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INTRODUCT ION

Shah Ghulam Muhammad (1850-1911), popularly known as
$Jff $§pib, arrived in South Africa (Durban) in
1895. As soon as he arrived he noted that the
Muslims settled in Natal required help in retaining
their identity as Muslims. Shortly after his
arrival $Jf1 $§pib founded at Riverside, Durban, a
centre (khangah), consisting of a residential
quarter, a Masjid (mosque), a public kitchen, =&
Madrasah (religious school), an orphanage, and a
Muslim cemetery which became the nucleus of his
Islamic activities. Soon he extended his activities
throughout South Africa and within a short period of
15 years he was able to build 12 masajid (mosques)

and Islamic training centres in South Africa.

That he managed almost single-handedly to establish
S0 many masajid and madaris (religious schools) and
also to accomplish his goals within such a short
period deserves a detailled study of facts and data
and an investigation into the reasons of his arrival
and accomplishment in South Africa. As yet, except

a short article by G R Smith, no serious study of



him has been made to evaluate his contribution to

the in South Africa. This

early history of Islam
study proposes to evaluate $&ff $§pib's contribution

to the early history of Islam in South Africa.

Evidence of the impact of Saff- $5ﬁib’s work and
contributions and a vindication of my assumpt%pn'
that his track record of achievement was indeed

inspirational and legendary may be noted in Appendix

1.

In perspective, Sufi Sahib's profile of religious
work, his emphasis on the amelioration of the
condition of orphans, and the disadvantaged and

destitutes of
having been
ambassador of

of which many

all faiths is ample testimony to his

a "living epistle" or animated

the tenets of Islam, as a consequence

people entered the fold of Islam.

Due to the paucity of

$§bib I have referred to
academic source material
in the possession of the
Sahib.

Most of the

material

written literature on Saff
minimally available written
and to relevant documents
present descendants of 5&?2

has been obtained



through the two academically researched articles by
G R Smith and A F Vanker and also through
gualitative interviews with the descendants of §sz
$§hib, the trustees of the various Safi complexes
and from brochures published by the $sz
institutions.

Put in another way, by looking at Sufi Sahib's life
in a deontological manner (past-oriented), the
conclusions will help us in &a teleological (future-—
oriented) way to recapture and understand the duty-
based vision of $&f§ $ébib which is rooted in the

Islamic orientation of "submission to Allah’'s will".

This thesis will hopefully bear witness to the
significance of Safz Sahib's work and offer
reflective comments arising out of his seminal
contribution. In this spirit I have embarked upon

this research.



CHAFTER ONE
A SHORT EBEIOSRAFHY
EARLY LIFE

The main thrust of this chapter is to focus on
$Jf§1 $§bib's life history. In order for the
analysis to succeed, I will as an exercise 1in
historiography focus on his biodata culled from
brochures, pamphlets, a pioneering article by G R
Smith, an article by A F Vanker and interviews with

the descendants.

Ghulam Muhammad $Jff popularly known and remembered
as Sufi Gahib was born in 1269 AH/1850 in the
district of Ratnagiri, the village of Ibrahim
Pattgn, a small town of Kalyan, near Bombay, India.
His genealogy is +traced to Abu Bakr al—giddfb

2
(R.A.), the first Caliph of Islam. [For a

lThe word "sariv is derived from '"sufr" meaning wool

because of the early $fos’ habit of wearing simple
clothing made of wool.

2The Urdu version of_ the genealogy is in possession of
Mawlana ‘Abd al-Ra‘uf, Imam of the Westville Masjid.



critique of the genealogy see Appendix 2.]

As a child 6Ghulam Mubhammad showed outstanding
ability in his studies which he imbibed from his
father, Gﬁgil Ibrahim $idd§q, who was the Imam of
the Jami’ Masjid in Kalyan.

-
It should be noted that although Ghulam Muhammad
came from a family which produced augét (Islamic
judges — singular: Géqf) and were well versed in
Figh (Islamic Jurisprudence), no one in his family

- - 2
before him manifested any gufi leanings .

In 1872, when Ghulam Mubammad was 22 years old, his
father died. He had by this time reached such
heights of learning that he assumed immediately his
father’'s position of Imam and teacher in the
community for the next 20 years, until 1892. He

continued to teach the essential disciplines of

171he "@agi" title may have been given to Ibrahim $idd£q,
the father of Ghulam Muhammad, in his capacity of Imam
at Jami’' Masjid by virtue of which he may have decided
cases relating to marriage and divorce.

ESmith, G Ry "A Muslim Saint to South Africa"



Islamic education namely Arabic, Persian, T7Tafsir,

Hadith? and Figh in Kalyan.
PATH TOWARDS SUFISM

In 1892, while delivering a detailed tafsir on the
Quranic verse "And perform béjj3 and ‘umrah4 fqr
the sake of Allah", Ghulam Mubhammad experienced a
tremendous urge compelling him to proceed for hajj.
He travelled to Makkah in 1892, accompanied by his
mother, his wife and his infant son, 'Abd al- Qadir.
His mother was old and frail, unable to perform
?awéfs and sa'y 8, Ghuldm Muhammad tied his

mother to his back with his shawl and

1Commentary of the Holy Quran
2Traditions of the Holy Frophet Muhammad [S.A.W.S.]

