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CHAPTER ONE
THE RESEARCH DESIGN

1.0 Introduction

SABC3 produced a Special Assignment programme on the 6 April 2004
entitled “Finger-prints of Poverty”. One of those interviewed stated, “I don’t
have any hope: poverty follows me; | stress a lot about poverty”. This for
me epitomizes the tragedy of the ‘poverty-situation’ in South Africa. It
takes away the hope and will to live (Trawler, 1996: 27-28).

Poverty takes away the hope of people, and their will to live. This
psychological effect however actually means that people do not have the

means to live.

At its simplest, poverty refers to a basic lack of means of survival;
the poor are those who even in normal circumstances are unable to
feed and clothe themselves properly and risk death as a

consequence (Dixon and Macarov, 1998: 1).

It is true that poverty must also be understood in relative terms. Some may
be poorer than others or in need for certain products while their lives are
not really threatened. This may differ from culture to culture in Africa
(Bauer, 1981: 195). However, in real or absolute terms there are a very
large proportion of South Africa’s people who are engaged in a daily
struggle for survival. People who live in poverty in absolute terms cannot
escape their circumstances. They do not have a choice nor do they have
the means to escape or move out of poverty (see Jordaan 2006). ‘Escape’
here does not mean that they merely move away to a different place. They
cannot because they do not have the resources to move. They are caught



in poverty. They can only depend on outside help. Outside help may be in
the most basic forms of the provision of food, clothing and shelter. More
constructively, it may be the assistance and training provided by outside
organizations — so that people can help themselves. It is here where self-
help organizations, NGOs and also the church as one of the most
significant organizations in civil society have to play a role. The church can
play a role at the most basic levels of poverty alleviation. However, it may
also play a more constructive role and educate people to prevent them
from falling into poverty. We have little understanding of humanity as a
unity that is why we as communities allow people to fall into abject
poverty. Since the church as faith-based organization is a socially-
constituted organization, it could play a vital role in poor areas. Here it can
empower poor people to address their situation and not placate them for
their suffering, which often has causes outside their own knowledge and

skills pool.

It is in this context that | also wish to refer to the many statements former
President Thabo Mbeki made on poverty. In his address to the nation on

the 6 February 2004, for instance he said:

During the first decade, we have made great progress towards the
achievement of the goals we enunciated as we took the first steps
as a newborn child. We also laid a strong foundation to score even
greater advances during the exciting and challenging second
decade ahead of us - a people united to build a better South Africa
and a better world. However, poverty is our greatest obstacle
(Ndungane, 2003: 60-63).

Despite his many statements on this matter, one is continuously struck by

the fact that the issue of poverty does not receive the attention it deserves.



South Africa has seen and experienced tremendous change from the
apartheid system to our new democratic dispensation. The country has
been in transition on this score and this will continue for some time to
come. Yet, one cannot remain unmoved at the abject poverty that millions
of South Africans find themselves. Poverty has ripple effects in the family,
and society. Poverty is also more than just a lack of money or even a
limited life expectancy. It includes aspects of lifestyle and environment
such as abuse, loneliness and stress. It must be noted that human
requirements are more than the economic as a person is a multi-faceted
whole (Seers, 1979: 27). Moreover we note that South Africa has the
highest measure of inequality of countries for which data is available
(Wilson and Ramphele, 1989: 4). On all these levels, the poverty of the
nation is however not addressed and this flies in the face of most people

in this country claiming to be Christian.

It is the contention of this dissertation that for the church to play a
constructive role in the continuing social transformation of the country, it
should engage the multi-faceted phenomenon of poverty. Christians
should not only feel compassion for others as they follow the teachings of
the Bible. The church should transformatively impact social transformation

in the area of poverty and depravation.

The Christian in particular must view poverty and wealth from a wide
perspective (Matthew 6: 24). God desires people to have food and beauty
and a fulfilled life. This is on the social level. However, it must include the
religious element because a person is capable not only of a relationship
with others but also with God or the divine and spiritual. The lack of this is
real poverty. Christians should therefore be motivated to act for the poor.
In my view a Christian should act against poverty because poverty in fact

is a spiritual matter and especially where those with wealth generally do



not care for those who suffer. The other side of the coin of this issue,
however, is too, that there is tendency for some Christians to concentrate
on ‘spiritual’ and ‘personal’ ethics and thus to ignore the realities of
material poverty. As the church start to play its constructive role in the

material realities of social transformation, this should be changed.

Christians in local communities can provide facilities to empower people
e.g. to teach computer skills, plumbing, building, sewing, planting,
entrepreneurial activities, cooking, literacy and numeracy. Retired
educators, nurses, builders, plumbers, housewives and other important
stakeholders can be incorporated in the teaching of skills. It is important to
teach people how to ‘fish’. The mission statement of churches should

include a vision for teaching skills in order to fight poverty.

Inter-alia, there have been many causes of poverty in South Africa:
economical, policies of apartheid, job reservation, the group areas act,
illiteracy and unemployment. There have also been many effects of
poverty: crime, prostitution, illiteracy, malnutrition, diseases (HIV, AIDS,
TB etc.), poor housing, squatter camps, poor sanitation, water borne
diseases, abortion, teenage pregnancies, depression, suicide and drugs
(Daily News, 23 March 2004 among other reports). In order to intervene in
such a situation, government is providing unemployment grants, job
creation, free education, provision of housing and provision of basic
amenities, the teaching of skills to the unemployed and provision of basic
foods to the poorest of the poor. Government should also play a
constructive role in changing the ever-widening wealth-gap and
addressing inequality (Wilson and Ramphele, 1989: 4). At global level, the
President of the I.M.F. stated on the 16™ April 2005 on a SABC 3 News
item that the World Bank should make efforts to halve the global poverty



situation by 2015. In 2010 we are half-way there, yet the wealth-gap is

continuing to increase both nationally and globally

In the final analysis, however, the onus rests on communities themselves,
to cater and care for themselves and for their own welfare. This is where
the church as a central pillar in local communities is a very significant role
player in civil society and where it could play a much more constructive

role.

1.1 What are the rationales/ reasons for the research?

Poverty touches the very heart of the human race. Human beings and
especially children are affected by poverty. Poverty threatens the social,
economic and moral fabric of society. It also has a bearing on the political
order of the country. The Bible speaks volumes on the topic of poverty and
the responsibility of the religious community towards the poor. The Hindu
and Islamic scriptures too, have much to say about poverty. | am doing
this research so as to obtain a local, global, and national and perspective
on the problem of poverty. | am also doing this research so as to gain
knowledge and to make the local churches more aware of the extent of
poverty in South Africa.

There has been much research on the issue of poverty in South Africa and
the role of the churches in eradicating poverty. However, there is a gap in
the research especially in the local churches. Churches at large are
periodically involved in feeding schemes. However, the challenge is to go
beyond poverty alleviation. Local churches should become involved in
teaching skills so that, as a result, communities can become better
equipped in fighting the scourge of poverty. The church as a community of
believers in Christ should be more pro-active in fighting the scourge of

poverty. It is my fervent hope that the local churches will come to share



my vision of implementing skills programmes in the local churches and

communities. | hope to achieve this goal by firstly developing my

knowledge-base through this research and then, in my capacity as

teacher, to work with local pastors in setting these programmes in place.

1.2

1.3

Objectives

To develop a coherent and integrated design that comprehensively
introduces the main topic as well as the different chapters of the
dissertation.

To provide a representative overview of existing research and
scholarly research and scholarly materials on the socio-contextual
definitions and descriptions of poverty. This will also include local
perspectives with specific reference to Christian views.

To critically review research and scholarly views on the nature of
globalisation and its various impacts on local communities. This
also needs to include the possibilities that globalisation will provide
to local communities.

To study existing materials and opinions with regard to the impact
of landlessness and the HIV/AIDS Pandemic on the South African
population.

To study existing research on moral and social views on poverty
and poverty alleviation emanating from the Bible.

To discuss the reasons and ways in which the local churches can
address the issue of alleviating poverty.

To critically conclude and summarize the research.

Key critical questions
What would be the main points and nature of a research design

addressing the objective outlined above?



1.4

What constitutes the relevant body of scholarly literature needed
that would provide a representative overview of existing research
on the socio-contextual definitions and descriptions of poverty?
What are the local Christian perspectives that scholars have
developed, and how can these views be accounted for in terms of
socio-contextual understandings of poverty?

What is the nature of “globalisation” and its various impacts on local
communities? How can “globalisation” be described in terms of the
“culture of poverty” which is more comprehensive than
understandings that limit poverty to the shortage of money?

What are the impacts of landlessness and the HIV/AIDS Pandemic
on the phenomenon of poverty in South Africa?

What are the existing scholarly views that researchers have
developed on moral and social views with regard to poverty and
poverty alleviation emanating from the Bible?

What are the reasons and the nature of intervention in poverty by
local churches?

What would be a comprehensive and integrated conclusion and

summary for the research?

Research approach

| am an educator and also involved in teaching children and adults in my

local church and my local community. My main purpose for this Masters

dissertation is to gain knowledge to be able to educate and train people in

the poor communities where | live and work. For this reason, my main

approach is to make an extensive study of existing scholarly and research

materials relevant to the objectives and key critical questions stated

above. This is needed, because this is a body of material which is

constantly developing and which researchers and teachers like myself

need in the communities in which we live and work. We need to be



informed of the latest research dealing with the topics outlined in the
objectives and key critical questions above. In order to meet my
objectives, my approach is also guided by the fact that | shall study the
relevant material and then integrate it into a coherent argument. This,

hopefully will also lay the basis for further research.

The theoretical approach comprises of a critical review of scholarly
literature on the stated objectives. In addition, the topic is addressed from
a Christian perspective by providing a critical biblical and theological
approach to poverty. This provides the basis for the potential constructive

engagement of poverty by the church.

1.5 Methodology

The basic methodology followed is that of a critical engagement of
available scholarship on the topic and its sub-topics identified. On the one
hand, the aim is to gain knowledge on these topics. On the other hand, the
aim is to evaluate this knowledge in terms of its relevance in our own
South African context. This is done systematically throughout the whole
dissertation. The main area of the dissertation is the critical contextual
reflection on the topic from Biblical and theological perspectives in

chapters seven and eight.

1.6  Chapter outline

Chapter One: The research design

In this chapter, a presentation is made on what the researcher plans to
achieve with the research. An introduction gives a brief resume about the
topic, ‘poverty’ and few seminal critical perspectives on the topic. It also
provides perspectives from Christian perspective. The role of the church is
brought to the fore in that it can constructively engage the issues

surrounding ‘poverty’. | also indicate how individuals and Christians in a



corporate body can go about helping and teaching the poor ‘skills’
development. The chapter also contains my rationale/reasons for the

research.

The objectives of the research are carefully listed and set out.

The ‘key critical questions’ are posed with the objective of satisfactorily
answering them with respect to the objectives of my dissertation.

The main approach is to conduct an extensive study of scholarly research
on the topic and sub-topics of the dissertation, as well as its main and
secondary objectives.

Chapter Two: Socio-contextual definitions and descriptions of
poverty

In this chapter | concentrate on existing socio-contextual definitions and
descriptions of poverty. | discuss subsistence poverty, basic needs
poverty, the measurement of poverty, relative poverty and absolute
poverty. | also analyse the fact that poverty is more than material needs
and how to escape from poverty. The chapter also focuses on the central
issue namely that poverty should be of particular concern for Christians. In
order to fight against poverty, the necessity of an engaged Christian

reflection on poverty is also highlighted.

Chapter Three: Globalisation and poverty

In this chapter | provide an overview of existing research on globalisation
and poverty. | define the term ‘globalisation’ and elaborate on the four
dimensions of globalisation. This is followed by a further discussion on the
end of third world wars and the globalisation of poverty. The fact that this

allows for a greater freedom for globalising forces to engage in local



communities means that we should explore ways in regulating
globalisation. This section also includes a focus on how globalisation has

impacted on the local communities in South Africa.

Chapter Four: Southern Africa and poverty

In this chapter | will discuss the nature and impact of poverty in Southern
Africa. | will elaborate on the ways of uprooting poverty. | will further
discuss how women perceive men as a cause of poverty. | will discuss the

many causes of poverty.

Chapter Five: Poverty, human rights and education in South Africa

Human Rights and education as well as the work of NGOs are three of the
most important aspects of the constructive engagement of poverty. This
chapter focuses on these issues. | discuss human rights and poverty,
human rights at issue, the human right to an adequate standard of living,
the human rights to a safe and healthy environment, the right of access to

land, the right to education and the human right for children.

| also discuss the role of education and non-governmental organizations in
the fight against poverty in South Africa. | also highlight the role of NGO’s
in response to those with HIV/AIDS and especially the role of NGO's in

response to HIV/AIDS in my community of Chatsworth.

Chapter Six: Poverty, landlessness and the HIV/ AIDS pandemic in
South Africa

Apart from other factors, the question of land is a serious issue for people
in Africa when they wish to address poverty. The problem dates from
colonial times and strategies and has come to the forefront in recent times
both in Zimbabwe and South Africa. This topic is studied with regard to the

dynamics and legacy of land dispossession as well as how land should be
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made available to the poor and how the poor could use and develop it for
their own benefit. In addition, the HIV/AIDS pandemic also impacts
negatively on people’s cultural and economic well-being. This
phenomenon is also researched especially since it mainly affects the
younger generations creating a vacuum in skills and knowledge education

for future generations.

Chapter Seven: The Bible and poverty

This chapter comprises of a critical study of existing scholarly research on
the issue of the Bible and poverty. It is done from a moral and social
perspective. Morally, the main focus relates to the moral codes, norms
and values which the Bible espouses with regard to the “poor”. Socially, it
is especially Judaeo-Christian laws and directives which are studied i.e. as
to how they impacted on Israelite society and how they were central to the

early church and its message.

Chapter Eight: Poverty and the role of the Church

Poverty has been an issue within the church since the time of the New
Testament. It has acquired much attention also throughout church history.
This chapter analyses perspectives on how the local church can address
the issue of poverty. Since Christian proposals throughout history were
determined by the culture and time and place in which they were made,
this chapter provides perspectives on how the church can address poverty
in the local contexts today. It is stressed that the church has a wonderful
message in the Bible. Yet, this message about the Gospel for the poor,
must be applied in local contexts. The church, in fighting the scourge of
poverty, should resist tyrannical dictators and systems, structures and
laws passed that perpetuate poverty. The church should be the voice of

today and make its views without fear, favour, or prejudice.
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Chapter Nine: Conclusion

An overview of the research is provided in this chapter. A critical summary
of each chapter is also provided. The conclusion is the crucial aspect of
the dissertation. It provides a framework for summarizing the findings
important for addressing the main topic of the dissertation. It gives a
graphic picture of the state of poverty and the poverty line that determine
the levels of poverty in South Africa. The government of South Africa
needs to play an even greater role to put measures in place to alleviate
the suffering of the poor. The church has to be pro-active in its fight

against poverty without fear, favour or prejudice.

