate and almost total 

cessation of Jewish immigration to the Union. 

A special abnormality in the age composition of 

Durban Jewry was the small number of people in the 

20-29 age group,in relation to the age groups immediately 

above and below. This was in part explained by the 

tendency of some of the young men who, upon entering 

economic life, left Durban for larger cities and the 

possible tendency of certain women in this age group to 

leave for other centres where their prospects for 

marriage were brighter. The fact that a number of 

young men on active service belonging to this age group 

may not have been traced by the enumerators was also 

20 Ib id . 
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considered partly accountable for this situation.
21 

What the compilers of the survey did not, apparently, 

consider was that those whom they were unable to trace 

when enumerating the members of the Jewish community 

because of their total uninvolvement with organised 

Jewish life, might have been from amongst those who fell 

into this age group. The reluctance of certain of the 

young adults of the community to tangibly identify with 

communal life is still known to be a worrying phenomenon. 

The survey revealed that the largest individual 

group was between the ages of 30-40, which constituted 

21% of the total Jewish population. 40% Of the total 

popul ation were found to be under 30 years of age and 

22 
56% were over 30 years of age. 

Further data revealed by the survey indicated that 

52% of the male population and 58% of the female 

population was born in South Africa. A breakdown of 

the total population into their place of birth revealed 

that: 

55 % was South African born 

14~% was British born 

25 % was East European bo"rn 

5~% was German born 

2%% was born in the British Commonwealth, 

excluding South Africa. 23 

21 Ibid . 

22 bOd I 1, ., 

23 Ibid. 

p. 2 • 
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The greatest part of the Durban Jewish community 

was thus South African born. T~e largest group of those 

born in Eastern Europe were between the ages of 30 and 50, 

this being due to the large scale East European 

immigration to the Union in the earlier part of the 

century. Those who originated from Germany were 

generally part of the influx of German Jews after 1936.
24 

Of the population over 40 years of age 

13% were born in South Africa 

27% were British born 

48% were East European born 

8% were German born 

4% were born in the British Commonwealth, 

excluding the Union. 

Of the population between the ages of 30 and 40 

60% were born in South Africa 

9% were British born 

20% were East European born 

9% were German born 

2% were born in the British Commonwealth, 

excluding the Union. 

Of the population under 30 years of age 

86% were born in South Africa 

2% were British born 

8% were East European born 

3% were Ge rman bo rn 

1% were born in the British Commonwealth 

24 Ibid ., p.3. 
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h 
. 25 

excluding t e Unlon. 

From the survey it becomes apparent that as the age 

group becomes younger a greater percentage of the 

community was found to be South African born, indicating 

that immigration by people under the age of 30 was scant 

indeed. 

Of the total Jewish population of Durban 45% were 

born in other countries. Of those born in Eastern 

Europe the survey indicated the following years of 

residence in the Union. 

1 - 6 years of residence 2% 

6 - 10 8% 

10 - 20 25% 

20 - 30 26% 

30 - 40 20% 

40 and over 19% 26 
years 

From this table it can be seen that 65% of East 

European Jews had resided in South Africa for more than 

20 years, whilst 39% had entered the Union before the 

First World War. The number of Jews from Eastern 

Europe who had entered the community in the 6 years 

preceding the survey was small indeed, principally as 

the result of the Union's strict immigration policy. 

In contrast to the figures concerning East European 

Jewry the number of German Jews who had entered the 

25 Ibid . 

26 I bid • 



594 

country from 1934 onwards was particularly high, as 

revealed by the following table. 

1 - 6 years of residence 73 % 

6 - 10 years 21 % 

10 - 20 years 2~% 

20 years and over 3~%27 

Thus 94% of all German Jews in Durban had immigrated 

to South Africa from the time of Hitler's advent to 

power. Of the English born section of the Jewish 

population, which comprised 12% of the total community, 

86% had been resident in the Union for more than 

28 
20 years. 

From all this data the assumption was made that 

immigration of ~ews from Eastern Eruope and from Britain 

and the Commonwealth had been very small indeed, the 

greater majority of immigrants being of German origin 

who had come to South Africa from 1930 onwards and in 

. 29 
particular after 1934. 

The survey's findings also indicated the civil 

status of the Jewish population, which, when broken down, 

revealed that: 

27I bid . 

28 Ibid . 

29Ibid . 



Of the male population over the age of 19 years 

62% were married 

34% were never married 

3% were widowed 

1% were divorced 
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Of the female population over the age of 19 years 

67% were married 

21% were never married 

11% were widowed 

1% d ' d30 were lvorce 

The community thus included a greater number of 

bachelors than spinsters, and this was found to be 

particularly true in the older groups. It was similarly 

observed that there were more widows than widowers. 

This was attributed to the fact that the average duration 

of life of males was shorter and that widowers tend to 

marry more frequently than widows.
31 

Of the total Jewish population of Durban the 

following information regarding their home language 

emerged from the findings of the survey. 

30Ib id . 

31 Ibid . 



75% claimed English as their home language 

6.3% claimed Yiddish as their home language 

6.5% claimed Yiddish and English as their home 

languages 

1.6% claimed German as their home language 

.25% claimed Hebrew and English as their home 
32 

languages 

Among foreign born members of the community the 

survey uncovered the following information regarding 

their naturalisation: 

596 

60% of all foreign born residents were naturalised 

19.3% were unstated 

20.7% were not naturalised. 

The bulk of those who indicated that they were not 

naturalised were mostly those of German birth, who were 

recently arrived in the country.33 

When inquiring about the occupations followed by 

the members of the community the enumerators defined 

commerce as including all those engaged in clerical and 

administrative work in ,business, financiers, directors, 

salesmen, travellers and agents. Those under 

professions included accountants, lawyers, teachers and 

pharmacists and artisans included all those engaged in 

manual labour, mechanics, sheet metal workers and tailors. 

32 Ib id . 

33 Ibid . 
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Among the males aged 15-19 years 

Scholars 141 in number comprised 71% of the total group 

Students 16 in number comprised 9~% of the total group 

Commerce 15 in number comprised 7% of the total group 

Apprentices 5 in number comprised .7% of the total group 

Unstated 11 in number comprised 6.2% of the total group 

Among the females aged 15-19 years 

Scholars 108 in number comprised 57% of the total group 

Students 19 in number comprised 10% of the total group 

Commerce 46 in number comprised 25.5% of the total group 

Housewives 4 in number comprised 2.5% of the total group 

Unspecified 9 in number comprised 5% of the total group 

In comparing the two tables the percentage of males 

in commerce is seen to be heavily out·weighed by their 

female counterparts, whilst the percentage of male 

scholars is seen to be far greater than that of females. 

This was explained by the fact that many more young men 

than young women had joined the armed forces and by the 

possibility that more young girls than boys left school 

before matriculating and took up business careers at a 

younger age than boys. 

