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Abstract
The formation of a settler elite and its role in colonial Durban’s
urban development between 1854 and 1921C have been studied. In this
instance of early colonial capitalism, local business leaders readily
established an intimate connection between economic and political
power. Many of them used their position on the Durban Town Council,
formed in 1854, to wield preponderant civic influence and become the
driving force in the development of the town. The nature of this
settler elite has been investigated in terms of the theories of
social stratification, formulated along Weberian lines. Following
the institutionalization of power arrangements these leading settlers
were legally acknowledged as a governing elite. Durban provided the
setting in which metropolitan institutions, activity patterns and
environments could be introduced and maintained, as dictated by the
underlying value—-system of the British settlers. The colonial city
of Durban hereby not only demonstrated the appearance of a
civilization, but also the mutual interaction between man’'s behaviour
and his culturally modified environment. The ruling elite regarded
the beautification of the urban environment as part of their civic
responsibilities in this city—-building process. Such a civic pride
was especially applied in Durban to the building of impressive Town
Halls and public buildings. These leaders also played a decisive
role with regard to harbour improvements, railways, tramways,
electricity supply, telephone services and sanitary improvements.
Following a historical pattern of colonial urban development, Durban
became another British city in Africa. VYet it possessed local
features which made it atypical, if not unique, in a South African

context. The driving force and way of life of the town during the

colonial period was clearly British.



Table of Contents

Acknowledgements vi
List of Diagrams/Figures/Plans/Maps/Charts vil
List of Illustrations viii
List of Appendices ®1i
Abbreviations xii
Freface Xiiil
Chapter 1 Social Stratification in Colonial Durban 1
Chapter 2 The Institutionalization of Power Arrangements 8
Chapter = The Settler Elite 65

Chapter 4 The Physical—-spatial Structure of Colonial Durban 1063

Chapter 5 The Underlying Value—-system 137
Chapter & Harbour Improvements 187
Chapter 7 The Railways 232
Chapter B8 Tramway, Electricity, and Telephone Services 263
Chapter 9 Sanitary Improvements 205
Conclusion 340
Note on Sources 43
Bibliography 2%

Appendices 377



vi

Acknowledgements

My interest in urban history was prompted by a previous unpublished
M.A. thesis, 'The History of the Durban Town Council, 1834-187%°
(197%9), which was undertaken under the guidance of the late FProfessor
J.J. Dberholster, Dean of the Faculty of History at the University of
the Orange Free State, and his successor, Frofessor M.C.E. van
Schoor. My grateful thanks for a rekindling of interest and guidance
in further research of this kind are due to Frofessor Benyon and his
colleagues from the Department of Historical Studies at the
University of Natél, FPietermaritzburg. Their kindness displayed at
all times and acceptance of a complete stranger in their midst did
not go unnoticed. I wish to acknowledge the assistance which 1
received during the course of seven years of my completing a doctoral
thesis from Frofessor John Laband and Frofessor Faul Thompson. Both
rigorously supervised the thesis and patiently undertook corrections

on a grand scale.

My thanks also go to Sheila 0° Byrne Spencer for kindly sharing some
of her vast knowledge of British settlers with me. Also to the
staffs of the Natal University Library, Fietermaritzburg, Government
Surveyor’'s Office, Natal Archives Depot and the Natal Socisty
Library, Fietermaritzburg, as well as the Don Africana and Killie
Campbell Libraries in Durban and Purban Local History Museum for
helpful service rendered in finding the necessary research material.
Les Hughes kindly undertook proof-reading of the typescript for which
I am very grateful. Most of all I wish to thank my husband, Fer
Bjorvig, for his moral support and for making the task I took upon
myself financially possible.

A.C. Bjorvig

Fietermaritzburg

December, 1924,



Diagram
Diagram
Diagram
Diagram
Diagram
Diagram

Diagram

Figure 1: The first 5ur§ey of Durban Town Lands 1844 Between

Figure
Figure
Figure
Figure
Figure
Figure
Flan 1:
Plan 2:
Flan 3=
Flan 4:

Chart 1

vii

List of Diagrams/Figures/Plans/Maps/Eharts

Facing

Fages

1: Interrelationship — institutions/strata
2a: Durban circa 1878

2b and c: Durban circa 1885 and 1206

?d: Durban urban regions 1206

IF: DOriginal train route to West End Halt
4: Froposed railway deviation 1888

3: M.G.R. HMain Line and Branches 1203

2: True Copy of original diagram of 1844 Facing
I 7Frank Maynard Map of Durban 1884

4: Breakwater (Pier)! Schemes (1B50-1710)

5: General Flan of Durban Harbour 1905
&: Harbour Controversy: Congella Bayfront

7: Main Shipping Companies Represented

Allen Gardiner’'s Flan of D 'Urban 1835

Gearge C. Cato’'s Town Plan 1840

General Town Plan of Durban 1845

Town Flan with more street names 1851

: FPort Matal 1B22-3 by Lieutenant King

107

108

109

117

118

187



viii

List of llustrations

Facing Pages

1. The first Borough Seal of the Durban Town Council 44

(George Russell, History of Old Durban: Frontispiece)

2. Coat-of-Arms City of Durban 47
(Brochure: City Hall Durban South Africa, 1960, p.3)

. Hayor George Christopher Cato 1854 49
(Durban Local History Museum)

4. Durban’'s first double—-storey building 1830 (Painting) 51
(Durban bLocal History Museum)

3. Durban Borough Police Station 1843 354
(Durban Local History Museum)

6. R.C. Alexander, Superintendent of Borough Police 1876 )
(ﬁurban Local History Museum)

7. Durban Fire Brigade D&
(Durban Local History Museum)

8. Mayor William Hartley’'s Mansion 1B60 73
(Durban Local History Museum)

?. Berea Fanorama from Mayor H.W. Currie’s House (Fainting) 74
(Durban Local History Museum)

10. Third Home of Matal Mercury % Adam’'s Bookshop 8B&

(Durban Local History Museum)

11. Durban’'s first Bank 1854 87
(Durban Local History Museum)

12. Mayor Benjamin Breenacre 1875 89
(Durban Local History Museum)

153. The old Borough "Parish Pump" in Smith Street 112
(Durban Local History Museum)

14. Berea View near upper Glenwood (Fainting) 121

{(Durbanm | oral Hictmery Mooeme o



ix

List of Illustrations (continued)

Facing Fages

15. Durban 1862: Wesleyan Chapel far right 1273
(Durban Local History Museum)

14. Original semi—circular pier, Durban North Beach 128
(Daily News, 12 February 1942)

17. Laying of Foundation Stone - Durban Ladies’ College 150

(Natal Archives: Natal Mercury Pictorial, 1903)

iB. A funeral procession 136
(Durban Local History Museum)

19. Town Bardens and Royal Hotel 1870 159
(Durban Local History Museum)

2G. Durban Club and Marine Hotel 121C 160G
(Matal Archives)

21. Addington Hospital 1879 167
(Durban Local History Museum)

22. Laying of Foundation Stone — new Town Hall 19206 168

(Natal Archives: Natal Mercury Pictorial, 120&)

2%. Durban Public Library and Reading Room 187% 172
(Durban Local History Museum)
24. Young Ladies’ Intertown Collegiate Tennis Match 1905 176

(Natal Archives: Natal Mercury Pictorial, 1905}

25. The Bayside from Royal Natal Yacht Club 19072 180G
(Durban Local History Museum)

26. Bathing Stage in Durban Bay 1843 181
(Durban Local History Museum)

27. Ships at the Point 1851 (Fainting) 189

(Durban Local History Museum)



b

List of Illustrations (contd.}

Facing Pages
28. Durban Harbour 1870s (Painting) 121
(Durban Local History Museum)
29. Stranded on the "“Bar", 25/2/1892 211
{Durban Local History Museum)
30. Ferry Jetty, 12085 212
{Durban Local History Museum)
31. Durban Docks, circa 1887 v 214
{Durban Local History Mussum)
32. Umgeni Railway Bridge 1877 240
(Dﬁrban Local History Museum}
33. How we travelled in 1877 244

{Matal Archives: Natal Mercury Pictorial, 17035}

Z4. How we travelled in 1905 247

(Natal Archives: Natal Mercury Pictorial, 19203}

25. Durban’s Railway Station 1898 257
{Durban Local History Museum)

34. Horsedrawn trams in Berea Road circa 1880s

[N
~
[N

(Durban Local History Museum)

37. Horsedrawn trams in West Street circa 1889

I

74

{Natal Archives)

IB. A public well in Berea Road 1B&3

|
8]
)

(Durban Local History Museum)



Appendi
Appendix
Appendix

Appendi:

;N

”“~

Appendi:

Appendi:

Fal

Appendix
Appendix
Appendix
Appendix

Appendi:

P

fippendix
Appendix
Appendix
Appendix
Appendix
Appendix
Appendix
Appendix
Appendix
fppendix

Appendi:

RS

Appendix

-~

Appendi:

Appendi:

-~

Appendix

Appendi x

El:

®1

List of Appendices

Suggested Class Model: Tables 1 and 2
Suggested Status Model:Tables 3 and 4
Hierarchical Occupational Class Differences
Suggested Power Model
Durban Mayors 1854-1210
Scheduled Town Council/Committee Meetings 1B20
Durban Ward Divisions 192046 by J. Fletcher
Small—-scale Group Study of 35 Mayors
Reclamation of Eastern/Western Vlieis 12046
Tables 5 and ba/b/c: British Trade—share Predominance
Tables 7a/b: Durban Population Figures
Tables B/%: Durban in relation to other 5.A. Towns 1210
Reconstruction of Central Durban Townscape
Reconstruction of Central Berea Suburb
Shareholders and Directors of M.R.C.
Frospectus of M.R.C. (1B5%?)
Flan A: Durban—-Foint Line
Flan B:.Extension to Umgeni River
N.G.R.: Comparative Statements 1859-1877
Remnant from Dufban—Ppint Line (1B&0)
bBurban Tramways 1895
Durban Tramways/N.G.R. 1904
Original Cost of Durban Tramways 1902-1909
Some Steamship Companies for Harbour Improvements
Vital Statistics of Durban Borough Fopulation
Central Town Drainage Plan 1844

Central Location of Durban in relation to Coastal

Sugar Industry.



it

List of Abbreviations

GH Government House, Natal, papers in Natal Archives Depot,
FPietermaritzburg

KEAL Killie Campbell Africana Library, Durban

NAD Natal Archives Depot, Pietermaritzburg
NBB Natal Blue Books
NGG Natal Government Gazette

M.R.C. Natal Railway Company

N.G.R. Natal Government Railways

FM Frime Minister

£SO Colonial Secretary’'s Dffice, Natal, papers in Natal Archives
Depot, Pietermaritzburg

NHD Matal Harbour Department

MJIFW Minister of Justice and Fublic Works

FWD Fublic Works Department

MSCE Master of the Supreme Court Estates



®iili

Freface
Durban, founded as a trading settlement in 1824, is a product of
European expansion on the eastern seaboard of South Africa. In 1839
it became the port of the short-lived Voortrekker NMatalia Republic.
Once Matal was annexed by Britain in 1843, Durban throve and grew as
the colony’'s port city. It is one of the inegalitarian cities
produced by South Africa’s colonial past and its development stands
in stark contrast to the process of the present—-day struggle for more
egalitarian cities. Durban was, more than a century and a half ago,
substantially modelled into a place of opportunity for a privileged
minority. At present one of the major challenges facing the new
South Africa is to make her cities places of real opportunity for the
mass of the people. To describe the characteristic social structqre
of colonial Durban is of course to simplify. It is easy to see that
there was a social pyramid that corresponded to some extent with
colour. PBut to understand this structure, the historical situation
of Durban has to be taken into account. As a typical British
colonial city (declared a borough in 1854), it has to be judged by
such criteria as its nineteenth century time frame, its European
culture (primarily British), its economic industrial system
{employing animate and inanimate energy sources), and hy its

industrial capitalist political econamy. ?

1 Anthony Douglas King, ‘Colonial Cities: Global Fivots of
Change’ in Robert Ross and BGerard J. Telkamp (eds), Colonial Cities:
Essays on Urbanism in a Colonial Contesxt (Dordrecht: Nijhoff, 1985;,
PP. B-%. Supplementing King‘s analysis is G.A. De Bruijne’'s 'The
Colonial City and the Fost-Colonial World’ in ibid., p.Z233. De
Bruijﬁe finds it more relevant to label colonial cities as
‘passive-industrial’ rather than industrial, as these cities
{relevant in the colonial Durban context) did not produce large
amounts of industrial goods, but accepted the products of industrial
p?oductiun of the Western world. Cf. J.W McCarty, ‘Australian Capital
Cities in the Nineteenth Century’ in Urban History Yearbook
(Leicester: lLeicestar Universityv FPrace 1970) . . 1 = =
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Furthermore, Durban, as a typically British colonial city, shared
some unigue features present in societies in other British colonial
cities such as Cape Town, Fort Elizabeth and East London in South
Africa, Sydney in Australia, and Halifax in Canada. Characteristic
of the type were such features as, firstly, group dominance, with
power (economic,.social, political) held principally in the hands of
the non-indigenous minority. Described as ‘city—-based control’, =
this greatly restricted or curtailed the rights of the colonised
Africans. Secondly, the ethos of the colonists, as expressed and
perpetuated through their economic, social and political
arrangements, was racially, culturally and religiously different from
that of the colonised majority.® Thirdly, the dominant colonial
minority was, in colonial urban days, superior in terms of
technological, economic and military resources, and necessarily in
social organization.® These colonial societies therefore displayed
‘the essence of colonialism, the imposition on another people of a

system of values not their own. =

Durban’s case poses the question of how the colonial minority became

dominant in its own unigque way. Such a question obviously draws

= De Bruijne ‘The Colonial City and the Post-Colonial World’ in

Ross and Telkamp (eds), Colonial Cities, p.233, saw the necessity of
this control teo ensure the production, as well as transportation of
goods from the metropolitan city. Ta him, ‘colonial cities were
centres of control and also intermediary mediums. -

_ _3 Fing, ‘Colonial Cities’, in Ross and Telkamp (ed.), Colonial
Cities, pp.?-10; and Colonial Urban Development: Culture, Social
Power and Environment (London: Routledge and Kegan Paul, 197&)
pp.44-5, 15&6-7, 1B1. ’ ’

* King, ‘Colonial Cities’, in Ross and Telkamp (ed.), Colonial

Cities, p.10.

= 'fhilip Mason, FPatterns of Dominance (London: Oxford

P b & i a2 - . i~ A vy e g — — —
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attention to the leaders that this society produced and who formed a
controlling settler elite. As representatives of a minority, they
did not consciously set themselves to mould the minds of the
indigenous population. But the social structure, the realities of
power in the nineteenth century and the self-confidence of the
Yictorian age, combined inevitably to drive home the lesson, already
implicit in language and metaphor, that ’White’ meant all thét was
desirable, and ‘Black’ meant everything that was to be despised and
avoided.® This was the universal conviction in colonial cities,
which translated itself into different ambitions at different levels

of society.

The content of this thesis has been chosen to exemplify and
illuminate such issues concerning the colonial past of Durban. To be
comprehensive is impossible: the intention is to combine a reasonable
breadth of treatment with the inclusion of topics of particular
interest. The structure and ordering of content requires only brief
explanation here. The thesis is divided into nine chapters, which
are in turn grouped together on related issues. While each chapter
can be read on 1ts own as a contribution to understanding the
colonial city of Durban, together and in sequence they should help to
underline the continuity and contradictions built into urban life,
and above all its spatiality. The concept of social stratification
implies that unegually ranked strata or classes exist in society, and
that those patterns of inequality persist over time. To érrive at
some answers as to what form this stratification took in Durban, it

becomes necessary to take a closer look at the people of this

colonial settlement.
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The topic to be dealt with in Chapter 1 1s how unequal Durban
colonial society was within itself and in relation to the rest of
Durban. Chapter Z attempts to illustrate how the settler minority
institutionalized power arrangements through the establishment of one
of their leading institutions, the Durban Town Council.” It will be
shown how economic, political and social inequality among individuals
and social groups within White Durban society became legally accepted
and was perpetuated. Chapter 3 undertakes a social study of thirty
five Mayors (nominal heads) in the Durban Town Council of colonial
Durban. Insight is offered into how these prominent leaders
represented a colonial settler elite; by practising social
conventions and traditions of various kinds they acquired enough
wealth and prestige to sustain their lifestyles.v Chapter 4 furthers
an understanding of a colonial elite in the social structure of this
typically British colonial city (which in itself cannot be treated as
fixed), by examining the physical and spatial environment.
Conversely, by examining the society in which it existed, the
physical and spatial environment (buildings, architecture and spatial
structure) can be appreciated. The built—up Durban environment,
which came about through the planning of the dominant British sector
ef society, unmistakably mirrored their culture and carried the
imprint of its being founded as a EBritish town. Chapter S provides
further insight into some aspects of the British culture and
underlying value-system of this society as manifested in the physical

institutional form which resulted from the

z Use is made of the term 'Town Council’ as ‘city’ is a nominal

status and the powers of a Town Council do not necessarily increase
when the town becomes designated a city. Under Ordinance 7 of 1935,
the Borough was granted the status of ‘City of Durban’ and the

Councillors’ Year ran from October to September. Municipal Elections
ware tharm hald imn Netobioes @ me e d e o o B -
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initiative of their leaders. Chapters 4, 7, 8 % ? examine in more

depth the physical and spatial environment of colonial Durban by
elaborating on some technological changes (for example railways,
referred to in Chapter 4), which affected the appearance of Durban.
These techneological improvements, made possible by the dominant
sector of Durban society, simultaneously added to the development of
this colonial city. Chapter & furthers the discussion by
concentrating on Durban harbour improvements; Chagter_? on the
development of the railways; Chapter 8 on services provided by the
controlling British settler elite, such as tramways, electricity and
telephones; and Chapter 2 on a few other selected environmental
services such as water supply, drainage and sewerage, which also

modified Durban’'s physical and spatial environment.

Durban was for these British settlers a creation of a home from home
in a modified form in the strange continent of Africa. As their
society became more complex, there was a tendency towards inequality
between classes of people, towards the developing of a status group
that became permanent and that was derived from the fact of having
been born into a certain population sector. The colonial city of
Durban, forming part of the Colony of Matal, annexed by Britain in
1843, is to be appreciated as yet another ‘British- city in Africa.
The particular cultural values of this society were to be understood
as Western, or more specifically, ‘British-’. It did, however,
possess local features which made it atypical, if not unigue in a
South African context. By studying this society’'s social power and
technology (as most useful variables) the changing patterns within
the modern city, that is one built upon the industrial énd scientific

revolution, can be predicted. The outcome of it all was that the

sand—swept flats around the hav € Bemd Rod -1 -
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this evolutionary process into a settlement with the makings of a

proud city.

Visual data of White colonial culture, mainly retrieved from the
Natal Archives Depot, FPietermaritzburg, and Durban Local History
Museum, have been used to a limited extent to investigate how the
Durban environment was perceived and modified by this dominant sector
of the population. Although this study emphasizes treatment of the
European colonial community (familiarity with its language and
rulture are obvious reasons for this emphasis), one remains aware of
the inter—action of this group with other cultures, namely the
cultures of the indigenous population and Indians. The dominant
culture of the colonial elite is obviously not to be seen in a
vacuum; the other cultures are part and parcel of the economic and
political system in this man—made environment. References have been
made to their cultures in this contact situation. A comprehensive
focus on all groups would, however, go far beyond the scope of this
present research. 0Only by trying to identify how various cultural
groups have made significant contributions to its rich and
diversified heritage can the Durban community develop an appreciation
that amounts to respect. This attempted urban history of the
colonial city of Durban will hopefully add a valuable dimension to
understanding man’'s predicament and potential in the city setting.
The plea is for an urban consciousness of, or civic pride in, the

man—made Durban environment and a desire to conserve it.

The author contends that this attempted urban history of the colonial
city of Durban is her own original work, unless specifically

indicated to the contrary in the text. Also that this thesis has not

e o e e L = o oa " - e .



Chapter 1

Social Stratification in Colonial Durban

‘The colonial city, like colonialism itself, provided the setting
for the encounter of races and civilisations — y=ft one fthat took
place in a situation of structured inequality.’?

The concept of social stratification implies that unequally ranked
strata or classes exist in society and that such patterns of
inequality persist over time. This statement can be amplified by
some gquotations from the work of social theorists.
"v..If the rights and perquisites of different positions in a
society must be unequal, then the society must be stratified,
because that is precisely what stratification means. 2

"wv.all societies display both a division of labour and
inequality. =

"en..the division of society into distinct social classes is one
of the most striking manifestations of inequality in the modern
world...” 4

"All societies are inegalitarian.’

This chapter will discuss to what extent Durban colonial society was

1 King, 'Colonial Cities’, in Ross and Telkamp (eds), Colonial
Cities, p.Z27. ’

= Leonard Beeghley, Social Stratification in America: A
Eritical fAnalysis of Theory and Research (Santa Monica, California:
Goodyear, 1978), p.44 and The Structure of Social Stratification in
the tnited States (United States of America: Allyn and Bacon, 198%9:,
p.1. Beeghley has become an American leader in the field of modern
ressarch on socicological analysis of American society.

= Beeghley, Social Stratification in America, p.%35.

< The leading British scholar, Thomas Burton Bottomore, Classes

in Modern Societvy (London: Allen and Unwin, 19465), p.14; Fhilip
Green, The Pursuit of Inequality (Oxford: Robertson, 1981), p.i.

= ~ 3 ) . t . -
Walter Barrison Runciman, Relative Deprivation and Social

Justice: A Study of Attitudes to Social Inequality in Twentieth
Century England (London: FRoutledge, and Kegan Faul, 19246), p-3; Andre
Beteille, Equality and Inequality: Theory and Practire (Duford:
Oxford University Press, 1983, pp.1-27; The Idea of Natural
Ineguality % Other Essays (Oxford: Oxford University Fress, 1983},

p.Z.
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unequal. For such an analysis, 1t is necessary to define social
inequalities. These are diverse and intricate and some sort of
empirical categorization is a necessary prerequisite for any clear
discussion of them.

a) Max Weber’'s heuristic model of class, status and power.

Max Weber = model for the determination of social strata is a major
contribution to the modern theory of stratification® and has
applicability within a colonial settler situation. Following Weher's
model, with its terms class, status and power, the members of Durban
society (or any other society) can, according to their occupations,
wealth, power or prestige, be collectively grouped above o+ below one
another. Such a social grouping can be termed ‘'sncial
stratification’. Gometimes a grouping may be defined in terms of
‘economic’, ‘social’ , and ‘political’ inequality.” The analysis of
structured inequality in the colonial setting of Durban, where
different races and civilizations met, will be discussed in terms of
the Weberian concept of stratification, which has become fundamental
to non—Marxist analysis. Weber was explicitly setting out to
contradict what he considered to be the ‘economic determinism'®

which he perceived in Karl Maru’'s work. This theme is present in

“ Ma:x Weber, Guenther Roth and Claus Wittich (eds}, Economy and

Society: An Dutline of Interpretative Sociology {(Berkeley, bLos
Angeles and Londen: University of California Fress, 1978, part 1

L]
pPp. I0Z-7; part 2, pp.926~-3%9. Weher's interpretative sociology has
been a key slement in my research and his two short sketches in part
1, pp.302-7 on spcial stratification together provide the hasis foar a
modern theory of social stratification.

z Runciman, Relative Deprivation and Social Justice, A
Beeghley, Social Stratification in America, pp.27-41; Edward G.
Grabb, Social Ineguality: Classical and Lontemporary Theorists
{Toronta, Ontario: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1984), pp.4s&-6&7.

e The idea that the class structure — in this case, the

distribution of life-chances - was wholly determined by economic
factors. Gee Rosemary Crompton and Jon Gubbay, Economy and LClasg
Structure (London: The MacMillan Press Ltd, 1977y, p.7.
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much of Weber s writing and is well portrayed by Leonard Beeghley

when he observes that,

‘w..while Weber realized that economic factors shaped
stratification systems (for example income allows certain
lifestwvles and prevents others), his point was to emphasize the
importance of non—economic sources of stratification — prestige,
religion, ethnicity, family background. '®
In Weber’'s theory, ‘class’ means all persons i1n the same situation in
the market structure;®° more explicitly; ‘class situation’ and
‘class’ refer only to the same (or similar! interests which an
individual shares with others.? To speak of a person’s ‘class’, is

to speak of his approximate, shared location in the econemic

hierarchy.

Although closely related to class, Weber makes it quite clear that
status is not synonymous with it. Weber’'s theory of ‘status’ in its
relation to ‘class situation’ {(whereby classes are to be identified
according to the objective structure of the market) is concerned with
stratification by such essentially subjective criteria as prestige
and social estimation. These criteria are expressed in a particular
‘style of life’'.*=2 In other words such criteria are determined

solely by the feelings of its members. Weber also stressed that

individual lifestyles confer status as a result of parental

*® Eeeghley, Social Stratification in America, p.21. For an
explanation of the Marxist approach, see Feter Saunders, Social Class

and Stratification {London: Routledge, 1990}, PR.3—-1C; and Bottomore
Llasses in Society, p.18. ,

1o _ Weber, ‘article’ in Weber, Roth and Wittich, (eds:, Economy
and Society: An Outline of Interpretative Sociology, vol.1l, p.302.

13 Ibid., vol.1, p.306.

1= Ibid.
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upbringing, formal education, and occupational experience.?™ 0On
such bases, people at all levels tend to associate with othets who
experience roughly the same life styles, and frequently try to
prevent the entry of outsiders into the group — a mechanism of social
discrimination.®*® In summary, classes and status groups reinforce
each other because, cover time, classes try to appropriate and protect
their individual lifestyles, while status groups try to monopolize
economic opportunities for the group.®™® Unlike classes, status
groups are normally communities whose members recognise the prestige,
lifestyles, etc., they have in common.*® In principle, prestige or
honour can thus be based on virtually any quality that is both valued
and shared by an aggregate of pesople. Status for Weber is aften
found to be in conflict with class stratification. For example, the
monopolisation of particular goods or skills by particular status
groupe 1is combined with a distaste for ‘haggling’ or ‘bargaining’,
which was freguently associated with other lower groups. Acting in

such a way impedes the full development of the market.31”?

Weber was concerned with the relative power of classes and status
groups rather than with the power hierarchy per se.® Bottomare

analysed Weber’'s notion of power as "ineguality’, ‘a distributive

14 Beeghley, Social Stratification in America, p.35. According

to Runciman, Relative Deprivation and Social Justice, p.44, the
prestxge of a job, or the style of life that goes with 1%, ar the
eQucatlonal gualifications which it requires, are what matter for the
hierarchy of status.

1= Beeghley, Social Stratification in America, p.39.
1e Crompton and Gubbay, Economy and Glass Structure, pp.7-8.
1z Ibid.

18 Ibid. )



Diagram l
A suggested preliminary analytical framewark of the
interrelationship of social institutions and =social St“ata
in the colonial Durban context.
{Adapted from Leonard Beeghley, Social Stratification in
America (1978), p.100.
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The top (horizontal) portion of the diagram depictse in a six-sided
block analogy the various social institutions that can be identified
in colonial Durban saciety.

The =sconomic division is central; peoples’ occupatiocns provide them
with resources that decisively influence their other social
charactericstics.

The side (vertical) portion of the diagram depicts identified social
strata in the colontal Durban context, i.e. upper middle stratum;
intermediate; low and residual stratum.

“"Whites" - those who can trace their origin te Europe.

“Blacks" - those who are in whole or part of African or Asian
descent.

These divicions suggest a preliminary analyvtical framework that can
be useful for studying social stratification with its
interrelationship of social institutions and social strata in the
colonial Durban context.
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notion which focuses on the differential capacities of actors within
a system to secure valued but scarce advantages and
reESQUrCeS. .. 19, Bottomore finds that Weber identifies powetr with
control, dependence, and ineguality ... when he observed that
"classes", "status groups" and “parties" are phenomena of the
distribution of power within a community ,2° in terms of which some
individuals are capable of commanding the behaviour of others. If
the described Weberian three—fold model of social stratification 1is
to be applied, any study concerning social processes will involve
assigning individuals to a specific class. Without such a
classification the social character of a community cannot be

assessed.

A possible description of the stratification system of the colonial
Durban community can be achieved thtrough the application of a
guantitative method 2! based on extensive use of pccupational
archival data. A suggested class model (See Appendix A and Table 1}
is used in this historical exercise as a criterion for identifying
classes. This is done using the objective structure of the market,
which has been arranged with reference to the Weberian class
dimension. The focus is on the economic division of jobs, since
peoples’ occupations provide them with resources that directly
influence their other social characteristics. Tha economic division

1s central®? and stems “from the brute facts of economic

1 Tom Bottomore and Robert Nisbet, A History of Sociological

Analysis {(London: Heinemann, 1979, p.&37.

20 Ibid., pp. 438, &b,

=21 Fatricia L. Kendall (eds), The Varied Sociology of Paul F.
Lazarsfeld (Mew York: Columbia University Fress, 1982, p.x, wrote:
‘Lazarsfeld is most often identified as a pioneer in the field of
quantitative analysis.

=22 Caa Nianram 1.
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organisation’, 2% ‘which portray the structure of inegualities’ .?®4
The procedure of using occupation as a major determinant of social

~lass will become clearer as the data, and interpretations thereof,

are set out.

A suggested status model (See Appendix E and Table 2), also based on
occupational data (though occupation is not the sole determinant of
social class), uses such essentially subjective criteria as prestige
and social estimation. =% Bearing WEber'é definition of ‘status’ in
mind, the model ’'relates to more subtle distinctions which stem from
the wvalues that men set on each other’'s activities’.Z% The
Weberian status dimension has even more relevance to colonial Durban
society than that of class; the Soﬁial aspect is accentuated more
than the economic. In other words, the prestige of an occupaticn
does not automatically transcend racially-based perceptions. The
racial concept of status conferred by colour (Black—White: has

emotive power and is still relevant in the South African context.=7

== A. Stewart, K. Frandy % R.M. Blackburn, Social
Stratification and Occupations (London: Macailian, 1280), p.Z2.

=4 K. FPrandy, A.Stewart % R.M.Blackburn, White-Coliar Work
(Londan: Macmillan, 19282}, p.12.

== A great deal cof evidence from recent field research

converges to show that occupation is a major (though not soled
determinant of social class. This conclusion is buttressed by the
findings of such writers of social theory as Talcott ParsonE,J
Fingsley Davis and Wilbert E. Moore, mentioned by Natalie Rogoff,
"Snci1al Stratification in France and in the United States’ in
Rainphard Bendix and Seymour Martin Lipset (eds.), LClass, Status and
Fower: A Reader 1n Sociological Stratification (United States of
Amarica: The Free Fress of Glencoe, 1953}, p.5B4.

26 Rogoff, "Social Stratification’ in Bendix and Lipset (eds),
Class, Status and Power, p.584.

=7 Fhilip Mayer 'Class, Status and Ethnicity as Perceived by

Johannesburg Africans’ in A. Faul Hare, Gerd Wiendieck, and Max H.
von Broembsen (eds), South Africa: Sociological Analyses {(Cape
Town: Oxford University Press, 192792}, p.Z2923.
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The power model, as such, is dealt with extensively in Chapter 2.
This model identifies institutionalization of power arrangements,

which process in this colonial period perpetuated inequalities.

Azsigning indiwviduals to a particular class for the purposes of
setting up a class model can be problematic. The most important
division for many Western sociologists is defined in terms of
occupation, that is between manual and non—manual work.®2 In a
Marxzist class analysis the division is not between manual and
non—manual workers, but between the 'bourgeoisie’, owners of
property, and the ’‘proletariat’ who do not own property.=2®® Gnother
approach is to draw the line between skilled and unskilled workers:
many manual workers can become so prosperous as to be ranked as
members of a newly emergent ‘middle class .=° In the final

instance, however, the class structure of colonial Durban society can
be properly understood only through an attempted theorstical Weberian
approach to the systematic empirical and historical investigation of

that society.

=e Runciman, Eelative Deprivation and Seocial Justice, p.4Z.
Bottomore % Nisbet, A History of Sociological Analysis, p.&0dé, write
as follows: "NMo other definition of.class has shown itself to be so
adaptable to the investigations and surveys of political choice,
family structure, consumption patterns, children’'s educational
attainments, social imagery, and similar inguiries, which keep the
wheels of empirical sociology endlessly turning. ° Also: "However much
the terminology of "working” and “"middie class" is preferred in the
dls;u5510n of findings and in theoretical writings, the operational
definition is almost always based on the familiar distinction,’

== Michel Beaud, A History of Capitalism 15G0-1980 {(translated
by Tom Dickman and Andere tLefebre!, {(London: Macmillan, 1984),
pp.112-5; Bottomore, Llasses in Modern Society, p.3Z.

=o Stewart, Frandy % Blackburn, Social Stratification %

Dccupations, PP-?1-2; Runciman, Relative Deprivation and Social
Justice, pp. 45-51; Roger Fenn, Class, Fower, and Technoloqy: Skilled

Workers in Britain and America (Cambridge, Cambs.: Folity, 129G},
Pp.4-8, 172-3; Bottomore and Nisbet, A History of Sociological
Analysis, pp.&G&6—10.
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Weber identifies the upper class (an aggregate of individuals who
chare a common market situation? as ‘positively privileged propertied
classes’, as ‘rentiers’ who ‘do not have to work’' and receive their
income from men (in the case of slaves), land, mines, factories and
equipment, ships, creditors and securities.®* They include an
entrenched country aristocracy (upper—upper class of birth and
wealth) and up—and—-coming industrialists and financiers with newly
acquired wealth (lower—upper class!,™* who have tended, especially
in the British context, to consolidate that wealth iﬁ the form of
landed possessions. Togethsr, these privileged participants in a
common market situation comprise the national eslite.== The
recognition, in any given society, of the existence of an "upper
class’ whose posiftion is founded upon privileged access to private
property, should be considered not as the conclusion but the starting
point of analysis of the system of power that pertains in that
society, “...as the "hierarchy" of elite groups is one principal
medium whereby the translation of economic into political power, or
the reverse, is effected.’ 3% A wealthy™>= stratum of people or

settler elite (very broadly speaking), receiving benefit from

=1 Weber, ’‘article’ in Weber, Roth and Wittich (eds), Economv

and Society: &n Outline of Interpretative Sociology, vol.l, p.303.

== See Ruth Rosner Kornhauser, ‘The Warner Approach to Sociai

Stratification’ in Bendix and Lipset (eds}, Class, Status and Fower,
pp. 230-1.

?3 G.E. Mingay, The Victorian Countryside (London: Routledgs
and ¥kegan, 1281}, vol.Z2, pp.384-8.

x4

Fhilip Stanworth and Anthony Giddens (eds), Elites and Fowepr

in British Socisty (London: Cambridge University Fress, 1974), p.xi.

== Beeghley, Social Stratification in fAmarica, p.213,

conceptualizes the distribution of wealth in terms of five levels:
(1¥ those who are worth nothing; (2! those who are barely solvent;

(2} those who have a nestegg of wealth: (4} the rich: and (5) the
superrich.
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the industrial revolution=® had by 1851 turned a predominantly
rural population into one just over half uwrban. To Bottomore this
change influenced ‘most fully and clearly the typical class structure
of the new cepitalist society’” in Britain.®® British settlers who
made up early Durban society would retain something of this British
class structure, though in its own distinct South African form.*?
They were to be transformed in economic, social and political

circumstances peculiar to the colonial locale.

The first British settlers in 1824 colonised Port Natal,#=
primarily for trade. The intention of ‘F.B. Farewell and Company ’,
representing the Cape Town based company of J.R. Thompson (which had

direct links with Britain), was to set up a past which would

i E.J. Hobsbaum, Industry and Empire: &n Economic Histoery of
EBritain since 1750 (London: Weidenf=ld and Micolson, 1969:, pp.7-9:
J.F.C. Harrison, Early Victorian Britain 1832-51 (Landon: Weidenfeld
and Nicolson, 1971), pp.4&-8; G.M. Trevelyan, English Social History:

a Survey of Six Centuries from Chaucer to fueen Victoria (New
illustrated edition. London: Longman, 1978), pp.440-53; 5,6.
Checkland, The Rise of Industrial Societv in England 1815-1BB5
(Landeon: Longman, 1944}, pp.2B0~300; E.P. Thompson, The Making of the

English Woriing Class (Harmondsworth, Middlecex: Penguin, 1948), po.
20-53; Edward A. Hughes, Britain and Greater Britain in the
Minetesnth Century (Cambridge: University of Eambridge Fress, 19857,
PRp.4-5, 174&; Penn, Class, Power and Technoloov, pp.4-8.

40 Bottomore, Classes in Moderr Socigty, p.33.

a3 King, Cglonial Wrban Development, pp.22-3, writes that each

member, as he established a new community, carried with him his own
‘conceptual models® of his society and culture, which wera
fundamentally important in structuring his new social world. ‘The
degree to which these models are modified by contact with the host
society and environment are evidenced by the type of sociail order andg
new culture which, over time, emerge.’

42 Tradition has it that Vasco da Bama, a Fortuguese explorer
on his way to India, more than three centuries earlier, in December
1497 sighted and named the territory ‘Natal'. See George Russell,
History of 0Old Durban (Durban: P. Dawvis % Sons, 1899), pp.1-2; John
Centlivres Chase, The Matal Papers (Grahamstown: Godlonton, 1843),
p.1.
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supersede that of the Fortuguese at Delagoa Bay.?*® The British
annexation of Matal in 1847% ensured Durban’'s future development as a
EBritish port. The Letters Fatent of 30 April 1845 announced that
Fort Natal was to became ‘a separate and distinct port’ fraom Cape
Tawn. Matal’'s Collector of Customs, William Swan Field, was
accordingly 1nstructed to communicate directly with the Treasury in
London.** An Order—i1n-Council of 246 September 1B44& formally
provided for this, so that, as Earl Grey later explained, 'goods may
be landed in the Cape Colony for re-exportation to Natal, and, in
this case, they only pay duty once. If shipped direct far Port
Natal, they only pay duty likewise’ ' .*= Durban now topk her place on
the world mercantile map and would functian like other EBritish
colonial port cities such as Cape Town, Port Elizabeth and East
London 1in Southern Africa, Sydney in Australia, and Halifax in
Canada. By tapping the hinterland and trading with the metropole,

Durban became tied in with a world capitalist system. 3«

Trade, whether in wool, sugar, or in minerals, coal, diamonds or
later geld, created a small class of w2althy men in ctolenial Durban
and a larger class of ‘working men’'. This commercial elite were to

wield great economic power. The thres Milner brothers=s>

4 X

. EQQar H. Brookes and Colin de E. Webb, A Histary of Natal
(Fietermaritzburg, University of Natal Fress, 1945), p.t8.

44 Basil Alexander Le Cordeur, °The Relations between the Cape

and Matal 1844-187%° (unpublished Ph.D. thesis, University of MNatal
Pietermaritzburg, 19437, pp.1-4. ) ’

a= Ibid.

4t Fing, Colonial Urban Development, p.22.

L

Hgttersley, The British Settlement, .83, wrote on the
sugar—farming of the Milner brothers at ‘Springfield Estate’

their bargue 'Sarah Bell' used for trading between Durban and
Maunritius.

and
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and George Christopher Cato, who dominated the Natal coastal trade 1in
the mid-nineteenth century, wvirtually carried Durban’s commarce.
They owned large tracts of land directly overlooking the Market
square. The D’'Urban Land Registry Dffice was after all opened up for
Durban by G.C. Cato in 184%9.%° Russell wrrote in 0ld Durban®® that
Cato was the first auctioneer to hold a public sale of land in Durban
as authorised by the British Government as early as 227 November 1848,
with an upset price of £100 per acre. The wagon traffic from the
Foint harbour area traversed the route into Smith street where
traders’ stores and shops served as direct market outlets.=° Cato
and the Milner hrothers could have been described as dynamic
entrepreneurs, who would have been counted in the top bracket in the
class model set out in this chapter. Cato himself, as an ecenomic
leadsr with accumulated wealth from merchant capital, grew snocugn 1n
importance tc become a prime mover among 2 colonial settler elite who
promoted city—-building. The outcome was more built forms in the
Durban environment. A good sxample was when Cato, and F. Ferreira as
joint Trustees, established the Matal Bank on 10 April 1B54 1in
Fietermaritzburg and Cato then openesd, as Branch Manager, an agency
of the Natzl Bank on 21 Apriil 1834 1in Durban.=* The well-developed
nineteenth—century attitude of Natal ' s merchants, traders and
landowners, was that they should be free toc pursue their business

interests and enjoy their property without government

“a NGG, wval.l, ne.l1%, 13 May 1849, p.1%: D 'Urban bLand Registry

g Russell, 0l1d Purban, pp.&3—4,
sSo Ibid., pp.117-2¢, 84, 158.

NGG: Supplement, vol.VI, no.281, Z May 1854, p.2B81: Natal



interference.=®* Another earlier example of institution building was
when Cato and J.F. Kahts became the first Agents in Durban for the
Natal Fire Insurance and Trust Co. This was the first Insurance
Company in Durban, established on 11 April 1B4%, with Cato as its
first Manager.=3 Similar initiatives were taken later by William
Hartley who amassed a ‘windfall’ fortune from peppercorns (as
discussed in Chapter Z}. Hartley, together with John Nussey and John
Middlebrook, opened and became proprietors of the Durban Bank in
1B&2. P2 The names of J. Millar (Chairman}, Hugh Gillespie and R.

Vause were recorded in 1B43 in the Natal Almanac, Directory and

Yearly Reqgister as Directors of the Commercial and Agricultural

Bank. Building Societies in the 18BB0Os were associated with some
commercial elite names such as William Falmer, John Nicol, J. Ellis
Brown and B.W. Greenacre whao served as Trustees.®> The well-to-do
class 1in colonial Durban strengthened their economic position further
when thirty-nine merchants (discussed in Chapters 3, 4 and 5) had
organized themselves in 1854 into the Natal Chamber of Commerce which
was to concern itself with their economic welfare. The latter becams
incorporated under Natal Law 31 of 1884 and changed its name tc the

present one of Durban Chamber of Commerce.=®* The MNatal

== In 1214 the Natal Bank became part of the National Bank of
South Africa, while in 1924 the latter amalgamated with Barclay's
(Dominion, Colonial and Overseas). See Natal Mercury, May 1954:
Series 'Fioneers of Durban’.

== NGG, wvol. VI, no.Z2B5, o May 1B54, p.ZB5: Matal Fire
fissurance and Trusk Company.

=a Ibid., wol.XIV, no.733, 18 November 1842, p.4B8B&: Durban
Bantk,

== _ Matal Almanac, Directory and Yearly Register, 1B&5S:
Lommercial Directory, p.59; ibid., 1885, p.343: Durban Institutions.

e

Laily News: Supplement: 100 Years of The Daily News
1B78-1978°, 5 January 1978,
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Manufacturers' Association was formed on i1 October 19035. 1t changed
its name to the Natal Chamber of Industries 1in 1924.57 Both these
economic institutions voiced the needs of the influential business
sector of Durban and hecame a strong factor in determining colonial

legisltation.

G.C. Cato translated his wealth into power when he gained a political
voice as Durban’'s first Mayor.=® He was described in 1849 as "...

the head and centre of power and knowledge of all things Natalian’ by
a contemporary, W.H. Middieton, who bought his store.=% Cato earned
enough respect in the eyes of others in the community to be
acknowledged as a suitable political leader, as is evidenced in the
status and political models discﬁssed in these first two chapters.

The Natal Mercury of ¥ August 1834 reported as follows:

"That gentleman’s long colonial standing, his intimate
acquaintance with the history and the circumstances of the
Colony, and his personal connection with i1ts most important
interests, justify the election, and perhaps we might add,
entitled Mr Cato to the distinction of this civic honour on the
first occasion of 1ts bestowment, *°

When Cato took his seat as the first Mavor of Durban, he thanked his

supporters in a straight-forward down-to-=arth speech, and at the

sam= time expressed the hope that the inhabitants of Durban would =11

=7 Ibid.

sa BE.J.T. Leverton, 'George Christopher Catco’, in Dicticnary of

South African Biography, Z, pp.12&6-7.

== Durban Local History Museum: File S57Z2133: 581 C: ‘Georgse

e m

Ehris#apher Cato’; Killie Campbell Museum: Cato Fapers (2 files).
We.l is an account by W.H. Middleton of the early days of Durban
1942-30; no.4 and 5 are on Cato’'s death in 18993,

“e Matal Marcuryv, % August 1BES4
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pull tagether for the good of the town.
“The public in the different wards must not think that their
representatives are to be pitted against each other for the
promotion of separate ends and interests. The Council is one
body and must act together for the good of the entire community.
I have long opposed a Municipality for Durban, but the time had
come for intreoducing the machinery of Local Bovernment. We had
escaped the crisis at the Cape, and the town 1s now
advancing. ' %*?
Cato, one of the first of many major stake—-holders to hold office in
colonial Durban and a true representative of a celonial settler
elite, was of a new breed: the community builder in a mushrooming
‘upstart’ open city with no past — where personal and public growth,
personal and public prosperity intermingled. His city was still in
the making and in stark contrast to those established centres of the
0ld Moarld that were sites of palaces, cathedrals, libraries, archives
and great monuments of all kinds. This upstart businessman in a new

world, together with athers of his kind, ardently promoted harbour

and railway building to develop the town (see Chapters & and 7).

Apparently Cato and ather traders, such as Edward Snell, who had the
first sea—-going vessel built in Matal under the flag’ to foster ‘a
coasting trade’,®2 appreciated that the economic future of Durban
tand of Matal}) lay primarily in the development of its shipping
facilities. Cata, who was a representative of Durban mercantile

interests, stressed the importance, as early as 184943 gof harbour

improvements to improve trade (discussed in Chapter 4). LCato’'s

=

=%}

hus=ell, 0ld Durban, p.Z210.

&z Ibid., pp.158-9,
— L. Heydenrych, ‘Fort Natal Harbour, c. 1B50-1897°, in BGuest

an?o5eller5 (eds), Enterprise and Exploitation in a Victorian Colony,
D-. T .
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business interests kept pace with the development of Durban (and
Natal), when he became the first Lloyd’'s Shipping Agent at Fort Natal
in 1830, In this capacity, as well as that of Mayor, he was
appointed to the Harbour Board of Caommissioners by the
Lieutenant—-GBovernor of HNatal, Sir Benjamin Pine, in 1899.4% Cato
also later served on a committee appointed by Lieutenant—-Bovernor Sir
John Scott to investigate the harbour situation and wrote a
comprehensive report on the matter. In October 1898 the harbour
acquired a port boat which had been specially built under Cato’s
personal supervision. During this period he also served as Fort
Captain for a few years. In 1880, when the Natal Harbour Board was
reconstructed for the third time, Cato was again appointed Harbour
Commissioner and this he remained until 18%90Q.4% Backing by the
Natal Sovernment was a faregqgone conclusion, considering that in this
colonial period many of Durban’'s prominent leaders were Members of
the lLegislative Eouncil; for example George Christopher Cato, William
Hartley, William Arbuckle junior, Benjamin Greenacre, Beorge Fayne

and William Field {(also discussed in Chapter 4).

The establishment of the Natal Railway Company in January 1B59
(forerunner of the Natal Government Railways and South African
Failways) was Cato’s last big business venture. According to Russell

in Old Durban, he virtually symbolized this company.4= Cato became

“~q MGG, vol.VI, no.312, 12 December 1854, p.312: Draft of an
Ordinance (Constitution of a Board of Commissioners!y ibid., wvol.VII,
no. 28, 27 March 1835, p.I28: Crdinance; Leverton, ‘George :
Christopher Cato’, in Dictionary of South African Biography, 2
pp. 1246-7.

b

o= Ibid.

it Russell, Dld Durban, pp.394-400.



17
a Trustee, with James Froudfoot, as well as Director, together with
other members of the well—-to—-do - class, who controlled the local
economy and who also became successors to the Mayoral position, such
as Alexander McArthur, A.W. Evans, Hugh Gillespie, J.R. Goodricke, K.
Vause and John Hunt. These same Directors were alsc shareholders,
along with other familiar Mayoral names, such as those of Edward
Snell, John Millar and 5. FPinsent.*? This line, visually prominent
in the Durban environment, at first ran from the Point to Durban.
The prospectus stated that the ocbiect was
“e..to make the harbour the most efficient in South Africa, and
bring a large amount of passing tonnage to the port... There is
not 2 member of the community but will benefit either directly or
indirectly by the opening of railway communication in MNatal, of
which this is but the forerunner. =8
Cato was a good example of a mid-nineteenth century entrepreneur who
stood out as a dynamic leader at the putset of the establishment of a
‘SBettler Elite’ in Durban. He was a man with great faresight., who
had tremendeous faith in the railways and supported them tenaciously
against all criticism during the initial difficulties. Cato attesnded
the grand copening of the Natal Railways in Durban on 25 June 1840 in
his capacity as Director and United Etates Consuliar Agent. Togsther
with the Lieutenant—-Governor of Natal and other dignitaries he made

the first train trip.e®

The wealthy merchants thus also sought pelitical power, not only in
Durban as representatives of the Durban Town Council, but alsoc in

Durban County az representives in the Matal Government. This new

S=ze Appendix L.

s Russell, Dld Durban, p.3%94.

«®  Ipbid., p.4&9.
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arder of businessmen, energetic, tough and proud, 1in some sense thus
constituted the top layer in colonial Durban society — an urban upper
middle class. Their role in administrative local and central
government was always considerable, and they were to exert
‘influence’ and to benefit from it. Durban was not a collection of
separate individuals, but a network of colonial elite families, each
with its own history, who had close personal relationships, through
friends and marriage (discussed in Chapter 3). They contributed to
Durban‘s urban development by fostering stronger links with the
hinterland and the outside world. This well-to—do class, who
caonttrolled the local economy, shared a sense of growth. ! ocai and
responsible government came into being greatly reinforcing a sense of
local identity among the dominant wealthy class. It provided men of
expedience with an extra tool to strengthen their position and define
and gontrol urban development.

b) A suggested class model for Durban along Weberian lines.

It remains to provide a system of classification for colonial Durban.
The system adopted is a four-stratum class model based on occupation
(See Appendix A} — upper middle class, intermediate, low and

residual class. This typology has been constructed with Weber's
class dimension borne In mind; classes in the ninsteenth century
colonial Durban environment are identified according to the economic

divisian of occupations, which reflect a structure of inegualities.

The male head of household for family units has been listed anmd the
female head usually recorded when =ingle or widowed. It 1= necessary
onca again %o point out that the use of statistiecs, as applied in the
numerical breakdown for 1BB0/1 and 1900/1 (See Appendix A: Tables 1
and 2!, 1s artificial and merely serves as an indicator of possible
estimated groupings. The terms 'upper middle class’ (referred to in

the suggested ‘class’ and ‘status’ model}) and ‘upper class‘ are
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understandable in terms of contemporary British society, with its
aristacracy and large industrialists and financiers. The na2w wealth
of the latter was not sufficiently legitimated by a lomng tradition of
inherited wealth as in the case of the upper class to make them
members of the upper—upper graup. The upper—-middle class identified
in the colonial Durban context is composed of substantial
entreprensurial businessmen, farmers and professional people. They
were still caught up in a process of becoming the lower—upper class
as understood in the British context; the formation of a colonial

settler elite in the Durban conteéxt was still in the making.

The term ‘gentleman’, widely used in the Durban colonial context, is
applied to occupational clasé; iﬁcome was derived from other sources,
not necessarily from property holdings in the Durban Beorough.

Some British settlers in Durban were listed as ‘gentlemen’ in the

respective occupational registers of the Natal Almanac, Directory and

Yearly Register and the Natal Government Gazette's Jury bLists,

Voters’ Rolls and Yoters® Lists for the Durban Borough. This can be
verified from erxamples taken from Jury Lists as esarly as 1857 when 21
‘gentleman’ were recorded in Durban County and 15 ‘gentlemen’ iﬁ
Yictoria County.?° Occupational listings for the ﬁeriod of

18%0/1891 in The Natal Government Gazette recorded 103 peaple as

‘gentlemen’; with 78 as owners of property, 23 as renters and 2 as
Ager i 5 i A i : ;
lodgers. This figure can he compared with 72 ‘gentlemen’ listed in

the Voters' List for the periocd 1880/1 in The Natal Government

HGarette of 1BBC and 117 listed in the Voters' List far 190G/1901.

Less informative is The Natal Almanac, Birectory and Yearly Register

O

Natal Mercury: Supplement, 13 Augucst 1B5S7.
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aof 189%, which recorded only 17 people as ‘gentlemen’.”*

The suggested four—-stratum class model for colonial Durban society 1is
as follows: First, there were in the colonial ‘upper middle class
stratum’ an abundance of substantial non-manual self-employed
merchants who in the colonial setting of Durban contraolled material
production. They were follaowed by a smaller number of substantial
farmers/planters (many concentrated on the outskirts of the Durban
Borough boundary but still listed under Durban Boroughl}, shipowners
and gentlemen (gentlewomen were not occupationally listed). Also
included were higher—graded professionals/semi—professionals from
other spheres, who on their top rung on the cccupational ladder, fell
into the highest and most privileged wage—earning income bracket. An
example of this group is provided in Appendix € from Natal Government

Civil Establishments far 1880 printed in the Natal Blue Book,”% and

referring to the Durban Borough. This has relevance to some of the
following gradings. Second was the colonial '“intermediate
(middle/middling) class stratum’ including the few lower—graded
professional /semi—professional persons with limited powers of
ownership, vet with some earning salaries higher than non—manual
clerical and related workers. This group 1is distinguished primarily
by their access to special education, training or other
gualifications. They were followed still in the same grouping by an
ahundance of salaried clerical persons and plenty of small-scale

sel f-emploved tradespeople, such as owners nf small businesses.

71 Natal Almanac, Directary and Yearlw Register, i8%90: Trade

Directory, pp.117-53; See NGS, vol.¥LII, no.Z349, Z September 1890,

pp. 1421-533: Voters  Roll ending I1 August 1891; ibid., wvol.XX¥Il,
no.184%, 7 September 1880, pp-&44-6461: Voters® List ending 31 August
iBB1; and ibid., vol.Lit, no.3114, 17 July 1900 pp.-B11-594: Voters’
List ending =1 August 19201. '

= Matal Blue Book, 1BB0O: Civil Establishments and List of
Offices, C1-C10O1.
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Third was the colonial "low stratum’ with many manual workers
{skilleassemi—skilled and unskilled). Some skilled/semi—skilled
persans were property aowners {(who could move up inteo the second
intermediate bracket), whereas others were salaried. The wunshkilled
were largely prapertyless without special credentials and relied
almost completely on labour power for their material existence. The
latter were graded the lowest in this stratum. Fourth was the
residual stratum for waorkers not classifiable by occupation. This
could perhaps be attributed to the fact that no employment was
avallable to them. The stratum also includes those temporarily

sesking employment, or the destitute, who were either suffering from

ill-health, were handicapped or too old for lucrative employment.

This largely commercial framework fitted in with Durban’s important
function as a port between 1ts hinterland and the outside world, =so
well reflected in the urban environment, with its merchant houses and
stores, an abundance of company offices, hotels, boarding and eating
houses (mares in Smith than West Street).”™ Quite a number of WOmen ,
mostly widowed, were proprietors of these establishments. Dnly a Tew

single women were listed in the MNatal Almanac, Directary and Yearly

Hecisters for 1B70/1B71; 18806/1881; 1B?0/18%1 and 1900/1901 as

principals, teachers, dressmakers and milliners.”4 These women were

T

Metal Almanac, Directorv and Yearly FEegigter, 1B70-1871%:
Lommercial Directory, pp.2486-70; ibid., 18B0: Commercial Directory,
pp:_364—74; ibid., 18%90: Commercial Directary, pp. 117-53; ibid.,d.
192G Trada Directory, pp.347- &4. These tommercial /Trade
Directories show that the highest density of Insurance/Assurance

companies were in Smith Street, followed almost equally by West and

Field Streets. Merchants ang Importers/Dealers were mastly
concerntrated in West Street, already then accentuating that West
Street was the mare important street. By 1200 cycling companies,

companles SR - g = - . . ]
panias for typewriters and cash registars started making their
appearance.

e Ibid.
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counted and included in the class model. Otherwise, only the male
heads of the household units, as previously stated, were counted in
the class model. The majority of dependent married women were
however, included in the status model, as they presumably shared the

status of their husbands.

Appendix A: Tables 1 and 2, showing occupational groupings of
Durbanites in 1880 and 1900 respectively, have been tabulated from
forty-eight directories which exist for the periocd of study, namely

issues of the Natal Almanac, Directory and Yearly Register.

Occupational information has also been taken from the Natal

Fovernment Sarzette and Blue Boaoks (Governmental Civil

Establishments}). Thesz archival data recorded by the daominant
British sector aof colonial Durban society have relevance mostly to
non—-manual higher, intermediate and lower manual gradings af White
settlers and to a lescer degree af Indian tradesmen in Durban.?=
The manual skilled/semi-skilled stratum ranged from cabinetmakers,
bakers and compositors in the consumer trades to sailmakers,
mechanics, bricklavers and carpenters in the capital goods industry.

Th% Busingss Directory of the Matal Almanac, Directory and Yearly

Regqister for the Borough of Durban for the year 1B9C shaows there was
an 1ncrease in buildinog and in the number of craftemen and artisanss

more ware listed in the Durban Eorough in 18%C than in previaous

7= The first substantial listing of Durbanites relevant to this

research appearad 25 a Commercial or Business Directory in the Natal
Almanac, Directory and Yearly Recister, 1870/1871, pp.26&-7¢. The
Directories used for 1880/1881 and 1890/18%91 also only give
Commercial listings, whereas the Matal Almanac, Directory and Yearlvy
FRegister for 1900 gives a Trade Directory and for the first time a
Residential Directory. The listing for 1900 is thus more
comprehensive than those which immediately precede it, and the

listings for 121C¢ heralds the modern period of detailed listings 1n
the Directories.
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Commercial o+ Businecs Directories for the years 1870/1871 and 1880,
fraom the same sources.?® That more building was undertaken,
refiected Durban’'s ecanomic and population growth and this trend is

reinforced by the even higher increase in this sector listed in Ihe

Natal Government Dazette for 17200/1%01 and Trade Directory of the

Natal Almanac, Directory and Yearly Register for the year 1700.77

There existed an apenness of occupations in colonial Burban society;
the British settlers relied primarily on veoluntary cooperation and a
free market system based on the madel of the mother country.
Emplavyment opportunities were extended te other races whose
self-motivation could bring them higher earnings, exemplified in the
case of Indian immigrants mainly from the 1870s onwards.
‘..the significant growth of Matal s Indian ftrading elass really
began with the arrival from the mid-1E70s of the so—called "Arab’
trader ar passenger-class Indian, who was usually endowed with
some expertise and capital, as well as commercial contacts in
India and an ability to exploit local opportunities... 72
It is estimated that of Indian immigrants (not invaolved in the suoar
industry} in Durban during the last guarfter aof the nineteenth-century

‘over 1 100 indentured Indians were employed by the African Boating

Co. after IBBO as stevedaores, porters and harbour warkers in

Te Matal Almanac, Directary and Yearly Registar, 1870-i871:
Commercial Directory, pp.Z46-70; ibid., 1BBO: Commercial Cirectory,
pR.3Z64-74; ibid., 1890: Commercial Directory, pp-117-53, In 1EB2Q the
occupation of eleciricians was recarded as this new technology
reached iurban.

ke Matal Almanac, Directory and Yearly Register, 120GC: Trade

DirectnryT Pp.I47-6b; NEG, vol.LII, no.3i44, 17 July 1900, pp.Bl1-S4:
Vaters® List for Durban Borough for the year ending 31 August 1901

va Surendra Bhana, ’‘Indian Trade and Trader in Colonial Natal”
in Bi1ll Guest and John M. Sellers (eds) Enterprise and Exploitation
in a Victorian Colony: Aspects of Economic and Social History of
Colonial MNatal (Fietermaritzburg: University of Natal Fress, 1985)
Pp. 234463, ,

7
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general... '7%. Indentured Indians, once their cantracts expired,
were maostly free after 1870C to find other occupations. They excelled
a= fishermen, hawkers and market gardeners i1n a private capacity.
Erain writes that in the opinion of the Resident Magistrate aof Umlazi
they shut owut European competition entirely, especially those
enterprises located near the town of Durban and villages in the
Umlazi Division, who completely monopolized the growth and sale of
vegetables, for which they obtained very remunerative prices.®° | en
Fuper writes that by 1885 about 2 00 Indians were in occupation of
land within two miles of the boundaries of Durban and operated as
market gardeners or small farmers.®! (Qthers took on work with the

Durban Town Couwncil as lamplighters, scavengers, policemen.®=2

John Robinson, editor aof the Natal Marcury, Member of Farliament and

L Joy Brain ‘Indentured and Free Indians in the Economy of

€olaonial Natal® in ibid., pp.221; 226. In 1202 the Fort Captain of
Durban harbour reguisitioned forty ’‘Bombay native seaman toc bes uvesd
for boats, tugs and dredgers‘. Brain mentions that among indentured
Indians there was also a group, labelled ‘special servants’', who took
on jobs in Durban hotels and the Durban Club as walters, cooks,
billiard markers and coachmen. They were also counted among the
staff at Addington hospital as orderlies and cooks and took up posts
in the civil service as interpreters at wvarious courts, attendants at

the Fost Office, as well as performing postal services as postmen and
compounders.

=e Ibid., p.212. See alsp: Surendra Bhana and Jov B. Brain,
Settinu Down Roots: Indian Migrants in South Africa 185012114
(Johannesburg: Witwatersrand University Fress, 1990, p.17: Joy
Erain, “An Economic Transformation: The Indian Community in Matal’
in Bill Gu=st and John M. Sellers (eds.), Receded Tides of Empire
(Fietermaritzburg: University of Natal Press, 1974;

» PP- 130200,

&1 Leo Kuper, Hilstan Watts and Ronald Davies, A Study in

Facial ¥cology (London: Cape, 193B), p.2&.

=2 A.C. Bjorvig ‘History of the Durban Town Council 1854—-187%¢

(unpublished M.A. thasis, niversity af the Grange Free State, 1979),
op. 73, B?, and 143,
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first Prime Minister of Natal in 1893, recalled:
‘the European working—-classes...the poorer classes of sefttlers
have been elbowed out of the minor walks of trade and agriculture
— shopkeeping, market—gardening, hawking, trough labour of all
kinds... 8=
Rohinson on another occasion partially contradicted himcself when he
remarked:
‘Fortunately, the skilled artisan, the cultivator and
stock—breeder on a large scale, the clerk and the shopman, with
other superior classes of employee, still occcupy the field, and
=seem likely to do so, and it is by them that the steadfast
oppostition to an indiscrimate ‘Asiatic invasion’ is likely tn be
sustained. ‘8%
‘"Passenger’ Indians, who came from 1B70 onwards, mainly took up
occupations as storekeepers, merchants and solicitors in Durbkan’s
commercial centre. The fees generated annually by the Mosgue Market
in Brey Street alone, calculated at £1 400 — £1 300 a year by 1907,
sarve as an indicator of the volume of this trade.®s Indians
displayed a keen interest in trading, just like their European

counterparts.®+ There was hardly a part of the economy of Matal

e Sir John Robinson, A Life Time in South Afrirar beino the

Rececllections of the First Fremier of Matal {London: Smith andg Eider,
1990, p.764.

@2  Ibhid., p.77.

as Bhana, "Indian Trade and Trader’, in Buest and Sellers
teds), Enterprise and Exploitation in a Yictorisn Colony, p.237.

i Ibid., p. 24%9. Ehana wrote a5 follows:
"In Purban in 1205, 92 out of a total of 218 wholesale businesses
were run by Indians; Z00 of the 95¢ r=tail stores beionged teo the
Indians; and almost all of the 145 ‘Eafftir

eating-houses
belonged ta them.’
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that was not dependent to some extent on Indian labour.

‘To the dominant Whites, Indians were a difficult legal and
political problem, effectively claiming civil and economic rights
as British subjects. Unlike the Africans there was no "Native
Law" for them and under the Natal Charter, passenger Indians were
already exempt from class legislation affecting "natives,
coloured persons er civilised races". '®7

This aspect is covered 1in Chapter Z. In the case of Africans the
situation was rather different. Easy inter—-racial relations existed
from the founding of “Fort Natal’® by the 1824 British settlers.

These settler camps,

‘became the resert of starving refugees from all parts of the
country, who crawled in to ask food and protection. These people
attached themselves as retainers and henchmen to the seversal
traders, wheo thus became recognised as the lawfully constituted
Chiefs of the UWhiteman and Native. =28

Russell also writes that:

‘hatives were employed to construct huts, generally by contract;
ordinary huts, costing about 10 =., while finished huts for
Europeans would cost 30 s. aor 40 s, each. 8%

Reeds utilised for house building,

"were cut by the Natives, brought on the heads of the women in
long bundles, and were readily purchased in exchange for Emigrant
biscuit, old claothes, and hoop iron.’ '®°

az Mavnard Swanson, ‘Asiatic Menace’: Creating Seqregation in

Durban, 1S70-1%00°, in The International Journal of African
Historical Studies, 18, = (1977), p.404,

as Russell, 0ld Durban, p.7.

@®  Ibid., p.91.

e Ibid., p.91.
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Necessary foodstuffs such as pumpkins and fowls were bought from the
Matives, as well as milk in clay pots of their own making, or in
"calabashes".%* There was a certain order in these inter-racial
relstions, and, of course, the British settlers established an

identifiable superiority that would help shape early Durban society.

The picture derived from fragmented and scattered references to
Africans is that they were regarded as unskilled manual workers, who
filled the low stratum. They were heavily concentrated around the
harbour, employed as dockworkers,®® in railway construction and on
building sites. Elsewhere in the borough they worked as
messengers, “*F gardeners and cleaners in homes and businesses.
African wage—sarners held low-skill and low-wage jobs (see fAppendiyw
L. Whites in general perceived Africans as a passive threat and
affected 'a paternal regard for their allegedly natural
subordination... '®%, This does not imply that Whites did not hold
low-skill and low-wage jobs or were always emploved. The

Superintendent of Folice, R.C. filexander, reported in 1883 that his

=1 Ibid., p.94.
e Faul la Hausse, ‘The Strugele for the City: Aleohol, the
Ematsheni and Fopular Culture in Durban, 190Z2-193&° (unpuhliéhed M. A.
thesis, University of Cape Town, 1984), p.23, writes that of the 7&
700 Aafrican male workers in wage employment in Natal in 1904, § 100
ware to be found as dock workers in Durban.

*= Matal Elue Books 1880, C2-C101. ‘MNative Messengers’ were
empioved in Ciwvil Establishments, for e:ample Customs, at £12 per
annum.

va Swanson, 'The Asiatic Menace ', in African Studie=s, 18, 2
(19772, pp. IB7-410; 'The Durban System: Roots of Urban Apartheid in
Colqnial NMatal', in African Studiez 35, 3 (12743, pp.159-7&: "The
Sanitation Syndrome: Bubonic Flague and Urban Native Folicy,in the
Cape Colony, 1900-1202 7, in Journal of African History, XVIILI
(1977, pp. IB7-410. ’ ,

=
-
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list of unemployed was steadily increasing.
‘We have many institutions in the Baorough, such as the Durban
Home, for destitute old men supported by contributions, and for
able—bodied men — about 100 in number — who can earn their board
and lodgings at the store-yard: a Casual Ward, where other
destitute men are given shelter at night and the opportunity of
earning their food at odd jobs. An officer of my Department 1s
placed in charge who exerts himself as far as possiblie to obtain
employment for them in the Colony or a passage Home. A monthly
avarage for these men has been forty-=ight per night. "®=
The Durban Town Council employed 220 White men during 1885 for relief
labour on various roads in Durban at 25 &d per day.®* The same
happened in 1900 when an exodus of British residents from the
Transvaal and Orange Free State commenced following the outbreak of
the Anglo-Boer War in 1899. Five hundred men were reported to have
been employed for relief work by the governing elite.®” Boer
refugees, counted as £ B44 in 1902,°%° further increased the Durban
population at the turn of the nineteenth-century. They were provided
for and accommodated on the Durban Townlands at Jacobs and Herebank.
The broad picture that emerges of refugees was that manual semi—andg
unskilled jobs were performed by the men employed by the Natal

Government and Durban Town Council, mostly in relief works started in

road and railway building, as well as in harbour expansion.®®

i Burban Mayor 's Minutes, F1 July 1885, pp.133-B.

T ibid., p.17. See also: Matal HMercurv, 19 August 1885.

bt Burban Mavor ‘s Minutes, 31 July 1200, pp.2-3. 4 large

encampmant was laid gut in Victaria Fark by the Durban Town Caun:il
where 519 migrants were accommodated. Some 12 OG0 men wers located
on the grounds of the Durban and Coast Society of Bgriculture and
Industry, whereas the DBrill Hall was turned into a dormitarv where 1
100 refugees were accommodated. Some 1 500 men, women and children
wera accommodated in the extensive new branch of the African Baating
Co. in Foint Road. )

va Ibid., 31 July 1902, pp.10-11.

i Ibid.



29l
The classification, based on Burban society’'= nineteenth century
economic life, provided insight into how people not of great sccial
standing in Britain but in the colonal situation became a leading
spcial class, who readily defined and comtralled the urban
development of Duwrban. This exercise must be regarded merely as an
attempt to explain the hierarchical order of social stratification
historically. The need for more uniform data collection and analysis
has hopefully been made evident, so that the comparative study of
social stratification can be furthered.

) A suggested status model for Durban based on Weberian approach.

Having attempted to identify a market-based class model (See fAppendisx
A! for coleonial Durban society, the next step is to devise a status
model (See Appendix EBE). ﬁlthnugH still wusing occupation as a base,
an attempt has been made to distinguish the intricacies nf
conceptions of the European settlers among themselves and in their
relations with other races. According to Bryan S. Turner in
Status, *©° Weber was concerned with analysing the historical and
sgcial functions of status groups or status communities, which are
collectivities enjoying a similar lifestyle, a unified moral sy=tem,
4 common language or culture, or with different religinus
leanings. *©! The point Weber wanted to argue was that economic
wealth was not the only criterion of social power and influence.
"Money and an entrepreneurial poesition are not in themselves
status qualifications, although they mav lead to them, and the

lack of property is not in in it=elf a status diggualification,
although this may be a reason for it. 1o=

100 Ervan 5. Turner, Status (Englard: Open Uni N
1922), p.&. Ve p iversity Pras

=

1o Ibid.

1o= Weber, ‘article’ in Weber, FRoth and Wittich (eds}, Economv

and Society: An Outline of Interpretative Sociology, vol.t, p.30R

[
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Status becomes important for sociological analysis, because status
pasitions are typically hierarchically ranked in terms of gr=ater or
lesser privileges and prestige. The tendency of social groups ar
collectivities to rank positions of leadership and speial
responsibility at the top, and positions reguiring long training Jjust
below, has relevance for calonial Durban society. Saymour Mariin

Lipset and Reinhard Bendi: 1in Social Mohility in Industrial Society,

elabarate on this point as follows:

‘The number of leaders and highly educated individuals
constitutes everywhere a small minority. On the other hand, the
great majority is made up of persons in the lower strata who
perform manual and routine work of every sort and who command
scant rewards and little prestige. "1°9=
In keeping with the division bhetween “"the few’ and 'the many’ the
stratification of society has often been pictured as a pyramid or a
diamond. In the first analogy, society consists of a series of
strata that become larger and more populous according to a hierarchy
of lessening reward and prestige. In the second, it has small
numbers at the top and bottom, with the mass of the population
concentrated in between.*°* Foised on the peak of the social

pyramid, the gentry possess prestige and privileg=s. Beeghley

comments that the main reason for the stability aof hiesrarchiez o

~

occupational prestige appe=ars to be that people symbolically reward
tho=ze indiwvidoals who hold jobs requiring both sducation ang

responsibility, and ‘such an aggregate of people value=, amoncg other

(=] N ~ : - . . .
10= Seymour Martin Lipset and Reinhard Bendix, Social Mobility

in Industrial Society (Berkelsy: University of California Fress,
1947y, pp.1-2.

104 Beeghley, Social Stratification in America, pp.l120; 231
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things, service to society. s a result they supply many of
sporciety’'s leaders. *°% In Britain gentry status was already being
bestowed on such men ‘who have never owned land, but have won their
way to distinction and position in the service of the King and 1in
other ways 1°%#_. This practice has relevance in the colonial

context.

Occupational ranking can be very problematic. The method devised to
determine the number of people at each rank in Durban society for a
status model is a2 four—-fold typology based on occupational prestige
(see Appendix B and Tables 3 and 4). Occupational prestige in
colonial Durban society has been divided into upper, intermediate,
low ang residual strata (see Tables % and 4). The upper class
constituted, broadly spesking a '‘Settler Elite’'. The conclusion may
be drawn that men in positions of leadership and social
responsibility formed the upper stratum. From Weber also comes the
conclusion that 'officialdom possesses a highly developed status
honor’ (Stgndische Fhre!.*®7 The education necessary for
administrative function was not seen as different from the ﬁrestiqe
of education i1n general, ot, to use Weber’'s terms, the attainment of
specialist qualifications could not be separated from the prestige of

general culture,1e®

1o= Ibid,

1es Mingay, The Victoriarn Countryside, vol.2, p.3%91.

107 Bavid Beethem, Max Weber and the Thearvy of Modern FPolitics
(London: Allen and Unwin, 1974}, p.EB2

Ll s

108 Ibid,
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Evacutive nfficials of the Natal Government enjoyed the same social
prestige as Town Councillors {with the Mayors as nominal heads! in
the urban context. Others in this status model Ses Appendix Bi,
were, in the colonial context, the highest ranking military and naval
officers and clergymen, although they were subordinate to the rulers
in status. In the same stratum were superintendents of missions,
education, hospitals, railways and police, and praofessionals with a
prestige ranking mostly attributable to educational gualifications.
Also included were ‘gentlemen’ and ‘gentlewomen’ — terms which need

clarification in the social context.

Fhilip Mason, referring to English literature to explain what English
people themselves understood by the notion of ‘gentieman’, describes

it as a ‘widely admired ideal of conduct 2% which British peaople,

m

especiazlly during Duéen Victoria's reign, associated with 'gentry’ a
such. This admired ideal of conduct, which Allen Hattersley
describes as ‘'Victorian respectability ?*2® was very much sought
aftter by MNatal settlers, who assiduousiy came to foster a class
consciousness they brought with them and which became modified in the
new land. High occupational status was awarded to members of the
political class, who would have described themselves as ‘gentlemen’

tand ladies sharing their husbands® status as ‘gentlewomen ).

1o% Fhilip Mason, The English Gentleman: the Rise and Fall of

an Ideai (London: Deutsch, 1982), p.B8i.

110 Hattersley, The British Settlement, p.120.
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According %o Graham Duminy, the term ‘gentry’ was sanctified in the

1890 by the publication of Burke’'s History of the Colonial

Gentry.'** There were however, hardly any South African entries and
only two or three Natal ones. To Duminy this “social setback does
not mean that the term gentry 1s not appropriate in colonial
Natal. ' 1%*2 Indeed, identification of status groups in the upper
stratum as described in the suggested ‘status model’, could be
regarded as a way of defining such groups, who were respected by the
community. BGentry status also took on in the colonial application
the form of a non-hereditary status honour bestowed on an individual
by the Britigh sovereign as a reward for service. Recipients were
thase responsible for administrative or economic development. Such
individuals were held in great social esteem by others in the
community and they were included in the upper stratum. Titleg??2=
such as “Eir’ and "Hon.  (Honourable}), were bestowed upon British

settlers it Durban and Matal for services rendered. MNames familiar

11a SGraham Duminy, “The Methleys of the Natal Midlands: The
Making of a Colonial Gentry Family’, in Natal Museum Journal
Humanities, 2 (November 12%GC), pp.143-81l. Duminy presumably rafars
to A4.F. Burke % Sir B. Burke (eds.!, A Genealogicai and Heraldic
History of the Colonial Gentry, 1 and Z {(London: Harrison % Sons,
1991 % 18%3).

11z

Duminy, ‘The Methleys of the Natal Midlands’, pp.163-51.
K. Ross, 'The Rise of the Cape Gentry , in Journal aof Smuthern
Gfrican Studies, ?, 2 (April 1983) p.195, uses this term in the Cape
context when he refers to the Cape Gentry as the ‘relatively
prosparous market-orientated farm owner—opsrators.

11 Thorstein Vebien, ‘'The Thecry of the Leisure Class’ in
Bendi and Lipset (edsi, Class, Status and Fower, p.4Z, wrote that as
the population increases in density, and as human relations Qroaw motre
comple:x and numerous, all the details of 1ife undergo a process of
elaboration and selection “and 1in thiz process of elaboration the
use of trophies develops intoc a system of rank, titles, degrees and

insignia, typical examples of which are hpraldlc dev1ces, medals, and
honorary decorations.
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in Durban's history in this regard were Sir Benjamin Greenacre,?®?®?
the Hon. Sir Marshall Campbell,®*?*= Sir George Fayne, *** Sir Frank

Reynolds, **” the Hon. George Leuchars, **® Sir J.L Hulett,*?*®

the Hon. J.G. Maydon,*®° the Hon. R. Jameson'®® and the Hon. Sir

W. Arbuckle.==

Two EBritish settler Frime Ministers, relevant in the Durban context,
who acquired these distinctions for administration in the Natal

Government were Sir John Rabinson®*2®> and the Hon. Harry Escombe. =%

114 B.J.T. Leverton, "(Sir) Benjamin Greenacre’', in Lictionary
nf South African Biography, %, pp.-344-05.

1= Leverten, °“(S5ir) Marshall Campbell’, in ibid., 2, pp.l121-2.
11e Leverton, ~(Sir} Gearge Favne’', in ibid., %, pp.&77-8.

117 R.F.0., "{(5ir) Frank Umhlali Reynolds’', 1in ibid., =, p.

110 teverton, ‘(5ir} George Leuchars’', in ibid., 2, pp.5132-4.

119 Leverton, 'Sir Liegese Hulett’ , in ibid., 4, p.247; Twentieth
Century Impressions of Natal: 1ts Feopls, Commerce, Industriez, and
Resources {(Natal: Lloyds Greater Britain Fublishing Company, 1904},
pp. 478,

_‘90 Leverton, ‘John George Maydon’, in Dictionary of South
African Biographv, 2, pp.455-&4&; Iwentieth Century Impressions, p.49%.

1z Twentieth Century Impressions, p. 4.

1=z Leverton, “(Sir) William Arbuckle’, in Dictionarv of South

African Biography, I, p.Z2%.

1= M.C. wvan Zyl, "“(51r) John Robinscn’, in ibid., 1, pp.&75-4.

1=a Leverton, ’Harry Escombe (Hon.) ', in ibid., 1, pp.280-1.
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An “intermediate’ group of lesser gentry who were merchants or owned
farms and employed many peaple had a higher standing than managers
and supervisors of farms, but all could move into the ‘upper
stratum’'. Their deoing so depended upon their rising in social
estimation, which could be influenced by their lifestyle. The
process of people achieving certain positions in occupational class

or status hierarchies is called status attainment. ==

A typical example in the colonial context would be James Methley, a
farmer in the Matal Midlands. Methley moved from an “intermediate’
position in the class model to ‘positively privileged’ because of
successful entreprenseurship in agriculture and trade. His upward
mobility probably was enhanced by his lifestyle and an appointment
in 1856 to a position of social leadership, namely Justice of the

Feace. 124

Another example of a prominent figure in Durban social circles at the
time was Marshall Campbell, whose town residence on the Berea
(Muckleneulk ! now houses the Camphell Collections. Marshail Camphell
toock over management af the Muckleneuk Sugar Estate from his brothe:rs
William in 18&65. He assumed management of various sugar estates
alaong the North Coast and became an entrepreneur in agriculture and
industry, moving into the positively privileged class. His movement

into additional “upper class’ status was reinforced when he served in

== bBeeghley, The Structure of Social Stratification in the

United States, pp. &1-8.

124

Duminy, ‘'The Methleys of the Natal Midlands ', p.lé&4.
Methley would share the same Weberiam ‘rclass Situation’ with others
of upper class status by adopting & similar lifestyle. In 1B&D he

entertained government leaders and the Durban Mayor Hartley's wife
among other notables. )
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the Legislative Council as a government nominee for the Natal coastal
districts. After Responsible government was introduced 1n 1893, he
was returned to the Leaislative Assembly for Victoria County and

afiter Union represented Natal in the Senate.1=7

Similarly, Frank Umhlali Reynolds, owner of the Umzinto Sugar Estate,
laid the foundations of Revnolds Bros. Ltd. and subsequently moved
into the pasitively privileged class with correspondingly higher
status when he was appointed to the Natal Legislative Council in

1853, 1==

The Durban merchant, G.C. Cato'=" moved as an entreprenewr and
large praperty awner into the positively privileged category with
further status as Justice of the Feace in 1844 and as Mayor of
Burban in 1854. He was nominated by the Governor to the Natal

Legislative Council in 1884 and remained in office until 20 April

1887. 1=

12> Levertan, "(5ir) Marshall Campbell’, in Dicticnarv of South
African Bioography, 2, pp.121-2:; The Natal Mercury, May - June Seriass.
1934: ‘Fioneers of Durban.  Marshall Campbell became Mananer of

hatal Estates Limited in 1879 with interests in the Natal Refinery,
the Tongaat Centrsl Sugar Company and the Molassine Meal Company.

1za R.F.O0., "(5ir) Frank Reynolds’, in Dictionary of Soute
African Riogqraphy, 2, p.5%2.

122 Leverton, ‘Geotrae Christopher Cato’, in ibid., 2. pp.1Zs—7;
Eric Goetzsche, Father of a City ‘Fietermaritzbura: Shuter % Snooter,

1944, 0.28; Natal Mercury, ? Auvgus: 19954, G.C.Cate owned T
estates, called Cato Manor and Cato Ridge (the Tarm "Uitkomst ),
given to him by the MNatal Sovernment after the British annexation of
Natal in return for his services. In 1842 he bought the land called
"Cato Creek’, whers the present Umgeni River (also referred to as
Mgeni}) originally came inta Durban.