Syajj means pilgrimage to tQE Ka 'bah. The performance of
Hajj is in the month of Dhul Hijiah, the 12th month of
the Islamic calendar.

[§
Aymrah refers to the minor pilgrimage as distinct from
Hajij.

S5Circumbalation of the Ka‘'bah. KkK&'‘'bah literally means
"The Cube" indicating the form of the building and is
situated in the centre of the Great Sanctuary in
Makkah.

6 Ritual running between the hills of Saf3 and Marwah.



completed the Fawéf and sa’'y.

According to his descendants this admirable action
of Bhulam Muhammad prompted his mother to make a
special du’'a [supplication] for him in the precincts
of the Holy Ka'bah, and an urge for spiritual

advancement developed in him.

After having performed hajj he travelled to Madinah.
It is related]' that while visiting the tomb of

Frophet Muhammad (SAWB) a sudden change came over

him. It was here that his mystic inclination began
to assert itself. He returned to his home town
Kalyan.

After his return to Kalyan, Ghulam Muhammad became
restless and craved for a murshid (spiritual guide)
whose guidance would be essential to him along the
path of tasawwuf (sufism). He travelled to various

parts of India to acquire a murshid but to no avail.

He then left for Baghdad where he visited the tomb

lSmith, G Ry "A Muslim Saint to South Africa".



of ‘Abd-al-Qadir al-Jilanil . There he

met

Shah 2 Bhulam Mugtaf; Effendz, a prominent

follower of the G;dirzyah Drder,3 who accepted

him as his murzd (disciple). It was Shah Ghulam

Mugtaf; who first called him $sz after he proved to

be his devoted disciple. After about six or eight

months, Ghulam Muhammad $£f§ was despatched by
murshid to Hyderabad, in India, where he met

Chishti Sufi, Habib 'Ali Shah (d. 1904).

his

the

It is related that on Ghulgm Mubammad $sz's arrival

at the khangah (sufi retreat) of Habib ‘Ali Shah in

Bombay, he found the members of the kﬁénqah engaged

in sama'4 . He slipped into the room quietly and

busied himself in the silent recitation of the names

of God (al-dhikr-al-khafi).

1 ‘Abd al-Gadir (d.S561 AH) was born in Jdilan, north

western Iran. He was a prominent Suf; of his day and
age. His disciples founded the Qadlriyah Suf1 Order.

2 “Ghah" literally means a "king". It is a respectable

title for one who 1is a mystic and is knowledgeable
the mystic sciences.

3 The Saff orders are classified into four prominent
orders or_ =11$11a namelys _ Gadlrlyah Chishtiyah,
Suhrawardiyah and Naqshbandiyah.

4Reciting of devotional and mystic poetry.

in



As the report has it, although the two had not met
before, Habib ‘All Shah recaognised the newcomer and
having cast a spiritual gaze (tawajjuh—e—’ayn)l
at Ghulam Muhammad $Jff, causing the latter to
transcend into a different level of being, which

lasted two days.2

Ghulam Mubhammad $JfI thus became a murid of Habzé
‘Ali Shah and remained with him for several months.
Ghulam Muhammad Sufi held his murshid in such high
esteem that he used to frequently kiss the feet of
Habzb ‘Ali Shah. To the community it seemed that he
made al-sajdah a]—ta’zzm (prostration of
respect)3 to his murshid and this caused quite a

stir.
HABIB “ALI SHAH

The research will now shift its focus briefly to the

1TraQ§fer of the state of mind from the murshid to the
murid.

2Smith, 6 R, "A Muslim Saint to South Africa".

3The religion of Islam forbids prostration to anyone
other than the Creator.
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10

murshid of Ghulam Muhammad Sufi, Habib *Ali Shah, in
order to determine his influence on the former and
also assist in focusing upon the life of Ghulam
Muhammad ?Jff. Not much is known about the life of

Habib ‘'Ali Shah esxcept what is given below.

Haﬁlb *‘Ali Shah (d. 1904)1 was born in Hyderabad,

-

India. He was the fourth son of Naww;b Ahmad Yér
Khan Muh; al—Dale. He was the murfﬁ and
khalifsh2  (successor) of Khwaja Hafiz ‘Ali Shah

who is buried in Khairabad, some 32 kms from
Lucknow, India. He belonged to the Chishtiyah ?J?I

order.

The successors and disciples of Haﬁib ‘AII Shah are

scattered throughout India, the Middle East and

"Hazrath Habib Ali Shah (R.A.)" in "Souvenir EBrochure -
Opening of the Renovated Mazaar and the Extended
Musjid of Hazrath Soofie Saheb (R.A.) Riverside",

1988, p.14 by the descendants.

2 Khilafah means succession and a khalifah is a

successor. Khilafat is bestowed by a murshid on a
murid who is well—-educated in Islamic law (shari'ah)

and has traversed the si4fi way (tarigah). The khalifah
directly represents his murshid in the particular order
in which his murshid has endowed him with khilafat.

The murids in turn train others to execute Islamic
duties along the sufi path.
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Africa. He died in 1904 in Bombay and was buried in
his khanqah at Hyderabad.1 A tomb has been

erected over his grave. [Appendix 3].
THE FAMILY OF GHULAM MUHAMMAD SUFI

In 1879, while still in India, Ghulam Muhammad Sufi
married Bibi Zaynab (d. 1950), the daughter of @adi
Muhammad Yasuf, and is buried at Riverside, Durban.
(Riverside is the place where Ghulam Muhammad $&}I
took up residence which is detailed in Chapter 2).
She bore him nine children, three daughters and six
SONS. In 1890 he married a second wife, HanIfah

szi (d. 1966) and lies buried at Riverside.