Commerce 

Scholars 

34 Ib i d . 

35 Ibid . 

7% 

71% 

Girls 

25.5% 
57%35 

34 
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Among the adult male group i.e. over 19 years of age 

Number 
percentase of 

Occupation the total sroup 

Commerce 487 54.8 

Tearoom Proprietors 22 2 

Hotel Proprietors 18 2 

Medical 33 3.7 

Other Professions 89 10 

Artisans 67 7.5 

Civil Servants 11 1.2 

Manufacturers 34 3.7 

Students 14 1.6 

Ministers 5 .5 

unstated 53 5.9 

Retired or Independent 60 6.7 

Among the acult female group i.e. over 19 years of age 

Occupation Number 
Percentase of 

the total sroup 

Commerce 251 29 

Professions 14 2 

Housewives 518 59 

unstated 82 9.5 

Retired 8 .536 

Only 3 women gave nursing as their profession, a 

low figure peculiar to all Jewish communities. 

Amongst those of both sexes over 19 years of age 

the dominant professional occupation was clearly 

37 
commerce. 

36 I bi d . 

37 I bid . 
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Following upon the creation of a vocational 

Guidance Bureau by the Board of Deputies in Johannesburg, 

and the establishment of a similar body in Cape Town the 

Council of Natal Jewry formed a special committee, under 

the chairmanship of Mr S. Moshal, for the purpose of 

assisting parents and children of school leaving age who 

wished to seek advice, assistance and guidance in 

38 
vocational matters. The members of the committee 

were Dr A. Broomberg, Messrs N.E. Abrahams, M. Freed, 

P. Frame, I. Geshen, H.M. Hart, A. Levine, M. Meyerowitz, 

39 
H.A. Smith, H. Zulman and Rabbi A.H. Freedman. 

In 1942 the Statistical and Propaganda Committee of 

the Council was renamed the Public Relations committee.
40 

The Committee formed a number of sub-committees which 

dealt with various aspects of communal life. 

A Spiritual Sub-Committee, which later became part 

of the Communal Relations sub-committee,41 was created 

in August 1943, to encourage the reawakening of Jewish 

38The Zioni s t Record , Feb ruary 28, 1941, p.13. 

39 Ha s hoZom Ros h Hashonah Annu~Z ,XIX No.1 
(September, 1941), 47. 

40 The South African Jewi s h Board of Deputies Report 
of the Executive Council for the period August 1942 
to May, 1945. To be submitted to the Fifteenth 
Congress at Johannesburg , May 24th to 27th, 1945, 
p.35. 

41 . 
Mlnutes of Public Re l at i ons Committee Meeting 
No.10, Held at the residence of Mr S. Moshal, 
60 Sir Arthur Road, o n Sun day, 10th October, 1943, 
at 8.15 pm., p.l. 



600 

42 
life in Durban in particular and Natal in general. 

To increase synagogue attendance and to stimulate 

greater Jewish awareness a programme was drawn up by the 

sub-committee which called for a regular pastoral letter 

from the Rabbi, a serie? of sermons on the Bible, prayer 

book and ritual, and the enhancement of services by the 

introduction of ~ uniform prayer book, the frequent 

announcement of page numbers, prayers in English and the 

creation of a choir. Tentative plans were also laid 

for reaching the men, women and children of the 

community through the various organisations to which 

they would be affiliated, to encourage their greater 

attenda.nce and increased participation in Synagogue 

services.
43 

This programme was implemented by the 

Communal Relations Sub-Committee. 44 

An Economic Sub-Committee of the Public Relations 

Committee was inaugurated in September, 1943, chaired by 

Mr C. Sternberg, to prepare for the post-war economic 

problems, which it was realised would inevitably affect 

42 . 
Mlnutes of Spiritual Sub-Committee of the Public 
Relations Committee, Held at the offices of the 
C.N.J., 601 Payne's Building, West Street, Durban, 
on Tuesday, 31st August, 1943, at 5 pm., p.1. 

43 bOd I 1, ., pp.2-4. 

44 . 
Mlnutes of Public Relations Committee Meeting No.10, 
Held at the residence of Mr S. Moshal, 
60 Sir Arthur Road, on Sunday, 10th October, 1943, 
at 8.15 pm., pp.1-2. 
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local Jewry. 
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The functions of the old Statistical Committee, as 

regards anti-Semitic propaganda and the promoting where 

possible of good relations between Jews and non-Jews 

were taken over by the Political Sub-Committee of the 

Public Relations Committee, which concentrated on actual 

46 
happenings rather than theory. It was principally 

concerned with the widescale distribution of literature 

which sought to counteract anti-Semitic influences and 

, "1' h 47 to put the Jews ln a posltlve 19 t. 

One of the matters which came before the Political 

Sub-Committee was the suggestion from the local Communist 

Party to Mr A. Goldberg M.P., that a joint committee be 

formed to fight anti-Semitism. In this particular case 

the Committee decided to drop the matter as the 

45 , f h Mlnutes 0 t e Inaugural Meeting of the Economic 
Committee of the Public Relations Committee of the 
Council of Natal Jewry, Held at the offices of the 
Council, 601 Payne's Building, on Thursday, 
9th September, 1943, p.l. 

46Minutes of Public Relations Committee Meeting 
No.10,Held at the residence of Mr S. Moshal, 
60 Sir Arthur Road, on Sunday, lOth October, 1943, 
at 8.15 pm., p.2. 

47 , 
Mlnutes of Public Relations Committee Meeting 
No.18,Held at the residence of Mr and Mrs S. Moshal, 
60 Sir Arthur Road on Tuesday, 5th October, 1944, 
at 8 pm, pp.1-2., and Minutes of the Public 
Relations Committee No.19,Held at the residence of 
Mr and Mrs S. Moshal, 60 Sir Arthur Road, Durban, 
on Sunday, 19th November, 1944, at 8.15 pm., 
pp. 1-3. 
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suggestion had been made to an individual member of the 

I 'If 48 Council and not to the Council of Nata Jewry ~tse . 

What did cause the sub-Committee some concern, 

however, was the action of certain Jewish persons with 

leftist leanings who had convened a meeting to form a 

" mb t t' S 't' 49 committee and organ~sat~on to co a an ~- em~ ~sm. 

This Jewish People's Committee, in conjunction with the 

Communist Party, sent invitations to the President of 

the Council of Natal Jewry, the Union of Jewish Women, 

the Club Culture Section and the Hebrew Order of David 

to attend a meeting on February 22, 1944, to establish 

their proposed organisation. The Council's President, 

Mr I. Geshen, met with leading members of the Jewish 

People's Committee and explained that the Committee's 

platform was identical to that of the CNJ. The members 

of the Jewish People's Committee rejected this notion 

believing that they had contacts not available to the 

Council. Ultimately the Council of Natal Jewry decided 

not to recognise this Committee or to be represented at 

the meeting, and all its constituent members acted 

likewise. SO 

48Minutes of Public Relations Committee Meeting No.ll, 
Held at the residence of Mr and Mrs S. Moshal, 
60 Sir Arthur Road, Durban, on Sunday, 
19th December, 1943, at 8.15 pm., p.l. 