1iXxo

Leverton, "George Christopher Cato’, in Dictionary of South

African Biagraphy, 2, pp.12&6-7.
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The Durban jeweller, Felix Hollander, attained higher status when he

was elected Councillor and subsequently Mayor between 1910-1217F,3=2

Jeohn Hunt, a carpenter, moved up ia class when he became a builder.
s a successful entrepreneur he was co—founder of the well-known
firm, Hunt, Leuchars and Hepburn Ltd.; and as a proprietor in a
managerial position he moved into the positively privileged stratum,

increasing his acquired status when he became Mayor.*3=

In sharp contrast to the 'Settler Elite’' in Durban society were
unskilled groupings from the lower and residual strata with low
levels of education. They were accredited with low status as they
did not have a great deal of prestige in colonial Durban saciety.
This categorization was especially applied as a result of typical
calonial attitudes*™™ top peaple of other races. The 'lesser
breeds’ were considered lower on the ladder of evolution and not
worthy of full acceptance in society. Related to this sentiment was
an inherent anti-Indian feeling, worsened by economic competition.
Mo matter how much Indians achieved in an improved class position,
their status in the estimation of the majority of White settlers,

remained low. Human relations were affected by racism in the

131 Leverton, 'Feliix Hollander', in ibid., 3, pp.405-10.
13>z Durban Local History Museum: File S72i33: S84 H "Hunt,
John 2 Mr=. M. Bevis, ‘John Hunt - = Bioaraphy (Durban, 7). po. i
See also: Don Africana Museum, Durban: William W. Percy "John Hunt
& Biography ' (Durban, May, 1242, pp.1-5.

—-3.

1= E. Wayne Nafziger, African Sociztvy Today: Inequaiity in

Africa Folitical Elites, Froletariat, Feasants and the Fogr
(Cambridge, Cambridge University Fress, 1%BB), pp.3I5-50; Stephen
Fatz, Marxism, Africa and Social Llass: 2 Critigue of Ralevant
Thearies (Montreal, Guebec: McGitl University, Centre for
DPeveloping-fArea Studies, 1980}, p.s5.
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colenial situation.*™2 The disadvantaged status situation ascribed
to other ethnic groups by the discrimination of the dominant group
whose ‘pride turned into an arrogance of status’ ' {*=F more than
‘likely created among such people a sense of shared social fate that
supported their communal snlidarity. Despite the enveloping class
and status structure enforced by some of the prejudiced dominant
Eritish minority, they could, hawever, still partly create their own

worlds, their own history and suburban life.

The picture derived from this discussion af colonial Durban society,
therefore, is that it was vnegqual. There was a class dimension to
the unequal structure involving both a differenfiation of occupations
and the formation of groups amongst those similarly placed in the
market—structure for the defence of their interests; there was also a
status dimensicn in terms of which some groups had certain valued
characteristics which afforded them greater esteem than was given to
those who had them in lesser degree. Status estimation was strongly
tinged with the concept of colour in the colonial Durban contsst; =2
racial element clouded White perceptions of other races. Finally

there was the power dimension, which will be discussed in Chapter

]

in terms of which zome indiwviduals were capahbhle of commanding the

behaviour of others.

1=4 John Reux, Race Relations in Sociological Theory {(London:
Foutledge and kecan Paul, 1983%),p.139.

13X - 3 1 = ! * 1 3
Ferdinand Toesnnies, 'Estates and Classes’, in Bendix and

Lipset (eds:, Class, Status and Fower, p.50.
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Chapter 2

The Institutionalization of Fower Arrangements.

‘One can define social stratification as the study of the
institutionalization of power arrangements that perpetuate
economic, political and social inegquality among individuals and
sacial groups within a society. ™ ?*
"Fawer ', the third dimension in Weber’'s heuristic model,= 1s seldom
explicitly treated as a dimension aof stratification in the same way
as class and status. Weber is concerned usually with the relative
power of classes and status—strata rather than with the hierarchy of
power per se.> Some members of Durban colonial society (ar any
other society! could, as a result of the distribution of material
goods (such as land, machinery or income}, as well as non—-material

goods (such as social and occupational positions or poiitical power:,

be collectively grouped as being the dominant force in that society.

It has been established in Chapter 1, in a Weberian exercise, which
members of Durban scciety could be grouped in the higher economic

and social brackets. The question to be dealt with in this chapter
is how the upper stratum preserved the sncial status guo. They did

so by institutionalizing power arrangements to maintain control,

.* A. Faul Hare, Berd Wiendieck, Max wvon Broembsen, South
Africa: Sociological Analysis (Cape Town: O.u.F., 1979), p.Z271.
= Weber, "article’ in Weber, Roth and Wittich (eds ) ECconomy

—

— - - 3 £ 4 —_ . !
and Socisty: An Outline of Interpretative socinlagyv, vol. i, pp.

FLZ-TFy wol 2, pp- 12439,

= Ibid., wvol.1, pp.2B5, Z06. See also: Bottomore, Classes in
Modern Society, pp.&44-5. Beetham, Max weber, pp.58, 127, wrote that
Weber saw that the entreprensurial class would inevitably wield a
political influence consistent with their economic power, and souaght
to emphasise a political dimensian which wauld transcend class an&
econcomic interest.
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whirh in turn perpetuated economic, social and political ineguality

among individual and social groups in colonial Durban.

The Durban Town Council is a manifestation of the
institutionalization of such power arrangements. Through this
controlling body (which is but one form of 'legitimate domination’ or
authority), the dominant Eritish class acguired or preserved the
‘privilege’? of possessing and 2xercising power. GQualified
individuals were personally selected in a partially democratic manner
by others in the White Durban community as being fit to perform 1n a
political role. A political class thus emerged. For Bottomore, a
‘political class’ refer; to all those groups who exercise political
power or influence, and are ‘directly engaged in struggles for
leadershig. "= 4 pattern of politically structured inegualities was
thereby set in gperation in institutionalized form; a structure of
domination was established. The Durban Town Council may therefore be
viewed in colonial times simply as the instrument or property of the

ruling classes,

Bottomore offers four remarks which may serve to highlight the
essance of Weber’'s view of the relationship between powsr and
aunthority. Firstly, Weber saw power as extending much further than
authority; some more wealthy and influential strata used their rank

to pursus their own interests. EBottomore belisves that

e Edward G. Grabb, Sccial Inequaiitv: Classical and
Contemporary Theorists (Toronto, Ontaria: Holt, Rinehart % Winston,
1384}, p.107.

= T.B. Pottomore, Elites and Society (London: Penguin, 12&&),
P.14.
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Weber ‘s theory of class 1s based on this idea. = Colonial Durban is
an ideal example of a market—-based society. The existence of a
market with labour is in itself "a defining structural feature of
capitalist society ;7 the upper stratum who controlled material
produrtion was wealthier and, therefore, more influential than the
lower strata. Secondly, Weber was ‘naturally inclined to a
“roalistic" power analysis, especially of “democratic" forms of
authority. @ Like other elite theorists, Weber accepted "the law
of the small number’ - namely the principle that because of
complexity and the need for specialised skills and arganizational
dynamics, ruling minorities are indispensable to the very existence
of an organization. The concept of ‘selection’ provided Weber with a
perspective and a tool for analysis rather than with a dogma.
Bottomore states:

"vw..the need for outstanding leaders and elites is most keenly

falt by the population wherever compler and difficult social

changes are taking place and the familiar ways of life are

disappearing. ¥
In colonial Durbar, w2 have an excellent opportunity to examine the
social forces which were creating new leaders, as well as the
activities of the leaders themselves in the transformation of their
society., The formation of a colonial settler elite was made
legitimate with the limitation of political rights in the urcan

eleztoral system to those with privileged access to private propertys

& Bottomore, Classes 1 Modern Society, pp. &464-5.

7 Stewart, Frandy and Blackburn, Social Stratification and

Occupations, pp. 190-1.

= Bottomore, CLlasses in Modern Society, pp.&&c4a-5.

i Ibid., p.93; Beetham, Max Weber, p. 43.
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the translation of economic 1into political paower was hereby
effected. Accarding to Bottomore, Weber in general
‘. ..spoke of the acceptance of the 'myth’ of the natural
superiority of the highly privileged strata under conditions of
=table distribution of power and, consequently, of status
order. "2°
Thirdly, Weber assumed that the type of authority is, 1n any
particular case of domination, basic to, and, to a significant
sxtent, explanatory of
‘_..the kind of relationship between the master or masters and
the apparatus; the kind of relationship of both to be ruled, and
...its specific ‘organizational structure’, i.e. 1ts spzcific way
of distributing the powers of command. "*?
This naturally flows from the superiority of the “‘selected few'.
Weber fourthly stressed the uvltimate role of power in the form of
coercion ‘as an indispensable underpinning for the exercise of

authority... =,

Milton Friedman, the American economist, agreesed with Weber on his
view of the role of power, and statsed that the institution of
government is

"v..the agency that 1s widely regarded as havino a monoooly on

the legitimate use of force as the means through which come of us

—an legitimately impose restraints through force upen others.of
us, T1F

1o Bottaomore, Elites and Societw, p.Z1l; Beetham, Max Webher, po.
102-4 -
11 Bottomore, Classes in Modern Society, p.é&s4.

12 Ibid., pp.&&4-5.

= SE] : —
* Milton Friedman, Free to Choose (Harmondswaorth, Fiddlese::

Cenguin, 1980, p.27.
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Friedman also wrote that ‘government’ is
"e..ad form of voluntary cooperation’,... 'a way in which people

choos2 to achieve some of their cbjectives through governmental

entities becausme they believe that it is the most effective means

of achieving them. *%

In this chapter the etconomic and social conditions which made it
possible for an extremely small proportion of the population in the
colenial city of Durban to acquire, in a limited democratic context,
the auvthority to contreol resources through the Durban Town Eountcil as

2 governmental entity, are investigated.

Where does this governmental entity, this vehicle of power, enter
into the picture in the Durban context® 1t stood to reason that the
dominant British settlers in Durban would, in their
institutionalization of political arrangements, strongly favour a
form of British municipal rule based on that developed in Eritain.
The first Durban municipality was established in 1854 by lagislation
which was closely copied from the British Municipal Corporations Act
of 1B835.*% The process of institutionalization of political

arrangements was set in motion by Lieutenant-Governor ERenijamin C.C.

14 Ibid.

1= Lerek Fraser, Fower and Authority in the VYictorian City
(Oxford: Oxford Lniversity Fress, 197%), pp.14%9-73, writes that the
Municipal Corporations Act of 1835 in England, which established
elective Lown councils on a household suffrage and rate-paying
franchise, made possible the erection of locail government
institutions in towns of novel and rapid growth: B. keith—-lucas,
English Local Governament in _the MNineteenth and Twentieth Centuries
(London: Historical Association, 1977, pp.13-12, views this act as a
reaction against the corruption and financial incompetence of thz old
carporations of England.
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Fine, 2 protagonist for Natal municipal interests.!® He was
strongly supported by the British in Durban.?®? L.F. bBreen comments:
‘The second chapter in the history of leocal government in South
Africa was written in Natal betwesn 1854 and 170E8°*® when this form

af government was first introduced in Durban and Pietermaritzburg.

The advantages of municipal government to the Natal BGovernmant were
two—fold: there were the decentralisation of administration and the
spreading of the cost of local services by getting users to help
them=zslves. Local government would, as FPine intended, serwve as 3

first step towards representative government — a political status

14 Matal Mercury, 12 October 1853: Supplement. The Home
Government also urged Fine to encourage the development of local
government, Justin L. Hall, ‘Government Folicy and Fublic Attitudes
during the Administration of Natal by Lieutenant—Governor Sir
Benjamin C.C. Fine 1B50-1855° (unpublished HM.A. thesis, Universitwv of
Natal, Fietermaritzburg, 1949, pp.l143-S4. L.F. Green, Hisztory of
Local Government in South Africa (Cape Town: Juta, 19755, p.42=.

b Matai Times, 2% August 1851; September 1851; 12 September
185915 12 April 1BS2: Supplement; 12 June 18555 12 July 1RS2: D Urban
Observar, 12 September 1851:; 24 Octaber 1891; 21 November 1831; 28
November 18B51; 5 December 1851; 12 December 183215 20 Februar, 1B852;
12 March 1853Z; HMatai Mercury, 28 September 1853%; 19 ODctober 1853:
Supplement; Matal Times and D Urban Observer, which faced increasing

difficulties, ceased publication early in 1853. The Hatgal Hercury,

which started publication late in 1852, took up the matter of the
Draft Crdinance.

8 Green. Lpcal Government in South Africa, p.1.
Fietermaritzburg residents, after a public meeting held on 15 Gugust
16446, drew up a petition for the establishment of a2 municirpal
governmart. The outcome was Sire Henry Fottinger’'s Ordicance paszzed bv
the Cape Legislative Council and gazetted on 3G March 1847, which -
applied the 133& Cape Municisal Ordinance to Natal with hardly a
zhange 1n its provizions. Durban residents declined as nat practical
enough the applicat:ion to Durban of this Natal Municipal Ordinance of
1847 which provided for a Eoard of Commissioners elected by
householders every three vears with rates levied annuallwvy by a pubilic
meeting. See ibid., p.27 and L.P. Green, ‘Foundations odeDcal
Self-Government in a Multi-Racial Society, Durban’, in Municipal
Gffzirs, 17, Z2 (June 1952y, pp.4i-7.




45
achieved in Natal in 18546.*% The healthy respect that existed in
Britain for the tradition that energetic towns and cities should
govern their own municipal affairs, within a general framework of

law, ®° was thus continued in Natal.

Durban and Pietermaritzburg, closely following the British tradition,
were accordingly declared ‘boroughs’ to be governed by town councils.
The typigcally British term ’borough',.which implies a town or
municipal urban area in Great Britain of a minimum size and
popuelation, incorporated for purposes of self—-government by an act of
Farliament,=1 has relevance to colonial Natal. The Durban and
Fietermaritzburg Town Councils were established in 1854 within the
constitutional framework set out by Ordinance i of 1854.22 The

rich resource of allocated Town Estate entrusted to the Durban==

and Fietermaritzburg Town Councils was also stipulated by Ordinance

1, 1854,

1 Matal Mercury, 1% October 1BS3%: Supplement. Subjoined
despatches, including the St. beorge-Macleray report recommendations
of 1833 for Representative Govermnment in Natal, were accordingly
presented by Pine to the Cape Legislative Council in 185%. See Green,
Local Gowvernment., pp.42: 37.

=o Margaret Bowman and William Hampton, Local Democracies: A
Study in Comparative Local Government (Melbourne: Longman, 1287%),
pPP.14-1&; W.D. Yosloo, D.A. Kotze and W..J.0. Jeppe, Local Goveroment
in South Africa (Fretoria: Academica, 1974), pp.20—~1,

=1 Merriam—Webster Editorial Staft (compiiers), Webpster’'s Third

New International Dictionary, 1 (U.S.A.: William Benton, 19441,

p.254.

=2

Matal Mercury, T May 1854 Supplement; 1bid., B March i1B54.

2= The extent of the Durban Town Lands was stipulated as & 0G5

acres. The Title bDeeds were handed over to the Durban Town Council
by the Natal Government on 19 July 1855. The Natal Government still
retained, by instructions from the Eritish GDvernmenf, three
reserves, wviz. for Ordinance, for fAdmiralty and Town Commonage
purposes, See Government Surveyor's Office: Original Diaoram Copy
1844 (Figutre 2 ~ Chapte=r 4) and Matal Mercury, 3 May 1954
Supplement. )



The First Borough Seal of the Durban

Town Council.

A number of enthusiastic citizens submitted de- E
signs for a Borough Seal, and that submitted by !

Mr. C.J. Cato, the Mayor's brother, was approved.

"The Borough Seal was presented to the Durban Town

Council on July 19, 1855 by the Mayor, G.C. Cato,
having in prospective the Bluff, Point, Town of
Durban, surmounted by a five-pointed star (taken .
from the design of Mr. George Russell, one of the
unsuccessful competitors) intended as an emblem

of the Star of Bethlehem and typifying the
Nativity and the East. The design was cut in
silver and attached to a handle of native ivory in
a silver band, on which were inscribed the names
of the Councillors. It wés to be used at all
times as the %eal of the Borough of Durban in
terms of Ordinance 1, 1854 and was deposited in
the custody of the Mayor. It continued in use
until September 19, 1882, when the present Seal
was adopted. The old Seal was then handed to the

Durban Local History Museum.
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The extent of the regional urban size of the Durban Boraugh was
hounded to the east by the Indian Ocean, to the north by the Umgeni
River, to the north west by the farms Springfield, Brickfields and
Cato’'s Manor, and ta the south and south east by the Umbilo Riwver and
the Bay of Matal.®4 The borders, as such, were largely dictated by
topogtraphy, incuding the natural barriers of sea (the Indian Ocean?,

two rivers {(the Umgeni and Umbilp}), and a ridge (the Berea rigger’.

The Durban and Pietermaritzburg Borouoghs each had a White population
of 1 000 and mare.25 Property qualifications and the British terms

of ‘Mayor’ and ‘Councillor’ were used in the Town Councils instead of
the typically Dutch term of ‘Board of Commissioners’ used in the Cape
Colony and Fietermaritzburg prior to 1854, The election of a

‘Mayor , who was to be gx officio a Justice of the Feace during his

term of office and for one year afterwards, was a provision similar
to that provided by the English Municipal Corporation Act of

1BEZ5.%2% The Durban Town Council would consist of a Mayor and seven
Councillors, to hold coffice for one year but fto be re-eliaible every

yvear, and who would have a common Seal.=27

=4 Ibid.
. == Dutrban s Wnite population of 1 204 in this municipal
milestone year of 1854 comprised 314 adult males, 263 female adults
and the balance were children (2132 male and 312 female children;.
See ibid., 7 June 1354.

zf Feith~-Lucas, Ennlich local Government in the Minsteenth anc
Iwentleth Centuries, pp.1C-13; Vosloo, Kotze and Jeppe, Local )
oovernment in Souvth Africa, pp.20-1.

=7 Fussell, Gid Durban: Frantispiece: The First Borough Seal of

the Durban Town Council (see illustration:?. See algo i1llustration:
Coat-of-Arms City of Durban.
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Two Councilliors were to represent each of the initial four wards.=®

The Durban Town Council was now established as a limited democratic
institution within Durban colonial saociety; the gualification of
Councillors was legally acknowledged to be £1i00 immovable property,
clear of mortgages. No person could gualify to be elected as a
Councillor who was not enrolled or entitled to be enrclled as a
burgess, that is, a citizen of the borough and entitled to vote under
this Ordinance. BSuch a person also had fto be "invited’ to become a
candidate by a requisition signed by at least three qualified voters
of the ward. to be submitted to the Resident Magistrate.2® Those
dualified to vote had to be above 21 years of age and in poscsession
of immowvable property of the yearly valus of £23, or £5 if occupied
only for siyx months prior to the election. Aliens, who had not been
naturalised by Act of the Imperial Parliament or by deed of
burghership, and persons who had been convicted of some criminal act,
were not gualified to vote.™@ Out of 314 White adult males in 1854,
only 229 gualified as wvoters and 8 as Councillors. Once electsd and

vpgraded to this responsible position, the Councillors chose a HMayor

=8 See Flstcher's Flan of Duﬂban, 1205 far Ward Divisions in
Appendix G. 1n September 1877, Ward 5 was created by curtailing the
areas of Ward 1 and 4, and in IBB2 Ward & was laid off. The
divisions of the =iz wards, however, proved unsuitable for the

T

1
|

istribution of the population. As s tonsequence, amended divisional
boundaries were approved in December 1892, Between the wvears 1883
and 1924, several motions were discussed by the Town Council with a
view to 1ngressing the number of Councillors by the creation of extra

wards, but the position remained unaltered. In 1905, Ward 7 was
created by diminishing the area of Ward 3, thereby increazing the
numbar of Counciliors to fourteen. The total rateable value éf the
landg by 191 wag £3 486 470 with a3 total population of &4 487, of
whom 20 0Z0 were Whites. See Official South African Yearbook 190?

(Cape Town: The South African Newspaper Co., 1910), pp.247-314.

== Natal Mercury: Supplement, T May 1854.

o l1bid.
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from among themselves, as nominal head of this municipal
institution.¥* Restricted suffrage laid down by this Ordinance
ensured that only persons from any economic sector with ownership of
proparty had political rights and ceuld gualify as wveoters. This
me2ant that the poor were least able to participate in electoral
procedures. The wealthier property owners, with sufficient leisure
for extended non—economic pursuits, were most likely to be elected by
gualified woters to the positions of Councillors, thus becoming part
of 2 colonial settler elite. The dispraportionate distribution of
resources thus expressed itself in the institutionalization of
political arrangements by an electoral system based on property

valuation.==

Such a power structure thus ensured the perpetuation of the social
grder, with its ineguzalities, within White Durban colonial society.
It is therefore possibie to infer that the rich in colonial times had
2 great deal of power reinforced and created by ecnonomic and social
conditions. ™  Qpportunity was provided for a certain amount of
legitimate expression of popular and voluntary preferences, although
significant action was confined to a small mifority of the

population. That the British sector of Durban society accepted

=a IThid.

== Max Weber, in his early works, admired this restricted form
cf voting in the British parliamentary system. The extensian of this
suffrage bpecomes a moot point in Weber’'s later works when he loses
same Taith in the British Farliamentary system as an ideal model to
b2 followed by Germany. Ses Bestham, Max Weber, pp. t&61, 195-64.

== Beeghley, Social Stratificstion in America, p.37. Weber saw
capitalism as "the most fateful force of madearn 1if; — that struacle
amq cqnflict form a central and permanent feature of soci§l life:t
This implies strugale hetween aroups, Classeg, nations, as well as
the conflict between differing values. ‘There is no péace in thé

economic struggle for existence only the illusi ’
3 CE.an ion of 2.
Beetham, Max wWeber, Pp.19-2C, Z4H-&2. o of peass see
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inequality as imevitable, and admired those with superior financial
attributes enough to accept their dominance, indicates the degree of
consensus that prevailed in entrusting power into the hands of these
few. Such an acceptance in turn ties in with Weber's theory of how

ieadership functions in society.™ 4

The first Durban Town Council assembled to elect a Mayor on Saturday,
S August 1B54, in the Court Room™S of the Resident Magistrate, H.J.
Meller. They did so “with bunting, posters and ribbon

favours... "** and such refreshments as would have featured in lacal
government elections in any British provincial town. George
Christopher Cato,®” considered the wealthiest property—-owner and
known a= ‘'King  Cato,=® naturally gualified for election as a
Councillor. Dnce he was elected, the Councillors chose him as the
first Mayor of Durban.3¢lHe was re-elected the following year. At
the end aof his first term, in August 1855, he began the practice of

publishing an annual Maveor’'s Minute, which is now a feature of

municipal gavernment throughout Southern Africa.2°

=4 Beegnley, Social Stratification in America, pp. 10Z-4,

== This Court Room stood on the caorner of Field and Smith
Etreets. The site i= at pr=sant occupied by the Allied Building
Society. A plaque displayed outside the building commemmotrates the
first mesting of the Durban Town Council which was held on this site,
Matal Mercury, 25 July 1854 reported on the procedure followed.

= Russell, History of 0ld Durban, p.209.

=7 S22 illustration.
=a Burban Local History Museum: File S72133: 5B1 C: 'Beorge
Christopher Cato’': Article by W.H. Middleton: ‘¥ing Cato’. ({The same
article reappeared in The MNatal Mercury, 4 December 1901,

ttiddleton, a contemporary of Cato, wrote that when he arrived in
1849, 'Cato owned most of the erven of Burban, which was nearly
confifnned ta the East End’.

=% Russell, dld Dburban, pR.1&=7, &1, B4.

.4° Leverton, 'Gearge Christopher Cato’, in Dictionary of Spouth
African Biography, 2, pp.1274-7.
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Besides Dv. Charles Johnston, a medical practioner, the elected
Councillors in 1854 were all merchants.?®?! They were already in the
uppar middle class stratum {(according to the sugoested class model in
Appendix A in Chapter 13. The repeated choice of Cato as Mayor in
1855 emphasised that he and the other members of the Town Council
from the upper middle class would by colonial standards be considered
suittably wealthy and influential, both individually and as an
agaregate, and were held in high social esteem by other members of

Durban society.

In colonial Durban society, powsr was class based. Focusing on the
class basis of power makes it possible to understand the nature of
stratification (See Appendix A). The suggested class power model
(See Appendix D} in the colonial context, thus makes it evident that
the Mayors (nominal heads! and Councillars in the Durban Town Council
constituted a ‘political class’ or a ‘ruling class’. This also
implies that they shared a similar class situation with similar
occupational characteristics such as income, source of income,
political power and many other attributes, which conditioned their

lifestyle and were admired by others. Fower is not confined only to

individuals -

‘~..because the ability to achieve goals 1s highly correlated
with class, poople with similar interests often act in concert
and discriminate against others, even though they are nnot
formally organized into groups. Hence, it is not possible to
understand the nature of stratification without focusing eon the
ciass basis of peower., ’'s= )

a1 Ward 1: Beorge Christopher Cato and James Blackwood; Ward

22 John Millar and George Henry; Ward Z: Alfred Evans and Richard

Harwin; Ward 4: Charles Johnston and Robert Raw. See Russell, 0Old
Durban, p.209,

Q=2

Beeghley, The Structure of Social Stratification, p.18.




An oil painting, in possession of W.J. Chapman Esq.,
copied from an original water colour belonging to the

Acutt family.

The first double stcrey building cn the corner of

Smith and Gardiner Streets in Durban, was built for
Messrs. itiddleton, Acutt & Wirsing in the 1850's. A
small portion c¢f the ground floor was then used as the
Post Office. The upper floor was rented by the govern-
ment for use as a magistrate court and offices. 1In
this rcom the first meetings of the town council were
held by permission of the magistrate, viz. from 1854

te 1361, when offices leased in West Street were used.
Premises on the extreme right were occupied by the firm

of Robert Acutt & Sons.

Photo. (Copyright: Local History Museum).
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This political class in the colonial context had more influaence than
did those who did not rule over the distribution of valued

reasources. Max Weber's definition of power as the ability of an
individual ear group *to get things don=, to achieve goals, even aver
the opposition of others, has become standard. "It follows that
peonle have power when they can choose to spend or withhold money,
prestige, or aother rewards from others. #= These Mayors, drawn from
the White electorate and of British settler stock, acted as a class
individually and in concert with other Councillers in the Durban Town
Council to take active measures to develop the ftown. As sech this
homogeneous political class in the Durban Town Council initiated
necessary pragrammes wWwithin the colonial constitutional framework by
scheduled Council and Committes Mesetings. 29 They were financed by
the sale, lease and mortgage of the valuable Durban Town Lands
entrusted to them by Ordinance i, 1854, as well as deriving incaome
from rateable property.?® All revenue raised as such by the

Council, together with money collected from fines, licences,
assizing, toil dues and other minor incomes, formed a fund, called
the "Borough Fund’.%% 211 cost and expenczes were paid out of this

fund.

How did the British element dominating Durban colonial saciety,

4= Ibid.
44 See Appendix F.

The annual Borough rates were collected by the Durban Towrn
Council on an annual assessment made of the value of property, as
well as on an estimate of money reguired for carrying aut their
functions. See Natal Mercury, 3 May 1BS54: Supplement.

G The Borough Fund account was initially kept at the Matal

Bazf. Seea Eiorvig, ‘History of the Durban Town Council, 1854-1879"
p. .
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represented by the ‘selected few’ (see Appendix D and E} an the
Durban Town Council and elected through a system based on praoperty
valuation, establish social order 1n the city? It appointed and
allocated duties of law enforcement to a subordinate body, namely the
Purban Borough Folice, aided by a code of culturally determined

behaviour, widely copied from Britain.=*”

Robert Fark has written that the basic problem of urban society was
the problem of achieviang in the freedom of the city a social order
ant a social control eguivalent to that which grew up naturally in
the family, the clanm, and the tribe.?*® There were circumcstances of
colonial life which reinforced the idea that a high degree of social
control was desirable. The cnlbnial cifties of Durban and
Fistermaritzburg, the two largest urban centres in Natal, were
isplated settlements. The serving Mavor of Durba ny, Alexander
McArthur, expressed in his address to Sir George Grey at the
inauguratiaon of the Natal Railways in 186G, an element of fear, and
wished for greater military contreol by Britain:
‘The never-ceasing unregulated influx of natives from the Zulu
County...the ever—~increasing power of chiefs within mur own
territory, uncontrolled bv any effective system af supervizion -
callsz for the gravest concideration and the utmost vie gllance and

firmness on the gart of Your Excellency and the autharitiez on
the =pot. =+~

Soedon Cherry, Citie
<4 des=cribes the Bri

ans 1london: Edwaed Grnnio
del of the bv-iaw system

wu1
|n 'JJ

T3

d F1

0
h me

Eharies M. Blaasbk and 2. iTheondore Brown, & History of Yrban
ararica (Wisconsin-Milwaskee: MacHMillan & Ce., 19467}, p.251, guoting
Fobert Parlk,

2 W.F.M. Henderson, Durtan: Fifty Yaars of Municipal History
1854-19204 (Durban: Robinson % Co.. L1904}, pp.43,
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Contraol was =simply necessary in the interest of survival.=®°
Necessity helps to explain the closely regulated character of life in
the first generation or two of Durban. The hNatal Gaovernment’'s
Municipal Ordinance Mo.1 of 1854=! placed the policing af Durban
vunder the contral of a Police Board, which was formed con 1 January
185%&, and comprised the Mavor of Dwrban, G.C. Cato, a Councillor, J.

Millar, and the local Resident Magistrate, H.J. Mellar.==

"These deep roots of policing in Durban come from the innate
feeling that the English have in respect for law. It is a
principle thev have euxported all over the wotrld, so that,
although the English of the past — and in the present - often
take the law into their aown hands, over centuries a strong ideal
of the principlies of law became inhersent in their way of life.
The Enalish eventually, and very slowly, saw the need for a
regular policing force and it wacs the pattern of that force which
was copled; with more or less, adherence to the original, in many
of the conlonies and in Durban. ‘==

The Municipal Amendment Law, Law No.Zi of 1B&1l, epnabled the Durban
Town Council to take over the Folice Force.=? The expense was
partly meft by money from licences.== No time was wasted in

appointing a Chief Constable, R.F. Bennett, two Sergeants and six

=o Order precedes law. The term ‘law and order’ should
accordingly be rewversed and should read ‘order and law. @8 nigh
priority was thus placed on the maintenance of order and the rule of
law had to be upheld. Individual rights had te be guarantesd. Certain
individual rights, for example praperty rights, had to be made
inviglable and even the majority of non-—prop=rty holders were
rezuired to raspect them.

=1 M o=

I Mercury., T May 1854: Supplement.

==

b i

svaeraend Jack Jewell, A History of the Durbar City Folice
(Fiefermaritzbura: Natal Witness. 1589} po.4-5; Henderson, Fifty
Years, p.47. ) -

== Jewell, & History of the Durban City Folice, pp.ix—x.

=a Biorvig, 'The History et the Durban Town Council.

1B34-1B79 ", pp.l4o-3.

==

Netal Mercury, I May 1854: Supplement.
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The Borough Police in 1878, showing the Police Station

erected in 1863 on

West Street.

portion of the Market Square facing
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Sub-Constables.Se The Durban Borough Folice Farce took occupation
on 2% March 1863 of a newly erected Police Station in West
Street.=7 Four extra rooms were added in 1870 and a small
unoccupied room in the rear of the station was fitted up as a
mortuary.S® Until 1870, the West Street Folice Station, adjoining
the Market Sguare. was the only station in Durban. A new Main Folice
Station was completed in 1900 to accommodate an increased Folice
Force, at a cost of £19 000D, on I 250 square metres of ground between

West Street and Fine Street,.=<

With the phvsical growth af Durban and its population, police
protection was extended to the suburbs. The Foint, becoming more
densely populated in the wvicinity of Durban harbour, was the first o
ragulire protecition. A station was erected at the junction of
Southampton Street and Foint Road opposite the Point terminal aof the
Matal SGovernment Railway in 1B7B€° and re—erected in 1%03.¢* The
next suburb which signed and forwarded a petition to the Durban Town
Council for police protection, was the Beresz The Berea, ar Musagrave
Road, Police Station was erected in LE74. With alterations and
add:itians from time to time it remained in wse until June 1204, when

the Eerez police took occupation af the more spacious premises

Sl Ejorvig, 'The History of the Durbar Town Council,
1E8SE2-127% |, pp.142-3,

=7 See r1llustration. See Jeweil, Durban Cityv Folice, p.iG.

=8 Ejarvig, ‘The History of the Durban Town Council,

1854-187%9°, p.1424..

s= Henderson, Fifty Years, p.178.

“c Jewell, Durban City Folice, pp.12-3.

) 1 Ibid.. See David Bennett, Sally Adams and Fob Brusse, A
Guide To The HlEtDl"‘Y and Architecture of [urban: Tha Point AF‘EE\—WE!II-:'
(Durban: Heunis and Associates, 19B7), Pp.50—1. '




R.C. Alexander, late of Her Majesty's
Thirteenth Regiment was appointed
Superintendent of the Durban Borough

Police in May 1876.

A1
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erected aon the site of the tramways stables further up on Musgrave
Road. Sub-stations were erected at Umgeni in 1EB77 and Congella 1in
188304, cottages beina rented for the purpose. Froper police stations
were erected on the east side of Umgeni Road, opposite Goble Road, 1in
1881, at DBreyville, on the site later occupied by the bowling areen
at the top 2nd of Mitchell Road opposite the headguarters of the race
coursz, in 1894, and in 1884 a new Congella Station was built, which
stond oan the corner of Fioneer and Umbilo Roads. New stations were
bPuilt at Greyville and Moore Road in 187%2. Mitchell Fark Station,
s1ltuated at the bend of Innes Road as it leaves the intersection of
Musgrawve Road and Flearida Road, was built by 13704.42 The Ocean
Beach Folice Station, built in 190%2,%= phrought the number of
stations to ten by 121044 (excluding count of the Togt Office for
recruiting labour at the Foint and police cells within the compound

at the Sanitary Depot in Drdinance/Brickhill Road ¢(18575%.

When the Durbar Borouaoh Folice was taken over by Superintendent R.O.
Alexander in 18746 it consisted of four White Sergeants, seven wWhite
Constables and thirty—siyx African Constables. By 1E72 within three

vears of his appointment, Alerander had increased their numbar to

seventy-—five.*® The Durban Eorouaoh Folice, as one single depariment

ta

=

ling under the authority for the Durban Town Council, drew labour

e= Jewell, ity Fglice, pp.13-5.

=% IR Ty . - T s - - = -
Lurosan Mavor 's Miputes, 31 July 1%0%, po. 105,

g

Cfficial South African Municipal Year Book 1211
{Johannesburg: Helim Fublishers, 1911}, p.13%; Jewell,
.19,

City Folice,

= See illustration. See Bjorvig, ‘History of the Durban Town

CDUHC}I, 1834-1E7% ", pp.142-3; Jewell, City Folice, pp.Z20-53.
Superintendent R.C. Alerander suvccegded Thomas Maxkwell and remained

in this post till 1904, Alexander was Succeeded by Daniel Danawvan
from Ireland in 19G7.




The Durban Fire Brigade, showing Superintendent R.C.
Alexander of the Borough (seated on the box). Standing
behind the Superintendent is the Chief Clerk, D. Goodwin.
Seated behind the Superintendent is P.C. Lambeth, and
standing, Sergeant Natts (on left) and P,.C. Hines (on
right).

Photo. (Copyright: Local History Museum).
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from all races in  their allocated duties of enforcing social order
and law. The strength of the Force by 1911 had been increased fo
ninety-two Whites, eighteen Indians and two hundred and fTifty
ffricans. This was in proportion to the popuiation growth in Durban,
which had increased from 7 18B% in 1B7& to &4 &B% by 1?11.¢¢ As the
jJurisdiction of the Borough Folice terminated at the wharf, the Natal
Government in 1877 brought the Water Police®” into heing to protect

the Durban Bay and from 1B&5 also employed Railway Constables.

The municipal police siructure thus reflected a determination on the
part of the ruling group to contrpl, but alsoc provided services which
were not necessarily functions of control. The duties of the Durban
Borough Folice varied from prevention and detection of crime to
inspectional, licensing and other regulatory activities, including
the maintenance of public order and zafety, and enforcement of the
law. Frior to 1872, they also performed streetkespers’ and streat
lighters’” duties, sounded the wells to estimate the water supply, and
acted as a Fire EBrigade till 1892.%4°2 Borough Folice dutiec extended

further to safeguarding the health, safety, morals and welfare of the

e Official South African Municinal Yearbook 1911, ppo.1353-3°.

=T MEG, vol.XX1IX, no.14&77, 20 November 1877: Law no. iz, 1277,

«8 Ses illustration. See MNatal Mercury, 3 May 1854:
Froclamation in Supplement. The Council purchaseas a fire enaine
(hand-oparated type: in 1BLS and insirusted the Folics to extinguish
Tires. See Biorvig, ‘History of the Durban Town Louncil, 1234-1879°,
pp- 1435-4&0, In 1870 William Falmer, Agent for the Royal Inszurance

Lompany, presented the Council with a new powerful engine. See ibidg.,
Do. &&-7Z, 148, Fire Drill Fegulations were drawn up in 1871 for tne
Fire Brigade. The Council purchased 3 =team fire engine in 189%
which replaced the pther two vehicles and which was kept at the new
Cehtral Fire Station on MNicol Sguare bordering Fine St?eet. The Fire
Eflgade thea became separate from the Folice. See Durbah Mavor's
Hlﬁutes, i July 1899, pp.&4-5; ibid., I3 July 19C&, pp.152-3. The
Foint Fire Station completed in Septembar 1735, was fo}mally handed
ﬁyerltu the Fire Department by the Chairman of the Fire Commitise, J.
Nicol. ‘
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inhabitants of the borough. The Natal Centre of the 5t. John
gmbulance fAssociation presented the Borough Police with an ambulance
wagon 1n 1909. This wagon was housed at the Lentral Fire Station and
it was used by the Folice for a csmall fee to maove accident victims

and zick people {(other than those with infectionus diseasesi . *%

Further power arrangements to assist the Felice in carrying out their
dutiers were made possible by firdinance No.1 of 1854 authorising the
Durban Town Council to formulate by~laws. A penalty of £S5 for
offenders according te such by—laws, were framed and sanctioned by
proclamation by the Natal Government in 1B55.7° Law No. 21 of

18£172* apd bLaw MNo. 12 of 1872 72 further empowered the Durban

Town Egun:il to make bv—-laws. Certain general and Folice by-laws
were passed on Z February 1B75.7= Law No. 22 of 1894 and Act No.

27, 1904, amended and extended powers aof the by—laws.”2 A detailed

i Ibid., 31 July 1309, pp.15—20.

7o NSG, vol.VII, no.3Z24, 27 February 1855, p.324:
Froclamation. A copy of the By-laws of the Borough of Burpan, 1835
exists in the Mendelssohn Collection in the Farliamentary Libtrary, as
referred to by Barbara M. Bee, Histaorical Biblipgraphy of the City of

Dorbon, or Fort Natal University of Cape Town, September, 19446},
p.1iB. ‘

_71 Ibid., vol.XIII, no.4&70, 27 August 186, pp.3FI3-B: iaw
no. X1, i861; ibid., vol.XIV, no.722, 2 September 12842: Law, no.Z1,
1B&: repealing Law, no.2i, 1B841i. ‘

7= Izid., vol.XXIV¥, no.1391, 24 December IBVZ, po. 657-461: Law
no.19, 1872, '

7= Ibid. . vol.X¥VII, no. 1917, 2 March 1875, pp.39-94:
Froclamation. 7

7 Ibid., vol.LVI, no.27, 14 August 1906, pp.11&0-F: Act no. o7,

, :
12065 Durban Mavor's Minutes, 21 July 1206, Annexure F. pp.18&-9.

See Borough of Durban, Port Natal: Rules of Order of the TDW;
Council, with tne Laws, Ordinances. By—laws, and Froclamations
gjfggﬁigg the Boroush Durban (Durban: Joha Sanderson % Co., 1B8Bi} and
R.L. Hitchins, Laws, Bv—laws and Feoulations of the eroqu of Duréan
(Durbasn: Robin=zon, 1915) faor a aenaral overview of by—laws. .
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description of these by-laws has besn omitted in this chagpter. due to
iack of space. Suffice it to say that the significance of such law
enforcemant in city—contral by the Council (as delegated to a
subnrdinate body, the Durban City Folice and executed through their
separate functions, such as public health, licensing and others),
highlighted once again that the law reflected and reinforced the
status quo prevalent in colerial Durban society. Coercion, or the
threat of force, is, according to Weber, 'an indispensable
underpinning af authority... 7. As reptresentatives in Council of
the dominant sector”® of Durban society., this electscd political
class,”” who had now acqguired the monopoly of political power,
often acted in corncert to monopolize economic opportunities and to
practizse seocial conventions and traditions of variouwus kinds to
express and protect their lifestyles. Such a view underlies the
views also of the smcial theorist, C. Wright Mills, when he
emphasized that, owing to an unegual distribution of power within the
structure of society,

‘positions of domination and subordination are inevitably found.

These two positional types constitute the most important parts of

the sonial structure...the power siructure determines the nature

and characteristice of the =ocial structore as such and the

nature and quality of the socisty’'s way of exigstence. 78

Weber’'s "law of the emall number’, as explained at the beginning of

7= Bottomore, Classes in Societv, pp.&&4-5.
T ; 3 -
, To King, Calonial brban Development, p.40, the ‘coloniatl
— n : - — = “ “ - - . . -
city wa§ a cqntalner” of cultural pluraiism but where aone particular
culturail section had the monopoly eof political power.
k4 See Appendices [ and E.
Pd -]

Merina Jansen, 'C. Wright Mills: Social Critic’. in Dian
Joubert (ed.), Societas 11: A Series of Social Science Mononraghs
(Fratoria: H. % R. Academica, 1980). p.35. See also: J.E.T.
Eldridge, 'C. Wright Mills’, in Feter Hamilton (ed.), key
?ggiDloqistE geries (Chichester, Sussex: Ellis Horwood Limited,
1983, 0.7z '
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the chapter, has applicability in the colonial Purban context. There
was a priority among the British element in colonial Durban society
for ocutstanding leaders to ensure group survival 1n a new
environment; a need for a convenient yet intensive social contact
over a short period of time. The Durban local authority, controlled
b an elected few, functioned as the direct agent of the cantral
Natal Government and was expected to administer the Durban population
at a local level.”® In practice, the dominant, biased White
Councillors in their urban administration were called upon to act in
the capacity of guardians of Africans, Asian and Coloured grouns,
despite Indians being able effectively to claim civil and economic
rights as British subjects, a topic extensively covered by Mavnard
Swanson in "The Asiatic Menace’ .®° Accordinoe to Swanson, the rulers
af the seaport city of Durban, “the premier Indian settlement in
South Africa’,®* were in the nineteenth century often le=ss
preoccupied with the African population among them than with tha
Indian community. He stresses through a detailed urban history the
role of the rise of the Indian community in the inception of
segregation in South Africa as a whole.®2 By tha turn of the
century, the independent biased White British electorate had

guaranteed themselves status and economic powsr legally by enacting

~h

health and

Tectin

m

the first mzjor discriminatory legal sanctions =

. & oy = K 1 1 % 1
i Tha African population was first recorded in 1847 = 59z,
2No swelled to 14 489 by 1910. The Asiatic population was 133 in
1862 and was counted as 1& 131 ip 19310, The Coloured pocuiation
sariier included with the fAsiatics, came to 2 03I9 by 1911
Indians acguired substantial property, became burgesses. and

were 2ligible for the franchise under Natal law. Some were .
regiszered voters. See Swanson, ‘The Asistic Menace ', p.404

81 Irid.
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liquor licenses, mainly directed against Indians.®*

Na further slaboration is needed of this aspect of sanctions by the
dominant group to protect their self-interest, or their governance af

the disenfranchised Africans by the passing of three legislative Acts

fice 1t te

]

m

as found in the Durban model of urban administration., Su
say that these Acts — the Native Beer Act (Mo.23) of 1%0B, which put
the sale cof Native Besr under the entire control of the Town Council,
in other words authorising a beer monopoly system,®4% togethsr with
the Togt Labour Amendment Act (MNo.2B) of 1202 and the Native
Locations Act (No.2Z) of 1904, which formed the baszsis of what came to
be known as “the Durban System” (with its assumptions of municipal
paternalism in urban ‘native’ administration), held implicatiaons for

the recst of South Africa. Thi

n

aspect has been extensively coversd
esgectially by Swanson, Kuper and others in their studies revealing
cantributions to the roots of apartheid, towards the establishing of

which system the Durban Town Council, as a representative bodv of

a= Ibid., pp.41i7%-14. Swanson writes that the gran
Responsible Government on 4 July 1B9% in MNatal set ths s
drastic measurses alona the line of racial policy agsainst
Municipal controversy then broadened ogut into the arena o
and imoerial politics leading ultimately to Indian
disenfrancnisement, anti-immigration law, poll taving, and the denisi
of trading rights. ~ll these measures spelled a shnift of emphasis
from attempis at social control whickh characterized the 1270z and the
1BE0= "to a much more determined and concentrated pursuit of communal
exclusion wiich was to be the deminant theme of the 1520 onwards. ”

inc of

age fTor more
Indians.

f colonial

=249 . i y

Ibid., p.402. The exercise of beer mcnopoly by the Durban
. — 3 ' 3 3 i ) . ! .

Town Touncil was snacted in the Union Hatives {(Urban Areas) Act of
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Dyrban calonial society, played no small part.®s The distancing and

prclusiveness or segregation of status groups can evolve in 1ts
extreme form into closed castes, savs Beeghlev.®* As Ferdinand
Toennies stresses, the significance of these "estates’ and
‘Classes "®7 hased essentially on the facts of economic life,
reaches over into political affairgs and into the intellectual and

moral sphere’. Teennies explains that classes as such "ares engaged

in a contractual relationship’' .®9®

‘Classes look upon, and deal with, one another basically as
apponents, whao depend on one another nevertheless as a3 result of
motual interest. The relation between classes turns immediately
into enmity, when one class is dissatisfied with the actiorns of
the other, when one accu=e=s the ather that the contract is

inadequate or that its conditions have not been observed. '2°
a= Maynard Swanson, ‘'The Rise of Multi-racial Durban: Urban
History and Race Folicy in South Africa 1B30-1930° (unpubliished Fh.D.

thesi=s, University of Harvard, 1965), pp.41B-30, 432-3, writes that
"beer money made it possible in the vears after 1210 to underitsie the
first effective program of urban native administration that included
some reference to social canstruaction. It al=o by the same token
made financially possible the entrenchment of a system of restriction
and exclusion from all but a subordinate and passive ecaonamic
association far the African with the European saciety to be
undertaken by fhe municipalities of South Africa.’ See also Foaper.,
Watts and Ravies, 'A Study in Racial Ecoloay ', p.2&4; FPaul Maylam,
"The Evolutien of Urban Apartheid Influx Con+r01 and Segregation: in
Durban, c.l1200-1951" in Guest and Sellers (eds |, Recedad Tides of

Empire, pp.2&2-4.

Be Beeghley, Social Stratification in America, p.z257, wri
that this is especially true of modern society in the Unites St
whare Black and White Americans stiil liwve in an esgentially czs
reiztionship. Blacks are uneoual to Whites in visrtually evérv e
He observes pessimistically that ‘it ; ; :
Situation is going fto change much in

only begun fto pay the conssaousnces.

sz Ferdinand Tosnnies, "Estatez and Llasses’, in Bendix and
Lin=et (eds ', Cisass. Statu= snd Fo War., pp.49-30, explains that the
terme ‘Estate’, and ‘class’ are svnonymous and are often used
1Qterchangeablv But scientifirca 11y the two terms can be
distinguished in the sense that estates are conceived as ‘communal
and classes aszs ‘societal collectives . :

®=  jnid., p.S0.

i Ibid.
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Wnen they enpgage in hostile actions or enpgaae one another in war,
theze struggles become ‘class—-stiuggles. "9 The realities of power
in the nineteenth century (previovsly mentioned in the introduction?,
and the self-canfidence of the Vietorian age, combined inevitably to
drive home the lesson, already implicit in language and metaphor,
that "'White' m=zant all that was desirable, and "Black’' meant
gverything that was (o be despised and avoided.®* This was the
universal conviction in these colonial cities, which translated
itself into different ambitions at different levels of society.

The social stratification of colonial Durban society therefore
displayed '"the essence of coionialism, the imposition on ancther
people aof a system aof values not their own.’” 2 The assumption

could be made therefore, that, magnified By =uch internal strains,
this colonial society would carry within it the Sstrong propensity of

mankind to fall into mutoal arnimosities. =

It is only with a thorough understanding of the domirnant sector's
values, beliefs, institutions and social organization that this
society and the preserved heritage of its built environment can be
groperly understaod. The British element of Durban’s population wsas

at the apex of the social pyramid, the levels of which corresoonded

to some 2xtent with colour. Ulf Hannerz calls this type of dominant
o Inid.
i Mason, Fatterns of Dominance, p.Z28S.
= Ibid,
@

' ﬁﬁthony isiddens, Folitics and Sociology in the Thought of
Ma Weber (London: macHMillan 1972, pp.246-7.

Y
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group the ‘White tribe’,®* who had

e eawith their mainstream cultore and with their ruling of the
gpace2 an impact on overall social organisation and the resultant
outcoms in each case was a European way of life. "7
Virtually svery theorist who has studied stratification agrees that
power is an important explanatory variable.®® Max Weber's
definition of power which, as we have seen., envisages i1t as the
ability of an individual or group to get things done, to achieve

noals, even over the opposition of others, has become standard.®”

By the institutionalization of power arrangements, as is manifested
in the Durban Town Council, chosen Mavors and Councillors slected
through a system based on praoperty valuation, were predictably
selected from the highest stratum in the class model. Thev formed a
political class and establiished social arder and control by
allocating duties of enforcemsnt to an appointed and subordinate
body,; namsly the Durban Borough Folice, aided by & code of Culturally
determined beshaviour, widely copied from Britain. It has been made
possible tg understand the nature of stratification by focusing on

the clagz basis of power as it was perpetuated in this form in the

P U1 Hannerz, Excloring the City: Inguirices Toward an Urban
Aanthropology {(Mew York, €olumbia University Press, 1980, pp. 1-15,
refers o Whites in Africs as the "White tribe. 7

s Inid., p.1S.

P4, . } i £ ; 3 4 i i : i
lEeeghleg,_Tne.:t,ucturE of Social Stratification. po. &—-17.
5;«er5 the sﬁratlflcg?lan views of theorists such as Maws Webeatr,
w1ngsley DRavis and Wilbert Moore, Ralf tahrendorft, and Berhard
Lenski,

i Ibid.
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rolonial ity af Durban.

‘Every type of sacial order, without exceptian, must, 1f one
wishes to evaluate it, be assescsed according to which type of man
it gives the opportunity to rise to a position of superiority
through the operation of the various objectives and subjective
selactive factaors. 78

NMeedless to say, the colonial monopoaly of control that the minority
White community has exercised over all dimensions of Durban sorciety
since 1854 is today outdated. Fractices in Durban and ather Scouth
African cities which were =til]l based on a total exclusion of certain
people from crucial processes of government have Sinée become

‘unacceptable in present day democratic value systems which abhor

eliticism, racism ang discrimination. °°

e Beatham, Max Weber, pp.109-10, The concept of "Auslese’
{selection) reappears as a central feature in nearly all Weber'g
wri?ings on contemporary society. See also: Giddens, Politics and
Sociology in the Thousht of Max Weber, p.1B.

P — : b L P, -

_ Fanie Cig=te, Frospect for a democratic process of
political change in South Africa’, in Mark Swilling (ed.), Yiews on
the Sguth African State (Fretoria: HERE, 1920, p.23
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Chapter 3

The Settler Elite

in Chapter 1. the colonial Durban community was taken as a unilt of
social analysis and the ineaualitv in 1ts social structure was
discussed: Chapter 2 focused on the perpetuation of such ineguality
by one legitimate form of institution - the Durban Town Council.
Chapter 2 now undertakes a prosopoaraphical study?®! of thirty five

Mavors (nominal heads - Appendix H) as incumbents of top positions 1n

Ehis ruling body.

Spciplogical analvsis doecs not hereby treat the colonial Durban
community simplv as a monalithic social unit, as a single acior. By
investigating both individuals and social structures, 2 analwvsis of
individual action in a social context can be furthered. Thecea
Mavors, in concert with other Councillors, carried out necessary
programmes to develop the town within the constituetional framework of
scheduled Council and Committee Meetinos. That tne social structurs
cannot be treated as fived. comes to light in the foliowing

chapters. A alimpse 15 afforded in this chapter of how these
individual Mavors (mainly entreprensurial merchants and professional
men of common British backoround!, who formed the controlliing settler

elite. succeeded by their skills, intelligence. or sheaer luck in

% Lawrence Stone. The Fast and the Fresent Revizited (London
and New York: Routledoe & kegan Facl, 1987, pp.45-73. H:DEGPTQFaDhV
(2= the ancient historians called it), collective bpiooraphy ‘as—the -

historians know 1%t:, and multiple career—analyéis (as the
secisl scienftists have it!, is used a2s a tzchnigue of the research
Mistorian.

ey

This substantive direction. the analysis of individual action
in a social context, is a2 mutation in the sociolooical discipline
which occurred more throuaoh Paul Lararsfeld’s work than the work of
any other social theorists. Gee kendall (ed.}), The Varied Sociclogy
of Faul F. lLazarsfeld. pr.7-B.
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making the right social connections, and so becoming 1nfluential
enouan to risse fto these commanding positions. Supporting themssives
meant consoiidation of wealth founded upon privileged access to
orivate property. This was 'one principal medium whereby the

transtation of economic into political power, ar the reversg’', =

was effected, as explained in Chapter Z. EBimilar experiences of
emigration o a strange environment and finding their feet in the
daily struaggle for existence, must have been decisive factors in
bindina these Mavors tooether. Other cohesive factars, such as
communicating in their common English language and sharing similar
socizi and cultural intereste derived from the same English
backaround must have been reasons for these Mayvors of the same class

ta have acted in unison and $o hawve had a decisive social influence

in the urbanization process.

Thirty—thres Mayors were British settlers. Ernest Leslie Acutt,?
Walter Greenacre® and J.W. Leuchars,® who became Mayors in the

18205, were the aonly three Celonial—horn. MNevertheless, they were of
the British settier stock of the early 1890s, which implies a
homogeneous group. All, naturally, wers Enalish—speaking and spoke
Encilish a2t hom= and in Council. Such communication ensured a
continuouvs exchange of shared and meaningful svmbols among these

partlcinants in a common cultura.

= Stanwarth and Siddens (eds . Elites and Fowar, D.xi.

* The Nataj's Who's Who: An [liustrated Biographical Sketch
Eook of MNatalians {Durban: Hobinson ang Co.. 1906), p.li: and Matal
Almanac, Directory and Yeariv Recister. 1899: CDmmertial.DiwerEEfrgf
nDp. 78350, " 3 rector

Leverton, ‘Walter Greenacre’, in Dictionarv of South African

Bigarasaphy. . p.3245,

MSCE 33543/1%20: Deceased Estats of J.W. Leuchars. 19ZC.



Mills regards communication as

"the central underlying social process,

which together with other
that

social processes,

maintains the sncial structure and ensures
rd

it remains in dynamic eguilibrium.’

Certain mayors were re—elected to further terms. Sicnificance of

re-election was that it displayed a tendency amonoa Eouncillors to

value the leadership of some indiwvidusals in the same class situation

more than others. Three Councillors (Richard Vause, William Arbuckle

and Charlie Henwoeod! ware elected four times as Mayor (nominal head:

Councillors: six Councillors (Benjamin Greenacre, F.C.

bv the other

Heollander, Edward Snell, Ellis Brown, Alexander McArthur and Jonn

Mizold, three times as Mayor; eight Councillors (Georaoe Cato, Savervy

#insent, J.R. Goodricke, William Field, William Palmer, Edward

FPickering, J.J. Hillier and George Favnel, were twice elected,

whereas the other esighteen Mavors werse elected only once.

All thirty five Mayors professed to be Christian in religion; tnev

belonged to the various estahlished Weslayvan (Methodist), Anglican

(Ehurch of England:, Congregational {Independent}, Presbyvterian and

Eaptist Churches recorded in the local Durban newsnaper. © dne,

Feiix Hollander, a founder member of the Hebrew Conaregational Thurch

v C.Wright Mille: Sncial
; See also: Alfrec G,
adings in ths Codes of Human

12&£5Y ., PD.v-vi,

Critic’, in Joubert
Smith, Communication
Interaction {(New Yorks:

ted. ),

and

Maral Mercury, 9 May 1885: 25 July iB85; and 5 November 1BE87.
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in 1907,% was also a Freemason.®*© Edward Snell, whose wife
teontine Mary belonged to the Catholic Church,?** did not

necessarily share Catholic sympathies.

& denominational breakdown showed that nine Mayors (William Field,
Richard Vause, H.W. Currie, John Goodliffe, John Miliar, John
Goodricke, J.J. Hillier, John Hunt and his son—-in—-law, J.W.

—

teychars), were Anciican (Hunt was alsa a Freemason);*® six athers
(Arthur Harvey, Alexander MchArthur, Joseph Ellis Brown, William
farbuckle,. k. Jamesaon and John KNicol! were Presbyterian:?*= seven

Savery Fimnsent,*®* A.W. Evans, Edward Pickering, Hugh Gillespie

i Leverton, ‘Felix Hollander', in Rictionary nof South African
Biaography, vol.3, pp.402-10, Feiix Hollander plaved a prominent cart
in Jewish affairs. He was Fresident of the Durban Hebrew
Congregation from 1907-19235, Honorary FPresident of the Council of
Nztal Jewry from 123Z7-1%55. and Frecident at the Durban Jewish Ciub
from 1941-1955,

1o Twantvieth Century Impressionsg, p.4Z8. Hollander held the
position of Frovincial Grand Secretary for the Natal District Grand
Ladge, had been Master on several occasions, and had received manwy
Masonic presentations.

ia Fussell. Oid Durban, p.iS2. Snell had two children.
1= Durban Local History Fuseum, File S7213%: 581 H: © John

Hunt'. Hunt was initiated on !4 June 1B&0 as a member of the first
Freemason Lodoge in Natal, the Fort Natal todoe, No.732, which helg
itz first meeting i1n 18SA. The =significance of Freemasanty lav in
the practical implicatior 1t held far members of a fraternity for
muteal help and brotherly feelino. See Fussell, Oid Durban. pe.

i6G-1 on Hunt being the contractor far the first Roman Latholic Brick
Chapel, which aopbened far service in July 1BSE, on the land where the
later Lhurch of St. Joseph was built.

iz

Hatal Mercurvy, May 1954. John Nicol paid Tor the cost of
installing eiectricity in St. Andrew’'s Church built in 1897 in
Commercial Road. It had a special door. thereafter known as ‘Micol's
door’ allocated ta him. He alion2 had a2 key %o admit himself at anv
time cuietly invo the Church. -

1a Bairly MNews, 15 Mav 1974: Levertan, 'Saverw Finsent’, in
Dictionary of South african Bioaraphy. wvol.3, p.S?é; Russell, Qid
Durban, p.307, wrote that Finsent on 21 May 1BS7 called a Fublic
Meeting of the Durban fuxiliary Bible Society, one of Durban's
recognized 1nstitutions, of which he was a member.
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and his son—in-law, Ernest Leslie Acutt, Felix Hollander and R.W.
Tyzarck, were Caongregationalist { Indecendent). Tyzack was largely
instrumental in the founding of the Aliwal Congregational Church 1n
1851, and Evans gave a financial statement when the
Congregational Church in Smith Street was opened on B June 1BS4.2*®
0f the remaining thirteen Mayors, although nothing was found aon the
specific religion of five (James Stranack, R.L. Cunningnam, J.D.
Ballance, T.4. 0 'Flaherty and Edward Snell), 1t is assumed that they
had Chriztian sympathies, whereas eight (G.C. Cato, William Hartlewv,
William Falmer, Benjamin J.W. Greenacre, Walter Greenacre, W.E.
Robarts, George Fayne and Charlie Henwood:, belonged to one of the
twelve Weslevan Metheodist Churches established by 1B87 1in Durban.
The Musgrave Road Methodist Church was especially linked tc the names
of Banjamin and Walter Oreenacra, George Fayne and his two sons,
Arthu- and Harold, snd William Palmer. The Church itself was
cesigned py the architect, W.E. Robarts, Mayvor from 188B& to 1887, on
land adjoining the Greenacre ecstate.?®” Belief in corporate
community worship aonce a week, significantly cave rise to the
construction of churches for each congrecation gf tha Christian
denaminations, such as Roman Cathoalic, Anglican, Methodist,

Freszbyterian, Congregationali., and Haptist Churches. The Grevville

i Burban Logcz2l History Museum, File S72173F: 3B1: AW,
Tvzack ' : Don Africana Museum, P.FZ0: Tvzack: Letter bv a namesake
dated ZT July 1787 to E.C. South Nedlands, Western fiustralia with a
reolv tg the reauest for information on the Tyvzaclk familwv.

14 Russell, 0ld Durban, p.ZEZ

17 Daily Mews, 21 finril 199%: Durkan church celebrates 1ts
Fentenary. W.E. Robart'z wife was from the distinguished Fovail
tamilyv, also ass=ociated with the church. See Qgrbén Mavor'’'s Minute
Z1 July 1994, pp.2-5. Gecrge Favne introduced the old English Cust;m
of "Lorporation Supdav’ to this Church on 11t February 1894, wherebv_
Counciilors attending these services wore pfficial robes., and this
event has become an inctitutlion in the Municipal ~alendar.
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Methodist Church was built by 1B¥4 to meet the needs of the residents
of aone of Durban’ s newer suburbs, Greyville. Lady Rhoda Fayne placed
beneath the foundation stone of this small church facinag Stamtord
Hiil Road, a battle, containing the customary church reccrds.
Offerinnos were then placed on the stone estimated at £30. viz. a £20
note, 2% 1n gald and £7 in silver. This little church still serves
the p=ople of bBreyville as a Svnday Schonl. *® Thsss Durban churches
manifested the structural and visual characteristics of the British
metropolitan culture. Accepted cultural nores prevailing in British
sacrety gave rise to the rules which governed the conduct of these
settlers with regard ta their institutional system, and formed the
care 0f their culture, or 'matrix of their social structure’, t®
whether te da with church, club, library, mussum, theatre, park,
botanical gardens, race-course or organized sport, such as football,
rugby and cricket (explained in Chapter 9.

‘A belief system may be defined as having represented within 1%,

in some arganized psychological but not necessarily loolcal form,

each and every one of a person’'s countless beliefs about physical
and social reality, =°

Eeliefs relat

I

ng to the 'resurrection of the flesh’ and immortalitw

of the

]

ol sccount for the costom of burial of the dead.=?! Surh

community burial places, where ground is sanctified. wers

18 Purbsn_Mawvor ' = Minute, 1 Julyv 1894, pD. 29,
1= ¥ing, Lolonial drban Development, p.42.
E=Yo 51 M bee o iiaF ;
. Milton Roke=ach, Beliefs Attitudes and Values: A Theoryv af
Urcanization and Chanos (San Francisco: Jossey—-Bass Fublishers
P e —_— '.4_‘--. . N - . - *
2687, po.ix—vii, For Rokeach beliefs, attitudes and values are ali

organized together to form a functioning integqrated coanitive svstem.
=21 ey -t
Faymond Firth, Human Tvpes: Aan Introductipn to Social

Anthropclogy (Mew Yorik: New American Library, 1958) pp. 1459-6 Ses
also Raymond Firth, Elements of Social Organizatiom (1 er ca,
3 nents ganizat :

Watts. 1991, o 1on {London: C.A.




71

oraominent features in the Durban environment. The West End
(Commercial Road) and Stellawood Cemeteries are the only two examples
discussed in Chapter 5, along with some of the various institutional
structures related to economic institutions of this British sector of
Durban societwv. Saving, marketing, property and emplovment
activities were embodied i1in the buildings of banks, the coffices of
ineurance agents and shops specialising in European gonods.

ay—to—day retailing and market activities were provided for mainiwv
in the three principal streets - West, Smith and Pine Streets {(which
ran parallel fo each other from the east to west ends of the town:,
and impaortant cross—streets such as Field, Gardiner and Aliwal
Etreets. These centrally located streets gave access to the major
institutions of the church, principel hotels, the library and

economic 1nshitutions.

f dominant ideolocy of ‘self-help’, as a moral underpinning cof their
belief system., was broucht by many British emigrants to the Eritish
colonies in the ninetesnth century. It held the promise of upward

r~—
=

mobility as a reward for hard work and sober living== in the new
enviraonment. This climbing of the social ladder was epitomized by

these thirtyv-five Mavors, Trevelvan, the well—-known English sacial

historian, ascribes the id

M

ology of self-help to

’

.. the self-discipline and self-reliance of the in
Enaglishman, derived indesd from many sao wt 1
4 ; rom many sources. but £

=2xtent spr

~

ino from Fue n traditions to which the Wesievan and

a
Evancelical movemsznts had civen ancther leasze gf 1ife

Weidenfeld % Micoison, 1971}, pp.

== J.F.C. Harrison, Early Wictorian Britain 1E3%2-1851 {London:
1 74 Fa
idl ¥

== G.M. Trevelyan, English Social History: a Survev of Six

Centuries: Chaucer to Quesn Victoria (London: Longmans, 1972). p.448.
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tewart, Frandy and Blackburn also stress that the tdea of, {(and
belief in). the reality of a proaression to better positions is built
intn individualistic belief systems and influences the strateay of
the individual. Those who derive relative privilege from %the
operation of the market are of course those most likely to believe in
it= principles, as ’'they accept that the concept of a market is of
explanatory value in accounting for distribution.’ =% The

hierarchical economic prder which had developed in Durban in its own
distinct form through the free market (as displayed in the class

maod=! in Chapter i}, was the vnintended cons=aquence of the actians of

many peaple each seeking their own interests.=S

Eritain, the mother country of these first permanent Eritish
settlers, provided a model capitalist society in the
ninseteenth—-ceniury: the British believed in a system whers people in
different positions received differential rewards. Beeghley

wrrote=e that keber argued that the most importani characteristic of
rawards is that they can be vsed in two Z2ifferent wave., Firstly,
they may be corsumed. For example, consumption of rewards cccurs as
people use income to purchase homes, food and services. in this

study refgarence has been made to cnly soms of the most and least

impressive homee of the thirty-five Mayors under discussion.

4 - 1 , - —\ i T F 5 ]
= Stewart, Prandy and Blackburn, Social Stratification an

Gccupations, po.120-1. B

o

=

= Friedmen. Free to Choose, p.1%:; pp.143—-4. The nineteanth
century palicy of implementing eguality of opportunity standes in
sfarp contrast to twentieth century EBritish domestic bolicv dominated
‘"the search for a2 oreater eauality of outcome” - edual‘
distribution of wealth.

by

=& Beeghley, Social Stratification in America. pp.%5-6.
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Overport House, Durban, built 1860 for wealthy merchant,
William Hartley, Mayor of Durban 1859 - €60, member
of Legislative Council. House demolished 1938.

Photo. (Copyright: lLocal History Museum).
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A1l thirty—-five Mayors followed the residential pattern of living in
privately—owned, comfortable, detached houses. 1t has ta be taken
into account that the Durban environment was not bullt up to the
ovtent that tenement housing was reguired. Only 700 houses were
recorded in 1B&5.27 Residential differentiation 1in the colonizl

citv of Durban was still weakly developed for the most part of the
ninetesnth century. Most areas of the town reflected a jumble of
occupations and classes. Amono all races, economic gccupatianal
bonding, as displayed on a daily basis at the beginning of this
colonial peEriod, was considered more important than ethnic 1ssues,

far the survival of this tiny settlement.

Durban’'s residentiail structure however, started showing more definite
differentiation towards the fturn of the century. At first the
settler slite preferred living centrally on Bayside sites, and later
ogn higher ground near the ridge in the fashionable up—and-cZoming
Berea suburhb, Thirty—four Mayors in the second half of this colonial
period (Gillespie died pbeforehand}!, were able to separate their
residences from their business premisses.  There was among the White
settler residents in the last guarter of the ningtesnth century an
increase of preference for decentralilzed suburban domesticitv. =0

The housss of anly two Mayors, namely William Hartlewv and Hugh
Gillesnls, were mentioned in settler literaturs as mans:ons cdating

from 154Gs and LBY0s, Hartley owned an elzqant double-storeved

=z Eimrvic "History of the Durban Town Council, 1854-187%°.

po. 132241,

2=

Daily News: Supplement: Froperty News, &6 Januarv 1978. See
Diagram 2. )
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Berea Panorama

® This is how Thomas Baines saw the growing town of |
Durban in 1873; the Governor's flag flying at the official
residence, Portsdown House which may now, after many
ears as an hotal, bacome a venua for inter-denominational
servicas and a museum; the tug Pioneer moving past the
Bluff to bring in a ship. The artist has also shown a train on
its way to Umgeni,
THE MERCURY'S DURBAN 150th ANNIVERSARY SUPPLEMENT, MAY 24, 1974
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house in Smith Street, subsequently known, when he became Mayor., as
the "Mansion House =% and also iDverport House® =°, built on the
Beresa. The iattsr was the scene of stylish sacial functions 1in the
lates 18405 and early 1B870s. This was before the MHatal Government
arouired a Marine Residence for the Lieutenant—GEovernor of MNatal.
Hugh Gillespie’'s double-stareyed mansion, completed in 1845 1n 5t.
Andrew' s Street (on gcrounds which stretched down to Durban Bay prior
to the building of the present Victoria Embankment}), was where the
Mayvor ‘s Soiree was held in 1865. The nouse was bought in 1874 as a
fz1-ine Residence {(Fortsdown House) for the Lieutenant-Governor of

Hatal.=?* A less spectacular house of this period was Geeorgs Cato's

1]

house (of which a photograph taken in 18&8, =t:ill exists) on his farm
at Lato Manor. No photographic svidence has been found of his house
at Cato’s Creek.™F A photocopy of a painting by Thomas EBEainess of a
Berea view from H.W. Currie’'s house 'Invicta Cottage’, built in 1854
in Coerrie Road (now Invicta Avenue off Currie Rnad), has be=n
included on the leTt page.™®™ Some Mayor s housecs built in the last
guarter of the nineteenth-centurv, such as theose of George FPavne,
Benjamin Greenacre, John hicel and Ellis Erown were perhaps more

impressive. The Musprave House of George Pavne was not as

Fussell, D019 Durban, p.3Bb4. -
=0 Natal Mercurv, 1 August 19ti, 28 Movembsr 12&7; hatal

Advertiser, Zi September 1311 Hattersley, An Tlluctrated Social
Hiztorv of Sguth Africa, o.z54.

1 ¥ — . r s - - .
This mansion changed hands when the Marine Residence known

‘Hino's House' was built. The mansion then aperated as Fortsdown
Hotel and in later vears as S5t. Andrew’'c Centre, preoperty of the

Durban United Church. Durban bLocal Hiztory Museum: File 581 "Hucoh
Gillespie'. )

as

-

Durban Local History Musaum: Fila 540-549 Architectural
General.

- a4

- _ Sunday Tribune: Property Supplement, 27 February 1992. This
historical home was put on the market for the sum of RROO o0,
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spectacular as the second cne, "'Overdale’, which stood on ten acres
of grounds and which the family occupied in (BEBZ.=9% Sir Benjamin
Creenacre’'s mansion ‘Caister House® in Musgrave Raoad with
unchstructed views over Durban was impressive.> The house of John
Nicel in Currie Road on the Berea, named "Banchory’', has also been
recorded. 3¢ The house of the first Ellis Brown, which stood on a
grime site wvirtually bordering on Durban Bay, has changed hands many

times and has recently been converted into the Congella Hotel.=7

Rewards may alsc be consumed symbolically, as people engage in valued
Fctivities that reflect their positions in society. For example, the
rich and well-born may send their children to exclusive preparatorv

schools from which others ars excluded.

The secand way in which rewards can bs used, and one more important
for this chapter, is that rewards can be employed as resources in
otrder to obtain even greater rewatrde in the future. Far exampie, 1
sufficiently large, income can be used %o purchase property., which
can produce even arester returns 1n the future. In other wordz, the

ability to obtain rewards and use them as a resource orovides many

x4 - : s =
fhe house was sold in i%22. Burban Local History Museum:
File 2721ZZ: 3B! F '‘Bezorge Favne’': A Eooklet by Doualas Cook The
P L33 i ’ ¥ b \ » k. The
avnes of ‘Ovardale’, op.i1i-13. Tws of begrge Favrne’'s sons in later
vears slso becama Councillors, Two snectacular home=, named
Trevivian' in Essenwood Road, [Durban and ‘Chingiewood’ at Giilitts
were awnad pv one of the zons. artnur Favhna.
F= y iy 7 = = ¥ ’ . 3

| . 7 Matal r1G ' Who, 1704, p.79; Leverton ‘Benjamin Greenacre .
in Dictionary 2% South African Eicaraphvy, 3. po.244-5 .

=4 bMatal Who =z Who, p.tl7,
=7

Durban Local History Museum: File S72:133. 281 B 'Eilis
Brown'; Leverton ‘Ellis Erown ', in Dictionary of
Bigoraphv, 3, po.l1iz-13.

South African
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ceople with an interest in and the capacity fto maintain the “‘status

quo’ in the spciety. ™2

Thirty—four Mayors inwvested their income in oroperty, whether in
freshold or 1n leasehold. In this way they consolidated ftheir
wezalth. Regrettably, very little information could be found on Mayor
T.A. 2'Flaherty’'s property holdings, except that he was a shareholder
in his wife ' s brickmaking business, as discussed further on in the

tevt.

The thirty-five Mayors chosen in this small agroup study illustrated
the rezlifty of 2 progression to better positions in the economic
arder. Their move from iarge British settlements to the small town
af Durban, where opportunities were there for the %taking, possibly
contributed to their beino surcessful. In many cases ‘migrants %o
large cities from rural areas tend to be less successful ' .37
Thirty-two Mayors, of the first ganeration, immadiately started
climbing the ladder of success. Three second generation Mayors, E.L.
Acutt, W. Greenacre and J.W. Leuchars stepped into their fathers’
established trading concerns. Thirty—two Mayvors (the three
colonial-baorn excluded), did not inherit their wealth, but whether
through hard work, sucressful partnerships, skills, or luck, became

rich and influsntiail.

The S+ructure of Sgrial Stratification irn the
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All thirty—-five individuals were to increase their soclial standing in
colonial Durban society by becoming political leaders (Mavors!. They
were to form a coantrollirmg settler elite (as exolained in the status
model in Chapfer 1t and the political model! in Chapter Z). These few,
poised on the peak of the social pyramid, the gentryv. possessed
prestice and privilege, and stood in contrast tao the many, the great
malority, who performed manual and routine work of every sort and who
commanded scant rewards and little prestige. The tendency for social
aroups or collectivities to rank positions of leadership and social
rasoonsibility at the tep, and posiftions reguirine long trainino just

below, has relevance for colonial Durban society. =2°©

Occiepational =kills best reprecanted among the eslected few inclucden

u
A

rzely financial, but aiso legal competence, which can be reszrded

)=t
\

iy
in

oasic to the demands of urban s=lf-government.

-
-
3
jn i
n

The practicz of =ocial conventions anu traditions of various

expressed ang protected the lifestvies of the zettler 2lite;

1

netwark ot decendable relationships®! ayvplved within their status
citrcle, in the predominantly British settler community it was almosy
inevitable that favouranle marriages and scocial alliances wouio be

genaratly confined to members of other Eritiesn emigrant families.

v Licsit and Bendiy, S
oY -2 Besghliay, Sopcial Stratif .
a1 T e 2 —_— oo ORI 4 Fom)
22ymour Sarason., The Psvchological Sense of Communitv:

\

m

Frogpects for a Cammunity Fevcholooy, pp.vii-x. See also Michael
Roloff., Interpersonal Communicatign: The Social Exchange Acproact
(Bevarly Hills, California: Zage Fublications, 1941y, pp. 9- 2'_
flfred G. Smith, Communication a2nd Cultures Beadinaes in the Caées of
Hum=2=_Interaction (New York: Holt. Finehart and Winston, 1944&)
RR.v-vi; Fokeach, Beliefs Attitudes and Valussg, pp.ix—x;ii. ’
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Marriage patterns were as follows: thirty—four Mayors married “in’ o
their own British group {(whether before or atter emigrating?. The

exception was Savery FPinsent, who did not marry at all.

Thirty-two Mavors had families of two or more children. Glexander
Mcarthur, married to Jane Tweed (Speirs), topped the list with
thirteen cnildren, 22 followed clos=ly by George Payne®® and .John
Miilar 2% with ten children each and H.W. Currie with nine.®*® The
only three exceptions to this group of prolific fathers were Faliy
Haollandesr with onlw one daughter,?® William Field with one sor who

ied 1n infancy.?? and Savery Finsent who did not marry at all.

2.

The number of progeny in the second ageneration meant that businesses
in some casesz expanded and that more wealth was accumuliated. The
firm "Greenacre % Eo.  of Benjamin Breenacre, for examplis. cio=esd

nly at the snd of May 1982.4% Whether consclidated wealth in
movable or immovable properties stayed within the familv circle wouio
neceszitate a separate study and such an investigation haz not been
attempted in this chapter.

==

Thirty—-three Mavors married in theivr twenties and kthirtiss 3hly

4=

Leverton, “George FPavne , in Lictionary of Sovith &frican
Eiography, %, pp.o77-5.
a . PR — = R N -
- MZCE 410Z/18%4: Deceased Estetes of Jonn Millae =cry
a= Sh=zlach 0 Bvrne Spencer, Britizh Settierc in Matal
P74t 057 5 1 i 4 -1 PR Gr T L : : A e
1524-1857; A Eiographical Recister (Fietermaritzburg: University ot
Natzal Fressi, vol.3, pp.So-Z2. )
0 ds cC Ty
_ MSLE 2017/1955: Deceassd Estate of Feliy Moliander. 1955
Only one dauohter iz mentioned. ' B
47 = — - - =
Sp=ncer, British Settlers, vol. &, 0.176.
aa \

Dailv Mews, 0 July 1984,
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Frpnest Leslie @cutt married later in life, at fortv-four when he took
to wife Hugh Gillespie’'s daughter, Madeleine Churchill.?® Ernest
had a partnership share in the family business of his father, Robert

Nablie Acutt and Sons at 55 Gardiner Street.

A =trong family tie had already been formed between the Gillespie and
Churchill families, when Gillespie himself married Marianne Julia
Churchill in 1838;% Nhile his sister, Emma, married Joseph Churchill
in 1B857. =© Certain matrriages also helped in property acguisition:
Hugh Gillespie and Churchill held joint ownership of propertvy at
Umgeni in the Victoria County with a freehold value of £4 420 18s
during 1877.%2 fis a successful merchant, shippino goods from

England, Gillespie at the time of his marriage invested money in a

ilaroe plot of land in St. Andrew’s Street where he built his family

mansion 1n 1843, Gillespie, as a leadino social organizer promoting
toaetherness within the seocial circle, arranged for the first Mavor’'s
Sopiree to ke held in his impressive nouse during 18485, as mentioaned

before. 0Over 2 houndred guests wers invited., ==

John Hunt, who married Emma Leuchzars in 1854, and his sister,

Elizabeth, who married Henry James Leuchars (father nof J.W.

= hiata! Sovertis
rateanlis valiue of the b
1230471927 Deceased Es o g
= i :
share in B, Acutit & Spn= lastecd t1ll his death 1n 1927,
=y

ettlers, vol.4, pp.99—100,

=3 NGiE: Su

colement, voloXXXIII, no.l27Z2, 8 March 1881:
Valuation Rl of
(

1
_ 7 Victoria County 1877, pp.B7—-114. Noatal was divided
into & Lounties ietermaritzburg, Durban, Victoria. Umvoti, Weenen
Flip Riwver: and Divisions {(Inanda and Tuc=la) in 1854. Sée ibid.,
vol.Yl, no.zZ24, ZI May 1854, p.2ZB4: County Divisions. ,

¥

== Durban tocal History Museum: File 572133: S8t G 'Huah

Cillespie’.,
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t euchars), followed a similar pattern. One of John Hunt’'s two
daunhters, Jessie, married Andrew Hepburn =% and a strang business

alliance in timber was forged by the Hunt, teuchars and Hepburn

families.
Capital accumulation resulitegd from thiz family tie. Corsolidated
wealth in total rateable property (land and buildings) of the Hunt,

teuchars and Hepburn Co. in Smith and West Streets alaone was wvalued

....