1.7 Conclusion

In this chapter | briefly addressed the fact that poverty constitutes one of
the most challenging phenomena facing society today. This is a world-
wide phenomenon with global as well as South African aspects to it. It
order to work towards and strive for equality, the church and Christians
have a very significant role to play. This is so because it forms part of the
primary focuses of the Bible. My research objectives as well as the key
critical questions and research approach and methodology outlined these
focuses of the dissertation.

It is noted that poverty manifests itself globally and constitutes one of the
most challenging phenomena facing humanity today. It is a very real issue
for about half the population in South Africa. It is hoped that this
dissertation may add to the research pool of knowledge from which we
may learn to constructively address poverty. Generally, we may learn
about the issues at stake. More patrticularly, it is hoped that it may inspire
individual Christians and Churches to constructively engage this main
obstacle standing in the way of the comprehensive social transformation

of South African society today.
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CHAPTER TWO
SOCIO-CONTEXTUAL DEFINITIONS AND DESCRIPTIONS
OF POVERTY

2.0 Introduction

There is no one single definition of poverty. There are as many definitions
of poverty as there are aspects of poverty. Given the aspects, one can
come up with the related definitions. Yet, poverty, in my understanding
carries its different meanings as it manifests itself to people economically,
culturally, aesthetically, politically and emotionally. Francis Wilson (2001)

says in this regard:

There is a parallel debate over poverty definitions with some
definitions of poverty closely tied to lack of income and basic
services while others argue strongly for a multi-dimensional view of
poverty which includes the lack of economic, social, political and

environmental assets and resources.

It is important that one does not accept one kind of definition at the
expense of the other. For this reason, | shall make the distinction between
a more limited and a more expansive definition of poverty. The more
limited definition focuses on the lack of basic income and basic services,
while the more expansive encompasses not only the more limited, but also
the wider understanding that poverty involves different dimensions at the
level of economics, but also the social, political and environmental assets
and resources levels. To this we may also add the spiritual or religious

level.
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Against this background, | wish to discuss the definitions of poverty by
scholars, poverty and development, global poverty, concepts of poverty,
poverty and development, poverty as a concern for Christians, problems in
the fight against poverty and Christian reaction. Given the realities of
poverty, the most important challenge is to change the current systems
which mostly benefit previously advantaged people and not previously

disadvantaged and poor.

2.1  Definitions of Poverty
2.1.1 Poverty, a persistent global reality
As already shown according to John Dixon and David Macarov (1998),

the concept of poverty is a basic lack of the means of survival; the
poor are those who, even in normal circumstances are unable to
feed and clothe themselves properly and risk death as a

consequence.

Further a review of empirical studies have suggested that the concept of
poverty as absolute deprivation continues to be of primary relevance in
countries where the per capita income is low and the incidence of poverty
is high. This definition has not been accepted in those areas of the world
where higher general levels of living have been achieved. Poverty is
defined in relative terms in countries experiencing rapid growth and
apparent reductions in the incidence of absolute deprivation. As the threat
of starvation is reduced questions concerning the distribution of income
and opportunity assume greater importance. In this situation the definition
of poverty moves away from the minimal physical survival notion to attach
value to the quality of life that even the poorest member of a community

should survive.
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The idea of relative poverty is a powerful one because it invites variable
interventions and remedial actions. Remedial action may be the
responsibility of charitable individuals, family, government or communal
responsibility. Yet, it is important that this matter of relative definition also
become an issue of public debate. Healthy debates can create the
opportunity for people to feel free to agree or disagree on the concept of
poverty. Even so, the first element in the analysis of poverty will always
remain the question of material well-being, the most basic level which
distinguishes the poor from others. This may cause people to only think of
poverty as no more than a question of material resources, usually
expressed in terms of cash. The discussion may then centre on the fact
that the basic issue is not the money itself but the effect lack of money has
on the lives and lifestyles of the poor. However, it may be wrong to focus
on the lack of money itself as a definition of poverty at the expense of
other dimensions of poverty which cannot be simply reduced to monetary

values.

The concept of poverty should therefore also be more inclusive and a
fuller one concerned with the quality of life and not only lack of money or a

lack of buying power.

Another perspective is also that poverty has a bi-polar moral dimension. In
a situation where “the rich get richer and the poor poorer” the rich should
be conscientised with regard to the uplifing of the poor. This
conscientisation has global dimensions, addressing the gap between the
“rich North” and the “poor South”. The other pole of this issue is the moral
dimensions of the lives of people living in poor conditions. Their struggle
for survival may give rise to a lack of education (illiteracy), malnutrition and
disease, different forms of crime, etc. These may give rise to a wide

variety of moral challenges within poor communities themselves.
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However, for themselves, it may be impossible to move out of poverty. We
know that life is about making choices. However, for the poor people the
area of effective choice is restricted and the measure of the depth of their

poverty narrows their remaining choice.

The global understanding of poverty also impacts on cultural customs and
conventions, as these are challenged to transform in the face of

continuous pressures of modernisation.

It is evident that the concept of poverty must be interpreted sensitively.

2.1.2 Definitions of poverty
Against this background, there is a range of definitions of poverty. The

next section treats some of these aspects of poverty.

2121 Subsistence poverty

The basic definition focusing on subsistence poverty has to do with the
capacity to survive. The main human needs that are highlighted in this
definition are biological ones viz. the need for food, water, clothing and
shelter. The definitions based on this absolute concept of poverty may
allow for a measured approach to change from time to time and context to
context. Yet, the basic requirements remain the same. All people function
according to an absolute poverty line based on survival criteria, meaning
that poverty is ultimately defined by some notion of subsistence and
survival. It can be argued that a people do not only need enough food to
survive but must also be able to maintain their health so that they can live

(and work) unimpaired.

There have been many attempts to calculate the costs of meeting

subsistence needs. On this level, one of the best known but rather
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misunderstood examples come from the work of Seebohm Rowntree. He
established a precise poverty line by drawing up a list of essential
foodstuffs and other indispensable household items which be priced to
establish an irreducible budget without which it would be difficult to
maintain health and physical efficiency. In Rowntree’s view this measure
represented “a standard of bare subsistence rather than living”. Amongst
others, his important studies are: Poverty, A Study of Town Life (1901);

and Poverty and Progress (1941) (see Rowntree).

The minimalist definition of absolute poverty is in fact fraught with both
theoretical and practical difficulties. For example, even trying to determine
something as fundamental as the nutritional requirements of people of
different ages or physical types is a contested matter about which
dieticians and other competent experts disagree. Rowntree himself was
well aware of many of these difficulties. We recognise the constantly
shifting and relative nature of poverty.

2122 Basic needs poverty

The basic needs definition of poverty is an influential variant of the
subsistence model moving somewhat towards a more relative approach.
Basic needs are defined by the international labour organization as the
minimum standard of living which a society should set for the poorest
groups of its people. The major importance of the basic needs concept is
that it is not confined to the physical needs for individual survival as
above, but also recognises the importance of a range of community
services and facilities. It also recognises that the basic needs objective will

vary from one country to another in the light of specific circumstances.

It is clear that the attempt to construct an absolute and presumably

universal definition of poverty is fundamentally flawed both in theory and
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practice. Poverty analysts are driven remorselessly to accept that poverty
has to be understood as a socially constructed concept with powerful
gualitative and normative components. As such it is inherently a relative

concept.

2.1.2.3 The measurement of poverty

If policies are developed that try to reduce the extent of poverty, then
reliable and relevant measures need to be developed that will enable us to
determine how many poor people there are in any given population and
what are the social characteristics of the poor (for example, their gender,
ages, family circumstances and work experience). There is a wide range
of possible measures that have been developed and deployed in different
countries. However, the kind of measure chosen reflects the underlying

concept and definition of poverty that has been adopted.

If the chosen measure has been adopted by responsible public authorities
to help make informed policy decisions then the measure will also reflect
the dominant prevailing ideology of social policy. It will also be influenced
by the availability of appropriate and reliable social data which can be
used as the basis of calculation. In this instance, the notion of the poverty
line was developed in the early 1960s by Molly Orshansky, an economist
in the United States, working for the Social Security Administration. The
Orshansky approach is widely used to compromise between nutritional
and income-based methods for establishing poverty lines. It is calculated
by first finding the minimum expenditure required to satisfy nutritional
requirements of a family, then grossing up the figure by an appropriate
proportion to allow for non-food expenditure requirements. In this way the
Orshansky approach incorporates the view that poverty has a social as

well as a biological dimension (see Orshansky).
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21.2.4 Relative poverty

A relative definition of poverty means that one compares existing living
standards in the community being researched. One may then compare
prevailing patterns of expenditure and consumption and identify a median
line in terms of which people who do not measure up, are identified as
poor. They are unable to purchase or access those goods and services
that will enable them to live a life that is in line with the median line. In this
context, the Ministers of the European Community in 1984 defined the
poor as “Persons, families and groups of persons whose resources are
limited as to exclude them from the minimum acceptable way of life in the
member states in which they live” (Council of the European Communities
1984, Council Decision on Specific Community Action to Combat Poverty
85/8/Eec).

Peter Townsend (1979:31) defines relative poverty in terms of the
community in which people reside.

Individuals, families and groups in the population can be said to be
in poverty when they lack the resources to obtain the types of diet,
participate in the activities and have the living conditions and
amenities which are customary ... in the societies to which they

belong.
He also said that the poor are
... those whose resources do not allow them to fulfil the elaborate

social demands and customs which a society [or community] has
placed upon citizens of that society.
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Adopting a relative definition of poverty certainly complicates the research
and policy processes in theoretical and practical terms. In South Africa,
this matter impacts especially on the wealth-gap. Whereas the poorest of
the poor in South Africa may still have relative access to social resources
and systems, the gap between them and the most affluent part of the

population is one of the largest in the world.

2.2  Poverty and development
According to Johann Graaff (2004) the defining of concepts is not an
innocent exercise. Concepts reflect theoretical concerns and ideological

conflicts.

2.2.1 Measures of development and poverty

In general, in South Africa people measure the poverty of people in terms
of the amount of money necessary to keep someone alive. Healthy
economic growth is no guarantee against the ever widening inequality.
South Africa’s economy grew at quite a spectacular rate during the 1950’s
and 1960’s but it produced one of the most extreme cases of inequality in
the world. Alongside economic measures came measures of educational
level, physical health and political democracy. Poverty is as much about

income as it is about the quality of life, power and access to resources.

2.2.2 Absolute poverty

Perhaps the most basic measures of poverty in South Africa are the
minimum living level and household subsistence level. As an example of
absolute poverty, Wilson and Ramphele (1989) worked with the
measuring of the amount of money necessary to provide a household with
the very elementary necessities to stay alive. Studies by the World Bank

worked with similar statistics which include the necessary needed
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expenditure for survival to the buying of the minimum standard of nutrition
and other necessities (May 2000: 29).

2.2.3 Relative deprivation and structural poverty

Social scientists distinguish absolute poverty from relative property or
relative deprivation. Measures of relative deprivation consider people’s
perception of how poor they feel. Significantly they are measures that
recognise some of the complexities of poverty. They recognise that
poverty is not just a physical phenomenon. Poor does not mean just being
without money. Being poor frequently also means subjected to physical
abuse and violence, being subjected to humiliation and indignity, being
subjected to exploitation by the powerful and wealthy. It frequently
involves experiences of humiliation, helplessness, ill-health, indignity,
anxiety, rejection and denigration, powerlessness and insecurity and deep

injustice.

We note that poverty has economic, political, cultural, emotional and
psychological dimensions. Thus physical deprivation then is often a
symptom of something more important, namely, a position of structural
deprivation, an exposure of exploitation which people are unable to
escape (Webster, 1992).

2.2.4 Measuring development

As indicated the first criterion which people use to compare countries is
gross national product (GNP). GNP is the total value of all the goods and
services produced in a country in a particular year. As with our measures
of poverty, the Human Development Index is another measure and has an
underlying theory of development which is different from GNP-based
measures. Here development is a multi-faceted phenomenon with

significant roots in structural inequalities and power differences.
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Why is inequality so important? There are a number of reasons why
people are right to worry about inequality. The first is a moral reason. The
world has so many resources that it could send people to the moon and
into orbit around the world through extensive NASA programmes. Yet

there are more than 1 billion people who earn 1 dollar or less a day.

The second reason is a political one. A country where there is a high level
of inequality is very vulnerable politically e.g. Sudan, D.R.C. and South

Africa.

The third reason is economic. There are serious reasons for believing that
a country’s economic growth will be significantly inhibited if large parts of
its citizenry are illiterate, unskilled, politically angry and unsupported by
the government in their attempts to make a living. Therefore economic
growth cannot be for a minority in a country. It is imperative for a country
who wants to prosper to utilize its whole population and use the full range

of potential at its disposal.

2.3 Poverty: a global review

Poverty research has mostly been conducted within national borders
because poverty has been considered to be a national problem of
countries. It was also assumed that the solutions to poverty must be
sought within the national borders. This has made poverty to a large
extent culture-bound, prone to stereotyping of certain communities and
cultures, and also leading to the seeking of causes and manifestations
which are culture-bound. This general approach has taken away the focus
on poverty as universal phenomenon and that its causes and
manifestations can be demarcated also at global levels. From this
perspective, poverty as global phenomenon should be understood as

something which is not the mere responsibility of a nation but that of
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universal community. To various degrees we are all part of universal
systems that seem to be part of poverty-producing processes, asking for
redress at universal levels independent of the culture where poverty is
found.

It takes fortitude to break down stereotypes of poverty when
communicating research results to policy makers who already have their
embodied images of poverty. The comparative studies in the social
sciences involve a whole set of methodical and theoretical problems of
their own which run as an undercurrent in all comparisons irrespective of
the field of research and is an important area o be addressed by
researchers but also educators and teachers at local levels (see @yen,
Miller and Samad 2001).

2.4  Concepts of poverty

The social science field is far from being without conflict. There has for
instance been heated debate about the conceptual problems of poverty
and its measurement around issues already addressed above. Townsend
(1993) shows that it was Piachaud (1987) who particularly stressed the
guestion of whether the poor have an “opportunity to choose” at all.
Piachaud reviewed three approaches to defining poverty levels viz. social
consensus approaches, budget standard methods, and behavioural
approaches. Each addresses its own complex of questions and none can
of itself provide an objective definition of poverty. He also extensively dealt
with problems related to the treatment of time and home production: 1) the
time and ability of individuals to prepare food or to wash and feed without
assistance, for example, vary greatly depending on circumstances and in
turn affect income needs; the choices and constraints affecting the
household formations in which people live and their budgeting behaviour

are also important in assessing poverty. He asserted that individual
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variations in behaviour need to be explicitly recognised if practical

definitions of poverty levels are to be found.

An even more important issue is the problem of the causes and reasons of
the incidence of poverty and the determining of the rate or level of poverty.
Apart from the lack of material sources the poor also suffer from a lack of
opportunity to choose their lifestyle. They have no opportunity to choose
whether to eat meat or vegetables for instance. The debates also focus on
poverty as observed by Westerners of others — that they are the cause of
the poverty themselves. To then truly come to universally acceptable
understandings of poverty and the relevant concepts is virtually
impossible.