Hanifah Bibi bore him 1 child, a son.

Since the children of Ghulam Muhammad SJf{ played a
significant role in extending the work in the fields
of da’'wah (propagation of Islam), propagating the
g&ff doctrines, feeding of the destitute and
establishing medrasah classes (religious school) for

children, focus will now shift towards the lives of

l"They Call Him Shah Saheb (R.A.)", 1991, p.19, by the
descendants.
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his sons.

The biodata of Ghulam Muhammad

follows:
1.  MUHAMMAD IERAHIM [Appendix 4]
SHAH SAHIE)1 was the eldest

SONs. From early childhood
about 10, he learnt

teachings from his father.

Suri’'s sons is as

(also known as

of his seven

-

up to the age of

elementary Islamic

He was said to be a

brilliant pupil who assisted

their subjects.

Ghulam Muhammad g&f}

Ibrahim to his murshid,

spiritual guidance in 1901.

weak pupils in

introduced Mubammad

Habib ‘Ali Shah, for

He remained in the

kh;nqah at Hyderabad from 1901 to 1904. HabIb

‘Ali Shah conferred the khilafat in various

spiritual orders (;ilgilg’s)

the Qadiriyah in 1904 upon

[Appendices 5 and &].

"They Call Him Shah Saheb (R.A.)"

1991,

including that of

Muhammad Ibrahim.

P.9.
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In 1904 Mubammad Ibrahim arrived in Durban,
South Africa. He started his duties under the
guidance of his father at the &khangah at
Riverside. He was not happy to be in Durban on
account of the separation from his murshid in
Hyderabad which was too much to bear, after a
few months, in 1904, he set sail for India. He
travelled extensively in the Indianr

subcontinent and visited the khgnqahs of wsome

of the greatest gaf;’s of his time.

In 1911, shortly before his death Ghulam
Muhammad $&f§ appointed Mubammad Ibrahim as
his khalifah and sajjadah nashin (spiritual
successor) [Appendix 71 of the kh;nqah at

Riverside.

In 1911, five months after his father’'s death,
Muhammad Ibrahim came to Durban and officially
appointed his brother ‘Abd al—‘AzIz as the
sajjadah nashin of the various institutions in
South Africa established by his father and gave
his brother power of attorney to run their

affairs. He returned to India in 1912.
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In 1950]' he paid a visit to South Africa and
appointed his nephew Ghulam Muhammad Thani (son
of his brother, *Abd al—‘Azzz), [Refer
Appendix 8] as the sajjadah nakhin of the
khangah in Riverside, whilst also bestowing
upon him his own khilafat.

Muhammad Ibrahim died in India on 12 June
1955,2 at the age of 73 and is buried in
Aimer, India. A tomb is erected over his

grave. [Appendix 9].

2. ‘ABD AL—‘AZEZ (d. 1947) was the second son of
Ghulam Muhammad SGfi. He accompanied his
father to South Africa in 1894, on the latter's

second arrival in South Africa.

On 29 June 1911, 3 when Ghulam Muhammad ?Eff

1 "They Call Him Shah Saheb (R.A.)", 1991, p25.
2 "They Call Him Shah Saheb (R.A.)", 1991, p.28.

38 R_Smith mentions 1910 as the year of Ghulam Muhammad
Sufi’'s death. However, according to an obituary
published in_the "Natal Mercury" of 1 July 1911, BGhulam
Muhammad Sufi died on Thursday, 29 June 1911,

[Appendix 1]. This is confirmed by the title deeds of
the FPietermaritzburg Masjid complex. [Appendix 10].
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passed away, the complexes established by him
were now placed temporarily under ‘Abd al-
‘Azzz, because his elder brother, Mubammad

Ibrahim, was still in India.

As mentioned earlier, on Muhammad Ibrahim’s
return to South Africa in 1911, ‘Abd al-‘Aziz

-

was made the khajzfah and sajjédah nashfn.

Meanwhile, in the early 1920's, as the
population of Durban grew, the activities of
the $&f1 institutions also expanded to the
extent of their administration becaoming
somewhat onerous for ‘Abd al—‘Az;z. He,

therefore, placed his various brothers in

charge of some of the $&f§ complexes. These

were:

1. Mubammad Habib -~ Springfield [Alpine
Road];

2. Ghulam Farid = Overport [Glenearn

Road1}
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3. Ghulam Hafiz - Sherwood [45th
Cuttingl;

4. ‘Abd al-Qadir - FPietermaritzburg [East
Street].

*Abd al—‘Azzz died in 1947 and is buried at

Riverside. [Appendix 11].

‘ABD AL—QQDIR (d. 1940) was the third son of
Ghulam Muhammad 5&%1 and he had accompanied his

father and grandmother for hajj, when he was an

infant in 1892.

He was asked by his brother ‘Abd al- ‘AzIz to
administer the affairs of the SJfE complex in
Fietermaritzburg in the 1?220's. He efficiently
fulfilled this obligation wuntil his death in
1940. The people of Fietermaritzburg looked up
to him as & spiritual luminary. Family
counselling, faith healing, and daily feeding
of the poor and needy and educating the Muslims

in religious matters are some of the services

for which he is remembered. He is buried at
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Riverside.