2
T
o+

at £iZ 120 during 18%5. 22 EBeing in the right business at the ri

]

[
3
¥
m

time, and joining hands, enabied more propetrty to be added in
Streset to the Smith Etrest properties they also owned. Total

"steable properiy walue was recorded at £47 570 by 19209,

-

Lexchare’ son, J.W. Leuchars (married tao Emilwv., born Searle) =& and
andrew Hepburn in 1707 also together held a separate company in Smifn

Street witn total rateable praperty wvalued at £5 400 and property in

11

Fisher Street valued st £450.57 Furthermere, iLeuchars and Hepburn
at this stage alsoc formed a businesz alliance with the
w2lli—-established family of C.5. Smith, and the new company ' total

rateable property in Emith Street was valued at fi0 100 in 1905, =a

In his will (12270}, with a tatal amount left in the estate of

= i beceased Estatz of John Bunt,
41 Don Africans Maseum, B 920: W, Percv Williame: Hiography ~John
t - . - - - '

== Ibic.: Supplement, 10 Seotember 190%: Yaluation Eoll. 1909
=& ) E (== =y R ¥t ™ Py

MSCE 35&5/1720: Deceacsed Estate of J. W, Legchars, 19Z20.
=7 i Do o -

Matal advertizer: Supplement, 10 September 1909: Valuation

Roll, 1202,

=a Ibid.
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£7i& 078 1%s. 4d., Leuchars appointed family associates such as

S|

Andrew Hepburn, Wilfrid Leuchars, Genrge Leuchars and B.J. Browne as

Evecutors.=*%

A.W. Evans (married %o Mary Wall, born Fletcher) %together with Lhe
Johpn Millar family (married to Ellen, born ayresi. formed anoither

mutusally supportive alliance and they jointly leased property fraom
the Durban Town Council in Block Z (Fart of 11} situated in Ward 4
1654.2© Evans and the Richard Vause family leased property togesther

in Block Z (Erf ho. 1t and iZ} from the Durban Town Council in

1847 .41 Evanzs and Churchill leased land from the Town Conncil in

Biock 5 (Fart of 1) in HWard I and, tagether, as a company, land in
BElock T (Fart of 2: wvaluad at fBEC: in 1BLE — all lecated in the

central town arez af Durban.®® As early as July 18%4 the latt=-
arouping advertised that they had opened a branch of their tradine
store in Fistermaritzburg. *=* The partnership was discontinued in

the 1B&60s and Evans was soon trading under his own company name as

"Evans & Co.’ in Durban. with his two sons (Rucert Winter and

in

T ime

Augustus Fletcher! and Frederick Giessn. #9 His ownership aof Erf 5
Block B and Remainder of Erf 4 Bleck B was sold to the Natal
Government after his death in December 1B74 (ftranzsfer date 1 Soriil
187&).

== MSTE S54£5/1320: Deceazad Estate of J.W. Leuchars 192 Ha
died 3t the pburban Clubh ano was zurvived by his 2 children

o nj a4 Maprittgys O i - ; N . .

Ea:al Mercury: Supplement, 2T November 1854: Waluation |.ist

for Durban Borouoh, 1854,

«3 Ibid., %27 December 1B6Z.

oz ibid., 13 February 18&8.
% 1bid., 19 July 1854,

Spencer, British Settlers, vol.&, pp.5S0-5: The Matal
Mercury: Supplement. 17 Novaember and 17 Doaramboe 1050
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vans aiso owned property at various times in Durban, VYictoria,

n

m

Figtermaritzburg, Klip River and Alexander Counties, He was surwviwvsd
bv his wife and three children. Evans Roacd in burban takes its name
from the Evans family.®= Many other business connections were 1in
existence within this elite stratum. John Millar, at first trading
in liguor under his own company name {(as recorded in the iocal
newspaper in 1854) ,%% had joined hands with Gillespie by 18537 and
formed a similar company. Theilr asdvertisements often appeared in the
Durban local newspaper during 1857.%7 The second soci1al ball in
Durban s history was held 1n June 1B53 on Millar’'s premises which
weres decorated to create the itllusion of a "'noble drawing-—troom in
some stat=aly hall of England’.*® The names of Gillespie, Goodricke,
McArthor, Snell and their wives were recorded among many other
dignitarises.=® By 1B8BC John Millar was again trading under his own
company name as 2 Wine and Spirit Merchant.”® In his will, Millar.
who died in 18%4, left everyihing to his wife.?® 4t this crucial
stage of Durban’'s early history, these respected leaders performed a

necassary funcition in Durban society by holding the social structure

= Spencer, EBritish Settlers. vol.4, o. S3.
“ Watal Hercury, I May 1B94: Russ=il, Oid Durban. po.?E4-5.
Th= company also acted as aaents of the "lmperial Fire lnsurance

Company.

i MNatal rercury,
oresumably terminated so hol
: ¥t inz SO ohol
for sais under his own na
Sectember, 1 Dctaober. 27
=¥ =1 b g 1 .
Oid Durban, po.l&7~%, The first social ba wWas

alven at his

11
Hiven o = nce by H. 3. Hellor., the Rasident Magistrate,
intfiatirn the

iret of & series of =ocisi functions,

3

m e
-5 N

P

v 8

]

MNatai Mercurwy, & March 1880,

ke MSCE 4102/1B%94: Doceacsed Estato af Jokn M:i1]a. 1004



S
The social neitwork among prominent British familie=s was further
strengthened when thirty-nine traders got ftoaether and gstapl:shed in
1854 the Matal Chamber aof Commerce which was to concern itself with
their economic weifare. The latier bacame incorporated under MNatal
Law Tt of 1884 and changed its name to the present one cf Durban
Chamber aof Commerce.”® ¥, Millar was one of the birectors, togstner
with J. Sanderson, Richard Harwin and William Smerdon. A.W. Evans
became Chalrman (& pesition he held t111 1B3%2 and again in 1874},
E.F. Lamport was Yice—Chailrman, G.H. Wirsing, Treasurer, and Richard
Yause Honerary Secretary (and Chairman between 186&4-18B46) . 7=

William Arbuckle junior was recorded as one of the Directors in tnhe

fatal Almapnac. Directory and Yearly Register aof 18B0.72 J.W.

Leuchars became Yice-Chairman and Treasurer during 1890.7% This
leading fimancial :instifution. which often elected Councilicsrs from
these families as Uommittee members, consequently ‘became a strono

factor in determining cclonial legislation .7% Altocesner four

mn

Mayors (A.H. Evans, D.W. breenacre, J.W. Stranack and George

aynel,

wereg 2lected 2= Chairmen af the2 Durban Chamber of Commerce agring

Llv Mews: Supplement: 100 Years of Th= Dailv Hews
12781978 , 5 Janoary 1978. '

7= Russell, 0ld Durpan, op.Z2E84-5. See Natal Almanac, Directo
and Yearly Regicter, 1865: Commercial Directary Putsds

va Blatal almensc. Directory and Yearly Recister, 1860, p.244.

7= Ibid., 1(8%90. p.482.

7+ Russell, §ld Durban, pp.Z84-5,

ke Jonn Mclntwre, ‘From Settlement o City: a Stary aof Civic

2]
Frogress and Development ', in &llister MacMillan (ed.}), Durban Facst
and Fresent (Durban: William Brown and Davis, 1934), pp. 1634
a recorded list of Chairmen. . , ) :

aives
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J.0. RBallance and Letchford were two other businessmen
tradino in liguor who advertised together in the local newspaper
dutring 1PBO.7® The John Goodliffe and J.D. Ballance partnership”®
{the latter presumably a relation to H.C. Ballance}, ‘advanced thei
own self—interest ®2° by holding together total rateable praoperty
valued at £4 22¢ in Block L (Lot 7} and Block T (Lot 1} by 1877,
J.D. Ballance himself owned property in Block B (Lot &) which was
valuysd at £2 362 105,982 Jéintly, Ballance and Goodliffe also
headed Marine Assurance Agencies in Cape Town and Grabhamstown.®=
Howevear, the immovable propertvy ownedg by J.D. Ballance +or business

nd that in Sprinefiesld Road, including his house "Rosella’, passed

T

from his posses=ion when he died a widower and pennilsss in 1910

]

was by then praciticallyv depend=2nt on relations (ftwo dauahters and ¢

zgns from h:i:s marriscs to Rosa in England: ., e=

ot

Edward Snell, apart from leasing land from the Durban Town Council
Block D (Fart of T and 4 and 20 and Zi) in Ward I and EBlogck £ (Fart

of 1, 18, and 20}, and Elock F {(Part of 4) in Ward 4, formed a

business ailiance with Alerander McArthur in 1855, Together thev

B NMatal Mercury, 18 February 1880,
i NEG, wol.dXIX, po. 1291, 13 Junse 1871, p.lbl:; Fartnership.
[=Fa)

Raletf, Interpersonal Communication: The Social Exchanas

Aooroach, po.9-1Z.

Lf
s
S0
‘0

== Matal Almanac. Directorv and Year Feaistar, 1980:
Lommercial Directory, p.T44,
ax SRE o smA—. - -
MSCE 2BE/247: Deceasad Estate of John Descarierssz Ballance
191u5 Inciusive: Letter dated 19 Avcust, 1910: Solicitor’s Clenman
= + = y
angé Mawvston to the Master of Supreme CDurt, Fietermaritzburn

s
H

He

WO

in

=
=
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leased land in Block E (Fart of 20) in Ward 4.8 By 1BT77 mosht o
Snell s property heldinos in freehold were concentrated in Ward
{Block 0! and Ward 4 (Block E)} and to a lesser extent in Ward 1
(Blmck H and ¥, with a total rateable valus of f£4 220 18s. 10d.RS
In Ward T and 4 Snell built up a successful liguor business which he
disposed of %2 his nephew, Ivan Edward Snell by 1880, prior to his
returning to London. The nephe2w married "in’, to Louisa Constance

Arutt, daughter of Ernest bLeslie Acutt.®® The business still

thrives o this davy.

In 1871, William Field, married to Martha (born Hnderson:, kept the

business in the family when he took his nephew, A.F. Field, intc i-e

p=t)

merchant business he had set up in West Street during 1B&I.987 T

o
[RAl
-]
iy
=
ta
oot

iliiam Field had also farmed a businez=s alliance with the
prominent Randles family; together thev owned proparty valued af
£1 440 in Elaock F (Lot 143.98 William Field and Edwarcd Snell were
two of the original subscribersz of Capital Stock, which preceded the

formation of the batal Eank in 1854, e%

Sy Matsl Mercury: Sucplement, 25 November 1854 and 27 December
tEsZ. Alsxander McArthur was also Manager of the MNatal Railwas
Lompany. See NEG, vol.XX, no.l1099, ZE Januar, 1868, o.Z3%: HNot: =k
Half Yearilwy Meeting o7 Matal Fzilway Comoany.

2= 4 ) - —

Ibid Supplement., vol.Xf¥II1I1, no.l1B7Z, 8 March 1i861i:
2luation Roll of Burban Borough, 1877, pp. 1&2-34,
a y + Y -~ i i 3
- Twentioth Century imoressions of Matal, pp.314-15: MSLE
133571509 Deceacsed Estate pf E. EBrell (lunicr:, 12Z%
a7 [ - -3 i ¥ e 1 & ;
spencar, British Settlers, vol. &, pp.124-6.

29 MEZ: Suppolement, vol.ZXAIIT, no. 1972, 8 March 1281:
Valuation Roll of Durban Boroooh. 1877, Pp.1&2-8B4; Spencer. EBritizh
[= P O N 5 —a ek . - =l = skaz
ELTisrs. vol.é, op.lif-¢, mentions that Field seems ta have left
Natzal round about this time, o

i MEE: Suoplement, voi. VI, no.S5, 24 October 10852. p.T05: For
lrcorporating tha Natal Bank. ‘ _
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A photograph taken in the late 1860

of The Mercury's third home which wus

in West Street at the corner of
Mercury Lane. Adam's bookshop,
founded in 1865 by Francis Adams,
occupied the front ¢ground floor.

Phote. (Copyright: Local History
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Richarg Vause imarried to Mathilda Park}!, smigrated to MNatal in 183=:,

and built up 2 social contact with tne wall-known Robinson fTamiiw.

He became manager cof a store in 1597. During the nexi Tew wesrs he

L

was appaintasd secratary of the hNatal Fire Insurance and Trust Compoany
and auditor of the Commercial and Aoriceltural Bank. Ir 1862 he was .
directcor of the Natal FRailwav Dompany, Chairman of the Marine
Insurance and Trust Company of Matal, as well as a member of the
#atal Committee of the Natal Land and Colorization Companvy™®,

b

inesz experience which stood him in good stead when he went into

1

partrership with Johs Robinson, son of George Robinsoan (one of the

|,._|

|."1"

founders of the Natal Mercury), and bought the newspaper. Tne

partnership with Johrn Eeobinson was annouvnced 1n the pNatal Mercurwv., 5

1860, Terry Wilks in For the Love of Natal.®* emphasized

that this business combinsfion between the two families proved highly

successtul.  The hMatal Mercury was herebv placed amono the togp South

ATrican newspapers ‘and one of the most influential colonial journals

=t ed

in the British Eapire. ' ®2 This successful partnership, which la
twenty—-siv vears, was continued after Richard Yause s desth bv one of
his four sons. It was disseclwved in 19G1 on William John Vaonse's

retirement, when the holding of the newspaper was reconstituted into

2 Company.”<
s Natal Almanac. Directory end Yearliv Register. 1iB45:

nmmﬂ"c1al Directory, op.39-4607 S.T.W. Haves, 'Richard VYause . in
Dictignary oFf South Hfri::n BlD aphv, 4, p.?EE: Dion éfrlcanalﬁuseum,
FLoRE0r Richard Vause. In M=mar'am 3t his f”npfal ragrinted from the
Natal Mercury., Z0 August 188646, Vause was survived D\ hig 531
children, He was alsoc ane of Directors of the Matal Banbk whan it
opered in 1854. See NGE: Sunplement, wol.Yl, Ao.2EL. 2 Mav 1854

G-281: Matal Eank.

<1

Terry Wilks, For the Lowve of hMatal: The Life and Times of

The Matal Mercury 1BSZ-:i1S77 (Finet - B : — =

ppR.36—7C = i/ irinetown: Robinson % Hewitt, 1977},
TG, 47,

7= Ibid., op.3&=7, 44, 47, 4%-50, 49,

7= Ibid., p.6%.
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Matal Bank at the corner of Cardiner and West Street.

Phote (Copyright: Local History Museum).
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Togethner Robinzon and Vause also owned land in Biock G (Lot 11r and
Biock 7 on the Beraez to the total rateabie value of £2040 precorded

“—

during 1g77.°4

Gtner individual family fortunes were amassed when the Zato brothers,
Georoe Christopher Cato (married to Eiizabeth Griffin} and Jossph

Cato, leased land together in Block W {(Erf Nos. 1 and 2} in Warg ¢ in
1SS, This was apart from George Cato’'s owning and leasing from the
Durban Town Council in the same year of prime holding sites in Bloghk

M o {Erf No 1 and 2 more or less opposite the present City Hail, as

well a2z property in Elock L (Erf 1, 1 and 8) and Black K {Epf¥

o
-
»

m
b
1
it
(W

4. 14, 13 and 14} and in the Foint area. %5 By i8&8 Cato’'s fre

n
4t
i
-
n
ot

properties in Block M, M and L in Durban s central business di
werae valoed at £4 440, Erf bt o1n Block L alone was valued at £1 T&0
in 1B&E. which land Cato leased ta the Natal Bank,¥+ Durban’'s first

lzading banking institution. He himself became the bank ‘s first

Mmanager. (William Hartley's lesser freshald shars in Erf 2. was= szlso
partly occupied by th= bank and worth £255.!%7 Ferhaps Cato’'s

dd HGE: Supplement, wol.XX¥ITI, no. 18372, B March 1SZti:
Valuation Roll of the Durban Borough, 1E77. po.liaz2—84,

o Matal Fercury, v 1885: VYalvation List. See

v 2ld Dwrban, and 8&.

il MEG: Supplement, wol.VI, no. 281, 2 Mav B4, o.ZEil: MNatal
Bank. The Natal Bank wﬂﬁ EFchllthd 1% April 18354 with F. Ferreiras
and B.C. Cato as Trustees. G.C. Catn ans J.F. Fants were also the
first Agents in Durban for the Natal Fi Ass st Co
established 11 4ppril 1849, Se= ibid = B

o - P L
4 b F =t Company, agear
M i

Matsil Herocury. 13 February i1B&B: Yaluatian List., George
d about £l 400 worth of Natal Banlk shares at his death in
See MELE E/188: Deceased Estate of George Cato, 18%4. Cato
& Manager of the Colonial Bank of WNatal. SEes NBG. vol. XX, no.
March 124B, g.59. o
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bigouest azset was his Cato Manar Estate in Durban County, wvalued at
£f74 248 1Z=. Bd. by 1BB87°9 and at £330 QO0CG bv 1B%4.%% His Smith
Street erf was valued at about £3 230, his Linwood Villa at £2 Z00,
and the farm Honino Frantz  adjoining "UJitkomst® and "Doorn Ruo’ a2t

Cato Ridoe, wortn abount £4 300, Cato passed away 1n 1BZZ and was

survived by higs thres children, 1°°

william Hartley, who married Iezkella Frisciila Hughes at Leeds in
1845 103, formed a business alliance with Thomas Handley, who ocwned

a recail business 1n the grocer:. line in Durban and Fistermaritzburg
in the i850¢s. Frofiting from black pepper which had been saveo from
the cargo aof the wrecked "Aricsto’ (1343, Hartlev next ctarted uo as
2 soft goods merchant and later opened, as praprietor, the Durbar
Bant in 1B47.1°92 Hartlew invesied in property in Victoria and

Durban County and in the Durban Borouoh. The total ratesnle walue oo
f7is properties by 1877 was recorded to nave been £17 S47 17<.

6d.1°F His ‘Overport Estate’1©4 wag nighly rated as a reflection

of hizs weaith.

o March 1B831i:

a

e Ibid.: Supplem=nt, vol.X¥XIII. no.1872
aluatieon Foll of Durban County, 1877, pp.l&2-54

g oF

LF

£

9o o o — 1 = i

MECE B/108: Decmased E=tate of Geprge Cato. 18594,
100 Ibid.; Spencer, EBritish Settlers. vol. 4, pp.55-9
1 o1

102 =] k! e - . I "
7 Moo, vol.x®¥Il, ac 4E=2., 18 hMovember =262y pD.424: Durboz

o X .
Barftk .

10X — — F 7
Cals . iement, Sl ER2ITIL, noO.LEB72, B March 1881:
s T x =3 77
_:_:a_uan ol E ictoria Countw, 1B77. BD.B7-114; Durban County,
1577, PR\ L 20=2Z2: Durbsan Borouch, 1877. pp.1&47-B4

1 Of

I Y= = ige+ T ' i j :
. _Exertgn, William Rartisy’', in Dictionary of South African
T-m; aphwv, Z. p.Z72. For a detailed description of the houce. see
John Robinson (ed.}, Wotes on Natal: &n Old Colonists® EBogk for New
SR N on_ - : ists . =
z2ttlers (Durban: Robinson & Co., 187Z2:, pp.126-%,
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Po social histary of colonial Durban is romplete without mentioning
the wealthiest of all the Mayarsz, namely Fenjamin Greenatre and his
familv. Benjamin Greenacre married the daughter of the Reverend
Ralph Stott, a Wesleyan minisier, and with his wife and children was
associated with practically all Durban’s institutions worthy of
S=UppRart. Greanacre emerged as ancther areat leader in the zocial
orgzanization of the community. His own life story provided a
practical demonstration af an individual who believed in

self-improvement. BGBreesnacre began work as an errand boy for Hichard

Harwin aftier he came to Natal in iBS46. He started climbing the

m
it
=l
m

ladder of success when he, in conjunction with T. Harvey of the

-
g
m
i
A1)
s

firm, acouired the businssz in 1860, Harvey and Greesnacre the
trading as Harvey. Greenacre and Company. From these small
beginninozs the business prospered until by the end of the nineteenth
cerntury it was Matal’'s leading commercial house with branches in
other parts of South Africa, 211 of which earned Greenacre the
nickname of 'Retail Fripce’ .1°% Head offices were estasbiished in
Purban at Z2Z% and 427 West Street and 4Ci and 47 Smith Street, with
branches in places =such as Johannesbura, Erueersdarp, Dundee,
MawCcastie, Ladwsmith, Yryheid and keokstad. *©¢ Dther prime sites
acouired by Breenacrs were I50 and 56 West Streeset and 241 and 257
Miusorave Road, apart from smalisr sites in Currie. Venice and Lambert

g . I3 - : - . N -
Road= or the Berea. Greenacra’'s Wwealth in total trateabls oronerty

valus during 1902 was =

4
|

t £79 44G,1©97  Thg value of fotsal

ftimated

n

]

immovabls property in the Sreenacre
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: ; The dMatal Who's Who, £.7%;
SV BTN tignar 5 . i
ton. lonary of South Afric

il, Z
Benliamin Bresnacre’ . in an

1oe Ibid.
1 i . - : b - .
e Natal Adverticssr: Supplement, 10 September 1909 and 5



1211,198 |Jalter Greenacre and his two bhrothers (Edwin and Arthur)
acted as Trustess to the Estate. Benjamin Greenacre’'s wife and all
five children derived a handsome arnnual inceme from the Trust Estate,
whereas a helping hand was also extended to charitable organizations
in the form of contributions. 9% Walter Greenacre moved into the
family residence, Caister House in Musgrave Road, affter his mother =
deatth. His davghter, Agnes Madge, inhesrited the house and twentw

_—

acres af land in Kloof when he died in 1932, Each of Walter’'=s four
children also received 0 000 shares in Harvey, Greenacre and
Company. The rest of the shares went fo charitable institutions as

crdered by his father’'s will.?*1¢ Walter’'s wife, Catherine Qgnes,

dauchter of Archibald Campbell, whg had a business slliance with ths
merchant firm of Farker, Wood and Company, also left Walter a2 sum of

17 G722 1Bs. 1ild. in her sstate in 1924.131

George Favne, who worked for Benjamin Greenacre for a number of
years, alsc exhibited determination tc succeed in business:; he and
Nis brother John together opened Messrs Fayvne Brothers, a clothing

and outfitting establishment, early in 1870 in West Street.112 They

108 MSCE 417207 D . The=
total amount of his wort tus
cash found in the estate B. nmovab le
oroperiy not only in zentral Durban and the Barea suburb, but alsc,
2t the time of his death ir 1211, in cenzral Fietermaritzburg,

mith, Dundee, Yrvheid, Richmond, Mewcaztle. Umvati and ™
p :

O Tty

B £17207: Decesszen Estate of B.J. Groenacee, 1911,

1o MECE 1B554/19T2: Decesased Exztate of Walter Greeracra. 1935

111 MECE 11725/1925r Deceassd Estate of Cathearine Aunes

2, in Dictionary of South efrican
! Who's Who, p.79; Rucsell:, Oid

British Settlement of Natal, o.335.
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the busine=s to other centre=z such as Harrizmith anc

11}

N

™

]

9

L
I
12

Eretoria, and later to Johannesburg. The brothers alsoc opened an
agffice in Lorndon in 1877 and personally sslected their goods 1n
Enoland. This marketing arrangement meant that George Favne
virtually ftook control of the South African business, especisliv in
Burban, while John Favne dsvoied his time and energy to kthe London
office. By 1895 the two brothers decided by mutual consent to oo
Their sepcarate . ways. Geotrae Fayne then became the sole owner of
Fayne Brothers. His two 2ldest sens, Harold and Arthur, who had
joined their father’'s business by 189G, were both actively associated
with the firm for over fifty years. This father and sons team manacgsd

the business together until 1910 when George Fayne passed awav. The

firm was converied in 1911 to 2 shareholding company with the two
sons being apecointed as life directors. Payne’'s will appointed nis

wife, Rhoda Mary Ann, born Cowsy (also from a prominent British

=

1

ttier family after which Cowewx Road in Durban is named), a= Trustee

and Guardian. The amount of £159 B%94 19=s. 1d. was left in his

estata. The property on which the business stood was leased to his
sons at a rental egual to SX of the wvalue of the property in auastion
as fired in the current Valustion Roil of the Durban Borouch, $31=

Ancther brothers’ allisanca was th

A1

t of Felix Hollander, who together

with his brother formed the firm Holiander Brothers, jsweliierz and
impart merchants of jewallisry, They owned Hoilanders' Boilgieq in

Ly, which had 2 total ratsapis wa

b=

=

13

¥

ufl

5 100 oy

1f3 ISLE 40/50: Decessed Estate of Cearge Fayne, 191g;
Leverton. ’'bearge Fayne ', in Dicticnary of South African Eiécfanhv.
Is 0R.ET7-8; Natal Mercury, {0 Aprii i59%; Daily Mews, 14 and 15
March 1940, Georgs Fayne was also Chairman of the Durban Chamber of
Commerce in 1B%3, and at irtarvals between 1B99-1200,
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1655 .114  Hallander came from Birmingham and was the grandson of a

noted English rabbi.?*s Holliander thuz had a2 dual backeround. He
married a gentile, Ethel May Watson, davghter of James Watzon, who

Ty

4
1]
1o

b

It}

n
"
"
[

belonged to one of Natal'= older caolonist famil a m

o

]
mn

connectinn which might have been useful in his =lection
Covrmzillor.
Thomaz Auoustus O'Flaherty from Ireland was married "in’, to

Elizabeth €llincton Beningfisld, in 1877. Har father, Samuel

i

Beningtield, was one af Durban’'s leading auctioneers, a law agent ang

horticulturist, 2z well as a founder member of the Durban Race Ciub.

T

He musi have impartsed some of hiz business acumen %o his dauchier,
who owned a2 brickmaking business at Umbilo by 18%1. The marriage

made it possiole for §0°'Flaherty to become a sharshoider.? 7,

Q'Flaherty was recorded in the Matal Alemanzsc. Directoryv and Yearly

Register 188% as Bank Manager of the WNatal Bank in Durban.11e

asnczillor and =

M

O°'Flahertv'=s= election ta the Durban Town Council as

n

Mayor in 1EE7**% was presumably influenced aot only by his

A

o
bl

accupaticn, but aisc bv his father—in-lawn's

n
8]
n
-
1
i
n
ot
u
:}I
I
—
|
[t}
i1}
2
v

e aranold Miller, The Jewish Community in
Lage and Transvaal Frinters, 19851, p.2B-7: Busiav Saron and
" n : Skl =1, 4 e F B : s
i Th 1n South Africa (Caps Town: Oxforg Univerciby
i5 40, T4& and I49.

il v MSLE LZ&98/1947: LDeceassd Ectzie of Ethel Mavw, born Watson.
1957 The kNatal Who's #ho. o.47.
11z Spencer, EBriti=h Settiers, vol.Z, p.&B,
119 + - . e Do o ' . R
Matal Almanac., Directnory ANG_Yearly Register, 1885,

Lurban Institutions.

Matgl HEFCurg’ B ﬁu@LEt 1887,
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membership of the Council between 1840 and 1B&E,1=C

John MNicol came to Burban in IB41. & carpenter by trade, he followed

his calliing for seven yesatrs in burban before he launched out on his

3

oan account, first as a builder, and then as a timber merchant. =2

Micol, in partnership with his =zon 1in the firm Micol and Nicol, owned
business property in Smith Streset rated at £16 460 and at 94
Commercial Road, valued at £20 300 by 1909, thus consolidating their
wealth. In addition %tp these, they also owned properties of leass

wvalie 1n Lsopold, Victoria, Albert and Queen Streets, as well as

rezidentisl properties in Musgrave, Mansfield and Currie FRoads. ==
The amount left in Nicol’'s Estate at his death in 19290 wa=z £27 OS50

d
o<

n
™~

d_ 12X

Robert Jameson found employment with the firm of William Falmer anpd
Blackwood to g2in a foocthold in his new environment when ke landed in
Durban in 1854, Later he formed Jamesocn and Company and established
himself 2= a jam manufacturer, advertising =tock in the lorcal

Newspaper, **4 Hic firm in Union Street had a totzl rateablie wvalue

of £E8F0 by 18%5.1'2% Jameson married Catherine Walton in Dorban.

1=o Losncee, British Seitlers, wol.2, p.ag.

1=1 Twentieth Centurv Imoressions of Matal. p.a34,

- L1 A . = . -

1=z Matal Advertiser: Supplemant, 10 September 1907, Tha tot=zi
rateable value of property came to £35 BBC during 1905,

Ln

it
e
LI ]
o
] )
=i
—
w

Matal Mercuorswv,

== Matal Advergizer: Supplement, 8 Octobar 1894,




24
His estate at the time of his death in 171%, was valued at £4 454

i1 Sa.1=2e William Falmer’'s firm William Falmer and Sam in Smith

n

Street served as Accountants, Trustees, Secretaries and Agents. 127
wWilliam Falmer himself formed & business alliance in the early davs
with Robert Raw and l2ased property in Block kE (Erf & a2nd E (Erf 7.
from the Durban Town Council with a rateable wvalue of £Z7 - 183535, ==

An alliance was alsao established with Benjamin Greenacre and Williiam
J. Chaoman by 19209, corncerning total rateable property in Mercury

Lane valued a2t f&6£&0.1=% Falmer s estate was valued at

0

£33 TET7 %z Zd 3t the time of nis deat

o
=0

28,130

-

in i

Ll

Joseph Ellis Brown, arried to Kate Elizabeth EBErown., enganesd in the

coffes businre

n
1]
]
]
pa
]
T
[}
)
-
n
1M
8]
3
-
3
i)

o Durban in 1877, and founded =

their guidance as managing directors, the business grew and had to be

moved to bigger premises in West Strest in 12032, J.E. Brown s

+
0
ot
W
pus

ER [

retaable prorasty in Cathedral Road (Block EY 2nd 57 Albert Strect

1= SCE ZTO7&/1%1%9: Deceassd
His five sons and three dauohtsrs
Estates.

Who, p.

Loan an

s he
L.
L0100
1ze HMercisswy -4 i
== Matal Advertiser: Suppo
13=e MSCE 13394£/1928: Deceased Estate of William Faimer. 1528
Falmer '= thres soanse and +wo dauchters are mentioned. but nat;his
¥ = =Tl 1 T [ 3 - ' i
oredecz=ased wife. Lucw Fanny Falmer, who becusathed svervithing in her
last will ta her dear frigno o s ; L
b W1 ! = Sea LI z F ence Marie Farsons.
—ee MILE S7T4£/1920: Dec=sased

nny Falmer, 1920,
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{ L as wvalwued at £3 098 1n 190Q,.1=1 Hig estate at the tims

m
b

loc

his death in 1919 was wvalued at £78 443 19 3d.1==2 William Emery

Fobarts, much respected by evervone in his professicn as encings=r 26
architect. must have also gained ceredibility by his marrizcs fo

Eiizabeth Ward Fovall, who cams from well-known garly British seit
= humble beginaings. invalving ownership in Cotton Co. s
Lands, Mount Morelard., irn Victoria County, valued at £40 during

1ETY 133 amd lang leassd from the Durban Town Council 1in BEiock b

in (884, =29 were to grow to ownership of
propertles in Yictoaria Street, Florida, Musgrave and Umgeni Reads,

hared wmith

n

valuad at £4 70 by 1894, == Froperty ownership was
E.L. Acuitt i1n Russell Street, Block C {(iot 76). Block B (Lot i3 & and
B} and Block £ (Ersktina Terrace) by 18%9%. Froperties acauired by

kobarts at 77 First Avenue Lot 1i2), Block A

Bicck &, and Lot M and Remainder of Lot N, Farm Chatswerth in D

-

County togethsr with iot 2 of Block E, Farm Hatton in Finetown,

m
o+
b}
=t
u
ot

contributed to th worth of hiz immowvable praperty heing Z12

{

40 by 1911, when his wife was appointed as Evecutor of hisz wili. 1=a

Pztal Mercurv: Suppiement, 22 Mawv 1934
5 : bevarton ‘Joseph Ellis Brown', im Dict
cfrican Ziography, 3, po.ll2-3: Natal Advertises
Septamber 1703,

‘== NBE: :Hcplement, val.¥X¥i1
o i

1=a Matal Mercurv, 26 December 1BB4: Yaluation Foll.

== hMatal Advertiser: Supplement. B Qctober 18%&: Valuation
Roll.

134 ibid.: Supplement, Z4 October 1899 ang 10 September 1909;
MSCE 12/4: Eeceased Esta+ﬁ of William Robarts, 1903, Hiz total

R T B N
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Eichard Webber Tvzack who arrived 1in

Louvisa, and children as a tailor in a

{BElock k., Erf 14). The property

Council, =nd had a value =f £14

1]

Covrcillor from IBGLD and as Mavor in

1677138 hg had acguired Lot 3

(nlY

the samz praperity amounted
P ¥

TRy
-

£1 =17 4t his

144

to his wife and 7

Eawmard FPickering, married o Charlotte
bookkesper and

—_
=

ensicr tg the value of

il

1y

eiected as Mavaor again from 1882

1B5:
t

l=2ased from

18&&,
in Blaerck L
to the tmatal

1895 anly properiy worth f£1

to 18BZ,

-

=

Lt

had to =zuppert hiszs wife,

ent set up in Union Strest

the bBurban Town
LAFF Tyzach,

servinog as

ot

gained more wealth

2
I

o

th
T
=

worth £l 050,

rm
L

rateaple value of

1320

x
w
]
o
ot

1]

cstarted his career a2

n

32

Ada,

first

i=

'

time from 1573 + 4.

[w}

in progperty 1n the roint Foad

10g, 141

Mot only was he

but also prospered, wiith

property ownership amounting Yo the value of £3 410 by 1B9E 142 apnd

toc £7 200 by 190%,.19=

William Arbuckle junior (who emigrated to Natal with his parents,
did not inherift from William &rbuckle senios. The latier disd in
140 MECE S/242%: Deceased Estata of Fichars Webhar Tvzack,

1893, His wife, Louis=a, disd in i899,
14 1 - A v
1 NEZ: Suoplement, wol,XxX¥117, no. 1872, B HMarch 1881i:
Yaluation Roll of Durbsn Borough., 1877, op. 14Z2-84
1a= Matal Advertiser: Supolemert, B Octobher 1894
i4x M3 PR =
Inid.: Supplement. 10 September 1909: MSCE 16B37/1931:
LDeceasad Eskate of Edward Aenry Pickering, 1931, He died st his
house at & Edmonds Road in Durpan, and was survived b Ris Tive SOons
) . = T 1

-
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scaond wifs

n

{854 and lett all his valuable immovable proparty to his
and twe other =ans, Robert and Alexander, brothers to Wilizam

Grpucrkle junior.'®4 William junior, however, who married Henrisetts

'D

Shire, manaaosd to build up a retail and grocery concern,
Lnder the name of Arbuckle Company *45 in Bleck G (Lot 7 and B!

with a total rateables value by 1877 of £3 &Z0. 4=

—

John Rirhardeson Goodricke. the family breadwinner, was a qua ad
lawyer who, shorily after coming to Natal in 1849, was admitted as a
notary public in Durban. He alsec became director of many public
busine=ses., Th= total rateable valus of his properties in Beach
Erove and Smith Street amounted to £18 &40 by 18%4 and to fz4 7350 hy
15932, which he l=fft in his estate to his wife, Charioftie Duncan

iMavaond), two sons and four dauwghiers, 14”

Leagership gualities wvaried as did skills. All thirtv-five MHMayors

ome must

L

were not saually wealtthy; not all owned big oroperties and
have found 1t more profitable to lease land from the Durban Town

Council. H.w., Currie (married to Sarah Ann Ruadder:, who arrived in

% an enginaer, macninist

s

Durban in Janeary 1830, soon becames Enown

i
2
11

b

-

~2s==—founder, and became invelved in srection of susar-milie oo

and cown the Souvtn and Merih Coact,

Tactionars

Z: Sugplement, vol. XiXdITI, no, 1872, B March 1588i:
il of Durpcan Borougn, 1877, op. i162-84.

Dictionary of Bouth &fricap

2cted Mayor of the town in
ment, 8 Lctober 1B%s5:; MSCE
icke, 1298,




Q8
2t Umhianga (1857 and R.F. (Dick)! ¥King's mills at Isipince (18SB).
Currie acguired a fifty—-year lease from the Durban Town Council 1in
the eariy i2a&ls for Lots 12 ana 20 (Block B of the Towniands on the
Esrea, whete his cottage “Invicte’ was built on two acres aof land.

Curri= Road takes 1ts name from his family.14®

Bavery Finsent, who remained single, arrived in 1849, Ha
pnsuccesstully startsd ovt farming in Victoria County and soon
raturnad to his eariier prafescsion of being a lawyver. From leasing
property in Biock K {(Fart aof 1 and 137 with a ftotal rateable value of
insent progressed to owning land i1n freehcld in Block 1
(Eef 4) wzlued at £80 in 1BAB. e alsn became the owner of
progper-tiesz in Springfisld (Durban County) which amounted only Lo

£197 ZzZ=. Dd. bv 1B77. Finssnt gave much of his %Hime to cublic

n
]
3
k4
Frde
]
il
“+

0 th2 community, not only as a member of the Town Courncil,
but alsc as a philanthrogist, leading church member and

journalist. *4?

Charlie Henwood {not t9 be confused with Faul Hemwaod, also a

Councilleor who owned the business firm called Henwoods ip Diekan, oe

fames Clarence rHenwood or John W. Hernwoop), arrived in Durkap i

appoinisd 23S 2 Major 1n the M.M.R. (Matal Mounted Rifles - 2 coicnisl

N
L

a3 —

' = ] 2 Py rinsent , Lp
Diction =) n atrican EBiograpl Z a3} Witness, -4
June lbbo: Daily hNe 13 May 19744 i Mercury: Supplement, 23
Nowvember 1554 ano 13 February 1848; : Supplement, wvoi.X¥XIII,
noL 1872, B tarch i281: Yaluation Foll of Durban Borough. 1877.

0p. 14784, ' ‘
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luntesr unit) and was actively engaged during the whoie course =7

1

noio-Boer War, including the defence ot Ladysmith, Henwood

I

the
married ‘in’, to Eiiza Dorothea Downs who came from early british
settier stock and hacd three children, one of whom married "1n° to The
Fau! Henwoor family!. #His property in Lampbell Road, Elock C (Erf 20
=nd Z1), which amounted only ¥t2 £320 1n 1892, grew to £1i4 40T by the
1830

time of hi= death in 19ZEB.

Arthur Harvev, marrisd to Elizabeth Harvey (they had eight children;

-
m
o
)
il
e

and Mawvor in 186&, leased land from the Durban Town Council i

~

F {(Erf i5, 1&, 17, and 1B) which amounted ta the walue o7 £E

1648, He owned property anly in Block Z (Fart of &) and died

inte=ztate with his praoperty worth oniy £354 in 1B7Z.YS R.L,
Cunningnam, a Councillor for lard S a2nd Mawvor in 1827 and J.W.

Srranact {who becams Chairman of the Durban Chamber oY Commercs in

g

il

54!, also a Councillor for Ward 5 and Mayor from 1B8Z-1884, beth
leassd land in Block I on ths Eastern Vieil from the Durban Town

Council. Siranzsck did, hawevesr., z2parit from lezs:no land in EBlock Ae
(Erf 100 - perit cf Brickfieids}), recorded 1n VYalcvation rollis for 1E7

and 1BB4, alsao gwn freehaold lznd in Block F O(Erf gad to the value of

B yo =4
st 3
1530
racorded Charli Hen
idoe road and as an cwnsr of prooperity,
Afmd MSCE 4/1%: Intestate of Arthur Harvey, 1872,
March
Matal Jada

20 November 1BE27
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Jo=ian Jasper Hillier, Mayor fram 1887 to 1BB?. cames to Nazal only in

n 1B&L as

pie

ilizs, appointed

ol

[

1BE1 and was, because of his financial s
t

Jice—Chairman a2nd Treasourer of the Durban Chamber of Commerce. Soon

o

atterwards he represented Ward 4 a5 Councillar, =3

I»
of
W

N oearly

Tainments wera

[

er’'s priliiant =

Jomt
[
P

st2ge in his municipal career, Hil
alsec wtiiized in devising improvements to the then somewhart
unzatistactory financial methods prevalent in the Durban Town
Couvncil, Thanks tarocely o bhis effortcs the Municipal Conseolidates
Stock was cCreated, and a larae cverdrafit at the Standard Bank was
gaid off by 1889.*%* Hillier esrn=s further respect whern ne, after

relinguishing his businesss pursuits, embarked during 1B2¢ ugon the

profession of law a2t the age of fortyv-one z2ad was admit to the
Matal Bar in 1897, From hiz marrisge tg Jane Elizabeth Salt i

England f{prior o his coming to Matall, ftwo children were born, =1

in

P
41}
e
r
.
s
’
T
pa
—
—
-
m

» and Campany. wmas a2 father ang =0onR busincecss

—™

b}

nCce. Fr. 15 Marshail Hillier was his only son. 1SS

alii

s
i)

11

they rented an office for the firm on progertv bpelongcing to the fatal

Bank Ltd. wn West Street (Block F) during 1992, of which the total
ratveable value was £432 000,154 The rompany even had offices in
Fietermaritchorg.,

Tha urban economy of Durban, especizally in the laszt guarier of the
ninstsenth century (as mentinned in Chapter i:. sevolved jin le-co

155




i1
cart around the building of houses and the infrastructure of the
—itv, with a high level! of trading activity being concentrated in the
City-centre. In its organization the Zolonial economy in oeneral

glaced extrems emphasis on the formation and maintenance aof families,

3= was a2lso the caze in nther coclonial cities such as in

Evaluating the field of evperience of individuals belonaing %o this
political class should also incliude the significance cof inter—-racial
contact in th=ir occupational aciiwvities as business peoplz2, prior o

becoming Mavars. PEBeing lnvolved in ownership or leazing of property

-

and finarcial or legal conceras, they sup

1D

rienced only twoc basic

L

tyvpes af interrac:al social contact on the work front: that betwean

zaplover and emnsioyes; and that of patron and clisns. Such limiged

m
(i
1D
3
A
m
u}

=ocial mining would have besn the only field of ce broucht to

{1}

T

a2d %y in

m

the confaersnce table by these glect=d Havors, who

1l
[}
1]
e g
L]
3
A
1

the affairs of other racial groups who were totally uaregrezented.

Az Mavors they relied for advice on subordinate officsers. whose

%

repotis communicataed inter alisz the wants snd circumstancsE pf

unreprasanted croups. This than was

o
m
i
3
]
i}
]
-
m
)
m
o
D
J
m
]
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iecizions and te cnars interast
=no accentable to fthoze who elected them. Thev were ant necessarily

1=7 —F = 5 ey e e — . —- s : :
j Fztrici imshaw, Crris Mclonville, Eljlen McEwen., Familiss
1n Loionial L=ty {Australie: George Uawin, 1989). ED. wiv—v.

1= ' - .y
M.L.J. Charton, M.J. Ashley and H.W. vam der Merwe, ‘Locai
caveramant Elife in Sough Africa’, in H. L. Watts (ed.'. Focus on
Li%i=2s: Froceedings of a Confersnce (Turban: Univprgity af MNatal
8-1Z Julv 19681, pp.ZI9-48, -



1c4
imperialism and colonialism was the wvehicle bv which this modern

utrban culture was transferred to the fropical worlid. 4

The significance qf the port was that it linked the colonial city of

Durban with the mother country. With the development of railwayvs ths
citvy became arn important part of a larager urban svstem. “ne
o

discovery of diamonds in Grigqualand West and especially gold on
Mitwaters=rand in 1884 prompted the citv’s linkage to mining towns:

such that the city assumed commercial leadership in the econoamic

arowthn of MNatai. The export and bunker trade in Durban wag

1)}

devalaped, with the MNstal Government Railways becoming 2 larcs

consumsr of igfal coal from thz hithertno isclated northern districts

of Matal.™ A,.J. Chriztooher =tates:
The tramsformation of urban southern Africa was the result of
the digcovery of diamonds and agold, which in their turn oroucht

railway developmeant, other tyoes of minino, particulariy
coz2l, tne opening Qf Rhodesia, and the vast e:pansion af

coastal towns. &

Fing s descrioftion of colonial cities as ‘clobal pivots of chanoe’

[

has relevance to the colonial city of Durban. This change i=
reflected in its phvsical-spatial structure. Frior to the dizscover:

of gold, the urban setting was gssentially non-—incdusirial: the port

1
h

oW waz dominsated by merchant capital helid by shooleeoers

0.

Tragaers, as well as varlous stevedoring and shipping
a Tk - - n

Christopher, Southern Ofrics {(Folkostone, fhent:
1, P.l60, '




companigs. ¥ Nevertheles=z, Durban did experience ecanomic ocrowth in

erind, pensfitting from being the only major port betwsen East

wt
T
foie
n
gu|

iondon and Lourenco Margues and beling well situated con the route o
the East.® The White settlers were concentrated in fthe inner citw
== traders in clase preoximity to the harbour as menticnes in the

]

r=t chagter. Econaomic graowih is evident in The increasing trade

tnrouogh the port, valued at £31 in 1845, f4%3 000 in 1840 and at

f2.2 miliion in 1B8d. The North Coast was linked by rail to Durban

harbour, and sugar exports were valued in 1880 at £213 000G, a quarter
of the total value of Natal's exports.® This economic growino

the poprelation increased from

.

crovided more job opporiunities an

4 463 finciuding 2 S&7 Whites) in 18I to 14 208 (includine 7 452
Wnites) ip 1881,1'% when Durban became —ha third larpgest city in

il

: Durban s prafitaole roacqraiircad conrec-ion wito

i

il

=13

1
il
1]
1
poss
1
+

and and lints with coastal trade and warld =oa tradesin

|,..|

fostered the coionial citv's growth. The intermediary trading

function of Durban, wasz underliined in the phyvsical-spatial

ﬂ
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z Swanson, ‘'The Rise of Multi-Fa
Race Folicy 1in Sﬂuth Africa 1H~”—1Gf‘
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anviroament oy the growth of the town centre. This fozusea on the
Martet Square and ii= surrcunding commercial enterprises. The
concentratian af the central marketing area in the inner city

dependeg in turn on the port. D[Dependence on a hinterlanc ftrzoz was

[34]
-
u]
"

1
i}

s:multaneously demonsgirated by the existence of the railw
agricuitueral, as well as administrative gcentre of Matal,

Figtarmaritzburg.'® This connectiaon in 1823 of Natal’'s twa majior
centres, for maore effective bulk—Ccargo carrying purposes, waz a

Torerunner of the peginning of an sxtensive railwav development

linting the port with hinterland.
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Consclidation 9f th= caionial port citv’'s positian a
2 of Matal ' 'T 25 previousiy mentioned, came with the

discovery of gold on the Witwatersrand in 188& when extes

|
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<
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d=velopment linked Durban harbowr with the mining towns. Reiative

provimity to the industrial compiex of the Witwatersrand gave Duroan

~h

the advantacge in competition with the part city of Cape Town. This

Jomd
-
-

1s significantliv proven by the fact that the the raliwsy correction

tul

made with Johannesburg on 14 December 189%5 contributed £74% 707 to

the calenial revenue fTrom July 1895 to Juns 18956, The railwmsvs

ocnIriouting o nge less than 1 per cent of this amount. 4 The
thcrzasz 1n revenus stimulated major expansion oF the town and
3 Brunc HMar+tino . The comingc of the railway +n
in J. Laband and F. Haswell (edc:.
T4 OED - = e : c .
18h_ 1 2HE (Fietermaritzhuro: Universitv of Natai
1. 135-7.
= T.53.0. Fair, Durban ~ I%ts s Sprnere of Influence as a Renional

Capital ., in South atrican hngar=ﬁnvr41 Journal, Ti (1949) pp.20-2
—=ouraal, 3 s s U=

14 g .
3 H=in Hﬂyde"n_ﬂ:h, Rallwavy DF‘WF‘]_DP'}\;:I-‘{— in Matal in 1895 in
ues and Sellercs {eds), Enterorise and Eu loitation 1n a Victorian

iy = i = L cif |

5 i
Colany. pp.&=-3,
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rarbons withh a oredominance o iritish trade-share.?®® The Durban

m

copulaticon count at Union., of &% 165, %% made Durban nat only &h

most denz=elv populated town on the coastal belt. (many ware faundsd
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similar part city te Cape Town.?*®
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‘1t was onlwv the discovery of minsrals which was able to
transform ‘2 basically backward pastoral region inte a modern
industrial state, and their late discovery is the key to an
uncderstanding o2F the historical geocgraphy of Southern

Africa. "%

= Tonoaatr*? but allowed it Lo be viewec a

1N

Nineteanth-century urbanization, as seen in this wider context with

evolving economic, soeoial and political processes, shaplng Lowns
rities indiwvidoealliv as well as collectively, 1s refiected in ths
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demographic chances wers 1ncomgarably dynamic. Despite this chan

Fowewver, Victorian legacies left by this dominant British sector
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Durban. Their leaders. representatives of the S
the drivince forece, not only ino government. but 1n the 1ife of the

town which ws= clezarly Eritish in the second half of the nineteen
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iw J: Tacie 7a and D, Durban HMawvor 5 Minuies.
The Union Government Census throughowot South
W ! determined a ftoftal poouiation of &% L4545 in
up as follows: 2t 9 Whit 17 T3S0 AT

]
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1z S= &prend: J: Tablile E.

1| Sem fsopendi:x J: Table &,
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rident in the twentieth centuryv townscape of
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R VL ‘1. Built- Land,
1. Approximate extent of Built-up Land and -1'-Bmlt up o
Partly Built-up Land 2. Pm;tl_y_l?ilt-up Land
2. Post Office 3. Parks and Recreation
3. European School,
. 4. Race Course
4, Indian School—B d .
5. Church ¢yond Old Borough only. .5' Cemetery
6. Race. Course, 6. Roads
7. Roads, 7. Railways
8. Railways 8. Old Borough boundary.

9. Old Borough boundary.

Source ;,

R.J. Qaw'e,g ) E‘fke; G owlh u‘lc' Fhe Daﬂécqn Me’rﬂo’oahlhn Aﬂﬂq ,
;% MMWLM_(ﬂ%@&M Zaiﬂ
1963 ) ) no, 43, pp 2827,
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103
twentieth century, and the buildings reflected contemporary siviss in
architecture introduced by the British settlers. Thess siructures
were bazed nn Renaissance formulae. The Beneral Fost Office,
Turban = first Town Hall, with a tower and its ftwo winos ‘ramains one
Af South Africa’'s finest clascsical beildinos... 2% The first
important building stvles in Durban date from the “Regeancy’ 2and earlwy
Victorian periods. The Old Court House (now housing the Local
History Museum!, buiit in 1863, is 'an early colonial interpretat:1on

af the then current Classical Reviwval style thought suitable for

public building=s. "=

The first impression of ihe colonizl city of Durban was that of an
informal LtownsCcape. It was an sxampie of the less orderiv, move

vibramt amngd seculsr British ftown or city which stood in =haro

’

contrast o the nucleated. recouliar Afrikaner ‘dorp’ ar ‘stad’., This

was the outcome of British rule and adapiation to Souvth Afric

il

[17]
b
mn

colonial circumstances of British ftown planning ideals and pl

foilowing the large—=szzle immigration of neariv S 000 EBritish
sattliers betwsen 184% amd LBZL to hztal.®® The gowverning Brit:izsh

zettler elite 10 Durban was greaitly responsible far thise Bri

imosmind iy : ; i s
imorint on the Durban environment f(as disgcusszed in following




1ic2
chaptersi. The common lineacs of Eritish settler fowns in the colony
of Natal, as well a= in the Cape CLolony, could accordingly be
identified ov their characteristic townscaps elemenis, witn tvoical
uch 2z corper stores, libraries, masonic hall, cottagess ard

- '
Taartures

n
n

front gcardens. coclonisl street names, & church and an

in order befter to appreciate the way in which the physical-spatial
environment of Durban developed, 1t 1s necessary to examine i1ts early

hiztory. The site or exact physical location of the place chosen by
the early British settlers is cowmpatible with the functionz= and
features of the coloniz=l city of Durban ss it gradoally deveiopad.

The first British settlers in 1BI4 colonised Fort Natal=7,

primariiy for frads. The initial physical zettlement of mate—-co hois
and enclosed cattle kraals was ftempsorary., CfF the oricinal party of

twerty—six traders

3
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to stav on
permanently.=® Farewell and Company ohtained a concession for the
port of Natel from Shaka, the Zulue kKino., The serritary sxtended
roughly sixteen kilometres to the south of the port. fority to the

rorth, and eighty kilometres inland.=%

Eix k1 for the reconstruction of the rentral

=z Russell. Old DBurban, pp.1-2:; Chas=. The Nzotal Fapees. p.i.

=8 Graham rlaclkeurtan.
(Londeon: Longmans, GBreen, i it
Mzlcolm (compilers), The Di i
(Fistermaritzburg: Shutse & ar
originzal party of thirtv—f1- B

?9 Brookes and Webh, A E-20G. Ses Stuaart
and Ma2icolm (comp:ilers), The D '3 s Fynn, pp?B?—éL.-
whare Fyan savs that the grant extended fifty mllez iniand and '
twaaty—five miles alp ng the coast, and included tne hkarbour of Natal.
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On the arrcival aof Lisutenant king and MNathaniel lsaacs in
friction was aveided by dividing the territory. Francizs Farswell

remaln in the area which would 1n future include Burban s

11
A
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n
n
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Market Sguare. Henry Fynn chose the area around the Hmbilo, a2t the

n=ad gf the Bay. while King and Isaacs chose the Bluff/lWentworih area

+

{later ooocupied by Fynny. The other dhites were either attzached to

theze leaders, or lived separ

tely: for example Cane’'=s Camp was 1n

=1 =

thae vicinity of the present PBotanical Gardens. =@

Cigs=nesz o fresh water., mainly proviced by the Umbilc and Umoent
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arsa,
weztar 1z encamoment was an the more habitabie dry site in the
proximity of 3 water seespage (a natural soring accordino to Rus=zil.

in Gld Durban? near the corner of the present Field and Smith Strezts

whenoe the shipoinc obtained its water.=X2 The Matal Sovarnmant

ly flowed intso
SAT-S47%71:

of Gensral d
2 inciuded
nber, 1837,

—E 2e5-71

f@, wircte that Gardiner's Township
Ehe Fiver Avon’, thought to hawve

=aring’, probably the site of this
reserved in the Title Desds as Er

~+




'he old Borough "Parish Pump" in Smith Street between the
Lwo buildings in the foreground. This pump continued in
use until long after the Umbilo VWaterwerks were opened

in 1S84. At one time it was suggested that the site of
the ancient pump should be purchased and the pump pre-
served as a curiosity, but the site became too valuable

and this old landmark was removed.

"hote. (Copyright: Local History luseum).
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aracted the first town pump here in the 1840Gs.2*% Higher oround

without the danger of floeding had presumablyv mads the sncampment

area a suitahle =z=ite. Geolegicsl explorations made of the Durban
BEorough Lands i 188D by William Molwnezuw for the socistv’s
colitical institution, the Durban own Council, referred to the

iand is comparatively low. in
above the sea-level, and in
osﬁibly exceading 0 fzs=t,
—sand, irregularly

low channels of glavevy and
hpre and there coversad witn
n ane of thase 2t from 10 to
n of Durban wa

maln encamoment area had suitable water frontage for ships in the

large zemi-enclosed Bay of Natal, which was advantageous to the
gconomic function of the future city. Mo town was actual iy
contemplates until 1835, when Allen Bardiner sketched 2 plan for the
town of L'Urban, named after the Cape Governcr, Sir Benjami-

P
3

D'Urban. Thz apositrophe later fell away.=S
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economic structure of this scocietw, as lang as thew orovi

~ _ s
% See iliustrat:ion. The ne Crazted N Counc =
Tiyrest tacsi in IBSS was to anplarea £tha 3 pumno Strast =
== s === - — = s o — - -
Ejc ig The Histor et the Durban Tos Couwnc = 0.6
tBRrl: tLoose annexsurs: tilian
tal Durban EBEorouoh i ands

hMarerative of a2 Jou: £
Town: Struik, 1%4&), pp.Bo-
‘used, on the score of sxpence.
; the Colany of ‘Victoria S0
nanowr of e Young Waeen Victoriad, Srr

Gardine; faor that nITE alat
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with wives and servants. ™= The latter pracrice,

4
1l
i
]
ot
rt
bt

ar

Jede
n

accarding to &.J. Christopher, entrenched the divisien of labour in
the colonizal setting.=7 Christopher also sugoesis that a
consideraticn, when choosing the site, was possible danger from this

=ame incigsnous population. =S

"

The Yoortrekkers who came from the LCape in 1B3B intended to settle

permanently in Matal and =elected and laid gut the town of

Fiatermaritzburg as a Dutch dorp. They alsa established a farm
villame at Congella near a strong—-flowing spring on the Western shore

ot Durban Fay 3% and near the Umbilo River. The flag of the
Fepublic of Ratalia, proclaiming Boer ownership of Durban, was

haisted on the flagsiaff of the

un

tockade ‘Fort Victaria , at the

ink, newly erected by a temporary British peace-keeping force

)

Tah N

rdered home on 24 December 1B839.4° Durhan hereby became the D

city of ths Ratalia Fepublic. The Boer Cusztom House, =rected in 1830

at tn= Faint and originally made of stone,®*! was the first coclopial

edifice recconizing Durban’'s economic function as 2 cort. The

725 Rawv.,

arlier FPoli
ans, breen. 122%9), p.

- the Colony of Natal (F
1855y, p.4u,

x= TE 5 P = N c
Iinid., po. S=8B. When Eiogar with the Mzzeppa used this
COonvaniar v situsted zite as the guickest ascape route imt the EBa
then out to the gpen zea.
o See Fiogure i,

1t "formed 3 refuoe
2 tured on the
stroyed by the shb-tide
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vaolksraad (the Bosr Sovernment!, drew up sultable Fort
‘egulations®? and appointed the British settler G.C. a2t as
Harbour Master, to enforce them. They asked Catoc teo lay out a2 plan
for the fown of Durban.4® He chose the aresa of Farewell = mai-
sncampment, % and in later years esxplained that the exact site was
detgrminad by the fact that

"v..the only diry part of the land thus selected was the Sast

End...tn th= edoce of the BEastern Viei...and the whole of the uWe
End. from Fileld strest o lrew’'s corner, was splendid swamp. 45
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zite so clasze %o ths harbowr. Fipal approval of the site depended

vppon the EBriticsh colonizl powsr.?® Annexation of Natal was

1]

4z Hor. Henry Cloete, Five Lectu

Dutch Farmers from the Colony of

intarest probabl- influenced Cate’s choice of a

=t

Cettlament in the District of M

1 the v i e
ra (Fegrint: Cape Town: *mlomﬁn. 1BSA) .,
les and Regulations for the Board of
Hepreaent of the F=ople at Fort Natal and Surrounding Ccvrt"y
were duly published in the Zuid-&fritsan on 21 June 1840 and are
recorded in John Bird's The Annals of Natal 1495-1845, 1. (T wolume
Facsimile reprint 15?5 y DG
S23-7. For Fort tal Papers

po. 117-1E.

n

of
e Ses B Bird, The Annais of Matal 14%5-184%5, 2.
27 on Cat 't of Durban; A.E. _uhbwn:- ‘drigins of
iMarch 1988) D A Memorial 1n the
: Lieutenant F.G.
1E24‘
‘s corne iz whnzrs
2 |
never—-encdina. See
1ion of a Nation
who pointed out that
‘raw material uzeTtul

f mercantiiisz,
Th century in




Plan 3

{Odvx ()lu\/\ o‘F Uavt{gth_ (lBIT_()

GENERAL PLAN
OF THE TJToWAN o DURBAN
SITUATE 1Y THE TEARRITOR) oF /VYATAL

. /3 Blroka
%{d&i win feﬂﬁa
e the Generad Mears
Rt e e e e e Bty ons 1 1085

."J:gmg EF MEOH,
Lrmsphramen

- | e

A’O{m i H:j }/{&56 Rve. JV‘ °’ QD"\/
J&nj)LLg lﬂnefaqut os neo{ucepj/ -)- 7[ I
C—Ow‘}_o\m\ ]ines O—F Oq&{qu\ b’Qj

Scurlc.e : Geoﬁjc ﬂusse)/ J LHIS#OK‘? (57C ﬂilt?(/
. .
0@% f (2




117

I
n
1
2
a
s
a
e
1X1
L
ad]

Thne Eritish administration of Natal apoointed a2 comm:

In
P
]
-
n
-~
L]

which recommended dividing the Colaony into six diwi

ot
~t
i
.
mn

I
o
<
0
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countiesi, =2ach with 2 town and several wvillages a

Thiz wouid ensure that water would be available on the main route=s o

ien ch Lown or

)]

fw

the 1nteripr ar the conast. It also proposed that e

1

willage have a cattls enclosure, msruef place, chorch, schsooi apd

magiztrate’'z office, arranged within palisades for defsnce. 4 market

SQUare tlw comprized one cl2ar bhlock of four to six hectsres,
The official town plan of Durban in 1843 =laborated on Cato’'s town

alan. 7 4 oroper =urwvey made 1n 1B44 mapped the town lands, finallw

fivineg the town’'s phvsical-spatial lavout. The need for townlands
wWzs siressed, especiaily in wview of Durban’'s cramped conditions. The
puraosz of incorporsied fownlands or commonage was to enable the towm
to become sslf-supcorting. The town lands afforded gerazicoc for the

community 'z livestock, a source of firewood, clav for brick kilrs,

thatching resds and =tone. The layout of Durban as an urban centre.
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made official by £

by Massrs Clo=ts arnd Fiers, Soverpment Suarveyors in 1545, oe
described z= British™® snd differsent from thess foliowing tre Doteh
dorp planning tradition. Having 2 Market Souare as the canteal facos
was & twpically British feature, in contrast to the sariy Dubch
sefttliaments of the Cace, whera tha ceptea:d Ferkplein’, witn jrts
chavtch o spire. domd s¥yvline.®% The phvsizal nature ot the
= SZ== Flans 7 an 5é
t in 1843 Cstp
= 2yvidentl
siightiv. 7 inte Blaocks or ar
renumoeraed. = off¥ of besrn
= w4 " - . - 3 -
HlESJE_ Bw o Martin West during 1844 and
CanT = i
he granzees nal purchase nrices.

=< Hazwell., "'An Historis Townscaps 1 (12984, PE. 14, 42
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, adjacernt to the contours af Durban Bsy permitted
the arid patiern of the town. The largely rectangular form with the
long main streets, kWest and Smith Sireets, paﬁaliel to tne

Ezvline.®® iz largely wachanged today. But the Bawv line alsa

1]

determined the irregular size of fronting pilots: these vary from

e LR

.

approximately a auarter ot a hectarse to one hectare. <1 A4n

et
10

aycanding Durban would latsr share with FPort Elizabeth the central

town a2res '35 rectangular form, medifieg by 1fTs own unigue and peculiar

el

topocraphy. == The rectangular form of the town and the rectangular

Biloclks. were the outcame of the scacine of the crosse—-strgets., oartly

m
n

dictated by arms of swamoland from the bav.<® These numerous

lrreauliar orivate roads®? were created to increesze access betwean

n

harsour and city, and bacame lanes and arcades, croscino the central
town blocks., This irregular and informal feature stoocd in corntrast

to the fawor reocuvlar cross stresete of Dutch towns, such as sariv

Filatermaritzburg. The commercial frontage of this central markst

& Zmith Street marked the parallel to the Eay ' s edoe until
replaced by the Victoria Embanbiment in 1904, Back Besach Road marked
the seaward edoe. Final correspondence recarding arcuisition of +hs
Addinoton and Foint Lands by the Durban Town Lourcii took pFilacs in

1£55, See Durbar Mavor

0]
2
e
T
0
Jl

ilv iBRS, pp.B21-Z.

Tre2ts, was purchased by the Durban
of £&00 and officiallyv named kEing
WO agwned trha 1 gmd o e o

Cavizs, 'Growth of Durban’, p.20,
=y ware bought from their owners z=

= ??-Etree for the convenisnce of the
IR Mart Lane. See Bjorvio.
Histary of ¢ n To 1B54-1879°, p.47. aAcutt Street
i already laid off in 1 o stretched ariginally from ths Markat
= ta 3 ne < trest in the centra of Elock L at the
Ea i and
T

e O
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aro3es wa=z established wilth the permanents setriemzat o

settlers. In contrast to Dutch town foundation in the Cape, whii

rended to be smail and foresaw growth Dy the ad-hec lavino out

.= the need arcse, the British established. =2
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per, suebstantial and CO omplate towns.®® The 1544 Diagram

least on o
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Surveyar
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a1 the Town Lands of Durbamn as surve
Thomas Ckes, angd again under=signed in 1255 te wverify that 1t was ins

trus copy af his survey and alsc endorsed by W.E. Rabarts in 127%.
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Lurban Erven (excludirg streeis), Church Freperty, Burial Srounds,

Horticoltural Ssrdens, Government Offices. the Yoprtrakker Congells

“= Ibid.

et Christopher, Southern Africa., p.ii3.

&7 Gowernment Survevar’'s Office: The 1244 Diacram of the Town
Lands of Dursan laid off Ordnance FProperty as 131 hectarss in 1244,
Ses Figurses 1 and Z.

-8 &t the rFoint Reserwve ‘é“ﬁlﬂ;f:“‘. 27 hectares wer=2 alloczited
for =ettlement; Victoria FPark 12 hectares bordering on the Foiat
Fezarve; Aloert Fark F hectares in the Hesz: Endg These tws parbks
were 1aid off bwv Richard E. Tanner in Decsmber 15453, SZovernmsent
Sorwavor 'z Office: Original Diagram Coo iBas,




12C
Hamiet.”® and fthe Udmbilo Yillags”?!* (whers Fynn and perhaps rmanwv
of his descendants originally residec). This 1846 LDiagram demarcates
I F&7 hectares of land in the Borough.”=
Liguitenant-Governor (later Sird! B.C.C. Fine, proclaimed the townsnios

rmaritzburg te be Borouwshs 1n termz of the

[}
A
?
;
T
N
\
[AH
|
i
-n
o
10
ot
m

Municipal Corcporations Ordinance. hNo.l of 1824.7F Thirty wvears
s Union Jack hagd been hoisted on the Bluff by Lieutenant

Farseweil, Durban became a Mumnicipalitv. The introduction of a

pelitical institution, the Durban Town Council, fought hard for b
members of The setftler 2lite euzh as John Millar, A.K. Evans and J.R.
Goggriche, ¥ addseZd an administraiive function {exisnsively covered

in Chapter 2% %o the colonial city of Durban's port function.

I At CRom e
—are LA

bt

gs Somerse2t, the Cape Goverpor (1BLS5-25). pilaced

sicnificarnt emchasiz on the vista

as an =2lement in town desion, a

i

n

for example in Grahamstown, Worcester, GBeorge, Somersst East =-p

o To ths iedoliing dovo
the Dutch Emigrant allocated by tne
1B4L Survew. )

298 was set oul in the 1B44 sureey, as 57
ad fov t _
of 1% sguars
24 o P POcsme F
24 5 L boundaries of
1922, the Durbm“ I unci1l erected stone
the imoeni Fiver to
1o B and David T,
T itzhura: MNatzl
& This was betore
=ater Su i

Pl
i
]
|
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churches, drostdys (residencie
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iztrates’ pffices. and even gaonls, and thuas focused ussrs’

3
w
[In]
1

attention en conspicupus images of auvfthority and order.?> fApart

from the vista, an enclossd urban landscape akin to thoss of
contemporary Enocland was achieved in British towns of the Caps
Coianyv. which influsnced later develcpment of Natal towns. Svesnuss

of trees with lines of housses fraonting on the road compenzated for
the lack of terraced facades.”* 4t first colenial Durban notably
feature=s characteristic gf the spatial

arranag=2mente of sarlisr British towns. The central axis of hiect

Ztreet, cicsing in on both sides of the Market Sguare, focused on tha

coemmercial aspect vital to the survival of the tiny settlement.

T when

et
®
m
i
o+
n
ot
d
m
ot

Subseauently, the Market Savare would be cut in ha

WEZ magds continuous 77 and the prominent civic Buildings wou

ovoassed bv West and Smith Strests.

The physical-spatial environment of Durban was still wvery much raral,

John Bird vrscalis that when he landed in there in Decamber., 1244
three or four mercantile men wers anvinuslw watchinog events that

might favour commarcial enterprise: D Urban had not then mers than

Fao Bundeas i am e Fom
W hundreZ inhabitants 1n cottages far zpart from sach other on the

TE ibid,
=7 The Durban
=1t tThe main htﬂﬂﬂts that

inused throughout

1 3 a
Bridee’. It was only by 187:C t the 1
zrtended to approximately € kilometres in la nath and Ne —tpaaf ‘e
the =ea in 1B78 [y g a2 T Ll £ t = 28T TO
e See Biorvig, istory of the Durb O
. 4 = Yy D rban Town Council
1854-1879 ", p.4&7. ounci



well—~built ssapart town. 72 The first Custom House,
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nohad given a VYoortreiber imprint to Durban. was replaced in

5
i
"

!l

when £. Chiapoini. a Cape merchant, was oiven permission oy the C=a

W
i
m

dy

Dovarnmant to erect privately a large and substaniial siruchture
brice with zlate roof at the Foint, which became the official

Quesan ‘= Warehouse.”” Mear the site of the

]
n
4
)
|
m
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o
mn
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and the 0id Stockade, tort Victoria, men gf the 4T:i-

Il
1
r
3
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X
=
n
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built a Block House. It was constructed af steoc2 quarried

et

Regimen

f. and raosfed with slate. Cato obiained permission io

~+

i

P

from the B
1247 to ersct a trading store and build a jetty on piles, 2= another
porft installation, bhelow the Custom House.®® An image of Durban

circa 1830 as consistirg of 2 few thatched cottages masge of oolesz and

watitlesz with whirewashed clav walls and verandans, was convevsad b
the decscriptions of a fow =ettlers. he only habitable portion of
the town =2t this ftime was the East End. cemtring on Cato = propert
Wwhere Cato’'s store thern stood, along with a butcher s shon, Post
o e~ - [ T Mapg— o '3 . L v
Office, the i2thodist) Mizs=ion and., at the corner opoosite
the Court Housze, a Weslevan Chapsl, 23
Reprint:
this prooert
dressed stone
= '.‘... T al 2 = il [l i =
2 origin of thse
BJ o
& etary. & s v
) -2 « O 5
B Hioh., C. +

i

=3 William Fa

(Durban: F. Davi

cences 0f a

sl



Durban 1862. From right to left:

1. Wesleyan Chapel.
Benningfleld's Mart.
3. Hew Baltic Buildings.
4. Steel Murrays 0ld Building (Smith Street).
5. The tarket Square (Gardiner Street).

Photo. (Copyright: Local History Huseum).
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The cammarcial frontage of this central marwet area 82 was

elaporated when the British settlers constructed permanent

P

stin

e
N

eztablisnments from 1830 onwards and Durcan took on tne d

aposarance af a predomirantly ‘Britieh town in efrica.  Sriztis
fowrmscape features. such as gceneral stores, banks and hoials

gavs a new aspecht to ir=z
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ot
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ical—-spatial environment. Thagse features siood in sharp cantesst

phys —spatial enviranment. Ihese rteatu
tn thoz2 of Dutch/Afrikaner agricultural villages, for examois ear: s
Branamstown. despite i1t= English cultural overlay.®* Durban would
sharae the main British town form with Fort Elizabeth, East Londen
and later Cape Town. &= the central part became more densel:
ocrupied, commeErcial and residential plots were cubt smaller, =1

etill had typical inftormal fromt gardens in to gardens
a= in Dutch daros
Feligious s=tructures took on a secondsry focus in this Britisn fow
in contrast to the ceniral Ujartrekhév Church and ¥eprikplesin of the
Cuteh dorp. Zt. Fzul’'s Arclican Church, brilf in fhe Goth:ic
architectura: =tvle in the East end.®8% dirvectly gverloclksd the
Marktet Sguars in 185%3, a Weslevan {(Metnodisti Chaoel built in LETL
was in clos=2 viciniiwvw, whereas the first Romarn Catholic orick Chapel,
whioh opensd fatr serwvice in waz 1n the Kest End on the iand
whnaere the Chureh of S, Jossgh was completed 1n 1881 and pulled mitlg
in L9011, The materials wers re—ussd in the nresent £t Tossoh =

o Davies, Growth of Durban 0.2,

Elen= Sceott the Urban Histary of
==t o S 2Mamst owen cular reference to the
intariors and material cultur llings’ (unpublishsd
M.&, thss:z. FRhodesz Univers: .

e Governmant Survevor 1844/1855/1879. Land
was originall %11~C5tEd in Sez also: G=orae
=
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Chuecs 2t Sreyvilie.®® while the Roman Cathoilic Emmanus

-

~d the Fasrizh Centre ancd Fresbytery commissioned by Bishop Joiilvet,

13

nesr the West End cemetery (creating a focal pein

yera hully In
in the Grev Sirset matrix in present times!,®® which almost seemed

tn manctify this main burial ground. The placing of the —emstery a2t
the tar West End on the gutskirts of the original lavouwt ans a2t o

prominent site, was & typically European fezture, rather than a

Eritish fa2aturs of townscape. 1% was, thersefore, a shared feature

i)

tha Erit-.zh fown and afrikaner deorp in Soutn Africa.  That the dezad

sheowld Bz buried is a tenet of the beiief-system of thes Christian
f2igh. B7 Trz cemetery was laid off two hectarss in 1844, PS

Fubkiic builgings (discussed 1n Chaptsr 51 representine leagsl,
political =nd oulitural instiftutieons in the ity cenitre, such as ihe
014 Tourt House, adiacent to the Market Souare, and the Town Halls

(1BES ano 1210} in the Market Sguares, stood out 25 noticeabhlv British
featuras, poriraying in the spatial environment the classical phase
in architecture, These struciures served to emphasiss not anly

Durban’'s adeinisztrative Tfuncltion. bot alse her cultural function,

with incorporastsed Library., Art Gallery and Moasaoum hoesed 1a the

orssan oy Halio Increased orosperity and changing fashions

srcouracad the construction of larger and mor

1

mainly 10 the styvies of VWictarian and Edwardizn Enoland. They were
zamparanlis fTo those of Driftish citises like Leeds apd Birminohsz
Leeds and Birminohzam,

3 dams and Erus
Durban. pp.42-4,

4 &

1
10
D

: A Guide To The Historwv and

== kFiing. Colonial Urban Development, po.T7~47

es Government Surveyor s Office: Diagram 1844: Russsll. 01d

Durban. pp.474-7. The properiy was vested in Trusteas,

t

of
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like Melbourne®® and, in the Sowih African

m
]

Australian citi

contevt. those of Fisztermaritzburg., Greviown, Granamstown and Fortg
Eiizabeth.

A fundamental feature of Enalish towns and wvillages. as well as

roatscage=. ac Haswell points oui,. is a scolid line af buildinas,

=
=

-+

which are renarded as a single architecturs]l composition.®e The

3

formation which became a seftled featurs of the

commercial and ezariv residential arsas of Durban, was an expra2ssion

of the =zettlers’ familiar urban supericecca With the line of the
roofs parallel to the sirests, it most strongly demonstrated the

thi=z festure iz "as a retention of medieval Yimes. 2

I

igh had a prefesrence for pitched roofzs ratner fthan flar as in

the Capes Doich stvie. Typicsl surviving sxamoles are the olZ Foint

Railway Station at the entrance to the harbour (2t the junction of

Fonint Road =nZ Southampton Strast!, the Foint Folice Station and

Foint Fire Staticon in the Foiliaft arez. The Dld House Musesum situated
st X1 St Andrew = Street 1s 2 typical timber weranda houss with =2

double piltched roof buili on Tthis site in 184%. Colombo Tea and
Covffee (Fiw.d Buily in 190Z, iz dominait=sd bw an
zucecntionally large ceniral window.¥= The Matzl Banbk s laras
winidows alsc contrasted with the charzacteristic small narerows angs orf
tie Dutch buildinos. A.S. Christopher saw the late pinstessnth andg

F=R -
Fenouin,

B l= L \ H c: F =4~ a TAwm = = - 3

Haswell, ‘South ATrican Towns on Euwropsan Flarns’, p.&?i.
1 Ewart Jonns, Briftish Townscape {(London: Edward Arrnold.

2tt, Adams and Brusse, A Guide To The H:isztorw and
0fF Fusrban. op. d&8—-7.




zariy twzrtisth centuries as the soe of the cataloous and patisrn
book where entire buildings could be chosen from a selection of

alternatives; howgwver, economic considerations in general

e choice of inexpensive, simpler patterns. = The
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Manszicnzs’'. a brick angd stone structure with elaborate wrought-iron

wort: built in 19CG24 in the inner citv, is still noticsable in 523794

4=zt Street. Thic =significant four-storeved commercial building of

the Edwardian oeriod 1n a ‘vernacular shiyvle with a wide veranda over

I
T
]

pavement and narsower werapndas to the apper three floors",

anz of the fsw surviving sxamples of its kind in Durban. These
supsrimpos2d on the strestscape a distinctively British colonial
siyle which would be 2z much at home in Ausiralia o= Canads 2= in
Socuth 4¥rica. The Durban phwsical-spatial envirecnment could now oie
Se2n as porzraying a3 neEw kind of s=ocial ordes. and could be

L
i
o
l
rt
i

r==d 33 2 Eritish townzcape wiih such featurez as the

recreztional Botsnical Bardens,® racezourse and parks (Albert and

were the stre=is named afiter royalty and persons who nad

distinguiszhe=d themsz2ivesz in th2 colonial setting, asz was done in
other colonial ftowns from FPistermaritshuro to Richmond £o
Ezcourt.®= Each of these towns pf course a2lso has it

I
i

|
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citv of Durban in the nineteenth century, confinsed Dy

=t

The colonis

irreagular water feature=s, by gradusalily iinking older =ettlaments

M
w+
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grew into a iong valley-town. Today, the long rectanaular sires

his cCcentral part, thne disposition of the buildings arc
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ter of the facadec help %o retain the historical British
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commercial character. A oood deal of lanc
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in tre lowey lavels of the Eastern YWlei between the old town and the

been filled in by stresics. The
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orthuards on nigher growng Tollowing the Umgeni Read o the Umaend
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Fiver, which 1t half circled.®? Etamford Hill Road, extensively

clszred in 1B73,°2 became 2 'Main Strest .77

Two most ambitious land-filling schemes werese set under wawv by ths

Matal Gowvernment and Durban Town Councit

twentisth captury The
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The reclamaticn ef the Eastern VYisi led to the emaroconce ot the
sea-=lde hoiidav trade modelied on that oFf Enciand, This was

enhanced by the atiractions of an evtensive ocean bhearh offerine
possibilitiez of developing a commercially lucrztive resort. The
7 Nnecta s B
of Durban,
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shows Durban North Becch

as it was 35 years ago. - The -

| lower promenade had just

been. completed,. and the
original - semi-circular pier,
with its safe bathing enclo-
sure was erected as an ex-
periment.. by . the Durban
Town Council. i
Senator F. C. Hollander,
J.P., who was a Town Coun-
cilior in 1905 and chairmen

' of the Beach Committee, said

~and high seas.

to-day ‘the pier was given ¢

- life of eight years, but by re-~

pairs, ils existence was pro-
longed for a jurther four
years. It was eventualiy de-
molished by

It was :llus" established

This tnteresting old.picturc ;

strong winds

‘that a structure of that kind_

could not stand up to the-

open sed. ' )
The pier was built simul-

taneously "from the two

_beach ends, and when the

semi-circle was completed
Senator Hollander, Mr. Wil-
liam Cooley (then Town
Clerk) and the late Mr. J.

‘Fletcher {(then City Engin-

eer) walked to the centre
and cracked a bottle of
champagfhe in celebration.

The promenade seen in
the picture was the. first
step in beach improvement.
Coneurrently the Council-
hardened the Beach Road.

The beach immediately be-
came popular and attracted
thousands of wisitors from

the Transvaal. - -
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A,

drivinag forces benind such acean beach develcoopments after 1704, were

WMawor J. Eilis Brown and Councillor Felix Hollander, The

improvements werse carried out by the Borouwgn Engilneer, J. Fietcher,
ant Cons_ltant Enginesr to the Durbanm Town Courcil, Catheoart
Matnven. The first works carried oot in 1907 were a ssmi—Circugiar
bzthinn asnciasure angd a portion of the iow level espianade, folilowed
in the peost-Union period by reftaining walls, the paddling ponds.

rochk=e-ies and crnamental gardens, extending from the present Dairsy

{a}

1]

oueth Baach.1°* Interest in beach holidays has £

]

crcs=rstood againet the baciground of growing economic prasceritw

wnich iscd tao 1ncreased affluence and leiscere and was facilitated by
comp:2tion of the subopontinertzal railwav svetem. 102

wherass 1n 125300 2 building height of two storevs was introduced,
ph.=ical structures of up to four storeys would by 1%10 becin %o mark
streats. *9% Gardens, with a2 minimum of enclosurs, and a creszi

variety eof trees planted on the grass wverges of aimost everv rnoad.

helped to create a type of

=1 . .
i =l
ig e
19&

= irban 7,
it - s lah
e el

o Cing
o= Christopher, Scuthern Africs p. 128,
10X INER: i o 1 e= so= i
= NMatal Almanas, Directory ard Yearly Register, 1910: Durbzn,
cp. =757, - .