2.5 Poverty concept classics

Various social scientists employ different principles in classifying applied
poverty concepts and if a common dividing line is applied, a dichotomised
picture appears. The classic poverty concepts can be grouped around two
pillars. The first one deals with poverty “causes”, focusing on the lack of
resources and the second one deals with poverty “outcomes” observing
them by means of a poor way of life, poor living conditions and customs,
and attitudes towards poverty. The concepts making up the first category
are labelled “Anglo-Saxon”, “indirect” or “subsistence”. Concepts labelled
“continental”, “direct” or “basic needs” and “relative deprivation” make up

the second category.

Frequent debates on the explanatory capacities of the poverty concepts
between Townsend, Piachaud and Sen (Townsend, 1993) undoubtedly
showed that the subsistence idea applied in the poverty “causes” concepts
offers a more transparent and less ambiguous picture of poverty. In

contrast, the poverty “outcome” concepts cope with wide variations in poor
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living conditions. They provide a clear distinction between opportunity and
choice but remain vague as regards the distinction between way of life
and lifestyle. The *“Anglo-Saxon” conceptualisation focuses on
distributional issues: the lack of resources at the disposal of an individual
or household is of principal interest. The lack of disposable income and
opportunities can be seen as indirect conceptualisation of poverty as
stressed by Ringen (1987). Douthitt (1994) conceptualises poverty as
"time adjusted” focusing on families with young children that need time as
well as money to provide child care to prepare meals and to perform other
housekeeping functions. The “time-approach” can be interpreted as one
form of social capital that might be considered in conceptualising poverty.
The child does not get the cultural and intellectual stimulus that interaction

with adults can provide.

Two other important concepts are Net Earnings Capacity (NEC) and
Earnings Capacity Poverty (ECP). These deal with the long-term potential
earnings of families and not relative income determined by events and
phenomena and individual tastes. Haveman and Buron (1993:143 and

144) explains that:

Unlike current cash income, this measure abstracts from transitory
events and phenomena and from individual tastes for income
relative to leisure. As such, it reflects the potential of the consumer
unit to generate real consumption. It also adjusts for the size and
composition of the family unit. Net Earnings Capacity is designed to
measure the potential of a family to generate an income stream
were the family to use its human and physical capital to capacity.
Using this concept, we establish a new definition of poverty, which
we call Earnings Capacity poverty. A family is poor according to this

definition if full (or capacity) use of its earnings capabilities would
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fail to generate enough income to lift the family out of poverty.
Families in Earnings Capacity Poverty, then, cannot escape poverty
without the support of other citizens or the state. In this sense, they
are the nation's truly dependent population.

We note that the direct conceptualisation of poverty concentrates on the
‘outcome’ aspect of the poverty situation. It deals primarily with living
conditions, stressing either a poor way of life or poor consumption
standards or attitudes towards living in poverty. The approach relates to
Townsend’s (1979) conceptualisation of poverty as relative deprivation in
which participation in the customary lifestyle of a particular local

community is the central issue.

The Nordic approach to living conditions represent a special contribution
to the relevant stock of knowledge. Two major points of departure need to
be noted. First, poverty must be visible and second poverty is not how
people feel but how people live. It is seen as an accumulation of social
deprivation and represents a ‘third stage in measuring poverty’ (Ringen,
1987).

In Ringen’s term (1987) observation of income offers only indirect

evidence of poverty.

2.5.1 Regional variations on poverty concept classics

The classic poverty concepts show a common feature: they consider
poverty simply as an individual and less frequently a group experience. It
is believed (Piachaud, 1987) that extreme poverty as described by
Charles Dickens has been eradicated. In contrast realities, particularly

from Asia and Africa, fail to prove that poverty has been eradicated.
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Empirical evidence further proves that the concept of poverty is far from

being constant and has temporal, contextual and spatial attributes.

2.6 Poverty and Development

Poverty is of grave concern but ‘development’ has become an important
concept especially since the end of the Second World War. Governments
and inter-governmental organisations continue to adopt ambitious
development targets. The United Nations World Summit on Social
Development, in Copenhagen in 1995 resolved to reduce poverty by half
in 2015. From this perspective, poverty means a lack of development
whereas development implies getting rid of poverty. However, it has also
proved possible for development to occur without alleviating poverty (Allen
and Thomas 2000).

In the new era of globalisation the question of the appalling poverty of
large numbers of the world’s people remains as potent as ever.

2.6.1 Conceptions of poverty

In areas where development is needed, it is generally agreed that if
development has to occur then poverty must be tackled. In this regard, it
has become a central tenet of the World Bank’s involvement in
development that any economic development has as prime requirement,

the reduction of poverty.

2.6.2 Income measures of poverty and development

For some researchers development is determined by income levels. If
poverty applies to individuals and households, then development
translates into the income of individuals and households. In this
perspective, financial income in real terms is seen as the ultimate value.

Health care, that aims at the production of healthy workers, and other
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variables important for comprehensive development are secondary. The
same is true with regard to the development of healthy diets that aims at
producing healthy workers. However, a poor health care system and poor
diets will lead to poor health and hamstrung development. It is important

that Christians view poverty and wealth from a different dimension.

2.7 Poverty as more than material need

Against the background of the discussion so far, it is evident that much of
the research works with a limited conception of poverty. These limited
understandings do not include aspects of lifestyle and environment. They
also do not include the lack of community, infrastructure and community
services. Human beings who suffer different forms of poverty need much

more than money or the economic.

Human beings are multi-faceted beings and in need of communal
existence. Communal existence also by implication could care for well-
being — as is evident in different notions of ubuntu. There are many more
things than the need of money. It is true that one’s basic needs need to be
met. But beyond this, there are aspects related to culture, traditions,
religious beliefs, self-esteem, and freedom.

Another aspect is that human beings need infrastructure to live modern
lives. Infrastructural development does not only require its actual use but
also its upkeep. Central to infrastructure is therefore the developing of the
economy of the poor area and economic systems so that the poor can
become able to provide for themselves. If these systems are developed,
they may assist the poor to form part of these systems and benefit from
them. Such infrastructure may include such issues as the building of
roads, dams, industries, agriculture and manufacturing. When such

systems are developed, they will have to go hand in hand with community
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services that will cater for the people’s social needs. The developing of the
systems more comprehensive will therefore also by default be able to

prevent people from going hungry.

2.8 The escape from poverty

Poverty is a fact. Can we escape from poverty? Not in the real sense
because we have established that poverty is more than a lack of money
and hence even basic material needs. Yet there have been many people
in the world who have escaped from at least material poverty but yet there
are countless millions that daily face abject poverty. It is important here to
emphasize Novak’s (2001) observation that it is not wealth that is natural
but poverty. There have been three factors that have helped people
especially in the west out of a natural state of lack and into affluence.
Firstly, there has been work; secondly division of labour and trade that has
made work more effective; and thirdly technology has enhanced the
effectiveness of work. The way to escape poverty is the maximisation of

these factors.

Poverty is overcome through working and wealth is generated by working
for it. The more work is done, the sooner the problem of poverty will be
solved. Human, not natural resources give prosperity (Davis, 2004: 17).
We note that work is essential but the shortage of resources, continual
thieving, natural disasters and the influx of cheap goods may undercut
local production. Since a few years ago, in South Africa we have seen a
pattern of people losing jobs especially in the textile industry because of
the influx of cheap Chinese clothes and textiles that is flooding the South
African market. As a result thousands of people around the country are
facing a bleak future and hence abject poverty. Although the Government
is using a slogan, “Proudly South African”, this is not bearing much fruit. It

is noted that not all problems can be solved by work.
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2.9 Co-operation
We note that if anything that has to succeed there must be co-operation.

This is very evident in family and animal life.

Nobody is really able to do all that is necessary for a modern life-style
alone but with co-operation and trade, a higher standard of living becomes
possible. One of the reasons for the affluence among the rich is increasing
specialisation which obviously requires trade to ensure all the wants of
society are met. The poorest nations are those with little trade and very
little contact with the West. There are bound to be problems when there is
trade between the rich and poor countries. In this way goods from the
West flood their countries and essential capital flows out of the country.
The poorer nations get poorer. As a result debt is accumulated because
the imported goods could not be paid for. The emphasis on production has
had negative effects. With greater production the prices go down and the
benefit reduced. Trade has caused cultural dependence on the West and
a destruction of local values and production. The availability of goods
reflects increasing choice and a move towards a fuller, richer existence
which is looked upon as good. It is argued that withholding goods and
thereby limiting choice in the third world effectively treats the inhabitants
not as mature individuals but as children (Bauer, 1981: 81). We can
conclude that co-operation among countries is essential but if this co-
operation implies that the poorer countries get poorer and the richer
countries get richer then co-operation is more a problem than an asset.

2.10 Poverty as a particular concern of Christians

Christians should be concerned about the impact of poverty on the human
race. Christian believers especially in the richer sections of the West
should be involved in the alleviation of poverty for two reasons. On one

level they have a responsibility simply because they belong to the richer
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segment of the world. On another level they must act because poverty is

not simply a material matter but a spiritual and a religious concern.

Christians are caught in a debate whether poverty may be established
because a man is lazy and a sinner or because a man is sinned against.
On another level wealth and prosperity may be established because a
man is a hard worker, because he is righteous or precisely he is not
righteous, and exploits the people of God (Cotterell, 1990: 196).

Christians have displayed different attitudes. Some have stated that the
duty of Christians is to concentrate solely on the spiritual and on personal
ethics. There may be some degree of involvement in charity for the poor.
Others have rejected the material altogether becoming ascetic in their
approach to life. However, these attitudes have hardly helped to combat

poverty.

2.11 Emerging Problems in the Fight against Poverty

The three-pronged attack on poverty viz. work, co-operation and
technology has borne much fruit but in certain parts of the world it has not
been without difficulty.

However, the overcoming of poverty has generated another set of
problems of a more grave nature. It is because of prosperity that material
resources are shrinking, pollution is becoming a major problem and that

the world population is rapidly rising.

2.11.1 Resources
The high population growth is of great concern and this no doubt has led
to the dwindling of resources. There is a concern about several aspects

such as food, the limitation of suitable land, the supply of fresh water,
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mineral resources and energy. All these factors are interrelated and
contra-determining. The availability of food depends on land, where it is
produced, which in turn depends on water, which in turn depends on

energy.

Estimates of resources vary considerably (Davis, 2004: 105). There is also
a belief that minerals will only last for a few decades more. Others claim a
“safe prediction” of the abundance of food and raw material in the
calculable future (Schumpeter, 1976: 11; Gilder, 1981: 261).

Optimists believe that the problem of resources can be solved by recycling
but this requires energy which some then see as the major problem.
Nuclear energy is a limited solution as it just uses a different resource; it
also raises concern about nuclear pollution. There are others hope for a
technical breakthrough, for example, in nuclear fusion which would

provide unlimited energy.

Other resources, such as amount of land are also diminishing because of
urbanization. Land is also lost through erosion which was caused by
intensive farming. Water is also seen as a great concern; countries aim at
using all their available supplies. This is something that still need to be

developed with regard to the vision of developing countries.

Many see a resource crisis looming and predict a conflict over resources
among the poor, especially when they see the extent of depletion that has
taken place (Schumacher, 1973: 28). The most alarming account is
Meadows (1972: 25f) who predicts a catastrophic collapse when the
pressures of population, resources and pollution get out of hand.
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The question of resources particularly affects the poor because it is the
rich people who are consuming the vast majority of available resources,
giving rise to fears that the poor just will not be able to catch up as there is
nothing left. For example, as regards energy, it is the rich that are the
main consumers (Schumacher, 1973: 23). As Goudzwaard (1979: 123)
says, if everybody lived as the Western world lives, the world could not

last ten years.

2.11.2 Pollution

The use of resources also leads to pollution. Waste is unavoidable and
causes problems of disposal. The environment suffers damage by
pollution which in turn reduces the length and quality of life (Meadows,
1972: 114). Protecting the global environment is inextricably linked with

eliminating poverty (Jamieson 2010).

Pollution is naturally dealt with by the world eco-system over a period of
time. The air and oceans are good at cleansing (Davis, 2004: 103). Waste
products are of such a nature that natural degradation takes a long period

of time.

The rich even export their pollution by the placement of multi-national
corporations or even by dumping. The poor because of their sheer poverty
devastate the environment by using cheap fuels and consume resources
which should be conserved. It is clear that capitalism naturally produces
pollution. Increased pollution is due to modern technologies rather than
increased production. Many aspects of modern life cause perhaps more
damage than necessary, such as cheap products intended to have a short
life, or modern foods which are not as healthy as natural foods, but which

in general are more profitable (Dammers, 2001: 45, 121). Many see
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environmental damage as flowing directly from Christianity’s belief in
human rights over the world (Rifkin, in Davis 2004: 98).

2.11.3 Population growth

Population explosion is in many ways connected to poverty. Population
growth is very much concentrated in the third world countries which
exacerbate already existing poverty. Africa has the highest fertility rate in
the world and the rate of population growth is higher than in any other
region. Since 1960, Africa’s population has doubled and this exceeded the
growth in agricultural production in at least fourteen African countries
(Kibirige 1997).

The problem is of course essentially an economic one. Even a small
population may experience famine, and in practice be over-populated
(Rushdoony, 1975: 1, 45). Southern Africa is in many ways a part of the
third world and shares in the problem, but it is exacerbated by extra
factors in the subcontinent. It is a cause for alarm that population growth is
almost totally in the Black population. The growth in the population of
towns and cities is phenomenal. Southern Africa also experiences great
problems in providing for its population, for example in the provision of
water. In Southern Africa with its very large population there are fears that

the population can unlikely be provided for.

2.12 The need for a system

The question of poverty is more than charity or how much aid is
necessary. The question involves economic theory and practice on a large
scale and so demands the choice of an economic system. In fact every
economic system is in any case an approach to poverty, as it deals with
the production and distribution of commodities which will never be enough

to meet the human need for them. Economics presupposes choice and
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scarcity (Munby, 1956: 44). People often fell into extreme poverty,
starvation and death before the emergence of the modem world. With
regard to the problem of wants and needs and due to enlightenment
thinking, two basic secular systems have evolved, namely socialism and
capitalism. We note that capitalism has motivated to work and this helped
to fight poverty. Socialism focused on co-operation but at the cost of self

motivation.

2.12.1 Secular systems

America and the U.S.S.R. have mixed economies viz, capitalism and
socialism. America is heavily criticised for becoming over involved in the
rnarket, especially in the field of welfare, preventing the free operation of
the market and thus harming the poor in the process. Within these
systems, individuals have differing attitudes to the question of wealth and
poverty. Clouse and Diehl (1984: 101) for example says that free
capitalism with government control give the greatest of what he sees are
the basic requirements, namely justice, responsibility and freedom.
Dammers (2001: 151) believes that modern democratic socialism is the

most likely system to give justice, rather than extremes to left or right.