GHULAM HAFIZ, popularly known as Bha'i Jan
(respected brother), (d. 1933) was the fourth
son of Bhulam Muhammad Sufi. He administered
the running of the ?&ff complex at Sherwood,

Durban.

In 1950 his eldest brother, Muhammad Ibrahim,
conferred on him the khiléfat. He is buried in

Durban, near the 45th Cutting at Sherwood.

MUHAMMAD HABIB, popularly known by an
endearing title Bha'i Niyé (respected brother),
(d. 1969) the fifth son, was born in Bombay,

India in 1896.

He became the murfﬁ of Héfi; ‘Alz Sh;h, eldest
son of Habib ‘Ali Shah. He was proficient in
Persian and Urdu and was also a great poet
(Sha'ir). He was known as Jhanda Pir, a title
given to him by his father, since as a child he
had been given the task of regularly hoisting

the Chishfiyah flag at the Riverside kh;nqah.
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Muhammad HabIb was endowed with khilafat whilst
still in India by Hafiz ‘Ali Shah. He returned
to South Africa in the early 1920°'s. He
married in 1926 at the age of 30. . He taught at

the Verulam Madrasah for a number of years.

In 1939, at the request of his brothers
Muhammad Ibr;him and 'Abd al—‘G;dir, he settled
at the Sﬁff complex in Springfield. The
community of Springfield looked upon Muhammad
Haﬁib as a father figure and constantly sought
spiritual guidance from him. He was renowned

for faith healing and herbal cures. He is

buried at Riverside.

GHULAM FARID (d. 1974) was the sixth son. He
was the only child of Ghulam Muhammad $Jf£’5

second wife, Hanifah Bibi.

He was stationed at the Glenearn Road, Overport
§ufi complex in Durban. He is buried at

Riverside.

The youngest son was Masa Miyg. He died in
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India of chicken pox at the age of 5.

Very little is known about the life of

Muhammad Safz's daughters. They were:

1. H;jirah BE: marvied to H;}ig ﬂus
Tongaat.

2.  Habib Bi: married to ‘Arif who arri
Durban with GhuI;m Muhammad §Jf} on his

trip to this country.

Ghulgm

ayn of

ved in

second

3. Khwaja Bi married: to Imam 'Abd al-Samad ibn

Abmad Q;g; (d. 1967) (former Imam of

Street Masjid, Durban).

All the daughters of Ghulam Muhammad $&ff are

at the family graveyard in Riverside.
THE KHULAFA' OF GHULAM MUHAMMAD SEF;

The khulafa’ [singular khalffah] of Ghulam Mu

S5uri weres-—

Grey

buried

hammad
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Mawlapa ‘Abd al-Latif Qadi (d. 1916). He was
based in Cape Town and is buried in a tomb next
to Masjid Habfbiyah in Rylands, Cape Town.

[Appendix 12].

Muhammad Ibr;hfm, eldest son and "sajjadah

nashin" (successor).

‘Abd al—‘AzIz, second son of Ghulam Muhammad

SGfi.

Yusuf ‘Ali Shah (d. 1953) who was based at the

$Jf2 complex at Westville, Durban.

ﬁgfi; Husayn, eldest son—-in-law of Ghulam
Mubhammad $Jff who was based at the g&fi complex

in Tongaat, Durban.

Muhammad Yusuf Munshi who was stationed

at the 5&?1 complex in Ladysmith, Natal.

When Ghulam Mubammad 5&fI died on 2 Rajab 1328 AH/

Thursday, 27 June 1911, he was buried in Riverside.

He himself had ordered the construction of his tomb
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during his lifetime. [Appendix 13X]. According to
reports it is believed that he had built the tomb at

the behest of his murshid Habib ‘A11 Sh;h.
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CHAFTER TWO

sSaF7 SAHIEB'S 2 ARRIVAL S IN
SOUTH AFRICA AND HIS

SUBSEQUERNT RETURRN 70O INDIA
INDIAN IMMIGRATION TO SOUTH AFRICA

Indian immigration in South Africa had begun in
1860. Some arrived here as "indentured
labourers" 1 to work in the sugar cane fields:
whilst others immigrated here as S0 called

"passenger Indians".2

Against the backdrop of a multi-cultural population
consisting of Blacks, Whites, "Coloureds" and
Indians - the latter consisting of both Hindus and Muslims -

arriving in a country dominated by British colonial

1The term "indentured labourer" refers to that person
who has been contracted to work as a labourer in the

sugar cane plantation for a contract period of 5 to 10
years.

2 "Passenger Indian" refers to that person who made his

own travel arrangements and came for the purpose aof
conducting trade.
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rule and complicated by race and class division, the
possibility of people losing their religious and

cultural roots was very strong.

HabIb ‘Alz Shah seized the opportunity of serving
immigrant Muslims in a distant land and selected
Ghulam Muhammad Sufi to accomplish this mammoth

task.

GHULAM MUHAMMAD SUFI'S ARRIVAL  IN SOUTH

AFRICA

Hablb ‘AIE Shah instructed his murzd, Ghulam
Muhammad $afi (aged 435), to settle in South Africa.
In 1895 he left for South Africa and disembarked in

Durban the same year.