49 Ibid . 

SOM' 
~nutes of Public Relations Committee Meeting No.12, 

Held at the residence of Mr and Mrs S. Moshal, 
60 Sir Arthur Road, Durban, on Sunday, 
20th February, 1944, at 8 pm., pp.l and 2. 
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In 1944 the Public Relation's Committee formed a 

sub-committee which was known as the Actions Committee. 

This sub-committee was created to put into effect the 

recommendations made by the main committee, after it had 

d l
' 51 

decide on po lCY matters. 

As the premier organisation of the Jewish 

community the Council had the honour of entertaining 

Rabbi Herzog, the Chief Rabbi of Palestine,and the 

Rev. Yesorsky, Jewish Chaplain to the 2nd Division, 

during their visit to Durban.
52 

In October 1941 it 

entertained Rabbi M.C. Weiler, the Chairman of the South 

f 'd f th b ' , 53 Th C ' 1 A rican Frlen s 0 e He rew Unlverslty. e ounCl 

also convened a number of public meetings, including one 

on June 24, 1941, addressed by the Rev. A.W. Eaton, the 

Secretary of the Society of Jews and Christians, and 

Mr G. Saron, the General Secretary of the South African 

Jewish Board of Deputies.
54 

At subsequent meetings 

under its auspices the guest speakers included 

Mr G. Lazarus, the Chairman of the Board of Deputies,55 

51The South African Jewish Board of Deputies Report 
of the Executive Council for the period August 1942 
to May 1945. To be submitted to the Fifteenth 
Congress at Johannesburg, May 24th to 27th, 1945, 
p.35. 

52 
Hasho l om Ros h Ha s honah Annual , XIX No.1 
(September, 1941), 47. 

53The Zi onis t Re c or d , October 31, 1941, p.16. 

54
The Natal Me r cur y , June 23, 1941, p.8., 
Has hol om, XVIII No.ll (July, 1941), 15. 

55 b ' d I & ., XIX No.7 (March, 1942), 11. 

and 
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56 
and Messrs A. Goldberg M.P. and G. Sarona In 

July 1944, upon the departure of Rabbi Freedman for 

Palestine, an informal reception was held under the 

Council's auspices,57 and in July 1945 the Council held 

a banquet at the Jewish Club in honour of 

Mr B.A. Ettlinger, the President of the Board of Deputies, 

and Mr S. Kuper, the Board's Chairman.
58 In conjunction 

with the Zionist Council it arranged a memorial meeting 

for Brigadier F. Kisch, who was killed in action,59 

it co-organised a meeting addressed by Mr Isaac Grunbaum, 

a member of the World Executive of the Jewish Agency in 

palestine60 and co-arranged a function to mark the 70th 

birthday of Dr C. weizmann.
61 

In keeping with its mandate to serve and represent 

the Jewish residents of the entire Province of Natal, the 

Council maintained contact with country communities 

through an annual tour, first started in 1937, and 

generally conducted by the Rabbi and some senior members 

of the Council.
62 

Further contact was kept with the 

Jews of the country districts through a pastoral letter 

56 bOd I ~ ., XXIII No.ll (July, 1945), 35. 

57 The Zi onis t Re c ord , July 23, 1944, p.23. 

58 
Has ho lo m, XXIII No.12 (August, 1945), 3. 

59 The Zi onist Record , May 21, 1943, p.17. 

60The Na tal Me r cur y , September 11, 1943, p.6. 

61 The Zi oni st Re cord , December 15, 1944, p.20. 

62 
Has ho lo m Ro s h Hashonah Annual , XVIII No.1 
(September, 1940), 45., I bid ., XIX No.1 
(September, 1941), 47. 
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which Rabbi Freedman sent out prior to each Jewish 

festival~3 and through an arrangement which the Council 

made with the Jewish Club to circulate Hasholom to 

64 
non-members of the Club throughout Natal. 

With the imposition of black-out regulations and 

petrol restrictions contact with the far flung Jewish 

residents of the Province, although maintained throughout 

the war, were not to the entire satisfaction of the 

Council, which would have preferred even more frequent 

visits to the country districts by its representatives.
65 

In its capacity as the local committee of the South 

African Jewish Board of Deputies, the Council of Natal 

Jewry was represented at the Provincial Conference of the 

Cape Committee of the Jewish Board of Deputies in 

66 
January 1940, at several inter-Provincial Conferences 

67 of the Board held in Johannesburg and at the three 

biennial Congresses which the Board held during the war. 68 

By 1944 the Council had come to realise that 

63 bOd I ~ ., XVIII No.1 (September, 1940), 45. 

64 
Hasholom, XVIII No.3 (November, 1940), 14., Ib i d., 
XIX No.3 (November, 1941), 10. 

65 
Hasho l om Rosh Has honah Annua l , XXIV No.1 
(September, 1945), 45. 

66Th zo ° e ~on ~ st Record , January 12, 1940, p.ll. 

67 

68 

Ha s holom Ros h Has honah Annual , XVIII No.1 
(September, 1940), 45., I bid ., XXII No.1 
(September, 1943), 55. 

Ha sholom, XVII No.10 (June, 1940), 17., Has ho lom 
Ros h Has honah Annual , XXI No.1 (September, 1942), 
65., Ha s holom , XXIII No.10 (June, 1945), 7. 



the scale and importance of its work necessitated the 

services of a full time Organising Secretary, to work 

with the voluntary officers and committee members.
69 

The Exeuctive aPPointed Mr B. Suttner as the first 
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1 . . t 70 incumbent to the post of Genera Organlslng Secre ary, 

and he took up his position in January 1945. 
71 

When the tide of the war turned against the Axis 

Powers, and the war was being brought to a successful 

conclusion by the Allies, the flow of immigrants to the 

Union, which had ceased during the war, was resumed. 

To aid those Jews who were amongst the new arrivals in 

the country the Immigration Committee of the Council of 

N t 1 J h · d b M N H t . d 72 d a a ewry, c alre yr. er z, was reVlve, an 

its steadily increasing workload indicated the return of 

a war weary world to a state of peace. 

69 Ib i d ., XXII No.ll (July, 1944), 21. 

70Minutes of Public Relations Committee Meeting No.18, 
Held at the residence of Mr and Mrs S. Moshal, 
60 Sir Arthur Road on Thursday, 5th October, 1944 
at 8 pm., p . 3 . 

71 
Ha s hoZom , XXIV No.1 (September, 1945), 43 and 45. 

72 I b id ., 45. 
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CHAPTER XXX 

AROUND THE ORGANISATIONS 1939 - 1945 

DURBAN UNITED TALMUD TORAH 

The improvements effected in Jewish education in 

Durban from the time of Mr Ernst's arrival in the City were 

already clearly discernable by the time that war erupted. 