Both capitalism and socialism has their drawbacks and as such neither
are effective for the poor (Gheddo, 1973: 30). Capitalism is a system

where people exploit their fellows while socialism is the other way round.
2.12.2 The Christian reaction

Generally Christians either choose capitalism or socialism based on
Christian perspectives. If they choose one system, they reject the other

because it is responsible for poverty. Generally Christians recognise that

both systems are secular. The ideal for Christians is a system founded on
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Christian principles. It is worth taking note that the world is predominantly

non-Christian.

The Christian approach is to advocate a system that will be the best for
the world and thus Christians will have to recognize the nature of humanity
in the light of what is understood to be the best. Christian attitudes will
also be very important to determine which-ever secular system is

propagated.

2.12.3 Individual action

It is of paramount importance that individual Christians should be
concerned in eradicating poverty living in the context of a secular
economic system. Christian engagement of poverty should be based on
the teachings of the Bible. One thing though is certain: poverty must be
addressed on both the level of overall economic structure as well as that
of the individual.

2.13 Conclusion

| was able to provide a representative overview of existing research and
scholarly materials on the socio-contextual definitions and descriptions of
poverty. | also included some local perspectives with specific reference to
Christian views. We can conclude that there is no one single definition of
poverty. Poverty to me has different meanings as it manifests itself to
people culturally, politically and emotionally. We note that it is increasingly
difficult to break away from the vicious cycle of poverty. However,
Christians can play a meaningful role in helping people to escape from the
vicious cycle of poverty. Christians need to be more proactive and need to
realize that the church is the body of Christ and need to be the hands,

eyes and feet of our Lord Jesus. Poverty is more than material need. The
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church can play a more meaningful role in fighting the scourge of poverty

and thus bring the necessary changes that are needed in society.

Systemically, the church could constructively contribute towards pressures
to change the general capitalist system to one that is more conducive to
equality. The church and religious organisations cannot make this change
but they could be an important critical voice toward the realisation of such
a change.

The church can introduce measures to teach people skills like sewing,
literacy, plumbing, carpentry, computer, technical, cookery and other
skills. Christians in particular should feel for others as our Lord has set a
model for compassion. We should be like our Lord for we are in this world

but not of the world.
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CHAPTER THREE
GLOBALISATION AND POVERTY

3.0 Introduction

In order to understand poverty one has to evaluate what is the nature of
“globalisation” and its various impacts on local communities. The world is
not an island. Poverty in one country impacts on other countries. Political
and economic events at a global level, impact on local economics and
politics. Political events in one country can have negative effects on the
problem of poverty in another. For instance, the events of 9/11 in 2001 in
New York, and the 11/3 and 7/7 bombings in Madrid and London in 2004
and 2005 respectively have had political and economic impact worldwide.
If not always directly economic, these events have economic aspects to

them.

The programme of President Robert Mugabe in Zimbabwe to repress the
Matabele, to confiscate white farms, and rid the country of inner-city slums
likewise has had both political and economic dimensions inside his
country, but also impacting on neighbouring countries. Irrespective of
whether he was right or not, Zimbabwe disintegrated with its people
fleeing poverty, starvation, police brutality and disease, impacting on other
countries too. It drew alarming negative response from the international
community and has accelerated the problem of poverty in Zimbabwe. As a
result of these actions amongst others, the International Monetary Fund

has been reluctant to provide financial aid to Zimbabwe.
The problems related to the wars in the Middle East, especially Iraq, are

adding to the experiences of poverty of a wide diversity of people(s). The

escalation of oil prices by OPEC countries is having a negative economic
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effect on the world at large. As a result of the rising prices of fuel, poor
countries become ever poorer. This is exacerbated because it diminishes
funds needed to produce, transport or buy food in countries which are
already facing abject poverty. Locally-produced food become more
expensive and they find it ever more difficult to import food so as to feed

their population.

The global currency issue is another global issue with an impact on the
world. The depreciation of the dollar and pound has serious
consequences especially for the poorer nations. We live in a “global
village” and the political and economic problems in one country impacts on
its neighbours. More globally speaking, global events also impact the
smaller nations. The first world have a definite bearing on the world, and
hence, local communities. Against this background, this chapter will
provide a few perspectives on globalisation and poverty. It will focus on
poverty and globalisation, the globalisation of poverty, the idea of the
developmental state, sustainable development in a globalising world, the
way in which globalisation impacts on developing countries, the issue of
being included or excluded from processes of globalisation, participation in
globalisation and the impact of globalisation.

3.1 Poverty and globalisation

3.1.1 What is globalisation?

Globalisation refers to the growing sense of international
interconnectedness. As a concept it refers to the ways in which
developments in one region can rapidly come to have significant
consequences for the security and well-being of communities in quite
distant regions of the globe. It is also associated with a perception of
powerlessness and chronic insecurity in that the speed and scale of

contemporary global social and economic change often overtake
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governments and countries, especially in the developing world. An
example is the East Asian crisis of 1997 that seemed to overwhelm
governments, politicians and communities. The unevenness of
globalisation compounds such insecurities since “it would appear that the
strong are becoming stronger and the weak weaker” as the benefits of
globalisation accrue to a relatively small proportion of the world’'s
population whilst global poverty and social exclusion continue to increase
(Dickson, 1997 in Held and McGrew; UNDP, 1997b). This, therefore
makes the notion of globalisation the subject of debate from an
international public and academic view-point. Economic instability in one
region, would impact on the economics on another — often far removed
from it. As the economic problems in the developed world escalate, they
also impact negatively on other areas, often in developing countries. In
this regard, Alan Greenspan said, “there can be no islands of prosperity”

in an “ocean of economic instability” (McGrew 2000: 347).

More generally, however, globalisation involves much more than
interconnectedness in terms of economics for it captures a sense that
world-wide connectivity is very much a permanent feature of modern
existence. This means that it signifies the deepening enmeshment of
societies in an international web of world-wide flows of capital, goods,
migrants, ideas, images, weapons, criminal activity and pollution. It is
evident in all the key areas of modem life: the economic, political, legal,
cultural, military and the ecological. “We live in one world, and have done
so for a long time” (Frank, 1998: 29).

Contemporary globalisation as internationalisation is also organised and
reproduced through distinctive mechanisms and infrastructures of control
from the International Monetary Fund, World Bank, World Trade

Organisation to the internet, global corporations and non-governmental
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organisations. There is here a contradiction in terms of globalisation as
internationalisation. On the one hand globalisation opens up new
opportunities and possibilities but it also generates constraints upon what
governments can do. Since globalisation is also a highly uneven process,
it results in clear winners and losers not just between countries but within
and across them. Globalisation discriminates between the rich and poor. It
empowers the affluent with jet travel, global television and access to the
worldwide web but for the majority of people it disempowers them as their
fate is sealed by their unconnectedness. It is sadly noted that the World is
deeply divided and as a result millions of poor people are disadvantaged.
The continuing forces of globalisation therefore nurtures a sense of
alienation that says “Power is elsewhere, untouchable” (Walker, 1998: 134,
in McGrew 2000).

Globalisation is a process that both unites and divides people and
communities. Globalisation arguably engenders a more “unruly world” but
also a more unequal one (UNDP, 1997b; Herod et al., 1998 in McGrew
2000:348).

3.1.2 Four dimensions of globalisation
According to Anthony McGrew (2000:347), there are four dimensions of

globalisation as it relates to “change”. These merit being quoted in full.

e It involves a stretching of social, political and economic activities
across political frontiers, regions and continents.

e It suggests the intensification, or the growing magnitude, of
interconnectedness, i.e. flows of trade, investment, finance,
migration, culture, etc.

e The growing extensity and intensity of global interconnectedness

can be linked to a speeding up of global interactions and
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processes, as the evolution of world-wide systems of transport and
communication increases the velocity of the diffusion of ideas,
goods, information, capital and people.

e The growing extensity, intensity and velocity of global interactions is
associated with their deepening impact such that the effects of
distant events can be highly significant elsewhere and even the
most local developments may come to have enormous global
consequences. In this sense, the boundaries between domestic

matters and global affairs become increasingly blurred.

From the first, we can say that globalisation means the internationalisation
of social, political and economic activities. These cross over political
frontiers, geographical regions and even continents. This can be called

“extensity”.

Secondly, the nature of interconnectedness intensifies. This means that
different systems do not only start to interact and become connected but
that the nature of the connectedness deepens and becomes evermore
widespread, impacting local cultures even more significantly. One can say
this of trade, investment, finance, migration, culture, etc. The intensity of
interaction on one of these levels, spreads to others. It is also the other
way round. What happens in local situations, may spread worldwide. Even
the most local developments may come to have enormous global

consequences. This can be called “intensity”.

Thirdly, globalisation speeds up global interactions and processes. People
find that they can move faster from place to place, but in the process, they
also find that there is a speed-up of the evolution of the diffusion of ideas

information as well as capital and people. This can be called “velocity”.
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Fourthly, the growing extensity, intensity and velocity of global interactions
are also associated with their impacts on local communities and vice

versa. This can be called “distance”.

Globalisation, then has to do with an increase in international
connectedness, that this continuously intensifies, and speeds up, and that
no local space or community remains unaffected and are inetegrated or
affected by globalisation in terms of its “distance” from the core of

globalising forces.

3.1.3 Globalisation, inequality and world order

The neoliberal school tends to view economic globalisation as a benign
force for change which through free trade and capital mobility is creating a
global market civilisation in which prosperity, wealth, power and a new

liberal world order is being constructed (McGrew 2000:348).

The critical or radical school views these developments as an expression
of western - mainly American - imperialism in which corporate empires
and global markets have come to replace the world and colonising
empires of the era of western industrialisation and expansion. The radical
school suggests that the world is becoming ever more fragmented and
unruly as the gap between the affluent north and increasingly

impoverished south escalates.

The transformationalist school suggests both these two schools listed
above do not take into consideration how contemporary globalisation
reorders relations between rich and poor or North and South. North and
South are the dominant and subordinate states in the global system
(McGrew 2000: 349). We can elaborate on these systems of thought as

follows.
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3.1.3.1 The neoliberal analysis

A global market civilisation has developed. The power of national
governments is declining both in the north and south. The driving forces of
globalisation are capitalism and technology. The relation between north
and south has suffered. There has been a spreading affluence for global

solidarity.

3.1.3.2 The radical analysis

New developments took place as the empire strikes back. In the north the
power of National Governments has expanded and in the south there has
been a decline. The driving forces of globalisation are the G7 (G20) states
and transnational capital. The north-south relation has seen increasing
immiseration and marginalisation of the Third World. There has been

unfortunately an erosion of global and national solidarity.

3.1.3.3 The transformationalist analysis

The idea of development has been a shared concern. There has been a
reconfiguration of state power in both north and south governments. The
driving force of globalisation has been modernity. There have been new
patterns of inclusion and exclusion in the north-south hierarchy.

Fortunately there have been new forms of transactional solidarity.

3.2 The ‘end of the Third World’ and the globalisation of poverty

The phrase ‘the end of the Third World® may refer to the growing
differentiation between the economic fortunes of countries in the south, or
to the demise of a coherent geopolitical coalition of developing states or
the reordering of the old north-south hierarchy in world politics. It must be
noted that the phrase refers to the ideal of the ending of global poverty,
especially in the Third World. There is a perception that globalisation is

strongly associated with an intensification of global inequality. There is
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much evidence that indicates that growing poverty is no longer confined to
the south but is on the rise in the affluent north. Globalisation is generating
new patterns of inclusion and exclusion in the global political economy
which transcend the north-south divide. Contemporary patterns of
globalisation are associated both with a more affluent world and with

growing global inequality.

Compared to the previous five hundred years, there has been a strong
decrease in poverty in the past fifty years. However, are also three related

global patterns evident:

e the growing polarisation between the richest and poorest in the
world economy;

e the segmentation of the global workforce into the winners and
losers from economic globalisation; and

e the growing marginalisation of the losers from the benefits of
development (McGrew 2007: 7).

Globalisation is beginning to transform the old north-south hierarchy as it
creates new patterns of domination and subordination, inclusion and
exclusion. This exclusion and inclusion transcend the global and the
geographic division of global economic space. The term ‘third world’
remains apt as a label for all the communities marginalised and
disenfranchised by the forces of economic globalisation. Today the
globalisation of poverty transforms the question of development into a
matter ‘which impacts on all societies’ such that it is increasingly a shared

global concern (Dickson, 1997: 1 62).

3.3 The end of the developmental State

Globalisation therefore has significant consequences for how economies

45



are governed and the capacity of states - their sovereignty and autonomy
- to shape their own destiny. Even though many of the poorer states in the
world have all the constitutional and legal attributes of statehood, a
significant number lack the vital capacities and resources to act as such.
In a number of regions, amongst them sub-Saharan Africa, globalisation
has not so much emasculated the state but bypassed it since only weak
state structures exist. The intensification of globalisation poses a
challenge to the capacity of developing states for self-governance.

Global financial markets configure the agenda or the parameters of the
policies of local governments within which national strategic choices are
made. The real choice for many states “is not how best to fight

globalisation but how best to manage it” (Haass and Liton, 1998).

Rodrik concludes his study of G7 nations and globalisation, by saying “the
point that government policies lose their effectiveness in highly open
economies should not be controversial” (Rodrik, 1997). This does not
mean that globalisation spells the end of the nation-state or effective
national economic policies. Globalisation in a way may lead to more

activist states with an ever growing number of entrepreneurs in them.

3.4 Sustainable development in a globalising era

Governments and citizens in developing states are rethinking
development strategies in relation to how they engage with a globalising
world. This has produced three distinct responses: regulation, regionalism

and resistance.
3.4.1 Regulating globalisation

Today the struggle is largely over the terms of globalisation, especially in

relation to the form and content of global regulation (Woods, 1999).
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Developing countries exploit the rules of the system in order to advance
development goals. At the broader level, the World Trade Organisation is
increasingly being used by developing countries and those interests
damaged by free trade to ensure that industrialised countries are

subjected to multilateral trade rules.

Governments in the emerging economies of Asia and Latin America resort
to the WTO trade dispute settlement mechanisms in their conflicts with the
European Union and US since in a rule based system “might has less
chance of trumping right”. These mechanisms provide weaker states with
instruments through which they could ensure the compliance of more
powerful states with the rules of fairness and justice in trade. For instance,
in 1999 the WTO forced the EU to abandon the system of preferences for
Caribbean banana producers. World-wide political pressure for reforms to
both the rules and the institutions of global economic governance is also
growing G7 governments. We note that there were reforms to the rules
following the East Asian crash in 1997. The architecture of global finance
became a major topic of deliberation within the IMF, World Bank and other
multilateral fora. There is also a growing debate about representation in
the institutions of global economic governance. In the case of the IMF
there have been moves to widen consultation and participation in rule
making. The NAM has also recently formed the G20 of leading developing
states which seeks to establish a role as a kind of “poor man’s G7” at the
global level. The NGO’s have pressured the World Bank and WTO to
adopt institutional reforms to make them more user- friendly to the people.
We note that these developments reflect one of the basic challenges of
globalisation for existing modes of global governance (Allan and Thomas
2000:360).
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3.4.2 Regionalising globalisation

In recent years there has been a shift towards regionalism as a political
strategy for engaging with a globalising world. Regionalism amongst
developing states and emerging economies is a recognition that effective
development policies are possible only in if they are coordinated with
others, e.g. the organising of regional trading groups. Through such
collaboration, regionalism advances the bargaining power of subordinate
states within the arena and amongst the global institutions of global

economic governance.