Enoliczh. 394 The late nineteenth century ‘gave Lirth to the ides
that citiss couid exist in a garden—like setting, and alsoc o the

vary differant viewpoint that buildings in towns should

n
m
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£ the shapes and matsrials of a new industrial age. 9%
Madwond Gardens?9e in central Darban on part of the old Market

Sguars, 1= a livine memorial fo this idea of = npleasant sancfuary in

needed whart and berth facilities were created with reclamation

org=slla langs 1n the Western

sxpan=sion., pradominantly a contilnuati

Ermbankment, 197 a-ccontostesd the port funchtion of the colaonial cityw
g2llia (Maydon
ihlis the

cost—Union ogeriad. *®% The leading timber concerns of W.F Iohnstone

3 -

1]

and Hunt, l=uchars and Hepburn benefified snormouslw by thi

Expancion of Fort katal. Thesze membsrs of the set

vt

ier glite wars o

1o Ses Jonhms, EBritish Townscape, o.139.
1O ] =
[ 3 o AT D‘le;‘_‘

levator in South africa
2 Sugar Terminals and
Tk o1n 1908 and the Dry
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contribute to makinag purban the centre for iocatl activity in ihe

huilding Eracs=. The first shipment of timber (wattle) iefi Natal ==

searly as 12E7 faor export. Durban harbour became the pori of entry
for ztocke of timbar and materials for dispatch fto th= hintariard of

Natzl and the developing Wiiwatersrand.**® The two above mentionesd
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devaloomnent souihwaras. The linear urban development continusd wher
cermanent bridaes replaced toe punts over the rivers, the earlier

Yictoria Bridoge over the Umgeni being completed in 1Bofd and th=e

Limbilo Bridoes in 1B4E5.3%3=

Industriziists were much slower than tradere in oroganizing themss =
into one groun which could communicate directly with otheEr colonis
soverning bodies in the SEouth African content. Mot wuntii i Detobe

1908 did tha Natal Manufacturers’ fAsscociation come into b=ing.  When

(]

it changed its name to Matal Chamber of Industirises 1n 1923, 1% s
an orcaniszticon ™o bhe heeded throuchoul The countryv. 13 fMempsrz of

the ssttier =lite. whether az traders or manufacturers aor firms,

could woice thezir needs countrywidse by meanz of the two Leadinc
fimza ial institutions, the Durban Chamber of Commerce and the atz
Manufaciurers’ fssociation (mentioned in Chaotere T and S,
LSl illie 1 eum: Booklet: R ~har=s and
ted: ars of Frogress, I850-135 o Ba l® {Durban E

P LT PR
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Ma 1o 1nneEr erxnansion (berths) of Durban harbour on the Bluft side

femm 1504 opnwards has to be atiributed to thes cozl trade. Ereat

o
it
W
b

= shown here by the Rand-financed and Durban-based N
MNzwvigation Collisries {(founcsed in 1698 and affiliated with Fichas:

Co. Y, 239 who wused the harbour 2= their point of shipmeant
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created here as well by land reclamation. The Port Advisory Board

e matftaers., was made up of orominent mambers of tha
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uzh a= Maweor I, Zili=s BHreower, Bol, Gresnacra zand John

plizol, who alsg Ra2d 2 =fake in Th= coal mines. B.W,., Gresnacre, for

erample, wazs ons of the Diractaors af the Dundee (Natald Coal Company
and it=s Charrmasn in @ L 11=

In the colonial city there was rarely an urban ms
m glanning autharity and vestea interest
114

were one and
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Important changes affecting the physical appearance of Liirban,

including technological develooments such as railwavs, framesve

1 R SMMENT,

harbour improvements. telephones, eleciricity and Al Tarw

improvements and the role plaved by the governing slits. are

[N ]

A *ino. Coionisi Urban Development, P24,




hitt carriad what Haswell describes as a D 1o
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of cultural pluralism
r2 one particular gultural section had the monopoly
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e extentsive spatisl orovision within this colonial settiesmen
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and the scatizal division between 1% and settlements of other rac

wars, therefore, to bs acecounted far not simolw in ftermzs of Cuitue

differences but in termz of the distributicon of powsr. According
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apporiunities and urban amenities were more available 1n ths =ost:
Cultivated areas in the ceolonial settlement.??® EBarvacks or
campounds foe the housine of certain categoriss of and &Fr 1

lapourers, mainly employed by the Mata: Bovernment ang Durt = Town

Council, *2° wers establicshed 2t the Foint, in Queen Street, and

1

nsar the Fowder Magazinz on the Eastarn Viei, Thess barrac-

dusiicated onss built by the British in Imdia. Szalisbury
rt17 Hazwell, "Malirng of the Durbar Townscape . o, T4
e Fimg. Colonial trban Devslgogment, p, 4,
r1= Ibid.s pp. =544
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t from 1340 cnwards, provided temporary accommodation foe

(s

irdentures Indian settlers.12T The placing of Reservesz or
for Atricans aft Umlaas tao the south and Inanda to the nort- of Suo-ba-
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wars for peripheral settlement, and as su

s=grecation 1n South ATrican towns generally. 3% Davies’'s

interprefzation is that the future eixpansion of Durban wss iriloenced

rcation. which 1n terms of the proclamatiaon of the Durkan

1w

foin 1EZZ preventsd ths city expanding “into a semi--i-cTi

growth af 2 goastal city and has civen

lar corridor shaped ertencsions. " 12S

LES The Tirst cholera~infectasd Indiarn ssttle
sccommadated here in on their arrival. 4 se
I=ziznd was lsas in the fircet decade cof the twen

to Indians, but, after Union

Simonztown. Durban Local History
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a Matal and later Rhodesia. twoc concenftrations of com™
sectors, Indian and Euwrops=an, evolwed, *®e This harpensed in *fra
after the arrival of more well-to—do
perations were concentrztac mzinl: in ths Zrave

restricted by the Grooance Lana
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purposss fthe later Market nali, t-=2 T=21:=:hao

nos and Fire SEtaticn in Finse Strsst! and by the Racecourse as
laid off 1rn 1244,%*2° bhelow the White resideniial area of the EBerea
sutpuerb begregaticn in land ownership and occupation between Whites

zrd Indians became more marked in the twentieth centurwy. A recent

! ndi LB.D. structure appears to represent a modification
of a western C.EB.D. structure rather than a direct transplant of
% o nomic functions characteristic of the distincily

E of an i1ndigsnous Indian city, 129

The [Durban Town Couwncil, made uo of its biased colonial elite,

embarked during 1883 on a pol:cy of redistributing Indians from the

1]

congested cantral ftown area to new Iand adveritis=ac in the MNatal

Lo

Julw 1BEBQ as ‘Indian Yillage i =25 near “the dey
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Mercury of =

africa, p 158. See also R.T. Davies
D.: Boundary Delimitation and acial

Ditica fournal 47 (December 1555

= Indians, 1B&C—1214°, in D ¢ and bQuss
tndlan Trade and Trader i lonis atal ’
iontzl ats .
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indian Barracke beyond the Fowder Magazine’. The leasshold lois were

i to 1473 and were 334 =guare meires 1in extent. They wers

sdvertisses at an upset rental of 10s. per loft psr monkth and corner

p=r gonth with a term of lease of ten years. The Durban

W]
1

m

Town Council was also willino at the same time to taks application

i

m

ferom the lessees of the above lots Tor sguatiing leasss on
joining Eastern V1ei lands for market gardens. The governing
zettler elite hoped o make better use of this area. 1™ The Maynard

m2p oF 18594 depicis =2 mesgue, which reveals indian presence acraoss

the lmpbilo River nesar South Cozst Junction (now known 25 the

3.3 Indian residential patterns hore

il

Foszborouch,/ lairwong are

ad fowards the Umgeni Riwver would seem toc be spatially sozat

peripheral lower—iving localities, ™2 which wers in sStard contraat

iites. whao in their suburban residectisl catiterns were

tractes to the elevated suburoan ssza-facinc clopes of the Esrsa

m
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The Underlyvine Yalue-svsiam

tha ruled, "2

ot

’ .Cities were laid cut by the rulers no

stracsed the fact that the phvsiczi and zpztizl

urban cevelopment - indeed, ths sntirses

coionial city of Burban — w=re tnz unious
Tz of th= ruling Britisn socieiv and culture. The fiest thres

chzpier=s identified fthose who, within a oiven power system, aperaieg

== issdsrs, Deing oart of a colonial settler elite, Thi=s chapter
stteEmpts to fTurther =rn andsrstandince of the built environment by
investigating this society’'s values, beliefs, institutions and social
oroanization, which determined the physical-spat aof the

=mt+liagm=nt aras
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garlier chapfers! originated in the British parent sociaty, whern an
influx of aporoximately 5 000 British zettlers arrived in fifiy—saver
vessels during 1849-1851 at the British Colony of Natal.® Many of
these settlers flocked to the two main urban centres. Durban and

Fietermaritzbure.™ A Natal pgovernment-hbacked scheme bro ocht out
ocre Pritiskh seiftlers fgwards the é“d of the 183C=s and during the
garly 1Z60s.% This brought the estimated Tigurs of Matal = Whites
vy 7S inq BESZ when the Tip =t papriod of immigration snosd. plsiany
’ ing, Eolonial Urban Develooment, p.XIl.
g R RO L Settlers 1249-185i, p.33; The Britisn
Setilement of Natal. o.315. T e el

p—t
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immigoration in 1840 this figure reached & 0.5 Durban's

2lonial White populaticn was estimated fto have been 1 133 oy 1BRZ
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The Burbar community represented an sxample of 2 =oci1=2l svsiem wnich
hao been esitablished in an alterna2tive environment. These setfttisrs

develoged mechanisms to maintzin fThemsslves and susiain their wav of

conceptual models’® of his

4 culfare. aAnthany Eing wrote that such models are
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environment was evidenced by the tyvpe of socizal order and new culture

which, over tims, emsrged. an excellent oppeortunity is orowvided b

Ihe evamole of a =ocietv’'s ot
the matropoiitan culture, as well asz fumdapemitz

u
—
m
=
h
1)
u
a3
(1]

Ev social proces

e = Sry 211 tho=e o+
e i—'_|_ st W
- NIRRT I
—— + _ -
- T B D T - = Cot T =
raxtaersiov., The British Se s2Ment oFf Matal. ZEE
) ¥ ALta (et o 08

e [T :::1-:-1__5._- ivmharm D= elopment oL iE
== SN 1 . L

e 12ic. . op.i7-14,

10 Fipt

m
F
1]
[EE]
1]
-}
+
1]
1
~h
1Lrn
M|
n
=
il
L
%
Ct
I
i
A
]
ot
-
L
|
|m]
F



1.39

Izoiating the cultural varizbie of thiz transplacted colaomisl
community nelos To account Tor the man—made snvircocrment o the

Cm—T M

colonial citv of Durban. BEv the term communiity, The <9
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b lv some sharsd wevs of behavino, thinking and feeling - in
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chelter, reproduction, socialisation and defepce. The modificatico

of their phvsical environment i the process to cbtain thess nosds
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madiated by cultuyre, 1=

After this zpstract consideration of a framowork of 1ideas for

analvsig, 2F £he gperations 2% worik in practice 10 thic tupe
; ; iork In practic rn this Vs
COmMMuUn I 1 1t calonial Durban {normally a field of study for the
i e o - T &= i 2
= ocoolooistr., will be studisd | investigating the institutional
stioating = 1nstituilons
EvETEr o the grosssr unizs the more abstract =ets of hahlavioone
B == = L — G A =1 o =1 — 3 PRI B SV L L
c=tts fRown as 1institutions' .1 Then it wiil pe =shc r 220
= Y I=ils - i = i L —~ = L ¥ ===
Fa ate S 43 = 3 - T
L I EE-c== Altitudes and Valuss: e
T [] = — —
— — = ____
152 E = Elzman+t= N = P ' 2
- + B2EWENLS CF o0QCIal “raanizarion, b, 2B,
1= Tk — 4
Ibid. . p. 5.
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incstitution is refiected in built form in the phvaical—-=spatial
rvironment of the ciltwv. The institutional svstem 1= to be

Lnberstood sz ‘the core of a culiure’ . '? An institution comprises
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relztiops, 'a people’s instituiicns form the matrix of their socizal

-

ture, 14 The descripticn o
/5is of the institutionsl sysiem of the population under

study The concect of secial structure as an analytical tool is

1T
r
-

theretpore designed e serve us in understanding how men ogehas

their social 1ife.?”

The institutional svstem of the colon:ial ity of Durnan raeflscied

sncial structure thus consists 1n

n

i

aceented cultural aores prevzailing in the parent metroooliifan
zociet These weres the structures which governed the conduct of
pecpls:r ghurch, £lugb, iibrary. museum. theatre, parik, botanical
gatrdens, razs-course and oroanissd =ports such as cricket.  Leisur
time activities, menticned z3lsg 1n previows chapiters, bhecame more
structured znd forma2l and also consciousl modified the snvircnmenst.
It is tness value—-svstemsz which lecitimize the religious.
social. =conomic and peolitical institutions which determines
prwveical-soatial form of each settlement area. "1©
In the wkpsn colonia: community. relicton was manifested in = for
Jherencs to aanominational Christianity, =zuch as he Foman Catho
14 | mno Caoitamnial lipban — AT =] =T o R
1= T - -
1 & T A4
17 -, — s .~ E = 3
it . Elements of Social Organization, p. 3.
1e Inid. DL Ao,
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fnulican, Methodist and kBaptist churches. The B=lieTt in &7

corporate, community worship, once a week, cf one, raitner tnan many,

goos gave rise to the construction of churches fYor sach congrecafion

i

of th=z Christian denominations. As with other builit forms, thes

raflected the structursl amd wiswal characteristics of the

11 th= numerouvs Eritish ssttler churches
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metroociitan colture.  Of
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=il scresn supply business) 1% onlv St Faul’s will be brieflv
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Faul = was consecrated on St. Feter 'z Davy, 1644, = Drgan was bueilt
i E=2 to accomoany choral services as part of the worshio Tha
tuillding was dasziroved by fire on 27 March 1904 and replaced byv the

249, I40-4,
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oragzent Church of St Pasl s, which datez from =2
Belizfz relating to the ’"resurrection of the Tiesn’ and immgrial
n¥f the soul  accounted for the custom of burial in this coleonial
soCciety. Every society has 1ts funeral rites, which provide a
channel for the ewxarss=zion af emotions and enforced consideration
Tth2 role that the individual had plaved 1n the social lifa of his
=oztety.  On the whole, the ritusl symboiized and reafflrmed some
t vzluss most fundamental in the economic and social life of th:
community, == Burial places in the colonial citv of Durban were
vizlkly commemorated, and formed part of a largsr community buorizl
Llzce whose oround was sanctified.2* The more centralivy situsted
cematary 2% the West End of Durban, = community by t
Katal Government before 1854 as a private burial-place {commonly
=v=rred to a3z the Commercial Road Cemstervi, is the hest zvammls.
Thg dead aof the different denominations in thiz socisty were disoo
of here iIn iunftaposition to one anocther, 22 The cem=te: =
therefare aivided toc cive the Anglicans four acres, the Methodizis
two and the Foman Cathgolice two. Ten and three—-guartars acres of
Town Lands altogether were aranted in 18535 ov the raling body, the
Durbs wn Council, for this public cemetery.Ze Truciess Hers
aopeinted on Lo July 15&0 and Councillor John Hunt was slectsd aon
-3 H.Ecmund Dawes
ia;; 19482Y, pp.25-
Social Anthropoloc
=a Fiimo, Colonial Urban Develoomen B S0,
) BEiorvig, History of the Durban Town Eouncil, 1254-187%°,
o, LLE—&,
=" Ibid.: Matal Mercury, 25 Jul LESS, wherein Council was
2dviEec o encloss the whole area and this waz dene

1l

1

[L
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tne kBoard of Management. with Maveor A
nemoars =9 officic .27 After applica
to 223 a2 portion of thi=s cemste
nooclation arng Indianz. two acres wsr
to oreveni ind:scriminate burial over
c¥ czucare was from 1EVA onwards cond
ite owm expense, much to the relief
was snacied 1n 18591 by

Cemztery trapgferred 1t fto the Durban
Fzgulations were framed by the Town
necessary funchions and $to meet supen
grtended =z2nd modernised in 19CG3), was

==oer was appointed in 1B2%L, 3O

I thi=z WViciorian Acs. with itz growd
tncurred when the environmaent becams

the placing of future cemeteries

ceing comiemplated in 1845.3% This +th
the new Stzllawnod Cemetery (ninetv-—t

lexzander Mo

the Town Lands.

ucted

by

Town Eauncil.

Ses.

erected in 18%0

N awaresness of

detrimental to
from

istanc

=

was borne

t2 all races from | June 1903, The General Cemetery
for further burial, exceot in established family ora
taws regulating the use o tThe new cemstary wars
=7 Rus=sell, 01ld Durbsrn. po.474-7
Tf ) B30 istory of the Durban Town Counci
=W Ibid,
=a Henderson, Fifty Years, p.143Z
=4 Biorvig. ’ History of the Durban Town Counc
pp. 1134 .
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Mztal Zovernment. The framway system was eviended come cistznce o

to arconmodate mourners. Special funeral cars wers

Ht

tmBse cemsterise

== run in order fTo reduce the cost of interments. AN Qrnate cCar.

L]
.

imoort=sd from Enclard, was reserved for the npeeds of the privilsged

zgction of socistv. while the car for the indigengus cooulation and

irdians was made locaily,F=

ociety ' s contact with Imdian emigrants in Durban.

ted
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tne worlid-view of Hinduism, preferring cremation, stood out in

:'3

¥ in burial. Cre

M

£i ations by Hinguzs wers

,.,..
e
m

ontrast tgo Chri r be

11l

]

ce conducted before 1E8%Z. The Inspector of Nuisances, wW.C.

+

Dovgherty, raported with scorn to the Town Council as foliows:

This pred ==ems sSCcarcel
sufficie particular caste or sact
of India for the more pri

The act of cremation introduced by the Indians to this Whits

community Sid. howaver, promot social leadars to maie furt-e
enauiriseg overssac, Mavartheless, the metropolitan ity under +ha

Burial and Fublic Health Actz macge provizien onlyv for hosiai and
the colonial ssttlicr slite i tha T iroan Town Douncil live ==
sh=lved the consiruct:on aof a crematorium in the colorial pari e
Fhws:iczl representations of persons in the form of "statuss glso had
.-E:_ __; -V_:: -1-! ‘_':_:"_‘ - = b —rg ] Rl = - =1 - . —

AT £ o R B O ¥ S =i 2y Ten The 2eatl D

—.._?.--.-.:.-_“_-ll—zr-_ O R =T T o = T - - — .
LAl QDVE 13311 = o e 25 N2 ar she 4 " E w3l
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The potanic Society erected, about the same time, the Uuesern YWictoriz
Jubil=se Falmhouse in the Botanic Ezrdens in Her Malesty = G
Trne lilvy pond near the FPalm House was 2::390 built. Here the ciant
watar-lily of fhe Amazon. the Victoria Fegis, was success=Tully crown
ang flowersd for the fTirst time in 1901.3°
Sir John Robim=on, who as a representative leader of Durban Count. :
tne Matal Farliament was counted among the Durbanm and MNatal colonial
glite. racalled and recorded the Golden the most memorail
occasion of his lif=s. He, on © Maw 1327, ftogether with 2ll the aothe
delsgates at ths Lolanizl Conference of that vesr, was received by
Hee Mzjssty 2t Windsor. On this occasion he placed in her hands a
cazlet which contained the address of conoratulation from the “own o
Curban on the attzinment of her Goldesn Jubilee, Fobinsor described
the cir recepiion as follows:

"vaaa stately yvet simple ceremony, ite cracious cordiality. its

restriction to the dalepgates themsslves, anowve all. the D;irﬁ=

and dignity that invested the centersl ficurs ; W

with on2 = expecistionzs and with the occasion. c2lm a

guiet which pervaded the Castie and its pgrecinctes well befiried

the aucust cosition of its mistress. "Quesn of imnumerable

realms", fto whom “The envovs of her Empire” thus horse iha

collective and the individual tributes of their love and

homage, 29
Tr=% consciousne=ss of the Empire, of which Encland was the cenire
eecame a cruftch in the wild still had

L Ihid

a0 ! e = =y T i .. o b= & o

Rebimzon, Ime 1in —outn Africa, pp.EX¥VITII-IX.
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public hoelidav in Durban and Sunday School $reats were planned for
the snildren. The Natal Mercury. Z& and 27 HMay s, described 1t as

foliows:
"It would have dons the heart of Her Most Gracious Majesty
herself good it the roval eves could have seen in what manner the
childwas of Durban celebrated the anniversary of her natal dav.
Favoured by unmistakeable "Husen’'s . DUr rising
genaration mustared in great force, and marshalled uander their
roazpective Sunday Schoal teachers, betoank themselves to different
rend in the country, and there made merry for the day. 25

Thez cerntral streete of Durban ware a holiday appearance and the

raiiway statior was a common centre of atfraction, from where

r

The great

i}

‘haavily laden trains were to emeros all the forenecon.

N
T
-
oy
L
n
- |
1
—+

event of the day was doubtless "the united visit of the
the Sunday schoels cannected with the Weslewvan, Conorenational. and

Frzzbvierian Churchesz’, to Merebank. put mainlv under charge of

i orz Willzzam Falmer and E. Fickeripno., 4 The Foint. S WellL a=

21l the approaches %o it, were ‘gaily decarated with buntine for the
OCTas=ion. .. . Eoz2t races zand swimming competitions were the order af

the dayv and even ths ‘police were conspicuous By thelr abzence’

ditring the whole celebration.e”

HMis Roval Highnass, Prince alfred Victoriz = secord sor:,
sntared Durbar from the Berea early in Saptembsr 1840 under a 'Svivan
arc 1NE ibed ‘Helcome Raval B 48 Mavor Alswander Moclrithur am
Coucncillio-e welrcchned e Frrince, and 22 respectivel

o= Natal Mercury, Z& and Z7 May 1B80: Queen’ s Birthdaw,

& Tbid.

47 Tb1d.

48 Fussell, 0Old Durban, p.485.
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rawarded with a handshake’ . The Mavor then lef the processi:on into

‘acclamatiar of a people proud of

3
i

Sreav and West Sitrests, where the

their Britishism greetaed him on every side. 2% 4t Fislg Sirest

=1

i

I
palt
~+
B
]
.
W
a
rL.

cloth and festooned with everaorssns. ‘Welcame Frince

—_ L PR TR
od Save the Quse

. were the prominent motitoss.=°

Rilegiance to the British Crown persisted with the amalgamation o©

21l four colenies in the Union of 1910, when Sputh Africa toobk its

clace among all the other British Commonwealih states. Brigish
intTluence was nowhers more acutel Telt than in Matal, mainly in

termaritzborg, where the sirong pull of the mather

Ts orethren united,.=1

country still held 2 tavrce number of

-

SsEozration from the parent saciety thus strencthened commitment o
LT, almcst 1n the same wavy that separation from kin can sirencthen

the ties between individuals.

Fublic recognition was given to colonial leacders and heads of the

MNatal BGaovernment, for example, Sir John Fobinson an

by represenization in sacred space in Farewsll Souare. This
1llustrates how =z physical and social enviranment was created as a
ezult of the underliving values of the British settler communit

|53 2N o 1250 cpportunttlies for strenathening their culturs
identity and for its inhabitants to participate in familiar communi




DURBAN LADIES COLLEGE NEW RBUILDINGS, MUSGRAVE ROAD. . Flintu by W. D, 1
Laving of Foundation Stone by Sir Beujamin Greenacre, December 7th.
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Tezininge institutions and schools fashioned after me$ropelitarn models

[l

were orovided for the children of this colonial community. The

Sowernamant School Room a2t the corner of Fielo and Smith S4vrests was
in 1820 and was aoricinally reserved for the slemsniars

instruction of the vounce.S2 The first public sxamination wazs ha.d

=re on 2O December 185S% and &.W. Evans presented the prizes. == Ths

— -

annual examinatiaon taook pltace om 18 and 17 June 18&2, when 170
=cholares were examined in reacing, weritinog, history, grammar and
peagraphy.Z* Numarcus other government schools were also founded,
for example. the Hiris’ Model School and the Boys ' Model School (tne
latter a forsrunner fto the Durban High School, better known as DHS!,
siready foread in 15589 and the Berea High School for Girls in the
LERDs, Private tuition was z2lso conducted at home. Curine ths LE

s=veral privsasfs schools were started in Durban The Convent of the

Holy Familv, sometimes referred to as S+ Josenh's Scheoaol or simpi:

the Convent. was founded in 1873, z3nd the Durban Ypuno Ladies
Collegiate Irmstitutior, currently bknown as Durban Girls Collecs, in
IE77. =% Benizamin Gresnacre was Chairman of the Institution's

committee and alsoc dornated the land om which the =chool praszem+l
stands.®7 The Durpan Town Council from time t0 time made fraoe aifts
of walusple sites for educational purposes and contributed

B= -_L.:E“':‘:'_:! 2ty ;‘:-:__";.-"E'.

== Toid., p.43&

=a Ibid., p.4&Z=,
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hmant of a Technical Institute 1

e Sovernment and the Town Council.

Econpmic instituticons were physically expressed in built form

bankx=. btuilding spcieties, the offices of

‘turooean’ ooods.  The MNat
Tor example. was in 1824 ¢
parking instituiicn Io ceoen a brancn in Dorban. Thes Natal
Azsurance anc Trust Company were both sharehelders and ocrom
fepositaors.®® The building that ‘housed this company was des
one oF the oolonists, Jossoh Zatp, related fto Mavor 6.0, Ca
w52d an alternative facade desicon derived from the use af 1
WINGOWE . These laft littlie wall surface, leading eventuall
concentration of ornament around door and window apening, 3
arrivegd from Engiancd in the coleny w10 April 1BTSIER zag
atter thi=s srtansively used oy this Eritish community fas 1
windows. flthough thse wWas orilolinzsllv used fo
dzily markets 1o 1 Droan LCouncil felt that
croperly noussd would oparate move zuzcessful v, The Tirst
== b ar = Mioute, 1 July 1BGS, oo l-5.
= Diirmban Mawor s Min JLid LT co.B2=-17,
“e Fu 1y BR. 1BE-20,
=1 kearney, Architecture in Matal. o.ZE.

_*éﬂ Eiizza Feilden, [Mv African Homs tDurban: Greigeos, 2
DL, Zhgrezsed delichit whean alass arrived in the ~ 1__w,p+
‘22 the calico windows darben=sd + e soeony 2t

2lico windows “ENEU INe SEpaces and began to sho

wazal Mercury, 28 January 185B: Notice of Dailn

"insurance agent
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Houss was put to wuse in 1874 amd only repiaced in 1970 by e new

and storace

,_..
12

paet

Markaet Houss equippsd with a larges Market Ha
facilities.®®* &n Eatino Hauss for Africans was erected in Lueen

trest in 190346 (initiated by K. Jamescn?) and a spacious Indian Market

i

in Yictoria Street in 1710. An Overseser at the Eating House and a

HMarket Superintendent at the Indian Martet were appointed. since it

i
i

was intends=d by the ruling elite to concduct these markete purely

municipzl undertabings.*% Two ather well organised local sconamic

institu elite {(zlrzady mentioned in

Chaoters 2 and 4). were the hNatzl Chamber of Commerce created on 19
Ppucitstr 1854 and the rlatal Manufacturers Ascsociation. The namss of
=. Mchrthur (Vice Chaiemant! and R, Yause wers recorded as= Directors

ot the former in the N=tal Almanac. Direchtaory and Yesrl Fecisisr o
18T and William Arbuckls junior’'s name was recorded in 1880, %%
whereas five Mavors (A.W. Evans, Richard Vause, E.W. Gresnacre. J.W
=tranack and beoros Fayne! beszides being Divectors, also served as
Chalrmen.#” Under MNatal Law 31 of 1884 the name was changed to
Durban Chamber nof Casmsrce. The Natal Manufacturers’ Association was
formed on 11 D-+tobher 1903, It changed its name o the Matal Chamber

of Industries in 1524 ,.%8 Bopth thess institutions mlced the neads
L&A = T A )
ce g 1854-1873 ",
;_ o2 T_?r |: _______ ,- che
&= purban Mavor s Mi re, 5 7 1967 e E—tere A ) B




inezs sector of Durban anf became = strong
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fzctor in dstermining colonial legislation. In this economic svsth
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medliuem of exchange through which buying or selling of almost anvihing
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ore time could be express=sd as commitments for the future. In

1l

wider sense 1t allowed for the measurement of services agalnst

things, and promoted the flow of economic activities.®=® Althouoh

).

the British sitandard for assizing and necessary

]

Eritish currency and

N

sguipment were ocut fto u=se 2v the Durban Town Council in the 18303,

er physical—-=patisa: urban forms produced by this communityw in tha

environment were the:r dwe=llinos. More supsnsive houses

belongina to the colonial slite, such as, for =xamole. Huoh
biliesplie s mansiocn, wers bullt of locallv made brick: cheaper hpuses

of corrugatsd iron or ti1les. Merandas on Tiied with
imported ceramic tiles. Houses waera fairly largs, mostly with
verandas, =ncd without bEatheooms, Fartable baths and basins . wero
moved into individoezl badrooms for washing., Yitchans wers eithes
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IhEere wWas 2 crazs for home improvement, with peools buildino veprancas
on o The Tronts of housss, and there was 2 hio deamand to convesk
land Trom lgasekolg to freshold, initiatedg | the Durbsn T Co E
e ne leadesrshio of or William Arbucikie Sales of freek a
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ard were pooming. with £5 082 realis=sd in 1877 an2 arnokbher £4& 4B 10

I27E,7F By 1841 thatched roofs were alrsady orohibited in Zentrsl
Duroc=n. Hougses racofed with iron., presumabhly stoad in Dwirban as eariv
as 1E4%.7% Building reoulation no.77 of 18Bl stated thzft 'no

dwelling nouvse shall be erected within the ftown om anyv plot of landg

o

ant

less i~ meazurement tharn 3 500 sguare Teet.”7* 4 further impor

Figher standarcd of archiltectuare 1n the city centre. Buildinges of

-4

timoer and iren could not be created within certalin limits of the

town, unless by special consent of the Councii, and then aniy when

a0t intended for dwslling houses.”= The valus—swvetem of thi

the society was highlighted by the:ir civic

pride in keeping certain standards in the built environment of the

from

Gresnacre furiher added that suck = code
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irr force in nearly every rural disitrict in Englanc.?? Mew buiicing
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135
gvictenc=s in esrly Durban and ware heavily erifticized bw the Medical
DGf<icer in 18995, Foor wventilation and the fostering of warlous

tC1SME. These housss werse concsmnnsed
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dizsages wers among the mals ol
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== unfit Tor human habitation. uggesticns werse made by him to the

ang ceprtain amendeg
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own Council for improved building regulaticon
ng bv—taws were opassed in 1F00.7% bBuilding byv—laws zcazetied

s no. 134, 1203, reguired an apesn

W

on 1 Tecember 19032 and proclaimed

the front of new buildinocs with or without sSewsrace: an open
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=aweragse; the width 9 new =streets o Be forty fa2st at l=zast: laid

Tunicioalify prior to building cr selling the immovable oproperiv,
“rw pereson contravening this law was fo payv a penalty of £ with =

fiirther oenalty of twenty shillings per dzyv impoced for cosiponement

117G 8% By 1903 1t was proudlvy recaorded bw

Pt

bw such uw

were af more =olid construction,. the cheapeer wond anc iron buildinogs
having steadily faller in public estimz*ion .St I+t yaz founc tn=t,

2f a total of 47! new Eurgpean housza2s, ninstv-{iive ogr cent were of
Brick, 32 against eightv-cix Der c=nt of the previous VEI, Jf thaze
ool howess fo Tithras per Cent ware of fwyo storsevs 3z scairnst
toaet ty e 1~ 1804, The houses of the Indizn oopsliation
=howed = similar improwvemsnt, seeing that of a tot=: of fortv-—one new
SrliflrocE. aineEtu-bteo per ceEnt were of brici. Tho

<1 July 1ERZ: Attached Medica2l Dfficer s Feooork,
vol.Lll, noc.c4, 4 Septembsr 1900, p.8358:

o Durban Mayvor s Mipnute

.. Z1 July 1903, op.Be-i



\ funeral procession,

The guttering of the pavements is here very noticeable

with the road on a higher level.

Photo. (Copyright: Local History Museum).
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that houses, 2= ususl, formed the bulk of tThe
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eractad 2nd that vear accounted for saventy—-thres oer cant of ins=
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of Asicl.22 In 1889 the numbering of =treets or roads for houszs to

mouza delivery of lettersz was commenced by the Council!l wifh man

ionz= made by Edward Fickering. HOccupants w

reayasted “to have thair oumber ey
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d=iay as possible to the postman. 'BF
Strzet imorovements with road hsrgening 23 a form of malntsnancs nad
in the ceniral streets of Durban 1n (BSY.

the ocori and inferior of the coion was i
£i =za2d to be effectivelw hardened beitwsen 1827 and 1Za4 Dw The
Town Council. Mayor William Hartlev, being s leading merchant,
maturzlly opromoted the nargening of this road from the boundary 1lins
aof the Town Esztzate 1o the enitrance of West Stre=t, ftne most
commercial =treet of Durban, This macadamized®® rozd acised as 3
gateway from ihe iniegr-icr into Dorban and becams one of fthe firsz
oub it =
at the
pitch pinge =no

a2 inig
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+oll hBar arectaed in Durban.®S In their sfforts fo gpeed up strest
p=yving, ths Town Conncil in 1910 purchased 2 steam rollese engins anc
ztone crusher, as well as three stone trucks to ing
mzitzrial.®® Yatsring car-ts were 2iszgo constantly in use to down
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& water carts,. three box water carts and nine tane waisr

LGnother mzior vizible achievems=nit of the Town Council in sires?

ot less than tTw foeet zbowve nighwater mart within the marked
boundzr timer, =skirtinc Durbsn Bay Edo=, This brief includsed
filling zrz=a on th2 landward sigce of the wall with sang
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regilate the use of the Empankment.®® Fletcher =tarted this
== Biorvig, History of the Durban Town C il, 1554-1875 ",
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b Ibid.. p.Bb.
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in 12894, On completieon in 1202, 2t a cost of ££

m

beczme known as "Victorila Embankment . The cement retaining w=all was

sutrmounited by an ornamsntal iron ra2iling, an esplanade with an
=ichitzen fooi asphalit promenagde and an adjiacent eighisen foot
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vet another visibles achievement of the governing slite
Fezded by Mavor Ernest Leslie Acutt.®® The scermic pramenade far
p=destrians {streftching over a2 mile and a quarter), became early
Durbzn's main recreation spot before the commencement of the Gcean
Bzach Develgoments.
Some of the m=ior hotels, for sxamole. the ‘London’. in
nam=, iY noit the reality, the image of the metropolitan mosels or
which they were based, Along Foint Road, close to Fort PMatal
nErbour, the Criterion and Alexandra Hotels and Seafarers’ Cius aiso
catered for shipping associates., The Royal Hotel, renamed zs¥ter the
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A S zshed, = hotel was previowusly known as Moclonald =, afte:
its owner, the old Captain Hugh McDonald. ©On his death, his widow
carrigd on tne hotsl business opoposite tha Marbaid So are. tThouoh w

? =1 T 3 =T e i1 TE C = 3 =y
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0. & isgotiations for the trancsfer af the o
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—2E 10 the Natal bovernment in 19073, was concludad ir

2acnad on 22 March 1504,

Kearnav., Architect
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v Whnich is baszsed on the
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"he Town Gardens and the Royal Hotel beyond them on the
far right in 1870. They were laid out as an ornamental

garden and fenced in between 1560 and 1561.

Photo. (Copyright: Local History Museum).



it in March 18Z22 to Thomas

Jos
1
]
=
“ty
1]
=
1]
A
"t
n
i<
n
"
m
In
un
n
x
11
L
b
ul
r3
0
0l
]
0.
]
~h

Sz2llowayv, who, as the new owner, mads no alteration fto its

o

~lv in tarch 1857, Gegroe Winder advertisec That he had tzien gver

Mzlonald'=s 'Family and Ceommesrcial Hotei', the arvancemenf wiif

Lzllowsy having apparently fallen through, In Decembsr hz announced

that he had re-rmamed 1t the "Masornic Hotsl. o Variouszs private

meztings of Freemasons, which would have included a known member of
the zettier elite, John Humnt, had been called at "Brother Winder =

whare tney decided upon vorming & Lodge and holding their

it

mE=fings 1n the new dinipg—room offered by Winder for that curcoos

On 0 March 1BS2, William wWood amnounced that he had tabker cver ftrhe

Hotel and bu=zinsss Yrom Winder., who was to proceed to Enclanc The
notel was b then recorded a= "Wood = Mazonic Hotel 9= perc .
becoming known 2= the Rowval Hotel afier 1B&Q, 94
Membarshnip of prestigious clubs, such az the Durban Club, was mainl
patronisad by the celonizl elite who enioved extra leisure hours,
money and status. Its Torerunner was the "'Durban Suoit Cilub Founced
in June 1BED in Durban, This wattle and daub thatched dwelling
became the centre of activity for the leadineg merchants and the
cfficars at the military becam=s members.®® The same Club
2z abzorbed into the Durban Club, when in 1854 a croup of gentlemen
o¥FTicialil formed the Durbam Clutb tTor the purpose of plavin =R
s i=sgi] O0id Burban, pp.Z251-Z
o= TiEh % P o . D .
SR - A i -EE Lofa: Hristory Museum: File 372107372
S8l Hs Jah iyt - = - Tmess s
S inid. ,pp.477-8.
—= .

=1 John Mclntvre, Historyv of ths

ce.1-10: Daphne Strutt. The

Timmins, 19463), po.li-1Z,
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and as a Reading and fdews Room. ... an
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"ee Thiz first

wooden builidinmo abourt

fezt ow 20 feeik, but still with a thatched roof, and was coensd on
tih Juyne 12595 in Bmith Street (part of Erf no. &. Bloctk H whars

Morewich Union House presently stands) .7 In 1860 the Durban CIuk

was re-organized and mocdelled on the Yictoria Club in

.

=termaritibure by members of the original institution. The new

two—storevad Club Hous=, which wa

mn

a more permanent siructure. was

2535 in Smith Streset.®® Richard Vause was recordsd in

1B.E as 2 Commithes member and in 18840°% as Chairman of the Durbans
Clun Building Committee, ss well as in 1BB3 as Chairman of the Durban

Liup.*®® The presznt Durban Club building on the Bavside was
completed rn 104 anf was proudly described at the oceninag by Mauor
- 1001

J. Elli=z Brown as ‘One nof the town's most erauicite Buiidin

whole colonial period, the ‘club’ was not coen to 4fricans.
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_____ iety, such 2= n aftuli; ssionad
officers and 'ciner ranks’ in the army and cleriks., whose occupaticnal
= =soclo-aconomic status did not entitle them to assoaciate on aguzl

P a4 Strutt, Th= = 2 the Durba Elub. pp.14-18.
s B __r
b Ibid, ,.o.=1,
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&4 Auenst — nistorically the first of Durban’'s famous wWlnter
—_ o -1

mestinas Racing of the same amateur Class wWas continuv=c 2%

ivregular intarvals.©4 There was also for some years same

.. Urban transportation was organizes by th

o

qint nesr ithis Greyville racecourss. A syndicate was forme

build 2 more suitable Srang Stand. The site was acquired on leass
From caverning bodwv, the Durban Town Council. fp= the sport

b=came more tormal, the Durban Sporting Club was formed
the Durban Turt C racing under Jockey Elub rules. This
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reconstituted in 1857, with W.G. Brown as the first Chairman
STT-92,122% On the a2fternoon of 17 July 1837 a gmall Tieloc of

s=van heorses took art in a tace called the Duroan C1ub

Handicap, wrhich carried a stake of S0 soverel

Club Handicapo.

el

tar becams the Julw Handicap. which helo=s

horseracing $o become an 1ntegral part of 1ife in Durban, *©e

ulfural 1 cEndencs Tron
Eurone. o the contrary, they considered their city progressing t
the eutent that theyr coule furnish the kind of theatrs, =cori. arst
and Rign society o be fTound elszwhere in the world. TmEre waz A
carisir amount of orid Avolves 1n this cultural refinsmant arnd =2
1o4 ITood,
ro= Matal Mercurwv, May. :1924: Series: "Fionsers of Durban’.
1o E, T January 19378,




163

fmal that Durban

N

jin}

permanant theaitrz and other cultural

could mot become a

-
=

real ciftyv untii it had

institutions. The now Masonic

Hali which openec in Bardiper Sitreet in Sepitember 1841, was wsed as
premigr hall for indoor—concsris, guadrille parties, and the first
cerioups atitempise at drama in Durkban., From 1844 1t was used as 2
Count ang was in efiect the Tirst Town Halli.21°7 If was
siperseded in 1844 Dy Tthe Fisld Street Hall., where the first choral
conc2rts took placs. This hall was again superseded in 1BE% by the
Tratalosr Hzll., which bscame the Trafaloar Theatre in 18746 after

altarations and which was in Fine Strest (Terrace — more or lesz on
the Daily Newsz =zite acguired ov ths Argus Company it 1954).  The pam
2% B . Greenacrs was recorded as Precidert of the Durban
Fhi in 18BC in the Nafal 2imamaz, Directory and
Ye=rly Regicter, 108
curban’s second thaatre, the Theatre Rovsl, stood at the
orner of West Street and Berea Road and was opened on 7 Navanber
1852 during Edward Ficksring's Mayorality_ 399 Tsckeor zlso menti ionec
another fthesaire 2%t the East End in wWest Tireet, calisd ‘His
Majesty = -2
originzl O the firs
Jzozdzs of
e fackson, Music jin Durban., op.i-17.
Yearliv Fecister, 1220 Durban
i-173 Edmund Dawes.
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tre Deres Society was started in June 1BE80. holding the:ir Fooular

7, 1881 =nd 1BBZ. These wers held at firset in the

u > I
roads)
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[31]
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Paraz Conarecational Church (corner of Berea and Musarav

2

built in 1887 (where St.Thomas s Church i

im 1€BT in the Bersa Hall, i
Muzorave Road stands todavy.1!'? On warmer days in sub-tropical

Lurcan, the band-stand’ provided the venue for additional

sntertainmant in the southern part of the original Market Sauare,

whers the governino ssefttler s2lits in lEBEZ decided to lay gout an

rrhamental garden, which became known as the Town Gardsns (of which

-
'™
e
i
1l
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1)

zrewell Eouzre 13 now a part:.*'= Durpan mililiary Dands

the light during this colonial perind, praobably inspives 0w BErizish
bpands., Two voluniser bands need mentioning which, during the las
Twg dzcafes of tos 1Fth century, grew into cermansnt nsStituiions.
They were the Band of the MNatal Mounted Riflss. formes in (whi
became the Durban Mounted Fifles: and the Bancg of fthe Natal Rogal
Rifles formec irn 18E89 {(which became the Durban Light InfTan atte
18935 . These bands enterizained the public i1n the Town Gardsns and
received & suosidy from the Durtban Town Cowncil,®**=® The Folics E
cirgd Their ranks =o that in the 23 i twentle centuy chers wers
o = milit: Dznds whicn offsred free ogpen-zir concerszs, Mo=t c
tm= band concerts were now held at the beack fpront,
r —=tar o the Town Zardens was re-srecied ip 1504, 114 & TS
ras iser, L1 June 18804 fpril 188%; Jackson,
Music. in '
s **=  EBiorvig, 'Histaory of the Durban Town Council, 1954-187%°.
1= n Durban. op.95—100G,




2

,.....
-

sndz came mostiv from the Old Fort'!® in Dorban. which

o

[}
—
e
5
il
m
m

i |
ot
m

wasz occunied From 1B4Z to 1E57 hy various regiments and detachme

of the BEritish Armey. Ir 1908 the EBritish War Office leased it to the
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Du~ban Lioht Infantry and in due course fthis lea
the Lpion Defence Department. e Tme 0ld Fort Chapel, built

prigipsily 3= & magazine in 16834, formed part of the 0ld For: comelex
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Marmw of the colonial 2iitse who served in the successive municioal

h

councile recarded the beautification of the urban environment of

T L [ -1 P a3 Easd s I A P
DroCesT. Thase men were inspired by Viciorian cities in Enolanc =
Lmeds, Birpingham and Marcheshtes, which with their imprsssive Towr
kalizs and cublic buildinps siand oot as models ofF ninsteenth canturwy

scemerataed among ourgesssSs 2 shareg =snse of dianity, growth and pride

found its colionial exprescsion in Duerban, filse Civic pride or wurban
conscicusnzss ra2suliting 1o a desire to mabe Durban sitractive anc
insoiring €0 all woula ralss the stanczed of fiving. Such 2
COoMEclousEress was 2specialily spplisd in Duroan to the builiding of

oreszive Town Hallis and publiz buildinas. Dusrrban burcozsss

11 it ste ~

British iton 5 v
R 1 In az p=i =




racrgsented by Councillor John Goodricke, axprassed the desire o

Town Hall as early ag 1837.11'% "Economy ', however, still
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zshzoed tha policy of the successive Durban Municipal Councils =27 1=l
stage. Gz bhorrowing powers were increased, they became more inclin:
to spend money on such wanderitakings. A site on the Marbket Zavars =z
the corner of Bardiner and West Street was seiecited in 188D for T
building of Durban’'s first Town Hall.'%° The design of F.M. Dudaso-

{za mewiy mlpcted Fellow of the Royval Institute of British

hitecte!, was zccented out of Touwrteen designs sent in. ! Thae

“avor, wWith His Roval Highness, the

11z Fiit 1l. Bid Durban, p.3Z5.
152G i = ==k =
inuta., 31 July 18BEE, po. 17-14: ibid,.
| N R L _;-:1,_- D:‘-l—_/..
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The Addington Hospital was erected at the corner of
Hospital Road and Prince Street facing the sea in 1879.

It was first used by the Military authorities for treat

ment of the wounded during the Zulu War.

Photo. (Copyright: Local History Museum).



imztallation of arn organ dispatchsd from London. a2 Flusicz2l F= 1
was neld on 19, 20 oarnd 22 December 1894, with a larce audisncs in
attsndance. Mayor R, Jameson noted in his Mavoral ute for =74
1 ORS S

vnger much

Ssessian 1o The

daom aof nis

dencad bw the

2 local music=a:
fAoart from the new central municipal Fire Station building that was
Soensg 1n 1904, ving's Houss, Eastoorne Terrace, (thanks o Willizm
Falmer & motion in Farliament) buil®t in 1902 as the colonial
governor s Coastal residence {2 two—storey wvilla with classicatl
portico, coclomnades anc pavilion wverandas in a park—1liks sstting:, 12=

and pumarous other Fublic Buildings (af whice or)
= few z2re mentioned), were also completed durine thiz coln =

s

period. te add to the built environment of thice =cciste. he Old
Court House was completed in lB&& by Feter Fatarson, who had assumscg
the office of Colicnizal Enginesr in 1840, 12& The Ffirst Goavernmant
Rospital on thes Baveids, dssigned bv FRobert Seliars Uptom anc
Zomoleted Was replaced by Addinoton Hospital on the
bBEs =102 17 l&75, where the i1 and wounded fTrom tho Gnoplio=Tuly -
ed fT: et lo—Tuly Wa
'_'7: '% = = e
=1 Jurl 1254 ik T+ 4=
lfsame organ {with 2 few additiornal
=N City Hall and, z2lthouah no =2
(5 = g is 5till regarded as 2 o
cuitural asset to the Cit
124 c ""ja s HBal=1 I el =1 an = - ~
sunday Tripune: oot supplemant, 22 November 1792,

i
Fearme Sprmrdtas—~fFrinz i llatr=i A
rEearngy., bl w2l Ll = Y 2lat, Do o2

127 T = - v = = 3
ihid., ppi26- 45-4A. =22 illustratior
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Witm ranid oopulatiom orowth and = proportiona

actiwvi . the first Town Hall scon proved To be inadeguate 7or all
tne activities of the ruling elite. They thought i1t necessary tc
oprovide additional eoffice accommocation for the several departments.
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Telegraphis purposss Uze would bz made of that money to erect a

izrzer Hall and Municigoal Offices elseswhere. The putcome was thart

zovernment 's offer was accepted by the Durban Town Council for the
2112 and building= on 2 partion of Town Bardens. The Mawvor
anticipated in his annual Minute of 1902 that this large and costly
structurse wouwld, on completion, be arzater than the Birmingham and

T
u
=3
ki

1
et
M
I
if
bt
et
1]

3
"M
s
1]
4]l
o
il

I
2
[

m

1

b
|
J
it
N
I
il
i
A+
i
T
[
n.
u
0
1
3
0
m
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The Durban Public Library and Reading Room on the
corner of West and Church Streets, opened on HMonday,
July 7th, 1879.

Photo. (Copyright: Local History Museum).
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One of the two Bathing Stages erected by the Town
Council in Durban Bay in 1863 with the judges box for
yvacht races beyond. The bathing stages were situated

near Albert Park.

Photo. (Copyright: Local History Museum).
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pattierns ano snvironments could be maintalned, as ficrst=d o tha

undarlving valu vetem of the HBritishh settlers., It the f

point for the develooment of a coclonial culture, a culturalis

constituted benawvioursl environment. Simuitaneowusly, it functi:io
2= =2n 1ntegral part of the =ccial world of this colonizl communit
Th2 colonial city of Durban demonsirataed the mutual interactior
between man's bBehaviowr and his culturalls fied enviranment.
=0 geing this cidy, like other coionial cities, =i Tunctiones
—itisz clzs=sicsll functioned: "...they wera both matr: =2md evid
Lo The appEarancs of 2 fivilization., '®o=
i=usl o m2E DesEn included onlv fo a2 limited extent in this
=o= L EBrown. & BHistor o9f Urban America, p.23%.
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Chapter &

Harbour Improvements

The aszumption made in Ehapter 4 that physical-spatial structure has
meaning for the analysis of social structure i1s further elaborated
upon in this and succeeding chapters. The physical-spatial form of
the colonial cityv ef Burhan was affected by EBritish applied
technology. Frogress was made by sconomic—technological order. @
faw essential elements of industrial-capitalist wrbanisation provided
by the controlling British settler slite have bheen selected in this
and thes follewing chapters for further digcuszion. These
steppino-stones of progress were, for sxample, Durban harbour
impravements and introduction of railways (referred to in Chapter 4},
plus additional services such as tramways, elecirification,
telephones and sanitary i1mprovements. The economic level of wurban
development of the colonial Durban was interwoven with hthece
techneological steps to progrsss. A brief insight will be given into
how the dominant sector of British sstiler society proved that, given
facilities for transportation and a market overseas, 1%t was possible
to exploit the abundant natural resources of Natal and further a2field
with animate and inanimate energy s=curces. Ths Durban environment
wa% transfarmed by such shapino and adaptatien to new uses. The
colionial urbzn develooment of Durban has, therefore, to be seen as a

partiy planned or directed praocess by leaders of Britizsh colonial

1

Antheory Fing, ?

L.
it
ot

h2oretician of the colonial citwv, who has
developed detailed typoloagies for them (referred to in the Erefarce).

2mphasized that the urban forms of a dominant industrialising

: ting, Colonial Urban Development, p.XII.
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Western power were introduced to colonial cities of the nineteesnth
and earlv twentisth centuries, whether in Africa, Asia, or in midd
America. This has relevance for the colonial African city of Durb
Transplanted British families did represent an industrialised
Furopean colonial power in this alien corner of the globe. Durban
came to mirror arrangements in the mother country. The British
settlers who occupied the chosen geographical site of Durban did
modify its physical—-spatial appearance i1n their dominant position
with 'cCity—based control’ .® Such modifications made, were modelled
on the metropolitan city to suit the form or "level’ af social,
golitical, economic and technological organisation and development
with which thev were familiar with.

‘Technolaogy is a cultural product and political svstems depend

vpon other things, on the wvalues and beliefs of a culture and

pelitical snd economic relationship they foster with other
soCietiss,. =

(K]

“
o+
T

thi

ll'l

particular societv’s cultural values, social power and
technolooy, which appear to be the most useful variables for

h n

]
a
1
P

gredicting th n

[l

patterns within the modern citv, that is

1

cientific revolution,® the

ot

]

built upon the industrial and

u

n

and—swept

-t

1

o

t of Durban was transformed in the wake of this
revalutionary process of urbanisation into the makings of a proud

city, This was clearly partrayved in the colonial environment buil

ie

afn.

the

one

t

by the British settlers. The appearance of a colonial 'Eritish Town”

as discussed in Chapier 4, is a considered factor in the uirban

= b= Bruiine, 'The Colanisl City and the Fost—-Colonial Worid-

[ =

ln Ross and Telkamp (ed= }, Colonial Cities: Essays on Urbanism 1in
Colonial Context, p.Z3IZ,

]

= Kliina, Eolsnial Urban Development, p.2729.

“ Ibid., pp.3I0~3,
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environment and had image-making gualities.
‘The town will grow and change and may develop into a large city:
buildings will be rebuilt. If, however, the original i1mage was
well founded it will continus to aive direction and character to
its localiky. It will remain an image. The orioinal idea will

come through strongly and clearly 1n spite of discordant
buildings. This imag=, this idea, will give pleasure because 1t

: -

iz a positive coniribution to the appearance aof the ciiy.’ =

The succesding chapters elaborats further on the physical and spatial
form of Durban as discussed in Chapter 4. In a grossly
over—simplified way how the colonial s=2ttlement expressed the
physical, spatial and social forms of the industrial city which, in
turn., result from the uyse of inanimate sources of energy

steam—power. =slectricity, and, in the twentieth century. the internal
cembustion enocine, rather than man and animal power. The outcome has
been alsrsady mentioned in the Frefacs, It 1 a biend of elements:
first, that which is Westeern or colturally ‘British’; second, that

which conforms to the capitaelisi—industrial technolgical order as

applied to the local bBurban environment by the controlling British
settler elite; and, third, that which is colonial in the sense of
representing a dominance/dependence political relatianghip. Thus, in
the explanation of the sncial ang spatial structure of the South
African colonial city af Durban on the larger environment, it is
ess=ntial that the three variables, briefly summarised as culiure,

technolony and the power structure of colonizalism, which to King are

+

"inharen

in the conceot of colonialism e, are acknowledged. These

three heuristic aids as applied in furtherias an understandi of the

3
lu}

ocial structure of colonial cities

the
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a
2

~aocess ot urbaniz

1
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ware therefore also utilized in the Durban contert.

he South African Urban

= L.T. Toft, 'A Comparative Study of
Scene’, 1n Watts (ed.}, Focus on Citiss. 0.

0 ot
X

ing, Celonial Urban Development, g.x4,
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Stesamships linked the British Empire with Durban. FRailways (for
ma jotr bulk carrying, once they were fully developed by the end of the
nineteenth—century), united Durban with the hinterland and coastline
of South Africa. Durban’'s commercial importance, with her seaport
function of import and export, was, as a result, magnified.
Technoloaov has been used 1n this chapter as an heuristic aid for
studying the structure of the colonial ity of Durban. A significant
ohysical-spatial area forming part of Durban, namely the port, is
highlighted. Harbour impraovements, aided by {(British) applied
techrmnlogy, made bosgible the rise of Durban as an international

seaport.

Earlier trade, whether in wool, sugar, or in minerals, coal, diamonds
or later aold (mentioned in Chapter 1), created a small class of
wealthy men in colonial Durban and a larger class of ‘working men’.
This commercial elite were to wield great ecanomic pawer. They also
sought political power, not only in Durban as representativesz of the
Durban Town Council, but also in Durban County as representatives in

the Natal Govermment and in some sense thus constituted the topo lavyer

in colonial Durban societwv — an urban upner middle class. Thai

P
)
-
3
I}
=t
m

in administrative local and central government was always
considerable, and they were able to exert ‘influence’ and to benstit
from it. Durban was not a collection of s2parate individuals. but
nelwark of colonial elite families, each with its own histary, whao
hzd close personal relationships, through friends and marriasce
tdiscussed in Chapnter 2. They conitributed to Dorban’s arban
development by fostering stronger links with the hinterland and the

outzide world. This well-to-d0 class, who controlled the local

2conomy, shared a sens2 of grawth. Beorge Christopher Cato, who

became Durban‘e first Mayvor in 1824, and was a representative of
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Durban mercantile interests, stressed the importance, as early as
12497 of harbour improvements to improve trade. The outcome was
that a2 start was made on future harbour improvements. The Hatal
Government appointad in 18530 the first (British)! sngineer, John
Milne.® He and succescsive engineers (as will be discuss=adr, would,
with their tecnhnoleoical expertise, develop the harbour physically.
Technology (British!, so appliesed, made the necessary changes and the
physical—-spatial structure of Durban was changed. Such improvements
to Durban hesrbour gained momsntum as the nineteenth century drew o a
close. Bigger shihz handling more cargo were able safely to snter
Durban harbour by 1921G:

"The Union-Castle mail boats, several over 12 000 tons gress and

370 feet in lenagth, and the White Star liners, drawing 30 feet

and 350 feet in l=ngth, now regularly work alongside the wharf

and experience neo difficulty whatever in enterino or leaving the

harbour. "%
‘Harbour change’ took place in this colonial period in three stages.
These changes were defined by the problems which hampered the
shipping trade and efficizncy of the harbour {(more water aepth,
wharfage and later repair facilities). These became a ruling
canzideration. The first stage saw the development of a tidal
scouring syskem (coupled with dredging) to solve the problem of the
Slozked-—up harbour entrance, which restrictad shipping movements in

2ng out of the harbour. PBigger shics needed deeper water to enter

burtan harbour safely, barth comfortably, off-load, and leave again,
How successive empinsers have dealt with the sand problems of Durban
- i i . e .
L. Heyds=nrych, Fort Natal Harbour, c., 1850-1897° in Guest
- 77, pest

and Sellers (eds 1}, Enterptize and Evploitation in =a Mictorian
Colony, p.i9. |

s DO.F.F. Horwood (=d.), "The Port of Purban ', MRS, 15, (Durban
Departmeat of Economics, University of Natal, 1949, p.f. ,

=2 Tatlow, Cescriptive Guide, p.ZB.
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harbour to achieve a deepwater trade has been extensively covered by

Owen Horwood ‘The Port of Durban ' *© and bucille Heydenrych "Fort

Matal Harbour, c. 1B50-1897°,'* and will be only briefly discussed.

The second stage was characterized by certain problems attendant upon
the growth of the harbour, notably by the need to improve the
situation of a lack of proper inner-harbour (berthage) facilities for
landing cargo and passengers. An attempt has been made in this
chapter to provide only a brief glimpse of such improvemenis made in

th

m

colonial period. The sand problem was supposedly solved in this
opericd, but that ongoing dredging and maintenance of the piers are
still in fact constantly undertaken, is commonly known. The period
of camplacency during which colonial Natalians could congratulate
themselves on having finally solwved their harbour entrance problem,

Was

fm

lativelw brief. As the volume of trade increased., congestion

s

of sz2a traffic was experienced inside and outside the harbowr, due to

the lack of adeguate berthage facilities.

The third stage included changes made te DurbBan harbour to meet the

competitive challenge of other harbeours which offered repair
zZilities teo damaged ships. This service was mainly introduced in

the last decades of the colonial period (an ohnooing process in the

post-colonizai perindl, and will be only bBriafiy mentioned. The

marvels of engineering started to solve some nf the technical

orcblems hampering trade These problems were serious enouch, but
#era more easily solved than the rivalries of paliticians. which

2te Ccontroversies over Durban

1o Horwood, 'Fort of Durban’, pp.5-15.

11 L. Heydenrych, ‘Fort Natal Harbour ', in Buest and Sellers

teds }, Enterprise and Exploitation in_a Victarian Colony, pp. 1&6-45.
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harbaour. This was especially the case in the period dealt with by
£.5. Hobson's "Tha Effect of Durban Harbour on Natal's Folitics,
1874-1898 ,*2 as well as in the last decade of the colonial

period. This aspect will be referred to only.

That the transition or expansion of this harbour on the eastern
coastline of South Africa, from shallow lagoon to deepwater harbour
in just over half a century, allowing bigger ships to enter, happen=d
despite these controversies, has to be appreciated within the
historicai context of an evolving trade. Where people went, trade
fnllowsed and people were, after all, the levers of change. With ths
pradominantly British permanent settlement®™® in this ageographical
area of Natal from the mid-nineteenth century, the ball was set
rolling far the development of this seaport-city and harbour alike.
British trade,*®* following the settlemant of the 1 204 Whites by
i254*= (when Burban achieved town status),*® brought the overseas
market closer. Steam communication had been opened betws=en England

and the Cape, wrote Seorge Russell in History of Gld Durban in

1B5Z,*7 from where mails and passengers weres braought on te

12 E.5. Hob=on, 'The Effect of Durban Harbour on Natal’

Folitics., 1874-1B%E’° (unpublished EB.A. Hons. essay, University of
T?ﬁal,.Fletermarit:purg, 19413, pp. 1-3. See Horwood ‘Fort of
Durban pp.7-15: L. Hewvdenrwvch "Fort Natal Harbour’, in Buest and
Ezllers (gegs ', Enterporise and Exploitation in a Victorian Colony,
Bo. 22-3%.

1. Falmer Forty Years in Matai. p.S; Hatterslev., The Matal
Settlers 18B49-1851, p.3%5; The BEritish Settlement of Matal, p.319.

i S=e Appendix J: Table 3 % &. as taken from Horwood “FPort of
Durban', p.128.

. Natal Mercury, 7 June 1BS4. Dther races were anly included
in the census taken aftter 1B&R. )

e Ibig., T May 1BS4.

17

Fussell, 0Old Durbarn, p.134.
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Dusrban.

‘. _.as the trade increased, direct wvessels, brigs and schooners

of the Douglas, Mazeppa, Gem, Resebud, or Wanderer types, tan
regularly between Cape Town and Fort Natal. Emigrani and oiher
ships direct from England also brought mails... '8
George Cato'® and Edward Snell le=d the way in fostering a coastal
trade at the time.=° Snell even had the first steamer built on the
foreshore of the Bay in 1BSZ2, between Acutt Street and Beach Walk.
It sailed under the British flag. This schooner, christened by his
wife with her own name, ‘bLeontine Mary’, and registered in Fort
Flizabeth as of ZE tons capacity, {(since Port Matal was ncy 2 port of

registry), made many successful trips along the coastline ang sven %o

Mauritius.=?

John Millar = Company had a warshous= on the western side of Durban’s
Market Squars {approved of by thz MNatal Government on 1 MNovember
18323, built in 1854 "for the Deposit of Goed=s in Bond aty this Fort ',
‘without payment of duty’ == FMillar also initiated the first
consignment of a full return cargs on the scheoorner, 'Eiren’; the
first wessal to leave the harboor on 5 September 1855 inaded with

colonial producs far England.?®F The 'Giren’s cargo gave s gensral

uw

exhibition of the resources of Natal (estimated worth £i0 S574)., The

largest item was wool, of which there were 4i4 bales. Also
e Ib1id.
12 1] avartn fGaorae : - A . - .
Levarton, beoroe Chrisztopher Catg’. in Dictiocnary of Sauth

african Biograghy, Z, Pp.124-7,

=o Fussell, 0ld Durban., pp.138-9%.
= Ibid., p.15%.
== NBE, vol.V, no.234, 8 hNovember 1853: Bonded Warehouse.

4
W

Russell, 0Old Durban, p.251.
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included were six tons of ivory, and a large guantity of wood,
tallow, hides, arrowroot, a sample shipment of MNatal sugar and some
misceallianeous nroduce, The historical occasion was appropriately
caelebrated with a dinner on board on 28 August at which the settler
elite of the town were well represented.
“vh.John Millar, Esg., the senior partner aof the firm of the
Agents and Consignees of the vessel, presided over the
festivities of the occasion and, besides the body of merchantsg,
the Resident Macistrate of the County of Durbanj; His Worship the
Mawvor., and the Fost Master Beneral. "=+
The "Sirern’, which made a return voyage from England on 1 Auqust
1834, discharged and reloaded with a second full colonial carao
walued at £9 000 for London, but had to wait five days befares she
could depart, because ‘the Bar was pronounced too rouogh to
trossz. 'F%  Such delavs time and again accentuated the necessity of

wpgrading Durban harbour's facilities for shipping.

Improvements made to Purban harbour to accommodate a grawing trade
has also to be appreciated in the light of a growing population, with
numbers swelling through natural increase, migration and
impigration. A total population count of 4 45T for Durbap in 1862,
showsd 2 557 Whites, 1| 597 Africans and 1537 Asiatics (the Coloured

.

populzation was counted with the fisiatics, ) The count would reach the

ficure of &4 &8% by 1910, which included all races.2e This growin

T}

pooulation, who clustered in the port city of Durban., and who

i
m

|
il
it
[}
Il}

d this avoiving trade, made Durban harbgur ‘s intermadiary

wnotion, acting az: the interlocking economic and s0c1al connection

=4 Thid.
== lhid., p.ZB4.

&

See fAppendix J: Table 73 and b.
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between Eritain and Durban, workable, and thereby they also naturally

fostered greater cultural and political ties with Britain.

With the appropriate siting of the embryo town of Durban adjiacent to
the harbour, arteries of roads and rails would develop with the port
as terminal point. From the landing site at the Foint, a Ccarrier
svstem for the transport of people and goods to the central marketing
area would develop — an original connecting link of Smith Street with
the road to the Point. This carrier system would include railwayvs,
tramwavs, Dmnibus; a ricksha service and ovwagons as principal modes
of transport. Foint Road, as a result, was to become so congez=ted

that an alternative Quayside Road was ogpensd in 1201.27 Some of the

traffic burden was hereby relieved.

Transportation to and ftrom the harbour became as vital as loading ana
wnioading of the ships. Transport and Durban harbour improvements
can therefors not bs seen in isolation. Thi=s link of sea trade with
land trade that the harbour provided acted as a faorm giver to the
caolonial port city of Durban’s townscape and unified Durban harbour
physically with the townscape. It was after all in the harbour’'s
improvement and conseguent expansion, initisated by leaders in settler
society and carried out by enginesrs with technnlogical supertise,
That the town of Durban’'s fofure law. The colonial city of Durban

hhaz oeveloced mainly bhecause of its port. The uncertain harbour

1l
14

[

nd lack aof bherthing space made improvements, as mention

befo I = - Thea 3 - ) g 1

efore, necsscary. ithe problems were tackled 1n piecemszl fashion
= 1 - 3 e v ] 3

o ) CSeitFlgurE = Sge MNEG, vol.lLIII, no.291, 9 March 19011

Charles Crofts L E = retar ini - .

Ean el Crotte (C - _to u?cre.a';. Minister of Land and Works,

2652159017 1ibid., sp.859-4A0C: D.LC. Dave. fActing Enaineesr) to

= e CRN ’ . -

Facretary, Ministsr of Land and Works, 2/ PA1: ibi 3

b a kS, 2/6/1%0Q1; ibid., pp.10533-4,
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and port facilities were upgraded in accordance with the reguirements
nf trade. Attainment of a depth of 10,8 metres by 1709, which
aliowed bigger ships of heavier tonnage to enter the harbouwr, was an
achievement and stepping stone to progress. British engineers arded
by te=chnology, were responsible for physically changing Duriban
harbour, making it possible for a deepwater sea trade to be
succe=sfully conducted here. This transition in the colonial period
haz been divided into outer evpansion (piers or breakwaters/dredgers!

®

and inner =xpansion of Durban harbour (berths/wharfage facilities:!.

The outer expansion of Fort Matal can be divided into the first three

decade

n

, namely from 1B30-1880, and the last three decades,
1EBO-121G. The first three decades involved three main engineering

igures, namely, John Milne, Capt. VYetch and Jonathan Coode. John

by

ot

Milne, a Bcottish engineer, was of the opinion that the true mode of
improvement was to alter the shape of the harbour.®® He initiated
the idea of a pier system. Thiz would protect the harbour from its

southern exposure to the wave action of the open sea and at the sanme

Tern

n

time divert the littoral gsand drift, which still plagues the Ea

N

paztline of South Africa.®* The harbour enftrance would be

1]

ufficiently narrowed by taking this precavtionary measure to

ul
&l
{

concentrate th

iy

tidal scour action (ebb—tide) into a more manageabie

chann=l, which of course would resduce the Bar. By emploving the

=a GH Z4: no. 84: J. Scott to Newcastle, Secsr
Hovember 1857, Enclosure, Fort Natal, Memorandum a
and Documents forwarded by Colonial ﬁffice. July i
Gensral Data Furnished by John Milne, C.E., pn.ﬁ—lg.

== South African Fano

2=t

the Barl, po.27-41.,

W
2
I

February 19545 (The Battle Against
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natural force of the ebb-tide™® through building these permanent
structures, a deepwatsr harbour entrance would be safeguardedc. Milne
did not manage to build his short Scuth Fier and managed to complete
only a short section of the North Fier before his dismissal in
1P58, =1 He had become the first victim of the cantraoversial
viewnoints en Durban harbour which existed among Matal Government

politicians.==

The BEoard of eight Commissioners, with wide powers, formed and

enacted by Ordinance 2 in March 18535 for better regulation and

ohviously also dominated by the

1t

improvements to the harbour==F wa

coionial elite, and included, for esxample George Cato, who served as
Commissioner in his capacity as Lloyd = Agent from 1852 (on and off
till 1B8%0Y.=2 He functioned as Commissiconer in his capacity as
LDurban's Mayor for the second term in 1855, (He returned to the
Council and remained & Town Louncillor till 1BA0 when he

==

resigned) . Cato had the power, in accordance with this Ordinance,

to appoint two Councillors. Thiz decree, Ordinance 3, was repnealed

xo t. Heydenrych “Fort NMatal’', in Guest and Sellers {ed= 1,
Enterprise and Exploitation in a2 Victorian Colony, pp. 19-20;
wssell, Old Durban, pp.26&60-1. '

=1

S=e Figure 4. Horwood, 'Fort of Durban’, p.7; Russell, Qid
Durban., pp.2&0G—1.

== Hohson, "The Effect of Durban Harbour on Matal Folitics,
1874-16922", p.7Z: Matal Mercury. 1& October i9237: Durban’'s First
Atftempt aft Sand Control,
b 1BES: Ordinsnce Mo, . 185S:
£54: Draft Ordinance. See
in Dictionarv of South African
= , R C X
- Scencer, Briticsh Settlers, voal.4, po.57-~9, Cato was

apvolinted Lloyd ' = Agsnt an 17 June 1B50,

== Ieid.
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bv the binding injunctieon of Law no.?, 1841F¢ and the Natal
Government then euxercised full powers 111 1877. By Law no.13, 1877,
zn electead Board of Commissioners was created, with the name of ine
‘Harbour Beoard of Natal’', again with wide powers.™7 Cato as Fort
Captain (t1ll 1B72Z and again in 1BB1!3® served as Commissioner for
many vears. Law No.29, 1880, constituted a new Harbhour Board reduced
to seven Commissioners, which repealed all previous laws. The Natal
Government then appointed four Commissioners, the Durban Town Courcil
two and the Fietermaritzburg Town Council one.3® Fram 1875 to 1837,

Catno also served as Member of the Legislative Council.=e

The services of Captain Vetch with George Abernethy as Resident
Enginear, financed by British capital,®?* were emploved in the
18695, George Cato’'s enthusiasm for improving the harbour led him

mistakenly to advise the Matal Government to accept Yetch' s

scheme.*® Vetch, the second appcinted enginear, also bel:eved in a

-XITI, Po.&70, 27 August 168461, p.333: Law
18413 ibid., wvol.XIY, na. 497, 4 March 1B&Z, p.37: FPreclamation.

== Ibid., wvel.X¥XIX, no.i1&77. 20 November 1877, p.1&77: Law
no. 13, 1877 ibid., wvol.XXVIII, no. 137G, 29 Febroary 1874, pp.145-4:
Froclamatiop. - -

=8 —Dencer. British Settlers, vol.4, pp.5S7-9,

=

ot Matal Witnsss, S December 1881. The Board laste
with Harry Escambe the driving force bshind Durban’

L%,

rfevelcopment. See L. HE’dEﬂPyCh "Fart Me+a“. in Guest and
‘ads .

'y Enterorise and Exploitation in a Yictorian Colony,

pp.7—8,. Lisutenant—-Govarnor
Tar Harboor Works in London in

£di. 3 = . e '+ in Guest and Sellers (eds
Enterprise and Exploitation in a Victorian Colony pp.2%-5
LE | L] - -

k

a= Lavarton ’ i = ~ T ‘ : . -
g LS :r, quarge Ehristopher Catc, in Lictionary of Soutn
Biograpnhy, 2, = The haml - . )
e 'lb - e 2y o.127. The hzarbour alag acouired a port boat
1 1 s n oS : . ,
20 been speclally built under Cato’s Persanal supervision.
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pier system.?* He started his North FPier more or less opposite
present-day Addington Hospital, while his South Fier was to lead out
from Cave Rock on the Bluff. The scheme was abandoned after four
vears due to default by the contractor.?? With an improved
financial climate after a major economic fluctuation during the
mid-sixties caused by exbraordinary political, economic and sociai
events within snd outside the borders of MNatal,®= more
unnecessarily costly construction on the harbour was undertaken in
1270 by the Natal Bovernment to implement VYetch's scheme, but without

a9 &

sucte

u

Jonathan Coode, who was the third of the appointed British enoinears,
fiad proposed a continuation of the pier system.?” This met with the
obstructionism of the wvoung lawyer, Harry Escombe, who for many wears

actead

v

s solicitor to the colorial elite making up the body of the
Durban Town Council. Escombe, then at the start of his political
career, pointed out that Coode was a money—spinner in contrast to

himself, whc was 2 saviour, praventing wasteful expenditure, s

= See Figure 4. See Daily News, 13 September 1354 (The Storwv
of Veich’'s FPier); HNatal Mercury, 14 October 1937 (Cameas of Durban
History); Durbsn Local History Museum: Files 547-54797: Raiiwavs,
Harbours, Bridoes znd Engineering: George Thompson A Faper on the

Lurbhan Bar Problem’, 7 December 1891, The latter, also an enginssr
o o [ . r l-' ) iy
Vetch's idea of a Scuth Breakwater extending from Cave Rock
r ’ - o o _..-’
ng that it "weould not have had =o much finality about it as
ent South Breakwatsr has... .
o . = ~ .
- BH 1215, np.4i: Scoti to Lardwell, 10 Decombar 18448
4= h, 1 ¥
The Matal Almanac. Pirectory & Veariv Register, 1847 p.IIX
is 7y LEIE.
& Horwood “Fort of Durtan, p.8,
a7

See Figure 4. L. Heydenrych, ‘Foprt Natal’, in Buest and

Ca1 = (oA , ; . L= e
sellers {(eds 1, Enterprise and Exploitation in a Victorian Colonvy
pp. 24—, —
=] 1 - H _ :
Ibid.; Hobson ‘The Effect of Durban Harbour on MNatal ‘<

Folitics, I874-1898°, pp.EB-14.
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Harwood wrnts in "Port of DBurban’ that there waz some untair comment

=

brought to bear against Coode. For instance, a colonial engineer was

to point oot ten years later

’ that Coode’'s charge would have been inclusive, whereas 1

s seemed to maks an endless demand on the Treasury. It 1
also true that some of Coode’s ideas were ridiculed by the sa
people who later adopted them. 4%

Horwood also speculatively wrote:

There ware also vested interests which opposed improvements, such
a5 the contractors who off-loaded vessels outside the Bar and
conveyed goods to the wharf in lighters, by no means cheaply, and
landowners who fsared they would lose property by hacbour

extensions. '5°

Such =pecuiation is of interest and invites comment. While a few

oents mav have made money, 1t was obvious that greater profif weould

w
i)

L

come with =2 larger volums of trade and this depended on harbouar
improvement. Some of the colionisl slite who owned property in this
valuablie area of Addington should be mentioned, for example, Harry
Escombe and Mawvor John Micel.=' Other Mayors whe had 1nwvested as
2arly as 1BS53 in property leading to the Foint in this Eastern parst
of town, were G.E. Cato, Willlam Falmar, Savery Filrnsent and Slexander
McArthur.== Frpoprietors E. Fickering, W. Arbuckle, jnr., &.W.

Evans, H.H. Currie, Edward Snell, nephew to sx-Mawvor E. Snall, as

w
mn
i
font
[N
in
o+

he business alliance of Hunt, Leuchar

1

and Hapburn, owned

large zections of this developing area recorded as “Foint Road
s Horwood "Fort of Durban, p.9.
=o Ibid,
=3 NBEG: Supplement, wol.XXXIII, ne. 1872, B March 1831:
Yaluztion Roll of Durban Borougoh 1877, po. 1&2-B3

== MNatal Mercury, Z4 January 1855: Valuation List of Rateable
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Extansion .= Also E.L. Acott and W.E. Robarts jointly owned land

n

in Erskine Terrace.=4

Two sxamples recorded in 1850 of Landing Agents with vested interest
in lighters or surfboats which off-loaded ships outside the bar and
brought in the cargo were G.E. Cato and J.F. Kahts.™= Lato was

known to sncourage improvements. CafD and kahts (as mentioned 1in
Chapter 4) alzso became the first Agents in Durban who established an
Insurance Company (the Matal Fire Insurance and Trust Company!, on 11
April 1849, Cato was the first Manager.®* Another Marine Insurance

Company Agent recorded, was William Falmer. He thanked °“the

5]
oy
mn

mercantile community for their support and confidence during the
three years’, (i.e. from 1842).%7 Those recorded in 1879 wers
Bzllarnce and Goodliffe,™ William Falmer, and E. Snell in We=st
Street.5% as well as the companies recorded in 1200 of J.
Goodliffe, and again of William Falmer and Son.®° Theses iMayors or
Councillors, who gained benefit from the risky situation ships farced

in entering Durban harbour, or at outer anchorage where they were

== NEG: Supplem=nt, vol.XXXIIL, no.1B7Z, 8 March 18B1;
Valuation Roll of Durban Borough, pp.1&2Z-83: See Natal Mercury, =4
December 18B4; hNatal Advertiser: Supplement, 8 October 1BR&4, Z4

October 1879, and 1 September 1909, |

hid MSCE 19/4: Deceased Ectate aof Wililiam Robarts, 1903;
included Inventory and Appraisement, 1917,

=5 Fussell, 0Oid Durban, p.24.
- T T £y Ee e R s
& MGG, vol.VI, no.ZB5, 30 Mavy 1854: Natal Fire fszsurance and
Truszt Company.,
= Thiyd vl LK IV TR i :
_____ r VOLLAKAELV, NO.IOH. 4 Gepitember 1864, p.3ISe.
=8

The Natal Gimanac Directory and Yearly Register, 18BG:
Commercial Directory, pp.345-4&6. ,

= Ibigd.

eo Ibid.. 120z Trade Directory, pp.3460-44.
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expased to heavy seas, ocbviously made hay while the sun shane. The
situation deteriorated to such an extent that even freight charges
and the rate of insurarce 1n these garly y2ars were mare than that

~haryed between Britain and the Cape. =?

'Durban's outer anchorage soon acguired the reputation of being a
graveyard for ships. Mo fewer than 44 ships were bhlown asho
Durban’'s Sauth Beach between 1B45 and 18BS. "=

Mayor William Hartley made his fortune with peppercorns from a

z=hipwreck off Addington®™® (as mentioned in Chapter 3). He next

started up as a saft goods merchant and opened the Durhan Bank as a

proprietor in 1RBL2.4% This does not imply however, that the few

2g2nts who made 3 killing when opportunities presented themselwves
were against harbour improvementg on which obviousely a larger volums
of trade depended and which would in the long run prove ta be more

profitabhle,

These first three decades, nevertheless, highlighted Milne 's idaa of
a4 pier system 235 a permanent structure for the outer expansion of

Fort Natal. Hereby natural forces, namely ths ebb-~tide, would be

used to scour away the sandbar that was blocking the harbour

entrance. DOaly the start of Milne s Morih Fier (less than 150
“1 L. Heydenrych ‘Fort Natal', in Buest and Sellers (eds i,
Entsrprise and Exgloitation in a Victoriar Colonv. o.2%.
e Ibid., o.12,
1ld Durban. pp. 195-4,
18 MNovember 1842, p.4B4: .

3
: In Dictignary of South &frican
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metres), however, was originally included in the further outer
expansion of Fort Natal. In the last three decades of the colonial
periogd maior development would see the completion of the ouwter works,
az well as major improvements to the inner harbour (berthage,

wharfage), and a start made with repair facilities.

Despite the slow commencement of harbour works in the earlier periag,
economic arowth (as mentioned in Chapter 4}, was still evident in the

increasing trade conducted through the port, valued at £51 O0% in

W

1847 and £423 000 in 18460 and at £3,2 million in 18BO., After 1847
when the North coast was linked by rail to Durban harbour, sugar
zuports 1ncreased and were valued in 1BBC at £215 00D, a guarter of
the total wvalue of Matal’'s exports.®® More job opportunities for
the Durban population were provided by such economic growth. This

862 to 14 208

b=t

had increased from 4 443 (including 2 S&7 Whites: in
(includipg 7 434 Whites) in 1881. Durban had bv then bscome the

third largest city in southesn Africa.<+

The newly constituted Harbour Board formed in 188147 was endowed

with wide powers and had land which could be leased at Addingtan., %h

m

Foint and the Bluff. All remnts and revenue acguired by them from
these landz were to be applied "for the improvement af the Fart and

Hartbour of Matal .2 The ‘Coloanial Auditor was virtualilw

% nristopher, ‘The Natal Coastal Be
PE.3-11; Richardson, "The Matal Sucar Indus
interpretative Essay’, in Guest and Ssllaers
Exploitstior in 3 Victorian Colen « Pp.1B81-

es Se= Appendix J: Tahla S.

4 N ! i = i

NG5 . ﬁTL.)KEIII, no. 1867, 11 January 18281, pp.21-2: Law

] = R=i=Tg < s - * B : LT o 7
...... LEE0. SeEs L. Hevdenrvch, Fort Matal’, in Guest and Sellers

leds 7, Enterpri wplod i j i -
) arerprise and Expleitation in a YVictorian Colony, pp.3C—1.

“= Teid.
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axrluded from contrel of these funds. '+° Socme critics even remarked
that ‘all the fishes in the Bay had to get a licence from the Harbour
Board to swim about. 7° Not only was Harry Escombe elected Chairman
of the new Harbour Board, but members of the governing settler elife,
namely Mayor William Arbuckle, two Durban Councillors {(plus one from

Fietermaritzburg), as well as G.C. Cato as Lloyd'=s Agent, were also

elected.