The annual general meeting of the Durban United Talmud 

Torah held in November 1939, however, nevertheless 

revealed a disquieting state of affairs insofar as the 

general attitude of parents towards the Jewish upbringing 

of their children was concerned. Despite the efforts 
I 

made by the Committee to popularise the Ta l mud Torah 150 

children of school going age were still reported to be 

receiving no Jewish or religious education, a state of 

affairs attributed to parental inability to realise the 

importance of Jewish education. Amongst those who did 

send their children to the Talmud To ra h many in fact 

discontinued their sons Jewish education after his 

ba r mi t z vah , and with the absence of a ceremony corresponding 

to a barmi t z vah for girls most parents completely 

neglected the Hebrew education of their daughters. 1 

1 
Ha s ho l om , XVII No.6 (February , 1940), 21. 
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An indication of the progress which was being made 

at the Tal mud Tor ah was the Ch i ldren's Chanuka h Service, 

held in December, 1939, under the auspices of the Durban 

united Ta lmu d Torah and the Durban United Hebrew 

Congregation, at the St. Andrew's Street Synagogue. 

For the first time the service was conducted in its 

entirety by the pupils, who had acquired the necessary 

skills to lead the service at the children's services 

held each Shabbat morning under the auspices of the 

Ta lmu d Torah and the congregation.
2 

Extensive propaganda prior to the commencement of 

the school term in 1940 ensured a satisfactory 

enrollment of pupils in the kindergarten and afternoon 

3 
classes. The provision of transport facilities by the 

school management was, however, the principal factor 

which contributed to the increase in the number of 

kindergarten pupils, the registration for 1940 being, in 

4 fact, the highest on record. As the number of pupils 

in the kindergarten rose significantly after the 

authorities had provided transportation it would appear 

that the problem of the parents vi s-a-vi s the kindergarten 

lay not so much in parental disapproval of the school, 

but rather in the transportation of the children. 

Steady progress was also recorded in the afternoon 

2Th . . e Z~ on~ s t Reco r d , December 22, 1939, p.14. 

3 Has ho~om, XVII No.6 (February, 1940), 21. 

4 
Ea s hol om Ro s h Ha s honah Annual , XVIII No.1 
(September, 1940), 48. 
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classes, where the scope of the work was greatly 

extended to cater for the more than 100 pupils who 

5 attended the Talmud Torah. Satisfaction with the state 

of Hebrew education in Durban was expressed by 

Rabbi Zlotnik, the Director of the South African Board of 

Jewish Education, when he visited the City towards the 

end of October 1941, in order to inspect the kindergarten 

and to examine the classes of the Talmud Torah. 6 

-
In October,1941 Mr Ernst was appointed a Chaplain 

to the Union Forces and left Durban,7 Mr S. Stein being 

appointed the, headmaster in his absence.
8 

After serving 

in this capacity for a short while Mr Stein also joined 

9 up and was replaced in mid 1942 by Mr Y. Marshak. The 

progress made by the Talmud Torah was, however, maintained 

and plans were in fact laid during Mr Ernst's absence 

for the establishment of a Standard 1 of a daily ordinary 

Government school at the Talmud Torah. The proposed 

extension of the Talmud Torah was seen as a first step 

towards the creation of a school catering for all 

standards up to and including matriculation. A fully 

SIbid. 

6The Zionist Record, November 14, 1941, p.8. 

7 
Hasholom, XIX No.3 (November, 1941), 19. 

8Minutes of Co~nittee Meeting of the Durban United 
Talmud Torah, Held in the Durban Jewish Club on 
Thursday, 6th November, 1941 at 8.15 pm., p.l. 

9 . f Mlnutes 0 Committee Meeting of the Durban United 
Talmud Torah, Held in the St. Andrew's Street 
Synagogue Chambers, on Thursday, 16th April, 1942, 
at 8 pm., p.l. 
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qualified teacher, Mrs Emmett, was engaged to teach all 

, 10 
secular subjects taught In Government Schools a~d the 

Talm ud Tor ah was registered with the Natal Education 

Department as a day school. 
11 

The creation of a day school offered distinct 

advantages unattainable through afternoon classes in that 

it combined Hebrew and Jewish education with secular 

subjects within the school system, thereby sparing the 

child the burden and inconvenience of afternoon classes 

at the end of a day of regular school activity. Through 

classes held within the framework of the school more 

time could furthermore be devoted to Jewish subjects 

than was possible in the afternoon classes.
12 

The Standard 1 class commenced at the beginning of 

1943 school term, along with the kindergarten and 

afternoon classes which were unaffected by the 

developments within the Durban United Ta lmud Torah. At 

this stage, apart from Mr Marshak, the headmaster, the 

school staff consisted of Mrs Cotterell, Mrs B. Rubenstein, 

Mrs L. Bilchik, Mrs Emmett and Mr W. Stark who coached 

the boys for their barmitz vah . 13 

10Minutes of Committee Meeting of the Durban United 
Talmud Torah, Held in the St Andrew's Street 
Synagogue Chambers,on Thursday, 14th January, 1943, 
at 5.20 pm., p.l. 

11 
Hasho l om, XXI No.5 (January, 1943), 7., Ib id ., XXI 
(March, 1943), 1-2. 

12 b 'd I ~ ., XXI No.7 (March, 1943), 1-2. 

13 
Ha s hol om Ro s h Ha s honah Annua l, XXII No.1 
(September, 1943), 61. 
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With considerable opti mism the Committee of the 

Talmud Tor ah also made preparation for the setting up of 

a Standard II c l ass in 1944.
1 4 

This would seem to 

suggest that the Committee had sufficient reason to 

believe that support for the Talmud Torah , and the day 

school which it had initiated, would not only be sustained 

but was in fact growing. Such a situation indicated a 

marked difference from the parental apathy which had for 

so long formerly plagued the Committee in its work. 

The Committee's decision to initiate the process 

towards creating a day school appears, however, to have 

been premature and untimely, more so since Mr Ernst was 

absent from ~lrban. During 1944 the school had a 

Standard II class but no Standard I as pupils had not 

come up from the kindergarten to enable such a class to 

be formed. With only four pupils in Standard II, 

following the departure of their teacher Mrs Emmett, 

this class was closed during 1944 and the pupils 

transferred to other schools. IS A Standard 1 class was 

again organised in 1945, but wi th only five pupils 

Mr Marshak announced at the Talmud Torah 's annual general 

meeting in October 1945, that this class was also to be 

14I bi d . 

ISH d ' ea master s Report Presented at the Fourteenth 
Annual General ~Ieeting of the Durban United Ta lmud 
Torah , Held in the St. Andrew's Street Synagogue 
Chambers, on Tuesday, 14th November " 1944, at 8 pm. 
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discontinued,16 and plans for the creation of a day 

school were thus temporarily discarded. 