Regionalism should however not be seen as an opposition to
globalisation. In practice, regionalism is in fact a “open regionalism” with
the purpose of deepening global engagement and at the same time
creating an institutional and political capacity to “modify the conditions of
globalisation” (Gamble and Payne, 1996: 75). According to Elazar,
regionalism is ‘a mechanism for “constitutionalizing globalisation, that is,a
political strategy for disciplining globalisation to accord more closely with
(Elazar, 1998).
Regionalism is by no means purely benign as a political strategy for

the political priorities of sustainable development

developing countries faced with a globalising world.

3.4.3 Resisting globalisation

Recently there has been a vigorous ‘globalisation from below’ as social
movements, social groups and communities resist and contest the terms
of neoliberal economic globalisation by building transnational alliances
and coalitions to promote an alternate programme which aims to make
markets work for people, not people for markets’ (UNDP, 1997: 91). As a
result of the effective global mobilisation of opposition, the Multilateral

Agreement on investment negotiations collapsed in 1998.
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3.4.4 Toward a global ‘new deal’ or ‘global anarchy’

The dawn of the 21° Century has confronted the international community
with the situation whether ‘it can manage the globalisation process in a
way that offers a more equal sharing in its benefits’, i.e. engendering
sustainable globalisation (UNCTAD, 1998: 5). Globalisation is
transforming the national economic systems of governance. It also
presses for the prospect of a global ‘New Deal' between rich and poor
states and peoples, as sustainable development increasingly becomes a

shared concern.

It is argued that there are two ways of thinking about the future which
involves much political discussion about globalisation and its outcomes for
development. It is established today that the poorest countries are also the
least integrated and affected by global networks. Such a distancing from
the globalising forces for the next century ‘will not be the basis for growth
... but of increasing poverty’ (Stallings,1995: 388). In the wake of the East
Asian crisis, there is evidence of a shift in attitudes and thinking within the
framework of global governance towards more effective regulation of
globalisation. There are efforts by advanced countries to assist developing
countries. This is highly commendable. Nevertheless some of the political
preconditions for sustainable globalisation may be in place but yet it

remains an unrealised ambition.

3.5 Globalisation and the developing countries

3.5.1 Globalisation and the developing world

The G8 Gleneagles summit met in July 2005 in Scotland to discuss
aspects of globalisation. Yet again we have seen riots and protests by
protesters who are vehemently against globalisation. David Bigman (2002)
echoes similar views. He states that after the 1990 World Trade

Organisation negotiations broke down it has become very difficult for
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international organisations to meet without protests and in some cases
these have been rather violent. Protesters include representatives of
labour organisations worried about unemployment as a result of advances
in technology, cheap markets, free trade and political upheavals and
coups. Farmers are also eager to defend the generous support to
agriculture in the European Union and United States. At these global
summits we also see Environmentalist and Green Peace organisations
who are vehemently opposed to globalisation. The work of these non-
governmental organisations do very little to uplift the plight of the poor and
fail to present a convincing case on whether and why globalisation is

detrimental to the poor.

The developments in poverty were shown in reports of World Bank studies
(2000 — 2001). The World Development Report focused on poverty and its
finding is that the percentage of people living in extreme poverty (on less
than 1 U.S. dollar ppd in 1993) declined during that decade from 29% to
24% although there were wide variations between countries and groups.
Another World bank report entitled Globalisation, Growth and Poverty
(Collier and Dollar 2001) emphasised that although globalisation has
reduced poverty to a certain extent not all countries or population groups
have benefited. The people of China and India have benefited from their
integration into the global markets but this cannot be said about countries
in Africa, the Middle East and the former Soviet Union. Many of these
countries were negatively affected by the decline in commodity prices.
Moreover, inside these countries, some may have benefited from
globalisation but not all sectors of the population, especially those living in

rural areas and in some of these areas poverty has increased.

3.5.2 Overview of globalisation process

During the 1960s and the 1990s the globalisation process was character-
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ized by the rapid growth of international trade and investment. There was
a sharp reduction in transport costs for commodities and people. At the
same time there was a growing influence of regional and global institutions
and agreements. There was also an increase in all forms of
communication and this was made possible by advances in information
and communication technologies. In the 1960s and 1970s there was a
great gap in the economic and financial relations among developing
countries. This gap was also mostly determined by the cold-war era,
where countries were either aligned with the West (America) or Russia
(the USSR). This had a great impact on the entire global economy. Even
so, the was a steady increase in trade and flow of especially raw materials
from the developed and developing countries. These were mostly
influenced on the whole (sometimes indirectly) by the growing pressure of
the International Monetary Fund, World Bank and World Trade
Organisation. The reforms these organisations demanded in the long run
helped to enhance the role of the free market and measures to reduce

government controls of economies.

Most East Asian countries enjoyed phenomenal growth during the 1980s
and 1990s as they increased their trade with the global markets. As a
result their growth improved and a certain percentage of people came out
of abject poverty. However, many of the countries in sub-Saharan Africa
have benefited very little and have become increasingly marginalised. It is
noted that many of these countries were negatively affected by the
changes in the global trading system. Even though much of their raw
materials were exported to first and second world countries, they were
excluded from the positive spin-offs of globalisation because of
geographic, socio-economic and political constraints that discouraged

investment.
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The global financial markets have become the main source of capital of
the developing countries and the main driving force for new investments.
There is a perception that the gains from globalisation are distributed very
unevenly because there has been an uneven distribution of foreign
investments. The diverse experience of developing countries has led to
opposing views on the pros and cons of globalisation for a developing
country. There are two sides to the globalisation issue. The one side
opposes globalisation and blames the processes and international
organisations that guide it for pushing reforms that marginalise many
developing countries and this helps to widen the gap between the rich
industrialised countries and the poorest developing countries. The other
side views globalisation as a process that leads to economic reforms and
integration into the economy as the most effective way to enhance

economic growth and reduce the scourge of poverty.

It was mostly the East Asian countries that benefited from globalisation
and not sub-Saharan Africa. The growth in their economies had a positive
impact on the urban population whereas the rural population suffered
immensely. The countries that did not benefit from globalisation remained
agricultural. On this score, the large peasant communities who are
dependent on subsistence farming are indicative of this situation. Even
though post-independent African countries made major improvements and
interventions in this area — the well-known facts of 1980s Zimbabwe is a
case in point — much of these systems only lasted for a decade or so and
then fell into misuse. In the long run, the many reforms in the agricultural
sector did not amount to much in terms of sustainability. Maybe it was
because these reforms also imposed a heavy burden on large sections of
the population, which in the long run, could not sustain these systems and
their demands. The general perception, however, is that globalisation

does not benefit people on the ground in developing countries, and least
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of all, the rural peasant farming communities. In some cases, we can also

talk of a ‘backlash’ against globalisation.

The backlash against globalisation is gaining momentum in spite of the
views held by researchers that developing countries have benefited
immensely as a result of their integration with the global economy. See for
instance the online debate on ‘Globalisation and Poverty’ organised by the
World Bank Development Forum in mid-2000 followed by protests in
Seattle, Washington and Prague who were vehemently against
globalisation. The participants stated that “Globalisation may improve
growth rates, increase productivity, enhance technological capability, but it
cannot redistribute created wealth and income in favour of the poor. In
fact, it does the reverse - it redistributes wealth and income in favour of

the not so poor” (see Bigman 2002: 27).

The participants further stated that “with the opening of our market, our
country has become a supermarket of foreign goods, which are cheaper,
killing our local industries, rendering many more jobless. The disparity
between the rich and poor has widened, and although some may have
benefited from the effect of liberalised economy the majority continue to

languish in poverty” (see Bigman 2002:28).

Labour organisations are opposed to globalisation because of the loss of
jobs. Most countries of sub-Saharan Africa and quite a few countries in
South Asia, Latin America and the Caribbean did not benefit from the
globalisation process. These countries are burdened with heavy debts and
the AIDS pandemic. The rich industrialised countries have reaped large
gains from increased trade and faster growth whereas poor nations have

become worse off and their economies have suffered. The positive effects
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of globalisation on productivity can be attributed to the advances in

technology.

Special appreciation must be shown to India and China for their
phenomenal growth. However, even in our country, the cheap goods from
China have drastically affected our economy and caused great
unemployment and suffering. Although these countries made great gains
from the process of globalisation yet their rural populations did not benefit.
In South Africa, our labour has suffered the most under the import of

cheap products from China — especially the clothing industry.

3.6 Poverty and exclusion in a global world

3.6.1 Globalisation as an ideology

In the neoliberal discourse on globalisation, modernisation takes the form
of competitive poles of capital accumulation on a world-wide scale,
designed to generate growth and an increase in the population’s well-
being. However, the requirements of the global economy take priority over
national requirements. This poses a major challenge to local nationalist
governments — as we have come to experience in South Africa over the
last two decades. If we as a nation wants to benefit from the growth
potential that globalisation offers, our engagements with the international
community must be designed in such a way as to provide a favourable
environment for the local community’s engagements with international

organisations.

Despite the major challenges of local communities, the “ideology” of
globalisation, however, beliefs integration into the global economy offers
growth prospects to all on condition that the requirements of the global
economy are satisfied. It is argued that if one favours greater liberalisation

in order to benefit from the global economy, the protagonists of
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globalisation see the phenomenon as a triumph of neoliberalism and
market forces. In this scenario, growth is always good for the poor
because the income of the poor rises one for one with overall growth in
the region (see Dollar and Kraay 2002).

3.6.2 The neoliberal pattern of globalisation

Globalisation is leading to increased impoverishment, growing inequalities,
job insecurity and unemployment. The social systems and institutions are
feeling the effects of globalisation. In the year 2000 it was found that 77
percent of 89 countries realised that their per capita rate of growth fell by 5
percentage points from the period 1980-2000 (Weisbrot and Ray, 2011).

It is argued that globalisation is a game with winners and losers and
unfortunately many seem to be on the receiving end, because of an
uneven globalised economy that seems to favour the interests of
corporations and the rich. The protagonists believe that if one allocates
resources this will accelerate economic growth. Instead globalisation is
benefiting some regions of the world and some sections of the population
but not all equally — especially in the developing world. Globalisers,

however do not concern themselves about this very pressing issue.

3.7 Participation, globalisation and culture

3.7.1 The need for local participation

Global trade existed centuries ago at the time of Marco Polo and
Alexander the Great. During the periods of colonisation, we see that most
goods flowed from the colonies to Europe. However, in the 21% century
trade is expedited and revenue easily accrued because of the advent of
technology. It becomes possible for technology to be available in the
developing world to degrees not heard of before. Despite this however,

the core of globalisation lies outside local arenas of labour and production.
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It is a space above the national space which has its own structures and
laws. This does however raise the question of how to participate in
globalisation. How can a developmental state participate in globalisation?
How can its citizens and their organisations, i.e. civil society participate?
Globalisation also questions our needs. Can our developmental needs
really be met by globalisation forces? We note that needs are fundamental
to humanity. If business is the driving force behind today’s globalisation,
what does this say about our human condition? Markets are as such not
driving for human development. It is noted that they may strengthen
competition but not necessarily lead to the improvement of the quality of
life of humans. Many needs cannot be fulfiled by the markets alone.
These questions set limits to globalisation, but also raises the issue of the
continued need for locally produced goods and services for the local
market. Corporate markets cannot meet these needs. Globalisation needs
direct and various involvements from citizens and workers. In this respect,
we need to tempter “wild globalisation” (Széll, Chetty and Chouraqui
2002).

3.7.2 Participation, globalisation and culture in the era of the African
Renaissance
As Pitika P. Ntuli argued in his ‘Participation, Globalisation and Culture in
the era of the African Renaissance’ (in Széll, Chetty and Chouraqui 2002)
participation should not be based on tokenism. We have had enough of
that in South Africa. We have had our Bantustans and then the tokenistic
promises of the participants in the then Tri-cameral Parliament. Africa has
had enough of such tokenistic promises and need to be developed to
become full participants in global developments. In this, education needs
to play a primary role.
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3.7.3 Culture and participation

The end of the Cold War refracted many cultures which were kept
together due to the hegemony of the major role players of this
dispensation. This became evident in Eastern Europe in the numerous
indigenous cultures which were clamouring for independence. Ntuli points
out that there was a proliferation of cultural resurgence and indigenisation
at the end of the Cold War across Eastern Europe and beyond. This
introduced many local cultures into the global village with a growing sense
of the independence of individual languages this spurned. Ntuli also says
that we are witnessing cultural realignments in Europe even as Europe
consolidates its Europeanism, with its Euro monetary system, and the
unification of the European Community. In this new dispensation, culture
plays an important role in world affairs. In terms of this dynamics, it is
therefore with regret that one sees South Africa seeking to join the West
by clamouring for climbing onto the bandwagon of uncritical globalisation.
Different from South Africa, countries in the East embrace their cultures in
an attempt to expand their own monetary, productive and military powers

and so resist and create a balance of power against the West.

Globalisation from above is upon us. Following Ntuli, we should position
ourselves in such a way that we align all available forces to combat
marginalization, and promote participation by the majority in the
determination of economic policies. The down side of this dynamics is that
globalisation from above also brings with it the rise of rightwing extremists
and many other evolving political movements whose presence and growth
may be detrimental to moderate governments. We therefore need to re-
evaluate the commitments of the variety of movements in South Africa in
terms of the challenges of global economic arrangements that may or may

not compromise their populations.

57



3.8 The impact of globalisation on local communities in South
Africa

Local communities are negatively affected by globalisation. Even more
than under the Cold War regimes, they may find that they are
marginalised even more than what they experienced under apartheid for
instance. We inherited from apartheid a legacy of economic and social
distress and dysfunction. After obtaining our democracy, South Africa took
its place in the global village. Sustainable development, however, is being
undermined continually by market failures especially in the extremely
turbulent global financial sector. In the context of global financial instability
and crisis, we need to assert that the market is not always right. Market
forces are not the solution as liberals propagate. Even if they are morally
neutral — which often they are not because they are controlled and
directed — by outside forces, their competitive nature leads to a situation
where the strong becomes stronger and the weak weaker, the rich
become richer and the poor poorer. “The worth and dignity of people in
human terms is irrelevant to the workings of market forces. Global
financial instability and crisis have shown us that market forces can
produce poor results for poor people. Market forces have no value base
and produce a system which supports the already rich” (see Ndungane
2003:22).

The World Trade Organisation of which South Africa is a member has
seen the flooding of goods especially from China. The cheap clothing has
led to many clothing factories to close down. This had a spiralling effect on
unemployment. Tens of thousands of South Africans have been
retrenched as a result of the flooding of all types of goods onto the South
African market, especially from the East. This in turn has led to abject
poverty in South Africa. Recently there have been many protests led by

the Congress of South African Trade Unions and the South African
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Communist Party. The Government seems helpless because it is a
member of the World Trade Organisation, and in the interim millions are
suffering. Globalisation on the whole has negatively impacted the local
communities of South Africa.