Ghulam Mubammad ?Eff - whose home tongue was Urdu -
travelled alone and when he arrived in Durban, he
experienced difficulty in communicating with the
local inhabitants. Indentured Indian workers
belonging to different linguistic groups had been

brought from different parts of India to Natal.



24

Although many non-Muslims had embraced Islam, they
could not speak Urdu, and spoke mostly Hindi and

Tamil 1.

Nevertheless, Ghulam Muhammad S&?; managed to find
his way to the Grey Street Masjid (corner of Queen
Street and Grey Street, Durban). It was a common
practice for Muslim travellers and strangers to sts;
temporarily in the masjid. It is said?2 that from
there he was driven out by the mu‘'adhdhin, 3
although the practice of seeking shelter in the

masjid prevailed from the inception of Islam and is

done even today.

It is reported that the mu’adhdhin then went off to
sleep, but he found that as soon as he lay down the
bed collapsed beneath him. He fipally found it
necessary to go to the Imam to complain of this

incident.

1 1nterview — Mawlana ‘Abd al—-Ra'uf.
2 Interview - Mawlana ‘Abd al-Ra'Gf.

3n person who calls out the adhan [call of prayer] five
times a day.
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The Imam inquired of him what wrong he had committed
to which the mu’'adhdhin replied that he had merely
chased a stranger dressed in yellow from the masjid.
The Imam reminded the mu’'adhdhin of ~the age old
custom of permitting strangers to take shelter in
the masjid. Whether the vyellow clothing, a mark of
the Chishtzyah order, also meant anything to the
Imam is uncertain, but he advised the mu’'adhghin £6
find the stranger, apologise to him and allow him
sanctuary within the precincts of the masjid. Only
when the mu’'adhdhin had done this, was he able to
sleep in peace with his bed intact. The Grey Street
masjid became the temporary shelter for Ghulam

Muhammad ?&ff.
SHAYKH AHMAD [BADSHAH PIR] 1

Shaykh Abmad Badshah Pir (d. 1894) was born in
Madras, India in 1820. It is believed that
spiritual contact had existed between Ghulam
Muhammad Sufi and Shaykh Ahmad Badshah Pir who, (it

is said), had foretold the arrival of Ghulam

1Meaning King of Saints.
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Mubammad ?&fz in South Africa: "Shortly a beloved
of Allah will arrive in this country, and his
arrival shall herald an era of Islamic revival in
South Africa. Establish your links with him if you
wish to attain spiritual bent=_'fit"'1 . In 1893
Ghulam Muhammad §Jf§ arrived in South Africa, and on
arrival he enquired about the whereabouts of the
grave of Badshah Pir. After meditating at the
cemetery, he identified the grave of Badshah Pir and
declared him as a saint. He then 1laid the
foundation of this grave and covered it with a

(green) cloth 8o as to distinguish it as that of a

holy personage. [Appendix 14].

Ghulam Mubhammad safz acquainted himself thoroughly
with the conditions and whereabouts of the Muslims
in South Africa. Indeed, he discovered, there was
widespread ignorance of the fundamentals of Islam
amongst the Muslim community that had hailed from
India and they had become forgetful of their Islamic

teachings and injunctions. The Muslim population in

1 "Hazrath Sheik Ahmad Badsha Peer (RA)" in "Your Visit

to the Soofie Saheb Badsha Peer Mazaar", 1988, p.8, by
the descendants.
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Durban included many from the Hindu community who
had embraced Islam superficially and had retained
much of their earlier Hinduistic beliefs. Ghulam
Muhammad ?&fi complained that they were deviating
from correct Islamic practices and obligations. He
also observed that Muslims in general were deviating
from .Islam because of cultural assimilation with

~

the Hindu majority.

The task of rehabilitating people, cut off from the
mainstream of the Muslim ummah, was a formidable

one.

G6HULAM MUHAMMAD $6F;'S PURCHASE OF RIVERSIDE

PROPERTY

The indentured Indian workers brought from India to
work in the sugar plantation in Natal came in their
largest numbers between the years 18460 and 1911. It
is believed that through spiritual contact with
Habib "Ali Shah in India that Ghulam Muhammad Sufi
was guided to the Riverside area of Durban North, a
little distance from the Umgeni River where a number

of Indians had already settled.
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It is relatedl that when Ghulam Muhammad saff
settled at Riverside he was told of a dangerous
python which inhabited the vicinity of a large
boulder near an old temple and ter?orised the
neighbourhood. Hearing of the newly arrived pious
man, the Hindu religious leader (gura) sought his
assistance in removing the reptile. Ghulam Muhammad”
$Ef3 was shown its hiding place, and by merely
ordering the snake to leave, he was able to make it
leave the place for good. Subsequently, Bhulam
Muhammad $&fi bought the land from the Hindu gurt in
1895. (Refer to the land purchase document Appendix
15). It may be of interest to note that M.K. Gandhi

{later known as Mahatma) served as conveyancer.

Thereafter, in 1893, Ghulam Muhammad 5Jf1 returned

to Hyderabad, India to return the following year.

