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Abstract Three decades after the first reported cases of AIDS
we have within our reach sufficient evidence to substantially
alter the HIV epidemic at a country level regardless of mode of
transmission of HIV. There are a growing number of countries
demonstrating control of the epidemic. Human rights viola-
tions and/or legislation relating to sexual orientation, status of
minors, injecting drug use and sex work together with stigma
and discnmmation remain key barriers to knowledge of HIV
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new optimism that the epidemic can be brought under control
and the possibility of achieving an ATDS-free generation.
However, much needs to be done to translate these advances
to the magnitude and scale needed to realise what UNAIDS
describes as the three zeroes viz zero new infections, zero deaths
and zero stigma and discrimination. The series of papers of this
issue of Current Reports by experts in their field, succinetly and
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comprehensively describe key epidemic challenges globally and
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