3.9 Conclusion

This chapter has shown clearly what globalisation is and highlighted some
important aspects of the dynamics of globalisation in the world. It has
provided an overview of relevant perspectives on poverty and
globalisation, the globalisation of poverty, the idea of the developmental
state, sustainable development in a globalising world, the way in which
globalisation impacts on developing countries, the issue of being included
or excluded from processes of globalisation, participation in globalisation

and the impact of globalisation.

What is a fact, is that globalisation has negatively impacted the poorer
nations of the world. The continent of Africa has felt the disadvantages of
globalisation. In some ways, many Asian countries have benefited from
globalisation. Within these countries the rich have become richer and the
poor especially in the rural areas have become poorer. As protests have
shown at many of the global meetings that discuss and engage the
financial situation and dynamics in the world, there is a rising tide of
discontent with globalisation, the forces of globalisation and those who
represent globalising forces. The African states in particular have been
strangled by debt and the rich nations are refusing to clear them of their
debt. This sad state of affairs is not helping the poor countries to develop.
This is affecting the implementation of democratic governments in
southern Africa and has thus lead to abject poverty for millions in the world

and especially for Africa.
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CHAPTER FOUR
SOUTHERN AFRICA AND POVERTY

4.0 Introduction

South Africa is nearing the end of its second decade as a democratic
country. Yet, the socio-economic challenges we as a nation face must be
regarded as opportunities rather than obstructions and impediments. As
we entered our second decade of freedom, then former President Thabo
Mbeki, said in his State of the Nation Address (6 February 2004): “the
global environment is uncertain with increasing tension, unilateralism and
unresolved trade issues. But there are also new opportunities for
developing countries to assert their interests. While many developments
could marginalize Africa, there are opportunities for the continent to
mobilise itself for a more humane approach to its plight and that of other
poor regions. Among the governments and citizens of developed countries
there is potential to focus attention on the common objectives of humanity
contained in the UN Millennium Declaration. South Africa is equipped to
play a critical role in this regard due to its location, the size of its economy

in the continent and its current endeavours and outlook”.

From the global world, there has been some support for such novel
objectives. This is especially evident on macro-economic levels, where a

large portion of the debt of some African states was written off.

Peter Fabricius reporting for the Sunday Tribune News, 10 July 2005,
stated that the “G8 Gleneagles Summit this week took a big step towards
making African poverty a thing of the past. The leaders of some of the
world’s richest nations, shrugging off the distractions of terrorist attacks in

London and demonstrations by activists agreed to a huge R171 billion
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dollar a year increase in aid to Africa by 2010. This had been the
ambitious target set by British Prime Minister, Tony Blair's Commission for
Africa. They cancelled the debt of 14 of Africa’s most indebted countries
with nine more waiting in the wings. This together with an earlier
agreement to forgive about R116,5 billion of Nigeria’s bilateral debt
amounted to R343 billion in African debt written off. Blair himself hailed the
deal as ‘very substantial progress indeed’. It would not make poverty
history, he added, using the slogan of the antipoverty campaign, ‘but it
would show how it can be done and it signified commitments to do so'.
The anti-poverty NGO'’s, however, complained that the Africa package fell
short of demands. Caroline Sande Mukulira from Action Aid’s Southern
Africa programme said, ‘What Africa needed from the G8 was a giant step
forward. All it got was tiny steps. We have some aid but not enough and

virtually nothing on trade’.

The main challenge of poverty in South Africa is however not only that of
macro-economic debt, but also real-life poverty, unemployment and

inequality.

The last available survey for the Thekweni Municipality (Tribune Herald
Issue September 11, 2005) on the quality of life of people living in Durban,
for instance, reveals that about 43% of households are surviving on less
than R500,00 a month. According to national figures more than 40% of the
working population is unemployed. Congress of South African trade
organisations have worked on the forming of alliances of non-

governmental organisations to fight poverty and unemployment.
Brendan Boyle reporting for the Sunday Times (6 March 2005) wrote

about Ann Grant, Britain’s outgoing high commissioner who spoke about

“Make Poverty history”. “Grant is an energetic advocate of the anti-poverty
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movement and of British prime-minister Tony Blair's Commission for
Africa, an initiative to cancel developing world and support the New
Partnership for Africa’s Development. Her strongest message is about
poverty in South Africa, Africa and the rest of the developing world. One of
the things that is brought home to you very strongly in South Africa is the
reality of inequality; not just absolute poverty, but the enormous gaps
between the haves and the have-nots living close to each other. ‘I think
the biggest threat to South Africa is the gap between the rich and the

poor’.

To this we can refer to people going actually hungry and coupled with HIV/
Aids, this makes life even worse for many. For instance, in a video-
recording by the United Nation’s Children Fund (Unicef), Kaliati 83,
narrates the misery of being too old - but having to remain young enough
to till the fields and scrounge for food to feed a big family of mostly Aids
orphans. Her misery illustrates the plight of 10,7 million people across
Southern Africa facing famine, unless donors urgently respond to the
nearly R 1,2 billion UN appeal. Of these, at least 8,5 million need urgent
assistance in Zimbabwe, Malawi, Zambia, Lesotho, Swaziland and
Mozambique, according to World Food Programme (WFP) according to
regional spokesman, Michael Huggins. “Hunger has once again returned
to haunt southern Africa” said Huggins. “We need urgent assistance now
to avert a major catastrophe”. (“Bellies filled only with dread”, Sunday
Tribune News September 18, 2005).

According to the latest statistics, 239 million of the 925 million people that

consistently go hungry in the world come from sub-Saharan Africa.
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Crotal =925 milliorD _ Developed countries 19

f Near East and North Africa 37

Latin America
and the Caribbean 53

Sub-Saharan Africa 239

Asia and the Pacific 578

Source: FAQ.

There are many causes to hunger (see Cohen and Reeves n.d.). Yet, in
our near vicinity, Zimbabwe and Malawi jointly account for about 8 million
of the 10,7 million facing hunger, with one million in Zambia and the

remainder in Lesotho, Swaziland and Mozambique.

Against this background, | shall analyse the nature of poverty in South
Africa in this chapter. It stands to reason that much of the poverty and
inequality we currently experience has been inherited from the past. For
this reason we need to analyse the critical perspectives on those socio-
economic dynamics that has caused the poverty we currently experience.
| focus on aspects of this history of poverty, malnutrition, crime, lack of
education and information, the housing shortage, corruption, health care,
welfare, communications, financial institutions, poverty from the
perspectives of women, conflict, domestic violence and the bread-up of

family life, and drug abuse.
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4.1 Uprooting poverty

4.1.1 Many causes of poverty

There are many causes of poverty. In the South African context, the most
severe, is that which has been caused by our colonial and apartheid
histories. For this reason, | shall first provide a brief overview of the
impacts of this history and then turn to some of the main challenges facing

our country in our democratic dispensation.

41.1.1 Burden of the past

Wilson and Ramphele (1994) agree that it is difficult to trace the causes of
poverty in South Africa in the nineteenth or the beginning of the twentieth
century. However, they concede that despite rapid economic growth
during more than a hundred years of industrial revolution (diamonds were
discovered in 1867 and gold in 1886), there are countless millions of
people especially Blacks that are still impoverished and live in abject
poverty in South Africa.

The invasion by the Dutch and British colonists lead to large scale poverty
by the indigenous inhabitants. The Khoisan, Xhosas and other inhabitants
lost their land to these hungry, greedy settlers who pretended to be
Christians but were bent on exploitation of the poor. In fact these colonists
stole the land. The long process of conquest may finally be said to have
culminated in the passing of the notorious Land Act of 1913. In terms of
the Act no African was allowed to own land outside the reserves. The
Land Act later led to the obnoxious Group Areas Act and the many
different apartheid laws led to great suffering and poverty among the
Blacks of South Africa (About SA — History).

41.1.2 Apartheid’s assault on the poor

The roots of South Africa’s current poverty and the on-going process of
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impoverishment go deep into the past. The apartheid policies of the
National Party in 1948 and up to 27 April 1994 had entrenched white
supremacy at the expense of millions of Black people who faced abject
poverty. It was not only the land that was confiscated for white use but
also labour legislation that prevented the equal development of black
labour. The notorious artisan laws are a case in point. To this we can also
link the pass system which prevented freedom of movement and
development.

41.1.3 From incorporation to dispossession

The South African Act of 1909 had left a door open for other territories to
join the four provinces (Cape, Natal, Orange Free State and Transvaal) as
part of the new Union of South Africa. We note that it was the policy of the
various governments to incorporate Southern Africa into the Union. These
apartheid borders excluded these states like Lesotho, Swaziland, and
Botswana from the economic power of South Africa and thereby

dispossessing and impoverishing the inhabitants (South Africa Act, 1909).

4114 Prevention of Black urbanization
One of the main aims of the National Government of South Africa was to
hinder the movement of Africans to the urban areas. The government

adopted three techniques:

e pass laws;
¢ the limitations to housing; and

e the outright destruction of black communities.
Each of these measures cruelly disrupted the lives of black South Africans

and directly contributed to the process of impoverishment, and hence led

to abject poverty for countless millions of blacks.
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4.1.1.5 Forced removals

Forced removals added to the woes of misery and hopelessness and the
ravages of poverty. Within a period of 23 years from 1960 to 1983 no
fewer than 3,5 million people were forced to be relocated. The obnoxious
Group Areas Act of 1950 led directly to the forced removal of over three-
guarters of a million people. Amongst them Coloured families, Indians and
a fewer Whites were forcefully removed to fulfil the policies of apartheid
and racial separation. My families were also affected by the Group Areas
Act and this caused untold suffering and poverty. The effects of the Group
Areas Act, although abolished are still felt today. The whole system of life
was affected and hardships and poverty had escalated. The process of
forced removals was not only impoverishing but also intensely painful (see
Mac).

One of the families that was forcibly removed to a settlement known as
Glenmore on the banks of the Fish River was the Mapapu family. Mr
Mapapu said, “the children were not the only ones suffering. We were
hungry, my wife and I. There is no way that you can describe that hunger”
(Wilson and Ramphele 1994). Forced removals had made the masses
powerless, frustrated and the nationalist government had sowed the seeds

of revolution and the quest for freedom from the shackles of apartheid.

41.1.6 Bantu education

Bantu education under the disguise of ‘Christian National Education’ had a
profound impact on political economy. The apartheid policy was to
deliberately ensure that blacks receive an inferior education and this
inevitably sowed the seeds of the causes of poverty. The education in
South Africa was such that the whites had advantages over blacks in
acquiring the skills necessary for well paid jobs. Bantu education was the

main reason for whites being rich and Africans being poor. It is hoped that
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with the dawn of democracy in South Africa and the provision of equal
education that the masses of disadvantaged people in South Africa will
have a better education and thus try to escape from the vicious cycle of
poverty (see Kallaway 1984).

4.1.1.7 Crushing of organizations

It counts for any society that its people must have political power. For
decades in South Africa the plight of the people were crushed when
political organisations were banned by the apartheid government. The
majority of the people in this country were denied the power to vote, thus
depriving the masses to improve their lives. The apartheid government
denied the masses economic power. Political movements, trade unions
and activists have been banned and in many cases leaders were killed.
The death of Black Conscious leader, Dr Steve Biko, who died in the
hands of the apartheid police had repercussions for the economic and
political situation in South Africa (see Biko).

At the dawn of our democracy all organisations have been unbanned.
However, the Congress of South African Trade Unions and its partners
have formed alliances to pressure the South African Government to
introduce measures to fight poverty and unemployment. The apartheid
government was bent on destabilising the Southern African countries.
Many of these countries were providing asylum to the African National
Congress Freedom Fighters.

The countries that felt the greatest threat of destabilisation was Angola
and Mozambique. These countries were ravaged by wars. South Africa’s
aggressive military presence in Angola and her support of Renamo in the
early eighties led to untold misery and poverty for countless millions of

people.
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41.1.8 Population growth

During the apartheid rule whites made population growth a big issue. They
blamed the problem associated with poverty to the mass population of
blacks. A common response from the apartheid government that the
poverty found in South Africa was caused by the poor themselves who
have ‘too many children’. The problem of poverty was exacerbated by the
employment of workers from neighbouring countries like Lesotho,
Swaziland and Botswana. The local population could not find jobs.
Through mounting landlessness and commercial agriculture, thousands of
women were unemployed. There is some equation between poverty and
family size. According to Nomusa Ndaba, ‘for many mothers, often
undernourished, the burden of yet another pregnancy and child outweighs
any prospective gain from an additional labourer or security for the family.
But many women are powerless to make reproductive decisions’ (Wilson
and Ramphele 1994).

In South Africa under the new democracy not much is said in the media
about family planning. However, there is an increase in population.
Teenage pregnancies have added to the population growth. Recently
there has been great demand on social grants for unmarried mothers. The

present population growth is adding to the causes of poverty.

4.1.1.9 Inflation
Inflation is essentially an increase in the general level of prices. The
wealthy are generally not adversely affected by inflation. The poor are

hard hit by rising prices.
The present democratic government is trying hard to manage inflation.

However, outside factors like political instability, wars, natural disasters

and the rising price of oil makes a dent in inflation and may lead to bond

68



increases. The present petrol, diesel and paraffin prices are having a
marked influence on inflation. The cost of fuel has a spiralling effect on the
economy and the poor are getting poorer. The poor are in a no-win
situation. They are most vulnerable to inflation.

4.2 Poverty and unemployment

Unemployment is a very important contributor to poverty. Almost 40% of
the active working force in South Africa are unemployed. This presents a
very serious problem in South Africa. The unemployed especially many
women are forced to turn to prostitution. It is in this context that | wish to
refer to an article that appeared in the Daily News Tuesday 23 March
2004. “Unemployment has bitten so deeply that jobless men are pimping
their young wives on the streets in order to survive”, an incredulous
President Thabo Mbeki has been told. A resident of Garden Flats told the
President. “The poverty is so bad that husbands join their wives at night
when they go out to sell their bodies and collect the money” (Daily News
23 March 2004).

It is noted that high levels of poverty are in the rural areas where the
majority of people are unemployed. In 1995 the rate of unemployment was
59% among the poorest quintile (fifth) of the population, compared to 5,5%
among the richest quintile. With respect to the characteristics of the
people in the poorest quintile, 93% of the unemployed poor are Africans,
56% are female, 70% are below the age of 35, 58% are from rural areas,
50% have completed primary education or less and 72% have had no

previous job experience.

4.3 Malnutrition

Poverty definitely leads to malnutrition. Malnutrition is not only a lack of
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food or regarded as a medical problem. It is the outcome of complex inter-
related social, economic, political and other processes. Malnutrition
impacts on the quality of life and opportunities of those affected and their
ability to earn adequate income. Immediate causes of malnutrition include
inadequate dietary intake and diseases; underlying causes are related to
household food security, adequate maternal care and childcare and
adequate access to basic health services and a healthy environment and
basic causes relate to the availability and control of human, economic and
organisational resources. Poverty is the basic cause of malnutrition. It is
argued that in order to overcome malnutrition, South Africa requires that
nutrition goals be explicitly incorporated into the activities of economic and
social sectors.