1 Mawlzna Sayid Tajammul, "Rivyaze Sﬁfl", 1331AH/1913, pp.
11-12, '
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CHAFTER THREE

REASONS FOR HIS RETURN TO SOUTH

AFFRICA

According to somel Ghulam Muhammad $&f§’s return
in 1895 was due to the fact that he found life
intolerable under conditions wherein Muslims were
uneducated in the religious sphere and mareso,
indifferent to Islamic teachings. His initial
endeavours to ameliorate the religious condition of
the Muslims in Durban proved to be overwhelming, the
task being too awesome and daunting for him to

generate an Islamic renaissance.

Ghulam Muhammad Sufi's murshid, Habib ‘Ali Shah was
disappointed on the former’'s return to Hyderabad in
1895, and, categorically instructed him to settle in
Durban. On 20th January 1896, he once again set

sail for South Africa to re-establish his mission.

1This has been reported by Mawlanz 'Abd al-Ra'Gf.
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A divergent viewl relating to Ghulam Mubammad
$af2's departure is that he returned in 1895 to

Hyderabad, India not because he found life reputedly
intolerable; his real purpose was to consult his
murshid regarding the state of affairs in South
Africa and also to bring his family to this country.
He had originally come to South Africa on the
express instructions of his murshid, Haﬁlb ‘Al
Shah. It must be pointed out that within the
structure of sufism (tasawwur] a murid does not
qguestion the intentions or instructions of his
murshid. The viewpoint that Ghulam Muhammad ?&?;’s
return to India, was motivated on the grounds that
he found life intolerable in South Africa, may,
therefore be regarded as less tenable. The purpose
in qguestioning this view is that since Ghulam
Mubhammad $Jf1 was regarded as one of the best of the
murids of HabIb ‘ALl Shgh, it is unlikely that his
return to India was motivated by any intention to
give up the vocation assigned to him by his murshid.

It is more than 1likely that his return to India -

after having stayed a few months in South Africa -

_given by the current sajj;dah nashfn, Mubhammad Sa‘id
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was more in the manner of a consultative visit by a
murid to his murshid and to benefit from the company

of his murshid, a custom which is quite common.
Furthermore:

1. According to a legal document dated S5 December
1984, the Riverside property that Ghulam
Muhammad §Jf§ purchased was subdivided in 1895.
At the time of survey (1895) the construction

of the Riverside masjid had been in operation

or even completed. (Appendix 16).

2. According to the Deed of Transfer dated 28
April 1896, (Appendix 13), power of attorney
had been given to Advocate William Edmund
Fitcher on 5 March 1896 by a certain Mr Soobier in order
to transfer the property to Ghulam Muhammad
?Ef?.l— The date of Ghulam Muhammad Saf;'s
return to Durban is recorded as 17 March 1896

[Appendix B8]. It may be safely assumed, that

since he had purchased the Riverside property

1ghulam Mubammad Safz's name appears as Hajee Shah
BGoolam Mahomed.
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the year before (1895), he had already made
long term arrangements to continue his work in

South Africa.

On his return to South Africa in 1B96 Ghulam

Muhammad Sufi was accompanied by his brother—-in—-1law,

MawI;n; ‘Abd al—Lang G;gi and his second son ‘Abd

~

al—‘AzEz.

A 1984 document issued by the Department of Internal
Affairs (now referred to as House of Delegates) Copy
of Ship’'s List of Indian Immigrant records regarding
Ghulam Mubammad g&f? show the following particulars

[Appendix 17]:

Serial Number 1 276

Colonial Number : 10539

Date of Arrival t 17 March 1896
Name of Ship t S Umzinto XI

Flace of Registration : Ghazipur

Date of Registration

20 January 1896

23

Number in Register

Name Mahomed

Father’'s Name : Ebrahim Soofie
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Age : 36 years

Sex H Male

The age reference appears to contradict the oral
evidence supplied by the Safi family that he was
born in 1830 CE and therefore at this time (18%6) he

was 46 rather than 36 years of age. -

Ghulam Muhammad §&?E built a masjid and a khangah
which became a pivotal centre for his spiritual
activities. The masjid (known as the Masjid
Habzbiyah)l complex was completed in 1896. He
was then able to turn his efforts towards preaching
Islam and imparting religious instruction to the
Muslim community. From then onwards, he came to be
known popularly as $af; $;bib2 by his followers.

[Appendix 18].

1 poth masajid at Riverside (Durban) and Rylands (Cape
Town) have been named Masjid Habibiyah after Ghulam
Muhammad Sufi‘s murshid, Habib'Ali Shah. "Habibiyah"
is spelt as Habibia presently in South Africa.

2 The Arabic term fahib means a companion. In popular

Urdu usage it means "a respectable". The term "SGfi
$§bib" is italised because it was used as a term of
respect rather than his registered name which was
Ghulam Muhammad Ibrahim.



34

In the Certificate of Domicile issued by the
Immigration Restriction Department of the Colony of
Natal, Certificate Number 4834, Sufi Sahib's
signature in Urdu reads: Haji Shah Ghulam Muhammad.
[Appendix 19]. Safz $5bib’s passport issued by the
Administrator of the Colony of Natal also bears tpe
signature: Haji Shah Ghulam Muhammad. [Appendix

20]-

Saf} $§bib at this stage embarked on a vibrant
propagation of Islam resulting in a significant
number of Hindus embracing Islam. An Islamic
educational programme for elders through public
lectures was initiated in order to transform
illiterate and superstitious Muslims into positive,
practising believers. Clearly, the evidence
suggests that there was a significant revival of
Islamic consciousness and learning owing to the

pivotal role of Sufi Sahib.