The Harbour Board appointed Edward Innes, another Scottish encinser
and sx-pupil of Jonathan Coode, in September 1881. With the backing
of Escombe, {(who, with vested interssts in the shipping trade, took

I3

Fort Matal s development very seriously),”* Innes was permitied,
anabled by sufficient funds raised by the Harbour Board. to advance
the outer works which coped directly with the Bar i1tself.”= The
Legislative Council, despite criticism fraom thes BEritish Government,
supnorted the Board and ‘sancticned the spending of £73 002 on
harbour works within the first three years of its existence. "7 The
labour force alone amounted to more than &00 by 1EBZ.72 Backing by

the Natal Government was a foregone conclusion, considering that manv

of Durban’'= prominent leaders wers Memberz of the Legizlative

D
—
m
~l
n
DT}

2l

[l

Councily for example, William Hartley was slscted in

Horwood, ‘Fort of Durban’, p.ic

7= Ibi1d. 5See Figure 4. Se= Durban Local History Museum:

1 . Harbours, EBEridges and Enginsering: WVisual
material aof the piers, wharves, % general

T
2
s
)]
ij]

Views

v L. Heydenrych, ‘Fort Mztal'. in Guest and Sellers (eds )

Erterprise and Exploitation in a Victorian Colony, p.32

aa

ki Ibid.
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and served on that body wuntil 18923, [Overseas he championsd the Natal
colionists against adwverse British criticism 'by claiming that the
underdog in Natal would never be badly treated. 7S William Arbuckle

junior was elected to the Matal Legislative Council in 1884 a= the

representative of Durban County but because of business commiiments
did not retain his s=2at for lone.”® Benjamin Breenacre was first
returned to the Matal Legislative Council 1in 1877, and with J.
Rotbinson and H. Escombe represented the Durban constituency on ang
off for seventeen years, on two occasions being returned withoot
cppasition to the Natal Legislative Council. Greenacre retired from
active paolitical =service only at the end of the first parliament, in
1B9Y7.77 George Fayne was also elected to the Legislative Assembly

L e

for Durban Borough and became Treasurer in the Ministry of A. Hime in
February 19C¢Z2,7° along with Seorge Cato, mentioned before, who
served as the representative member of the Durban Borough on the

Legislative Council from 1B75 to 188Q.7% Frisr to this date,

I

William Field served on the Legislative Council from when he was

returned as the Member for Durban County in the election of June

l

L

15§71, He ==tained his =eat in the 1873 election and remaining as a

41 = - . 3 o ¢ 5 5 - F & =
Leverton, "William Hartley', in Dictionarv of South Bfrican

7 Leverton, “(Siry William Arbuckle’, in ibid., I, p.Z=Z%

T
‘'stem of Responsible Government he was nominated ta

*liament, and wunder th

ast of Treasursr till

i
e
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lative Coun
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far Matal affairs. Hi= Lo N ooos
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Levartaon, ‘Gearas Favne’, in ibid., I, pp.&T7-8.

Spencer, Briitish Settlers, vol.4, p.57
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member until the election of October 1E77.%° As previously

mentioned in Chapter 4, Anthony King in Colornial Urban Development,

stressed that there was rarely in the coloniasl city an urban

anagement problem, as planning authority and vested interests were

3

one and the same thing.=?

The use of dredgers, introduced in 1884,.9% in conjunction with the
piers, was regarded by successive enginesers 1n these last three
decades as the solution to combat Fort Matal’'s sand problem. By the

tres

time of the untimely death of Innes in 1887. a depth of .23 m

im

had been attained at the harbour entrance.®= Consolidation of the

0]

calonial port city of Durban’s position as the "domipant urban centre

1]

of MNatal '@ (referred to in Chapter 4) came with the discovery of
gold on the Witwatersrand in 1884, as sxtensive railwav development
(referred to in Chapter 7) linked Durban harbour with the mining
tow-s.,

‘While shipping in th2 port had dropoesd to only 285 in 1884, it

i

rose to 3232 in 18B%. Moreover, the number of sailino-shins of

small tonnage increassd and, 1n consequence, importz= and customs
sha

=o Ibid., vol.&. p.125,

. Fin

D

« Colonial Urban Development, op. 30—5&,

e Ibid., p.34; Tatlow, LDescriptive Suide, p.320; MNatal HMercury.,
27 June 1935 '

= Horwood., 'Fort of DRurban, o.ll.

=2a T.J.B. Fair, 'Durban - lis Sphere of Influsnce as a Fegional
Capitail’, in ZSocuth African Gecarachical dourpnai, 31, Dp. ¥0-2 )

as im = } j

L. Hewvdenrych "Fort Natzl ', in Guest and Sellers, (eds ),

Enterprise and Exploitation in a Victorian Colony, p.37
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4 amount of £140 GO0 raised wnder Loan Law No.Z3 of 18B7 was
allocated mainly to harbour and railway works.®+ The increase in

revenus fram the railways alone, which became the largest source cof

-1
It

'S to

ot

Matal Bovernment revenue, contributing £745 703 from July 18
June 18%94,97 stimulated major expansion of the ftown and harbour

with a predominancs of British trade—-share.®® The Durban population
count at Union of &9 1652° (as mentioned before in Chapter 47 made

Durban not only the most densely populated town con the Natal coastal

N

be2it (many were founded as company towns, such as Tongaat),®® but

leo allowed it to be closely compared as a port city to, in

1]

particular, the part of Cape Town.®*

After the death of Innes, his deputy, C.J. Crofts, carried on with

harbour improvements until the appeintment of Cathcocart W, Methven in

~h

1889, Methven continued the work of lnnes in the same ashion,

T
i
I
L
i
)
1
L)
11

evcept for much further extension of the MNorth Fisr, ®2

2 sfrong dislike to him and begsan to advocate a policy of dredging

it

1}
Nl

only.®* Methven w not opposed to dredaing; however, he was of ths

opinion that without extending the North Fier o auvoment tidal scous

8= H. Heydenrych, ‘Railwayv Develoomznt in Natal in 1895°. in
SuEst 2nd Seliars, (2ds ), Enterprise and Explcitation in a Victorian
Enolc pPo. &2-3, o

el See Appendix J: Table 5 and &,

e S22 Appendix J: Table 3. See Durban Mayvor 's M tes !
Julv 1911, p.277 T e e

e See fAppendix J., Tahle B.

e Ibid., Table 2.

o - L = ’

Harwood. Fort of Durban’, pp.11-13. Ses Figure 4,

*x ; = T

e Ibid.; Hobson "The Effect of Durban Harbour on MNatal's
Folitics, 1B74-1298°, pp.3I7-40.

v
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dredging would merely praserve the state of affairs.®* The result
of this disagre=ment was the dismissal of Methven in 18%4 — a highly
competent engineer who became ancther victim of hatal harbour
ponlitics. The Escombe-Methwven affair played straight into the hands
of the Dpposition and consequently led to the foldiog up of the
Hzrbour Ecard in 1894 when Escombe resigned. The whole controversy

would sventually contribute ta the fall of the Escombe goverament in

Matters did net really changs drastically when the Harbour Eoard
folded up in 1824, A Farit Advisory Board took over harbour
matters.®* with Benjamin Gresnacre and G=orge Payns as prominent
members. The Natal Government under the new leadership of Henry
Binns, an ex-enginesr. called upon the advice of the EBritish

consulting engineers, Sir Charles Hartley and Sit John Wolfe Barew.

They favouwrsd extension of the outer works. 7

e

petition dated ZE

u

April 190Z was drawn up by reprecentatives of steamship companies

,...
L

trading fto Matal, wrging the Natal Government 0 proceed at oncea
the harbour improvements, =25 recommended by the two sngineers,
Hartley and Barrv.®®2 Charles Crofts was to carry out their advd
Thase two enginsers basically sgresd with Methven s ideas of

sngthenting the piers and suppismeniing theses measurses by dredainc

74 Ibid.; Durban bLocal History Musswm: Files S47-54797:
Railwaws, Harbours, Bridges angd Engineseing: Natal Harbour Board

i
Documents in connection with the cass of Methwven wersys the Calopial

ws Hobson, ‘The Effect of Durban Harbour on Matal s Politics ',
Peis L..Heydenrych "Fort Matal’, in and Sellers (eds @,
Entergrise and Exploitation in 3 VYictorian Colony. pPPp.35-%.

i Matal Mercury, 1| November 1350,

7

Horwood, ‘Fert aof Durban’, p.14,

See Appendix § and Figure 7.
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The big difference was that they believed that the Morth Pier should
have a northward curve,®® which was completed by Crofts in 1204,

bringing the length to 1 245 metres.*®® This notoricus ‘Cant to the

MNorth Fier’' was removed in 1240,1°! and the South Fier was extended
bevond the MNorth Fier, a principle in which Innes believed. The
South FPier extension was, in the meantime, completed in 1907 by
Crafts, with a then shorter length of 792 metrecs.*®® The harbour
gntrance was with this naorthward curve even further narrowed from =44
matres to 183 metres. ?S Further extensions to these outer works,

as mentioned

y

bowve, were conducted in the post-Union periad. More
successful results were seen from the outer expansion of Fort MNatal,
with ths importation of more dredgers.?®*©? The MNatal Governme: i

acted at the instigation af prominent ftraders, such as A.H. Rennie,
successor to Cats as Lloyd's Agent, who canvineed them of fne urgency
of a oreater depth at the entrance which only more additions to toe
dredging fleat could bring. Two new hopper suction dredoers,
tncluding the “Octopus’, were acauired in 1BY3 as the first of the
fleet of powerful dredgers for dealing with the Bar problem. The
"Walrus', wae imported in 1897,195 and the ‘Grampus’™ in 19202,

DOther dredagers to have come later were the "Maustilus’ in 1903 and the

Letus T in 1905, The lattsr were =said to have been so powerful as o

1o Tatlow, Descriptive GSud

=AY

2|

de, p.31i.

ca

February 1540,

and C.5.

‘Durban Harbour through the
Ingenisur

i frika, February 1985,

1o Ibid.; Tatlaow, p.731.

atal Mercury., 1& Dotober 1923,

1e= ibid., 2 August 1897,
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have dredoed 72& GO0 tons of sand from the Bar alones.*e%* 0On
recommendations made by the Dredoging Masters and accepted by the

encinears, sand traps 15 metres deep were dredaed on the south side

113

of the Bluff (Cave Rock) and the harbour entrance to catch uo same of
the zand drift. which would then be dredged afterwards. 1©7 The
desired effect was achieved when the depth of 4,7 metres in the

=ntrance channel, (as was drawn by the “Armadale Castle in

(ol

1934) , 208 was increased to 17, B metres by 1209. Currently 12,8

n
[

metrez depth is maintained in the entrance and exit channel or ‘main
raad’ of the harbour.1°® A4 sand pumping jetty is also currently in

avistence at the start of the South Fier on the Indian DOcean side.

This outer expansion of Fort Matal classified it as a “Bar Harbour’
with the entrance defined by two breakwaters or piers. Conseguently
it was declared 'a compulsory FPilotags Fort’® in 1BB81.2*° A pisr and
dredging svstem are still maintained - permanent works coupled with
temparary works. This pattern of harbour dewvelopment 1n the outer

expansion of Durban harbour, was thoes initiated in the pre-Union

periogd by British engingers, aided by improved technologyvy in

n

£l
frt

dredging. They were appointed by the RMatal Government as colont

Enoinesrs with the necessary fundina to overcome the stumbline blocks

rose Horwood, ‘Fort of Durban’, p.li3.
1o South African Fanorama., Fsbruary « BD.E7—4%1.
108 : T A - - e = 3 = + = 1
L. Heydsnryoh, "Fort pNatzl' in Buest and Sailers {eds ),

== and Exploitation in = Yictorian Colony, pp.
Fort of Durban, p.1%5.

105

‘Durban h

rb

' 1 MIEAUeS. . h xour through the ages’, in
genieur 1in Suid-Afriks, pp.77-9

Ml

g
Dige Siviele

I
-

1i1o NGGE, vol.XXXIII
no. 9, 1EEQ,

3J
0
L]
—
L]
cr
L
P

January 1881, pp.21-2: Law
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which hampered

"The conguest of the Bar was the final
the largest ships

aoaf Fort Matal.

trading.

Henceforth,

rJ
-
b

turning point
in the

in the siory
african

trade,

cculd enter

tha harbour,

and the days when Durban was

known as a ship’ s graveyard were for A new sra had

begun in the Fort’'s development. 11

evar over.

The second stacge in harbour improvements involved the inner

of Durban harbeour. Thizs step was taken to further increase

accommodation for ships resulting ferom Purban’s growing trade with

its cozs=tline and hinterlanc, as generated by a growing population.

first three decades marked very little development in berthing

Milne, prior tc being appointed as Resident

Encineer at the harbour in 18320, saved that portion of the Foint

whare the Custom’'s House stood from being washed away by means of

wattle fencing,1!® George Lato was granted permission in 1B4% o
erect a trading store and build a jetty on piles below the Custom

House, * 1=

which was conirary to what Georoe Russell in History of

Clg Durbsn wrote.
... no Jjeity was built for years. In the case of distinguished
persanages. the difficulty was bridged aver by the intervention

of & row-boat and a stout plapk. 114

The majority of immicrants, according to Russell, apparently landed
azhore bBw being carried on the backs of ‘Natives .115 Then thew
were intrgduced to the two greatest factors “in their fubturs
111 Mo maoe e NN Db as
rwood, ort of burban’, p.15.
o ’1:_ L. Hevdenrych, "Fort Natal' . in Buest
tmtsrpr:s= and Exploitation in_a Wictorian Colany.
LT €50 ZB (Part 2}, no.l127/1B44, p.37: C
Secretary, Z4 September 1B44&; CSO I8 (Part 2%
C.J. Gibb, T.E., to G.C. LCato nt i 5s
Durban. poilé, which m=ntions

2upansion
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I-J

lives and fortunes, the ox and his wagon. "' 4 Railway Wharf
{mentioned in Chapter 7} was constructed at the Point 1in 1B3%% by the
Sailwavy engineer, Alfred Robinscn.®*? This wharf facilitateg
ocfflopading Df‘QDDdE from ships anto the train when a railway svstem
was started by thz Natal Railway Company (N.R.C.Y n 18&0, from the
narbour to the market in central Durban. Law no.ld 1575 snablied the
Matal Government Raillways (MN.G.R.}! to levy ‘certain Wharfage Dues’ at
Durban narbour.®®® This happened when by Law neo.4&, 1875, the Natal

Government took ocver the Raillway lines from the N.R.C. betwesn the

m

oint and the centre of Durban, and between central Durban and the

Umgeni River. 11°

Hattersley in Later Annsls of Matal mentioned that a primitive

landing 12ttty of timber w

i1}

S eraected in 1B43.1%° 4 similar ferpey

2 built in the 1870s and used by two Eenjamin brothers

[
i}
|’f
o
<
£
0;
1
P
i
n

oL

faor a ferry service betwes=n the Foint and the Bluff for =ailsors, and.

in later ye=ars. for whaling ang ceoaling officials. 21 This farew

ettty was vporaded by the Natal Gevernmeent in 1904 and the rowinG

boat initially used was soon replaced by a st=am launch and finaliw

by motor craft. The ferry service was later taken over by the

Sprincbok Boating Company, and is presently controlled by th

m

11e Ikid., p.9c.

i1 v o - =
7 Matal Mercury, 31 January 1859,

118

MBS, vol.X¥X¥VIII, no.1370, 25 January 1874, p.S2: Law no.12

112 Ibid., 11l January 1874, p.B: Law fo. A, 1873,

1=2e Hattersley, Later Annals of Matal, PR. 15-4.
1= Horwond, ‘"Fort of Burban’. p.23.
== Ibid,



21%

v really undertaken

Construcktion of proper berthing facilities was on
from the 15B0s onwards. This was presumably in direct vresponse to =2

catiftion drawn up in strong term

n

by Durban’'s mercantile elifte in
1879, Thesy addressed it to the Lieutenant—Governor. Sir H. Bulwer,
asking for “additional bLanding facilities in connectiaon with the
Ehipping of the Fort’ 323 and it was undersigned by G. Geoodricks

Th= latter was a ciose relation ta J.R. Goodricke, the shipping

L
o

2nt, importer and coal merchant,?®?* who was Mayor in 1B39 andg

arved in the MNatal Farliament 1in 1B8S59-41 and in 18&%.12% G,

m

Foodricke served as Town Solicitor for many years. The petiticners

emphasized their plight as follows:

"As the direct consequences of this state of matters, great loss

of tim= takss place in discharging Vessels and Lighters; t

Commarce of the Fort 1s thereby impairesed; and the Dwners of §
5

suffer oreatly through the enforced detention of their Ve

here - thus leading to snhanced rates of freight. " 1=2=

They further pointed agut that during the administration of

4
4
s
1]
=
T
+
it
i

Government by Sir Garnet Wolseley in 1875, a scheme was approved

"

-« -whereby the even then crowded state of the wharves a
warehouses at the Foint could have been materially lesse
namely by stationing an Officer of Her Maiesty's Custom

Southern end of Field Street where it adiocins the Eav ar
permitfin& Lighters fp be loaded alongside vessels and to

ischarge at the =aid place where such Custom’'s OFficer would be
cA=T

Durban Local Historyv Museum: Files S47-54797: FRailwa =
Harbowurs, EBEridges and Engineering: Copv of Fetition: Lamdino E%%ac,
1879 ) i N

and
3 = Leverton, 'John FRichardson Goodricke'. in Bictionary of
couth A¥rican Biggraohv, I, pp.334~7, refarred to him as G
= - ) . .
1Z2e Durban Local Hi=tory H::eum- Fllec %47—547?7: 2ilways,

1=z Ibid,.
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Durban Docks - circa 1887.

Extremity of Point Wharf - showing original Wharf Shed
"A" erected in 1881 (with curved roof) and the sheds
erected at the end of the main wharf - the total length
of which, at this period, did not exceed 1500 feet. 1In
the left foreground is a craft known as "Anchor Boat"
used fer tying moorings about the Bay. The funnel of
one of the paddle tugs (probably "Forerunner") can be
seen in front of the ship in full sail. To the right
of "A" Shed is the Customs House.

Photo (Copyright: Local History Museum).
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The Legislative Council had voted £500 to facilitate the carrying

intn effect of such an arrangement, but with no result. The

t+

petition=rs expressed the hope that these proposals would be carried

.

out as

* . .the benefits it would confer upon the trade of the Fort would
be almost inmcalculable and would at once put an end fto a2
condition of affairs most impervious to the real welfares of the

Colonwy. =8
Fublic steorage shed A was conseguently erected at the Foint in ig=1
Wwith B to follow and © builft only in i189C¢ (the latter became Shed A

. This original ‘Foint Wharf’ was referred to as the

,_.
|
o
1]
ot
in
-
m
b
Ui
e

Timber Wharf .12° The reason presumably was that it was buoilt

1

1
—
.

of timber. Timber for building purposes was also deposiisd hears
before further berthing sxpansion at Mavdon Wharf {(discussed laterd,

tock place to accommodate this growing trade. Frivately owned

n

ponding houses were also situated here and were npen to the public,

i Farker 132 R, W. Evans,

for instance, the company of ‘R.W. Ewvan

1

who carried on the business, was the son of Mayor AW, Evans. 3?2

e 2

|
o
=
—

fnd

Such bonding houses enabled Durban’'s merca ite to import theire

i
—~+
=
i
2
Iu-
iy
]
Nl
'_1'
3
in

(m}

n

goods 1in bullb oeckages directly from the counts-ie

Obtaining their merchandise 3f a discount price allowed them in turn

o push up their profit marcins - ss=iling goods to consumers a2t a
higher price.

1z=8 T4 -

A Ibid.: WYisual =2r1al aon Foint wharves and general views

and Yearlv Register,
1 Boating Co. (known as
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ut

The first modern bherthing extension at the Foint was at "Faci

o ramed

n

Wharf ' *>= (part of the present—day T-Jjetty and a2t the tims

aczpze the Yicar of St.Faul’'s had a house nearby). In later

k)
]
an
mn

this eutension was simply known a=s part of the "“Foint Wharves . This
inner expansion of Fart Natal marked the beginning of a berthaing
system undertaken by Methven. He started the first staoge of a3

concrete guay wall (a berthing structure}l in 18B?, with pre—-cast

locks of 5 taons each, praocured from the blockwvard =t

n
0
o

|
D
ot
11}
m
ot
Q
|
1]
T

th=s Foint. This frontage facility for vessels was simply a retaining

'

1

ng the shore, topped with a deck or platform, servirs both 3

wall a

1

a barrier to protect the shore and as a ship landing and loading

(u

ite

1

facility. A great deal of earth fill {(dredgincs) was depo
behind the wall by engineers who made use of dredgers to raise the
deck to the needec height above the prevailing high water levsl. In
2ddi1tion dredoing was done in front of the wall to obtain the
reaguilre

2 wat depth. *=F This guay wall was completed by Crofis an

L1}

5

1901, At the same time a Fassenger Jetty, Baggage and Waiting Room

il

were complet=23d and put to use.1=2

It was at St. Faul’'= Wharft that the Duke and Duches=z of Cornwall and
York landed on their Rowval Visit to the Caolonvy in 1901 Thay wers

welcomed by Durban’'s Mavor E.L. Acutbt

fu
J
Ll

Town Councillars, with

Durban Local History Museum: Files S47-54797; Failways
Harbours, Bridoesz ang Ergineering: Visual material of wharves.

1 =X W LT 4 Foa " S
MHD 171711, Harbour Board Minutes: Chairman = Minutess fom
183%: ANNExure y =1 DeEcamher 1889,
1X4

vol.LIII, no.391, S March 1501:

ed 26 February 19031: Crofts to

: PPp.194~3; ibid., Letter dated
ngineer) to Secretary, Minister of

Secretary, Minist
7 June 1201: D.C. Davey (Acting
Lands and Works, pp.859-40,

mE -
il
)
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eating atrrangements provided for the 4B(Q persons 1n

)

D_

1]

ttendance. ™S Further provision was made by Crofis for shad

3]
ot

1 with a =tnrage capacity of 100 GCC tons. These sheds were
completed by 1205 and included the necessary =ZewWsrs {laid bv the

Borouch Encineer’s Department, connecting latrines at the back of the

ul

bharf =heds with thes Town Council’'s sewerage system). Rail

z

were made as well.*=e

ot

i0n

|

[}

|

nec

]

J.®. Gnodricke, who constantly supporied loans for harbour
development, also saw monetary advantage for the colony in the

introducrtion and use of convict labour. =7 The numbers of convicts

N

employed on the harbour works in 1202 were 297 Whites and Coloureds,
205 Africans and 27 Indians. and COrofis asked for more convicis to
work at the Folnt. The Matal Government was urged by him to increase

a5 well ithe working force in generatl, "additional labour is

]
mn

antly needed. "*=8 This request was acceded to as total labour

returns for March 1204 showed 4468 Europeans and Colowreds, 1Z21E

=

‘Matives , 1l Indians and 238 convicis - giving 2 total of 2 125,

Such labour was employed at the Foint and Bluff mostly for berthags
and dredging., ang 2t the Umeeni Guarry and Salisbury Island in lescer
numbers. 1% This count reflectsd 2 vast Increasse fto a workforce of

1w Durban Loc2l Histary Museum: Files S47-54797: Failwawvs,

g and Enginearing: Vigual matsrial, _

T S== Figurae 5 Dee MHD /5/3: Minute Papetr 1CE/1904.
Encineer—in—-Chief 's half-vearly report, &/&/1904,

s : ;laitaes o W & S o gE . : .
) s .L rton, ‘John Richardson Boodricke’, in Dictionary of
south African Biographyv. 2, pp.33&6-7.

AREE MHLD 1/3/753: Mipute Fapsr 1281/1902: Engineer—-in-Chief's
reguest for labour force increzse, 18/711/190%2,

1= MNHE 1/3/%, Minute Paoer 1183/1%904: Engineer-in-Chief's

half-yearly report, &/4/1904,
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-

only &0 employed in 1883.1'9° Measures takean to speed wp the work
aven more inciuded the acguisition of 12 four-wheeled =ight ton
Ballast waccons in 1902 by the Matal Government as "a useful additicn

to ocur present Rolling Stack’ for the transport of stone. Eix of

these were used on the Foint side and the rest on the Bluff, “where

|

the ne=sd of light waoons is badly felt. 14?2

The Foint Yacht Club had already beena established at the Foint
Wharves by 1892, with J.W. Leuchars as Fresident.'?® The

1y
v
mn
-
ot
D

dw aneous water frontage of sites bordering on the berthing

1]

r

.

reate

A

2t the Foint Wharves made these more profitabhle for

[

industri=ss tn ies

1)}

2. @A tvypical =xample was that of

t

=] {Henry Chichgley

1

I
&

Jomd
Jemsd

L=a:

e

ance: to the Transwaal Lold Storagse

L

Company  twhich dispatched fro

]

en imported meat iniland).*2= The

locztion cof this zite was at the time betier known as Catom’'=

agreed %o on 20 March 1892, and opsrated for 21 years at a raie of
f10C p.a., with a right of rensgwal for a further term of 21

140 L. Heydenrych, ‘Fort Matal Harbour', in Suest and Sellers.
{eds )}, Enterprise and Exploitation in a Yictorian Colony, PR EIN

141 HHE 1/74/°2: Minute FPapsr 1173/1933: Engineer—in-Chisft s

reauest for increase of rolling stock, 277171903,

manac, Direckory and Yearly Reoictar

I
in

apers,

tatema

 Dorban

Orage Comp

At MEG. wvol.LI, no.3

Eallance, Catn’'s Creslk wa=s

April 1B4E, which "...in it

land awned by Mr. Cata (Lot
Fuss=11, 014 Durban., p.7t.
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years. 193 4 statement showing tonnege af "Frozen Meat’ despatched

the company from 1 January to ZZ April 134035, pointed to the

Lr

=vaal and Free State heing the largest consumers. 4% Ballance's

-

ra

|

Lease further permitted fthe land to be ussd as a copal depot and fTor
shipping ard lighting coal.*?” A Railway Customs Bonded Warehousse

L

m

tarel, a combination venture of two i1mportant Government revenue

was also erected at the rFoint in 1202, Tha

u‘*
I
I

lactors

n
Q
pot
-

w2z used by the Rallway Department with a2 50 ton hydraulic wagon
foist sxtended fto the first floor by the Customs Department. 42 Ths
Failway Department had come into existence in 1879 when David Hunter

was appointed as Manager, and a Custom’'s Department in 182%. with

[
U2

R:.I. Finnemore appointed as Collector of Customs. 9 A Customs

House al=c housing & bonding warehouse (as mentioned bsafare in
Chapter 4, was in existence at the Foint in 1548, prior to the
eraction of this building. The first Customs Collector, William Swan
Fi=ld'=e (appointed when Letters Fatent of 184% announced Fort

Mz2tal a= a separate port from Cape Town), was then in

possassion. *=! Cusioms revenue, assessed by the Controller of

Customs on the valus of imports and exports, was paid into the

Government Treasury.

A MEG, vol.LI, no.302%9, i1 July 1899, np.998-9: Lease of H.C
EBallance. - ' )

s FH HMinuts Fapers, wol.40¢. noc.
T.A. 51/1903: Statement by N.B.FK. from 1

Aa MEGE, wol, LI, no 2029, 11 Jol
BEzilance. '

i48 b FTiD i =

NHD 1/3/2, Minute FPapers 1184 and 1192/1502: Tendar faor now

vona store, Foint, 14/2/190%

- MBE 1B%2CG-1, C1 2 87: @phahetical Index, pp.%- listing
211 other Harbour Departments from CB4-97, ' ? N

wEe Russell, 081d Durban, p.70.

Tl Le Cordeur, "'The Relations between the E2pe and datal

1B44&-187%°, pp. i-4.
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The Railwayvs fixed the rate of carriage for overland impartation and
evportation, as well as freight charges per ton of private or
miliktary cCargno. Frovision was made for railway sidings leading to

which was at thz Foint end of the Bond Store near the

IT1
if
o
ip)
o
)i
m
A

Bv 1910 a1l the 'Foint Wharves' were consiructed with a luay Wall of

concrete, creating a water frontage of 1 3992 metres Quay and a 7-10

[

matres depth ongside, being fitted oot with handling eguipment for
bulkier cargoss. S Inner extension of the "Foint Wharves' was

necassitated by major shipping congestion here which was naturally

cavsad bv 1ts close proximity (o Durban s marketing area.

Further inn=- gxpansion of Fort Mztal was implemented with the

creation of the Congella Berth (Maydon Whart, as mentiorned in Chapter
4) with a further reclaimed area behind called 'Congslla (Mavdon:
Wharf Estate’ 152 petween Albert Fark and Umbilo. 1== Thi

ambitious land-filling scheme of the Congella fiats (in the Western

Viei swamplandsz! by the Natal Government was to solve the ever

== NEG, vol.LIV, no.3257, 1 July 1902, pp.1l1i&-3: Bovernment
7. 190Z. See NHD 1/3/711, nute Faper 1108/71902:
lneser o Actlng Railway Manager on Railway Sidings,

i |X "
I

Tatlow, Descriptive Guides, pp.3B-40; Horwood. ‘Fart of
Durban’, pp.35-4. See Figure 5. 7
i Mayvdon Wharf was the reclaimed Congella Wharfaoce Ectate

called as such 1n honour of £ May u_n, who was ;F ointed as
Minister of tands and Works in 1504, He az=4m;ﬂ cantrol ;: the o
Failways and Harbour Departmenits in this aDDE‘PtPG trola, EF;
Leverton, ~John George Maydon ', ir Diction ary of South ﬁf"i;:
Fiooraohwv, 2, pp.455-6. ==

-
1]
u
)

Figure 4 and 5.
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rassinge problem af lack of berthspace for the growing timber trads,

The biggest timber dealer in MNatal at the time, W.F. Johnstone, on 17

i}

Juuly 1902 appeared bsfore an inner harbowr Enguoiry Committes set up

~+

o

[£]]

to look into the zituation. He also insisted on the pesd

=sper channel ‘to get the ships up there. "'+ 4 copv of the

[

evidance of Johnstone was duly sent to the Matal Bovernment,

stressing the importance of immediate steps to be taken by the prope

o=

suthorities, 'fo meet the reguirements of this impaortant trads,

L3

raoother timber dealer emerging at this time was the company of Hunt,

Leuchars & Hepburn. The mining industry was to open up new

1]

,_.
=
prr
]
1

cppertunitie=s in the timber and builders’ trade. The Transvas
were the chief consumers, parfticularly of deal, oregan and pitch
cines. Timber from Durban harbour was railed chiefly to the
transvaal, Orange Free State and to all parts of Natal.1=e

1)

ort Captain, H. Ballard, also sugoested to the Coionial
Secretary towards the end of 1932, that he thought

“v..something should be dene to give temporary reliet by

providing say several dolphins away from the Wharves for
discharcing T hips. This would allow more ships with

timbar
genaral cargos a
matters are at pre:
cattle ships ars a

s
g2t to the wharf. As an example of how
sent, I would bring to notice that sayvera

.t the Outer anchorage waitinog for whar? berthes
wnich =a2re net available - 2 very serigus matter far cargoss of

this dezcription. '*S<
This sucoestion of dolphins (a cluzter of piles driven into fthe

i1iSs

L Mercurv: Susplsment., 1S ﬁesru;ry 19235,

I

__*59_ NHD 1/3/11, Minute Papsr no.1278/1%02: Fart Captain, H.
Ballard’'s sugagestion to Colonial Secretary for dolphins, T Yy

L LAV L TE .

m
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bottom of the harbour and bound firmly together for the mooring of
poats)., was obviously agreed to by the Matal Bovernment az one

dolphin was reported %o hawve been completed by the end ov 190Z.711e°
The Durban Chamber of Commerce alsn stressed the need for more
wharfspace to the Natal Government during 1903, They further pointed
oot the delay to which ships were subisctsd before their cargoes were
landed, **=' and included in their appeal a copy of S5tatements by
Steamship Companies f(rading to Matal alsc urging the Natal Government
to effect harbour improvements. The Coelonial Secretary responded by
wiriting that the Government had already decided "to proceed wiith the
Harbouwur improvements recommended by Sir Charles Hartley and Sir John
Wolfe Barry,  1e2

With the developma2ni of the Congella bayfront, another harbour

contravarsy, covered extensively by F.S5. Tatham in The Harbour

Controverswv,**> cropped up. Opposition leadars were ini1tially

against Government policy of 1902 and 1902, which affirmed the
principle of immediate construction of the Congella wharves according

to "the Harilev-Earry scheme %% angd pursued delayin

——

vol.b1V, no.Z257,
L4407, 1202, See Minute P
report, I01E2/1202,

uly 1922, pp.11146~8: Bovernment

T nNEE., y
r 1221/1902: Engineer—in-Chief ' s

W
rhtq

A FM Minvte FPapers, vol.Z4

o)
Correspondence: Letters dated 3, 1
Durban Cham ber of Commerce to Mata
c_mmunlra ion signed by the FReores

« Nos. 2-43%6: Harbour
7, 24 February 1903: g
1 Government: Incliuded:
ent

ativas of Steamship Co

"

Secretary %o Manager, Unior

1.

2rmaritzburg:




ol alal

The hMatzal Sovernment successfully concluded an agreement by contract
with the Durban Mayor Charlie Henwood on 14 April 1204, ‘ratified by
fgoct of Farliament in 1904, "**= By this contraczt the Natal

Govarnment had to buy out Sir Albert Hime's Cold Storage
Concession’, '®*®* and re—open negotiations with the Durban Town
Council fo re-arcguire the rights parted with in 1B25 for the
ronstruction of the Esplanade. *&”

The= Esglanade {(stretching a mile and a guarter in length from C2+o =

Creek at the Fpint to Albert Parkl, was built at a cost of £27 GO

pod

=

i

under the direction of the Council’s Borough Engineer, John F —her,
and named "¥ictoria Embankment’ in 1827.142 l{nhen Albert Fark had
been laid out in 1844, it becams the focus of a bay foreshaore

residential area and was characterized by fine houses belonoing to

the settler elite, for example, Mavors Hugh Biliespie‘s mansion
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of Harry Escombe, overiooking Durban Bay. The Row

functioned here as Durban’s first Yacht Club (mentioned in Chaoter

In

» and sz did the Durban Bay Angling Club formed by Sir Walter

Helyv—Hutchinson, with C.J. Crofts as F

2sident, in 1BSS.37¢

-

re= ITbid.

1e Ibid.; Natal Mercurv, Z0 March 193

1e8 Tatiow, Descrintive Suide, p.Si.

y Lo
with mysterious
revealed during
in the gun-running davs

- e Nat

» Directory and Yearly Register, 1892, p.787:




71"'5 tgev(_/—l\c:jc

A
¢

[ & o I?q‘« bUV‘VL (

F'H-\m ()./JV“J Qnesinf%jmv

A
f-z_‘l-«n :}"‘0 f
RSt colontel pase cre’ « bot o v “es 2 fensq0¢
L ..l...Pl‘vl, c 1(-,'“"“"' ,/Q"‘-t‘bl—'-" LwL Jes " ta BN C.u._'/'b" C S WL . / J //" . /*—/7
LeiEai  manineehidn @f The Conme [T def9 - fon Hh S reeds and Akt 7 : -
TR ey T T G Ei'{f”“‘?“"’(ﬁjj ﬁate!uﬁn()f.‘?”.‘jff of Jachty vewe aeeity ] | oﬁd qugi/z";f( Oy e f\_&_ﬁ
o 0 v 2 LT ......'. o bl ] . Y LY < { ¢ 7Lt’ j/ok
|l . ‘F’ . . g
s Crown of D ur B A N B Centna :
sy BEREARD. ¢ : i : Railway Sahon’
srarro~n N ~ )
"B R ST Ay 7HE
PARA ESPLANAD L -
MR (FRODBOILD) f‘f“
A MOt el SRR Sy D rAa v
7 : CHANNE L
'P' V’-‘:"" J"
AT
N C‘,’"" oéf’
0> o
o pf
ConaLiin 4 i
‘Srarion¥ Lt

gmBILO
SrAar:o A

Bav IRz
Aough L ~
VL RN 7Y A

-~

UM BiILo RR

"
’/.
-
-

1]

L]

1 i -
.

L]

.

RN

SALISBURY

/S LA

ne’g »
Stidiad s




The Durban Town Council,

to the Natal Government,

1M COonst
spent on 1

Secandly,

L iy
ST
Fayagi

by contract,

firstly cave back

land in 1504

valued by Mayor Charlie Henwood at £400

the Town Council abarndoned

wharves with the concurrent right

conpetitio

build ot
decide tha
Ware

filbert Hime was replaced as Frime Minister after this controversy

ended, byv

n with the Gov
av in front of
t the work at

Frederick

accordinaly carried ouf o

ernment.

the E

11l

the Congella’

Moore, 17=

to

olanade

deration of a payment aof an a2mount

run a

Furthermore,

of £7

part

the

O30

-

L0

To

ites

was complete, 3?3

"

uncil

recaupg

iaht

of. its own 1n

'until Parliament should

QO

Improvemen

‘the Hartley—-Bartry scheme’.

Sir

+ .

4

The wundertaking implied reclamaticn of the Congella flats, procesd
with a quawv wall from Albert Fark to the Umbilo, as well as the
dredeing af a channsl from €t Faul 's Wharf up to the point at the
Congella where fhese works were to start.2?> The gquay wall of
Yimber was completed in 19024, (and later reinforced by concretel,
on 7 October 1904 the new Maydon Wharf was opened to traffic. The
Congella {(Mavdon! Channel was dredo=zd alonoside for berthe at this
quayside.*”% A typical cargo steamsr of the time, named the
"Ilderton’; was tha first vessel moor alongside. 7S She
offloaded Baltic timber for the timber concern of Hunt, Leuchars 2

17 Tatham, The Harbour Controversy., pp.1i-17.

17= Ibid,

1 ibid, See Figures &,

17a Horwood, "Fort of Durban B.lb.

1 7=

=

to make

would not
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Hepburn. *?e By 12i0 the Huay Wall of timber here was 437 metres

[
pon
3

long, with B metres depth alongside and a three—ton trawvelling

“rana to handle bulkier gonds.*””

The economic impact of this inner euxpansion of the harbour made

Durban "the centre for local activity in the building frade’ 272 It

Il

that the above mentiogned timber concerns of Johnstone

]

ptewsrithy
and Hunt, Lewchnars and Hepburn (with more land), were the firset fto

reclaimed area,*”® Hunt, Leuchars and

9]
fit]
e
J
I
-
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o
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o
[l
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3
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T
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n
a
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Fepburn were alsg closely associsated with the establishment of other
industries and astablished the MNatal Chemical Svndicate (Wattls
Extract and Di=stillervi. Thev held an interest in the Liaon Match

Cemoany im 1904, of which they became the selling agents. Th

m
P
5

interest in local timber growing also ewpanded and they claim o hawve

develioped the gum and wattle industry and to have been the first firm
to have develpped Zuiuvland 25 a timber growing area, 190

Maize and wattle indusiries confributsd importantly to the exoort

trade during these vears. The production of wattle bark was

17 i

Durban Local History Museum: Files S547-54797: Railwavs,
_ b _ 'ailways
Harbours, Bridges and Engineering: Harbours LCorraspondence: Annual
=g - , - Y an =y o : .
Repa t*far the year 1204&: Port Advisary Board cecretary To Finister
ot Ea;zwayz and Harbours.
1 Tatlow, Descriptive Guide, po. ZB8-40,
r7e billie Campbell House Muaseum:
Hepburn Limited: 108 Years of Froaraess,
.19, 5
17 Durban Lozl History Fo Files D47-54757: Railwswvs
) = __L“':_ k]
ar = ~g - = — 1 - - =3 - 1
: rerr ; :r1age§ fnd Engineesring: Harbour Correspondsnce: Annual
Feooirt o 21't Advisory Board Secretarv far the ynqr 1304 to
2

Sacretary/Minister of Rai

L Block @A, lcts 1,2.5.64
. ' . 1ots 1 2.5,
to W.F. Jehnstone and lots E. IDtE Z.4 to Messrco
HL—','_—-J-:? Leuchars and I"":Db”fﬂ ! - Tt
180 d 3 . . - . _
Hunt., Leuchars & Heoourn Limited: 100 Years of Froorsss
e . o HE == il = 5

-
o oamala
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857 tans were exporte whils

Maize exports also increazed
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millian q =L}

sh trade was the firm Sparks

and Youno Litd., A site for lease was granted them near the Fish
Jatties Tor a fish packinog shed in September 19207 at a rental aof £1Z
oSt annum, 122 The same i :panded thszir business later on to
incivde frozen meat. ==
The firm Kynoch Ltd., a fertilizing company, acquired leases of Lots
= antg Z on Elock C in March 1%08.194% The number of property
Aaccounts mentioned bw 1909 was 22 land lesases at the Foint and is at
CLongella. *®5 The ogening of the ‘Congella (Maydon) Wharf Estate’,
brought about by the recliamation of valuable land, led to furiher
reciamation in the post-colonial period.  Such reclamation was
significant a= it initiatad the enormous development of the Bay Lano
as an indusirial ar=a, forming part of Durban’'s industrial
Mayor W.E. Robarts zand his beneficiaries owned a
the 'Durban Bay Land Co. Ltd. .19% Furthermore
N N . - o
a1 Tatiow, Descriptive Buide, p.47.
[ = Joomd - 1ty ’ . —_
B Curban cal History Museum: Files S47-S4797: Failwass
2 - - - - _ . . - o
Harhours, Bridoes snd Engineering: Harbour Corres pondenc=s: Annual
Raport of Secretary/Fort Advisory Board for the Year 1907 o '
Secretary/Minister of Railways and Harbours
Mercury: Supplement. 15 Fsbruary 1935, Tha
Union Cold Storage and formed Federated Moztz,
184 Durtan tocal History Mussum: Files 547 -54797: Railwaws
= i = == wt 3 £ L = =
(=TS — Erm- - s . Lo e e 1
Eridges and Ln41§eeanﬁ‘ Hatbour Correspondence: &nnoal
¥1S0 g T the year 1948 ¢
res Thid., 1%0%F
14 =Y = / —F . —
i ‘ H:L: 19/4: Deceszeg Estate of Willia Emery Robarts, 1903:
Loaventory of uiE iS= - =1 F -
o he Assets of the Estate of the Late W.E. Robarts, 2

March 151




wor Charlie Henwood awned Land abutting on this reclaimed sraa

o

zdioining the main line of Railway in Williams Road®” (upper

where the first municipal abhatiocir was opened 1n 1914,
Tha first Floating Dockl®® was placed at this reclaimed area of
Conoellis 1in 1904, This marked the beginning of the third stage in

Farbour 1mpravements - that for repair facilities. A Dry (Graving:

Boc- propozed at a meeting of the Harbour Board by Cammissioner W.
Cato, 2= esarly as & July 1BBE saw completion only in 1924, 28<

-+

The mall service was conducted on *he RBiuff side from 1852 onwards

in

the Bluff Channel was here deeper than on the towaside of the Foint

khaprves . Connection gf the Bluff Headland with the Point Mainland

far passengers and goods was, as mentioneg before, by ferry rvice

i
m

tucs and lighters. MNot only was a signal station erected at the

Eluff to communicate with 211 vessels outside the harbour and then
transmit messages to the Fort Office look-out signal station on the

Faint side, and vice wersa, but a‘ze a Time Ball, which draoppsd at

one p.m. (corresponding exactly ta eleven a.m. Greenwich Mean Time!

evary day exoept Sundaw, 199

Major inner expansian (berths: of Durban harbous on the Bluff =side

=

a5

K

to

History Mu

=um: Files S547-54757. Railwavs,
Encineering: Brochura issued by the Beneral
an Railways, ‘The MMew Sraving ﬂack’

1924, £.59.

riptive Guide, pp.34-5,
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from 1204 onwards, has to be attribpted ts the coal trade. The

Elandslaagte Colliery, floated by the sugar magnates C.5. Smith and

Ly = 4

T

F. Reynolde, and the Dundes Coal Company, chaired by Benjamin
Gresnazre, were by far the most important formed doaring 1EEB and

18892.*%* Only in 1901 was the Dundse Collisry outstripped by the

(i}

) 102

Fand-financed MNatal Mavigation Collieries {(set up in 18¥8).
Great foresight was shown by the MNatal Navigation Collisries

who recommended that it was cheaper to run the coal

]
o
m
"
ot
0
1
n

straight to the Bluff by avoiding transit through central Durkban., Ey

=y

the same token, more berth sSpare cowld also be created at the Bluf

by land reclamstion than at the "Foint Wharves .'®% Such 5 steg was

Ibwl 193] coal had become N:tal's zecond largest export (b =Tl
absorbing 43,4 per cent of total output and exports from Durbar
7 per centl, and from 12046 it waz the largest, with the
i =

-

deslining to I9,7F per cent in that vy
¥ 23 inoreasing to dispose of 17,4 per can
total outiput. 194

= = - ~ i . i 3 ¥ 1
=i8ps wera2 taken by the hNatal Government to reclaim land on the Bluf+

side and creats2 the nececcary wharfage to accommodate the arowing

s

g 1 s "~ + 4 i ~
coal trade. By 1210 the Bluff berthage comprised 320 metres, with an

e P ] -7 —_ s ; { .
2 metre depth alongoside. (The current depth maintained by dredaing
iz 178 2t oo et g - . i ;
12 12,8 m=tres.} Durban harbouwr as a2 result of her ipner 2xpansion
could now boast 2 tntal b thage of I 924 metras, ros
11 [} -t ‘n
. Futh Bdgecombe and Bill Gusst, ‘an Introductiop T2 Tre
Fre-iins = r g ) 2 ¥ - - - o
Eien_nlon Mztal CToal Industryv', in Guest and Seilers isdcs ),
Ternoric A itaot 7 i i ; '
chiterprise and Exploitation in a Yictorian Colonv, po.Tié~-7,
re=2 Teid.
19X 14T 33 ful
o WMHD 1/3/11, Minute Faper, no. 1275f15“” Matal RMavigation
Collieries Limited s rec iation . o 5 7
8 = recommendation, 7/11/1%072. See Fiqures & & 7.
194 =t .
' e cogecombe and Guest, ‘Coal Induste, "y in Buest and Sellers
[ =Y = ¥ — Ay e i . H 1 3 1 L ) i -
=03 !y Znterprise and Exploitation in a Ulct rian Colonv., p.3IZ5
ny, p.>25.
19m Horwooo LN =, T —
orwood, ‘Fort of Durban’, p.i17 Daily News: Supplement, =i



The whaling indusiry also benefitted by this berthage and raillway
extension. A lease was granted to this industry in 19CE on the End
Eluff Estate in order o make it more remunerative to the Harbour

finances.*®2 A slipwav was built here, as part of Durban harbour’s

3

inner extension to arcommodate this industry, started by the
Morwegian Consul Jacob J. Egeland and his partner Johan Bryde with
capital raised in Morway.'%” When the factory was transferred to

the oceanward side of the Bluff in 1909, as 'was desirable in the

qublic interests’,*%® the original slipway remained and so began

1
3
m

the unigue method of ftransporting the whole carcasses from

farbour round the Bluff to the factory by train.

To facilitate shipping even further at Fort Natal, as "an ecszsantial

appendage of a modern harbour’',*®%? the Bluff Licghthouse at the

i

]

194 Durban Local History Mussum: Files S47-S54797: ailwavs
Harbours, EBridoes and Encineering: Harbour Correspoondence: Fort
Advisory Sscretary ' s Repart for the wear 1207 to Minister of Rallways
and Harbours. o

197 Ibid.: Bonklet: Ray Campbell, "A Short Historv of Fod=rn
Whaling off Natal ', pp.37-44. Camphbell was a2 member Df-the Whaie
Researeh Unit, Matrional Institute of Jceanographyw., Uib.  He wrote
that in 19092, Egeland withdrew from the pa Ene: igp with Bryde, and

(S 1 " ]

=2t up the Union Whaling and Fishing
L financed by British capital.

_______ [ ope
two vessesls, smploved threes in 1R
W3z wound T owar in 1
s e oo . ; _ai oy
i on Whal = I 1ed in 1921 with capital
— - = -'-._l_ » - . i [ i
Ean. =y b nion Whzaling Station an
Bl v mias 1 an el ki = =
- 20 lan manage . The Durban Whaling i
s a5 s - L H
operations i 19 of the drastic reducti
i aling o allow To = mratTiE Sao
O-tobher atal Hercury =L Dct
198 IThid _ - . o
sos = T . ¢ Port Advisory Board
Sacretary for tr i :
Py i Che 27 Lande and Works.
19%

Matal Weekend Adverti

i T —
Cimene = - b i : 21 January 1933: How the
ciohthouszs was Ocene e Natal Almanac 0 P Y
: ] { . =1 2tai mimanzac, Directory and Yearly
enister, 1B4T7, p.v. i =
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Lisutenant—Bovernor Scott. G.LC. Cato, who fought persistently for
zome Iwenty years for a lighthouse oan the Bluff, remarked at the
ceramony what a great day i1t had been for Natal and added
smphatically: "May the light of Natal never grow dim. "2°° This

~ban

n

ieading landmark was =sn easily recognizable featurs of th
senvironmant and was the first lighthouse to have besn erected on this

szztern coastline (it was demolished 1a 1941.)2°! The present Gresn

Foinkt Lighthouse aoverlooking Brighton Beach was completed in 1905.=e9=

10
F!-J
1
1l

bury Island was & latecomer to the inner expansion of Durban
narbour. Its isolafted positicon in the middle of the Durban innar

harbousr or Bay made it ideal for guarantine purposes. The island was

utilized by the Natal SGovernment from the 1840z for cholera-—-infected
Indi1ans®° who emigratsd tc work on the sugar fieidsz. 1+ waz anain

utilized at the time of the Bubonic Plague in 1901 when a Fl anues

x

Hospital was erscted here for suspected infected cases. The Hospita:
was built on recommendation of the governing sethtier elite and placed
under the superintendence of thes Borouaoh Medical Officer o+ Heaith
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corried out to sea for such reclamation works and the land was S8t

17}

2%+ in 1otz for residential purposes.*°% By then 1t haa hecams

nopular weekend resort far anglers and picnic markties.®°4 During

the Union periad, Salisbury Island was offered to the Admira: of the
Cape Station and hecame a wvital naval base in the Lwo World

Wars.,=9” Wharfage plans for Salisbury Island only materialis=d in

the post-celonial period when the area of land between Fynnland Beach
and the Island was reclaimed, and Mew Fier 1 was completed in 17&%

nd New Pier 2 in 1977. Theze piers were connected by a 245 meirs

w

i

lono crossherth, providing the port with 14 additional deepwater

berths with a minimum depth aloneside of 12,1 metres,=eA

The White Settler =lite, well represented in the Natal Government, =as
well as being Commissioners on the variouws Harbour Boards, and
mambers of the Durban Chamber ¢+ Lommerce and Durban Town Councii,

trongly infiuenced % mzrcantile and minilng 1nterests to

-

WAas

n
n

advocate and support harbour arz rallway development. Durban
harbour, with all the necessary engineering works initiated during
this colanial period to imorove facilities, couwld no longer be
classed as a natural harbour and had become artificial, like most
othar harbours todayw. The expansion of Durban harbour with its
connecting arteries {(railways) fto mining and agriculfural regicns

bErought more people
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=ose Daiiv Mews, 14 November 1945,

W Matal Mercury, Z7 and Z7 November 1945,

=oa Steenkamp and Mendes., Durban Harbour through the Agas ', 1in
Die Siviele Encenieur, pp.77-%. GSes Natal Mercury, 79 November 1941
and ZE June 1%977.
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thea town. fis settlement increased, and as more employment
onportunities arose, Durban became the natural emporium or

wting centre for imports and collecting centre for the

srportzs, for a vast area =xtending inland.
"Port cities, because of their averseas connections,
terminl or Jjunction towns of the main lines, and thsy ]
likewise’ 'y, "... cathered to themselvesz a disproportionates sh
af traftfic and with an exira scurce of population congesiion,
With the steady increase in the size and draft of ships, these
disparities arew: smaller porits lost their trade to the big ports
where the chann=ls are deep, the railroad connections many.  =°F
Thez hefore mentioned variable technology was used in this chapter as

an npeuristic aid to study the structure of the colorial city of

Durban. The riss oF Durban as an internetional seaport, aided by
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settler elita. Durban harbour s5till carries
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Chapter 7

The Railways

The second essential element of industrial-capitalist wurbanization
provided by leaders in colonial Durban society was the railways.
This British model of land transport was coplied worldwlide. Railways
were equated by Victorians i1in the Railway Age with ‘'progresss and
civilization’.?* The addition of this technological 'symbol of
improvement '® by a White settler elite to the urban development of

Purban was a planned or directed process.

Railways were introduced %o colonial Durban by the formation of the
first Natal Railway Company (N.R.C.} in January 1859.3 Such a
company was planned and subsequently formed by the inspiration of
leading figures in the Durban community such as Geaorge Christopher
Cato, Alexander McArthur, A.W. Evans, Hugh Gillespie, J.R. Goodricks,
R. Vause, John Hunt, Edward Snell, John Millar and S. Finsent, to

name just a few Directors and Shareholders.® The printed

i Jeffrey Richards and John ™. Mackenzie, The Railway Station:

A Social History (Duxford: Cxford University Fress, 1984), pp.1-2.

= Briggs, Victorian Cities, p.13. Briggs was the first Briticsh
histaorian %o make the city itself an object of serious historical
enguiry.

= Matal HMercury, 20 January 183%; Russell, Qld Durban,
Op.I93—43; Edward Donald Campbeil, The Birth and Developmeﬁt of the
Natal Railwavs (Fietermaritzburg: Shuter % Shooter, 1951y, p.10, also
mentioned the Britich colonial engineer, John Milne's earlier Bluff
wooden—track railway, which hauled steone in wooden frucks for harbour
works, as the 'first railway in South Africa’. The difference was,
howevar, that it was animal-powered or drawn in contrast to being
steam-driven and maybe had a closer resemblance to the egarly traéﬁ
which were also pulled along rails by animals.

“ See Appendix L for full list of Shareholders taken from
Charles Fitzwilliam Cadiz, Ordinances, Laws and Froclamations of
Matal 1B43-i870 (Fietermaritzburg: Yause and Slatter, 1B79), vol. 1,
PP.272-3. Directors as taken from Matal Bovernnment RailwaQ (N.B.R.}

Minute Books 7 and =8 dealing with the perind 7 February 1859 to 4
December 1841,




prospectus of the company appeared in the Natal Mercory of 31 January

i85%.% A communal project was thus initiated by the joint ventures
nf leading mercantile men of Durban and FPietermaritzburg. Some of
the above mentioned Directors and Shareholders also controlled the
lo-al ruling body, the Durban Town Council. These men advertised
1G0 shares of £10 each in the prospectus to provide an initial
capital cocf £10 G004 The shares were all taken op by mid-February
1857 and the first general meeting of shareholders was held on 20
February 18537 for the election of Directors and for general

business.”

Albert Robinson, a British engineer, with necessary expertise in the
field, was employed by the company to build a two mile (3 kilometre:
stretch of British standard gauge® (1,5 metres! line betwson the
marktet sguare in central Durban and the Foint wharf at Durban
harbour. Railway and harbour development went hand in hand. The
engineer insisted on the erection of a railway whart, so that ‘goods
would be landed direct from the ship's tackle, on to the trucks, ...
with L[albout three or four hundred feet frontage’'. All arrangements
made by the MN.R.C. received the full support of the eight strong
bBoard of Commissioners for the Harbour. Mayor William Hartley and
two Councillors were represented, as well as 5.0, Cato 25 Lloyvd’'s

Agent.®

= See fAppendix M for copy of printed arospectu
published in the MWatal Hercury, 31 January 1859,

fl

. 3= printed and

© Ibid.; ibid., I February 18%59.

z Ibid., 17 February 1B39. See Appendix L

See App=ndix F. Gauge is the distance between the inside
faces of the renning rails,

g Natsl Mercury, 17 February 185%. Sae MGG, vol.VII, no.3I7E
March 1855: Ordinance, no.3, 1855. ! !

o
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A steam tug'® was ordered to obviate the frequent deftaining of
vassels which brought the plant of locomotive, trucks and line for
the N.R.C. out from England in 183%. This farsighted commercial
snterprise by a generation of local business leaders, well
represented in the Durban Town Councilt and Harbour Board, was a
logical step taken by the elite to favour their interests and boost
trade 1n the growing town. Seven Directors as provided for in the
Draft Trust Deed were fraom Durban and only three from
Fietermaritzburg. in the process of selling shares, Durbanites also
bought up more than their counterparts in Fietermaritzburg.?
The Point-Durban railway line,*® officially opened on 23 June
1860, provided a carrying link or artery aof volume transpartation
between Durban harbour and the Durban central market-piare. The
building of this short local line materialised only when all the
preliminary arrangements had been completed and the contentious
Durban terminus guestion finally settled.*? The terminus was to

be on Ordnance ground to the north of the market square, This was

1o The name of the steam tug was the 'FPioneer’ and she arrived
from England on 14 November 1B5%. She was afterwards remodelled and
her enoines assembled to transform her into a tug. See hatal
Marcury, 17 NMovember 1859; Russell, 01d Durban, p.394.

11 ﬁt an Adiourned Meeting it was announced that out of 249
shares, 7O Durbanites had bought up 991 with only I58 shares bought
up by &5 persons in Fietermaritzburg. See Natal Mercury, 10 March
1839.

1= See Appendix N for Flan A.

1= Russell, 0ld Durban, p.449.

14 Ibid., pp.399-400; N.G.R. Minute Book 3B, 1B April 1859;
Natal Mercury, May to December 1859 deals with this contention i;
great detail. See also Heinie Heydenryvch and Bruno Martin, The nNatal
Main_tines Story (Fretorias HSRC, 1992), pp.1-2. ’ T




dacided by a joint resolution of the Board of Directors of the N.R.C.
in collaboration with the Durban Town Council. William Hartley and
Alexander Mc Arthur were Mavors during this pericd. Station agents
were at the same time appointed at the Point and Durban stations. S
The grandeur of the opening of this railway line and attendance by
White settler dignitaries such as J. Scott, the Governor of MNatal,
5.0. Cato, in his capacity as Director and United States Consular
fAigent, J.R. Goodricke and A.W. Evans, Members of the Legislative
Council for Durban, and Burban’'s Mayor, Alexander MclArthur, who all
undertook the first trip, were well documented by the contemporary

historian, George Russell, in hilis book, The History of 0Old

Durban.*#* The first locomotive, the 'Natal’, with her 24 h.p.

engine pulling five trucks, was enginesred by Henry Jacobs, a newly
arrived British emigrant.®*” The undertaking showed British
technology at its best, and received a royal stamp of approval when
Frince Alfred, youngest son of fGQueen Wictoria, was given a ride on
the train in September 1B&G to the Foint station. The royal party
was, on their departure from Natal, taken by the port boat to H.M.S.

‘Euryalus’ at the anchorage.?®

The next logical step by the M.R.C. was an extension of this line.
The Durban public was informed of the company’ s intention of
introdacing a Bill into the MNatal Legislative Council to enable the

M.F.C. to extend its line westwards along Pine Terrace {(Straet) o

1= Russell, 0Old Durban, pp.3295—400,

1e Ibigd.

1 N.G.R. Minute Book ZB, I January 1B460;
Pp.462-76; Natal HMercury, 78 June 1840,

Russell, 0ld Durban,

i8

Fussell, 0ld Durban, pp.4B8Z-8%9.
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the new West End halt.2® This small extension of about half a
kilometre led towards the West End cemefery®® and was completed 1in
the 1BbOs. The significance of this move was that not only was 1t
the beginning of the route the later main line to Umbilo was to
follow,=2* but also that the central western part of Durban was now
visiblv connected by rail to the esastern part. The latter was the
first central marketing area because of its close proximity to the
harbour. Trade could now be more evenly distributed to accommodate
mor2 people along a longer stretch. Town delivery received a further
oboget 1n 1872 with the completion in centtral Durban of rails for
street ftramways along Gardiner, Fine, West, Smith and Field Strests,
linking up with the Foint railway line. E£ars or trucks laden with
marchandise could now he detached from the locomotive and he

independently handled by shopowners. 2=

4linough great strides forward were made by the N.R.C. during this
spell of private ownership dominated by the settler elite, great
financial ups and downs were also experienced. HN.R.C. expenditure
exceeded income and 3040 new shares at £10 each were issued in 1B&D to
raise the capital to £15 00O, This move permitted the Directors to

Euy boats and act as Landing Agents.2®= Further financial losses

_ 19 NEG, vol.XIII, no.444, S March 1841, p.31: Application faor
2ill to extend the Railwayv to the West End of Durban.

2o M.G.R, Minute Book 329, & Auvgust 18425 Natal Mercurw, 12
August 18462,

=2 See Diagram = % 4,

=22 Campbell, MNatal Railways, p.-40; Matal Marcur » B February
1B7Z. A new crane, a turn—table and various sheds plus improveﬁenta
to the N.R.L. pier facilities were also effected in this period .The
N.R.C. could boast of two locomotives and twenty-five tPUC;S by.
1873, See Natal Mercury, & February 1873, '

== N.G.R. Minute Book I8, 10 July 180,
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e

were incurred and failure to obtain a Natal Government loan==

forced the Directors to issue a further 300 shares at £10 =ach.=S
Thig Bill which was sanctioned by the Lieutenant—-Governor on 7 August
1863, permitted the N.KR.C. not only to extend the line aliong Fine

Terrace, bhut to lease the line as well.=2+

The N.E.C. showed a profit in 18463.%7 At a meeting of shareholders
on 10 November 1863, it was therefore decided by sixteen votes to
three not to lease the line. L£.J. Forde had been appointed by the
Company Directors on 235 September 1846% as the new Manager. Boats
were bought from one of the leading merchants (and previous Mavor of
Durbany, 5.C. Cato, for £950 at the end of 1B&E for loading and
unloading vessels outside the bar.?® With the N.R.C. riding the
wave of prosperity, schemes were contemplated to order a new

locomotive, trucks, and rails.=*

Froposals for railway extension to unlock hinterlangd trade, were
heatedly discussed in the Natal press and at various public meetings
in Matal during the period 184¢—74. British investors were also

attracted. Durban and Pietermaritzburg citizens both campatgned for

=4 Ibid. 2%, 12 August and 17 December 1862, and & January

== Ibid., & January 1B&Z.

=2& Cadiz, Ovrdinances, Laws, Froclamations of katal i847—iB7(,
vol.1l, pp.432-41. It became known as the ‘Law for amending the Law
entitled the Law for the Incorporation of the Natal Railwa; Coampany
passed on 21 June 1859 and sanctioned the creation of S00 new i
shares; the extension of the line along Fine Terrace and permitted
Directors to leass the line.

=7 M.G.F. Minute Book 3P, & MNovember 18&7.

See Appendix L.

=a Ibid., 25 September, 10 November and o December 1BA&3; MNatal
Mercury, 5 Fehruary 18&4. '

=% Ibid.



the immediate extension of this form of ftransport to form a great
trunk route to the interior republics. ™% When the matter wasz
discussed during the 1B41 session of the Matal Legislative Council,
the debaie was noteworthy for the contempt with which many members
referred to the Cape. A previous Mayor, J.R. Boodricke
{parliamentary member for Durban and leading merchant!, was cheered
when he declared that "Natal, as an English settlement, must be
ahead, not behind the antiguated old colony next door. = The
Attorney—General also declared that Natal had far outstripped the
Cape 'in enterprise, in intelligence and general progress’,>2 and

boasted tha

vt

the colonists of Natal had so far ‘pushed forward their
own interests, relying on no connection with the Cape or on any old

community, but on themselves aleone. ==

Both the sugar and coal trade were considered sarious incentives for
railway extension. Benjamin Greenacre (referred to in Chapters 3 and
6} ,=% was especially involved, owning cnoal mining assets in

northern Natal. The Directors of the N.R.C. received a leiter on 4
April 1B44 from F.R. Elliot, Secretary to the newly—formed Natal
Central Railway Company, based in England, which had close
affiliations with the Natal Copal Campany.™S The Matal Central

Railway Company proposed %o issue 30 00O shares at £20 each, giving

1t a capital of £400 000, Their farsighted object was to build an

=

=o Matal Kitness, 29 June 1B&G; MNetal Mercury 8 Sepiembetr 1B&1.

Matal Mercury, 22 Augqust 1861: Natal Legislative Debates.

x= Ibid.
== Ibid.

= teverton, "Benjamin Greenacre’

) » tn Dictionary of South
African Biography, 3, PR.344-5.

== N.B.R. Minute Book I9, 4 April 1B&4.
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inter-city line between Durban and Fietermaritzburg,3* and from
Fietermaritzburg to the coalfields in the Klip River County. Elliet
in a letter dated 4 April 1864 offersed to buy the Durban—Foint link
from the NM.R.C. to consolidate these proposed lines fthrough %o the
Durban harbour. It was agreed by Directors and Shareholders alike to
accept the offer and dratt a bill for selling the line. This
proposal was submitted to the Legislative Council,=” but fell

through when N.R.C. Directors on 7 December 1864 decided to break off
all negotiations with the Natal Central Rallway Eompany.=® The

MNatal Bovernment, although welcoming the railway develapment of
Natal, were presumably cautioned by the British Government to proceed
cnly when they had more mapped—-out details in hand of the route the
main line was to follow. Furthermore, the Natal Central Company’'s
bill for the consiruction of a line from Durban to Fietermaritzburg
was made contingent on the acceptance of the hNatal Coal Company’s
scheme to be granted certain concessions of land, and this might have
angered the indigenous population. Such an outcome was to be

avolided.

In the meantime, both Directors and Shareholders of the N.R.C.
naturally cast their eyes further atield ta the sugar region along
the North Coast (and eventually to the Thukelal!, where their closest
export interests lay. seedless to say, some of the ‘elite”’ aroup,

Mayors Hugh Gillespie, William Hartley, William Falmer, Edward Snell,

i Matal Marcury, 5 Mayv 1843 (Frospectus first advertised).

=7 N.G.R. Minute Book 39, 1O May 1B44.

=0 Ibid., T Decembsr 1B44. Eee G.A.E. Cox, 'Railway
Levelopment between Durban and Fietermaritzburg, 1865—-1RBBO ¢
(unpublished M.A. thesis, University of South Africa Fretoria
1979}, pp.11-33 and Heydenrych and Martin, The Natalﬂﬂain LinE’StDP
PP-5-1% on proposed railway schemes, 1BL&3I-48, - -




The Umgeni Railway Bridge, built in 1877, destroyed by
floods in 1917 and later replaced by a concrete and steel
bridge. This Bridge was completed in December 1877. The
first traim to run over it from Durban to Avoca left
Durban ¢cn 21st August, 1878. Its span was 1,040 feet,
consisting of 26 spans of 40 feet cast iron screw piles

with iron lattice girders.

Photo. (Copyright: Local History Museum).
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E.W. Greenacre, J.W. Stranack, W.E. Robarts®® and A.W., Evancs®®
(referred to in Chapter 3), owned property in Victoria County. To
expand these trading interests further while establishing a railroad
system within Durban, British engineers had teo work out the
principles and technigues of building railway bridges that would link
parts of the expanding city of Durban separated by rivers. Much of
the necessary technology was developed during the construction of the
rrallroad bridges crossing the closest Umgeni and Umbilo Rivers. In
anticipation of future railway development (bridging the Umgeni
River}, the Directors of the N.R.C. as early as 20 February 18&é&
decided to apply ftc the Durban Town Council for one hectare of land
as a terminus adiacent to the Victoria (RQueen’'s) bridge. The bridge
was opened in 1864,91 but destroyed by floods in 18&8. The
second 2% railway bridge in 1877 was put to use in 1878. The
building of bridges for railway extension beyond Durban’s original
boundary line to cross the Umgeni, WUmbileo, Ymhlatuzan and Umlaas
Rivers symbolically emphasized Durban’s growth, progress and powsr in

the physical-spatial environment.

The North Coast Line, also referred to as the ‘Industrial”
Branch,*® was started when the N.R.C. received authority on 24

August 1B6S in the form of a Private Law from the MNatsl Bovernment to

NEG: Supplement, wvol. XXXITI, no. 1872, B March 1B
Yaluation Rall of VYictaria Countwv, 1877, pp.B7-114,

o

I

ac Spencer, Britizh Settlers, vol. &, p;53,

N.G.R. HMinute Book 39, 20 February and 12 September 1844.

a= Campbell, Natal Railways, p.&0.

So described by C.W. Francis Harrison in his book, MNatal: An
Ililustrated Dfficial Railway Guide and Handboaokr of General
Information (London: Fayne Jennings, 1203, p.153, fpr the main part
was to serve “the immen=a sugar and tes bearing areas’.
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extend the line to the edge of the Umgeni River. This line became a
ioint undertaking betwesn the Natal Government, who financed and
constructed it for the easy conveyance of stone from the Umgent
Quarry for Harbour Works, and the M.R.C., who leased it fraom them for

fifteen years.?? The lines was completed in January 1B&7 and on

Friday, 25 January 18&7 the Matal Mercury proclaimed this day, “...as
being the real bepinning of our colonial railway system.... 1t is the
Tirst section of the great northern frunk line... % The same
issue of the newspaper also stressed i1ts importance to the sugar
industry, as i1t would ‘'be an immense boost to the planter, beaten
down as he i1s to the merest minimum of profit. 2% The second
locomotive, the "D Urban’, shipped from England, was also used for
conveyance of such heavy duty cargo. The signing of the 15 year
l2ase between the Colonial Secretary, Major Erskine, and the
Directors of the N.R.C. on 18 February 1847 put the M.R.C. officially
in control of a total of &% miles (10 kilometres) of railway line,
operated by 2 locomotives, ‘Natal’ and ‘D°Urban’.®” The RNatai
Mercury of 9 November reported as follows:
"The Umgeni Railway is now coenstantly bringing in large
guantities of sugar. Our belief is that this short line will

prove such a boon to Victoria County, that ere long 1t will be
praposed to sxtend it to VYerulam. 2=

-a See Appendix N for Flan BE. More money, approximately £8 S5ad
was needed to pav for the new locaomotive which had recently arrived
repair the wharf and repay the £5 000 borrowsed from the Na%al Fank ;t
tgh rate of interest. See N.G.F. Minute Book 2, 14 Sentember. .
S. The Natal Government compromised by making a laan of £ oo
1 i

= ot

w,';§b1e to the N.R.C., using the new locomotive, D Urban, as

ecurity. With this money in hand the Dirsctors finally aéreéq on
terms of the lease aftar making several amendments. See N 3.F

Minute Bool I9, 15 December 1845, .

i | LTI i 7]

e )

= Matal Mercury, 25 January 1B4&7.
ae ibid.

a7 Ibid., 9 November 1B&7.

“8 Ibid.



242
an sconomic upswing from the 1870s, with increased sunar exports,
coupled with the diamond discoveriss in Grigqualand West, had a
corresponding effect on the finances of the M.R.C.*% All this
happened after a period of depression in MNatal {(iB&E-T7O)r connected
with conditions in Britain. 5Shareholders were accordingly paid a
dividend of five per cent in February 1B72.%° The third locomotive,
the "Ferseverance’  was ordered from London and arrived on 1 December
1B75 at 2 cost of f£& &8, which included freight charges.S3
By 1B&9-70, the only railways in South Africa were the ten kilometra
stretch between Durban/Foint/Umgeni Stations, the Cape Town—
Wellington line and the Salt River-Wynberg line.®2 The
significance, nevertheless, of the MN.R.C. undertaking lies in that it
linked the Foint (the landing place of goods and passengers at the
harbour? with the market place in central Durban (East and Wec- Enrds
connected formed the central business district). The line to the
Umgeni River (a joint Government wventure) linked this growing suburhb
with central Durban, forming something resembling a town. Durban's
colonial urban development was given a boost as the town of Durban
could spread itself in a linear direction following the beginnina of
2 railway line %o the north. It was gradually extended to Yictoria

County and Zululand,>= where a sugar economy for Natal was

Heydenrych and Martin, The Natal Main Line Story, pp.zZ-3.

=o Ibid.; Natal Mercury, 17 February and B August 1RTZ.

=1 Ibid., Z December 1B7S.

== U.S.N. Nock, Railwavys of the World: Railwayvs of Southern
Africa (London: Adam & Charle= Black. 1871y, P.19; Eric Rosenthal
Schoorers and Skyscrapers {(Cape Town: Timmins, 1943) pp.105-7; ,
Campbell, The Birth and Development of the Matal Haiiw ‘ ;

avys, pp.1-5.

s= HaPPiSDn, Official Railway Guide, pPp. 153~-73

tlluminating description of this Branch.

y @lves an



slowly svolving.

This gelf-sufficient steam—powered railway or all—around
carrier-system, was as has been seen, for the first fifteen vyears
{1B59-75) in the hands of a private company run by settler elite, and
thereafter i1t became state—-owned. By Law no. & of 1875,5% The

M.FR.C became the Natal Government Railways (N.G.R.). Law no. 5 of
1875 empowered the N.GB.R. to "raise a Loan for the Construction and
Fguipment of certain Railways in the Colony of Natal ' '.=% The pNatal
Mercury of ? February 18735 printed the railway extension plans for
Matal made by the British Colonial Secretary, Lord Carnarvon. The
newspaper commented that the proposed scheme was basically on the
same lines as the failed Melbourne Company scheme, except that it was
to be built on a gradual basis.™® Law no.4 of 1875 formally
dizzllowad Laws n0.3, & and 11 of 1B74,57 which provided for the

inauguration of the Melbourne Company scheme for railway extension to

=a NGB, vol.XXVIII, no.i1570, 11 January 187&, p.8: Law No.g
1875, which provided for the taking over by the Colonial Government
of the lines of Railway between the Point and the Town of Durban, and
between the Town of Durban and the River Umgeni.

== Ibid., pp.7-B: Law no.5S IB75 to raise a lonan.
sa Natal Mercury, ? February and 18 May 1B75. The latter

edition reported that the new system would cost £9 532 per mile,
whereas the Melbourne scheme would have cost £& 950 per mile.

=7 Various points of the Failway Law of 1872 (with woich J.W.

Me=lbourne, an ardent promoter for railway extension to the inierior,
was armed when he left pHatal to gain the approval of the Colonial
Office and to repeal the railway laws of 1B&4), was clarified when
the Matal Legislative Council passed these three laws towards the end
of 1873, although they were actually signed in 1874. Sea Cadiz,
Ordinancez, {aws and Froclamations. 1870-1878, wvol.Z, pp. 103IB-B4;

Heydenrych and Martin, The Natal Main Line Story, pp.Z21-3.
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the interior in the early 1870s.5° Extensions were eventually made
along the South Coast, with a branch line which deviated to the BEluff
and a further stretch along the North Coast and inland.=9 Central
Durban and the harbour came to be physically linked to the urban
districts with the people and the trade that they had to offer. The
sxpansion of the city was stimulated by this urban transport,
enabling many people to separate home from workplace and so the
railway system relieved the density and congestion of the city

centrea.

Sir Henty Bulwer, the Lieutenant—Sovernor of Matal, inaugurated the
operations of the N.B.R. on 1 January 1B74. He turned the first sod
cf the first stage of the main line from Durban to Finetown, which
was eventually o link the ftwo commercial centres of Durban and
Fistermaritzburg.®® This ceremony was attended by Durban’s Mavor,
Benjamin Greenacre and members of the Town Council. The change—over

of the Durban-Foint line to the N.G.R. officially occurred on 1

=a Megotiations between the N.R.C. and J.W. Melbourne dealing

with the period from 25 September 1847 to 19 August 18773 recorded in
the N.G.HR. Minute Book for this period, was leost by fire. The mNatal
Mercury, however, provided some insights. See Cox, ‘Railwav
Development between Burban and FPietermaritzburg, 1845-1BEC",
pr.11-2%; Heydenrych and Martin, The Matal Main tLine Story, pp.1%3-20,
and Heydenrych, 'Railway Development in Matal to 1895, in Guest and
Sellers {(eds ), Enterprise and Explaoitation in a Victorian Colony,

O

op.32-4, for more coverage of the Melbourne proiect (1B6%9-74%.

=2 W56, vel.XXVIII, no.1570, 11 January 1878, p.8: Law no.&
IE7S entitiled the Matal Bovernment to borrow money to the amount not
exteeding £1 200 GO0 for the construction of these three linesz and
for the purchase of the property of the N.F.C. on or before i July
1874 on such terms to be fixed by arbitration, provided that the sum
did not exceed f£4 GGO,

,» 4 Januvary 1E74.
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January 1B77.%* At the same time the Eritish (and Cape) standard
nauge was replaced by the more economical 1,1 metre gauge.== To
give effact to this new arrangement, a second line of rails of the
new gauge was completed at the beginning of 1878 on the Foint—-Durban
line and time-tables were for the first time issued.®= This
take—-over of the railways by the Natal Government did not lessen the
role played by the ruling elite whe controlled the urban development
of the city. HMayor H.W. Currie teported on the extension of the main

line 1in the annual! Mayor’'s HMinute of 1B792 as follows:

"Megotiations have been amicably adjusted as to the land required
for Railway purppnses, viz. 45 feet from Gardiner Street to the
top of Fine Terrace, running thence to 125 feet beyond the West
Etreet cros=ing, and from thence 30 feet to the Umbilo, except at
Z points where the lines necessitatsed an increased width, and *the
fencing in, so reguisite, is now being carried out. %2

tevel crossing barrviers were erected on either side of Wast Street in

the vicinity of Russell Street, which became known as the West End
Gates.*= The marximum speed of trains and engines over any portion
of the railway in operation was not to exceed 24 kilometres an hour.

An even stricter restriction applied to the more central part of

1 This became Law Mo.1B8 1876, signed on 11 November 1874 and
repealed bLaw No.é& 1875 over which controversy existed. See Cadiz,
Ordinances, laws and Froclamations, 187G-1878, vol.2, pp.&BR—Fi;
Heydenrych, ‘Railway Development in MNatal to 1895°, in Guest and
SE;EEPE {ed=.), Enterprise and Exploitation in a Victarian Colonyv,
2.35.

a2 Rozenthal, Schosners and Skyscrapers, pp.110-11, Generally,
the narrowar the gauge, the less costly to constiruct and equip. The
curvature can be more severe and l2ss space is requi red Dvarsll

construction is lighter, which was ideal fos the Rilly Natni“
landscape with its steep and narrow places, -

=X i— ' . ' . -
o Lampbell, The Birth and Development of the Matai Failways,
p.43.
=9 Se= Diagram I. Durban’'s= Mavor = Minute, 31 July 1879, p.35.
=

Zampbell, The Birth and Development of the Matal Railwavys,
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Durban, between Durban Station and the West End Halt, where 10
kilometres an hour was stipulated, and 3 kilometres an hour over the

Gardiner Street Crossing.**

The Matal Bovernment Railways Law, no.4 of 1B75, sanctioned the
construction of threes main arteries for raillway construction by the
M.G.K.,*7 that is the inter-city link between Durban and
Fietermaritzburg; the inter—-suburban South Coast link from Durban
Station along the southern coastal contour lines to Isipingo; and a
further extension of the existing inter—-suburban North Coast link to

Yerulam to cater for the sugar industry even more effectively.

The Durban—-Fietermaritzburg link constructed between 1B74 and 1880
was & first step taken by the M.G.R. to capture the Overberc trade of
the Orange Free State and the Transvaal.*® This connection of two

key centres in Natal made their growth possible: it was a symbol of
“improvement’. Further concentrations of suburban growth along this
train route also developed. The reason was that this transportation
service made it possible for people to keep contact with the market
place and harbour for import and export of their agricultural
produce. A great stride forward was made when Finetown, th= boundary

for the established suburban residences, wa2s reached an 4 September

Hevdenrych and Martin, The Natal Mair Line Storv. po.21-3.

oY=

Matal Mercurv, 2 December 1BBO; Cox, 'Railway Development
between Durban and Fietermaritzburag, 1B&3-18B0 ", pp.l&bs—70,
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1878.2 These suburbs were later incorporated into the Greater
Durban arsa. A.H. Tatlow and C.W. Francis Harrison, who published

Railway Guides, both provided insight into economic activities

pursued by earlier settlers along this vividly described train
route.”® After leaving Durban Station, stopping at Berea Station
{zerving the Berea subutrb, which contained many magnificent homes of
Mayors mentioned in Chapter %}, and proceeding to the Congella
Station™!' (where the Government was undertaking the 'Congella
Scheme’' for Durban harbour improvements”=2), the line continued to
the Umbilo Station” (the Durban Borough boundary}), to Finetown

(Durban County border), and beyond.

The Umbilo River was still the demarcated boundary af the Durban
Borouwgh, but once this obstacle was overcome by the first Umbilo

railway bridge (tested on 27 August IB77 by 2 sieam locomotives

i A.H. Tatlow, Matal Province Descriptive Guide and Official
Handbook (Durban: South African Railway Frinting Works, 12117,
pp.103-4; Harrisaon, Official Railway Buide, pp.41-2. Both these
Buides are very informative on suburban growth points along the train
routes.

7o Tatlow, Descriptive Guige, pp.%7-1046, and Harrison, Eailwawv
Guide, pp.Z3—-42.

72 Mayor Ellis Brown owned a large residential plot here

stretching to the Bay. Durban Local Hiztory Museum: File S72133: 581
B 'Ellis Brawn’'; Levertan ‘Ellis Brown’', in DRictionary of South
Gfrican Bioaraphy, 3, pp.112-13.

FZ

Tatlow, Descriptive Buide, Pp.?7-104; Harrison, Railwsw
Cuide, pp.33-42. This comprehensiye plan for the improvem=nt of the
inpner harbour proved beneficial, for example, tao the timber induztrw
in which Mayor J.W. Lauchars was a great stakeholder as discussed in
Chapter 4.

7= Mayor Thomas O 'Flaherty s wife's brickmaking business of
whicth he was a sharehoider flourished at Umbilo. See Spencer,
British Settler=, vol.2, p.68. 0O'Flaherty s father-in-law, Samuel
Beninafield, alse owned valuahle property in Umbila. See Natal
Mercury, 24 January 1855,
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Credit for much of the further rapid growth of the main and branch
lines in Natal must be given to the British settler, David Hunter
{later knighted!, who distinguished himself as Railway Manager from
27 August 1879, when only eighty kilometres of track had been laid.
S0 successful eas he that he at a later stage joined the ranks of
hurban's settler elite, when, as a recognized leader in society, he

became a Member of Parliament.”2

The link of two cities happsned when the train steamed into 'the
sacond largest station on the line and alighted at the historic
Capital of the Eolony — Fietermaritzburg’ ,7% on 1 December
12B0.8° A W. Kershaw, Mayor of Fietermaritzburg, and members of the
Town Louncil, welcomed with much pleasure Durban’'s Mayor, MWilliam
Arbuckle inr. and Councillers on their arrival in the city of
Fietermaritzburg on this momentous occasion. They were greeted as
the ‘pioneers of railway communication’'®%* and,
“v.. wWe hail with great satisfaction the probable disappearance
of every vestige of division between the coast and upcountry
districts now bound together by a new tie'.®=
Mayor William Arbuckle and his Council responded by viewing the ewvent

of this railway link as

e Laverton, 'David Hunter’', in Dictionarv of South African
Biogramhy, 1, op.395-6.