The Lund Committee on Child and Family Support ([1996] 2008) has
advised the government that there should be continuation of the child
benefit grant to the primary care-giver. The implementation of these
recommendations will address the problem of inequality to the extent that
assistance should reach a far greater number of children and also be less
racially and geographically skewed. It is hoped that in this way poverty will
be addressed to the extent that the grants reach intended beneficiaries.

44 Crime

South Africa has one of the highest crime rates in the world. South Africa
is the rape capital of the world. It has been noted that poor people are
more at risk from personal crime than the affluent. This in no way means
that the affluent are not influenced by crime. In particular violent crime is
one of the more severe shocks that can cause vulnerable households to
become impoverished.
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4.4.1 Thelinks between crime and poverty

The wealthy tend to be victims of property crime whilst the poor are at risk
from personal crime. In 1995, 95% of reported rapes were of African
women. Poverty, high unemployment and marginalisation of men increase
the risk of violence against women, and poorer women are often trapped
in abusive relationships because of their dependence on partners for food,
shelter and money. We note that areas inhabited by the poor are less
likely to have infrastructure such as street lighting and telephones, public
transport and decent roads that facilitate crime prevention. We note that
poor people are unable to supplement the services of the police and

security companies (see Anderson n.d.).

4.4.2 State responses

The Government has stated in the month of September 2005 that it is
doing all in its power to stop the rise of crime. It also appealed to the
nation to assist it in fighting crime.

Over the years, the police have provided many statistics about crime.

The most popular in the press has been about which crimes increase and
which decrease from year to year. Yet, the most important to note is the
trends over the last decade. The most recent data shows these trends.
Below, | highlight only the incidence of crime between 2009/ 2010 and
2010/ 2011. See for the full Crime Report 2010/ 2011 of the South African
Police Service (2011).

Table 1Serious crime during the 2003/2004 to 2010/2011 financial
years and the percentage increases/decreases in crime between
2009/2010 and 2010/2011

Crime incidence of crime per 100 000 of the population
c ateg ory 2003/ 2004/ 2005/ 2006/ 2007/ 2008/ 2009/ 2010/ Y%incre
2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 ase/
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Decrea
se

10111
VS
09/10
Contact crime
Murder 427 403 396 405 386 373 341 319  -65%
;‘]’;""e':exua' off 1425 1484 1452 1376 1334 1448 1385 1324  -44%
Attempted murder 648 526 438 425 393 376 353 310 -12,2%
Assault with the
intent to inflict 560.7 5353 484.0 460.1 439.1 4185 4162 397.3  -45%
grievous bodily harm
Common assault 6057 5750 4853 4432 4139 3961 400.0 3718  -7,1%
Robbery with
aggravating 288.1 2722 2553 267.1 247.3 2493 230.6 203.0 -12,0%
circumstances
Common robbery 2060 1950 159.4 1501 1358 1217 1167 109.8  -59%
Contact-related crime
Arson 190 176 163 166 155 141 136 131  -37%
Malicious damageto 541 5 3737 3077 3025 2862 2758 267.9 2507  -6,4%
property
Property-related crime
Burglary at

. f . 645.2 5928 559.9 526.8 4971 506.5 520.2 495.3 -4,8%
residential premises

Burglary at non-
residential premises
Theft of motor vehicle
and motorcycle

Theft out of or from 370.8 3188 2966 2617 2334 2250 2451 2462  0,4%
motor vehicle

Stock-theft 89.0 70.1 61.3 60.8 60.1 61.7 65.7 60.3 -8,2%

139.3 1203 116.0 1233 1317 143.8 1455 1382 -5,0%

190.0 180.0 183.3 1821 167.7 156.0 1455 129.0 -11,3%

The statistics provide an idea of the nature of crime in South Africa, as
well as the decrease compared to the previous year. We can safely
conclude that the factors in many instances that lead to crime can be
associated with the high levels of poverty, and experienced by countless
millions in South Africa. It is incumbent on the government to take urgent

steps to eradicate the high levels of poverty.

4.5 Lack of education and information

A serious cause of poverty, disease and malnutrition is the lack of
educational services. Irrespective of gender, limited and sub-standard
education greatly reduces ones chances in life. A shortage of skills and
training ensures that a great proportion of the population remains trapped

into the now too familiar cycle of poverty. Low educational standards by
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women are also known to correlate strongly with the incidence of
malnutrition amongst children. Poor education not only limits the
opportunities that women will be able to acquire employment or improve
their productive skills but also limits their knowledge of the nutritional and

hygienic needs for a healthy family.

4.6 Housing and poverty
The apartheid era was characterised by the provision of poor housing.
Millions of Africans were forced to live in slum conditions. In these

conditions the people felt the pangs of abject poverty.

Poor people in South Africa are still badly housed. Most of the Whites,
Indians and Coloureds live in substantial dwellings (see Bhorat et al.
2001).

The PSLSD data shows a strong association between income and
housing. It is noted that 36% of the very poor live in shacks or traditional
dwellings with very poor households crowded at 2,3 persons per room as
against 0,5 persons per room for the richest 20% of households and in
most cases the rooms of the poor are smaller and in a worse condition.
Only 15% of the poor households have electricity, 19% have piped water
and 11% have a flushed toilet. In fact no rich households cook with wood

which is the fuel used by 60% of the poor households.
The government has made strong gains in housing, and water and
electricity provisioning over the last few years. The government is

committed in continuing to provide these services to the poor.

Even though it was shelved prematurely, The Reconstruction and
Development Programme (1994) initiated by the government has provided
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the bedrock for these services. This is so despite the fact that some
houses were provided and were of an inferior quality and that corruption

has also played a negative role in the provision of houses for the poor.

4.7  Corruption

One of the contributing factors to poverty is the high levels of corruption in
the South African society. There is a perception in South Africa that “white
collar crimes” and corruption have become rife in private and public
institutions. We note that according to Transparency International’s 1995
Corruption index, South Africa scores a disquieting 5,62 (21 out of 41

countries). Various reasons have been advanced for this situation.

In particular during the apartheid regime South Africa provided an
environment which was structurally conducive to corruption where there
was a culture of secrecy that resulted in the lack of transparent and
accountable systems which led to criminality. Official corruption was
identified at very high levels, especially in the former ‘homelands’ where it
was more apparent. The government’'s National Crime Prevention

Strategy places corruption as a priority crime concern.

Recently in South Africa there has been an increase in corruption. Many
government departments, especially the Social Pensions and Housing,
has experienced levels of corruption. As a result many poor people have
been affected. We have also recently seen in South Africa strikes against
municipalities for poor delivery and lack of skills. As a result many poor

people’s lives have been disrupted (Lodge 2001).
4.8 Health care

The poor of South Africa are not in a position to afford quality health care.

We note that health care is merely one of the determinants of health. A
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range of other factors such as sanitation and access to safe drinking
water, impact on the health status of poor people. The Government is in
the process of legislating a new health care system that will include all
South Africans (see Health Care in South Africa).

49 Welfare

The inadequate provision of welfare has affected the plight of the poor in
South Africa. The government is making strides to improve the situation.
Nevertheless, welfare provisioning still bears the mark of apartheid
inequalities with poor people, especially in the rural areas, having limited
or no access to welfare services from government or NGO’s. In fact
welfare should ideally help people escape from the poverty trap (see
White paper for Social Welfare 1997).

4.10 Communications

Inadequate tools of communication add to poverty in South Africa. The
inability to afford access to telecommunications deprives the poor of
employment opportunities, education and health facilities which in turn
impact on productivity and social networks which in turn influence the
ability of individuals and households to participate productively in the

economic sphere.

Telkom, the main service provider has improved telecommunications in
South Africa but there is still much to be done especially in the rural areas
of South Africa. The Government’s agreement to grant a licence for other
service providers is going a long way to assist the poor as there is now

greater competition.

411 Financial institutions, credits and cash benefits

Most of the poor are unable to access loans from financial institutions. As
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a result the poor are not able to own property or undertake renovations.
The government is endeavouring to address this situation. Recently the
South African Communist Party was making recommendations to financial
institutions to put in structures to assist the poor in obtaining loans. They
also recommended to the government to grant amnesty for all those
whose names appear in the Credit Bureau (see Collins and Morduch,
2009).

4.12 Poverty: Women'’s perception of men
Some women regard men as dangerous and a liability and, as such, a
drain on the resources of women and a factor contributing towards their

poverty.

A study conducted by Murphy and Teixeira and Chambers who said that
men often demand money from women. A further study conducted by the
Black Sash concluded that women were unwilling to obtain maintenance
for their children from the father because “he might hit you”. At another
level women in Hlabisa indicated that the presence of men at certain times
of the year placed a demand on their already committed time. “When the
father is at home during the holidays, he disturbs us from feeding the
child, the father demands his own time” (see Chopra and Ross, 1995).
These are samples of a continuing epidemic of men who do not develop

themselves.

Other women perceive men differently. They regard men as useless,
contributing nothing towards their struggle to make ends meet. Bank
(1995) cites the example of Ntombekhaya and Sizwe, commenting that
the employed Ntombekhaya felt that long term unemployed Sizwe had no
right to play a role in household decision-making because he had failed to

fulfil his responsibilities as husband and father to her children. In Hlabisa,
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women stated that handicraft production was important to them because
“most of their men were lazy and did not contribute much to household

income” (Chopra and Ross, 1995).

4.13 Conflict, domestic violence and divorce

Conflict in South Africa prior to the advent of democracy on 27 April 1994
was a contributory cause of poverty. Much of the conflict was fuelled by
the apartheid government so there will be conflict among the black people.
We saw this type of conflict was very evident between the Inkatha
Freedom Party and the African National Congress. Many thousands had
to flee their homes throughout South Africa and especially in KwaZulu-
Natal. The ‘third force’ fermented the violence which was sponsored and
orchestrated by the white national government. Thousands of blacks lost
their lives and yet countless thousands faced abject poverty. Many
revelations of the ‘third force’ were made during the Truth and

Reconciliation Commission.

Domestic violence has increased in South Africa, especially against
women and children. This has led to marked levels of poverty. Families
have been uprooted. This domestic violence was mostly carried out by

men.

Divorce is causing great hardships and suffering for thousands of people.
There is an African proverb which states ‘when two elephants fight the
grass gets hurt’. When a divorce is made final thousands of children are
hurt. In many cases the father refuses to pay maintenance and as a result
children are not well fed, education suffers and the children are left
traumatic and face a bleak future coupled with abject poverty.
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4.14 Drug abuse

Drug related crimes have risen in South Africa. Poverty leads to drug
abuse. Many people want to forget about the effects of poverty by drug
abuse. On the other hand we often see on television programmes that
many teenagers are taking their parents’ possessions to sell it so that can
enjoy their drug habit. This sad state of affairs leads to crime and abject

poverty (see Parry 1998).

4.15 Conclusion

Poverty is on the increase in Southern Africa. On the one hand, we have
inherited a dynamic from apartheid which continues to plague our country.
There are different aspects to this, and the government is systematically
attempting to deal with this — as it has done over the nearly two decades

of coming to power.

On the other hand, we have the realities of poverty and crime in our
country. There is a widespread need for pro-active action to deal with the
various aspects of poverty. In this situation, it is not only government but
the civil society organisations, NGOs, and religious organisations that can
play an important role.

Furthermore, most of the Southern African States are in debt. The political
turmoil and corruption is aggravating the situation of abject poverty. The
rich nations are not doing much to assist the states in Southern Africa.
There should be an abolition of debt and a firm helping of African states
with agricultural benefits. In this way the states in Southern Africa will be

assisted to alleviate to a great degree abject poverty.

This chapter grappled with some of the aspects of poverty in South Africa

and Southern Africa. | focused on aspects poverty, malnutrition, crime,
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lack of education and information, the housing shortage, corruption, health
care, welfare, communications, financial institutions, poverty from the
perspectives of women, conflict, domestic violence and the bread-up of
family life, and drug abuse.

The South African Government is trying its best to alleviate poverty. There
is a still a long way to go. The legacy of apartheid has had a negative
impact on poverty alleviation. There is still wide disparity of wealth, the
majority of Blacks still live in abject poverty whilst most of the economic
power is still in the hands of the white minority. The low G.D.P. of the
neighbouring states has an adverse effect on poverty. There is great influx
of foreigners and this is also impacting on poverty where the locals are
unemployed. The fragile political situation in Zimbabwe where millions are
flocking into South Africa is also impacting negatively on poverty. The
succession debate in South Africa for the presidency of the African
National Congress will also have an important bearing on the poverty

issue in South Africa in the next year to two years.
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CHAPTER FIVE
POVERTY, HUMAN RIGHTS AND EDUCATION IN SOUTH
AFRICA

5.0 Introduction

The erosion of human rights during the dark days of apartheid had
contributed to poverty for millions of South Africans. During the reign of
the Nationalist government harsh laws were passed. The pass laws, job
reservation, forced removals, and group areas act eroded Black people’s
rights. The laws were passed to deprive Blacks of political rights and
especially the right to vote. Thousands of activists were banned and put
into prisons. These harsh acts of the apartheid government added to
economic and political misery and exacerbated the high levels of poverty
in South Africa. Quote ironically, it originated from the fact that there was
no Human Rights Charter in the country. Smit (2010) points out, that when
the world decided to adopt the Universal Declaration of Human Rights on
10 December 1948, the South African apartheid regime decided in that
same year (26 May 1948), to go in the opposite direction, and opted for
the apartheid system which was devoid of any form of human rights.
Closely linked to the absence of a Human Rights charter was the poor
education offered by the Bantu Education system. Rather than adding to
their improvement, it could be argued that it impoverished the vast
majority of Blacks even further — by making them believe in their second
class status. The apartheid government hid this racist system under the
cloak of Christian National Education but the poor provision of education

to the Black masses was nothing but unchristian.

The transition of South Africa from an apartheid ideology to democracy is

characterised by the fact that it did so under the new umbrella of the South
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Africa Constitution that embeds Human Rights as a central component in
it. This fact has in some measure improved the plight of people — at least
in so far as there are pressure groups in government and society that now
openly champion human rights. The democratic government is also trying
to improve education but there still has much to be done to eradicate the
inequalities of education that have escalated poverty levels in South

Africa.

This chapter has a few main focuses, namely the relationship between
human rights and poverty, the rights people have an how these impact on
the need of an adequate standard of living, the right to a safe
environment, the right to the availability of land, the right to education, and
the human rights of children, and finally, the role of non-governmental

organisations in the fight against poverty.