Instead of moving forward, Hebrew education had 

actually suffered a sever~ set back in consequence of the 

war. Parental anxiety over general world news, 

problems of transport and a lack of qualified teachers 

all contributed to this state of affairs. With the 

suspension of the provision of transport facilities 

kindergarten attendance dropped in 1945 to 30 children, 

and afternoon classes were held for approximately 33 

pupils. At least 250 eligible children were receiving 

no Hebrew or Jewish education, a situation which the 

Talmud Torah Committee acknowledged to be both 

retrogressive and undesirable. 17 

Unwilling to be daunted by the vicissitudes 

experienced by the Talmud To r ah, the Committee rather 

applied itself to rectifying the condition of Jewish 

education in the City. In order to overcome the 

practical difficulties that stood in the way of children 

attendiug classes at Silverton Road an investigation 

into the advisability of opening a branch of the Talmud 

Torah in the Glenwood area was held . 18 
A sufficient 

16 

17 

18 

Headmaster's Report Submitted to the Fifteenth 
Annual General Meeting of the Durban United Ta l mud 
To ra h , Held at the Durban Jewish Club, on Tuesday, 
19th November, 1946, at 8 pm. 

Ha s holom Ros h Ha s honah Annual , XXIV No.1 
(September, 1945), 63 and 65. 

Ha s ho l om, XXIII No.9 (May, 1945), 34. 
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number of children enrolled in the Glenwood area to make 

such a scheme practical and the classes in Glenwood, 

19 
held at the home of Mr A. Baranov, in Evans Road, 

h 20 '1 20 actually started wit pUpl s. The fact that so 

many children were enrolled in the branch of the Talmud 

Torah in the Glenwood area would seem to indicate that 

the problem of transport was indeed a major problem for 

parents who, by virtue of the fact that they registered 

their children for classes, were clearly not opposed to 

their receiving some form of Jewish education. 

The large attendance of parents and children at the 

school closing party in July 1945
21 

would also seem to 

confirm that in the last months of the war, with the 

gradual reversion of life to its former condition, 

interest in matters such as the Jewish education of the 

children became more pronounced. This trend became 

even more clearly discernable in the post-war period. 

HEBREW ORDER OF DAVID 

In spite of the abnormal conditions created by the 

war, and the resultant difficulties therefrom, the 

19 
Headmaster's Report Submitted to the Talmud To r ah 
Committee, 11th September, 1945. 

20 
Ha s holom Ro s h Hashonah Annual , XXIV No.1 
(September, 1945), 63 and 65. 

21 Ib id . 
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F.C. Hollander Lodge No.XI of the Hebrew Order of David 

maintained its programme of activities with a 

considerable degree of success. 

Whilst the Order upheld the principle of mutual 

benefit amongst its members, and in great secrecy 

d k 22 l.' t extended aid to those in nee within its ran s, 

also maintained an active interest in every sphere of 

Jewish communal life. 

The lodge remained affiliated to the Council of 

Natal Jewry, and continued to be represented on the 

Committee of the Durban United Ta lmud Torah . 23 
Its 

24 members contributed to the funds of the Talmud Torah, 

and raised £150 for the benefit of the 1939 Youth Aliyah 

C ' 25 ampal.gn. 

The policy of invit~ng Gentile speakers to address 

meetings was continued with remarkable success, although 

at the height of the war in 1942 and 1943 the number of 

22 b'd I ~ ., XVIII No.1 (September, 1940), 47., Ib i d., 
XIX No.1 (September, 1941), 49 and 51., Ibid., 
XXIV No.1 (September, 1945), 65. 

23 b' d I ~ ., XVIII No.1 (September, 1940), 47., Ib id ., 
XIX No.1 (September, 1941), 49 and 51., Ib id ., 
XXI No.1 (September, 1942), 67., Ibi d ., XXIII 
No.1 (September, 1944), 63., I bid ., XXIV No.1 
(September, 1945 ) , 67. 

24 Ibi d ., XVIII No.1 (September, 1940), 47. 
25 

Ha s holom, XVII No.7 (March, 1940), 19. 
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speakers to address the bretheren declined considerably.26 

Jewish speakers, too, were afforded the opportunity to 

27 
address the bretheren of the lodge. They included 

Mr Siegmund Lazarus, who before fleeing to South Africa 

had devoted over 50 years of his life to B'nai Brith and 

other Jewish activities in Germany, and who was 

subsequently honoured by being made an honorary member 

26 In 1939-1940 the guest speakers included the 
Very Rev. Dr Sormany, the Roman Catholic Bishop of 
Durban; Mr D.G. Shepstone, Mr Duncan Burnside M.P., 
Mrs T.G. Merry, President of the Natal Branch of 
the South African Red Cross Society, (Ibid., XVII 
No.7 (March, 1940), 19), Mr C.L. Brokensha and 
Mr J. Moran, President of the Irish Society. 
HashoZom Rosh Hashonah AnnuaZ, XVIII No.1 
(September, 1940), 47.) In 1941 guests included 

Mr J.W. Godfrey, Mr Mauriee Webb, Mr Arthur Bentley 
and the Very Rev. Vernon Inman. (Ibid., XIX No.1 
(September, 1941), 49 and 51) Mr H.T. Wanless 
addressed the lodge in 1942. (Ibid., XXI No.1 
(September, 1942), 67.) Mr J.R. Sullivan and 
Senator the Hon. J. Smith spoke in 1943. (Ibid., 
XXII No.1 (September, 1943), 57) 
Mr E.R. Browne M.P.C. spoke in 1944 (Ibid., XXIII 
No.1 (September, 1944), 63.) and addresses were 
given by Mr G.H. Calpin, Mr T. McGleyden and 
Mr H. Freeman in 1945 (Ibid., XXIV No.1 
(September, 1945),67.). 

27Mr Leslie Rubin, President of the Durban Zionist 
Association and Mr A. Goldberg M.P. spoke in 1940 
(Ibid., XVIII No.1 (September, 1940), 47.) 
Rabbi A.H. Freedman, Dr A. Broomberg, Mr A. Levin 
and the Rev. Menachemson all gave addresses in 
1942. (Ibid., XXI No.1 (September, 1942), 67.i 
In 1943 the Lodge heard speeches by Mr S.M. Tomkin 
and Mr E. Schragenheim. (Ibid., XXII No.1 
(September, 1943), 57.) Mr L.B. Feitelberg, 

Mr H.S. Bloom, Major S. Ernst, Mr G. Zybert and 
Mr D. Mierowsky addressed the lodge in 1944 
(Ibid., XXIII No.1 (September, 1944), 63.), 'and 

Mr A. Goldberg M.P. and Mr L.B. Feitelberg were 
again invited to speak to the bretheren in 1945 
(Ibid., XXIV No.1 (September, 1945), 67.). . 



28 
of the Lodge. 
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During 1940 a committee knmvn as the "Actions Committee" 

was formed for the purpose of arranging cultural 

29 
programmes. Largely through the efforts of this committee 

the cultural aspect of the Lodge's work was sustained 

30 
throughout the war. 

The extraordinary conditions caused by the war resulted 

in a second degree raising ceremony of the Order being 

conducted for the first time i n the history of the H.O.D. in 

31 
1940, by the bretheren of the Lodge. For the first time 

too in the history of the F.C. Hollander Lodge, following a 

precedent established by the Grand Lodge, women were present 

32 at the ceremony of installation of officers in August 1941. 