Edid Harrison, Railway Guide, p.50. Ses Martin, " The coming of
the railway %0 FPietermaritzburg’, in Laband and Haswell (ed5=),_
Fizstermaritrburs 1BZE-1%B8B, pp.135-7; William Bizley,
‘Fietermaritzburg and the railway’, in Laband and Haswell {eds.7,

ibid., pp.139-141,

Matal Mercury, Z Decembar 1880235 HNatal Witness, 7 December

B2 Durban’'s Mavor’s Minute, 31 July 1B881: Annexure Ay, p.76.

8= Ibid,
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. ..28n occasion pregnant wiith the most important results as

affecting the immediate future of inhe communities we respectively

represent. '8%
Business leaders in Durban and Fietermaritzburg respectively, who
formed the first Railway Company in 185%, saw part of a dream of
inland expansion to the cealfields of KElip River County, where some
had cozal mining assets {(mentioned in Chapter 6),99 reali-ed twenty
years later. Their agricultural interests, serviced by the railroad
a2long th2 route, presumably also received a great boost with many of

them owning farms in these fertile maize, wattle, wvegetable and

dairy—farming regions.®Ss

The period 1BBCO-I%07 saw the development of the South Coast line.

The line was to stretch from South Coast Junction.to IsipingoSe
(where the Umlaas River was crossed by one of the largest railway
bridges built in Natal, one of I5%4 metres!, as well as across another
railway bridge built over the Umhlatuzan River.®7 The ratlway line

in its southerly dirsction from South Coast Junction reached

Clairmont {(which became the centre of brickfields and stone gquartries,

®=  Ipid., p.79.

s MECE 41/207: Deceased Estate of Benjamin Wezley Greenacra,
1911, whgo had vested interests in the coal mining areas of Vryheid,
Dundee, MWewcastle and Ladysmith. See MSCE 19/4: Deceaced Estats o
Wiiliam Rebarts, 1903: Ilacluded Inventory, 1911 and Appra aisement,
17173, —hDulnr h¢5 movable shares in Elandslaagte and St. Booross
Collieries. ¥

2= Mayor George Cato owned two largs farms in this ar=a,

notably "Honing Krantz' adioining “Dooren Fug ' at Cato Ridge. Eee
MSCE B/188: Deceased Estate of George Cato, 1B94:; Spencer, Briti
Settlers, vol.4, pp.S55-9.

sh

Bé& Natal Mercury, 20 April 1BEQ, advertised this line to
Isipingo being open to the public. Se2 Tatlow, Descriptive Guide,
P.24%, who described the lins reaching Morth Shepstone by July 1590,
and from there to South Shnepstone by September 107,

®7  Ibid., p.244; Harriszon, Railway Buide, p.179.
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vtilized for barbour works),®® and from there the Bluff line
radiated.®® This system was destined to play a more important role
in the development of Durban harbour once the hinterland for cosl was
tapped more lucratively (discussed in Chapter &). The significance
of this South Ceoast rail connection of a sugar—belt with Durban
harbour, was brought home by the fact that the output of sugar for
the sesasons 1P09-1%710 was T 000 tons, a marked increase on former
output.¥e By 191¢, =ugar preoducing companies held 35 6BB acres of
iand on boith goasts.®* The emergence of companies, for instance
F=2ynolds Bros, Ltd, MNatal Estates Ltd, Tongaat Lid amd C.3G. Smith
Co., "intenzified the hold of merchant capital upan certain sections
of the Matal industry’'.®® So much so that by the First World War,
"virtually the whaole of the milling capacity of the South Coast

industry was in some way directly connected with the C.8. Smith

The South Cpast line extension naturally coincided with the RNorth
Epast line extension. Train halts were encountered on routes leaving
Lurban Station and progressing to the Umgeni River. These were latar
turned into stations, such as Montpelier, the name of which was

thanged to Greyville in May 1B%2 and which opened as a station in

ae Ibid., p.178; Tatlow, Descriptive Guide, p.243.

i Ibid. BSee Fioure 7.

®°  Ibid., pp.264-4B.

<1 ¢y e = ’ ST Y
Richardson, ‘Sugar Indust: 1 1N Guest and Seilers (eds 3.

..f
Enterpricse and Exploitation in a VYictorian Colony, p.122.

2 Ibid., p.193.

T Ibid.



1B8846.72 Transport associated with horse racing had begun to attract
the attention of Railway Headguarters and to boost revenue. Railway
locomotive sheds were later placed here.®® Stamford Hill, the
following halt, where a station was recorded in 1B77, was also
becoming a favourite residential suburb. J. Ellis Brown®* and E.
Firkering owned property here.®7 Harrison provided an insight inte
some of the main economic activities pursued. Apparently the the
principal iron—-foundry of Durban was situated here, as well as
extensive wool-washing mills, a large coffee factory, a tannery, a
distillery and a cigar and tobacce factory. Coastal fruits were
grown in large guantities, and maize cultivation was by no means
unlucrative.”® Tatlow also mentions the Lion Match Company®® in
which J.W. Leuchars had movable shares!©® which by the turn of the
century chose premisss here. Next, at Umgeni, brickmaking was
carried out, as we=ll as stone guarrying for street-hardening and
narbour purpaoses. 0George FPayne, B.W. Greenacre, E. Fickering, H.W.
Currie, H. Gillespie and William Falmer owned property here in the

late 1B705.19! The Coronation Brick and Tile company had chosen

Fa Campbell, The Birth of the South African Failwavs, p.i17.

TS Harrison, Railway Guide, p.153: Tatlow, Descriptive Guide,

e Matal Advertiser: Supplement, 24 Octnber 1BE99.

°7 Ibid., 10 September 1709,

’e Harrison, Railway GBuide, p.153.
i Tatlow, Descriptive Guidse, p.pp.263-4,
100 rE = /@0 T = £
1926 M3CE 5545/19%0: Deceazszed Estate of John Walter Leuchars,

1o1 MGG: Supplement, vol.XXXIII, no.18772 8 March 1B81:

f-A;.,

Valuation Roll of Durban Borough 1877, PP-1&2-183

By
-
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premises here by the turn of the century. At the Umgeni Village
itself, John Millar, A.W. Ewvans, J.R. Goodricke and Hugh Gillespie,

owned property already recorded in 184B.*<=

Once the river was crassed, Victoria County was reached “through
extensive acreages of sugar cane. '3°= Mayor W.E. Robarts, as
areviously mentianed, awned large tracts of land in this fertile
sugar county, for example his Mount Moreland property and land at

Umhlanga Rockz. *©? Harrison gave a lively aceount of the line

n

passing through VYerulam and Tongaat to Stanger with stopping piaces
at Mount Mareland and LLa Mercy.29S Here the tea plantations of

Messrs J.L. Huiett . Sons, bLtd., one of Matal’'s colonial elite
families, formed one of the leading features. A light railway ran
fraom Stanger Station to the factory, a distance of eight miles,
operated and paid for by the Company. A mill was also constructed on
one of the estates on the Umhlali River for sugar manufacturing. 1o+
Harrison described the line from Stanger to Zululand, which territory
was annexed to, and became a province of, Natal in December

1E97,1°7 heralding a new progressive ers in the history of the

sugar lndustry. 198

1o= Natal Mercury, 13 Febhruary 1848,
1o Harrison, Railway Guide, p.155.
1G4

MSCE 19/4 :Deceased Ecstate af William Robarts. 1913 and
Abpraisement, 1913, ’ )
1o= Harrison, Railway Guide, po.155-4&7.
Toe Ibid., pp.l1é&&—8.
i Ibhid., pp.l&B-73.
1o8 Fichardson, "Bugar Industry’, in Guz2st and Seilers (eds by

tnterprise and Explait i i i -3 © o
E; B ation in a Yictorian Colony, pp.191-4.
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The cause for railway extension beyond Durban and Fietermaritzburg
was clearly linked with boosting the economy. By tapping the richly
productive region beyond, the accession of so large and lucrative a
trade teo the Fort of Durban was seen as the means rapidly to enrich
the Fort, and, with it, indirectly, the.entire calony.°® Durban
elite figure—heads in the Natal Government, namely John Robinson’®@

and Harry Escombe, ! were ardent promoters of such extension.

Tawn building in Durban and Fietarmaritzburg was to receive a further
boost when work on the Ladysmith extension was started in 1BEBZ. This
extension from Fietermaritzburg to Ladysmith (the point where the

trade routes from the Orange Fre= State and Transvaal canverged®, was

extensively coversd by Heydenrych and Martin in The Natal Main Lire

(K]
rt
]

ory.**Z Harrison in his Railway Guidel!™ also gave a

descriptive account of the train journey to Ladysmith wikh
intermediate stopping places. The line, although opened only non 21
June 1BB& due to economic fluctuations, was hailed in the Natal press
as most lucrative for the Natal trade??® because ‘it was enly about

13 kilometres from the nearest cmal deposits ~ those at

105

pp.7&6-9.

Natal Almanac, Directory and Yearly Register, 1B&7

]

rio Sir John Robinson, A Life Time in South Africa: Being the
Hecollections of the First Fremier of Natal (London: Smith and Eider,
100, pp.XXXVM-XXVII.

Matal Mercury, 2 August 18280,

haiz Heydenrych and Martin, The Natzl Main Line Story, pp.I9-54
=

de
Hevdenrwych, ‘Railway Davelopment in Natsl tg 1895, in Buest and

Sellers (eds.), pp.54-9.
1az Harrison, Railwavy Buids, PR.&I-75, B0~94, 97101 .
1149

hMatal Mercury, 22 June 188&; ibid., 5 January 18E7; ibid.
I January 1889; Natal Witness, 2T June 1BBA, , '
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Elandslaagte’.*!S Several colliery companies wetre formed during
18388 and 18B% to take immediate advantage of the new railway. By far
the most lucrative were the "English Syndicate’, the Elandslaagte
Colliery, floated by the sugar magnates C.5. Smith and F. Reynolds,
ang the Dundee Coal Lo., chairad by Benjamin Greenacre, and
financially supported by the shipping firm EKing and Sons. 11+

"ntil fthe early 12005 the Dundee Coal Co. was pre—-eminent,

absorbing the neighbouring “"Coalfield" property, starting its own

railway line in 18BE (taken over by the Government in 1B?&) to

meet the main line at Glencoe and, in 1820, contributing almost
two—thirds of the celony’'s total output. 237

Railway extensions fto the borders of Natal, namely at Charlestown and

—

Harrismith, were extensively coverad by Heydenrych and Martin in The

ot

Matal Msin Line Story.?'® Haeydenrych described the last stretch to

tha gold-fields, (1B91-18%53), in 'Railway Development in MNatal to
2957117, so this aspect needs no further elaboration. It is
encugh to mention that prosperity was brought not only to Durban by

the opening up of the Transvaal gold-fields, but to the whole of

South Africs. Anthony Christopher in Southern Africa (as discussed

in Chapter 4, summed it up by =aying that the discovery of minerals,

which in turs brought railway development, saw to the "transformation

11s Hevdaaryvch, ‘Railway Development ', in Buest and Sellers
(ed= ), Enterprise and Exploitation in a Victorian Colony, pp.3E-9,

116 Edgecombe and Guest, ‘Coai Industry s in ibid., p.Tié.

117 Ibid.., p.317.

118 Heyvdenrvoch and HMartin i i ] ; =
P " 5 ty The Natal Main Line Story, pp.5S5—4671;

1@ Heydenrych ‘Railway Development in Natal to 1B2%°, in Gusct

- . . - . .
and Sellers {(eds )}, Epterprize and Exploitation in a Victorian

Lolony, Pp.&1-3; Heydearych and Martin, The Hatal Main {inge Story
pp.77-92. !
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of urban southern Africa’, from 'a basically backward pastoral region
into a modern industrial state.’ To Christopher, such crowth 15 to
be se2n azs ‘the key to an understanding of the historical aecgraphy
of Southern Africa. *%®° This extensive rallway development linking
Durban harbour with the mining towns, as well as with the coastal
sugar bele, 2! consolidated Durban’'s position as the ‘dominant
vrpan centre of Natal *2* (as discussed in Chapter 4). It enabled
Durban to be closely compared as part city to Cape Town.2T The

Cape Railways, during the montnh of May 18%&, transported a total of

o]
Al

1

18

[

tonnez, whereas the Natal system only a few months after the
opening of the rail connection, conveyed 132 878 tonnes.®2 The

Natal railways were in the year July 1899 to June 1B94 responsible
for a contribution of £745 7032 to the calonial revenue, amounting to
no less than 21 per cent of this revenue and already pravided

~

empioyment in 1B%90 for 2 404 Indians and I 137 Africans. ==

In the meantime, Durban Mayor J.J. Hillier and fellow Councillors, in
a genial spirit of co-pperation, which normally accompanied an
uplittment of the economy, received communication from the Colonial
Secretary in 1888 cavering a sketch plan of a propased deviation of

fthe Main Line in central Durban, and the site of a new %ailway

120

Chris=topher, Southeen Africa, . l&,
1=3 See Diagram 5 and Appendisz W,
1== T.J.D. Fair, 'Durban — Its Sphers of Influence as =
Fegional Capital’ in South African Geograchical Journal. Zl, pp.F0-2.

-
N
W

L

ee Appendix J, Table 9.

Heydenrvch, ‘Railway Development’, in Guest and Sellers
teds ), Enterprise and Exploitstion in a Victgrian Calony, pp.&i—-4g.

1= Ibid.
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Station.*=2* The route suggested was considered objectionable by
the ruling eltite, as the area of disturbance (with i1ts conseguent
compensationt, comprised 43 freehold lots, and left the West End Ralt
1in its present position near the cemetery. The Louncil, with the
Borounh Enginesr, and David Hunter, the General Manager of the
Railway Department; made a joint inspection of an improved route
shown on the accompanving diagram. It was contemplated that the land
thus =set aside by the governing elite would be taken in exchange far

the aground then occupied by %the line of railway from Gardiner to St

George’s Strest. 127 The NMatal Bovernment voted a sum of £35 GO0 in
128% towards an estimated cost of the deviation, exclusive of the
caost of £12 520 taowards the new station. Hunter, at an interview

with the whole Council Committee, intimated that the inability of the

Council to centribute the sum of £17 340 had led o postponement of

the proposed deviation by the Government.1=e

One of the first acts of the 1890 Council, headed by HMayor E.W.
Greenacre, was %o reverse this decision on the matter of the
deviation of the railway from Pine Terrace, and to concede o the
railway auvtharities all their wishes in respect of carryving out the

new scheme=. Gissati

n

faction was also sxpressed by Breenacre at the

delay

in the construction of 2 new railway station for Durban ‘as a
discredit to our fown. *2% The deviation question, although

settled, still dragged on during 1892, Greenacre expressed the hope

1ze Durban's Mavor's Minute, 31 July 1BBE, pp.12-13. GSee
Diagram 2.

)

al .

1=z Ibid. Sees Diagrams 1

(30

2= Durban Mayor’'s Minute, 31 July 1889, pp. 14-15,

122 Ibid., It July 1890, p.4.
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that the next generation might have an opportunity of seeing what
seemed doubtful to his generation — "a station suited to the
requirements of the Borough. *®° The Town Council, headed by Mayor
George Fayne, during 1B94 contributed £5 0OC towards the cost of the
railway deviation. Since this encroached upon private properties,
they were forced to purchase most of these. '3 The new railway
=tation was finally giwven the go—-zhead when £15 000 was voted by
Fariiament in 1895 for the current year to make a start with 1t
straightaway, as the deviation was nearing completion.*®*=% Mayors E.
Greenacre and John Niceol, who took great pride in the beautification
of the city of Durban, saw the completion of an i1mposing new Ratilway
terminal in 1898, whereas Mavors E.L. Acutt and Ellis Brown presided
in 1904 over the addition of two storeys made for managerial
offices. *== Hespectabhility and prestige were gained from the
adoption of the 1dea of the station as a civic adornment, a public
building worthy to rank with the Town HMall in the= Durban
environment. The early Durban station was thus superseded at the
turn of the nineteenth century ‘by a large, decorated brick structure
with a clock-tower in the civic Renaissance manner, with a fine
overall trainshed behind’,*=% The Foint Railway station was less
impressive. The outcome of the deviation in central Durban, apart

from shnortening the route, was

1= Ihid., 31 July 1892, p.S.
=1 Ipid., 31 July 1894, p.7.
132 Ihid., 31 July 1895, p.ii.

T33 Ibid., 21 July 1943, pp.10O-11; Henderson, Fifty Years,
p-150. See illustration.

1=4 Kichards and Mackenzie, The Railway Station: A& Social
b}ec?fy, p. G, Sauth of the Sahara, it was only in South Africa that
statiors were built npn a European scales, and only here that stations
were raplaced by new and larger vearsions.




that "the interesting legacy of the diagonal Alexander Strest, and a
strip of land in the middle of Fine Street’ [**5 was beqgueathed. A
later alteration to the railway system in Durban, nearing complestion

by 1B%8, was an overhead pedestrian bridge owver the Main and MNorth

1]

Coazt lines of the N.G.R. near the junction of Frince Edward, Field

and Railway Streets. The purpose was to provide sasy access to the
Ordnance Lands for pedestrians. ™ Another big rallway scheme
proposed for central Durban by David Hunter was an overhead railway
from the Foint to connect with the Main Line beyond Prince Edward
bridge. Suchh a bridge would obviate any necessity for level
crassings aver the most important streets of the town. 37 This
schemz materialised only in the post-Union period.

Through a ‘market—-orientated’ service concept the M.G.R. areatlv
increased the patronage of passenger services. They sponsored and
advertised cheap excursion tours in the local press, for instance the
"queen ‘s Eirthday Holidays’. They also offered "Sunday School
Treats’ to Merebank and Clairment on the South Coast line to
celebrate the (ueen’'s Birthday. ™2 0On the latter occasion, the
newspaper reported that “...there was one common centre of

ins

]

#ttraction, wviz. the railway station, from which hmavily laden tp
#z2re to emerge 2ll the forenoon’.35% This comment emphasized the

role ot railways as an integral part of the Durban communi ty

m

igi=sure acktivitias. The railrcad service was m3de even more

P _ . : - .
MHaswell, The Mskine of Purban ‘s Townscaps, p-7.

134

Durban’'s Mavor’'s Minute, 3! July 1899, p.12.
r=T Ihid.

ix8

PMatal Mercury, 24 May 1B88C.

1== Ihid.
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remunerative by the introduction of extra services, for instance a
parcel service. Hourly trains were also run between Durban and the
Foint.*4® Tp increase patronage, a cheaper rate was brovght in far
passenger fares for Africans (females excepted? travelling third
rlass on these extensions to the various borders of Natal where
labour in mining activities was in great demand.?'4?® Fassenger
fares, comforting reminders of an acceptsd class system, in which

social divisions had been formally identified, were as follows:

1=st Tlass 2nd Class 3Ird Class
SIMGLE JOURNEY &d. ad. 2d.
RETURN 9d. &d. Td. 4=

‘Britain set the pattern with three classes of travel and the
concomitant gradation of station facilities. The rest of Lurope
faollowed ', %= as welil as British counterparts in Durban. Additions
made to the Durban Railway terminal in 1898 further emphasized this
point when a separate building made provision far a ticket—-aotffice
with two entrances, one far first and second class passengers and the
second for those ftravelling third class.*®9 Third class tickets for

local travel could be issusd to White

L]

shaould they so desire. A
further insioght intc the prejudices of the Durban community was
clearly shown by their train sezting arrangements. Coloured servants
accaompanying White passengers caunld take seats with their emplovers

oo paymant of the fare for the class o2f carriage in which they

r40  Thid., 14 May 1EE0.
143 Ibid.
14z Ibid., IO April 1880,

. 14z Richards and Mackenzie, The Railway Station: A& Social
History, p.137. }

1aa Campbeil, The Birth of the South African Railwavs, p.109.
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travelled, provided other passengers 1n the same compartment did noft
obhisct. All Eoloured persons, or ‘Natives’, had before commencing a
Journey, and whilst on a journey, to see that all legal formalities,

whether 1n regard to Fass Laws or otherwise, were duly complied

~

with. he administration would net make any refund of fares to

i

pnaszsengers who were prevented from completing their jJourney by the

[\

palice for breach of the Fass or other law.*?% Not only was the
full social and racial hierarchy of the railway traveller illuminated
by such discriminatory treatment, but also the gresat range of
employment offered by the railways themselves. As a result, a form
of class andy most notablv, racial job reservation grew up in railwawv
employment.
"In colonial fterritories, railways were often the largest
employers of labour. A vast number of local people performed the
menial tasks; peogle of mixked race found jobs most appropriate to
their status as buffers between the White managerial clasz and
th= mass af indigenous emplaoyees. '14=
The growth of the South African railways closely followed the geneital
development of the country. The discovery of diamonds at Fimberley
and gold on ths Witwatersrand, as well as coal deposits in narthern
Matal, actsd as a powerful incentive to rallway consiruction toc these
farts to reap the benefit of rapid, efficien% and cheap transport.
The burden of providing for the nseds of agriculture and industiry
and and along the ccastline was claced on the shoulders of the
ways. From the outset, railway policy was thus shaped in
recognition of the fact that an =2ffective transportation system was a
prereguisite to the ecanomic welfare of the country. The fledolino

tivy of Purban succeeded, with British technological expertise and an

A= MGG: Supplement, wol.LXII, ne. 2837, 2o May 191G, pp.i-20:
g _ , i

et

Official Tariff Book for Fassenger, Luggage, and Farcels Traffic.

144 Richards and Mackenzie, The Raiilw i H 3 i
History, o151, ' ay Station: A Sociatl
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enterprising British ssttler elite within the Durban middle class
community, in starting a three kilometre stretch of railways 1in
Durban. This would grow intc a profitable state enterprise, once the
hinterland trade was unlocked, and Durban badly needed such
activities to change the economic fortune of the town. By tapping
resources inland and alang the coastline, commerce was encoutraged and
regulated. The outcome was the general increase of trading figures
for export from and import to Durban harbour {(discussed in Chapter
A}, Such growth emphasized the fact that given facilities for
tranzportation and a markat overseas, it was possible to sxploit the
abundant natural rescurces of Natal and further afield using animate
and inanimate energy sources and thereby to hasten Durban’'s
development, so successfully promoted by the influential elite class

of Durban society.

The Durban environment waes affected by British applied technology.
The railways not only acted as a unifying inter-city link, but alsno
as a suburban-link, which held Durban together as a town. This
stepping stone of progress was introduced by the conscious desirs of
the controlling British settler eslite in the local society.,

Folitical associationz with the Durban Town Council and Harbour Board

and R e i i i A
2nd the N.R.{L.. a commercial undertaking, were from the outset

underpinned oy social networks amono the settler elite, which gerwved
to promote their economic welfare and that of the c1ty, The
suggestion could be made that their efforts to include outlying
arsas, even after the railways became state-owned., were motiwvated e

tha realization that acguizition and improvement of their large
eztatss, which a railrocad id 113
L2, - a tad wouid facilitate, were necessary to supoort

an lncreasinoly opulent lifestyle.
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Chapter B

Tramway, Electricity and Telephone Services

Industrialization, embracing a whole series of social, economic,
technological and agricultural processes produced changes in the
spcial structure and physical—-spatial forms of the metropolitan city,
which provided an important reference model for colonial urban
settlement.* These processes as they occurred in Durban partly
sxplain the characteristic lay—out (dealt with in Chapter 4), the
sanitary measures (to be dealt with in Chapter 9}, and the urban
svstem as a whole, and alsoc contributed to a particular social

structure (discussed in previous chapters).

The colonial Durban environment was affected by the technology
introduced by the controlling British settler elite. Examples of
such technology were tramways, electricity and telephones (railways
and harbour improvements were dealt with in Chapters & and 7)), which
helped give shape to the physical, spatial and social forms of the
industrial city.
‘Technaology is an adequate abhreviation to indicate that the
colonial settlement is not only a product of cultural interaction
but also of cultures with very different forms of technological,
social, economic and political organisation and development. *=
In addition to the fundamental improvements in transportation and
improved communication, a number of other technological developments
were significant in shaping the morphology of the city of Durban. (&

new mathod of city lighting, using the incandescent electrir lamp,

1

. Fing, Colonial Urban Levelopment, B-395 King, "Colonial
Cities’', in Ross and Telkamp (eds), p.23.

=  Ibid., p.38.
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was demonstrated by the American Thomas Ediseon in 187%, and led to
the development of a central power station that could supply enough
curtrent to light up a whole eity.* Complex new generators, meters
and conductors had to be devised for the experiment; its success
demonstrated that electric lighting could be utilized for commercial
purposes. Although an improved gas lamp developed in Britain in 1885
and patented in the United States in 18%90 gave the gas—-light industry
renewed temporary wvigor, the electric light proved in the lang run
the most satisfactory and practical device for illuminating a large
city.* The working day in business offices could now be lengthened,
factories could be operated around the clock, and the night-time
recreational activities of the city could be greatly expanded.
Electricity as a lighting medium for the city of Durban was
introduced by the turn of the nineteenth century by the influential
leaders among the British settlers. The earlier use of paraffin

lamps was slowly phased out.

Improved communication was vital if Durban was to continue to
function as a city. The telegraph and underground sea cable had
earlier provided the kind of information system that enabled Burban
to become tied into national and international networks. They were,
however, unable to relay lengthy complex information back and farth
within the city. Urban mail delivery had been established, but was
again not efficient enough as a system to unify the ever-expanding
city of Durban. The answer to rapid urban communication was supplied

by the introduction of the telephonas.

=

Glaab and Brown, A History of Urban America, pp.163-64.

- Ibid.
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Urban transportation, except railways using steam—power as a source
of energy, was still horse—drawn 1n England till the late nineteenth
century, when i1t became electricity-driven.® Durban also at first
relied on animate sources. Stage-coaches 1n the 1830s, omnibuses,
hackney cabs, carts and carriages of every kind were used in the
arowing metropolitan society.® These improved transport methods
were presumably stimulated by the advent of the railways which

promoted the idea of accelerated communication.

The general picture of urban transportation in Durban {(besides the
railways discussed in Chapter 7), was very similar to that in
Britain. John Dare, a British settler in Fietermaritzburg,
introduced rapid passenger travel between Durban and Fietermaritzburg
in 1860 and called his coach the ‘Ferseverance’. His starting places
were the 'Crown’ (Hotel) in Fietermaritzburg and the "Masonic’
{(Hotel) in Durban, and the coaches called at places such as
Camperdown and Finetown on the way. The fare, up or down, was fi,
with children under twelve, half price. Passengers were al lowed
101lbs. luggage, charged for at a rate of an extra 1%d. per 1b.
Farcels carried and delivered cost is. for 6 lbs., and above &lbs.
1%d. extra per 1b. Another British settler, John W. Welch of
Finetown, a burgess of Durban, who took over from Dare, established a

daily horse-drawn omnibus service both wayvs.” His omnibus office

= R.J. Unstead, Age of Machines: @ Fictarial Historyv 1B15-1901
{London: MacDonald Educational, 1974}, PR.B-16&.

- ibid.

r

Hattersley, British Settlement of Matal, p.272; Russell, Qld
Durban, pp.446~7. MWelch was succeeded by his sons an retirement, one
of whom continued as Fosgteart Contractor for Natal ocutside the lim

1ty
of the Natal Government Railways.
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was located centrally in West Street.® In 1874 Joseph Murray {(son
of A.K. Murray, the founder of Pinetown) received the contract for
carrying mails between Durban and Fietermaritzburg. Fassengers were
also conveyed in the horse—-drawn post-cart, the time taken being six
to seven hours.® Theres were three four—wheeled conveyances and four
two—-wheelers in the service and the contractors had altogether a
hundred horses, the daily requirements being a minimum of sixty—four
horses, eight different teams of four for each cart. The
contractors’ employees included three experienced drivers, about
thirty Africans for the stables and a farrier and harness maker.

Murray received £10 per trip from Pietermaritzburg to Durban.?t®©

The need for some system of public conveyance in ;entral Durban
(other than the railways) between the centre of town and the harbour,
was first met in the early 1B70s by the institution of a horse—-drawn
omnibus service between Grey Street and the Point.®?! This service
was later extended to the Berea. A typical notice appeared in the

Natal Mercury of 1B June 18B8B0*= placed by the proprietor of Dales’

buses (originally aowned by W. Dalgety and taken over by John

Dales). Nofice was given of a timetable of those buces leaving Trom
Burban to Berea Road and back (the Toll Ear bus}, flying a blue flag,
and from Durban to Musgrave Road anﬁ back, flying a red flag. Dales’

Berea Road bus left Durban at 1 p.m. and accommodated the Younag

b Matal Almsnac Directory and Yearly Reaister, 1880:

Commercial Directory, p.374.

= 8’ keefe, Figneers’' Frogress, p.13.
1o Ibid.

i1 Henderson, Fifty Years, p.Z272.

1= Matal Mercury, 18 June 18BB0O: Notire.
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Ladies of the Collegiate Institute. Buses also ran between Durban

and the FPoint at intervals of a quarter of an hour every weekday. 1=

Horse—drawn trams, introduced in England in 1861, and in Durban in
188G by Councillor Henry Ramsey Collins {(to be discussed), were
followed by steam trams. Electric power was in use from 1884 1in
England and in Durban from 1902, By 190¢, there were three eslectric
companies in operation in England,*® and one of the three had

expanded its services to this part of the globe.

Bicycles provided a cheap and rapid means of transport and the first

motorcycle appeared in England in the 18%20s.'® The Natal Almanac,

Directory and Yearly Register of 1200 recorded the "Natal Cycle

Company’ in West Street, as well as the 'Durban Ricksha Company’
{light hansoms drawn by Africans) in Pine Street.4 (The Burban
Local History Museum has on display a ‘penny farthing' bicycle,

apparently owned at the time by Mayor Edward Fickering.)

By this time, keen interest had been aroused in the motor-car with
its internal combustion engine. Traffic laws hampered its
development in Eritain until 1B%46 when, to celebrate the new freedom,

a2 Tleet of “horseless carriages’ set off from London to

1 Ihid.

Unstead, Age of Machines, pp.B-1é4.

s Ibid.

1o NMatal Almanac Directory and Yearly Register, 19200: Trade

Directory, pp.347-&6; Tatlow, Descriptive Buide, p. 60,
Henderson, Fifty Years, pp.341-2,
to Durban in 1B?3.

: Seea
on the introduction of jinrickhas
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Brighton.*” Introduction %o Durban rapidly followed.?®® fFor
long—distance overland passenger and goods transport in South Africa,
use was made of the oxwagon - a wagon, generally pulled by sixteen
oxen, which plied continuously from the late 1830s onwards between
Durban and the interior of South Africa. The distance between Durban
and Fietermaritzburg (by rocad some eighty-six kilometres!) seldom took
less than three days to cover, with the ouwagon limited to two

tons. ¥

Horse-drawn trams for public transport became part of the Durban town
traftfic scene only when Councillor Hentry Ramsey Collins (later called
"Tramsey Collins },2° Engineer and Promoter of the Durban Tramways
Company, applied to the Durban Town Council early in 18792 for
permission to lay a tramline along the main streets of Durban. At
this time the Town Council was empowsred under Law 19 of 1B72 o

construct tramways but did not possess any specific authority to

17 Unstead, Age of Machines, pp.B-1i6.

1. Wilks, For the Love of MNatal, p.105, wrote that on Z1
November 1B%7, Durban citizens saw their first motor car, when an
"Arnold Sociable’ was unloaded from a ship at the Foint for its owner
F.H. Hadfield, an electrician who had a substantial business in Field
Street. The car, built by the Arnold Motor Carriage Company of East
Fackham, naturally attracted considerable interest when its wrappings
ware taken off and the first road test undertaken. )

19

Heydenrych and Martin, The Natal Main Line Story, p.S5.

20 The enthusiasm of Henry Ramsey Collins (who emigrated to
Matal in 1872) for the project of Tramways, in spite of local
prejudice, earned him the pickname ‘Tramsey Collins’'. See Wilxs, For
the Love gf Matal, pp.27-3
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enter into an agreement with a company teo run them.Z®?! The request
made by the LCompany was granted by Law no. 1% of 1BRO which marked
the birth of the tramway era in Durban. An agreement to form the
first Tramways Company was signed betwesn Mavor William Arbuckle and
Robert Acutt, Chairman of the Tramways Company.®2 & notice appeared

itn the pMatal Mercury eof 14 May 1BBQ, whereby the Secretary, H.R.

Colltins ef the Durban Tramways Co. Ltd., reguested tenders to be
received at the offices of the Company, Central West Street, on or
before 18 May 1BBG, from persons willing to 'Convey the Tramway Flant
from the Wharf at the Point, and Stack it on adjacent ground. ==

The tender was to include tar and cement and the total weight of the
material was to be about 300 tons. Further notices appesared in the
press in June whereby the Company called for tenders for the

construction of the tramway.

‘The Directors of this Company are prepared to receive Tenders
for the "Excavating and for the Laying Down of their Tramway” in
accordance with the Drawings and Specifications, which may be
seen at the Company’'s Offices, West Strest (Corner of Mark Lane),
where all the necessary information may be ohtained. =<

Tenders were to be sent in not later than = August 1880. The Natal

Mercury reported on B July 1BBO that the Directors of the Durban

=Za D. Heron, ‘Urban Fassenger Transportation with special

reference to the Development of Durban’ (4 descriptive survey of
public passenger transportation by tramway, omnibus and trolleybusesg
mainly in Durban), (unpublished 7 thesis, Natal University College,
Durban, 1247}, pp.Z23—-4. Heron was assisted by Frofessor H.R. Burtows
and W. Thornhill, Civic Research Fellow of the Matal University
Lollege, Durban, as well as by E. Green, Durban City Treasurer, and
also gave his assistance to the Durban Fassenger Transport Inquiry
Commission in a report officially released on 20 June 1247,

== C50 713, Minute 621718795 CEO0 773, no.ZB&A/1BBO.

== Matal Mercury, 14 May 1B80.

=a Ibid., 19 June and 2¢ Juns 1BBO.
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Tramways Company had appointed E.A. Flatt as their Accountant and
Cecretary. The first tramline was the Foint/Durban tramline.
Contruction of this tramline from the Foint to central Durban was
commenced in August. The Starbruck Car Company in England received
the order to supply.®® Late in 1880 correspondence continued
bhetween H.K. Lollins, the Engineer, and C. Jenkyns, Clerk of Works of
the Matal BGovernment Department relating to the position of the
tramway terminus at the Point. It also dealt with the proposed
extension of the tramway beyond the southern boundary of the
Alexandra Hotel lot.=¢ Credit for initiating the tramway age in
1880 in Durban, as another necessary form of public transportation,
has thus to be given to an enterprising leader in the community,
Councillor H.R. Collins. Collins not only served on the Durban Town
Council for eleven years®? (later being appointed Deputy—-Mayor}:
but, in his private capacity, took the initiative to form this

private company.

Mo time was wasted by the contractors in the laying of the Foint
line, from the West End railway crossing in Russell Street (referred
to in Chapter 7), along the centre of West Street to the Point in
1EB1.%® This line was only put in use after the Chairman of the
Durban Tramways Company declared it open for inspection by the Natal

Government and Durban Town Council.®® The first tramway for public

®S  Ihid., 8 July ig880.
=& 80 798, Minute 1077/1881.

Wilks, For the Love of Natal, p.23.

Henderson, Fifty Years, P-272%, wrote to the old Criterion
Bar at the Foint.

=ze C80 7932, Minute S571/1881.
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transport, with four double deck cars operating a twenty minute
service at a fare of five pence each way, thus covered the distance
of nearly three kilometres between city centre and harbour
(Foint).™° This was similar to the route taken by the first railway
just a little more than twenty years before, and the horse-drawn
omnibus service with Dales’ buses in the 1870s5. The growing demand
for transport services for passengers and goods between the market
and Foint thus accentuated the role of the harbour of Durban as a
dynamic factor in stimulating economic and conseguently urban growth;
more job opportunities were created, which drew more people to this

maritime city.

The growth and development of the tramways in Durban was also to
foilow a suburban pattern, which could be compared with those of
American cities such as Boston, where such a system of urban
transportation extended the city and grouped the residents in close
proximity to the lines.™* Tramways permitted Durban to spread out
and still maintain its functional identity as a harbour city rather
than to fragment into a number of distinct urban units. Durbanites
were given a chance to separate workplace from home. The first
extension of the local tramway service from central Durban to the
suburbs was provided for by the EUbQPban Tramways Law, no.l1lB8 of
188%5,%% whereby a second private company, called the ‘Suburban
Tramways Company ' was formed with A.E. Murray as the Managing

Director. The governing settler elite, headed by Mayor J.W.

=o. Heron "Urban Fassenger Transportation’, pp.2%i—4.

=1 Sam B. Warner Jr., Streetcar Suburbs: The Frocess of Growth

in Boston, 1870-190C (U,5.A.: Harvard University Press, 192627,
Prp.viii—-iv, 4%.

== Durban Mavor’'s Miputes, *1 July 1885, pPp.7, 15G0-9.



berea Road, circa 1880's looking towards town and
showing the old horse trams at the &4th Stage froem the
Town Hall.

Photo (Copyright: Local History HMMuseum).
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Stranack, consented to tramways being constructed along certain
suburban roads of Durban.>= The Berea tramline was the first to
cserve the suburbs and connected at the West End terminus (at the
junction of West Street and Berea Road where the tramline from the
Foint terminated). A tramline was laid up the hill to the corner of
Botanic Gardens Road (known as the 0ld Dutch Road stage). From here
access was obtained to the gardens, observatory and taboratory. The
tramline then continued to the junction of Musgrave and Berea Reoads
and thence along Musgrave Road as far as the junction with Sydenham
Road.>* The Company commenced operations with rolling stock
consisting of four single deck horse cars with a seating capacity of
twenty-five passengers. Their route extended from Field Street along
Berea and Musgrave Roads to Sydenham Road. The route from Field
Street to Russell Street necessitated running over a portion of the
Durban Tramways Company’'s line for which privilege the latter Company

levied a toll of four pence per trip.==

The narrowing of the main entrance to the Berea suburb to the width
of the double railway gates, and the proximity of the tramway
terminus with waiting cars in the centre, had in the meantime led %o
a dangerous congestinn of traffic. The obstacle was overcome in 1888
by an arrangement between the Railway Department and the Durban Town
Council to provide an additional pair of gates and to employ the

services of platelayers.3% The consequent deviation of the suburban

== NGG, vol.XL1, no.2370, 2 July 188%, p.717: Notice, Suburban
Tramways Company Limited. See C50 1081, Minute Z1B(/1BB4.
. =4 Durban Mayor s Minute, 31 July 18B5, pp.7, 150-9. See
Henderson, Fifty Years, p.2 %3 Heron “Urban Fassenger
Transportation’, p.24.

== Ibid.

=& Durban Mavor’'s Minute. T1 Julv 1BBE. m 1=




273
tramway at the West End, with the placing of new railway crossing
gates, and the construction of the turn-out to the Durban tram
stables, as well.-as the loop near the cemetery, was completed early

in June 1BBB at a cost of £123 175  &d.=7

Further suburban tramways were sanctioned by the Natal Government in
1889 by the Suburban Tramways Exkension and Amendment Law.™® The
Euburban Tramways Company was ampowered to lay down and work
tramways along Manning, Stella and Florida Roads, across the Durban
Flat and the Umgeni Road, along Railway, Gardiner, Smith and FPark
Streets, and other roads and streets in the Borough of Burban. This
was in addition to streets and roads mentioned in the 'Suburban
Tramways Law, 1885°. Such tramways were to be worked with cars or
carriages, drawn by horses, or driven by steam or other motive power,
for the conveyance of passengers and parcels.>® The amalgamation of
the Durban Tramways Company and the Suburban Tramways Company (Ltd.}
took place in 18%0 to provide a more efficient service.?® The newly
named undertaking was now styled ‘The Durban Boroughs Tramways

CEompany, Limited’'.#* Further suburban extension followed.

The estimated cost of construction of the Florida tramline was £8 400

id Ibid., p.22.

xa NGG, vol.XLI, no.Z352, 1& April 1BES, p.323: Notice of
Appiication for a Bill in the Legislative Council, 188%9. See ibid.,
no.: i3, 14 May 1BB%, no.23I51, p.437: Bill, no.20, 1BEBY (As sst down
for Second Reading).

== NGG, vol.XLI, no.2351, 14 May 1BB%, p.433: Bili, nc. 20, 1889
tAs set down for Second Reading).

7ﬁ77:?889Durban Mavor's Mipute, 31 July 1890, p.S5: CSO 17 I, Minute

a1 Henderson, Fifty Years, p.274; Heron ‘“Urban Passenger

Transportation’, p-24.
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and it was considered that the governing elite should be re—-imbursed
by the sale of townlands.4® Suburban properties on the new Florida
FRoad were then opened up by means of a tramline after an enabling
law, no. 27 of 1891, passed by the Natal Government, gave permission
to the Town Council to construct and work such a line to serve
Florida Road suburb.?= This line commenced at the junction of West
and field Streets, and proceeded along Field Street, Umgeni Road,
First Avenue and Florida Reoad as far as Mitchell Park, forming a
"horseshoe curve’,?? where a reversing station was constructed.
From there the line procesded along Musgrave Road Extension to
Marriott Road.“4® Work commenced early in 189Z. The line was
inspected by Mayor J.W. Leuchars and the Colonial Engineer in 1B92
and then partially Dpéned.“é On completion in 1893, three tram
shelters were placed in suitable positions along the line.%7 The
tramlines at Marriott Road represented "the meeting-place of the cars
as they circled the Berea and town', and they then returned to the

Fost Office.?® Mayor George Fayne reported in nis annual Minute of

1894:

a= Ibid., pp.23-4,

47X

Durban Mavor's Minute, 31 July 1891, pp. 73-Bi; Hendersaon,
Fifty Years, p.275.

a4 Tatlow, Descriptive Guide, pp. 32—,

= Henderson, Fifty Years, p.275.

e CE0 1342, Minute 4144718972, Henderson, Fifty vYears, p.273,
wrote that this line was opened for Tram traffic on :
1891.

iZ September

az>

Durban Mayor’'s Minute, 31 July 182%, pp.4-5.

as Ibid., 3t July 1894, pp.3-64. See Tatlow,

0p.B89, 93 Descriptive Guide,
] [} =
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"The Florida Road line, under the Manager (Mr Lowl, 1s working
satisfactorily. The revenue for the year has totalled f£2 8352,
which is £212 above the estimate. Unfortunately, the losses in
horses last summer were heavy, nine having succumbed o the
prevailing epidemic. '*%
The Umbilo line was ogpened under the same law which provided for a
line to be laid out along the Umbiloc Road as far as its junction with
MclDonald Road. In 1894 Mayor BGeorge FPayne forwarded for the sanction
of the Governor an agreement®® bhetween the Town Council and the
Curban Borough Tramways Company that the Town Council should build
this lin=.%! The Umbilo Road tramway line covering a distance Df'%
of a mile, was completed up to McDonald Road in 1893, and leased %o
the Company on a seven years’ lease at a rental af 3% of the capital
cost of £1 B80&6.72 During the same period the Durban Borough
Tramways Company also completed and opened far tram traffic in
November 1894 its Berea Road extension (a section of line from Berea

and Musgrave Road junction) to Toll Gate.=> No other development

was undertaken by the Company.

The same reasons that prompted the ruling elite to build the Stamford
Hill line (extension from Florida Road at the bottom of the hill},
were advanced for building the Florida Road line, i.e. the desire nof

the Council to open up the Durban Town Estate (entrusted to them in

i Durban Mayor’'s Minute, 31 July 1874, p.7.

=o This extension of the Umbilo line was laid bv the

Corporation and was offered to the Boraugh Tramways Company on a
seven years’ lease at a rental of 5 per cent of the cost. See ibid.

Sa £50 1410, Minute S214/1894.

== See Appendix . See MIFW 52, LW 284/1895; Heron “Urban
Fassenger Transportation’, pp.Z24-6.

== Ipid., p.24.
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iB54 by the Natal Government) for residential purposes.>* The
Stamford Hill line was commenced with by the municipality in 1B%7.
The first stage from the Racecourse to Harvey Koad was completed in
i898.5= An inspection of the first section of the Stamford Hill
extension was carried out in 1BYE by Mayor John Nicol and the Chief
Engineer of the Fublic Works Department, J. Fletcher,®¢ as well as
a later inspection of the third and last section completed late in
1B9Y8B=” at a cost of £S5 13%. This section was opened for tram
traffic in October 18%98 and worked in conjunction with the Florida
Road tramway. After the completion of this line the total tramway
truck mileage within the Borough amounted to lﬁk.miles, 3 miles of
which were owned by the Durban Borough Tramways Co., Ltd., and 5¢:
miles by the municipality.=2 The tramways thus provided acress to
new areas of the city and reduced the time people took to get to
worlk. They also made it possible to get more easily to the parks and
race meetings.

"There was always a direct relationship between urbanization and

transport - not so much satisfying existing needs as Creating new
residential districts. =%

A provisional agreement was entered into by the influential class faor

=a Ibid., p.25.

== Durban Mayor's Minute, 31 July 1898, pp.1B-3I7. CGee Tatlow,
Bescriptive Guide, p.95.

Se MIFW 59, LW 1447/18%98; FWD 2/98, nno.1572/1858.

S MIFPW 57, LW 5937/1898; FWD 2/3%, no.3IB855/1898 and PWD 2/98
no. 331371898, 1

=8 Heron, ‘Urban Fassenger Transportation’, p.26a.

=S99

Briggs, Victorian Cities, p.15.
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the municipalisation of the tramways in order to gain greater
caontrol. As early as 1873 Mayor J.W. Leuchars reported that in
compliance with what was understood to be the wish of the Burgesses,
representations to the Durban Borough Tramways Eompany were made to
purchase the Company’'s assets. A Committee, comprising the Mayor and
Councillors Snell and Ferguson, was appointed, and after several
conferences with the Directors of the Company, a provisional
agreement was arranged. Hereby the Town Council was to purchase the
whole of the Company’'s assets for the sum of £77 000, In terms of
the tramway laws, the reguisite notice of thirty days was given for
the consideration and adoption of the agreement. An impression
~amongst the Burgesses that the purchase price was excessive
culminated in a public meeting of ratepayers, held on 11 April 1823,
at which 1t was decided as follows:

"In the opinion of this Meeting, it is not desirable to canfirm

the Frovisional Agreement for the purchase of the Durban Borough

Tramways, or ta enter into any further negotiations at the

present time for the purchase thereopof. =°
In compliance with this resolution, at the Council Meeting held on 13
April 18923, the provisional agreement was not ratified. Mayor J.W.
Leuchars simply reported that:

‘Thoggh there may be doubts as to the wisdom of the decision

enlolined by the Burgesses, there can be none as to the

?ﬂFISfaCt%Dﬂ with which their representatives view an awakening

interest in the work of the Council — a =zatisfaction which would

be enhanced were there evidente of any disposition on the part of

prominent critics to come forward and take their part in the
municipal work of the Borough. =1

In the final agreement early in 18?29 Messrs Shepstone, Wylie and

Binns asked for the necessary statutory conszent to enable the Durban

ao

Burban Mayor s Minute, Tt July 1893, p.BZ.

a1 Ibid., p.B&.
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Borough Tramways Co. Ltd. to sell their undertaking to the Durban
Municipality.®2 This was granted and further negotiations between
the Tramway Company and the Municipality resulted in the latter
obtaining the entire control of the Tramways in 18%%, as authorised
by Act no.12 of 1899.%= A Special Committee, consisting of
CDuncilloFs J. Nicol, J. Ellis Brown, G.A. de R. Labistour and M.G.
Evans, was appolnted by the Council to ascertaln the legal position
of the Eouncil with regard to acquiring such an undertaking then ar
at any time priar to %1 December 1912, and the basis of valuation
should arbitration be resorted to in the absence aof a price being
mutually agreed upon. A conference took place between the Directors
of the Company and the Special Committee, at which the Chairman of
the Company, Councillor H.R. Collins, stated that his Board was
przpared to recommend to their shareholders the sale of their
undertaking for the sum of f£114 02 (in round figures!), as on 31
December 1872. The ESpecial Committee had no hesitation in
recommending the Council’'s acceptance of this offer which the Council

uvnanimously confirmed.

‘There tan be no gquestion as to the wisdom of the Council in
taking this step. When the tramways are in the hands of the
Corporation electric traction will be at once proceeded with,
nacessary extensions into districts which could not be =erved
with horse power can then be made, while it is tolerably certain
that within five years of the Corporation acquiring the tramways

the fares will have heen gradually reduced to 50 per cent of the
present rates. "%4

“= LS50 1&18, Minute 4904/1B%9,

&X

Durban Mavor s Minute, 31 July 1898, pp.18-32; ibid.., 120G
pp.?-10), See Heron ‘Urban Fassenger Transportation® Rp-27. a ,
further Act no.1l1, 1899, was passed to increase the Burban Town
Louncil’'s borrowing powers by £250 Q00 to meet the purchase of the
Company ‘s undertaking (f14 0G). The loan authorised under this Act

was satisfactorily floated in Londoan in 1901 at 4% repayable in 1951

& aq

Durban Mavor's Minute, 31 July 1898, p.32.
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The Corporation took over the working of the undertaking on 1 August
1899, as well as the majority of the employees of the old Company,
under the management of E. Sturgeon {(secretary to the old
Company). %= With the municipalisation of the tramways the Durban
Town Council gained even more control. A Tramways Department was
formed in 1200 and an experienced Tramway Manager was advertised for
in England to handle affairs. J.T. Davidson was appolnted in 1203 to
succeed E. Sturgeon, who had in the meantime been appointed
Manager.®* In 1891 the Chairman of the Burban Borough Tramways
Company, Limited forwarded By—-laws to the Natal Government which were
framed by the Company.®” However, Laws with certain amendments
under which the Durban Municipal Passenger Transport undertaking
operated were only finally sanctioned by the Municipal Tramways
Consolidatiaon Act no. 37 of 1905. The fare was simultaneously

increasad from three pence to six pence.=®

After municipalisation, duplication of rails to the suburbs was
undertaken. This was seen as a necessity for electrification of the
tramways, as existing rails originally laid for hoarse traction were
of a light weight and unsuitable for heavy electric cars. @as part of
the process of the duplication of rails, a new track of eighteen
miles was put in use in 1902. The track stretched from Alice Stfreet
to GBreyville and included a portion of Florida Road, Alice Street and

0ld Dutch Road, as well as the Umbilo Road externsion of a single line

€= Ibid., 31 July 1900, pp.7-1Q.
= Ibid., 31 July 1890, pp.43-6; ibid., 31 July 1903, pp.B83-6.
“7 £SO 1286, Minute SZ1/1B891.

=8 €80 B4OZ-2025, Minute 1BOO/1905.

: , See Heron ‘Urban Fassenger
Transpartation’, p.Z2B8.
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from McDonald Rpad to the Congella Police Station.®® It was
recorded in 1203 that the total mileage laid was 17.72 miles and that
this mileage completed the Berea circle and Tell Bate sections. The
new track to Mitchell Fark was opened on 5 January 1203, The opening
to Chelmsford Road (Umbilo Toll Bate) was on 1 June and to the Berea
circle route on 1 July 12CG3.7° Other tramway extension work
inciuvded the Umbilo line as far as the newly—opened S5tellawood
cemetery.”! New track was laid during 192046 in Old Dutch Road
between Wills Lane (Road) and Warwick Avenue, and in Umgeni Road
between Umgeni Railway Station and Goble Road, bringing the total
length to date to 25.83% miles.”® The Umgeni line was opened to
traffic only in 1937, DBuring 1907 a new car shed was completed at
tha Alice Fower Btation.”™ The opening of the Cowey Road line,
which afforded more convenient means of access to the Eotanic
fardens, and the Branch line to the Race Course, which came into
effect on 4 July 1908 (when the City line was extended to Clarence
Road by Sixth Avenue), greatly facilitated tram traffic to these
places. The new section of tramline, running from Umbilaq along

Davenport Road as far as Bulwer Farlk was opened in 1909.74 The

Lo

Durban Mayor’'s Minute, =1 July 1202, pp.15-i7. See Appendi
k. for Durban’'s Electric Tramways in 1904,

7o ibid., 21 July 1903, pp. B3—4&: Inclusive Report by the
Borough Engineer, J. Fletcher to the Durban Town Council.

7z Ibid., 321 July 1904, pp.119-22, ibid., 1704, pp.156—60, Sae
Henderson, Fifty Years, p.ZBi.

72 Ibid., 31 July 19G7, pp.9, 204-7. See FWL 2/143.
no. 1203/1904. '

-

Durban Mavor’'s Mipute, 31 July 1907, p. 204,

s Ibid., 31 July 1908 pp.45-50; ibid 1 g §
05, - -y 3 uly 19 - 105,
See Appendix 5. ’ ’ 4 P >
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extension of this Umbilo tramway, as far as Frospect Road, was opened

for traffic on 5 November 1910. Tatlow in Matal Descriptive Guide

and Official Handbook, gave a vivid portrayal of a tram journey by

1910. He mentioned the journey as also leading to the Bay Embankment
area from the junction of West and Gardiner Street then along to
Albert Fark {(Congella}) and ending at the Berea End of West Street

(cemetery}.”=

Tramway extension across the Umgeni Bridge to Prospect Hall in the
County of Victoria was contemplated in 1904 but naot achieved in the
colonial period.”% The Durban Town Council began to show great
interest in upgrading the Beachfront area from 1206 onwards. This
lengthy process was on—going in the post-colonial period. The
Borough Engineer, J. Fletcher, submitted a Beach and Sea Frontage
Improvement Scheme in 17204 to make Durban’s beachfront more
attractive and, at the same time, open up lands facing the sea for
building purposes.”” The three suggestions he came up with were,
firstly, the consideraticon cof a tramline and roadway along the Beach;
secondly, a reclamation schemes, and, thirdly, the building of a
pier. The tramline and rcocadway could be made to form a circuit by a
connection with the Umgeni Road line at the bottom of Goble Road.
Thne total cost would have amounted ftog £340 394 and some 200 acres of
land would have had to be made available. He further racommended

that advice be sought from an engineer having special experiences of

7= Tatlow, Descriptive Guide, pp.87-9.

7 il

See Appendix K.

FT

Durban Mayor's Minutae, 71 July 1904, pp.Si-é4.




=282
marine works.”® Some af the suggestions made by Fletcher saw
completion in the colonial period under the leadership of J. Ellis
Brown and Felix Hollander. The first works carried out in 1907 by J.
Fletcher and Consultant Engineer to the Durban Town Council, Cathcart
Methven, were the erection of a semi—-circular pier at the end of West
Street, and reclamation of a portion of the lower espianade. This
was followed in the post—-coleonial period by reclamation of a higher
level esplanade for building purposes and additional acreage between
the higher and lower esplanades for leisure purposes, stretching from
present Dairy Beach tao South Beach,?® as well as tramway extension

completed in 1214 along the Beach and Marine Farade.®©

The Electric Tramway Act, no.20 of 1202, formally sanctioned the

electrification of the tramways using the overhead system.®* This

n

tep, previously promised by the governing elite, followed the
municipalisation of the framways. The service could no longer be
efficiently carried out by reliance on horsepower. The problems of
feeding, stabling, the disease factor and poor health in general
among the framway horses, (worsened no doubt by the increased
traffic), hastened the electrification of the tramways. Influenza
attacked the tramway stables in December 1889, and the Department was
not free from the disease until June 1890, Notwithstanding a light

horse-sickness season, the losses for 1890 amounted to 49.8= With
ra Ibid.

e Ibid., 31 July, p.7;5 Lynsky, Th j i 3z
. . 3 : 2y Built a City AT
Davies, Growth of Durban, p.24, , 1 PP 9T

20 - l
. Heron, ‘“Urban Fassenger Transportation’, p.29. This
tramline extension was built at a cost of £2 500,

= LSO 17035, Hinute 4421/1902.

az

Durban Mayor’'s Minute, It July 1890, pp.43-4.
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new horses purchased, 337 horses were recarded in the tramway stables
in July 1900, The Stamford Hill stable had been doubled and a new
Astable fitted for 3& horses was erected at Brook Street to replace
the West End stables which would then only be used as a depot.®=
Increased traffic as mentioned previously, hastened electrification.
The Anglo-Boer War of 1899-190G2, no doubt, had a considerable effect
on the tramways and Mayor John Nicol's Minute of 1200 carried a
report by the Tramways Manager, F. Sturgeon, as follows:

'Since the commencement of therwar, in October last, traffic has

peen very heavy, and at times quite beyond the capacity of our

plant, ‘84
The fallowing table of daily average takings showed an increase by
1900, as compared with the daily takings during the latter half of

1899, under normal conditions of about £80.

iBF9. 1200,
Aug. Sept. Oct. Mov. Dec. Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May June July

£76 £83 £153 £144 £121 £112 £103 £127 £118 £119 £108 £120C

The Foint line carried the heaviest traffic in October and MNovember
1B99, and a triple service between the Town Hall and Foint was z2lmost
continuously run duwring the day, the earnings of this section
amounting to over 4 700 for those two months.®= 4 new time—table

was drawn wvup for the Florida Road and Stamford Hill section on 1
October 1892, extendino the Stamford Hill service considerably. Tram

traffic on these lines had increased a great deal, and the earninas,

e  Ibid., 31 July 1900, pp.9-10.
®4  Jhid., p.22.

es Ibid., pp.23-3.
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aven after allowing for the greater population numbers, were a good

indication of the growth of this neighbourhood. =<

The approximate number of passengers carried, exclusive of season

ticket-~holders, was as follows:i-—

Foint line 1,809 100
EBerea and Umbilo lines 1,284 6BO
Florida Road and Stamford Hill RO 280

3,999 080

The approximate tramcar mileage for 1700 was as follows: —

Car Miles

Foint line 127 245
Bersea and Umbilo lines 188 071
Marriott Road and Mitchell PFark 95 401
Stamford Hill " Y &0 G028~

The electric tramway system was formally opened by Mavor Ernest Acutt
and the Mayoress on 1 May 1202, The Mayor started the two tramway
engines at the Alice Street Fower Station, and the Hayoress switched
on the current, which was then supplied by three sets of engines and
boilers, and started the electric car. Thereafter cars at some

sections were slectrically—driven, instead of horse-drawn. These

?f Ibid., pp.22-5. The Tramways Manager commented that the
traffic in the Florida and Stamford Hill district would be greater

than the present Berea traffic which had not the same oppartunities
for extension.

&7  Ipbid., p.23.
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cartions were between the Foint and Taown Hallj the Town Hall and
Greyviile; the Town Hall and Berea and Musgrave Roads Jjunction.®®
The only portions of the system on which electric cars had not
superseded horse—drawn cars, were the Stamford Hill line beyond
Churchill Road and the Umbilo Road section. There were in 1903
thirty—three electric cars in use®® and by 1903 forty-six cars,

which ensured greater comfort than befare.®®

Shortly after the installation of electric traction, W.D. Jeffs was
appointed Tramway Manager, and held that office until May 1704, In
July 1204, when the Durban Town Council celebrated its fiftieth
anniversary, the staff of the Tramways Department consisted of the
Secretary, a Traffic Superintendent, four Cashiers, ten Inspectors,
two Despatchers, a Track Foreman, a2 Linesman, ten Car—shed men,
fifty—four Conductors, and fifty-—nine Motormen, totalling one hundred
and forty—three Whites. The drivers’ and conductors’ pay in those
gearly days was for the first three months 10d. per hour; far the
zecond three months a maximum of ls. 1d. per hour, at the General

Manager's discretion.®32

s8 Ibid., Z1 July 1902, pp.15+-17. See Appendix I.

as Ibid., 31 July 1903, pp.83-6. See Heron ‘Urban Fassenger
Transportation’, Annexure I, giving progressive statistics over the
period 1703-1%45.

To Durboan Mayor ‘s pMinute, 31 July 1902, Pp.13-17; ibid., 1904,
pp.119-22; ibid., 1905, pp.12-13. Twenty—two of these cars were
built by Messrs Milnes, of Birkenhead, England; eight in Amsrica by
the Hrill Company and 14 built at Motherwell, Scotland. All the c;rs
were mounted on American Erill trucks and fitted with American
2lecirical eguipments.

21

Henderscn, Fifty Years, p.281.
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A tramway engquiry bureau was eracted at the corner of West ang
Gardiner Streets by the Town Council in 1908 and provided not anly a
convenient information office for visitors, but was also used for thne
sale of coupon tickets (introduced in 1903). A public telephone call
office was alzo installed by the Council.®2 A special parcel
service was introduced in 1904. This was guite a novelty in Durban
and IGO0 parcels were carried on the trams to various suburbs in
Durban in the first fortnight. The General Manager of the Tramway
Department, H.N. Thomas, reported that it was capable of much further
development.®> A system whereby advertisements were permitted on
the car ventilators only, in accordance with design approved by the
Council, was adopted by Council in 1205. Tenders were invited for
the sole right to these advertisements, whereby a yearly revenue of

£f1 400 was secured for the next five years by the Council.®4

The ruling elite increasingly turned i1ts attention to the
possibilities of Durban as a seaside resort from 1206 onwards as
mentioned before. Alternative proposals were made to extend the
tramway system closer to the Ocean and Bay Embankment. The increased
popularity among ﬁurban residents of the Beach, as well as highly
successful Christmas and winter tourist seasons in 1908, made the

garnings of the Tramway Department eiceed the expected amount.<=

T2 Burban Mayvor's HMinute, 1 July 1708, op.45-40; ibid., 1903,
pp.-B3-6 (Coupon tickets!).

= Ibid., 21 July 120G&6, pp.13&6—4&0. These services ceased to
operate in 1938.

®4  Ibid., 31 July 1965, pp.12-13.

®S  Ibid., 31 July 1908, pp.45-50.
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This was in stark contrast to the case in 1307 when the earnings of
the Tramways Department were considerably reduced due to a
rountry-wide depression and hope was then expressed that it would
spon pick up again.®® The number of passengers recorded 1in Curban

Mayor’'s Minutes for the Municipal year of 1211, was approximately

sixteen million as against fourteen and a guarter million in 1210,
Further extensions to the line were conseguently contemplated.®”
The Tramway Department was able to assist in entertaining various
visitors by providing reserved cars for a trip over the tramway
system for Sport Associations, the South African Scientists’
ssociation, and the Loyal Womens' Guild in 192G46.7%° On the occasion
of the elections for the first Union Farliament on 15 September 1210,
reserved cars were wused by most pf the local candidates. An
augmented Sunday afternoon service became necessary during the latter
portion of 1?210. A new Berea time table was put to use on & November
1910 which showed a change from a journey of fifteen minutes’ in each
direction to one of ten minutes, a proceeding which was recorded as
entirely attributable to the growing popularity of the Mitchell Park
Ipo for recreation purposes. The Zoo took shape from 1908 onwards
when the ruling elite through the offices of Councillor F. Bishop, a
well-known Zoologist, appointed an energetic Committes=,*® All

traffic records were also broken during the Foyal Visit of 2 December

ve Ibid., 31 July 1907, p.Z04,

- . - " .
z Ibid., 21 July 1%1t, pp.226ﬁ4u. See Heron "udrban Fassenger

Transportation’, Annexure I for progressive statistics over the

period 1903I-1245.

\

28

Burban tMavor's Minute, I1 July 1207, p.9.

. = Ibid.,*El ngy 19211, pp.226-40. See Tatlow, Descriptive
buide, pp.B%, 93. Mitehell Park was named after Sir Charles
Mitchell.
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1910, Huge crowds viewed the illuminations in West Street, at the
Town Hall, etc. during the same evening and no fewer than B? 7BO
fares werse collected on that day. The band performance on New Year’'s
Eve at the Town Hall was also very well patronised. No fewer than
thirty—three cars carrying approximately 2 300 passengers left the
Fost Office for all termini shortly after midnight had chimed.®©°
Minety—three cars were provided throughout 1710 for the sole use of
various institutions and visiting bodies, and, in addition, two
hundred and forty—-nine car Jjourneys were made to carry the various
military bands to and from their engagements. All this necessitated
an i1ncrease of inspecting staff during 1210, owing to the larger
operating staff then employed and the growing traffic
reguirementz. '9! Popularity of the tramways was further indicated
by the fact that single-decker trailers were introduced during 1905

on several of the routes and used during rush periods, 192

A most unusual service was the introduction of “~funeral cars’ in
1707. A somberly painted car, built at a cost of f£i 200G, appsared on
the streets and was used only twice ~ on 20 November 1907 and in on 1
August 1908 - and then it was withdrawn because the undertakers of
the town obiected that they would Soon be without work., In 1910 the
Tirst funeral car for "non-Europeans’ was placed in service (in 1931

it was replaced with a converted tram car), which was highly

decaorated with silver and aluminium on a black background and was

100 Thid.
101 Ibid., F1 July 191G, p.a.

o 1415 ; ibid., 1904,
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divided into two compariments, one to seat twelve persons and the
other to seat sixteen. In addition there was a mortuary compartment
at the one end.'°= The idea af funeral tramcars for Africans thus
met with better response as it served the needs of the poorer section
of the community and undertakers did not find this operation

obhJjectionable.

Aaccidents upfortunately occurred, for example three serious ones were
recordeg in 190G, with death resulting in the first instance and leg
ampurtations in both of the remaining cases.®®?* &4n "Accident

Insurance Fund’' was conseguently established in 1203 to provide for
claims arising out of framway accidents.*®® Betier safety

precautions were ensured when framcar driver’'s licences were lssued
for the first time in 121G. All candidates were sxamined as to their
sight, hearing and knowledge of driving a car, and they had to pass

2 driving test and demonstrate knowledge of the local Regulations and

By—laws as laid down by the Council.1©o=

10X

Natal Mercury, 9 August 1239: Trams Have Served Durban For
9% Years. In accordance with colonial sentiment in Matal — none but
Europeans were allowed to travel in the interior of any tramcar not
specially reserved for Coloured passengers. It was not until the
late 19305 that Africans were allowed on the top decks of the

electric trams, having to occupy the last four to six seats of the
back.

104 Ibid.

o= Haron, "Urban Passenger Transpartation®, p.S.

Durban Mayor’s Minute, 31 July 1911, pp.22&6-30.
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Seventy—two trams were seen in the streets of Durban by 1910.'°7 A
new machine known as the bensral Joiner was put into operation, and
it was estimated that in the future the Municipality would be putting
cars an the road at a cost of approximately £800 esach, complete,
which was cheaper than imported wvehicles.?®*°® S5ix single deck cars
were converted to double deckers to increase passenger carrying
capacity.*®® During the year, in addition to the construction work,
maintenance of the rolling stock was carried on, and fifteen of the
cars were thoroughly renovated. The upper decks of the cars had also
been re-wired in order that both front and rear end destination signs
should be 1lluminated, a convenience much appreciated by the
travelling public. Altogether twenty—two cars were completely
re-painted. **® Such maintenance cost was paid out of a Depreciation
Fund established in 1202, In addition, a Reserve Fund was created in
1948, on recommendation of a Special Committee. Such a fund would be

used for any renewals to plant or machinery, which might become

necessary in the interest of efficiency and sconomy.3i3

The average speed of the tramcar was about 10 M.p.h. and thes ma;imum

107 - T g Ppn . .
Heron, ‘Urban Fassenger Transportation » Annexure I for

progressive statistics over the period 1903-1945,

102

Burban Mavor’'s Minute, I1 July 1911, pp.224&-40C,

1% Ibid., 31 July 190%, p.135, ibid., 1910, p.1o.

1io ibid. See hNatal Marcury, 9 August 1939, Keeping pace with
the stride of transport development throughout the worid Dufgan
eventually was to replace this tramway syétem with !
elg:trically—driven Trolley Buses on 23 February 1935 (the last tram
being phased out on 1 August 124%2), making the City of Durban's .
passsnger transport in effect a new system. Ordinary 5inglé deck
buses eventually replaced the trolleybus system from 1948 anardé and
much of the charm of these tramz and trolley buses was thereby lost.

ii1

Heron, ‘Urban Fassenger Transportation‘, p.30.
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speed 20 m.p.h. The mass of the tram was nine tons empty and the

seating capacity thirty upstairs and twenty—four downstairs. The

trams were also fitted with ‘Frovidence’ fenders and tram motors each

had a capacity of 37 horse power.**=

The governing settler elite (with reference to the British
metropolitan city as a standard for technological developments),
played a significant role in introducing railways and tramways to the
colonial settlement of Durban. They were likewise responsible for

the instalment of a comprehensive lighting system for the town.

Durban in 1894 covered an area of 11 sguare miles, had a total
population of 25 207, comprising 12 772 Whites, 46 318 Africans, and
5 217 Asiatics, and a total Municipal Valuation of £2 4835 &10.222=
Approximately &50 lamp posts, equipped with paraffin lamps were
initially erected by 1894 throughout the town for street lighting.
These were maintained by one White and twenty—one Indian lamp
lighters attached tc the Folice Department. The cost of maintaining
this lighting ampunted to £24 a month plus the cost of 100 cases of
paraffin at B8s. per case.?*® Besides paraffin as an energy source,

candles and coal gas were also used.

The governing elite made enguiries in 1887 to a certain Corbet

Woodall, who represented an English Syndicate in London, about

f‘Q From an interview with Eewvan M.J, Mardon, Collector of
Fublic Transport Artefacts, Friday, 16 March 1990 in the Traffic
Department Office of Durban City Council, Durban.

11 Felix Stark, Durban (Johannesburg: Telstar, 1960}, p.70.

114 Ibid.
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establishing a Bas Works in Durban. A Special Committee Meeting was
held on ZZ October 1887 to discuss Woocdall's proposal.**=
Electricity, however, enjoyed the preference of the ruling elite.
The first small-scale electric plant installation was carried out by
contract in 1887 between a British settler, George Ireland, and the
Durban Town Council. Electric light was supplied to the Town Hall,
Fublic Offices, St. PFPaul’'s Church and the Market House and maintained
by George Ireland. Additional plant was ordered from the
Anglo-American Brush Electric Light Company, Limited.?'* This
contract expilred only in 18%5.%**7 The Horough Engineer, J.
Fletcher, obviously regarded this installation as a very costly
o affair and remarked in 18721 that:
‘"The maintenance of a small electric light installation, must of
necessity be proportionaily heavier than a more extensive
system’.118
A comprehensive electrical installation for the town of Durban was
only really undertaken in 1895. This resulted after Durban’s Borough
Engineer, J. Fletcher, submitted a report during September 1893 to
the Town Council on "Gas versus Electricity’.**? He strongly
favoured electricity over gas as a more practical alternatiwve
lighting medium for Durban and further suggested that such a
municipal undertaking be combined with the Sewerage Outfall Woriks’
steam plant at Bamboo Sguare, Point. By vutilising the =ngines

rejuired during the daytime for pumping sewage and at night for

1= Burban Mavor's Minute, Z1 July 1E8B8, pp.12-13.

**e  Ibid., p.22. See ibid., 1 July 1890, pp.I4-S.

117 Ibid., 31 July 1895, p.5.

**®  Ihid., I1 July 1891, p.4al.

119 Henderson, Fifty Years, P.251.
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driving electric machinery, a financial saving would be ensured.?®=°
Mayor George Fayne and his Council decided to proceed with this
comprehensive installation of electricity. Tenders were invited in
England for the machinery and the bid of the Electric Construction
Company, Limited, was accepted in 1895.%%* The site chosen far the
Fower Station was a partion of Bamboo Square, Foint, where, under
contract, the Company supplied and erected four Thomson—Houstan arc

machines. Thess were to light up West, Smith, Fine Street and Foint

Foad by means of Brockie-Fell’ arc lamps.?22

in addition &0 the arc generators, six Feach high speed vertical
engines, totalling BCO H.F., were also installed, which generated
alternating electricity at 2 950G volts for supplies for incandescent
lighting throughout the town. This primary 2 300 voli supply was
distributed by means of three underground cables, ane to a substation
in the immediate vicinity of the Power Station and the other two to
the Chief Suhstation situated in the basement af the Town Hall. From
this latter =substation high tension mains were laid to transforming
positions 1n other parts of the fown. The single phase 2 500 volt
supply was transformed to 2CU volts and 100 volts for supply ta
various consSumers. This low tension supply was reticulated
throughocut the town’'s residential areas on the Berea by means aof
overhead mains, which meant a considerablie saving in cast compared

with that of the underground cable used only in the centre of

town. 12>

1=0o Ibid.s Lynsky, They Built a City, p.29.

Durban Mavor's Mipute, 3i July 1895, p.5.

1== Henderson, Fifty Years, pp.Z251i-2.

1= Ibid.
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On 22 June 18B%7, as part of the Diamond Jubilee Celebrations of Hueen
Victoria, the Mayoress, Mrs. G. Payne, switched on the lights from
the Town Hall vestibule. In the same year John Roberts, who, as
appointed Branch Manager conducted the electric installation on
hehalf of the Electric Construction Co., was appointed as Borough
Electrical Engineer.®24 Durban was given a more urban look in
comparison with the rural countryside by the advent of electricity,
which must have added to the enhancement of urban living. During the
first year 126 applications for connection to mains were recsived,
presumably by the rich, who could afford it first. This involwved the
supply of T 320 eight candle power lamps consuming 1173 2346 units

{(KWH! of electricity. ==

Electricity proved so popular that it bescame necessary to build a
larger Power Station in a more central position. The new Alice
Street FPower Station was opened in 1902 and the electric Ltramway
system introduced. The total capital nutlay for the Fower Station
invalved some f£132 2G0. The arc lighting machinsry at the Point
Fower Station was discarded and the "Brockie—-Pell’ lamps were
replaced by lamps of the American general Electric Company ‘s enclosed
type, running five in series, being supplied by special S00-volt
motor mains. *®¢ Py 1904, after fifty years of municipal rule, 43
miles of high tension mains had been laid for private lighting.
Mains ware so arranged on the Berea, where many of the most

privileged of Durban society resided, as tgo form a long

1=a Durban Mayor's Minute, 31 July 1897, pp.5-6&, BO.

r== Stark, Durban, p.71.

124 Ibid., p.72; Henderson, Fifty Years, pp.265-6.
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ring main with sub-ring mains, which could be split up into sections
as reguired from the various street boxes aor sub-stations. There
were altogether fourteen mains by then leaving the station. The
sub-stations, which were ten in number, were either built on top of
o+ below ground.®27 The sub—-station transformers were mastly of the
american General Electric Company’'s oil type, of 30 kilowatts,

convertible to either 100 or 200 volts.

The EBerea trangfatmer pillars, which were seventeen in number, with
combined high and low tension switch baoxes, were all above ground and
placed on the kerb line. The lighting mains radiated fram the
various cross—roads where the transformers feeding the suburbs were
placed. The current was %then carried on porcelain insulators fixed
to strong cross—arms near the tops of the peoles, from where the house=
=a2rvices were led off to the roof through a porcelain "flying fuss’.
The house mains were led through insulated tubes to meet the supply
mains on the raof, and run to the meter bpoard, which carried also a
main swiitch and fuses.12® Lightning arresters were placed where

sach feed cable Jjoined the overhead mains, as well as on other
prominent parts of the line. In addition to this, a guard wire,
properly earthed at places, was run about 1 foot above the wmains,
secured at every pole to ensure continuous supply and safety against
lightring storms which freguently occurred in Durban, sometimes
causing fallirg wires.12% The principal rpads on the EBerea were

also lit by arc lamps, suspended from the =pan wires ciose to the

polies.

1= Henderson, Fifty Years, p.Z&7.

1=a ibid.

*=%  Ibid., p.248.
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Incandescent lamps were alternatively suspended from the span-wire in
a special watertight fitting. A special switch-wire was run for the
control of these from wherever desired. Side streets were 1lit by
incrandescent lamps fitted on brackets to the poles, of which the

total used for street lighting by 1204 came to 820.3*=°

There was a growing demand for electric light, and the charge for
electric current supplied to private consumers amounted to Bg per
unit, with a scale of discounts to large consumers. In 1901 the
revenus derived from this source amounted to £21 337, and in 1903
this had increased o £33 S3Z2.251 Separate electrification
arrangements for supply of electric light and current to private
consumers numbered 1 844 1n 1903,*=2 3 418 in 1204, 1== 3nd
increased from 4 722 in 17210 to 5 109 in 1911,%'3% The replacing of
steam power plants by electric motors was also becoming increasinngly
popular amongst those engaged in the various trades of the town, 135S
This was evidenced by the fact that, at the commencement of 1203, the
total horsepower of private motors supplied was BT, while the total
near the end of the municipal year numbered S23I 13« It was

estimated that by 1907, in the ten years of Municipal electricity in
Durban, tramways took forty per cent of the total amount of cirrent.
Other Municipal Departments (by far the largest being Waterworks and

Smwerage!, accounted for 11.4 per cent of the total demanded, but

1Z6 1pid., p.270.

11 Ibid., m.Z271.

1=z2 Burban Mavor's Minute, 3i July 1903, pp.4-5.
1= Ibid., 21 July 1904, p-81.
i=4 Ibid., It July 1911, pp.18-19, 221-5,

1== Henderson, Fifty Years, p.271.
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anly contributed 3.7 per cent of the revenue. The following list

gave particulars of the demand and the revenues contributed from all

Sources:

Units sold Revenue Derived
Amount Fercentage Amount Fercentage
of total of total
Tramways 2 264 00O 43,5 £i1 BOO 15.4
Street Lighting 44 GO0 11.95 B 700 11.72
Municipal Departments
Fower Supply &S0 000 11.6& I 000 3.5
Municipal Departments
. Lighting 14G 000 2.5 3 760 4.8
Frivate Power Supply 500 000  B.9 5 Q00 7.7
Frivate Lighting 1 400 000 29.0 47T 700 57.0
Total 9 &00 0G0 100.0 £76 BOO 10G.G =7

The Barough Engineer reported that Natal coal, generally of a good
quality, was used and burnt with automatic fuel fe=ders. A high
wot'king result was obtained as 10 lhs. of water evaporated per lb.
coal at 2127 degrees Fahrenheit.*=8 nNegotiations with the Natal
Government, prior to Union 1n 1910, regarding the supply of all the
glectrical requirements of the Rsilways and Harbour Departments by
the Municipal Fower Station, were successfully concluded by the
ruling settigr elite in 1910, The necessary machinery was

installed. =% Upon the expansion of the plant to serve

137 fhid., 21 July 19G7, p.151.
*38  Thid., p.152.

13°  Ibid., 31 July 1911, pp.18-19, 221-5,
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these Departiments, working hours were increased, which could only be
benefical to Durban’'s economy. Electricity had come to stay. The
Durban environment was transformed by this shaping and adaptation
directed by the controlling British sector of society. The latter
was represented by a generation of local business leaders, mostly
assocliated with the Durban Town Council, who amassed unprecedented

civie influence to control the growth of Durban.

The answer to the need for rapid urban communication came with the
invention af the telephone by Alexander Graham Bell, who first
demonstrated it in practical form at the Philadelphia American
Centennial Exposition in 187&. The telephone remained a scientific
toy until it was bettered by a number of improvements and Ways wers
found to utilize it in a system. The carbon transmitter, the
elimination of wire noises by a metallic-circuit system, the centrai
switchboard, and the multiple switchboard, were essential for the

functioning of the instrument as an urban communication device. 4o

Telephone communications were introduced to Durban by private
enterprise, in contrast to the practice in Lape Town, East Londan,
Fretoria, Kimberley, Gueenstown and King Williams Town, where these
undertakings were government sponsored. 2 It is interesting to
record that the first telephone exchange in South Africa was
established in Port Elizabeth in 18BZ2, followed by Cape Towr in 1BE4,

with Durban pilaced thiprd, 142

1480 Glaab and Brown, A History of Urban America, pp.1462-3.
142 Stark, Durban, p.205.

1a= Ibid.
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The entrepreneurial British settler, George Ireland, introduced four
telephones to Durban in 1884 and imported a switchboard with ten
lines. The enterprise was however, doomed to failure, dus to a lack
of knowledge of the instruments and the undertaking, as well as

through the inadequate exchange apparatus.**=

The secand attempt was by T.M. Price, who introduced a te}ephnne
exchange to Durban in 1BB&, with about twelve subscribers. The
number had increased to fifty two years later. The undertaking of
T.N, Frice, known as the 'Earth—-circuit Call Wire System’, was
floated as a campany under the name of the 'Natal Telephone Campany,
Limited’ in 1889, with Messrs Champien and Co. as secretaries, The
governing settler elite was very accommodating regarding usage aof the
streets and roads of Durban for the erection of posts and the running
ocf telephone wires. Certain conditions were stipulated by an
agreement 1n the year 1894 reached between the Company and the Durban
Town Council, amongst others the eption that the Council could
acquire the Company s concern on the expiry of the agreement.: =<

"In order to obviate the probability of claims for damage by the

Company to their system by the incorporation of electric

traction, the Council decided %o purchase the Company s
undertaking, and advised them accordingly. "1*4=

Act 1 of 1B%97 entitled either the Natal GBovernment or the Durban

14X

Henderson, Fifty Years, p.3Z8; See pMNatal Fercurv. =5
bUctaber i937: Mo Switchboard 5irls in 18843 Daily MNews, 27 ﬁarch
1%4%: Telephone Department reaches the end aof the Earpération
line; ibid., 22 June 1973: Telephune Evchange.

iaaq

Durban Mayvar s Minute, 1 July 1904, pp. 164E-71;
Fiftv Years, pp.328-92,
1831,

_ Henderson,
wrote that this agresment was entered into in

1a= Durban Mayaor 's Minute, 31 July 1204, p.1&B.
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Town Council, for the above mentioned reasons, to expropriate the
Company at any given time on giving three months’ ™ notice, the value
of the Company’'s assets to be determined by arbitration and fixed
tariff of charges.®?® Ths Natal Government wasted no time and in
the same year put the FPietermaritzburg exchange, which had been
erected a few years earlier by private enterprise, under state
control.**? Durban’'s Mavor, John MNMicol, and Town Council followed
sult on 1 January 1201 by municipalizing the Durban telephone
undertaking at a ;mat of £22 274. By that time the number of
t=2lephone subscribers in Durban had risen to 5%8,%*°2 participation
presumably reflecting the subscribers’ commercial power and social

status.

