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Does participation in an HIV vaccine efficacy trial affect risk behaviour in South
Africa?
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South Africa, suspended enrollment and vaccinations following the results of the Step study. Participants
were notified of their treatment allocation and continue to be followed. We investigated changes in risk
behaviour over time and assessed the impact of study unblinding.

Methods: 801 participants were enrolled. Risk behaviours were assessed with an interviewer-
administered questionnaire at 6-month intervals. We assessed change from enrolment to the first
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HIV risk behaviour 6-month assessment pre-unblinding and between enrolment and at least 6 months post-unblinding
HIV vaccine trials on all participants with comparable data. A one-time unblinding risk perception questionnaire was
Perception of risk administered post-unblinding.
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Results: A decrease in participants reporting unprotected sex was observed in both measured time peri- -
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