5.1 Human rights and poverty

We learn that poverty is a human rights violation. Every woman, man,
youth and child has the human right to a standard of living that is
necessary for health and well-being, to food, clothing, housing, medical
care and social services. These fundamental human rights are defined in

the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

The Bill of Rights which is Chapter 2 of our constitution, is a corner stone
of democracy in South Africa. It enshrines the rights of all people in our
country and affirms the democratic values of human dignity, equality and

freedom.
5.2 Human rights at issue

The human right to live in dignity, free from want, is itself a fundamental

right, and is also very important for the realization of all other human
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rights. These rights are universal, indivisible, interconnected and
interdependent. We note that the right to be free from poverty includes the

following:

5.2.1 The human right to an adequate standard of living and work

Unfortunately the standard of living of millions of South Africans has been
eroded by poverty. The Congress of the South African Trade Unions
recently stated that over 40% of the active South African population is
unemployed. On 26 October 2011, Zwelinzima Vavi, COSATU, said: “In
our growth path document we noted that 40% of the unemployed are new
entrants into the labour market, who are almost likely to be young people.
Statistics further show that 41% of the unemployed are between the ages
of 25 and 34. In addition, 62% of the unemployed have less than
secondary school education and 33% have completed secondary
education but have no tertiary education. In short, 95% of the unemployed
do not have tertiary education. In addition, more recent statistics show that
the long-term unemployed, i.e. people who have been unemployed for
more than a year, have increased from 60% of the unemployed to 65%”
(see Vavi 2011).

Unemployment impacts negatively on poverty. Children become the
victims of the cycle of poverty. The lack of nutritious foods leads to
malnutrition. Over the last few years, we have seen in South Africa many
factories, especially clothing and textiles, have closed down because of
globalisation and the unregulated free market the ANC government opted
for. Thousands of cheap goods from China and other Asian countries
have flooded our markets. This has in great measure led to
unemployment. Some companies under-pay workers and exploit them.

The poor wages paid to workers dictates a poor standard of living.
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5.2.2 The human right to a safe and healthy environment

The Human Rights relating to the environment are set out in basic human
rights treaties and include: the human right to a safe and healthy
environment. Poverty impacts negatively on the safety of people in South
Africa. The overcrowding of cities and townships leads to an unsafe
environment. We have come accustomed to the reports on the
disappearance of children, many of whom have been found murdered.
Parents are worried about the safety of their children and our country
needs to cultivate and foster environments in which children feel safe. In
addition, crime and drugs have become the past time of many
unemployed people. As a result many places in South Africa have become
unsafe. People’s safety is being threatened daily.

Over the last few months we have seen many demonstrations on service
delivery. This is one major area in which the governance systems in the

country could contribute in developing safe environments.

The provision of health care is a basic human right. However, the inability
of the poor people to access medical aid impacts negatively on the well
being of millions of South Africans. Poverty impacts negatively on the well
being of poor people. Everyone has a right to have access to adequate
housing. However, millions of South Africans live in squatter camps
because of abject poverty and as a result are faced with mounting health
problems coupled with poverty.

5.2.3 The right of access to land

Conflict over land has been a central theme over the centuries in South
Africa. The policies of the apartheid government robbed the blacks of land
which was rightfully theirs. Like housing, the right to own land is a very

emotional and moral issue in South Africa. The Bill of Rights enshrines the
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right of its citizens to access land. Since the dawn of democracy in South
Africa, since 1994, the government has been hard at work addressing the
issues of land re-distribution. However, 87% of land is still in the hands of
Whites and this situation is unacceptable. Blacks are deprived of land and
as a result they are not able to grow crops and practise stock farming.
This impacts negatively on poverty. If land is available the Land Bank
must give loans to engage the plight of the poor. In this way the poor can
plant and harvest and provide food for themselves.

In 2005 there was a Land Summit in South Africa. The Minister of Land
and Agriculture, Thoko Didiza, discussed many issues with the objective
of expediting the re-distribution of land. Yet, nothing was done. Compare
for instance the recommendations following the Land Summit. We can
also compare the Secretary of the South African Communist Party, Blade
Nzimande'’s call for “Red October” on the land issue in 2004, that resulted
in the 2005 Land Summit — “a summit that resolved that the ‘willing seller,
willing buyer’ model of land reform must be changed as it is an obstacle to
access to land by our people” (see Nzimande 2011). The purpose of this
campaign was to pressure the government to redistribute all vacant and
private land to the poor so that the poor will have enough land at their
disposal to farm so that they can escape from the ravages of poverty. Yet,

again, nothing was done.

5.2.4 The right to education
The Bill of Rights states that “Everyone has the right to basic education

including adult education”.
The apartheid government provided “Bantu Education” which was far

inferior to the Whites. Africans were provided with poor schools with

inadequate resources. Training provided for teachers was very
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demeaning. As a result African children received inferior education and
this to a large extent contributed to abject poverty. There is a definite
correlation between education and poverty. The right to a good education
was eroded by the apartheid government.

In 1994 per capita expenditure varied between R 5 403 on white schools
and R 1 053 on schools in the Transkei, repetition and pass rates
correlated closely with these differences. Young men and women in
impoverished areas tend to stay at school despite poor performance
because of high unemployment results. The main problem, however is
that the general quality of life of people in South Africa is on the decrease,
as the latest figures on the Human Development Index (2004) shows. The
HDI The HDI comprises three components: an ‘educational attainment
index’ constructed out of adult literacy rates and gross school enrolment
rates; a ‘life expectancy index’ derived from data on life expectancy at
birth; and an index of GDP per capita taking into account purchasing
power (see Seekings 2007:12).

During Kadar Asmal and Naledi Pandor's heading of the ministry of
education there have been improvements in education. However, the
ravages of poverty still heavily impact on educational standards in South
Africa. The Congress of South African Trade Unions recently stated that
the drop out rate before matric is about 60% because of the impact of

poverty.

5.2.5 The human right for children

The BiIll of Rights state that “every child has the right to family care, basic
nutrition, shelter, basic health care services, to be protected from abuse,
exploitative labour practices and to education”. However, many rights of

children are violated because of poverty. We read with horror the abuse,
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neglect, malnourishment, inability to afford school fees and exploitation of
labour. The UNICEF report of “The State of the World’s Children 2011”
states that the most urgent need for poverty-stricken areas, is to invest in
adolescents. “Poverty may be the single biggest threat to adolescent
rights. It catapults young people prematurely into adulthood by pulling
them out of school, pushing them into the labour market or forcing them to

marry prematurely.”

The government although involved in the eradication of poverty among
children should do more to eradicate poverty. They should jealously be
guided by ‘The Convention on the Rights of the Child’, and for investing in
the next generation, engage poverty of the young today.

5.3 The role of non-governmental organizations in the fight
against poverty in South Africa

5.3.1 Background

Non-Governmental Organisations have played no small measure in
dismantling apartheid in South Africa. During the dark days of apartheid
non-governmental organisations were largely responsible for having
projects to assist the poor and needy of South Africa. Oscar Dhlomo may
be quoted: “However representative our new government may be it cannot
hope to transform our society by acting on its own; this task will also
require the active involvement of civil society itself. On this score South
Africa is fortunate to have a large and vigorous community of NGO'’s.
However, these organisations are under pressure; with the struggle
against apartheid over, funding is drying up, adding greater urgency to the

need to retail or their operations”.

NGO’s have been functioning in the past against state oppression and

neglect of the poor. They have over recent years been gearing themselves
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towards rebuilding a society from the remnants of the destructive area of
the past. Now NGO’s are actively involved in active programmes of

transformation.

Jinabhai and Meharchand (1993) argue that “new paradigms of
development congruent with the material and human conditions prevailing
in South Africa will have to be fashioned. The unshackling of this
enormous human potential, and the liberation of the creative energies of
the masses, require to be channelled into such a new development

direction”.

The Development Resource Centre is debating the definition of an NGO,
and makes a distinction between the concept and organs of civil society. It
regards civil society as ‘all society outside the government or public
sphere of life’, and which includes the non- government, not-for-profit
sector, which it calls the voluntary or NGO sector.

The emergence of NGO’s in South Africa have not been without its
contradictions and problems. The past government found the political
activities threatening and placed a series of restrictions on their
registration and activities in an attempt at curtailing their advocacy role.
The result of this scenario was that NGO'’s in South Africa became highly
politicised and operationally politically active in order to survive and to
continue to attack the root causes of poverty, rather than provide band-aid

assistance to the symptoms.

We note that at the local levels communities have high expectations from
NGO’s. When these expectations are not met, disadvantaged
communities are filled with suspicion and distrust, anger and hostility.

Most NGO'’s which try to become involved in development programmes
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inevitably operate from a position of weakness. To this is added the
problem of over ambitious expectations (Davies, 2001). Many NGO’s
become product orientated rather than process orientated, the actual work

and delivery with and in communities.

Disadvantaged people at local levels usually have clear views about what
their needs are. At the grassroots levels they know what their needs are
because their day-to-day experiences of deprivation and inequality are a
continuous reminder of the gaps and shortcomings in their lives which

have been fashioned by decades of apartheid policy and practice.

With the advent of democracy there have been greater opportunities for
NGO’s so that they can make a meaningful contribution to the
development of South African society. At the local government level, civic
organisations are playing a meaningful role in community development
issues. The so-called Indian and Coloured communities have enjoyed

great assistance and help by NGO'’s in the fight against poverty.

In Black residential areas in the mid-1970’s, NGO’s were involved in a
broad range of issues and campaigned against high rents and service
charges where the plight of the poor were highlighted. Civics operated on
well-established structures which have constitutions. By the mid-1980’s
civics had become a significant force as they engaged in consumer and
rent boycotts as the majority of people were poor. Many civic
organisations have focused their attention on development. Yet, the civis

were disbanded with the coming to power of the ANC government.
NGO'’s also played a significant role in partnership with the Reconstruction

and Development Programme which was designed to uplift the needy by

the provision of houses and other basic services. However, the
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government decided to go-it-alone without the NGO’s in the
Reconstruction Development Programme. This exclusion had very serious
consequences, so much so there has been a wave of strikes and protests
about the poor quality of houses provided for the poor as well as the

numerous problems associated with service delivery.

Although the previous Minister of Public Works, Jeff Radebe gave
assurances to the NGO sector that “Government regards NGOs as equal
partners in the process of developing previously marginalised
communities in this country” there has been not much faith by the

government in assisting NGOs to achieve these ideals.

5.3.2 Therole of NGO’s in response to those with HIV/AIDS

A number of NGOs have rallied to those who are suffering with HIV/AIDS.
They are involved inter-alia in orphan care, provision of food, assisting
with anti-retroviral drugs. Many NGOs have campaigned the government
to the provision of free drugs and also the lowering of the cost of
medicines. One such organisation is the Treatment Action Campaign. The
Treatment Action Campaign has protested vigorously against the
Government’'s refusal to provide anti-retroviral drugs especially to the
poor. The government has relented and now provides the much needed
anti-retroviral drugs to those infected with HIV/AIDS. We note that the
rollout is gathering momentum as health facilities develop the capacity to
manage patients on ARVs. We also note that the Government is making
available social benefits available to people living with HIV/AIDS and
impoverished households (see Guide to HIV/ Aids NGOs in South Africa).

5.3.3 The business sector’s response to people with HIV/AIDS

The business sectors are showing great interest on the HIV/AIDS

pandemic and are putting in place measures to treat and prevent the
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spread of HIV in the workplace. It was especially the mining industry that
realised that there was a reduction in profits, absenteeism and deaths
among its workers due to the HIV/AIDS pandemic. The Anglo-American
group decided to invest in maintaining the health and productivity of
infected workers. Since 2002, Anglo-American has incorporated into its
HIV/AIDS programme free ARV treatment for all the employees that are
infected. We must hasten to compliment Anglo-American company for
investing in human resource and in this way the life of the employees are

prolonged and their dependents are able to escape from abject poverty.

5.3.4 Traditional medicine, culture and health

Traditional healers play an important role in the treatment of people with
HIV/AIDS. The poor sections of the community infected with HIV/AIDS feel
comfortable visiting traditional healers. These healers provide herbal
remedies and prayers that help people with HIV/AIDS. The herbal
medicines dispensed are far cheaper than drugs from pharmacies. The
Government has recognised the vital role played by traditional healers in
the fight against HIV/AIDS (see WHO on Traditional Medicine).

5.3.5 The Gift of the Givers organization

The Gift of the Givers is a non-governmental organisation. It is headed by
Dr Suliman who is a medical doctor. This organisation has done sterling
work among the poor of the poorest in South Africa and many African
states that are facing abject poverty. This organisation has also done work
in other parts of the world, e.g. Pakistan and Turkey when they were hit by
a deadly earthquakes, as well as other parts of he east where we have
had the tsunami (Japan) as well as floods. The destitute, poor, sick and

homeless were cared for by this worthy organisation.
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5.3.6 Non-governmental organizations in Chatsworth

5.3.6.1 The Chatsworth Rotary Club

The Chatsworth Rotary Club is doing sterling work among the poor in
Chatsworth and surrounding areas. This club makes bursaries available to
all races of disadvantaged communities, so that children from
disadvantaged communities can pursue tertiary education. This
organisation recently had a campaign entitled “Uniting Against Hunger
Campaign”. This initiative was in response to the escalating poverty and
hunger. Mr. E.S. Chetty, Chief Superintendent of Education Management
said, “I encourage all schools to empower their pupils to be part of this

socially relevant initiative”.

5.3.6.2 Life healthcare’s community involvement programme

This organisation is made up of business partners who help to alleviate
poverty. This organisation has helped more than 15 000 disadvantaged
children countrywide. The group’s programme started in 1994 with 15
projects, focused on making a difference in the lives of underprivileged
children. Presently more than 80 projects are run in South Africa and
Botswana. We also note that staff from Life Chatsmed Garden Hospital
have adopted Welbedacht Upliftment Programme for children from

disadvantaged areas.

5.3.6.3 HIV/AIDS Unit — Chatsworth Child Welfare

The Chatsworth Child Welfare HIV/AIDS unit is providing a useful service
to the communities in Chatsworth and surrounding areas. It services the
many ‘poverty pockets’ by providing social assistance and with regards to
the HIV/AIDS pandemic. Every Thursday two HIV/AIDS counsellors are
sent to Seven Tanks to assist this underprivileged and under-resourced
community. This diverse community is ravaged by social ills such as

poverty, crime, lack of education. Besides an educational component they
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have a social component which assists with distributing of groceries and

clothing.

5.4  Conclusion
This chapter has dealt with three main focuses, namely the relationship
between human rights and poverty, the main rights issues involved, and

the role of non-governmental organisations in the fight against poverty.

Poverty has led to the erosion of human rights and a social reality and
practice in South Africa. This is evident form the fact of the absence of a
Human Rights Charter in apartheid South Africa. It is also present in the
fact that the Bantu Education system aimed at the production of
secondary citizenship and not provided a primary basis for all to
participate on an equal basis. All of this sowed the seeds of abject poverty
in South Africa. However, the Human Rights Charter in our constitution as
well as our education system aims at uplifting all to an equal level of

existence.

There remains much work to be done on human rights in South Africa.
Labour is still being exploited, and as a result employees are given poor
salaries and this definitely contributes to levels of poverty. Farm labourers
are still being exploited but the Government is taking measures to address
this issue. Domestic workers are still being exploited and the government
has introduced the necessary legislation to address this issue.
Government has introduced measures to assist the ver