A Telephone Committee with Deputy—-Mayor H.R. Coliins as Chairman, was
appointed. The ruling =lite decided to modernise completely the
service by taking out a loan for £100 000 in London to install a
central battery system, and an exchange house. (The loan was not
repayable until 1953).314%® Contracts were entered into with the
Western Electric Company and with British Insulated and Helshy
Cables, Limited. British architects, Stott and Kirkby, were
commissioned to design the central telephone exchange building and
wWork was commenced in 1207.'5° This new addition to Durban‘s public

buildings, comprising three storeys and baszement, was situated in

1as Henderson, Fifty Years, pp.3I2B-9.

raz Stark, Burban, p.206.

148 Burban Mayeor ‘s HMinute, 31 July 1204, p. 1685 Stark, Durban,
p.206. '

149

Durban Mayor ' s Minute, 31 July 19G3, P.1%; Baily Mews, 272
June 1273 and 17 March 1969.

150

Durban Mayvor ‘s Minute, T1 July 1903, p-1Z; ibid., p.i&B

Henderson, Fifty Yeaee o T5<. K
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nNicol Square at the corner of Field Street between Commercial Road
and Fine Street and officially opened on 11 December 1703.
Gipproximately 700 telephone subscribers were listed in Durban’s first

telephone Directory, published in 170&4.*=%

iz regards the i1sswue of Durban participating 1n a2 proposed trunk
telephone system throughout the Colony of Matal {(which possibility
arose after a meeting with the Fostmaster Beneral and the telephone
Engineser),; the governing settler elite affirmed the principle of
contributing to the cost of establishing telephone communication
between Curban and other centres of the Colony.®*™2 Telephonic
coammunication was extended (after application had been made in 1904},
from the Bovernor’'s Marine Residence (King's House) to the principal

Under Secretary of the MNatal Government in Fietermaritzburg.1SS

The MNatal Government s independently operated Railway and Harbour
exchanges at the Foint and Bluff were taken over by the Durban Town
Council in 1907 and the wires linked up with the central telephone

exchange, *S2

Owing to a severe commercial depression after the conclusion of the
Arglo-Boer War in 1902, the demand for telephone connections did not

come up to anticipation. With a view to dealing with the prevailing

(=
]
~)

1= Durban Mavor s Minute, 31 July 1904, p.1&62; Daily Maw
March 12492,

1s= Burban Mayor's Minute, 31 July 1903, p.13,

15> PUD 27134, no.3IZIB/ /1204 and 24174, Nno.3I9BAs 1907,

1=49

NHD 11/1/120, Minute 1224/1907.



hard times, a scheme was submitted for reduction aof rents to private
residences. A Telephone Department replaced the Telephone Committee
in 1207. *=% Fublic companies could also be connected upon
application to make this enterprise more lucrative; for example, Lion
Match Co. in Durban was granted permission to be connected up with
their splint factory at Scuth Coast Junction.?® % Call offices were

established at the following points for public convenience:

el

Central Exchange, Field Street

Central Exchange, Fine Street 1
Harvey, Greenacre & Co., West Street 1
Umbile Folice Station 1
Greyville Tram Shelter ' 1
"E" Shed, Foint 1
Musgrave Foad 1

The most frequently patronised call offires up toc that stage, were
those of Messrs Harvey Breenacre & Co., and tMusgrave Road, which in

turn was of benefit to Mayor Benjamin Greenacre. 157

To make the service even more attractive to users, extensian
telephones were introduced. These consisted of a micraophone fitted
With an automatic ‘cut out”’ device, so that the user had practically
all the advantages of a direct connection to the exchange at little

more than one third of the rost of a2 second ordinary connection. 1=A

1S>=

Durban Mavor's Minute, 31 July 190&, p.1&8.

1S £S0D 1840, Hinute 5899/1907.

Durban Mavor's Minute, 31 July 192G&, p. 140,

158 Ibid., p.170,



4

30

L

To save cost, the ruling slite also decided gradually te reduce the
staff of the Telephone Department, comprising 72 Whites and 42
Africans at salaries totalling £1 0Z0 per month in 1205 and 3% Whites
and ZC Africans 1in 1206 at salaries totalling £332 per month.*S% Az
the popularity of telephone usage grew, staff numbsrs were again
increased by 1711 to 27 White males, 25 White females and 26
Africans. Revenue collected amounted to £18 BO7 during the same
year,'=° The increased popularity of telephonic communication is

clearly shown in the following tabulation of connections:

1208 1909 1910 1211 Increase
Business BaR 0B 1 014 1 142 04
Residential 221 272 4% 431 2AT
Extension (Business) S19] 105 121 181 101
Frivate Direrct B BS a9 144 21
Total 1 242 1 270 1 577 1 228 LBE& e

Durban continued gperating one centralised hand-operated exchange
system from 1504 until i922 when the first avtomatic satellite

exchange, Toll Gate, was installed in Berea Road between Hunt and

1S9 Thid., p.171.

1dd Durban Mavor s Minute

y 21 July 1911, pp.2a-5.

13 Ibid.
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Manning Roads.**2 The teiephone made possible rapid communication
thraughout the sprawling urban areas, acting as a unifier and drawing
early Durbanites together; for even if they could not see each other,
they could hear each other. From a small private enterprise the
burban telephone system grew, was municipalised in 1201, and
eventually became state—-owned when the Posts and Telegraphs

Department took over in 194%.1%=

Three lucrative municipal assets have been discussed in this chapter
— telephones, tramways and electricity. They were controlled by the
influential British ruling class of Durban. The latter utilized
these undertakings to increase the profitability of the

municipality. At the same time the undertakings also acted
beneficially to the burgesses of Durban. The physical spatial form
of the colonial city of Durban was affected by (British) applied
technology. The economic level of urban development of Durban was
interwoven with these technological steps to progress. The Curban
environment was changed as directed by the controlling British sector

of society.

ez Natal Mercury, 25 October 19375 Daily News, 27 March 1949
and 22 June 1973. The opening of this Exchange together with the
Overport Exchange, situated in Ridge Road near South Road, which was
commissioned by the nion BGovernment, thus marked the introduaction of
automatic telephone working into South Africa. The second automztic
satellite was installed to serve the Stamfard Hill area in 1923. The
Exchangse was sited in Windemere Road ooposite Sutton Fark. On i
February 1934, the autamatisaticn of the whole of Durban’'s municipal
telephons system was sndertaken and Curban said oDodbye to the
familiar wvoires of the ‘Hallo Girls’, the telephone operators for
2imost I46 years,

1oz Laily Mews, 22 Jurne 1973, reported that there were in the
grgater Durban area, that is from Hillcrest to the coast and from
Isipingo to La lLucia, 90 000 lines using 1&7 000 telephone handsets
operated through 24 exchanges. ,



Chapter 9

Sanitary Improvements.

Many systems in the colonial urban settlement required the
application of technology. Two of such systems were the supply of
water and the disposal of refuse, and these modified both the
physical and social structure of the city. Manifestations of
regulative institutions of government appeared in the form of built
structures in the environment, for example the City Hall and
Municipal Offices, and so did plant for services of electricity,

water supply and sewage disposal.

Superior technological/economic resources at the disposal of a
dominant colonial minority was a characteristic feature of a typical
British colonial city.*® The dominant British sector of colonial
DBurban society was no exception. They also displayed 'the essence of
colonialism, the imposition on another people of a system of values
not their own. ' Their changing of the Durban environment to suit

the form or level of the social, political and technological
organizations with which they were familiar, modelled as they were on
the metropeolitan city, were indeed cultural responses to the
environment. Some of these changes within the city were the product
of general overarching municipal pDiicy. Most changes, haowever, were
the result of 2 multitude of single decisions, public and private;

inevitably there had to be bargains and compromises,

We have been examining, within the framework aof a particultar

distribution of power, some cultural responses to the environment.

¥ing, 'Colonial Cities’, in Ross and Telkamp (eds )

. Col i
Cities, p.10. e

= Mason, Fatterns of Dominance. @ 2@5
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This chapter elaborates further how the dominating White settler
elite, as represented in the Durban Town Council, with access to
(British) applied technology coped with the problems which

urbanization brings.

"The building of the cities was a characteristic Victorian

achiaevement impressive in scale but limited in vision creating

new opportunities but also providing massive new problems. "=
As the ‘Sanitary Idea’ ('prevention is better than cure’),* became
established in local government in England’s Victorian cities, the
preservation of health within the congestion of industrial cities
received top priority. The reform movement, which had played a
notable part in legislative change over nearly half a century and
which alse led to the introduction of municipal government in South
African colonial cities, lost ground. As the ideal of healthy cities
remained, however, a powerful motivator, a 'sanitary system more
comprehensive than the transport system'® now took its place. The

congested colonial city of Durban would also benefit accordingly.

= Briggs, Victorian Cities, p.1lé.

- Ibid., pp.20—-1, discussed the sarly advocates of the
‘Sanitary Idea’ or ‘prevention is better than cure’, followed by an
extensive explanation of appropriate legislation that followed in its
wake. See also Elie Halevy, The Age of Feel and Cobden: A History of
the English Feople 1841-1852 {London: Benn, 1%94%), pp.152-3, 2246-75
Gordan E. Cherry, Cities and Plans. The Shaping of Urban Britain in
the Hineteenth and Twentieth Centuries (London: Edward Arnald, 1988),
pp.30-4B; Trevelyan, English Social History, p.5326. Ken Young and
Patricia L. Garside, Metropolitan london. Politics and Urban Change
1B37-1981 (London: Longman, 1982}, pp.7-104, dealt in these pages
with thes initial struggle of Londoners and, in particular, the myriad
public agencies in an era of unprecendented urban growth.

= Briggs, Victorian Cities, pp.-1&-17. A contemporary of
Victorian times, Fatrick BGeddes in City Development: A Study of
Parks, BGardens and Culture-Institutes: A Report ta the Carneqie
Dunfernkine Trust (Edinburgh: Geddes, 1?204), pp.212-14, provided a
summary of civic problems encountered. He put forward a civic
bettgrwent policy, wherein he advocated that (where there was growth
Df Civic eensciousness and conscience) the best security worthy of a
city of the future was to be found.
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New technological demands in the mother country had led to
fundamental technical inventions for use in urban cenres, such as for
the conservation of water, for which devices of piping, pumping,
reservoir—-holding, sewerage and sewage disposal and plumbing,® were
developed. Such inventions would now be progressively applied

throughout the British Empire.

Colonial cities, for éxample Durban and Melbourne in Australia, had
the advantage of being able to follow European examples of planning
the environment rather than of engaging in 'a long series of
experiments before arriving at the conclusion of what is the best
method to be adopted. '” The dramatic change involved in developing

a strip of territory from humble beginnings into a recognized South
African town in just over half a century, was atiributable to the
energetic Victorian community in Durban which, sven though located ir

a distant part of the British Empire, applied the new technoleogy.

The Durban Town Council’s moulding of the growing town was evidenced
by various progressive measures taken for health reasons. A start
was made *towards regulating to a certain extent the environment, and
determining how Durbanites should live, what the city should look

like and how Durban should function socially and economically.

The higher stratum among Durbanites were not immune to communicable

diseases, to bacteria in polluted water or to pulmonary

- d
it Eric de Maré, The London Doré: A Victorian Evocation (London:

Allen Lane, 1273}, p.47.

7  Briggs, Victorian Cities, pp.Z77-310. See Marjorie Barnard,

A History of Australia (London: Angus % Robertson, 1974}, p.98.
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deterioration as a result of polluted air.® Water, sewerage, power,
transport, road construction and maintenance generally were
identified as major urban problems in Durban during the second half
of the nineteenth century. The sheer pace of growth almost
overwhelmed the earliest Durban Town Councillors as 1t did
administrative structures of many early nineteenth century British
cities. The necessary skills had to be developed by this influential
class to manage a growing city and at the same time improve the

fquality of life for all the races living in it.

The Durban Town Eouncil, in accordance with Ordinance no. 1 of 1854,
was empowered to form Committees from among themselves to carry out
their tasks. Their proceedings had to be submitted to the Whole
Council Committee for approval. (The Mayor was ‘ex officio’ a member
of all Committees.)® A Committee comprising four Councillors was
acecordingly formed ‘during the same year to carry out public
improvements in the Borough of Durban. This was the beginning of
organized public works and sanitary departments.® Public works
included the making of roads, streets, bridges and embankments,
drainage and water supply systems, fire protection and lighting, the
establishment of a market and assizing. Public health came to cover

sewage and refuse removal, provision made for cemeteries and

Fercy Laidler % Michael Belfand, South Africa: Its Medical
History 1832-1898: A Medical and Social Study {Cape Town: Struik,
1971y, pp.323-4, mentioned that not until the 18805 was the germ
theory of disease generally accepted in the Western world.

= Natal Mercury: Supplement, 3 May 1834: Proclamation.

1o Henderson, Fifty Years, pp. 12, 45, wrote that in August

18535, @hg Fublic Works Department was inaugurated by a resolution
authorizing the Town Committee to appoint one or more labourers. To
him the start of the Durban Town Council ‘s Sanitary Department was

yith the appointment of of W.H. Stonell’'s as Inspector of Nuisances
in June 18&1.
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slaughter houses, the boreough pound, general medical planning,
recreation and the borough census.'?®* By 1820 there were eight
Standing Committees which, besides the Whaole Council Committee, held
regular meetings.*® Public Works, Water Supply and Tolls fell under
one Committee then comprising six Councillors. FParks, Cemeteries
and Tree Flanting fell under another Committee of six Councillors,
and Sanitary, Drainage and the Market under a Committee comprising

five Councillors.*=

Ubviously, people with particular skills had to be contracted by
these Committees to carry out the necessary improvements. This in
turn led to the ruling elite’s appointment of Barough Engineers with
civil engineerinc skills and Medical Officers with medical skills.
They also employed Inspectors of Nuisances with general streetkeeping
duties (as also performed by the police and discussed in Chapter 2}
to enforce sanitary measures. The appointment of an Inspector of
Meats in 1855 (instead of the Town Clerk performing the duties),
replaced by an Inspector of Nuisances in June 18&1, marked the
earliest recorded sanitary measures undertaken by the Town

Council.*® The first Medical Officer was appointed by the Sanitary

13 Ibid. See Bjorvig, "The History of the Durban Town Council
1854-18B79°, pp.41-2.

iz

See Appendix F.

1= Ibid.
4 Bijorvig, "The History of the Durban Town Council,
1854*?87?', pp.111-13, See Henderson, Fifty Years, p.45, who
described W.H. Stonell's appointment as Inspector of Nuisances as the
start of the Durban Town Council ‘s Sanitary Department.
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Committee in 1875.%® The responsibility for sanitary arrangements
was increased under the Public Health Act of 1901. The Durban Town
Council took over sole responsibility from the Natal Government for
naotification and prevention of infectious disease and for combatting
any possible outbreak of plague. Dr P. Murison was then appointed as
permanent Medical Officer of Health to manage all health matters.=
In 1203 he introduced a Public Health Department with a laboratory
similar to those created by the more progressive municipalities in
England. The inspectorate for sanitary measures was enlarged. In
addition to a Chief Sanitary Inspector, ten Assistant Inspectors were
appointed by 19204, which marked fifty years of Town Council rule.
Five of these were experienced Sanitary Inspectors from England. Two
Sanitary Inspectors were detailed for the control pf infectious
diseases. Another was to enforce the provision of the Adulteration
ef Foods Act,*” as well as inspect premises for which trade
licences had been applied. The remaining seven Inspectors had to
inspect the suburbs. Seven hundred Indians were employed by this

Department for unskilled work by 1904. Use was made of ane

1= Edmund H. Burrows, A History of Medicine in South Africa
(Cape Town: Balkema, 1958}, Pp.198-226, provided insight into the
role which different medical practigners Played in Durban and Natal.
Dr Julius Schultz held the temporary office of HMHedical DOfficer for a
period of sixteen years and was suceeded by Dr Sam Campbell in 18%1.
It was only from 1902 onwards that a permanent officer was .
appointed. See A.F. Hattersley, British Settlement, pp.469-81 and A

Hospital Century, pp.30-50; also Biorvig, 'History of the Durban Town
Council, 1B54-1879°‘, pp.13G-1.

1 i

Durban Mayor's Minute, 31 July 19CG1, pp.&l-4; ibid., 31 July
1903, pp.51-65. See Henderson, Fifty Years, pp.301-7. '

il This Act, somewhat similar to the Dairy and Milkshop Act of
England, was formulated to seize bad foodstuffs under the Mayor's
warrant. The Mayor reported in 1890 that consequent on disease among

cattlie, there existed apptrehension of contaminated milk being vended

and supplied in Durban. See Durban Mayor's Minute, 31 July, 1890,
pp.43i-4&. i
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hundred horses and eighty-five vehicles.®® Disease was often
brought to Durban by shipborne infection and precautions were taken
from an early date. A ceolonial law (Ne.4 ef 1854) on guarantine was
promulgated to control the intreoduction of disease by ship.3”
Ship's officers also faced a penalty 1f they communicated with the
shore befare a pratigque had been granted. {(This was an official
document certifying that no diseases were to be found on board}. In

the absence of the Fort Health OGfficer, the Port Captain might grant

clearance.=°

Bubonic Flague was brought to Durban in December 1902. The governing
elite responded by erecting a Disinfecting Station near the Electric
Fower Station from which steam was obtained for disinfecting
washing.®* To every infected house a special pail was supplied
containing disinfectants, in which was placed all waste material from
the room where the patient was nursed. An ambulance for infectious
tases was kept at the Disinfecting Station, as well as an airtight
chamber into which any carriage or ‘ricksha’ used for conveying an
infectious patient could be placed for disinfection. Four horses and
vans were employed tao deal with worlk relating to infectious

diseases. =2

1e ibid., 1904, pp.70-93; Henderson, Fifty Years, p. 300,

1= Belfand and taidler, South Africa: Its Medical Histary,
p.325. 0One third of any fine imposed by a court was to be paid to
the informer. This law was repealed by Law No. I of 18539, which
again established and regulated guarantine.

prdal

;bid.; Natal Witness, 28 August 1857. Dr Charles Johnston
wasvthe first Port Health Officer appointed by the MNatal Government
until his return to England in 1840.

=21

Durban Mavor'sg Minute, 21 July 120Z, pp.S1-45.

== Hendersan, Fifty Years, pp.Z201-2,
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A Flague Administration Committee consisting of the Colonial Health
Officer, Dr Hill, the Durban Medical gfficer, Dr Murison, the Fort
Health Officer, Dr Fernandez, with the Mayor as Ehairman, were
appointed in December 1903. Treatment was effected on Salisbury
Island, where a Flague Hospital was erected in 1901. Flague—infected
rats were found in a block of buildings at the Point, and several
people working in the building were infected. Rat catchers wers
employed. Fortunately the plague never reached the epidemic stage;

174 cases were initially reported of which 125 proved fatal.==

Cholera24 visitations were ancther example of disease brought to
Durban by ship passengers, for example as early as 1840, when the
first indentured Indians arrived. Such infected cases were housed on
the seaward side of the Bluff and on Salisbury Island, where "their
filthy rags were burnt, and new raiment issued .= During 1BBB a

ship from India bringing labourers reported twenty—seven cases of
cholera—infected patients, which resulted in nine deaths.=22 In 1890

a ship brought 400 Indian labourers who were placed in guarantine, of

== Durban Mavor’'s Minute, 21 July 1904, pp.70-%3; Henderson,

tifty Years, p.211.

=24 Robert Koch discovered the comma bacillus of cholera in

Egypt in 1881 and confirmed his discovery in Caleutta in 1884. See
Laidler and Gelfand, South Africa: Its Medical History, p.3B%.

=

FRussell, 0Old Durban, pp.4%0-2.

2

Durban Mayor's Minute, 31 July 1B88B, pp.25-8.
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whom nine died from ‘Asiatic Cholera’.®” Four Indian lepers were

returned the same year to India.=® Henderson wrote in his boolk on

the first fifty years of Durban’'s municipal history:

‘1t has been clearly recognised by the Municipality that the
greater number of Asiatics living in the Borough are wholly
ignorant of the simplest and most obvious laws of sanitation and
domestic cleanliness, and it is clearly apparent that the
Sanitary By—laws framed for a European population are not always
applicable to this class of the community.=*

Henderson further emphasized that,

"In 1880 the Western Vlei location was overcrowded by hovels of
all shapes and sizes. A crusade for the removal of these hovels
was proceeded with, and extended over 1880 and 1BB1l, when they
were replaced by new buildings with better sanitary
provisions =°

In 1891 Mayor EBenjamin Greenacre apparently drew attention te the
Indian depot at Addington pointing out that this was a most
undesirable place for such an establishment. Although freqgquent
representations had been made in regard to the insanitary condition
of this depot, it still remained in a more or less unhealthy

condition.®! In 1895 Mayor Robert Jameson moved that it was in the

=z Gelfand and Laidler, South Africa:; Its Medical History,
P.-38%9, reported that public outcry culminated in Law No. 17 of 1825,
restricting Indian immigrants from August 1B%4. The Drange River
Colony, the Cape and the Transvaal all passed legislation at the time
restricting the entrance of Indians. Although the Natal sugar
planters received the labour they required, according to Ge=lfand and
Laidler, p.3IB7, ‘a permanent slum was introduced into the Colany .
See also G.H. Calpin, Indians in South Africa (FPietermaritzburg:
Shuter % Shooter, 1949), pp.3I-20, who wrote as follows: ’The profit
motive cutweighed the social inconvenience. Natal, in its eagerness
to make money, gave no thought for the morrow. The time was soon to
come when those who pleaded for mare Indian coolies and who enriched
themselves by Indian labour were laoudest in demanding repatriation.’

=a Durban Mayor's Minute, 31 July 1890, pp.43-4.

== Henderson, Fifty Years, p.307.

xo Ibid.

=1 Ibid., pp.307-8.
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interests of public health “to form a Coolie location’, and the
gquestion was referred to the Sanitary Committee for report. The
matter was, however, shelved.®2 In 1203 Mayor J. Ellis Brown, laid
before the Council an instructive Minute on the subject of the
working of the Immigration Restriction Law, but apparently nothing
could be done “towards accomplishing this most desirable end from a

public point of view until legislation is obtained. ==

Fear of smallpox was dealt with in Durban by means of vaccinations as
parly as 1858.34 In addition to Addington hospital, opened in 1879

to replace the old Government Hospital on the Bayside, there were two
Epidemic Hospitals in existence. The first Epidemic Hospital was
erected by the NMatal Government in 1883, owing to an outbreak of
smallpox amongst Africans working at the Point. Until 18%4 this
Hospital was administered by the Government, the Durban Magistrate
being the local Executive Officer. As the municipality’'s officers
were carrying out all the duties, it was decided, on the suggestion
of the Prime Minister, Sir John Rebinson, that the Durban Town
Louncil should take over the entire management. An arrangement was
entered into whersby the Government agreed to carry half the
expenses. This hospital was then solely used for the ispolation of
cases of smallpox, cholera, scarlet fever, measles, chicken—pox and

syphilis. During the bubonic plague scare of 1902-7, it was utilized

== Ibid., p.3I08B. Of course, contemporary social historians
would argue this was not an exercise in sanitation but in social
control. Swanson in "The Rise of Multiracial Durban’ covers the
Durban Town Council s unsuccessful attempts, especially the efforts
made by Councillor Robert Jameson with the help of Superintendent
H.C. Alexander, to pursue a location policy for Indian and Native
labourers employed by the Durban Town Council.

== Ibid.

xa

D125 Bjyorvig, 'History of the Durban Town Council, 1B54-1B79",
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by the Flague Administration for compulsory detention of Africans and
Indians who had been exposed to the infection. An additional
Epidemic Hospital was erected in 1897 on the recommendation of the
ruling elite that further precautionary measures should be taken.
This building was situated to the south of the old Hospital. Both
the Epidemic Hospitals, as well as a FPlague Hospital srected on
Salisbury Island in 1901, were placed under the superintendence of
the Borough Medical Officer of Health. A smallpox epidemic in the
Borough during 1995, with over 400 cases reported mainly among
Coloureds, necessitated vaccinating betwesen &0 000 and 70 Q00

people. ==

Smallpox and plague, with enteric fever and dysentery accounting for
aver 20 per cent of the total notifiable diseases, all contributed to
an expansion by 17903, as mentioned before, by the Durban Town
Council, of Public Health and Sanitary duties in Durban. This was
carried out by the five rertified and experienced Assistant Sanitary
Inspectors engaged-from Britain, >4 and F. Murison, who had already
commenced his duties as Medical Officer by September 19202, Aan
important result of these epidemics was the realisation of the
necessity for agreement between the various colonies in South Africa
in matters of maritime hygiene. A éeneral outery arose from District
Surgeons in the Cape that more Medical LBfficers and Sanitary

Inspectors were needed.>~

x=

Durban Mavor ‘s Minute, 31 July 1905: Attached Medical
Cfficer's Report, Pp.B&—-1146; Henderscn, Fifty Years, pp.309, 311.

Sé& PBurban Mavor's Minute, 21 July 1905: Attached Medical
Officer s Repaort, Pp-B&—-114.

== Laidler and Gelfand, South Africa: Its Medical History,
p.430,
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Medical Officers in general were not indifferent to the environment
and promoted healthier living for all races.>® Such concern wWas
portrayed in detailed recorded reports attached to the Mayor's
Minutes. They provided accounts of general health in Burban, as well
as advice on preventative measures to be taken, not only 1in
preventing major outbreak of disease, but to cut down on the alarming
size of figures determined yearly concerning the notifiable disease,
Tubetrculosis (then known as Consumption of the Lungs), which carried
off considerably more than 100 people per annum.>* The latter
communicable disease (by ‘expectoration’ and infected foodstuffs:,
made it necessary for the Durban Town Council to establish a
Tuberculosis Bureau in 1911 {(the first Municipality in South Africa
to do so), with the appointment of a specialized Medical Tuberculosis
Dfficer, Basil Adams. He expressed the hope that a sanatorium and

hospital to treat such patients would be forthcoming.*®©

== Burtrows, A History of Medicine in South Africa, p.1, wrote
that the mid-i18%90s marked the transition period between the old order
and the new one in South African medical affairs. The first "South
African Medical Directory’ issued in 18%4, was to him symbolic of the
change, which also gave an account of the dynamic post—-18%9& period.
Laidler and Gelfand, South Africa: Its Medical History 1857-18%98, 1in
general also provided a lively account of medical history in South
Africa.

=

Durban Mavor 's Minutes, 31 July 121i: Attached Medical
Report, pp.149-95. BSee 1ibid., 1708, p.142, wherein it was reported
that in 190B that the incidence of the disease among the White
population was equal to O.7 per 1 000 p.a., a figure less than half
of that =xisting amongst the population of Great Britain. admongst
Africans, the figure amounted to 1.48 per 1 ©0OQC, and amongst Indians
D.04 per 1 00 p.a.

‘4° Ibid., 31 July 1%11: Attached Report by Tuberculosis Medical
Officer, pp. 149-93.
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The Durban Town Council was thus kept 1nformed by Sanitary Department
officials of sanitary matters, whether of overcrowding, inadeguate
drainage, or offensive nuisances. These reports, filed as historical
records of the past, were rough indicators of birth and death rates
in colonial Durban society and also gave some indication of the
quality of life experienced a century ago. The Eureopean birth-rate
exceseded the death rate,®* but there were instances of a very high
Infantile Mortality Rate. The Medical Officers’® Reports of 1882 and
1700, respectively, carried alarming figures (see Tables 1 and 2).
Asa Briggs said: ‘'The infant mortality rate was as always an index of
lack of spocial control. ' 4=

Table 1

Death Distribution Fiqures for European Durbanites (1882)

14 uudor ten daye

- 1 :q'oin.!'h_'_' . 6, . §3 dentha undajr'l‘ y.eu.

" 1] 1 year

4 orer | runr but under 2 years
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y fth
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a3 Statistics were recorded in ibid., from 1842-1910711 (which

covers the colonial period), regrettably in more detail of the
European population. See Appendix U.

a= Briggs, Victorian Cities, p.2&9.

4%

_ Durban Mavyor s Minute, 3t July 1882: Attached Medical
Officer’'s Report, pp.6-10. The mortality of European infants, 53
deaths under one year, was remarkably high when considered th;t it
was out of a total of 147 deaths recorded.
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in hand with general health of the community went public works.

44a

pp-2B-3F2. .

Males and 216 Females)

this figure) point to a large European infant mortality among the
European population of 27 425 alone.

a4

Lynsky,

They Built A City,

in Durban

p.&.

made the Town Clerk

in accardance

responsible for the

He in turn contracted out the various

The Town Council appointed Robert

who in December

the responsibility for carrying

in

Ibid., 31 July 1900: Medical Officer’'s Report attached,
This classification of 323 registered European deaths (377
in 1900 of which 241

{(nearly half of
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1841 and William Robarts in 1B77,2* when an assistant was
appointed. The responsibility for carrying out public works was
included in their survevor’ s duties. When Robarts returned to
private practice in Durban and became Mayor from 188& to 1887,

Charles Richards was appointed Town Surveyor.®?

Geography, which favoured the town of Durban sconomically because of
its sea outlet which helped make it essentially a commercial centre,
obviously contributed to many utrban problems which posed a direct
challenge to the Durban Town Eouncil. Drainage efforts during these
years, mostly effected in the congested central part of Durban where
underground drainage was introduced (especially in the tidal swampy
area of Fine Terrace),4® were still only superficially done and did
not really improve poor sanitation. The lower lying ‘pestilential
swamps 2% ogf Durban remained a problem. Outbreaks of diseases such
as dysentery, typhoid and typhus which were spread through water
contamination, were identified as a problem, as well as the incidence

of low malarial fever (‘billious remittent fever’') and bilharzia,=o

The increasing need for proper drainage and waterworks led the

Council to decide to call for the appointment of a qualified

ae Ibid., p.11.

el Ibid., p.1l6&.

48

_ ) S=e Appendix V. See Bjorvig, 'History of the Durban Town
Louncil 1834-187%9°', pp.S5E-9.

a= Laidler and Belfand, South Africa Its Medical History
1652-18%8, pp.323-4,

=e Ihid.
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engineer. J.F.E. Barnes was duly appointed Borough Engineer and
Government Surveyor on 17 January 1882, at a salary of £5000 per
annum. @A Clerk and two permanent assistants were also appointed.
The first Borough Engineer’'s Office was built at a cost of
£193 75 9d.5%* Barnes became more involved in schemes to augment
Durban’'s water supply from the rivers than in drainage; however, his
successor, John Fletcher, submitted, in August 188%,%% a storm
water drainage scheme to Mayor J.J. Hillier and his Council who gave
it the go-ahead. This scheme provided for the kerbing and
channelling of the principal macadamised roads in the central town
area and on the Berea, such as Musgrave and Sydenham Roads and the
construction of a few large underground drains, notably the Old Dutch
Road underground culvert.== By the end of 1204 the sum of £8B1 Q00
had been expended on the works, comprising sixty—three and a gquarter
miles of kerbing and channelling and over seven miles of underground
culverts. Storm water drainage had by then become an important and
separate municipal undertaking.®® Surface drainage was urged in
Medical Officers’ reports. For instance, in 1898 the Medical
Officer, after having mapped the town out into seven districts,
reported that

"the most thickly populated and the lowest lying are the most
unhealthy. The Foint, Town, and Greyville areas furnish by far
the largest portion of these diseases. 'S5

S1

Lynsky, They Built a City, pp.16—18.

=2  Ibid., p.26.

==

Durban Mavor's Minute, Z1 July 1893:

Borough Engi - g
Report, pp. 19-3I2. 9 gineer

=a

Durban Mayor's Minute, 31 Jul 190 49+ ibi
1904, . Y 701, pp. S58-&9; ibid.,

Pp. 70-%3. See also: Henderson, Fifty Years, pp.287-90.

=1

Durban Mayor's Minute 189B: Attached Medical Officer’'s
Report, pp.42-51.
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The Medical Officer’'s report in 1204 announced the appearance of an
epidemic of ‘genuine Malaria =® during the first half of that year

in those parts of town adjoining low lying and swampy ground, which

‘constitutes the necessary breeding places for mosquitoes, which
are the carriers of malarial infection from petrson to

person. =7
The ruling elite responded by ordering the formation of a mosquito
destruction brigade which sprayed pools and stagnant water. By the
end of June that year the epidemic had died out. The character of
the malarial attacks was, haowever, described by the Medical Officer
as having been of a very mild type. Only in cases where the disease
had been untreated or occurred conjointly with some other serious
disease, such as consumption, diabetes, etc., did it prove fatal or
even serious.—® Eradication of the dreaded malarial mosquito was
also achieved by improvements made to existing drains, such as
Milne's Drain, the Racecourse drain and the subsoil drains that were
part of Fletcher's stormwater drainage scheme, as well by reclamation
{(raising the ground level or reducing surface water) of the
lower-lying swampy Eastern Vlei (stretching from the present Kings
Fark sports complex to Ordinance Road) and Western VY1ei (from

Congella to Greyville Racecourse) - each approximately 4460 acres

*5“ Gelfand and Laidler, South Africa Its Medical History,
pp.¢23—4, identified low malarial fever and bilharzia in the
nineteenth century second to dysentery as the principal diseases of
Natal.

=7

_ Durban Mavyor s Minute, 21 July 1204: Attached Medical
Gfficer's Report, pp.70-%3.

=a Ibid.; ibid., 31 July 1907, pp.172-3Z.
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in extent.™% Much of the latter was achieved in co-operaticon with

the Natal Government, such as the filling up with sand (commenced in

1207) of the large expanse of low—lying and swampy ground west of the
railway, adjoining the reclaimed area at the Congella Harbour Works.

Vary useful work was also done by the Sanitary Department in filling

up such areas with household refuse, especially between Smith Street

and Berea Road, between Lancers Road and the railway, as well as the

Stamford Hill area (formerly large patches of swampy ground where

mosquitoes continually bred).*®

Another major urban problem which faced the Town Council and the
Borough Engineer was undoubtedly the shortage of water. Excreta
entering the ground made it unavoidable that water in some of the
wells became polluted. Solving this problem brought a whole new
technology which involved the first artesian well sunk at the foot of
the Botanic Gardens by Mayor H.W. Currie in 1B79. For the first time
water was 'laid on’. Piping was led from Currie’s Fountain to the
central part of town.<! Barnes urged the Durban Town Council to

view the Currie’s Fountain supply and extension as just a temporary
measure, especially since it catered only for the central town area.

He‘emphasized the need for a more permanent reservoir method of

=< See Lynsky, They Built A City, pp.33-4; Durban Mavor s
Minutes, 31 July 1906, pp- 10, 33, 44-7. In the estimates for the
Municipal Year of 1904, the sum of £S5 000 was provided for draining
gnd filling in the area of low—1lying land on the Western Viei. Sea
ibid., Z1 July 1907, p.173. In the Umgeni suburh operations were in
progress to drain the whole of the Brickfields area.

et ibid., 1907, pp. 9, 172-3.
f‘ BEjorvig 'History of the Durban Town Council i854-1879",
pp.&0—4. See T.E. Francis, "The Influence of the Geology of Durban
on the Supply of Water from Wells to Early Settlers’, in Matalia
no. 19-21, (1989}, p.s&s5. ,
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water supply in the hinterland, which in turn necessitated protection
and filtration. A new progressive period in the development of
Durban ‘s water supply began with tapping the rivers. Barnes
submitted reports for supplying Durban with water from the Umlaas
River at an estimated cost of £70 000, from the Umhlatuzana at

£43 003, and from the Umbilo at £21 000.%2 In December Barnes

handed over to Council an analytical report done after chemical
examination, which favoured the quality of the Umbilo River. The
Umbilo souree was thus adopted by the Durban Town Council.<= The
Durban Corporation Waterworks {Law of 1BB4 and the Durban Loan Law of

1884 authorized the Council to borrow £30 QGCO for the Waterworks.

The site selected for the Umbilo (better known as Finetawn)
Waterworks was in a bend of the Umbilo River just above the Umbilo
Falls.®* The geographical situation of Durban near the coast with
hills behind it would prove to be ideal as far as elevation for water
supply was concerned (naturally running down!, as well as waste
disposal into the sea. The Umbilo Waterworks were formally opened on
21 July 1887 when the Mayoress (Mrs W.E. Robarts) turned on the
fountain in the Town BGardens simultaneously to celebrate this
achievement and the commemoration of the Jubilee of Her fMajesty Queen

Victoria.==

Lynsky, The Built a City, p.iB; Henderson, Fifty Years,

= Ibid., p.20.

Henderson, Fifty Years, p.227.

_ Durban Mavor’'s Minute, 31 July 1887, pp. 2-7; Hendersaon,
Fifty Years, g.231. The total outlay on this scheme, and additional
expenditure on Currie’'s Fountain in 1887, was f44 834.
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Daily use by householders and an increase in the demand for water for
manufacturing purposes, the droughts in 1887 and particularly between
1BBE and 1870, rendered i1t necessary that the Borough’'s water supply
should be augmented from some other source. During the dry seasons
of 1820 and 1891 the Umbilo supply was supplemented temporarily by
pumping water into it through mains from the Umhlatuzana River. The
first supply from the Umlaas River, after a temporary pumping plant
was erected on the river, was pumped through mains into Durban on 31
July 18B%1. On this occasion the water was turned on by Sir Benjamin
Greenacre.** The Borough Engineer, J.F. Fletcher, designed the
Umlaas gravitation scheme in 18%4 to shorten the distance between the
water intake and the filter beds and augment the delivery of water by
the construction of tunnels and conduits. Once permanent mains had
been laid from town to connect with the gravitation works,®” the
official turning on of the taps of the Umlaas scheme took place.
Councillor Ferguson, Chairman of the Water Supply Committee, did the
honours on 13 December 1894.%® Yet as late as 1B?B, the Medical
Officer recommended Durbanites

‘boil all water used for drinking purposes, and this is

especially necessary in a town where Dysentery, Diarrhoea and
Enteric Fever may be said to be endemic.  **

Llarification of the Umlaas water at the time of floods in the rainy

e Ibid., p.235; Lynsky, They Built A City, p.Z26.

il Burban Mavor’'s Minute, 31 July 1874, pp. 1B-28; Henderson,
Fifty Years, p.235.

<8 Lynsky, They Built A City, p.27.

“w5

Durban_ Mavor s Minute, 31 July 1898: Attached Medical
foicer's Report, p.42. Laidler and Gelfand, South Africa: Its
Mgd1ca1 History, pp.323-460, stressed that dysentery, the principal
disease of early Natal, appeared especially after the rains.




season still posed a problem to. the Borough Engineer. In 1898,
Fletcher proposed the building of a large storage reservoir as a
means of avoiding this difficulty and inconvenience when the river
water wasz turbid.”® The Town Council, also compelled by the
population increase hetween 1897 and 190G, especially following the
outbreak of the Anglo—Boer War, gave permission for the extension of
the system of cast—iron distribution mains throughout the whole of
Durban and the building of the recommended temporary dam at
Camperdown on higher reaches of the Umlaas River.”* The total water
storage capacity in 1904 was as follows: the Umlaas Works, 656
milliion gallons; the UHmbilo Works, 41 million gallons. Inside the
Durban Borough there were nine additional service reservoirs
possessing & total storage capacity of 8 450G 000 gallons and two
small pumping stations. The estimated revenue from water rates for
tha year 1204 was £19 54%, and from the sale of water for

manufacturing and other purposes 28 958.72

The bursting of the Finetown Dam in 1205, folliowing a rainfali of
17.465 inches in twenty—four hours, the highest recorded in Durbkan,
caused havoc. Loss of life and destrurtion were suffered when

miilions of gallons of water were released at South Coast Junction
(better known as Clairwnnd!Rosaboroﬁgh), where the Umhlatuzana and

Umbilo Rivers met as they entered the Durban Bay.”7= The necessary

Durban Mayor’'s Minute, I1 July 1898; Borough Engineer’'s
Report, pp. 20-32.

7a Ibid., 31 July 190Z, pp. 223 Henderson, Fifty Years,

p.-243" Lynsky, They Built a City, pR.I0-3.
7= Henderson, Fifty Years, pp.247-8.
7=

Durban Mayor's Minute, =i July 1205, Pp. 1-2, 335-B.

2, 3%
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urban policy to cope with natural disasters™*® had as yet not been
formulated by the Town Council. The only decision made was that the
Pinetown Dam would be used only as a secondary service reservolr
after repairs had been done to it. Permission was obtained from the
Matal Government in 1905 to increase the Town Eouncil’'s beorrowing
powers to cover the construction of a permanent dam at
Camperdown.”S Work on the new reservoir at Camperdown was started
in 19204.7¢ The foundation of the retaining wall was laid in

1208.77

Sewerage facilities caused more difficulties and delay. The
municipal area was unsewered during most of the nineteenth century.
The conditions under which first night soil boxes for solid waste
were introduced in 1B464, followed by night so1l buckets in 1875, both
collected and emptied in the Western and Eastern Vleils,”® gave

ample opportunity for the spread of diseases. Enteric fever was
attributed by the Medical Bfficer in 1898 to soill becoming saturated

with organic matter. Such contaminated soil offered a suitable

74 Flood control measures for safety reasons, as in this case,

had since becaome particularly relevant to future urban policies of
lecal governments on a world-wide scale. See Urban Folicies in Japan
(A Review by the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and
Development (DECD) Group on Urban Affairs undertaken in 1984/5 at the
request of the Government of Japan, Faris, 1984}, pp.1-10.

7= DBurban Mayor's Minute, 21 July 1935, pp. &—=7, I4-5.

T Ibid., Z1 July 190&, pp. 5-6, 194-5. The passing of Act
no. 48, 1706 increased the borrowing powers of the Durban Town Council
for sanitary improvements. See also: ibid., 19209, p.3? for loan
flotation and increased borrowing powers under Act 43, 1209 and
ibid., 1210, pp.10-11.

k4 ;bié., 1?08, p.43. Gee Lynsky, They Built a City, pp.42-3,
on the building of the Shongweni Dam in 1917 by Fletcher s successor,
Walter Campbell.

7=

Bjorvig, ‘History of the Durban Town Council, 1854-1879°,
pp.81-98.
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breeding ground for many of the disease-producing germs.”% Liguid
sewage was also still carried away 1n huge ocpen drains connected with
the underground sewers in the town, for example the Field Street
drain, which finally discharged inte the Bay.®° Stench from such
overflowing drains and connections of drains, despite being flushed
every day, still overwhelmed the nostrils. Even the Mayor reported
in 1820 that further i1mprovements were necessary at the ocutlet of the
drains on the Durban Bay End as the atmosphere there was ‘rendered

unmistakably and perceptibly impure. =3

Effective sewerage arrangements were initiated only by Fletcher's
Sewetrage scheme, which became operational by 1 July 1B89&,%2 and

were then limited to the central part of Durban. Under this scheme
sixty—one miles of sewers had been laid in Durban by 1904. Where
night-soi1l pails in the suburbs were still used, with twice-a—week
removal, these were taken to specially prepared places, and emptied
into the sewer. Household slops (for vegetable matter), were removed
by means of suitable tank carts, which conveyed the contents to some
convenient manhole connected with the sewerage syvstem. The contents

were then allowed to run into the sewer by means of a hose-pipe

7= Durban Mavor’'s Minute, 31 July 18%98B: Attached Medical
Officer’'s Report, pp. 42-51.

ao Biorvig, 'History of the Durban Town Council, 1854-1879°,
p.oB.

81 Burban Mavor's Minute, 31 July 1890, p.4.

az

Bijorvig, 'History of the Durban Town Council, 1854-1879°,
PP.?8-10Z; Durban Mavor s Minutes, 31 July 1890, pp. Z2-&: ibid.
1898, pp.22-32. The Matal Government had already passed,the Ha;n
S=werage Law no.20 of 1891 authorising the Durban Town Council to
construct an outfall sewer along the North Pier and tg install a
refuse destructor, storage and screening tanks and all the necessary
works in connection with it.
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connected with the bottom of the tank.®= Lavatories were provided
throughout the town. In the central part of Durban there were two
fitted structures with urinals, lavatories and toilet-rooms. One of
the two built structures, the "Temple of Hygiense  (as described in
1898 by Mayor Benjamin Greenacre 1n the annual Minute), the only
"ornamental feature’ connected with the sewerage system, was “the
most recent and decorative domestic sanitation’ and was situated in
the underground conveniences in Gardiner Street.®4 The other,
housed in the first Town Hall, opened in 1B85 on part of the Market
Square, and boasted the first Ladies lavatory on the ground and first
floor.®= For Africans and Indians there were thirty—-one
conveniences scattered through the town by 1204 and others were being

erected for Whites and Coloureds.®e

The scheme also called for waterborne household sewage to be
discharged through a sealed main to the newly built Sewerage Outfall
works at ‘Bamboo Square’ at the Foint, which served Durban for many
years. Sewage was screened and then discharged through the Dutfall
Main into the sea from the North Fier during the first few hours of
the ebb tide.®” The new method adopted for the disposal of sewage,
went hand in hand with the improved supply of water tapped from the

rivers. Froper sewerage required a large volume of water to dissolve

Henderson, Fifty Years, p.3072.

Durban Mayor ‘s Minute, 1 July 1828, pp. 42-51.

8= Ibid., 31 July 1885, pp. 133-8.

ae Henderson, Fifty Years, p.304.

Lynsky, They Built a City, p.28; Henderson, Fifty Yeaars,
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and carry, with the necessary plumbing, the solid constituent of
sewage. Inventions such as the water closet, piped sink and piped
bath, brought from England and installed in Durban, increased
consumption of water. The Durban Town Council’'s revenue 1n turn was
swelled by initiating a water rate, with meters to monitor
consumption.®® (The net profit for water 1n 17907 alone amounted to

£13 FZ6) .27

Rubbish heaps were an unchecked and prominent nuisance in early
Durban. The governing elite commenced with the removal of refuse in
iB&F to a site in the bush at Congella.”® The removal of decaying
filth of all kinds from the neighbourhood has been in aoperation ever
since. The work was carried out under contract till 1894, The
Sanitary Depariment then took over the removal of rubbish, night-soil
and slop water. The Louncil resolved in 1BBB to discontinue the
practice of burning rubbish for carbon {(used to deocdorize the
night-soil pails!.”! Destructors were then erected at the Foint,
which consumed as much as possible by fire. In 12046 alone 45 153
cart and van loads of house rubbish, 20 404 cart and van loads of
street sweepings and 17 137 tank loads of slop water were collected
and removed by the Sanitary Department. A large proportion of the
house rubbish and the whole of the street Sweepings were used during

the same year for filling in low-1lying land at

9? Durbgn Mayor ‘s Minute, 21 July 1889, p. ZB. Meters were
read in the first week of gvery month by the Water Inspector and the

Barough Engineer’'s Clerk, who forwarded the readings to the Taown
Office.

@2  Ibid., 1 July 1907, pp. 3Z6-B.

g =]

; Biorvig, ‘History of the Durban Town Council 1854-1B7% "
pp.10Q4-7. ’ ’

e Henderson, Fifty Years, p.304.
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certain places which had been levelled to prevent sand drift and
promote vegetation. Covering the refuse with earth, as guickly as
possible after being tipped, was found teo be the most effective way

of dealing with troublesome flies during the summer seasons.®=

Some octher nuisances were, for example, the droppings from horned
animals and horses, a familiar sight even in the central part of
town. The Durban Town Council reacted by distributing carbon
deodorising matter from 1B&45 onwards and commented that slight
improvements had been effected, although not as effective as the
‘Government Disinfectant’ introduced on a large scale from 1876.%>
Droppings in the streets and stable manure were also collected by the
Town Council and sent to sugar estates by rail, as well as to those
who made requests for it. A typical example was during 1204 when
stable manure from some Brickhill Road premises was tipped by the
owners into Victoria Park for use in top dressing and planting.
Altogether 123 railway truck loads of stable manure were loaded and

consigned to sugar estates and farmers during 1204, <4

Great annoyance was from time to time caused by rotten cargoes of
shipwrecks at Addington, especially when the dreadful stench was
carried by an easterly wind. The Natal Government was called upon by

the Durban Town Council to take effective steps in such situatinné.

S22

Durban Mavor's Minute, =1 July 1706, pp. 144-5; ibid., 1
July 1207, p.188.

=

Bjorvig, ‘History of the Durban Town Council, 1854-1879',
np. 107~-113,

>

Rurban Mavor's Minute, 31 July 1206, pp.144-5.
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A typical case occurred in 1B7? when the cargo of rotten mealies from

the ship, “Ziba’ ' drifted ashore at Addington and the Governmeni was

called upon to remove this nuisance.®=

The slaughter houses at Congella were the subject of bitter

complaints. The Matal Mercury, volcing public opinicn in 1874,
described them as a ‘centre of peril which were too near the town and
too near a stagnant marsh’, the Western Vlel. It was thought that
their removal to another site would be well worth considering.*+
Despite Town Council recommendations of other appeointed sites near
the Eastern VYiel and at Addington, the Congella site remained the
most popular. This was also the area where a start was made with ths
Durban Abattoir in 1913.%7 Further response from the Council

included recommendations made to butchers to use carbolic acid as a
disinfectant. Inspections of meat were regularly made by Sanitary
Inspectors. By-laws armed them for their task, for example, when
they had to give orders for the destruction of diseased cattle or to

impose a fine.®®

The opening of the new Stellawood cemetery®® in the suburb of

Umbilo in 1925 for future public burials, was an alternative solution

b1

Natal Mercury, 7 May 1B79; Blorvig "History af the Durban
Town Council’, pp.11&6-25.

P Natal Mercury, 12 February 1874, Biorvig, ‘History of the

Burban Town Council i1854-1879', pp.107-13.

7

Durban Mayor's Minute, 3t July 1913, p. 2.

a

Bjorvig, ‘History of the Durban Town Council, 1854-1879°
pp.107-13. ' ’

i Durban Mayor's Minute, 31 July 1905, pp. B-9, 130G. See

ibid., 31 July 1904, p.14&4&. The staff consisted of a Curator and &
Indians.
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to the health hazard posed by the general cemetery being too close to
town.*°° From 1 November 1904, the latter was closed for burials,

except for family grave sites. 191

Durban’'s population swelled during the Znd Anglo—Boer War on account
ef the arrival of refugees from the Transvaal and the Orange Free
State, and the large influx of men connected with the movement of
troops. Such growing congestion of people in Durban taxed the Durban
environment heavily. The census taken in March 1900 gave the

following returns.

Table 3

Elll'n].mnns 27425 ’ =

Titlians 13,701 T i

A P S 4 . Total Popu

Hauves 14,6035 pulation 55’73,1 -

A vampaeed with the census taken last July (1899) there is an inercase of

PLATZ miule wpoas Tollows :— ' l

Lovrapaans ., R K I .

Tonlians -l,l."lq TOt'aI: _lDCTOﬂSG- in

Natives . 2,670 ning months .. 14,472

1oz

The summer months, from October to March, were a notoriously
unhealthy period. High death rates of 3I3.25 and 34.57 per 1 000 were
reached in November and January, while in Auqust, September and May,

lower rates were recorded; 7.4%, 14.00 and 13.12 respectively. {(Table

4) - 10X

*e°  Ibid., 31 July 1903, pp.13-14,

1o Ibié., 31 July 1907, pp.14-16, 145, 177. This was apart
frD@ the public mortuary housed in the oeneral cemetery, which alone
admitted 82 male and 18 female bodies of all races during 1%07.

1oz

op. 2850 Ibid., 31 July 1900: Attached Medical Officer’s Report,

ro= Ibid.
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Table 4
The deaths were disteibunted dovisg dilfeeent montha as follows -
® ' 1}earli-
r Males, Foenales, Tatal. l(;ul;.
R - =1
Anrust e 1 8 I‘I v
Hl-plvmhur FUTEEE S H L_’. l)-ln[l
LAa0 ¢ Uhatolwer Y B '-ll. ..‘.| ;h
November ... 44 L 32 ih "H-':
Dicombier . 3R 0 320 L a_ll ..W'!_:__.
Jannary - | 2H [ R J'l'.':l_ .
Febriars oo 33 I7 L. 92 2'5'[-‘:
Mavelh . 22 w0 W L d0 L L
1oud A pril a6 L. Tk
Muy e 230 L 7 .. 3 1312
June - 1t . A .. an ... 1662
July R § R I ... 40 .. 2l
317 2216 501

The Medical Officer emphasised that the death rate among Europeans in

general was 21.62 per 1 000 per annum, as compared with 17.067 for

1899, an apparent increase of 4.55.'°4 He felt that a number of

these diseased cases came down from the uplands of Natal, where

enteric fever and dysentery were rife amongst the troops at the

front. As no accurate record had been kept i1in such cases, many

deaths resulting from insanitary conditions at parts distant from the

town were included, so that in fact an accurate estimate of the death

rate would more likely approach 17.07 (that of 18%9) than the

recorded Z21.62 (the death-rate for 1200).2°2 During the five years

stretching from 1205 to 1910 as shown in Table 5 of 1910, a higher

104 Durban Mayor’'s Minute, 21 July 190G:
Officer’'s Report, pp.28-I2.

Attached Medical

1o= Ibid.
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death rate was recorded among Asiatics in comparison with EBuropeans

and Africans. *9®

Table o

t, TABLE SHOWING RACE AND SEX DISTRIBUTION OF
DEATHS DURING THE PAST YEAR.

Raca. Male. Famnale. Total.
European ... ......... ... 124 86 210
Native ... ... ... ... ... 63~ 26 88
Asiatie ... ... ... ... ... 1588 118 274

Totuls ... ... ... ... 343 299 579

2. TABLE SHOWING CHIEF STATISTICS OF DEATIIS OF
ALL MACES IN THE BOROUGII DURING TIIE PAST
FIVE YEARS.

Race. 1005-06 | 1008-07 | 1007-08 | 1008-08 |1909.10
European ... 357 284 | 280 254 | 210
Native 187 198 | 154 120 88
AsiaLic 022 475 | 450 316 | 274
|
Totals ... | 1,146 957 | 893 890 | 572

Europonn rate por l

1, 109 9.0 0.7 8.7 6.6
Nativo do. 85 8.5 0.8 7.5 53
Arintic da. 379 . 297 29.0 21.0 17.0

The Medical Officer pointed out that the greatest decrease in the
death rate had alsc been amongst the Asiatic population. Death rates
there had fallen from Z7.% per 1 Q00 in 1905-04 to 17.0 per 1 000
that year, anc he emphasised that in 1202 the Indian death rate of
Purban was egual te 537.0 per 1 OO0 inhabitants per annum. The
Frotector of Indian Immigrants, according to the Medical Officer, had

in his report for 120%9,1°7 given the death rate for Indian

1o Ibid., 31 July 1910: Attached Medical Officer’'s Report, p.

107 Ibid., Ti1 July 1909, pp.98-113.
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Immigrants throughout Natal as being equal to 15.28 per 1 000 of such
inhabitants. *°® Amongst Europeans during those years from
1905-1910, the death rate had decreased from 10.7 to S.4 per 1 QGO
resulting in ‘a reduction of slightly over 50 per cent. of the
combined total deaths of all races. '*°® The Durban Medical Officer
attributed the diminution of the death~-rate to the more effective
steps taken to combat enteric fever and dysentery.®'® The figure
for the death rate of African inhabitants of Burban was not a frue
reflection of their mortality and was explained by the Medical
Officer as follows:

"When a Mative becomes 11l he prefers to return to his kraal and

get treated by and amongst his friends — the offer of hospital

treatment is not readily accepted. 1132
Many of the African deaths occurring in Durban were without a doubt
the result of the inability of the patient to get away to his home.
The Colonial Health Officer stated in his report for 1909 {according
to the Medical Officer) that the general African death rate for the
Colony of Natal was 17.37 per 1 000 per annum of the African
population.**=® In Durban for the perind 1709-191C, the death rate
was recorded as 5.4 per 1 000 of the African population of the
Borough. It is to be noticed that out of a total of BB deaths in
1709, 15 were deaths from accidentg.and 10 were still-births, these
two causes alone accounting for over IC per cent of the total African
deaths, and of course in these cases return to their homes was

impossible. The Medical Dfficer further pointed out that as far as

108 1bid,
*e®  Ibid., 31 July 1910, pp. 124, 131.
tie  Ibid., p.132.

121 Ibid.
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the African population of Durban was concerned, a glance at its sex
distribution was sufficient to show its unnatural composition. Out
of a total African population of 16 48% in 1710, there were 15 674
males and B15 females, which was in stark contrast to the European
papulation of the same year of 2% B34, where there were 13 535 males

and 14 3Q1 females (See Table & below). 113

“SHOWING THE POPULATIONS ACCORDING TO
WARD DISTRIBUTIONS OF THE DIFFERENT RACES.

Mixed

. Edqropasns. and othere Asintios, Natives. ToTica.
-g E. Coloured.
-3 < . | -
M F M ¥ M . F M F M F

270 | 2067 1710 80 51 || 1446 | 584 || 4320 73 | 7913| 2418
21001 2300( 1833 {1 103 | 107 { 485°| 289 || 1738 69 | 4626 2298
583 | 2960 | 2938 871 132§ 208 69 Il 1873 81 | 5128] 3220
310 ) 1311 ] 8631 457 | 490 | 2856 | 1321 | 1B33| 144 | 6457| 28]8
1120 | 2831 3007 100 | 116 542 | 30R || 1920 152 | 5393| 3583
1630 | 1355| 1126 F 100 | .B4 | 4400 | 2014 || 2588| 194 | 8533| 4318
810 | 2711 | 2824 63 69 | 886 | 233 || 1402{ 102 | 4562 3226

Sy T e LD D B

6923 115,635]14,301) BBO | 1,049 k10,413 5718 115,674 815 |42,612|21,883
t— - - — I ——— ———
29,836 2,039 16,131 16,489 64,495

31,875

It will be noticed in the above table relating to Europeans that

the numbers of Males and Females fairly closely approximate. At

the gencral Census in 1004 the numbers were :—

Males ... .. ........ ... . 10,888
Females ... ... ... .. ... . .. 13396

The “Mixed and others,(kﬂouredf'referred to in these returns
consist of Mauritians, St. Helenas, etc,, ;

These statistics showed that

"the Native is only a temporary inhabitant of this Borough and
from reliable information the average length of this temporary
residence is under, rather than over, six months. There is

naturally, however, a native papulation constantly maintained in
the Borough by such temporary sojourners, "11a

Ibid., 31 July 1910, p.131.
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The Durban Medical Dfficer further explained that with a steady and
considerable dimunition in the total number of deaths per annum in
Durban after 1902 one naturally ingquired first whether there had been
any considerable diminution in its population. Durban probably
reached i1ts highest population in the colonial periad at abaut the
end of 1903, From that time 1t decreased rapidly far two ar three
years and much more slowly subsequently. This decrease apparently
continued till 12 per cent of the total population by 1910 had left.
His opinion was that this exodus was proportionately shared by all
races in Durban and that it ‘does not proportionately account for the
reduction of numbers of deaths and death rates.’ 1S To him the

real reasons were, as follows:

"The vast improvements and extensions in Municipal works bearing
on Fublic Health; a higher standard of general sanitation
throughout the Borough; and the maintenance of better hygienic
conditions in and around human habitations and places of work.

0f recent years there has obtained a higher standard of domestic
dwellings and corresponding increase of social conditions
together with the elimination from the Borough of two such well
recognised filth diseases as Enteric and Dysentery. The
condition of Durban compared even with that of six or seven years
ago has becaome now much more settled and consolidated, and at
least the European population may be regarded as consisting of
persons permanently domiciled. I am also inclined to believe
that the recent commercial depression resulting 1n many cases in
reduced incomes has been the means of compelling many families to
live a simpler life so far as food and drink are concerned, and

has not been without its good effect. 11e
Th= population of the first decade of the twentieth century was from
suth a description obviously a more settled gopulation. The
effectiveness of sanitary measures taken by the Durban Town Council
could be gauged by the fact that with the natural increase of the

population of Durban for 19209-1910, there was a much higher figure

1re ibid.
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of 854 births over 210 deaths among the White population. 7This could
be indicative of better public health control than in the previous
century. It was obvious that past experience in health matters had
also led the Durban Town Council to obtain additional Fublic Health
and Sanitary Fowers by the Municipal Corporations’ Law Amendment
Ordinance which came intp effect i1n 19211,*%*7 indicative of the
ongoing process of sanitary improvements in the past—colonial
period.**® As the Medical Officer pointed out in his report to the
Durban Town Council:

"1t is essential to keep in mind that one half of the total

population of this Borough consists of Natives and Indians, and

as the weakest link of any chain determines its strength, so the

health of the European population depends to a considerable

extent on the health and sanitary conditions of those with whom

they are brought into contact. 37
He maybe pricked the conscience of the Durban Town Council and other
large employers of labour sucth as the Natal Bovernment by emphasising
that the large Sugar Estates and Colliety proprietors in Natal,
probably looking from the economic standpoint rather than that of
health, had recognised that better houwsing accommodation increased
the amount and guality of labour of their employees. They had
accordingly commenced the ersction of housing accommodation for their

employees "'of such a character as to set an example to other

1z Ibid., 31 July 19il, pp.149-95,

time Ibid. This law allowed the Durban Town Council ta make
by—laws with respect to the class and character of future buildings;
wider powers for controlling foodstuffs, and more particularly for
the exmination of all foods whether fit or unfit for human
consumption; to restrict the number of animals to be kept in the
Boroggh; gave them powers for dealing with Hairdressers®' and Barbers'
premlises, to ensure protection of customers from inoculation of
cutaneous or ather diseases; extended powers as to ensuring the
prcper cleanliness and ventilation of premises, buildings, or rooms,

and several other highly useful provisions relating to sanitary
efficiency.

119 Ibid.. D.195.
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The increasing competence of colonial Durban society, baoth in terms
of knowledge as well as organization, in dealing with the kind of
social disorganization which 1t generated, bhas nevertheless to be
appreciated as an outcome of the process of industrialization. The
Durban Town Council, as a relatively new institution, was part and
parcel of such organization. The governing settler elite appointed
to these top positions had to find new means of contreolling the
growth of the city. This led to the appointment of new occupational
roles such as c£ivil englneers, sanitary inspectors and medical
offilicers to check on hazards caused by population congestion and to
advise the leaders of society accordingly of effective methods of
dealing with these problems. Breakdown in the man—-made environment,
brought about by industrial urbanization, manifested itself in rates
of mortality and morbidity which had to be ameliorated. Growing
knowledge of keeping germs at bay brought about awareness of haw
essential was cleanliness, whether of body, food, water, air, or
soil. This in turn led to the development and introduction of new
metropolitan technologies, such as piping, pumps, taps, baths and
toilets. Also included were previously mentioned technological
innovations such as new energy systems {steam-power, electricity),
and, in the twentieth century, the internal combustion engine. All
such developments, both in organization and knowledge, were reflected
in the institutions and socio-spatial structure of the ¢ lonial city
of Durban and modified the natural environment. In this sense,
Durban, both in its functioning as well as its lay-out, represented a

dependent, technological appendage of a Western industrial state.

1=o ibid.
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Conclusion

The history of the colonial city of Durban, mainly from 1ts
foundation in 1B54,* when it acquired town status with its own Town
Council, to Union in 1910, has been investigated in terms of a
distinct model of urbanization within a colonial context. Essential
to the explanation of the colonial city model is a conceptual
framework employing three heuristic aids or variables, which are
briefly summarised as culture, techneology and the power structure of
colonialism.® The term ‘colonialism’ refers to that form of
inter—-group domination in which settlers in significant numbers
migrated permanently to the coleny from the colonizing power.= In
this case a specific group of approximately four to five thousand
British settlers emigrated permanently from Britain to the Colony of
Natal between 1849-1831. The majority of these transplanted British
families occupied the chosen geographical sites of Durban and
Pietermaritzburg and gave impetus to the process of urbanization.
While it must be conceded that there is a danger, inherent in any
study, of exaggerating the historical significance of one’s subject,
1t is the contention of this thesis that the role played by the
leading segment of this British society in Durban ‘s urban development
between 1854 and 1910, has not yet been accorded the recognition
which it deserves. The governing settler elite overcame the odds
with which they were confronted in early Durban and medified the
African environment to suit the form or "level” of social, political,
econamic and technological organization and development with which

they were familiar. Durban, in other wurdé, as a British colonial

Natal Mercury, B8 March 1B54: Froclamation.

King, Colonial Urban Development, p.34,

= Ibid., p.17.
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city in Africa, came to mirror in its form and function contemporary
urban arrangements in the mother country. The particular cultural
values of Durban settler society are thus te be understood as Western
or mote specifically, as "British’. These values combined with
Western technoleogy to allow the British settlers to build a rapidly
developing city based upon the principles of the industriail

revolution and modern industrial capitalism.

The theoretical framework to the thesis, mainly presented in Chapters
1-3, has been an attempt to explain the concept of social
stratification and the nature of an elite, as well as to provide a
specific context in which to approach these phenomena. The formation
of a settler elite has been analysed and a study of thirty—five
Mayors employed to typify those settlers of influence who were
responsible for the form taken by the colonial city of Durban. The
nature of a power structure was examined and used as an heuristic aid
in studying the structure of Durban coleonial society. Chapter 4
described the physica1—§patia1 environment created by the governing
British sector of Durban society and its relevance to the study of
the structure of colonial saciety. Chapter S examined how the
structure of the city related to the institutional system of the
culturally dominant British-style elite. The methodology discussed
at the beginning of Chapter & suggested how technology could also be
used as an heuristic aid in studying the urban structure of colonial
Burban. Chapters 4 to 7 were an elahoration of Chapters 4 and 5 and
provided a more detailed description of some of the basic elements of
colonial urbap development, namely harbour improvements, railways,

tramways, electricity, telephones and sanitary improvements. The
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significant role played by the governing settler elite in these
developments was underscored. This elite’s self-interest and
enterprise in the building of the colonial city of Durban were
mirrored in its embryonic public services. Durban’'s energetic
businessmen or merchants, operating in a colonial context, and
representative of an urban upper middle class with economic, social
and political power concentrated in their hands, possessed the
favourite Victorian virtues of self-help and assertiveness and
employed these to get ahead as individuals and also to end the
physical isolation of their young colony. They were aware of
Durban’s favaurable geographical situation as a midpoint of
trade—-routes. Like the Cape mer;hants, they were ‘primarily
interested in securing an independent niche’'® for Natal in the
Imperial structure, 'quite apart from pursuing an expansive policy on

the African continent. 'S

The economic opportunities there for the taking forced to the surface
problems of relations between class and race.* The influential

settler elite in the ‘rise of multi-racial Durban’” initiated a

- Le Cordeur, "The Relations between the Caps and Natal

1845-1B79°, p.11.

s Ibid., pp.8-9.
“ Christopher Saunders, The Making of the South African Past
(Cape Town: David Philip, 1988}, P-1, wrote that historians have
viewed the South African past ‘through the prism of race and class.”’

Ed Swanson, ‘The Rise of Multi-racial Durban’, pp.41B-33,

provided insight into the self-interest of the dominating sector in
Durpag society as reflected in this economic struggle and in their
policies towards other races. See Swanson, 'The Sanitation Syndrome:
Bubonic Flague and Urban Native Folicy in the Cape Colony 1900—1909"
Pp.387-410. See FPaul Maylam, ‘The Evolution of Urban Apartheid
Influx Control and Segregation: in Durban, c.1900-1951'. in Bill
Gugst and John M. Sellers (eds.), Receded Tides of Emni;e
(Fietermaritzburg, University of Matal Fress, 1994}, pp.262-5.

¥
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monopoly system. Measures were taken to safeguard profitable
economic opportunities for themselves such as in African beer sales
and African eating houses {(mentioned in Chapter 2) and in their
municipalisation of certain services surh as tramways, telephones and
electricity (dealt with in Chapter 8}, as well as in their contrel of
the Durban environment through sanitary improvements. Such
application of political force by the governing settler elite to
municipal life was probably best reflected in their "improving’
policy in the last quarter of the nineteenth and first decade of the
twentieth century. During this time much was achieved, though not
without the city’'s financial borrowing reaching an unprecedentad
peak.® Concrete and beneficial projects included the building of
impressive public offices housed in the first Town Hall (1883)° and
the erection of a second City Hall (1910),2° as well as the
installation of electricity, sewerage and water works, an urban
public transport network, and a telephone system. These improvements
to the fabric and amenities of the city all reflected the ethos,

drive and power of the dominant sector of the settler elite.

The distinctive settler social, political and economic principles and
institutions which manifested themselves in urban form in the
colonial Durban environment inevitably set a pattern for the city’'s
post—colonial developments. However, the scope of this study was
strictly limited to the coclonial period itself and concerned itself
primarily with analysis of the colonial expression and implementation

of metropolitan British culture in Durban. The formation of a

Durban Mavor's Minute, 31 July 1904: ibid 21 J
S > - 3 ul 1209
p.39; ibid., 31 July 1910, pp.10-11. ’ ’ g ’

®  Ibid., 31 July 1885, pp.133-B.
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colonial settler elite and its vigorous role in establishing and
developing a British colonial city in Africa has been identified,
appreciated and respected. The study, which drew when appropriate on
the related disciplines of history, anthropology, scociology, urban
gecography and environmental studies, will, it is hoped, have filled a
particular gap in the growing body of research being carried nﬁt on

the urban settlement of colonial Durban.
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Note on Sources

fis the EBibliography which follows indicates, the writing of this
thesis has been based upon a variety of sources. Primary material
has been obtained from the Natal Archives Depot, Natal University
Library, and the Natal Society Library in Pietermaritzburg, and from
the Local History Museum, Don Africana l-ibrary, and the Kkillie
Campbell African Library in Durban. Considerable use has been made
of secondary sources, for example, Anthony Douglas King's Colonial

Urban Development; Cul ture, Social Power and Environment (19746) and

king's 'Colonial Cities: BGlobal Pivots of Change’, in R. Ross and J.

Telkamp (eds), Colonial Cities: Essays on Urbanism in a Colonial
Context (1985). These sources provided the necessary theoretical

framework for placing the colonial city of Durban within the

historical context of colonial cities worldwide.

Max Weber’'s interpretative sociology in Max Weber, BGuenther Roth and

Claus Wittich (eds), Economy and Society: An Outline of

Interpretative Sociology (1978) in two parts, has been a key element

in the research. Weber’'s two short sketches in Part One on social
stratification together provided the basis for a modern theory of
social stratificéfion, which the author has found to have
applicability within a colonial setfler situation. The analysis of
Structured inequality in the colonial setting of Durban, where
different races and civilizations met, was discussed in terms of the
Weberian concept of stratification which has become fundamental to
non—-Marxist analysis. Books, for example, of a leading British

scholar like Thomaz Burton Bottomore, Classes in Modern Society

(1245} and Elites and Society (19446} and those of an American leader

like Leonard Beeghley, Social Stratification in America: A Critical

Analysis of Theory and Research (1978) and The Structure of Social

Stl"atlflcatlﬂn 1n the UnltEd States (1989) 1P thea Fiomlod oF e ed oo e
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research on sociological analysis of American society, were the most
helpful secondary sources in providing a broad background for the

study in question.

Contemporary comment disclosed in official printed sources, namely
the Durban Mayor s Minutes, which appeared from 1833 on an annual
basis, have been most informative. Regrettably, only copies of

Durban Mayot+r's Minutes are in existence. The most complete copies

are to be found in the Durban Local History Museum. Much of the data
recorded in these Minutes was summarized by W.P.M. Henderson in

Durban: Fifty Years Municipal History 1854-1904. This contemporary

source, written to celebrate the Jubilee of the Durban Borough in
1904, has served as the blueprint for early Durban’s municipal
history. Unofficial contemporary printed sources, particularly the

Durban newspapers, the Natal Mercury and Daily News, are sources

which illuminated every facet of life in the Durban community and

have therefore been extensively used. BGeorge Russell’s History of

81d Durban (18%8), and J. Forsyth lngram’s The Story of an African

Seaport (1899}, were among many other contemporary sources consulted

for a general account of the early days of the town.

Later printed sources with a more analytical approach to Durban were

Ronald Davies, 'The BGrowth of the Durban Metropolitan Area® (1943},

and L. Kuper, Hilstan Watts % R. Davies, Durban: a Study in Racial
Ecology (1938). Also a more recent account was by Faul Haylam, 'The

Evolution of Urban Apartheid Influx Control and Segregation: in

Durban, c.1900-1951°, in Bill Guest and Feter Sellers (eds), Receded

Tides of Empire (1994). For the most detailed account of the social
history of some early British settlers to Nata] the six volumes

published so far of Sheila O’ Byrne Spencer, The British Settlers

(12469-1992), were consul ted. More general accointe woaro €foiimrd im fhe
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Dictionary of South African Biographvy (126B-19%90); in contemporary

publications, for example, the Natal Who's Who: An Tllustrated

Biographical Sketch Book of Natalians (1906) and Twentieth Century

Impressions of Natal, its Feople, Commerce, Industries and KResources

(1906), and in particular Alan Hattersley’'s numerous later

publications.

Of the various theses consulted, the most pertinent to the subject
under investigation were the unpublished doctoral thesis (1765) by
Maynard Swanscn, ‘The Asiatic Menace’': Creating Segregation in
Durban, 1870-1900°, and a conference paper, ‘Reflections on the Urban
History of South Africa: Some Froblems and Possibilities, with
Special Reference to Durban’ (1968). Basil Alexander Le Cordeur’'s
doctoral thesis, ‘The Relations between the Cape and Natal,
1846—-1B7% " (1962}, and Faul La Hausse's, ‘The Struggle for the City:
Alcohol, the Ematsheni and Popular Culture in Durban, 1902-1934°

(1284}, also contributed to the research.

Eszential for finding indications of material wealth of Durban Mayors
in office between 1854 and 1710 were the Master of the Supreme Court,
Pietermaritzburg, Estates, mainly housed in the Natal Archives Depot,
Fietermaritzburg. The MSCE Series consists of wills, inventories and
appraisements. If a person died intestate, an inventory of all
effects immovable and movable was compiled in the wvaluation. An
inventory of a testate estate was sometimes taken as well. In those
cases no valuation was normally given. Most informative in the
research for material wealth were also valuation lists of property,
which appeared in unofficial contemporary printed sources like the

Natal Mercury, and in official printed sources like the Natal

Government Gazette. Jury lists, voters’ lists and rolls in the Matal

Bovernment Gazette, as well as busimecc mr brade e 4.
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Matal Almanac, Directory and Yearly Reqister, contained alphabetical

lists of early Durban inhabitants with their addresses and
occupations. Such directories were to a certain extent unreliable,
since the basis upon which they were compiled is not easy to
establish, but still proved a valuable reference tool. Comparison
with census dat; proved to be an effective method of assessing the
reliability of directories. (See the examples which appear in
Appendix A: Tables 1 &% 2 and Appendix B: Tables 3 %& 4). 0Other
limitations of these directories were that only heads of households
were recorded and not inhabitants in general, and that neither
domestics nor the members of other races were reflected apart from a
few Indian businessmen and skilled workers. Through entering data
from street listings in these directories it was possible to obtain
an overview of the opccupations of early White Durbanites, and to make
suggested distinctions between the various gradings of non-manual and
manual occupations. Helpful reading of later printed sources in this

regard was found i1in The International Standard Classification of

Occupations (19248} and the publications by John H. Goldthorpe and

Keith Hope, The Social Grading of Occupations: A New Approsch and

Scale (1974), and by John H. Goldthorpe, Social Mobility and Class

Structure in Modern Britain (i980). The possibilities aof
computerized data sorting are endiess and open up hitherto unexplored
avenues for future urban historians. Streets, indexed to reflect

sparsity and density of occupations, is but one example of many other

such possibilities.

Unpublished official papers relevant to the study of the history of

the Natal Railways were the Minute Books of the Natal Railway Campany

which gave valuable insight into the formation and workings of this

important undertaking between 1859 and 1877. Unfartunately, the

N_GF.R. Minuutes BAml crwvwvarime o e s 3 A o~ . . Lo
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1872 has been accidentally destroyed by fire. MNewspapers, and
advertisements in particular, were rich in material relating to
notices of directors’ or shareholders’ meetings, or to special

outings by train and relevant time—tables. The Durban Mavyor's

Minutes covered agreements between the Natal Government and the
Durtar Town Council reqarding the central railway station, railway
line deviations and overhead bridges in Durban. Contemporary railway
guides were also very illuminating, for example, J. Forsyth Ingram,

The Colony of Natal: An Official Illustrated Handbook and Railway

Guide (1893), C.W. Harrison, Natal: f&n Illustrated Dfficial Railway

Guide and Handbook of General Information (1903), and A.H. Tatlow,

Matal Descriptive GBuide and Official Handbook (1911). 0f the various

later printed sources, the most helpful unpublished theses consulted
were the M.A. thesis by Grace Ada Secretan Cox, 'Railway Development
between Durban and Pietermaritzburg, 1845-1880° (1979), and a B.A.
(Hons.) essay by E.H. Frangenheim, ‘A Short History of the Natal
Failway Company, 1859-1877, and Early Railway Schemes in Natal’
(1973). FPublished works, for example Hein Heydenrych and Bruno

Martin, The Natal Main Line Story (1992), Heydenrych, ‘Railway

Development in Natal to 1B95°, in Bill Guest and Peter Sellers (eds),

Enterprise and Exploitation in a Victorian Colony (1985), and

Heydenryeh and Paula A. du Flooy, ‘Railway Development in Natal

1910-1929°, in Bill Guest and Feter Sellers (eds), Receded Tides of

Empire (1994), gave a more critical appraisal of the growth of the
Matal railways through the various stages than did Edward Donald

Campbell, The Birth and Development of the Natal Railways (1951).

0.5.N. Nock, Railways of the World: Railways of Southern Africa

(1971), placed the Natal railways within a wider context, and the
study of railway stations, for example, made by Jeffrey Richards and

John M. MacKenzie, The Railway Station: A Social History (1986),

suggested a fraech ammemarb Fe amm e, 5 o b s o e
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meeting—places.

The MNatal Bovernment Bazettes, spanning the colonial period from 1849

to 1210, unguestionably provided the best source of information
concerning general legislation applicable to Natal, whether debated
or promulgated. Other official printed sources consulted for
ordinances, laws and proclamations were Charles Fitzwilliam Cadiz,

Ordinances, Laws and Proclamations of MNatal, 1843-1870, which

appeared in two volumes in 187%; Borough of Durban, Port Natal: Rules

of Order of the Town Council with the Laws, Ordinances, By—laws and

Proclamations affecting the Borough of Durban (1B81), as well as R.L.

Hitchins and G.W. Sweeney, Laws, By—laws and Regulations of the

Borough of Durban (1898).

Essential reading on early Durban’s urban public transportation
network was a photostat copy in the MNatal University Library,
Pietermaritzburg, of the unpublished thesis by D. Heron, “Urban
Fassenger Transportation with Special Reference to the Development of
Durban’ (1247). It gave a descriptive survey of public passenger
transportation by tramway, omnibus and trolleybus. @& shorter account
also appeared in 1978 by W. Thornhill, "'General Outline of

Development of Fassenger Transport in Durban’. 0Official printed

sources, the Durban Mayor’'s Minutes and Matal Government Garettes, as

well as unofficial contemporary sources, the Natal Mercury and Daily

Mews, also provided further valuable insight into the lay-out and
workings of this undertaking, as mainly stipulated by agreements made
between the Durban Town Council and the Company Directors and

approved by the Natal Government.

Valuable information was obtained from manuscript sources for matters

N N p—
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period. Such information was mainly contained in unpublished
official papers, namely correspondence to and from the Colonial
Secretary’'s Office (CEQ}, Minister of Justice and Public Works Minute
Fapers, Natal Harbour Department Minutes of Meetings, Harbour Board
Reports and Chairman’s Minutes, Correspondence from the Prime
Minister's Office (PM), and despatches sent to and from the Colonial
Secretary of State in the Government House Records (GH). Durban

Mayor's Minutes, the Natal Mercury, and Daily News, and HNatal

Government Gazettes also provided important reference material on the

harbour. Natal Blue Books (NBB) and Statistical Year Books, as well

as the Natal Almanac, Directory and Yearly Reqgisters, were more

informative on figures, such as those regarding imports and esxports
from Durban harbour. Much of such statistical data has been absorbed
in later printed sources, for example, by 0.F.F. Horwood (ed.), ’'The
Fort of Durban’, NRS, 15, (Durban, Department of Economics,
University of Natal, 196%) and is for the first time graphically
displayed in this thesis. Lucille Heydenrych, °‘Fort Natal Harbour,

c.1850-18B97°, in Bill Guest and John M. Sellers (eds), Enterprise and

Exploitation in a Victorian Colony (1985), as well as her unpublished

doctoral thesis, 'Die Geskiedenis van Fort Natal-Hawe 1845-1897°
(19%90), and the unpublished EB.A. {(Hons.) essay of E.G. Hobson, ‘The
Effect of Durban Harbour on Natal-s Folitics, 1874-1B98° (19461), were

consulted. Later printed newspapers and periodicals also praovided

valuable information.