In order to protect the interests of those members 

on active service, the Hebrew Order of David established 

a fund, known as the H.O.D. War Fund. The initiators of 

the Fund were determined that members engaged in the 

fighting abroad should be the Order's first charge, and 

that they should not have to seek any assistance at all 

28Ibi d ., XVIII No.1 (September, 1940), 47.) 

29 Ibid . 

30 b'd I ~ ., XIX No.1 (September, 1941), 49 and 51. In 
1944 Wor. Bro. M. Ehrlich initiated a series of 
discussions on general Jewish affairs (Ibid., XXIII 
No.1 (September, 1944), 63.) and in 1945 . 
Rabbi A.H. Freedman held a series of lectures and 
discussions on "Aspects of the Jewish Religion II 

which evoked keen interest among members. ' 
(Ib id ., XXIV No.1 (September, 1945), 67.). 

31 I bid ., XVIII No.1 (September, 1940), 47. 

32 b' d I ~ ., XIX No.1 (September, 1941), 49 and 51. 
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from the public. At the Congress of the Order in 1941 

every Lodge, including the F.C. Hollander Lodge, pledged 

itself to support this effort.
33 

With the intensification 

of South Africa's involvement in the war effort in 1942, 

the main task of the Committee of the F.C. Hollander 

Lodge was the inauguration and conducting of the Durban 

Lodge's campaign on behalf of the War Fund. A special 

sub-committee was in fact appointed to deal with this 

matter and by June 1942, at the close of the Lodge's 

financial year £375 of the Lodge's target of £500 had 

been raised and remitted to Grand Lodge. 34 The balance 

of the Lodge's target was dispatched to Johannesburg not 

35 very long afterwards. 

War time service resulted in many bretheren leaving 

Durban to serve abroad, whilst large numbers of those who 

remained at horne volunteered for work with part time 

units. Attendance of bretheren at evening meetings was 

consequently found to be impossible. To overcome this 

problem the Committee decided to change the time of the 

meetings to Sunday afternoons, and this resulted in a 

considerable improvement in attendances. 36 
The severity 

of war time circumstances made it impossible for an 

Installation Ceremony or change of officers to take 

33Ibid . 

34 Ibid ., XXI No.1 (September, 1942), 67. 

35Ibid ., XXII No.1 (September, 1943), 57. 

36 Ib "·d. , 
v XXI No.1 (SepteffiLer, 1942), 67. 
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place in 1942. With the permission of Grand Lodge 

existing officers remained in office for a further period 

f ' th 37 o s~x mon s. 

With the lifting of black-out regulations and the 

easing of the war time restrictions in 1944, the lodge 

functioned more normally and with a renewed spirit of 

enthusiasm, which corresponded with the shifting of the 

war tide in favour of the Allies. Attendances at lodge 

meetings rose considerably and many new members including 

mb f ' , , t' t d 't ' t k 38 a nu er 0 ex-serv~cemen were ~n~ ~a e ~n 0 ~ s ran s. 

As the pressures of war subsided in 1945, the Grand 

Lodge inaugurated an Educational and Vocational Fund for 

the purpose of providing needy children of bretheren, 

both living and deceased, with necessary financial 

assistance, to enable them to continue their studies for 

training in their chosen careers. Although there was 

not an immediate need for such a fund in Durban, it was 

39 
supported by local bretheren, who also sought to play 

their part in the general work of rehabilitation and 

readjustment, following the end of the fighting in 

Europe and the East. 

37Ibid ., XXI No.1 (September, 1942), 67. 

38 Ibid ., XXIII No.1 (September, 1944), 63. 

3 9Ib "'d. , 
v XXIV No.1 (September, 1945), 65. 
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UNION OF JEWISH WOMEN 

The extensive demands made by the war on the Union 

of Jewish ~omen placed a seve r e strain on the resources 

of this newly created organisation. At the same time 

though it, "enabled it to prove ~ts worth and to acquire 

for itself a status that did i t great credit in spite of 

40 its youth." 

41 
The Union's contributi on t o the war effort had, 

in fact, by 1942 reached such proportions that almost 

all other activities were suspended as the women devoted 

their energies to running the canteen at the Jewish Club, 

which had been created under i ts auspices. 42 
Even in 

the midst of its war-time work, however, the Union neither 

neglected its social commitments nor discontinued 

entirely its programme of cultural activities. 

Within the wider communi ty, the Union continued to 

work for the Durban branch o f the Christmas Stamp Fund,43 

40 

41 

42 

43 

Ha s halam , XIX No.4 (December, 1941), 20. 

See above pp . 466-469. 

Ha s halam Ra s h Hashanah Annual , XXI No.1 
(September, 1942 ) , 72 . 

The Natal Mercury , No vember 8, 1939, p.6., 
Ha s halam , XXI No.4 (December, 1942), 25." Ibid ., 
XXI No.8 (April, 19 4 3 ) , 23., Ibid ., XXIV No.4 
(December, 1945), 1-2. 
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and organised an annual drive for the Durban and District 

Community Chest. 44 It rai sed money for the Coloured 

45 
children at the Detention Barr acks, and affiliated 

itself to the South Afri can I nstitute of Race Relations, 

commi tting itself, "to suppor t any mov emen t for the 

betterment of the underpaid, under-privileged and under 

educated Native in his desire and fight for more humane 

treatment. ,,46 

As part of its service to t h e Jewish community the 

Union formed the Committee for the 1939 Youth Ali yah 

campaign,47 contributed to t h e funds of the Durban United 

48 Ta lmud Torah, and convened and raised over £19,000 in 

49 
Durban for the South African Jewish War Appeal. In 

conjunction with the Durban Women's Zionist League its 

members heard an address b y Dr Fischel of the Hebrew 

50 
University of Jerusalem, and held functions at which 

the guests included Mrs F. Ki sch, the wife of 

44 
Has holom Ro s h Hashonah Annual , XVIII No.1 
(September, 1940), 48., Ibid ., XXI No . 1 
(September, 1942), 72., HashoZom , XXI No.4 
(December, 1942), 25. , Ibid ., XXI No.8 
(April, 1943), 23., Ibid . , XXIV No.4 
(December, 1945), 1-2. 

45 Ibi d ., XXI No.8 (Apri l, 1943), 23. 

46 
Ha s holom Rosh Hashonah Annual , XXII No.1 
(September, 1943), 67 . 

47Th . . e Z~on~ s t Record , Novembe r 3, 1939, p.19. 
48 

Ha s hol om, XIX No.2 (Oct ober, 1941), 20., Ibid ., X 
XXI No.8 (April, 1943 ), 23. 