Sufi Sahib's efforts to teach and preach to the
Muslim community of Durban and to reinforce Islamic

identity continued until 1900. Throughout his
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teaching of Islam, he had met many wishing to join
him as murzds, but as vyet he had no authority
(khi]gfat) to accept anyone as his disciple, It
became evident that he had to obtain from his
murshid, Habib 'Ali Shah, the authority of khilafat,
for this purpose.l

In 1900 5&f2 $5bib visited his murshid in Hyderabad,
India. Habib A1l Shah willingly granted him
khilafat. He is said to have returned to Durban in

the same year or in early 1901.

However, according to another source 2 s&fl
ﬁépib's visit to Hyderabad was not for the purpose
of obtaining khilafat since he already possessed
this sanction from his murshid. His purpose was a
routine visit to his murshid. It was at this time
that he introduced his eldest son, Mubhammad Ibf&hIm,

to Habib ‘Ali Shah with whom he stayed behind as

murid.

1This has been reported by Mawlana 'Abd al—Ra‘af.

2This has been reported by Muhammad Sa‘id Sufi.
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1t was at this stage that he began to expand his
teachings to other parts of southern Africa where
Muslims lived. Under his direction, masajid were
built 4in a number of places, from Cape Town to
Lesotho, and especially in Natal. He personally
supervised the building of various masajid over the

next ten years, until his death in 1911.

In 1904, upon the death of Habib ‘Ali Shah, Sufi
$§bib departed in order to visit his dargah (tomb)
in Hyderabad. At Kalyan, (his home-town), he
purchased a piece of land for the purpose of
building a Dar aI—‘Ulam]'. On receiving the news
of the illness of his father-in-—-law, Gégi Muhammad
Yasuf, in Durban, ?Jf; $;ﬁib delegated the task of
completing the Dar al-'UlaGm to one of his muers,

Shaykh Dawud ibn Shaykh Sulayman and left India to

arrive in Durban in 1905,

lan institution for higher Islamic education.
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CHAaFTER FOUR

MaIn ORJECT IVES OF SL/IF I

SalHIE' S MISSION

S&fz $§hib was a man of exceptional calibre, a
selfless personage who is known to have devoted his
,

entire life, family and possessions in the service

of Islam.

The objectives of $&ff $§pib can be gauged from his
personality, teachings and his work in the
community. He wore a simple, yellow garment which
signified simplicity and bumility and was the garb
of one who identified with the ChishtIyah order. It
is reportedl by his descendants that he was
generally mild in nature and imbued with fondness
for children, yet at the same time he was a strict
disciplinarian when it involved following the laws
of Islam (the shari‘ah). He himself adhered rigidly
to the sharI‘ah which constituted the very basis of

his sufistic teachings. He emphasised al-sawm wa

l1Interview - Mubammad Sa‘id Safi.
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al—galéh (fasting and prayer) and jipéd bi al—-nafs

(striving against one’'s baser self).

The main objectives of §Jf§ $§bib can he summed up

as

follows:

He wanted to assist the Muslim community in
retaining their sense of identity as Muslims in
a non—Muslim milieu. {The Indian Muslim lived

side by side with the larger Hindu majority

within a larger Christian environment.

He wished to forge a community of practising
believers in Islam and to this end he set out
to establish mas;jid, madaris and yatimkhgnas

(orphanages).

In order to attain the above objectives he
promoted the doctrines of the Chishtiyah SGfi
order. (Although he had come to South Africa
with a mission to educate the Muslims, he at

the same time trained disciples in tasawwuf).
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EDUCATION

As mentioned earlier when $sz $§bib arrived in
South Africa the Muslims consisted of a small
minority within the immigrant Indian population, the
majority of whom were Hindus. Through free
assimilation and lack of Islamic education, thex
were neglecting and in danger of forgetting their

Islamic practices and obligations.

He wished in this way (i.e. through a persistent
teaching campaign) to mould +the Muslims into a
homogeneous community. He also laid emphasis on
education in an environment consisting of people who

were not fully literate.

He utilised the Urdu language as an effective medium
of education it being noted that the sources of
Islamic information from the Indian sub-continent
are mainly in Urdu. Some of the Muslims in South
Africa hailed from South India and employed

Tamil 1 as their mother tongue and a significant

1 Smith, G R, "A Muslim Saint to South Africa".
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number who had converted to Islam from Hinduism
spoke Hindi. It goes to the credit of Sufi Sahib
that Urdu was retained for decades as the religious

lingua franca of the Muslims in South Africa.

Nunsh;s (Islamic teachers) were trained at the
outset not only to educate children at Riverside;

others were posted to various parts of the country
where Muslims were resident, in order to impart
Islamic knowledge. It was a training ground for the
creation of personalities who would embark on a

mission for the religious upliftment of the Islamic

community.

The primary concern of ngI $§pib in his religious
teachings was to assist his community to become
better Muslims. On the whole it precluded any
special concern with missionary work amongst non-
Muslims. However, among many Hindus he was regarded
as a man of extraordinary spiritual powers having
come invariably on to their assistance in times of
affliction and misfortune. His tomb at Riverside is

still visited to this day by many Hindus.
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He subscribed to the Shafi’'i school of Islamic
Jurisprudence. However, he did not impose the
tenets of the Shafi'i madhhabl | upon the
generality of Muslims who belonged to the Hanaff
madhhab. Moreover, he laid no compulsion upon
others to enlist as disciples to tasawwuf (sufism).