Much information on British applied technology which reached Durban,
for example, electricity, telephones, and sanitary improvements such
as water supply, sewerage, drainage, and medical care, were recorded

first-hand in Durban Mayor’'s Minutes, as well as in the Natal Mercury

and Daily News. Negotiations with the Natal Bavernment for loan

applications were al=so recorded. and the csad s 14 4o
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processed, appeared in the Matal Government Gazeties and as

appendices attached to Mayor's Minutes. Second—-hand summarized

versions appeared in the well-known contemporary source, already

mentioned, W.F.M. Henderson’'s Fifty Years of Municipal History.

fonsiderable use has been made of contemporary maps, surveys,
diagrams, plans and charts of early Durban, as well as pictorial
evidence, for example, illustrations listed at the beginning of the
thesis. These were mainly obtained from Durban Local History Museum,
Natal Archives Depot, and Government Surveyor’'s Office,

Pietermaritzburg, as indicated in the Bibliography which follows.

Only the sources consulted and referred to directly in the text or

footnotes have been listed in the Bibliography.
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I1: Manuscript Sources

i}y Private Fapers

a) Fillie Campbell Africana Library, Durban:

Cato Papers: File no.l: Carrespondence.

b} Durban Local History Museum:

Paper by W.H. Middleton: ‘King Cato’, in File 572133:

Christopher Cato’.

1i) Unpublished Official FPapers

a) Natal Archives Depot, FPietermaritzburg:

Colonial Secretary’'s Office, Natal:

CS0O 38: Private Individuals, Engineer and Commandant,

CS0 713: Letters Received 3601-3700, 1B879.
£SO 77%: Letters Received 3B0O1-3I200, 1B80.
CS0O 793: Lettsrs Received 301-4600, 1881,
CsSO 726: Letters Received BO1-900, 1881.
CS0 798: Letters Received 1001-1100, 1881.
CSD 79%: Letters Received 1101-1200, 1881.
CSO 10Bi: Letters Received Z2101-32200, 1BB6.
C50 1243: Letters Received 7201-7400, 1B89.
C50 1286: Letters Received 401-600, 1B91.
CS0 1342-1343: Letters Received 4001-4400, 1B92.
CS0 1410: tetters Received 3201-5500, 1894.
CSO 1418: Minute Fapers 4460-3000, 1B992.
C50 1705: Minute Papers B?23-43%6, 1902,
£SO 1B0OO: Minute Papers B&0OZ2-9025, 1B9B.

CS0 1840: Minute Papers 3596-6025, 1907.

Minister of Justice and Public Warks:
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18464,



Natal Harbour Department:

NHD 1/1/1-1/1/20: Minutes of Meetings, Harbour Bopard Reports and

Chairman’'s Minutes, 1881-18%9%.
MHD I/3/1-1/3/24: Letters Despatched, 18B1-1202

NHD II/4/1: Letters Despatched, 1881-1907

NHD I1/5/5: Engineer’'s Monthly Reports, 1200-1%211

NHD 11/1/120: Correspondence HDE 112-1288, 18%95-1207

Fublic Works Department:

FWD 2/33: tMinute Fapers ZI8446—41461, 1898
FWD 2/98: Minutes 1210-2507, 1898-1%202.
PWD 2/134: Minutes 3324-3942, 1904.

PWD 2/163: Minutes F70-1474, 120646,

PWD 2/176: Minutes ZI700-4152, 1207.

Frime Minister 's Office, Matal:

FM 1708: Miscellaneous 352B0-5740, 19072
FM Z&: Miscellaneous 2-434, 1203

FM 40: Miscellaneous 1182-1462, 1903

FM 77: Miscellaneous 419, 1909.

Government House, Natal:

GH Z4: Despatches received from Secretary of State, numbered August

to November 1859,

GH 1215: Copies of Despatches to Secretary of State, numbered August

to Movember 184&4.

Minute Books of the Natal Railway Company:

M.B.R. Z8-40, 7 February 1859 to 30 May 1877.

(The N.B.R. Minute Book covering the period 75 September
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Master of the Supreme Court, Pietermaritzburg, Estates:

MSCE

MSCE

MSCE

MSCE

MSCE

MSCE

MSCE

MSCE

MSCE

MSCE

MSCE

MSCE

MSCE

MSCE

MSCE

MSCE

MSCE

4/19: Deceased Estate of Arthur Harvey, 1872,

?8/1874, volume Z/1Z%: Deceased Estate of John Hunt, 1874.
4102/18B94: Deceased Estate of John Millar, 1894,

8/182: Deceased Estate of George Cato, 18%94.

4605/18B4: Dberceased Estate of William Arbuckle (seniori, 1B764.
169%2/1878: Deceased Estate of John GDDdrické, 1898.

?/267: Deceased Estate of Richard Webber Tyzack, 1895.

19/4: Deceased Estate of William Robarts, 1203,

Z8/247: Deceased Estate of John Descarieres Ballance, 1910.
40/30: Deceased Estate of George Payne, 1910,

41/207: Deceased Estate of Benjamin J. Wesley Greenacre, 1211.
2/246: Deceased Estate of William Hartley, 1%11.

18854/1732: Deceased Estate of Walter Greenacre, 1932.
11725/1926: Deceased Estate of Catherine Agnes Greenacre, 1926.
5065/1720: Deceased Estate of J.W. Leuchars, 1920.

3017/1933: Deceased Estate of Felix Hollander, 1955.
12304/1927: Deceased Estate of E.L. Acutt.

15354/1227: Deceased Estate of E. Snell (junior), 1922,
16837/1921: Deceased Estate of Edward Henry Fickering, 1231.
2698/1%47: Deceased Estate of Ethel May, born Watson, 1947.
13445/172B: Deceased Estate D% Charlie Henwood, 192B.
&678/1921: Deceased Estate of Josiah Jasper Hillier, 1921.
3233/1920: Deceased Estate of John Nicol, 1%20.
3IB74/191%: Deceased Estate of Robert Jameson, 1219.
13530671728: Deceased Estate of William Falmer, 192B.
27:6/1720: Deceased Estate of Lu;y Fanny Palmer, 1920.

4135/1717: Deceased Estate of Joseph Ellis Brown, 1219.



b) Durban Local History Museum:

Railways, Harbours, Bridges and Engineering: File 247-347%97:
Copy of Petition: Landing Stage, 1879.
Natal Harbour Board Documents in connection with the case of
Methven versus the Colonial Government, 1887-18%90.
Durban Harbour, Annual Reports of Secretary/Port Advisory Board

to Minister of Railways and Harbours, 19053-17908.

11: Official Printed Sources

a) PBon Africana Museum, Durban:

Borough of Durban, Forit Natal: Rules of Order of the Town Council

with the Laws, Ordinances, By—laws and Proclamations affecting

the Borough of Durban {Durban: John Sanderson % Co., 1881:.

Cadiz, Charles Fitzwilliam, Ordinances, Laws and Proclamations of

Natal, 1843-1870 (2 volumes, Pietermaritzburg: Vause and Slatter,

1879) .

Hitchins, R.L. and Sweeney, G.W., Laws, By—laws and Regqulations of

the Borough of Durban (Durban: F.Davis, 1898).
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Publishers, 1911.}
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Natal Blue Books- Carimc 1047100 femlm e d s v
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Natal Independent, Pietermaritzburg, 185C to February 1855.

Natal Standard, Pietermaritzburg, March to June 1852.

Natal Star, Fietermaritzburg, 29 August 1855 — 24 November 1859

Matal Times, Pietermaritzburg, 29 August 1851 te January 1853.

Natal Witness, FPietermaritzburg, 1844 (first issue’ te 1910

(selectively).

Times _of MNatal and Agricultural Chronicle, Fietermaritzburg, 19

August 18465 - 31 December 184&5.

Times: MNatal and Seouth Eastern Africa, FPietermaritzburg, 21 May 1854

to 22 Octeber 1854.
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by Killie Campbell Africana Library, Durban
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Natal Mercury “"Centenary Souvenir': One Hundred Years of Service
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Daily News, Durban, 18954 to 1910 (selectively).
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Natal Almanac, Directory and Yearly Registers 1863-1%210 (selectively)

ii' Books: Beneral Accounts; Autobiographies; Memoirs; Reminiscences

Bird, J., The Annals of Natal 14951845 (2 volumes,

Pietermaritzburg: F. Davis % Sons, 1888).

Chase, J.C., The Natal Papers (Grahamstown: Godlonton, 1843.

Reprinted. Cape Town: Struik, 1968).

Cloete, Hon. H., Five Lectures on the Emigration of the Dutch

Farmers from the Colony of the Cape of Boood Hope and their

Settlement in the District of Natal until their Formal Submission

to Her Majesty’'s Authority in the Year 1B43. (Delivered 'to the

Matal Society of Pietermaritzburg, Cape Town: Solomon, 183&).

Graves, C., The Victorian Smatterbooks: 100 Facts on the Victorians,

11 {(London: Nadrett Press, no date.}

Harrison, C.W., Natal: An Tllustrated Dfficial Railway Buide and

Handbook of General Information {(London: Fayne Jennings, 1703).

Henderson, W.F.M., Durban: Fifty Years of Municipal History 1854-1%204

{Durban: Robinson % Co., 1204).

Holden, Reverend W.C., History of the Colony of Natal (London:

Alexander Heylin, 1B55:}.

Holliday, J.D., Dottings on Natal and Sundry Tit-Bits of Colonial

Experience (Fietermaritzburg: P. Davis, 1890).
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lngram, J.F., The Story of an_African Seaport (Durban: F. Davis,

189923} .

lngram, J.F., The Eonlony of Natal: An Official Illustrated Handbook

and Railway Guide {(London: Couston, 1823}

Mann, R.J., The Colony of Natal: An Account of the Characteristics

and Capabilities of this British Dependency (Published under the

Authority of the Government Immigration Board. For the Buidance
and lnformation of Emigrants, London: Gerald and 5ons, 1835%9).

Falmer, W., Forty Years in Matal: Reminiscences of a Colonist

{Based on a Lecture delivered before the Bellair Literary and
Folitical Association, Durban: F.Davis, 1891).

Robinson, Sir J., A Life Time in South Africa: Being the

Recollections of the First Premier of Natal {(London: Smith and

Elder, 12001,

Robinson, J., Notes on Natal: An 0ld Colonists’ Book For New

Settlers (Durban: Robinson & Co., 1872).

Russell, 6., History of Old Durban (Durban: F.Davis & Son, 1B9%).

Tatham, F.5., The Harbour Controversy (Pietermaritzburg: F. Davis %

Son, 1920&).

Tatlow, A.H., MNatal Descriptive Buide and Dfficial Handbook (Durban:

South African Railway Frinting Works, 1911).

The Natal Who's Who: An Illustrated.Bioaraphical Sketch Book of

Matalians {(Durban: Robinson % Co., 1204).

Twentieth Century Impressions of Matal, Its Feople, Commerce,

Industries and Resources {(Lloyd, Durban, 1904&).

1V: Later Edited, Annotated and Frinted Contemporary Sources

Bird, J., MNatal: 1846-1B51 {(Reprint: Fretoria: State Archives in

Natalia, 2 volumes, 1971).

Feilden, E.W., My African Home (Durban: Greiggs, 1973).
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Gardiner, A.E., Narrative of a Journey to the Zoolu Country in South
Africa (Cape Town: Struik, 1%646}.

iLife at Natal A Hundred Years Ago By a Lady {(pseud. of Sir John

Rebinson}. (The text of this book was originally published in a
series of letters in the Lape Monthly Magazine during 18B44-1B45.
Reprinted Cape Town, 1772}.

Stuart, J. and Malcoim, D.McK (compilers}), The Diary of Henty

Francis Fynn {(Pietermaritzburg: Shuter and Shooter, 1250).

V) Later Frinted Sources

i} Bibliographies, biographical guides and atlases

bBee, B.M., Historical Bibliography of the City of Durban, or FPort

Natal (Cape Town: University of Cape Town, 1744).

Bennett, D., Adams, 5., Brusse, R., & Guide To The Histary and

Architecture of Durban (With Accompanying Maps, Durban: Heunis %

Associates, 1787).
Daily News, 12 to 25 September 1955: Series: ‘Know Your Durban’ by
John Mclntyre (Former Town Clerk of Durban)

Dictionary of South African Biography. Cape Town, 1248 (vol.li; Cape

Town and Johannesburg, 1772 (vol.II}); Cape Town, 1977 {(vol.III};
Durban, 1?B1 (vol.IV); Johannesbutrg, 1787 (vol.V): Johannesburg,

1920, (vol. VI)

Natal Mercury, May to June 1754: Series, 1 to 34: ‘Pioneers of

Durban .

Dberholster, J.J., The Historical Monuments of South Afrira

{Cape

Town: Rembrandt van Riin Foundation for Culture for the Natal

Monuments Council, 1972).

Spencer, 5. 0'Byrne, British Settlers in Natal 1824-1857: A

Biographical Register (volumes 1-v1, Pietermaritzburg: University

of Natal FPress, 19249-1997).
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Verbeek, J., Nathanson, M. % Peel, E. (compilers), Webb 's Guide to

the Dfficial Records of the Colony of NMatal: An Expanded and

flevised Edition (Pietermaritzburg: University of HNatal Press,

12847 .

it} Articles

Brookfield, H.C., and Tatham, M.A., ‘The Distribution of Racial
Groups in Durban The background of Apartheid in a South African

City’', in The Geonraphical Review, XLVWII (1957).

Christopher, A.J., 'The Natal Coastal Belt’, in Contree, 2 (July
1977).
Cloete, F. 'Prospect for a Democratic Frocess of Political Change 1in

South Africa’, in Mark Swilling (ed.), Views on the South African

State (Fretoria: HSRC, 12%0).
Cubbin, A.E., ‘Origins of Durban’, in Contree, (23 March 1788).
Pavies, R.J., “The Growth of the Durban Metropolitan Area’, in South

African Beoqraphical Journal, 47 (December 1%63).

Davies, R.J. and Rajah, D.S., 'The Durban C.B.D.: Boundary

delimitation and racial dualism’, in South African Geographical

Journal, 45 (December 1963).
D®miny, G., ‘The Methleys of the Natal Midlands: The Making of a

Colonial Gentry Family °, in Natal Museum Journal Humanities, 2

(November 1290).
Eldridge, J.E.T. ‘C. Wright Mills’, in Feter Hamilton (eds), Eey

Sociologists Series (Chichester, Sussex: Ellis Horwood Ltd.,

188ZEY .
Fair, T.J.D., 'Durban — Its Sphere of Influence as a Regional

Capital’, in South African Beographical Journal, 31 (194%9).

Francis, T.E. "The Influence of the Beology of Durban on the Supply
of Water from Wells te Early Settlers’, in Matalia, 17-21 (1989).
Greene, LL.F., ‘Foundations of Local Self-government in a Multi—Racial

Society, Durban’, in Municipal Affairs, 17. 22 (June 1957).
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Haswell, R.F., ‘South African Towns on European Plans’ ', in

Geographical Magazine, L1 (1979).

Haswell, ‘Making of the Durban Townscape’, 1in Beoqraphical Magazine,

L1 (1279).

Haswell, R.F., 'The Voortrekker dorps of Matal’, in Matalia, X
(1980} .

Haswell, R.F., 'GBreytown: a South African townscape’, 1in Contree,
XIV (1983 .

Jansen, M., 'C. Wright Mills: Social Critic’, in Diana Joubert (eds),

Sacietas 11: A Series of Social Science Monographs (Pretoria: H.

% R. Academica, 1780}.
MacMillan, A., 'The Pawn of Durban’ in Allister MacMillan {(ed.},

Durban Past and Fresent (Durban: William Brown and DPavis, 1936}.

Mayer, P., ‘Class, Status and Ethnicity as Perceived by Johannesburg
Africans’, in A. Paul Hare, Gerd Wiendieck, and Max H. von

Broembsen {(eds}, South Africa: Sociological Analyses {(Cape Town:

Oxford University Press, 197%).
McCarthy, J.W., “Australian Capital Cities in the Nineteenth Century"

in Urban History Yearbook (Leicester: Leicester University Press,

19790 .

Mcintyre, J., ‘From Settlement to City: A Story of Civic Frogress and

Development”, in Allister MacMillan (ed.!, Durban Fast and

Fresent (Durban: William Brown and Davis, 1934).

Ross, K., 'The Riss of the Cape Gentry’', in Journal of Southern

African Studies, % (April 1983).

‘"The Battle Against the Bar’, in South African Panaroma (February
1283 .
Swanson, W. M., "The Asiatic Menace': Creating Segregation in Durban,

1870-1200°, in The International Journal of African Historical

Studies, 18, I (1977).
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Swanson, W.M., "The Sanitation Syndrome: Bubonic Plague and Urban

Mative Policy in the Cape Colony 1200-190G9°, in Journal of

African History, XVIII, 3 (1977).

Swanson, W.M., ‘The Durban System: Roots of Urban Apartheid ip

Coleorial Natal’, in African Studies, 35, 3—4 (1%974).

1i11) Pamphlets

a) Durban Local History Museum

File S547.3132 ‘Whaling Industry ' : R. Campbell, ‘A Short History of
Modern Whaling off NMatal’, in Mercurius, 14 September 1971,
pp.37-44,

File 547-54797: Railways, Harbours, Bridges and Engineering: George
Thompson, ‘& Paper on the Durban Bar Freblem’, 7 December 18%1.

Ibid.: Steenkamp, L. and Mendes, C.5. ‘Durban Harbour through the

Ages’', 1n Die Siviele Ingenieur in Suid-Afrika (February 19835).

File 5372133: 581 A-7I: Miscellaneous collection.

5B1 B ‘Joseph Ellis Brown’': Cutting from Matal Mercury: Supplement,

22 May 1934.

281 € ’'George Christopher Cato’: Cuttings from Natal Mercury, 4

December 1901 and 31 July 1214,
=123 W "H.W. Currie’: Untitled Cutting.

951 6 ' Hugh Gillespie’: Article by Daphne Child, in Natal Homemaker,

1, 2 (1%81).

5Bl H "John Hunt ' : Mrs. M. Bevis, John Hunt — a Biography, (Durban,

no dated.

oB1 P 'Beorge Fayne ' : Douglas Cook, The Paynes of ‘Overdale’ (Burban,

194623 .

581 £ ‘Edward Snell’': Cutting from Natal Mercury, 1 March 1888.

381 T 'Richard W. Tyrzack’': Untitled Cutting.
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b)Y Natal University Library, FPietermaritzburg:

Bendheim, F.M. with Padayachee, M., 'Clairwood — The South Coast
Trading Area’, 19 (Institute for Social and Economic Research,
Matrch, 1%85).

Dawes, H. E., Landmarks of 0Old Burban (A Series of Documentary

Frogrammes Bropadcast from the Durban Studios of the South African

Eroadcasting Corporation, Durban: E.F. and Commercial, 1%38).

c}) Don Africana Museum, Durban

FZ20 William Fercy: John Hunt — A Biography (Durban, 1%4%).

F?20 ‘Richard Vause': Obituary MNotice: Natal Mercury, 30 August 1884.

SALJ R20, Hil: J.J. Hillier: Obituary Notice: Natal Mercury, 22

September 1%21.

F20: Tyzack: Mamesake to §.CL. South Medlands, we%tern Australia with
reply to request for information on the Tyzack family, 25 July
1987,

‘Do You Know Durban’'s Transport Problem® (A Publication of the Durban
Civic Association}.

Scott, E.B. (Town Treasurer), ‘Tramways Development: Borough of
Durban’® (Durban, 28 November, 1920).

Thornhill, W., ‘Beneral Outline of Development of Fassenger Transport
in Durban’ (Civics Research Fellow under supervision of Professor

H.R. Burrows, Frofessor of Economics at Natal University College,

Durban, 1978).

d} Killie Campbell Museum, Durban

Hunt, bLeuchars % Hepburn Ltd.: 100 Years of Frogress, 1B50—1925G

(Durban, 1950).
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Thompson, F.S5., Natalians First: Separatism in South Africa 1909-1941

(Johannesburg: Southern Book Publishers, 19%90).

Trevelyan, G.M., English Social History: A Survey of Six Centuries

from Chaucer to Queen Yictoria (New Illustrated Edition, London:

Longmans, 1978).
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v} Unpublished Theses and Workshop Papers

Biorvig, A.C., "The History of the Durban Town Council 1854-187%°
(unpublished M.A. thesis, University of the Orange Free Gtate,
187%) .

Cox, G.A.S., 'Railway Development between Durban and
Fietermaritzburg, 1845-188B0° (unpublished M.A. thesis, University
of South Africa, 197%).

Frangenheim, E.H., "A Short History of the Natal Railway Company,
185%9-1877, and Early Railway Schemes in Matal’® (unpublished B.A.
{Hons? Essay, University of MNatal, Fietermaritzburg, 1273).

Hall, J.L., 'Bovernment FPolicy and Public Attitudes during the
Adminicstration of Natal by Lieutenant—Governor Benjamin C.C. Pine
1850-1855" (unpublished M.A. thesis, University of MNatal, 1248).

Hammond, E. "The Byrne Emigration Scheme’ (unpublished M.A. thesis,
Durban: University of Matal, 1227).

Heron, D. ‘Urban Fassenger Transportation with Special Reference to
the Development of Durban’ (A Descriptive Survey of Public
Passenger Transportation by Tramway, Omnibus and Trolleybuses
mainly in Durban), (Unpublished 7 thesis, Durban: MNatal
University College, 19473.

Heydenrych, L.J., 'Die Geskiedenis van Port Natal Hawe 1845-1897°
{ongepubl iseerde Doktorale verhandeling, Universiteit van
Suid-Afrika, Fretoria, 1990).

Habson, E.G., 'The Effect of Durban Harbour on Natal Folitics,
1874-1898"° (unpublished B.A. (Hons) Essay, University of Natal

19&1) .

La Hauss=, F., "The Struggle for the City; Alcohol, the Ematsheni
and Fopular Culture in Durban, 1902-1934&" (unpublicshed HM.A.
thesis, University of Cape Town, 1984).

Le Cordeur, A,, 'The Relations between the Cape and Matal 1B4&4-1879

(unpublishead PR T fhacie e oo & e e wr o . S
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Morrell, R., ‘Fforging a Ruling Space: Rugby, and White Masculinity
in Colonial Natal, c.i870-19210° (Paper delivered at
Pigtermaritzburg: MNatal University Workshop, 19%3I.)

Ralls, R.E., 'Early Immigration Schemes in Natal 1844&-1853°
(unpublished M.A. thesis, Durban: University of Natal, 1234).

Scott, P.E., "An Approach to the Urban History of early Victorian
Erahamstown 1B832-53 with particular reference to the interiors
and material culture of domestic dwellings® (unpublished M.A.
thesis, University of Rhodes, 1987).

Swanson, M.W., 'The Rise of Multi—Racial Burban: Urban History and
Race Folicy in South Africa 1B30-1930°, (unpublished Ph.D.

thesis, University of Harvard, 19465} .

VI Oral Evidence

Interview with Kevan Mardon, Collector of Public Transport Artefacts

(Burban City Council Traffic Department Dffice, 14 March 1990).

VIIY Maps

a) Leocal History Museum, Durban:

RBurban Mayor’'s Minutes, 31 July 1855 to 3t July 1210:

Inclusive Diagram of N.G.R. Railway Deviation 1888.
Inclusive: Flan of Durban Ward ﬁivisians, 19¢4&: Durban Boroungh
Engineer, J. Fletcher/Reclamation of Eastern/Western Vleis, 19064:
J. Fletcher/Proposed Tramway Extensions, 1904: J. Fletcher.

Files 547-547%7: Railways, Harbours, Bridges and Engineering:
Ereakwater (Fier) Schemes 1B50-1910 contained in miscellaneous
correspondence between the Colonial Engineer and Natal

Government.
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b) MNatal Archives Depot, Pietermaritzburg

Map of the Town of Burban and Its Environs: Colony of MNatal 18B%4 by

Frank Maynard, 18%94.

c} GBovernment Surveyor’'s Office, Pietermaritzburg

True Copy of Original Diagram of Town Lands of Durban, 1B464, as
undersigned by the Government Surveyor, Thomas Okes, 1855, and

again endorsed by the Surveyor, W. Robarts, 1879.

VIII} Pictorial Evidence

a) Durban Local History Museum

S5elective use made from some of the following visual data collection:

File 470: Topography General.

Files 474-47411: Streets, Roads, Corners, Arcades, Fassages, etc.

Files 540-54%: Architectural General.

Files 9432: Hospitals

Files D4563: Libraries and Museums

Files 547-54797: Railways, Harbours, Bridges and Engineering,

Files 54B-548%: Statues and Monuments.

Files 55%4.1: Borough Police

Files 35751-557527: Durban Trams (Horsedrawn to Electrical;,
Time-tables and Tickets to Construction of Tram Lines.

Files 3578-55782: Telephones, Exchanges to Laying of Cables.

File 3572133t 581 A-Z: Biographical (Durban Mayors/Superintendents) .

File 60R234: Mixed Groups and Portraits.

b} Matal Archives Depot, Pietermaritzburg:

Natal Fictorial Mercury 1905-1927.

Selective use made from some of the following photo collection:

E 120464-5903.
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Appendix A

8 Four—class Model for Colonial Durban Society.

(The choice of occupational grading units in the construction of

the typology applicable te colonial Durban society’s urban economic

hierarchy, was adapted from The International Standard Classification

of DOccupations (Isco}, (Revised Edition, Geneva: International Labour

Officer, 192&B), pp.253-33. Also Max Weber’'s class dimension was borne
in mind, as well as the Hope—-bGoldthorpe seven and elevenfold schemas

in John H. Goldthorpe and Keith Hope The Social Grading of

Occupations: A New Approach and Scale (Oxford: Clarendon Press,

1974); John H. Goldthorpe Social Mobility and Class Structure in

. Modern Britain (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1980), pp-3B-&47. Goldthorpe

and Hope followed the same procedures as the OPCS in coding all
members of the major professions to the same category, though for
socio-economic groupings distinguished between employees (the
salaried) and self-employed).

1. Upper middle class/stratum (Non—-manual skills)

1) Bubstantial owners and controllers of material production in the
colonial Durban context.
Merchants
Shipowners
Industrial/agricultural entrepreneurs {(Farmers/Flanters)
Bankers
Gentleman {(Occupationally listed as such in records with either
Preperty or presumably assets safeguarding income.)
ii) Frofessionals (mostly self-employed)
Accountants
Advocates/Attorneys/Solicitors

Architects

Medical Fractioners (Doctﬂrs/Dentists/Veterinary Surgeons)

Pharmarictcec /MMrhoms cmd e Tt e 2 e 40



378
£ivil Engineers (Marginal for other engineers.)

iii} Along with the above were a smaller number of leaders from the

public sector. They fell in their top rung of the occupational ladder

in the highest and most privileged wage—earning bracket and in
addition could also have acquired sizeable personal fortunes or
business holdings. This category would include:

Higher graded professionals/some semi-professional (mostly salariesd)
£ivil service executive officers (Governor/Attorney—General/
Secretary for MNative Affairs/Colonial Treasurer
Jurists (Chief Justice/First Puisine Judge/Second Puisine
Judge/Judge %to Native High Court)

Surveyor—General

folonial Engineer

Colonial Secretary

Clergy - Archdeacon/Catholic Bishop % Priest/Colonial Chaplain
Military/Naval - highest ranking officers

Resident Magistrate

Z.Intermediate (middle/middling) stratum

This grouping was considered marginal on account of their limited
powers of ownership and were distinguished primarily by their access
to special education, training or other credentials. Higher salaries
were earned (with exzception to Elergy) in relation to other
non-manual clerical and related workers in the intermediate grouping.
1} Lower graded pon—manual professionals/semi—-professionals

School masters — Primary % Secondary Headmasters and Teachers

Authors/Editors/Frinters/Fublishers

Curators

Archivists/Librarians

Social welfare workers

Ship’s DOfficers % Filots/Fort Captain

Frodurarc / Coammnoem e — Pormfmemr s oo /o d
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Optician

Farochial Clergy (paid by Church}
Surveyors

Engineers

Agents.

Bank Managers

Diplomatic Agents/Consuls (paid by foreign governments and not

professional in the colonial setting, but influential as

representative agents for fostering foreign trading links.)

Entertainers/Artists
Journalists/Reporter

i} The petty bourgeoisie

{Some of the petty bourgeoisie were small—-scale

{sel

thei

income than routine non—manual/clerical and

"independents’

f-employed) such as small proprietors who had direct ownership of

r own capital. The salaried enjoyed mostly higher levels of

constituted a kind of white—-collar elite in the

grouping. )

Civi

Town

1 service officials:

Registrar of Births/Deaths/Marriages)
Frotector of Immigrants

Controller of Excise
Collector/Receiver (Customs)
Superintendent/General Manager - Transport
Superintendent of Folice/Goal/Medical
Sheriff

Clerk of the Feace

Notary Fublic

Bovernment officials:

Town Clerlk

Piiblir Haal+bh Tercoeome e

related workers and

intermediate

(Railways!) /Education/
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Protective (Police/Fire and Detectives/Army (Defence)
members)
Small proprietors:

Hoteliers; Boarding Housekeepersj; Restaurateurs (Eating Houses)
taunderers
Storekeepers
Undertakers
Artists (Musicians)
Builders (Hoqses)
Self-employed Farmers/Fisherman and Hunters

Managers of businesses:
Manufacturing/construction/commerce
Insurance, Real Estate % Business Services S5alesmen, Agents
Auctioneers

Commercial Travellers and Manufacturers’ Agents

iii) Reoutine non—manual/clerical and related workers
(These were subordinate positions with relatively low levels of
income and constitute a kind of white—-collar labour—force.)

Bookkeepers and Cashiers

Rank Tellers

Railway Station Masters and Cuﬁductors

Fost Master

Martet Master

Whar fmaster

Telephone and Telegraph Operators

Office—Machine Operators (Typists)

Cierks

Translators/Interpreters

Matron/Nurse

Company Corrotar ioc



Salesmen
Receptionists

Z. Low class/stratum {Manual and less well sducated)

This category consisted of employed or self-employed workers.
Self-employed workers enjoyed a higher rating than most employees,
whose jJjobs were insecure and who were subject to the authority of
others. The self-employed could prosper so much as to employ others
to do their manual work and move up the occupational ladder to attain
intermediate class status.

Higher rating was also awarded to the '‘Skilled/semi-skilled’.

The dividing line between ¥skilled % semi-skilled is difficult to

define and has not been attempted.

¥ To Leonard Beeghley, Social Stratification in America, pp.155-64,

‘skilled’ can be attributed to craft workers and ‘semi-skilled’ to
operatives as their work is more easily learnt than that of craft

workers.,

Metal Processors:
Ironmongers/Tinsmiths/Coppersmiths) and
Related Workers (Plumbers/Welders).
Toolmakers (Metal Fatternmakers)
Machinery Fitters/Assemblers/Precision Instrument Makers
(Watch, Clock/Mechanics/Fitters % Turners (not electrical)
Electricians.
Jewellery and Frecious Metal Workers {Moulders)
Blacksmiths (Farriers),

Wood Freparation Workers
Sawyers % Faper Makers

Cabinetmakers and Related Woodworkers such ag Wheelwrights.
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Carpenters and Joiners
Carriage/Coach and Wagonmakers
Stone Cutters (Masons)
Bricklayers, Carpenters (and other Construction
Workers - Plasterers, Glaziers, Rookers
Stationary Engine and Related Egquipment Operators (Fower-
generating machinery operators)
Chemical Processers and Related Workers:
Grinders & Mixers
Spinnetrs, Weavers, kKnitters, Dyers and Related Workers:
Hidecurers/Tanners,
Food and Beverage Frocessers:
Butchers/Bakers/Confectioners % Cooks/Brewers
Writers (Sign), Bartenders and Related Workers
Tobacco Freparers and Tobacco FProduct Makers
Cigars/Cigarettes
Tailars, Dressmakers, Milliners % Hatmakers, Seamstresses,
Upholsterers and Related Workers
Boot /Shoemakers and Leather BGaoods Makers/Repairers
Glass Formers, Potters and Related Workers
Frinters and Related Workers:
Compositors % Typesetters,
Engravers, Bookbinders.
Fainters (construction), Decorators
Workers not elsewhere classified:
Musical Instrument Makers/Tuners)
Material-handling and Related Equipment Operators, Dockers %
Freight Handlers (Crane and hoist operators)
Transport Equipment Operators (Boatmen, Railway Engine Drivers &

Firemen, Brakemen, Signalmen % Shunters, Motor vehicle drivers)

Lighthouse—keansr
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Supervisors and general foremen of manual employees
(Agriculture/Industry} tended to constitute a kind of blue-collar
elite; their sﬁpervising functions which implied discretion and

autonomy set them apart from the mass of working class.

Lower rating: {unskilled manual workers — marginal)

This grouping, whose members were largely without property or special
credentials, rely almost completely on labour power for their
material existence. Their position, whether measured in terms of
literacy, educational attainment, or actual job proficiency did not
generally produce economic security or comfort. As a result, when
they were employed, these ‘near poor’ people were likely to work at
domestic service or menial service jobs, as unskilled labour or at

farm laboutr.

General Labourers:
(Farm, Factory, Building site, Wuarryman, Railway
porters/shunters, Wharfinger, Home Domestics, Office and
Industrial Cleaners, Messengers)
Buards/Caretakers/Turnkeys
Messengers
Suides

Self-employed workers:

Street Vendors/Hawkers, jobbing
Gardeners/Waterman

{(supplies water to ships in port) /Woolwasher/

Ferryman/Lime Burpner

4. Low stratum (Residual)

(Morkers not classifiable by occupation)

New Workers seeking employment
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Workers reporting occupations unidentifiable or inadequately
described
Workers not reporting any occupation. Inability to perform
could be ascribed to scarcity of job opportunities in a chosen
field, old age, i1l health or being handicapped.
{The aged and widowed without income fell in the residual categqory,
whereas pensioners/widows who earnad income from property or other
assets could be categorized marginal and accordingly be stratified in

the intermediate groupingl.
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Appendix A: Table 1
Occupational ‘Class’ Distribution of calonial Durbanites

within Durban Borouch Boundary by Gender, Emploved
Heads of Families 1886G/1881
(Aged approximately 20-64)

OCCUPATIONAL "CLASS'
1880/1881

Professional / Semi- professional {5. 2%) . Merchants (9.9%)

Farmers/Planters (2.6%) _' R —Gentleman (5.7%)

ihipowners (0.1%)

Low Class/Residual {2.7%)~ Intermediate Class (45.2%)

i. Occupational counting for 1BEO/1BBl is unsatisfactory when
campared to population figures for this pericd.  Such statistics
howewar, still serve as 2 rough indicaftor of occupsational class
diztribution of mainly White males in a White dominated society wiih
a few Indian merchants and storekespers recaorded mostly of central
Durban within thes Durban Borough Boundary.

-

2. The male head per housshold unit has been listsd az married wom=n
were2 mostly dependants and unemploved. Whits occupatinnal femals
- = ~ : - =
listings are mostly those of the single ang widowed included in the
intermediate and lower middle class grogpinas. White domestics ars
not included.
3. Thease rough figures show a larosr number of workers in the
intermediate and lower grades, than in the higher stratum of mainly
White males. ) o
er-arad=d sy Blacks and Coloureds from the residus
e not b luded m a = r;
listi Ures £ = " the text
falm ~ 3 : - ’
_l_. =2 ! ] :n':l b ] pd =1 e
roan 10 asks 13 -1"—'
=] ¥ o d i b
= L " tan
ar - = ] T
I Bl= o O
this grouping 5 - 7
Sources=s
N,:‘___.-‘ W YEETT =T o S -
S5 r.‘llﬂ_l‘.z;mn:;., n b4f’17 September 1880, op.444-451: Yoters List
O emb=rs of ths e2gislative Council for %he Towns=hioc or E }
Dngaf, for the v Ending T1 August 1BB1; ibid. 0l.EXE¥T. no
12 February 18779 AO-Z2: Education Feport for 1878: ibid
vol.XXXI1, no.189¢8, 17 Fehruary 1850 7-51: E b
ik Ll’ii ; _h 2hruary 1880, pp.l177-F1: Education Report foe
o = e O C Pt a ) t Y | 5 . :
atid Veapty REoist _{Epf in Durban Schools: Natal Almanac, Directory
IR N By = E“" L % __-(j _"'-. =5=7 4 3 =3 - Ei
e o CG—P1€1-!F'J ,"p;.,cf 4; Business Directory; Natal Elus
Boo 2, LL-L101: Livil Egtablishments and List of Offices
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Appendix A: Table 2 .
Occupational ‘Class’ Distribution of coleonial Durbanites

within Durban Borough Boundary by Gender,
Employed Heads of Families 1200
(Aged approximately 20-64)

CCUPATIONAL "CLASS"

1900/1901

Professional / Semi-professional (6.0%)

Merchants (7.0%)
Gentleman (3.3%)

hipowners (0.1%)

Lower Middle Class (40.9%)

intermediate Class (40.6%)

Low Class/Residual (1.6%)

Notes

1. This occupational count is more confined to central Durban and in
relation to population figures for Durban, uvnsatisfactorw. Such
tatistics howsver, have become more detaliled thar previouws

Commercial or Buzineses listings in the Matal Almanac, Directory and
Yegarly Register or Natal Government Bazette and do cive some roucgh
indicztion of occoupational class distribution of mainly White males
and Indian merchants and storebaspsrs (mosktly 1n central Durbany
within the Durban Borough Boundary.

2. The majority of cccupations from this counting in 22 White
domirated society, fall in the intermediate and lower middle class
bracket.

I Omission of low unskilled and residual Africans. Indians and
Coloureds is due to fraogmentary listinos recorded. From secondary
sources the assumption can be mads that many resided on ths Durban
periphery and only became urban pccupational dwellsrs by day, for
sexample hawkers.

4, Mzle h=ads of households are listed as married women wars
agenerally dependants and unemployved. Wnite occupational female
listings are mostly those of the single and widowed. Many Whites
reported no occupation, for ecample prostitutes

2. A decline of approximately 7% in only twenty years of upper
{middle! class (only aporoximately 17% of tatal), does sugoest that
th= Second Anglo-Boer War (1899-1902) must have had samse etfect or
these flaurss,

Sources

MEGS, vol.LII, no.3114, 17 July 1900, pp.H11-54: Voters’® Lizsi for
Durban Borough ending 21 August 19015 ibid., vol.LII, ro.3 i

3 mn
April 1900, pp.185-2374: Education Notice: Listing of Te.
Durbarn Schaools: MNatal Almsnac, Directory and Yearly Reo
PPp.347-44&: Trade Lireckorv.
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Appendix B

A Four—graded Status Model for Colonial Durban Society.

(This urban social hierarchy of colonial Durban society, has borne
Webet 's status dimension in mind with suggested hierarchical status
or prestige ratings. Occupational grading units applicable to their

martet-based economy, were adapted from The International Standard

Classification of OBccupations (Isce), (Revised Edition. Geneva:

International Labour Officer, 196B), pp.25-33. The Hope-Goldthorpe
seven and elevenfold schemas in John H. Goldthorpe and Keith Hope Tha

Social Grading of Bccupations: A New Approach and Scale (Oxford:

Clarendon Fress, 1974), pp. 30-60; John H. Goldthorpe Social Mobility

and Class Structure in Modern Britain (Oxford: Clarendon Fress,

1980y, pp.38-47, were also borne in mind, as Goldthorpe and Hope
followed the same procedures as the OFCS in coding all members of the
major professions to the same category}.

"the few"

A: Upper stratum/class (could constitute a ‘gentry’ in the colonial

setting}
Higher rating: Fositions of leadership and social responsibility in
which they were entrusted to control political and ideologicatl
production.
Members of Matal Government:

Colonial Governor

Attorney—General

CDlDﬂial Secretary

Colonial Treasurer

Secretary to Mative Affairs

Colonial Engineer}

Surveyor—-Beneratl

Other Members of Parliament - Executive/Legislative/Judicial

(Judne/ Factidomt: Mam < e b o — L = v o B
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Members of Durban Town Government

Mayotr/Councillors (many cheosen from influential wealthy
merchants?
Other highest ranking commanding and responsible positions:
Military/Naval — Commander
Clergy — Archdeacon/Catholic Bishop % Priest/Colonial Chaplain
Diplomats — Ambassadors/Consuls
Subordinate ranking — Professionals/semi-professionals
(Frestige ranking attributed to educational gualifications)
Civil service esxecutive officers:
Customs Controller
Frotector of Immigrants
Registrar of Deeds
Town Clerk
Other professionals/semi—professionals:
Accountants
Architects
Surveyors
Medical Practioners (Doctors/Dentists/Veterinary Surgeons)
Pharmacists/Chemists
Engineers
Jurists (Attorneys/Solicitors)
Company Secretaries
Superintendents ~ Hissions/EducatiDn/Hedical/Transport/Fclice
Authors/Editors
Brokers (Stock/Insurance?
Curators
Archivists/Librarians
Social welfare workers

Ehip's Officers % Pilots/Port Captain

| R T o
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Frimary % Secondary Teachers
Farochial Elergy

Entertainers/Artists

Journalists

Frestige ranking also attributed to those presumably wealthy enouah
with abundant leisure time to report themselves for listing in the
occupational registers as:

Gentleman (Gentlewoman presumably shared status)

"the many"

B: Intermediate stratum (Middle class & “middling group’)

High rating:

Farmers (Proprietors)

Marchants (Wealth could influence lifestvle}

Storekeepzrs

Managers (Manufacturing/construction/commerce)

Insurance, Real Estate % Business Services Salesmen, figents

Auctioneers

Commercial Travellers and Manufacturers’' Agents
(Froprietors/self-employed — higher in esteem than salaried emplovees
— Money and entrepreneurial position were not in themselves status
qualifications, although they may lead te them.)

Hoteliers (Froprietors/Managers)

Boarding Housekeepers (Proprietors/Managers)

Restaurateurs (Eating Houses)

Shops/Storekeepers/Salesmen

Launderers

Frotective (Folice/Fire and Detectives/Army members (Defence)

Undertakers

Artists (Fainters)
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Buides

Lower rating: Routine (clerical)
Bookkeepers/Cashiers
Railway Station Masters and Conductors
Telephone and Telegraph Operators
Secretaries
Typists
Clerks
Translators/Interpreters
Managers/Supervisors/General Foreman of Manual Employees
tAgriculture % Industry)
Fisherman & Hunters
Fublic Health Inspectors

Nurse

C: Low class/stratum (Manual/Working class)

Higher rating: Skilled/semi-skilled, owning property and
self-employed — could prosper to be classed intermediate.
Hairdressers
Quarryman.
Metal Processors (Ironmongers/Tinsmiths/Coppersmiths)
Wood Freparation Workers kSawyers % Faper Makers?}
Carpenters % Joiners,
Chemical Processers and Related Workers
Tanners/Fellmongers and Felt Dressers
Food and Beverage Frocessers (HButchers/Bakers/Confectioners/
Brewers
Cooks, Writers (Sign), Bartenders and Related Workers
Tobacco Freparers and Tobacco Froduct Makers (Cigars/Cigarettes)

Tailorse/bDressmakers/Milliners & Hatmakers/Ssamstresses
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Shoemakers and teather Goods Makers/Repairers
Cabinetmakers and Related Woodworkers

Stone Cutters (Masons)
Blackamiths/Farriers/Toolmakers.(Hetal Fatternmakers)
Machinery Fitters/Assemblers/Precision Instrument Maketrs
{(Watch/Clock/Mechanics/Fitters & Turners - nat electrical?
Electricians.

Flumbers/Welders.

Jewellery and Freciocus Metal Workers {(Moulders!

Glass Farmers/Potters % Related Workers

Frinters % Related Workers (Compositors & Typesetters,
Engravers,

Bookbinders.

Fainters (construction’,/Decorators

Workers not elsewhere classified:

(Musical Instrument Makers/Tuners)

Bricklayers/FPlasterers, Glaziers, Rookers)

Stationary engine and related equipment operators
(power—generating machinery operators)

Material-handling and related equipment operators, Dockers %
Freight Handlers {(Crane and Hoist Operators)

Transport equipment operators (Boatmen/Railway Engine
Drivers/Firemen/Brakemen/Signalmen & Shunters/Motor-vehicle

drivers:?

Lowar rating: Unskilled were rated as unprivileged with higher
poverty status - the ‘near poor’
Self-employed workers (Street vendors/hawkers/jobbing gardeners)
General bLabourers (Farms/Factories/Building site/Railway

porters/shunters/0ffice & Industrial Cleaners/Messengers)
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Guards/Caretaker/Turnkeys

D: Low stratum/class {(Residual}

* Workers npot classifiable by occupation were rated as unprivileged

with lower poverty status — "the poor’.

New workers seeking employment

Workers reporting occupations unidentifiable or inadequately

described.

Workers not reporting any occupation (the sick, handicapped,

widows and the aged without i1ncome).

{It should again be emphasized that none of these characteristics are

absolute as not all pecple mentioned in this category, especially the

widowed were necessarily poot. Fensioconers and the widawed with

incaome could be categorized marginal and accordingly be stratified in

the intermediate grouping).
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Appendix B:

‘Status’

Table 3 _
Distribution of colonial Durbanites

within Durban Borough Boundary by Gender,

EFmploved Heads

of Families 18BB¢/1881

(Aged approximately 20-464)

Group Occupational "Status'
1880

(

R, 18 )

I Single Females Married Females

Q— 3
Upper
Notes
1. A rough estimation of
and

2

Lm

-
T

fl

NN

NN

» Residual

"the few’ Whites only in the upper class
‘"the many’ Whites in the middle and lower stratum.

Married women

enjoyed the same occupational status as the male heads of households.
* Countings for the residual class are incomplete and
Insignificant for this graph.

Other races omitted from this count due to fragmentary listings
were held in low esteem by the dominant British sector of Durban
society and were ascribed with low subordinpate status.
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fppendix B: Table 4 _
Occupational ‘Status’ Distribution of colonial Durbanites

within Durban Borough Boundary by Gender, Employed Heads
af Families 1900G/1201
(pged approximately 20—-64)

Group Occupational "Status’
1900 (L/L:h;)

Males Jl Single Females NN Married Females u
1800‘}:— J—— . .i
1600~ B o %& - B
100+ [N § '
1200+ o ) l%{ -

. - |
1000~ e 'T §% |
8007’ e | §
600 ; .E
4002' "
200_"| Pl

Upper Middle Lower * +Residual

Notes

t. A rough indication of "the few  Whites at the top and of "the
many ' Whites’ on the lower rungs of the social ladder. HMarried
women, for the most part, shared the same occupational status as
their male counterparts.

?.% Countings for the residual class are incomplete and insignificant
for thi=s graph.

Z. (Other races have been omitted due to fragmentarv listings. They
were held in low esteem by the dominant British sector of Durban

sgciety and would have been ascribed with low subordinate status.

n

SMIFC 85

Matal Almanac, Directory and Yearly Register, 1900, pp.347-45: T =
Directorv: NGS, vol. LIT, no.Z114, 17 July 1300, pp.Bli-S4&: Yaoters
tList for Durban Borough endine I1 Auvgust 12C¢1; ibid., wol.LIT,

no 2104, 19 April 1900, po.185-234: Education Motice: Listings of
Teachers in Durban Schools.
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Appendix C

Matal Government Civil Establishment (1880) with emphasis cn

Durban and in relation to the Four—-class Madel of hierarchical

aoccupational class differences.

{Source: Matal Blue Book (PMB., 188B0), C2-Ciol).

{This listing of income, although probably less than those in the
upper echelon of the private sector, was still high by tcolonial
standards. It has relevance in showing the big gap in salary between
someone at the top of the occupational ladder in the colonial
governmental sphere and somecne in the intermediate and lower manual

rungs of the ladder.}

Office Name Salarv p.a./Class
Governor and Commander— Eir George Pomerov-Colley, £2 S00 1
Chief, Vice-Admiral, and Mayor-General, KCSI,

Supreme Chief C.B., C.M.G.

Frivate Secretary Captain McGregor, R.E. £150 2
Clerk, Governor's Office A.X. Byrne £223 2
Bardener, Government House W. Clark £100 3
Native Messenger " £12 3

Executive Council

Clerk G.R.E. Grimes £100

]

Colanial Secretary's Office

Colonial Secretary C.B.H. Mitchell, Lt.Col., £1 Qoo 1
RM, C.M.G.

Chief Clerk 1.5. Haden (acting) £I50 <

First Clerk J-A. Mitchell £200 2

Second Clerk C.J. Bird £130 z

Bffice kKeeper J. B'Eeefe £120 2

Eurgpean Messenger Y. Worthington £48 3

Two Native Messengers = ..... (At £12 each} f24

(A
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Secretary for MNative Affairs Office

Secretary for Native Affairs J.W. Shepstone

Clerk

Second Clerk

J.J. Sewell

J.E. Frampston

Two Messenpers (Natives at £12 each)

Treasury

Col. Treasurer

Clerk &% Accountant

Second Clerk
Third C€Clerk
Fourth Clerk
Sub-Accountant,
Ladysmith

Mative Messenger

Audit Office

Auditor

First Clerk
Second Clerk
Third Clerk
Fourth Clerk
Clerk, Durban

Native Messenger

FEegisztrar aof Deeds’

Registrar of Deeds

First Clert
Second Clerk
Third Clerk

Native Messenger

Surveyaor—-General ‘s Office

ClIrvauvmmPr— oo e - o

J.T. Folkinghorne
T. Frimrose

H.B. Bainbridge
A.W.F. Taylor
F.5. Bird

J.J. Field

J.F. Symons
G.A4. Read

H. Wylde-Brown
T.J. 5t.George
F.C. Hawkins
W.C. Beviss

G. Lamond
James Craw
J.W.F. Bird

J.D°A Dumaresq

(acting?

£700

f12

10s

10s

fJ

(el

1]

2

tJ

]

tJ

(-

I

f3

3]

fJ

I

]

%)

1

58]
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Clerk, Draughtsman, %
Examiner of Diagrams

Second Clerk

Public Works Department

Colonial Engineer

Chief Clerk % Accountant

First Clerk & Draughtsman

Clerk of Works, Durban

Clerk of Works, FMB.
Secaond Clerk

Third Clerk

Accountant 's Clerk
Customs

Collector of Cucstoms
Clerk % Warshouse—keeper
Secand Clerk
Third Clerk
Fourth Clerk
Supervisor,
First Landing HWaiter
Secong " "
Third " "
First Locker & Tidewaiter
Second " % "

Third " % "

Extra Tidewaiter

Watchman % Boatman

(1) Q. 15

Bonded Warehouse
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C.5. Behrens

G.W. Taylaor

A.H. Hime, Capt. R.E.

E.F. McGill
W.6. Evans
C.J.H. Jenkyn
A. Singletan
A.5. Leslie
T.N. Smith

R. Mchlew

5. Rutherford
J. Byrne

K.K. Cochrane
R. Aman
R.A.J. Matthews
Blake Boble
J.0 " Mahony

A. Marling

R. Upton

J. Maslen

T.H. Swatton

T. Nicoll

W. Fattison
A.F. Rudd
D. Aubrey

C. White

C. Spradbrow

)

£300G

fd

£124 14s

£1 COO

£300

£330

£Z00

£110

£110

£100

£700

£300

£1350

£135¢

£100

£30

£I00

£2530

£162/10

£150

£126

£120

£108
f108
f£148

£84

£
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Messenger (Native)

Port Dffice

Fort Captain
Elerk

First Filot
Second "

Third "

Fourth "

Fifth "

Engineer, Steam Tug
Second Engineer
Carpenter

Signalman, Bluff
Assistant Signalman
Two Boatmen

Stokers

Native & other Boatmen
Lighthouse-keeper
Assistant "
Sub-Assistant ¢

Two Eonlie Attendants

Postal Department

Fostmaster—General
First Clerk

Second

Third '

Fourth "

Fifth "

Siuth "

Seventh "

398

A. Airth
(Vacant)

J.R. Wellington
E. Strachan

5. Vibert

L. Durrant

W. BGordon

G.b. Stewart

W. Hoskison

T. Johnsan

A. Hunt
D. Moffat
D.W. Bell

i.H.W. Mpodie
W.B. Shurmer
F.R. Becher
R.S. Bumbury
Vacant

H. Smith

J.G. Baker

D. Stephen

£12

£350

£100

£214d

£175

£150C

£120

£10G

£125

£100

f10

£29

£400

£209

£20G

f1&2

£13646

£100

f100

1Gs,

10s.
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Native Messenger
Durban

Fostmaster

First Clerk
Second "

Third "

Fourth "

Sixth "

Field Commandant % Cornets

County of Durban

Durban Borough

Ward No 1

Ward Mo

[N

Ward No

(%]

Ferrymen

Umgeni Division

Bavnes® Drift
Morton’'s Drift

Durban County

Ferryman lLower Drift,
Judicial

Supreme Court

Ehief Justice

First Puisine Judge
Second " "
Master 2% Registar
Interpreter

Clerk to Master

™Y — 1. b  —

Illovo
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C.J. Coakes
A.W. Collins
J.E. Fowys
F.J. Marillier
W. Fike

R.N. Williams

J. Tilbury

H.T.A. Noble
W.5.4W. Chadwick
T.W. Bower

J. Sanderson

W. Baynes

M. Morton

Ramasammy

Sir H. Connor f1
(Macant?} f1
C. Cadiz £1

R.I. Finnemore

F.H. Methley

R.B. Tatham

£12

f£145

£110

£106

£100

£100

fia

£15

£15

£15

£24

£24

10s.

135,

4d.,
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FJ
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Messenger % Usher
Native Messenger

Native Hiagh Court

Judge

Registar

European Messenger
Mative Messenger

Sheri1ff’'s Bffice

Sheriff

400

J.J.

A.S5.
W.R.

C.E,

Faterson

Windham {(acting) £8C0O

Goerdon

Garbett

A. Clarence

Attorney General’'s Departiment

Attorney—-General
Clerk to "

Native Messenger

M. H.

Gal lwey

W. Broome

Clerk of the Feace, Counties J.FP.

of Durban, fAlexandra, Alfred &

Frosecutor Native High Court

Division Courts

County of Durban/Borough Division

Resident Magistrate

First Clerk, Registar of

Waller

Arthur Mesham

R.C.

the Circuit Court, % Officer

for the Sale of Stamps
Second Clerk

Third "

Clerk % Interpreter
Messenger

Coolie Interpreter

Ecclesiastical

Chaplain English Church

{(Mostly paid by church?

Vissick

G. Leask

M.R.N. Matthews

H.V.

Ridgway

tH.T.A. Noble

E. Subham

Very Rewv.

J. Breen,M.A.

£250

£800

£200

£12

£250

£500

£300

£1R&/710

£100

£15¢0

f100

f&60

£100
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Educational

Superintending Inspector of
Schools (FMB.)

DBurban

Headmaster High School
fissistant Headmaster
Headmaster, Model Frimary
First Assistant Master
Second " "

Third " "

Medical

4-4.1

R. Russell

F.5. Sandford,

W.H. MNicholas,

J. Crowe

R.L. Brant

E.S. Duncan

Fred Hankeswood

Eounty of Durban, Borough Division

District Surgeon

Durban Haospital

Superintendent

Matron

Dispenser

Murse

Three dative Attendants
Coolie Assistant

Three Assistants

Folice & Gapls

W.H. Addison

H. Barnes

E. Howroyd

A.J. Kingsley

€. Fercy

County of Durban, Borough Division

Superintendent, Central Gaol
Matron

turopean Constable

Five European Turnkeys

Six European Convict Buards

Three Native Constables tat f14 each}

Eight Native Turnkeys

CSixteen Native Forvict Sioraemdco

{at £14 esach) .

J.V. Philips
Mrs. Fhilips

John Davies

£L00
B.A. £500
B.A. £250
£I00
£200
£100
£32
£200
£15¢
f40
£1G0
£45
£34
£224
£34
£250
£60
f£f84
£472
£448
£472
£1246
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One Indian Interpreter

Legislative Council

Speaker

Elerk of the Council
Clerk Assistant
Shaorthand Reporter
Usher

Colonial Defence

Commandant % Inspector of

Volunteers

Ad jutant

Storekeeper & Armourer
Caretaker

Two Infantry Drill In-
structars

Mounted Folice

Commandant

CEonservatars

Bay % Harbour

Excise

Controller of Excise
EFxcige Surveyar
Excise Surveyar
Excise Sutrveyar
Immigration

Frotector of Immigrants

Secretary Land % Immigration

Board

J.W. Akerman
8. Stranack
T. Barlicke
T.F. Carter

D. Slatter

J.6. Dartneltl

N.E. Bavey

F.C. Choles

R. Boyd

J.G. Dartnell

F.B. Short

R.B. Struthers

W. Hare

James Hajenius

George Herbart

Major S. Growes

£i8

£273

£100

£130

£500

£3I30

E120

E120

£120

£&00

tharles Arthur Butler £250
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Medical Circles

Durban

Officer of Dbn. Coolie

Medical Circle George Lindsay Bonnar £300
Telegraphs
General Manager J. Sivewright £150

Natal Government Railways (N.G.R.)}

Genaral Manager, N.G.R. David Hunter f1 000
Accountant, N.G.R. H.W. Griffiths £400
Traffic Superintendent,N.G.R. J.F. Manisty £330
Inspector of Police, Railway C. Atkinson £150
Department

Arms % Ammunition

Ufficer for sale of gunpowder Charles Joseph Lowe fes

(Burban?}

Caretaker, Magazine, Durban David Butler £108

rJ
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fAppendix D

Sugoested Typologv of a "'Power’ Model for the Colonial

City of Durban.

(This urban power hierarchy in colonial Durban society is a
suggested ‘power model’ based on occupational class and prestige and
implies a status order of positions of leadership and social

responsibility.)}

The political class

(the “political class’ in the colonial Durban context of early
industrial capitalism, was also the ‘ruling class’y the privileged
few exercising actual political functions who were in these positions
either because of the moral authority which they held or financial
power they possessed, (unlike in modern times of mature industrial
capitalism where they could be separated into those who rule and

those who influence those who rule).

Highest grading (the privilegad few)
Members of Durban Town/City Council: Mayor (nominal head!)

Councillors
Durban County Representatives (Members of Natal Government).
(These Representatives were in many cases chosen from the Durban Town
Council members who had been trained to participate in the political
process in local government. 1f chosen, they became representative
in the Executive and Legislative fissembly of the Natal Government).
Intergovernmental relations: Some measure of local independence,
together with a measure of congruence with central government on

broad questions of national policy.

Lower grading (Subordinate to the above mentioned Town Councillors):
Durban Town Council Qfficials (Appointment by Councillors):

Town Clerk



o5
Assistant Town Clerk
Town Treasurer
fGssistant Treasurer
Chief Cashier
Licensing Officer

Town Solicitor

Town/City Engineer/Surveyor

Town/City Electrical Engineer

Eullding Inspector

General

Tramways
Manager,

Chief Constable/Superintendent of Borough/Town/City Folice
Manager,
Telephones

Town/City Medical Officer of Health

Inspecter of Muisances.

General Storekeeper
Water Inspector
Barough Analyst
Market Macter

Foreman of Works

Fire Master

Curator of Museum

{Same of these aofficials such as Enoineers/Survevarscould also move

—

a step nigher in their careers by being appointed as Colonial

E~yineers/Survevors and thus become Mambers of Farliament.)
Lowest cradino

{The electorats}.
{Burgegses

in the respective wards of the demarcated Durban Boroogh
them 1in the

entitled by restricted suffrage to vote for Councillors to represent
Durban Town Council}.



1B8S4-57

1857-28B

1B829-&0

1B60—1-2-3

186%-4-5

18465—&6

1B&E—67

18467~4&8

18&B-6%

1849-70

1870-71

1871-772

1872-73

1873-74

1874-79

187574

1B76—-7-8B

187879

187%-8B0

1880—-1-2

18BZ2-83

1883-4-5

1BBS-Ba4

188&4—-B7

1887-88

Mavors

r

G.C.Cate

Edward Snell and Savery Finsent
A.W.Evans and J.R.Goocdricke
William Hartley

Alexander FMcArthur

Hugh Gillespie

Jonn Hunt and R.W.Tyzack

arthur Harvey and Jobn Millar
Edward Snell

Edward Snell and William S. Field
William 5. Field and J.D.EBallance
Richard Yaus=e and William FPalmer
William Falmer

Jahn Goodliffe

Edward Fickering

Richard Vause

BE.W.Greenacre

William Arbuckle

Richard Yause

H.W.Currie

William Arbuckle

Edward Fickering

Fichard VYVause

J.lW.Stranack

W.E.Robarts

T.A. O'Flaherty, R.L.Cunningham and

from 1854 tg 1710 (Colenial Periad!}.

J.J.Hiitier



189697

1897-28

1898-9-1200-1

1901-2

19025 4-5

1965-4-7-8-7

19G2-1C

191G-11—-12—-13

Source: Mayor’'s Parlour,

B.W.Greenacre
J.W.bLeuchars
George Fayns
Hon.R. Jamesan
George Pavne
B.W.Greenacre
John RNicol
Ernest Leslie
J.E1llis Brown

C.Henwood

§07

and John

Acutt

Walter Greenacre

F.C.Hollander

Burban City Hall.

MNicol
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Appendix H

&8 small-scale group study of thirty-five Mavors

1. George Christopher Cato
2. Edward Snell

3. Savary Pinsent
4. A.W. Evans

5. J.R. BGoodricke
&, William Hartley
7. Alexander McArthur
HB. Hugh Billespie
F. John Hunt

10, R.W. Tyzack

i1. Arthur Harvey
12. John Millar

13. William Field

14 J.D. Ballance
15. William Palmer
16. William Arbuckle
17. John Goodliffe
18. Edward Pickering
19. Richard Vause
20. H.W. Currie

21. J.W. Stranack
22. W.E. Robarts

23. T.A. O'Flaherty
24, R.L. Cunningham
25. J.J. Hillier

26. B.W. Greenacre

27. J.W. Lesuchars
28. George Payne

29. R.Jameson
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John Micol

Ernest Leslie Acutt
J. Ellis Brown

C. Henwood

Walter Greenacre

Felix Charles Hollander
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900

800+

700+
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200-
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POPULATION GROUPS
EVERY TEN YEARS

RACIAL POPULATION GROUPS RACIAL POPULATION GROUPS
1882 1842

WHITES {59.5%)

1882

WHITES (50.9%)

RACIAL POPULATION GROUPS
1892

AFRICANS (28.7%) —

RACIAL POPULATION GROUPS
1901 - 1902

WHIES {(41.87%)

ASIANS [70.67T)

RACIAL POPULATION GROUPS
1910
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Appendix J: Table B

Fopulation of the colonial city of Durban in relation %o closest

coastline towns.

Year Durban FPinetown Stanger Verulam Umzinto Fort Shepstone Tongaat

121t 94 2246% 768 751 1 279 2 2672 548 2?19

* Source: A.J. Christopher, "The Natal Coastal Belt’, in

Contree. Journal for South African Urban and Regqional History. 2,

July 1977, pp.5-11.

# The Union Government Census throughout South Africa on 7 May 1911,

dgtermined a total population of 62 143 in Durban. See Durban Mavyor’'s
Minute, 31 July 1910, p.223; ibid., pp.120-5.
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Reconstruction af Central Durban Townscape
in the 12th Century {(Lanes and Arcades to expand CBD)

{Adapted from George Jackson, Music in Durban 1B5S0-1900, pp.130-2)

sl N B ) R O I

<0

10,
11.
12,

14.
15.

14.
17.

21.
22,

L o
e

24,

25.
26.
27.
28.
29,

Z0.
=1,

32,

-
- I

4,

35.
I4.
7.
8.

39.
4,
41.

Albert Park (laid off in 184& — named in 1B&4)
Theatre Royal (Second Theatre 1882)

0ld Cemetery (laid off as 1 hectare in 1844)

Young Ladies’ Collegiate Institution (before moved to Bereal
Convent Ladies’ College (5t.Jo=eph’s 187&)

5t. Joseph’'s Church and Hall (1B77)

Central Hotel

Drew’'s West End Hotel/Tavern (184%)

Gurban High School (before moved to Berea)

Council Chamber

Jack=son's Brothers Music RocT

Jonsson's Masonic Hall

Falmer's Masonic Hall

Houghting 's Music Hall

Caledonian Hotel

The Princess Cafe

Trafalgar Hall (18467}

Trafalgar Theatre {(first theatre 1874}

Yaudeville Theatre (18835)

Templar’'s Hall (1B75)

Government Schoolroom (1854)

Deer’'s Hotel (185%)

Jerusalem Hotel

Evans and Churchill ‘s Warehouse/Store (1857)

Darby’'s Steore (1870s) (present ABC Shoe Store)
Kinghurst 's Store (1852}

Snell s Store (1B&4)

Breede’'s Store (1853)

Smith's Stare (1854)

Congregational Church and Schoolroom (1870)
Presbyterian Church (1B&7)

Methodist (Wesleyan) Chapel (1852, Church, 1877) (West Street)
Enight and King’'s Store (1852)

William Palmer ‘s Store (1853)

Adam’'s & Co. - above Natal Mercury’s 3rd home.
Acutt’'s Auction Mart (1858)

Market Square/portion Town BGardens - Band Stand (1891)
Elarke & Pulleyn’'s Store (1B&7)

Masonic Hall (1841)

County Hall (1844)

Matal Bank

Town Hall (present Fost Office, 1885 and Extension, 1935)
Durban Reading Room and Library (Mechanic’'s Institute’
Middleton % Wirsing’'s Store

MacDonald’'s Family % Commercial Hotel (1852)

Wood s Masonic Hotel/Hall (1859)

Renamed Royal Hotel (1840}

Court House (184&)

Wesleyan Church % School (1847).

Eeningfield ‘s Mart.

Oddfellows  Hall (1882)

Fhilharmonic Hall (1883)

London Tavern (c. 1850)

LCharles E. Todd, Leather % Hide Merchant

5t. Paul’s Church (1855)/Church Lane

Extension (1883)

Restroyed by fire 190&4/present Church dates from 1209
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43,
44,
43.
46.
47.
48.

Durban Club (second — where Norwich house stands)
Fresent Durban Club (third — Esplanade}

Marine Hotel (Esplanade - since demolished)

0id Fort

Durban Fublicity Bureau
Medwood Gardens/Town Baths
Durbtan City Hall (1210G)
George C. Late’'s FProperty.
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Appendix K2

Reconstruction of Central Berea Suburban
Townscape in the 19th Century
{Adapted fraom George Jackson, Music in Durban 1850-1%900,

Botanical Bardens ((30 acres laid off in 1844}
Berea Road Congregatiocnal Church (1881}
Musgrave Road Congregational Church (1892)
Berea Hall (1887%)

Wesleyan (Methodist) Church (1822}

Durban High School (18%4&)
5t.Thomas’'s Church, Beresa Road (18%9&)
St.Thomas's Cemetery, Ridge Road.
Fresbyterian Church and Hall (189%9)
St.Thomas's Church, Musgrave Roagd (1900)
Young Ladies’ Collegiate College.

Berea Park.

Lord’ s Bround.

.
i






/ ryvf/*ivﬂ At Iy PERSONS WHO SERVED AS DIRECTORS OF

THE NATAL RAILWAY COMPANY, 1859-1877

Act’ of Incorporation 21.6.59

Achsif#Lw,HcAWx‘JHIjY; Ordinances, Laws and Proclamations of Natal
- 1343~ 1870 (wmﬂ Vause «Shffew , 1879), (zwlu.,..,ea) R. Acutt® T.P. James
ORIGINAL SHAREHOLDERS Vol I. pp.272-3, ¥.C. Baker J.F. Kahts
Williaem Smerdon, George Henry Wirsing, Henry Milner, Robert
C. Behrens A. McArthur
Acutt, Adolph Coqui, James Proudfoot, Edward Snell, Joseph
Henderson, Jonas Dergtheil, Carl Behrens. (All these were the 5.F. Benningfiald J. Millar™
original directors.) J. Bergtheil H. Milher °
George Christopher Cato and James Proudfoot (Trustees)
Mr Bresler W. Peace
Hugh Gillespie and Augustus M. Barnes (Auditors)
W.H. Addison, W.H.Acutt, J. Adlam, P. Allen, J.W. Akerman, J. Brickhill T. Poynton
Robert Anderson (Surveyor), J. Brown, J. Bromwich, S.F. G.C. Cato J. Proudfoot
Benningfield, W.G. Baker, D.D. Buchanan, J.T. Button, T.G. Brownas,
A. Coqui W.H. Savory
F. Bell, R.J. Barns, J.C. Boshof{f, S. Button, E.J. Challinor 4
S. & Bu..Crowder, J.L. Crompton, J.S. Colborne, E.R. Dixon, A.W. Evans W. Smerdon* Vi
J. de Kock, I!l. Dunning, De Kock & DBresler, J. Evans, J. Ellis, J.E. Fradd i E. Snell
A.R. Forbes, J. Few, J. Flemin M. Foggitt, P. Ferreira
: ' ' 9 0oz EEs ' H. Gillespie* Dr Sutherland
C. Goodwin, S.W.B. Griffin, J. Gavin, J. Gillespie, J. Hunt,
W.C. Humphreys, P. Henwood, J.K. Harrison, T. Heys, T.M. Harvey, J.R. Goodricke . ’ D.H. Tarboton
M. Hirsch, T. Jacques, A. Jacques, ¥W. James, R.W. James, W. Grant R. Vausge
J.F. Kahts, J. Ki Landsberg Hoffman & Co, R. Lindsa J. Mason
! ng. A g ’ I ' J. Henderson G.H. Wathen
W. Martin, C.¥. Mayne, W.}H. Middleton, D.L. Maree, J.B. Millar,
A. McArthur, W.E. Oates, J. Pulleyn, J. Player, S. Pinsent, J.F. Hoffman A.S. Vindhan
J. Pitcher, J. Rusgom, A. Robinson, S.W. Rowse,  G. Robinson, J. Hunt G.H. Wirsing
J. Raw, F. Roos, W.H. Savo Surtees. Robinson & Browne
' ' T ! R.W. James Zeaderhorg.
P.C. Sutherland, J.R. Saunders, D.H. Tarboton, G. Thomson,
E. Tomlinson, R. Vaugpe, J.D. Witherspoon, J. Wheeler, S. Williams,
G. Winder, J.0. Wirsing, G.H. Wathon, F.M. Wolhuter, J.W. Winter, List compiled from Minute Books N.G.R. 38, 39
G. Wilson, A.S White, and P.H. Zeecderburg. and 0; and from Natal Almanaocs 1863-1877.

* Chairmen of the Company
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) _ NATAL

RAILWAY COMPANY.

TCc DL INCORPORATED BY SPECIAL ACT OF THE LEGISLATURE,

WIT! LIMITED LIABILITY.

CAPITAL £10,000.

IN 1000 SHARES, OF £10 EACII, WITH POWER TO INCREASE.

Payable £2 10s. per ghare on allotment; £2 10s., three months
after: the remainder to be called up as required, giving one
amonth's notice.

PROVISIONAL DIRECTORS:
WILLIAM SMERDON, Esq., Chairman,
ROBERT ACUTT, Esq. JAMES PROUDFOOT, Esq.
GEORGE C. CATO, Esq. GEORGE H. WIRSONG, Esq.
A. COQUI, Eag.

TRUSTEES:
GEORGE C. CATO, Esq. JAMES PROUDFOOT, Esq.

AUDITORS:
HUGH GILLESPIE, Esq. WILLIAM H. ACUTT, Esq.
Danker - THE NATAL BANK.

Solicitor - Acting Secretary -
JOHN R. GOODRICKE, Esgqg. o :l: GBORGL H. WIRSING, E=mg.

Engineer and Managing Director - ALBERT ROBINSON, Esg.

PROVISICNAL COMMITTEE AT MARITZBURG

J+ HENDERSGN, Zs8q. Hon. P. ALLEN, Eag.
Dr. P.C. SUTHERLAND C. BEHRENS, Eaq.,
Je. BERGTIILCL, Esqg. J.w. AKERMAN, Esaq.
E.R. DIXON, Esqg. R. VAUSE, Esq.

This Company is established for constructing, maintaining
and working a Railway from the Foint to Durban, with Wharf,
Shed, and Fleant at the Point, to land 2nd ship Goods and

Passengers, and Terminus in Town from whence Goods are to be
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delivered by'Vagons. " The calculations made shaw that no line
could be more easily or cheaply constructed, and the Local
Government, being favourable to the undertaking, will afford

such agsistance aa is in their power, whilst the estimated
Returns shew a highly remunerative prospect for the Shareholders.

The project now submitted will commend itself as called for
by the exigencles of the times. Nearly half the capitai has
been at once subscribed in Durban, and having formed part of a
plan for smome time under consideratlion, the Promoters need
aonly make a passing allugion to the necessity there is for
expediting the increasing traffic between the two places, and
havina secured tha able co-operation of Mr. A. ROBINSON, an’
eminent Engineer, fecl every confidence in laurching this the
firat Rallway in Natal.

The landing, shipping, and transport of Carge having
hitherto been attended with difficulty and delay, it is obvious
that very goon it will be altogether out of the gquestion to
conduct even the ordinary traffic by the present modej heﬁca it
is conceived that the time has arrived to make provision for
rendering the Sea Port of the Colony as efficient in every
respect as circumstances will admii. This Railway and the
other operations contemplated by the Company are the more
essential now that a Steam Tug is to be placed on the station,
which, whilst obviating a recurrence of the freauent detention
of vessels, will combine, when the Jetty is completed, to makae
the Harbour the most efficient in South Africa and bring a large
amount of passing Tonnage to the Po;t, Natal being situated
directly on the route from India.

It is contemplated eventually to extend the line beyond
Congella to tiae Umhlatuzan, whence Stone for the Harbour
improvements can be procured, wheare Wagons to and from Pieter-
maritzburg can be loaded, avoiding the whole of the heavy pull
through the Berea sand, and where the growing Sugar Estate near
the Isipingo, Umlazi and beyond promise a large amount of traffic.
There 1is not a member of the comaunity but will benefit either
directly or indirectly by the opening up of Railway communication
in Natal, of which this is but the forerunner.



The following Sstimates have been made -up and ravised 50
as to leave a wide margin for contingencies, and there can be

no doubt an increased revenue will be derived from sources ﬁot
tak.n at all into the ‘accounti-

CAPITAL.
PERMANENT STOCK -

As Rails, Sleepers, Chaing, Turntables, Bridges,
Culverts, Stations, Sheds, and Wharf, .
including construction of the whole... e ...£5682 0 O

ROLLING STOCK -

As Locowotive and Tender, Cargiage for PaBsengers,
four Trucks, Six Ballast Wagons, Two Portable
Crﬂnes‘ atc. v ea e s v e s sew anre 16% 0 0

CONTINGENCIES - say . . . - tee =.. 674 O O

Cstimated Capital to be cmployed...£8000 0 ©

RETUINS.
GOCDS TRAFFIC -

Per Estimate of the Chamber of Commerce,
say 11,000 tons of Merchandise up, at
ha.6d. per ton .o cas eee ... &£2475 0 O
Say 6500 tons of Produce, &c. down, at
La.6d. per ton ere - cen ‘e 1462 00
P . : S — £3937 0 O
Transport of Material for Harbour Stone, ECusos ose

PASSENGER TRAFFIC -

Twenty Passengers aach way, 40 por day,

at Gd. each for 313 working days, say £300 00O
Transport of Stores for Ships, Passengers’

Effects &c., say ... . .o ces 62 10 ©

£362 10 ©

£4L300 0 O
Deoduct Estimated Annual Expenditure ... . ... 1800 0 ©

£2500 0 O
And a Profit remains of 30 ner cent for Dividend
to Sharchelders.

Az gsoon an the vholc of the Shares arc talen, a General
Meeting nf Sharcholders will be called for the election of

Directors and Trustees, and for other business connected with the
practical stayiing vl the Company.

Applications for the remaining Shares can only be received
until the 15th February next, and must be made according to the

. form hereunto annexed under covor to the Acting Secretary.

Durban, Junuary 31, 1859.
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NATAL RAILWAY COMPANY

Comparative Statements - Net Profit Lists, 1859-1877

For Half-yocar Liabilities Gross Revenue Gross
ending £ £ Expenditure £ Profits K
31.12.1860 Loss £271
30. 6.1861
31.12.1861 2,989.13. 7 2,755. 6.10 234, 6. 9
30. 6.1862 3,090. 4., 0 2,775.15. 1 314.13. 1
31.12.1862 2,481. 6. 0 2,945.19. 9 Loss 464.13. 9
30. 6.1863 2,727.18. 4% g 317.16.11
31.12.1863 ) ) 546.13. 0
5°1%5.18. 3
0. 6.1864 2,488, 2. 4} ; 2,1
31.12.1864 ) ) 962.19. &
30. 6.1865 241.11.11
©31.12.1865 183. 2. 1
30. 6.1866
31.12.1866
30. 6.1867 Loss 77.11. O
31.12.1867 470.11. 6
30. 6.1868 13,985.19. 2 3,045.1%4. & 2,611. O. 43L, &4, 3
31.12.1868 13,695.14., 5 3,815. 1. 7 3,005. 1. 810. 0. &
30. 6.1869 12,695. 7. &  3,643. 3. & 2,671.19. 971. 4. &
31.12.1869 11,913.19.11  3,815.15.11 2,627. 0. 1,188.15. 5
30. 6.1870  11447. 6. 4,185.:1, 2,708.11. 1,476.10. .1

31.12.1870 9,824.15.
30. 6.1871 8,k05. 7.
31.12.1871 6,695. 0.
30. 6.1872 1,988. 3. 7,986. 0. 3,655.1%.

3

1 4,588.12.

8

9

1
31.12.1872 2,708.13. 1 8,114.12.10 3,783. 9.

5

3

7

LA

1,803. 5.10
2,452.17. 13

1
1
0
6
2

2,785. 6. 8

3. b
3,765. 7. 6 2,501.12.10
7
5
5
9
3
7
4

3
6
5,470.10. 7 3,017.13.
6,267. 0. &
L 4,330. 5. 9
ky331. 3. 5
4,478.11.10
4,503.15.

30. 6.1873 2,750. 9. 8,551. 1. 3 4&,972. 9.
11.12.1873 2,506. 4. 8,856.19.10 4,353, 4.
30. 6.1874 2,435, 4. 9,986. 9. 8 5,L01.15.
31.12.1874 2,389.11. 11,116.15. 2 6,499.10.

30. 6.1875 “ 11,419. 9. 6 6,160. 6.
$9.833. o.
31.12.1875

1
4,58k.14. 5
4,617. 4. 7
5,259. 3. 2

7
5

O

10,737.18. 5 5,572.19.10 5,164.18,

30. 6. 1876  3,100. 0. 0 9,632. 1. 2 5,480. 1. 9 4,151.19.
31.12.1876

Information taken from Company Half-yearly Reports printed in the
Natal Mercury or the minute books of the Natal Railway Company. As

can be seen from the several omissions, the Reports were not always
published.
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PERMANENT WAY,

Average
Cost. Track cast per
ROUTE., Miles, mile,
1902 - 1905,
1902-4  Point Line. 23,312 4.515
1902-5 Berea Circle. 61,378 11.762
1902 Brook St. Siding. _ 1,032 208
1902 Stone Depot Siding. 1,420 271
1902-5 Alice St. 0ld Dutch Rd. 11,505 1.852
1903 Toll Gate Line. 6,000 .803
1803 Stam.Hill Line. 16,500 2.691
5}21,142 22.092 £5,484
1806 - 1909.
1906-8 Beach Line. 1,958 » 564
1906-9 Umbilo Line. 23,400 4.253
1907 Umgeni Line.- 16,451 é.??S
308 Field St. Line. 1,975 . 369
Post Office Slding. 195 022
Botanic Gardens Line. 4,603 1.3328
Race Course Line. 897 .261
Bulwer Park Line. 5,500 +763%
£54,979 10.3246 £5,314
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M por? DURBAKN, !
| 28th April 1903
The Right Honourabls
Lieut.Colonel Sir Albert H.Hime, P.C., K,C.H.G.
Prime Minister of Natal and

Hinister of Lands and Works

P1ETERMARITZBURG
-
- Sir,

The Undersigned Representatives of Steamship Companies
trading to Hafal urge upon the Natal Government to proceed at
once with the Harbour Improvements, as lald down in tﬁe Scheme
get forth in the:Report by Sir Cherles A.Hartley, K.C.M.G.,
F.R.5.E., &and Sir John Wolfe Barry, K.0.B., F.R.S5., dated 3lst
December 1902.

'¥e have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your cbedient Servants,
THE UNION-GASTLE MAIL STEAMSHIP Co., Lip.
(sgd( R. H. WISELY
NATAL AGENGY. DURBAN. )
Agents for:- :
The American-African Line.
The Union-Clan Lins.
(s5d) KING & SONS
Agenta:- Natal Direct Line
Gulf Line Ltd.
Australian African 5.5.ld.
(sed) WM. OOTTS & Q0. (sgd) JOHN T.RENNIE & SONS E
Agenta:- Houston Lines Agentst!=~ Aberdsen Direct Line and
White Ster Line Australian Lines
Ismay Imrie & 0o. ]
: (sgd) DEUTSOHE OST-AFRIKA LINIE }
_ ’ General Agentur Durban. .
(sgd) PARKER WOOD & CO,LTD. Von Boetticher .
J.R.Buttery e —
Managing Director. (Sgd) STEEL MURRAY & GO. -
Agents ror:- .
The Bucknall Steamship Lines Agents for:- Olan Line
and Ltd. Union-Clan Line.
The Ellerman-ﬂa:rison Line. Pacific S.N.Lins.

(sgd) ¥.DUNN & 00,

Agenta:- pritish India S.N.Co.
Austrian Lloyds S.N.Co.
Prince Line
Canadian Line &c. &c. i
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An original plan of drainage, signed by Henry Waddington, Town
Surveyor, dated 2/1/1864, showing the Field Street Drain on the
left and Adlam's Drain on the right with the Bay as outlet. The

latter became known as "Central Drain" when it was reconstructed.

Photo. (Copyright: Local History Museum).
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The above is a map of the sugar belt in Southern and Northern Natal and Zululand, with the position of the mills marked by asterisks..
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