49 Ibid ., XXIV No. 4 (De c ember, 1945 ) , 1-2. 

50Th Z · . e ~on~st Record , Ma r c h 15, 1940, p.15. 
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Brigadier Kisch, the distinguished Zionist leader and 

soldier, who had taken up temporary residence in the 

City;51 Mr G. Saron, of the South African Jewish Board 

of Deputies;52 Dr Ami Samuelsdorff of WIZO;53 

Miss Marcia Gitlin54 and Rabbi Prof. I. Abrahams of 

55 
Cape Town. The Union's Durban branch continued to 

fulfill its pre-war commitments to the Hebrew 

university,56 and raised additional funds to support the 

57 
University's Parasitology Laboratory. It made 

generous donations to the Mag en David Adom in palestine,58 

and also contributed to the funds of Ort-Oze.
59 

In 1940 

Mesdames M. Lewis, A. Goldberg and I. Goldberg 

represented the Durban branch at the first Triennial 

Conference of the Union of Jewish Women, which was opened 

51 
HashoZom, XVIII No.ll (July, 1941), 20. 

52 Ibid . 

53 
HashoZom, XXI No.9 (May, 1943),' 2l. 

54
Th 

. . 
e Z-z-on-z-st Record, February 25, 1944, p.17. 

55 Ib"'d. , v November 17, 1944, p.7. 

56 
Hashol om Rosh Hashonah Annual , XXI No.1 
(September, 1942), 22., Hasholom, XXI No.4 
(December, 1942), 25., Ibi d ., XXI No.8 
(April, 1943),23., Ib id ., XXIV No.4 
(December, 1945), 1-2. 

57 . 
Ibid., XXIV No.4 (December, 1945), 1-2. 

58 
HashoZom Ros h Has honah AnnuaZ , XXI No.1 
(September, 1942), 22., Has ho Zom, XXI No.4 
(December, 1942), 25., Ib id ., XXIV No.4 
(December, 1945), 1-2. 

59Ib id ., XXI 8 ( No. April, 1943), 23. 
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on May 29 by Mrs T. Saphra, the Union's president.
60 

The restricted progra~ne of cultural affairs 

organised by the Union consisted primarily of meetings 

addressed by a variety of speakers. They included 

Rabbi Zlotnik, the Director of South African Board of 

Jewish Education; 61 Miss Doris Davis, the Principal of 

the Open Air School for the Handicapped;62 Mrs G. Trevor, 

Chairwoman of the National Council of Women of 

63 
Johannesburg; Dr Alan Taylor, the Superintendent of the 

McCord Zulu Hospital;64 Mrs Kaufmann, a London Jewess 

who was interned in Nazi Germany and who gave a paper on 

h 
. 65 

er experlences; Miss Middleton of Durban Girls' 

66 
College; Major H. Pollock, the head of the WAAS in 

67 
Durban; and Mrs Thorbecke, the wife of the late 

Netherlands Envoy Extraordinary and Minister 

Plenipotentiary to China. 68 

60The Zionist Rec ord, May 30, 1940, p.8., Hasholom 
Rosh Hashonah Annual , XVIII No.1 (September, 1940), 
48. 

61 
Hasholom, XIX No.2 (October, 1941), 20. 

62 
Hasholom Rosh Has honah Annual , XIX No.1 
(September, 1941), 52. 

63 Ibid . 

64 
Has ho l om, XXI No.8 (April, 1943), 23. 

65 Ibid . 

66 
Hash ol om Ros h Ha s honah Annual , XXII No.1 
(September, 1943), 67. 

67 Ib id . 

68 
Ha sholom, XXII No.2 (October, 1943), 23-24. 
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The Union's determination to retain as many aspects 

of its peace time pursuits as possible has to be seen 

however, against the background of its intense war work, 

which,whilst burdensome, also revealed its enormous 

capabilities, and its ability to adapt effectively to 

changing circumstances, undaunted by external pressures. 

DURBAN JEWISH WOMEN '.S GUILD 

With the outbreak of war the members of the Women's 

ld I d . f k 69 b t Gui not on y engage 1n a programme 0 war wor, u 

also played their part in all branches of the Civil 

Services in the City.70 In order to meet the peculiar 

needs of a sea port town, particularly in war time, the 

Guild formed a Hospitality Committee, convened by 

71 
Mesdames M. Woolfson and S. Schultz. At the same time 

it offered assistance to all Jewish passengers on the 

72 refugee ships that passed through Durban, and it 

collaborated with the Refugee Committee of the Council 

of Natal Jewry in helping to meet the refugees various 

69See above pp.463-466. 

70 Du rb an J ewi s h Women ' s Guild Souveni r Golde n Jubilee 
Bro chur e 195 3 , (Durban, 1953), p.18. 

71 I bid . 

72 I bid ., and Hasholom Ro s h Ha shon ah Annual , XIX 
No.1 (September, 1941 ) , 49. 
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needs. 
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The numerous calls made on the Guild and the Jewish 

Benevolent Society at the begi nning of the war proved 

to be so great that by Apri l 1940 t he available resources 

74 
of the two societies were utterly exhausted. As the 

proceeds of the annual July Ball, the two organisations 

principal source of funds, which was held for the last 

time in 1940, were devoted t o the South African Mayor's 

National Fund, a large scale appeal to the local Jewish 

75 
public was found to be necessary. This appeal, a 

portion of which was set aside for the Durban United 

Talmud Tor ah ,which had also been affected by financial 

hardship, was conducted under the joint chairmanship of 

76 
Messrs J. Goldman and I. Ges hen, and me t with a splendid 

77 
response. 

The Guild concentrated its activities on caring for 

the poor and needy, conducted sick visiting, cared for 

the Holy Vestments of the Congregation, arranged Sukk ot 

78 and Simchat Torah functions a n d ran the catering plant. 

73 Ibid ., XXII No.1 (September, 1943), 63. 

74 
Ha s holom, XVII No.8 (April, 1940), 1-2. 

75 I bid .,12-13. 

76 I bid . 

77 H ' .., . 
a s no~cm Rosh Hashonah Annual , XIX No.1 

(September, 1 941), 5 2 . 

78 I bid ., XVIII No. 1 (Sept ember, 1940),47 . , Ibid ., 
XIX No.1 (September , 194 1) , 49., Ibid ., XXI No.1 
(September, 1942 ) , 71., Ibid ., XXII No.1 
(September, 1943 ) , 6 3 . , Ibid. , XXIII No.1 
(September, 1944),69. , Ibid ., XXIV No.1 
(September, 1945 ) , 53. 
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Growing support for the Flower Fund, not only at Rosh 

Has han ah time but throughout the year, enabled the Guild 

to provide much needed holidays for women and children, 

particularly those who needed to leave Durban after an 

79 
illness in order to recuperate. 

As had long been the case the Guild continued to 

collaborate on occasion in the work of the Jewish 

Benevolent Society, and a l so worked harmoniously with 

the Durban Women's Zionist League and the Durban branch 

of the Union of Jewish Women.
80 

By 1942 the number of calls made on the Guild had 

declined considerably.81 Over the next two years the 

Committee took advantage of prevailing circumstances to 

build up a reserve of funds in order to prepare for the 

demands and responsibilities, which it was realised 

would follow upon the cessation of hostilities.
82 

From 1944 the number of calls made on the society 

began to grow, and expenditure for the year 1944-45 

rose to probably the highest level on record. 

Innumerable and unforseen calls came to be made on the 

Guild and from many of those appeals the repercussions 

79 Ib i d ., XXII No.1 (September, 1943), 63., Ibi d ... 
XXIV No.1 (September, 1945), 53. 

80 Ib id ., XIX No.1 (September, 1941),47., Ib i d., 
No.1 (September, 1942 ) , 71., Ibid ., XXII No.1 
' (September, 1943), 63. 

81 Ib id ., XXI ( No.1 September, 1942), 71. 

XXI 

82 I bid ., d b Od an I ~ ., XXII No.1 (September, 1943), 63., 
Ib id ., XXIII No.1 (September, 1944), 69. 
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of the war on the community began to be seen. As the 

war was moving to its conclusion and the members of the 

Forces made their way homewards, reductions in incomes, 

in consequence of the wa~ became noticeable, unemployment 

rose and the number of those disabled by injury or 

strained health from securing jobs increased 

dramatically.83 The areas of activity for the Guild in 

the post-war period were thus clearly apparent by the 

time that the war ended in August 1945. 

DURBAN JEWISH BENEVOLENT SOCIETY 

Along with the Women's Guild the Jewish Benevolent 

Society had by April 1940 been entirely drained of funds, 

in consequence of the calls made on it by. the needy of 

the community.84 The generous manner in which the 

community answered the two societies appeal for assistance 

ensured the continuation of the Benevolent Society's 

85 work, which received further funds through donations, 

subscriptions (13/- per annum) and collection boxes.
86 

The Benevolent Society provided the needy with cash, 

or food, or both,as the occasion demanded, and carried 

' 83 
Ib id ., XXIV No.1 (September, 1945), 53. 

84 Ha sholom, XVII No.8 (April, 1940), 1-2. 

85 
Has ho l om Ros h Ha s honah Annual , XIX No.1 
(September, 1941), 52. 

86 Ib id . 
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For all its 

valuable work, however, the Society was still not 

supported by the community as a whole, both in terms of 

88 workers and members, the community apparently taking 

the Society for granted. At its annual general meeting 

in .1943 the subscriptions were increased to E1 Is, for 

despite having had the fewest calls recorded in many 

years the total revenue was still not sufficient to 

89 
cover the year's expenditure on relief and grants. 

In 1944 the financial position of the Society 

improved, as, together with the Durban Benevolent Society 

and the Durban and District Community Chest, the Jewish 

Benevolent Society was made a beneficiary of the 

Abraham Rush Charity Trust Fund. 90 Income from this 

Fund, founded on the assets of the late Mr Rush, were in 

terms of Mr Rush's will utilised for .the poor of Durban, 

irrespective of class, colour and creed. The Fund's 

Trustees were the Sole Executor, Mr K. Acutt, and the 

President's of the Jewish Benevolent Society, the Durban 

Benevolent Society and the Chairman of the Community 

Chest. 91 

87 b ' d I1- ., XIX No.1 (September, 1941), 52., I bid ., 
XXII No.1 (September, 1943), 59., I bid ., XXIV 
No.1 (September, 1945 ) , 61. 

88 Ibid ., -
XXI No.1 (September, 1942), 71 and 73. 

89Ibid ., XXII No.1 (September, 1943), 59. 

90I bid ., XXIII No.1 (September, 1944 ) , 65 aild 67. 
°1 
J Hasholom , XXIII No.5 (January, 1945), 11. 
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Whilst calls on the Jewish Benevolent Society 

remained few it consolidated its financial position in 

1945,92 as it prepared for the problems which it knew 

would come in the wake of peace. 

DURBAN JEWISH COMMUNITY CHEST 

At the Jewish Benevolent Society's annual general 

meeting in 1945 the suggestion was made that those 

institutions, whose revenues were likely to be adversely 

affected by the decision of the Durban United Hebrew 

Congregation to abolish offerings in the Synagogues and 

93 
at the Cemetery, should get together to discuss the 

matter. 

On the .initiative of the Benevolent Society a meeting 

was convened of representatives of the Jewish Benevolent 

Society, the Jewish Women's Guild, the Durban United 

Talmu d Torah, the South African Jewish Orphanage (Durban 

branch), and the Witwatersrand Jewish Old Age Home 

(Durban committee). The Durban United Hebrew 

Congregation, which had also suffered a cut in revenue 

in consequence of the decision of its members, did not 

92 
Ha s halam Ras h Ha s hanah Annual , XXIV No.1 
(September, 1945), 61. 

93 
See above P.532. 
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attend the meeting as it had already arranged to make 

.. 94 
up its shortfall through an increase in subscrlptlons. 

The five institutions represented at the meeting 

wisely agreed that instead of making separate appeals to 

the public to meet the reductions in revenue, a combined 

appeal would be issued by them each year before the High 

Festivals. Thus, with the full approval and sanction 

of the Council of Natal Jewry, the Durban Jewish 

Community Chest was inaugurated. The creation of the 

Chest reflected an organised, effective and practical 

effort to overcome a particular problem, and the support 

accorded it by the C.N.J. ensured its acceptance by the 

community. 

The Jewish Community Chest was designed to make good 

the amounts that were lost owing to the abolition of 

schn odering,and to,in fact,provide all the revenue 

required by these institutions ~ It thereby obviated 

the need for a Ko l Nidre i appeal on behalf of the Talmud 

Torah, and the box collections on behalf of the 

organisations which made up the Chest, and streamlined 

local fundraising activity. The Chest did not, however, 

interfere with the annual subscriptions to the 

organisations concerned and these remained payable as 

hitherto. 95 

94 
Ha sholom Rosh Ha s honah Annua l, XXIV No.1 
(September, 1945), 61 and 63. 

95 
Ha s holom, XXIII No.12 (August, 1945) I 6. 
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96 
This development was welcomed by the Has ho l om 

which had formerly advocated the creation of such a 

97 
Community Chest, and by the community generally, which 

recognised the advantages of such a scheme. 

The Durban Jewish Community Chest's first appeal 

98 
was initiated in August 1945, its inaugural committee 

consisting of Mr H. Zulman (the President of the Jewish 

Benevolent Society), Chai.rman; Mrs A.H. Freedman and 

Mr L. Tannenbaum, Vice-Chairman; Mr H. Cline, Treasurer; 

99 
and Mr H. Berman, Hon. Secretary, and the community's 

generous response fully justified the hopes of the 

Chest's creators. 

96 I b i d., 1-2. 

XXII No.5 (January, 1944), 19. 97 Ibid ., 

98 I b i d . , XXIII No.12 (August, 1945), 6. 
99 

Ha s holom Ros h Ha s honah Annual , XXIV No.1 
(September, 1945), 61 and 63. 
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