?&ff Qgpib was the first Muslim in South Africa to
establish an official link with prison
authorities 2 in order to educate prisoners and
cater for the deceased (i.e. arrange for Islamic
burials). Until then deceased Muslim prisoners bhad

been administered "paupers’ funerals" and not buried
according to Islamic rites. He arranged for the
deceased to be bathed, enshrouded and buried after

the funeral prayer (janazah) was recited over them.

1 The term "madhhab" (school) refers to one of the -
schools of Islamic jurisprudence, for example, Hanari,
Shafi’'i, Hanbali and Maliki.

2 "Hazrath Soofie Saheb (R.A.)" in "Souvenir Brochure -
Opening of the Renovated Mazaar and the Extended
Musjid of Hazrath Soofie Saheb (R.A.) Riverside",
1988, p.9 by the descendants.
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TASAWNUF

Sufi Sahib had been initiated in both the Chishtiyah
and G;dirzyah orders of tasawwuf; .however, he

adhered chiefly to Chishtzyah doctrines 1,

It is important to note that originally g&ff $§bie
was the murid of the Gadiri Shah Ghulam Mu;tafg
Effendi . of Baghdad.  Habib 'Ali Shah his second
murshid though primarily a Chishtz, also held a
khilafat in the G;diriyah Order. Although no
typical Q;dirzyah insignia can at present be
identified in the life of Sufi Sahib his connection
with the G;diriyah order and that of his late family

was firm.

Tasawwuf was a highly spiritualised and specialised
knowledge open to those who were already well-
educated in Islamic teachings and practices.

Setting out on the sufi path (the tarigah or way)

1The Chishtiyah discipline, as with the ngiriyah, is
divided into four stages namely the absolute adherence
to the shar’'iah [Islamic law]g tarfqah [the mystic
pathl; mea'rifah [gnosis] and finally haqgiqah [the
truth]. '
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had to be voluntary. Those who had opted to become
his murids were taught the Chishtzyah doctrines and
practices. $afz §§bib also accepted those murids
who made a special request to be educated in the

Qadiri doctrines as well.
DOMESTIC PROBLEMS

Domestic and business quarrels of both Muslims and
non—-Muslims were referred to 55?3 $§pib to be
settled. His Jjudgement in those matters was
regarded as beyond question. Much emphasis was
placed on the establishment of a society devoid of

discord.

Amongst g&fI $§hib's close acquaintances was
Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi (known popularly as
Mahatma Gandhi). According to his descendants 1,
Gandhi on many an occasion attended $af; $§bib's
khangah at Riverside. Although there is no written
documentary evidence it was quite probable that

Gandhi and $&f1 $§pib had met frequently as Bandhi

1Interview — "Abd al-'Aziz SUfi.
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was his conveyancer. He was responsible for drawing
up the Deed of Transfer for stI $§bib's Riverside
property in 1896. It is not improbable that the
latter days of Gandhi’'s stay in South Africa were
influenced somewhat by the spiritual values of the

Chishfzyah order.
ORPHANS

ngE $§hib observed that there were many homeless
orphans and destitute who needed to be assisted. He
therefore established a yatimkhgnah and mawali

khanah (refuge for the destitute) at Riverside.

?&ff §§pib personally managed and supervised the
affairs of the orphans. 1t is reported that the
yatimkhanah enjoyed the presence of a father figure
who would rise at various intervals during the
night, checking the sleeping conditions of children
and changing the clothing and linen of bed wetters.
gaf; Sahib would sit down at meals with the orphans,
seeing that no child was deprived of any food, and
that no preferential treatment was accorded to

anyone. Beside the orphans sat his own children as
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well.

?&ff $5bib also sought to take care of the basic
needs of the inmates residing at the Riverside
orphanage. He set up a dispensary on the premises
where on Thursdays free medicines for common

ailments were distributed to the general public.

Moreover, he catered to the needs of certain
families whose members were compelled to beg for

survival.

ADMINISTRATION
Sufi  Sahib's  administrative  abilities were
commendable. Senior students, including his own

sons were allocated special duties to be performed;
some were appointed to clean the masjid carpets,
whilst others were given the duties of hoisting the
Chishtiyah flag. Some were in charge of feeding the
horses, whilst others were in charge of filling up
the pond (hauz) for ablution. Yet others executed
the task of lighting the lanterns each evening. As

an incentive each member was materially rewarded.
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$Jff ggbib placed responsible people in charge of
the complexes which he established. The progress of
these people was carefully monitored by him and he
periodically visited them without prior.notice. At
all his masgjid and madaris complexes (Riverside,
Springfield, Tongaat, Overport, Sherwood, Westville,
Fietermaritzburg, Cape Town and Ladysmith) hif
representatives were issued with instructions to
offer free education, free burial services and
public meals after burials and on every Friday after
galét al jumu'ah (the congregatiomal prayer). The
practice of feeding the public after gaI;t &l

Jumu'ah continues to this day at two of the mas;jid,

at Springfield and kKenville respectively.

Specific instructions regarding the scrupulous and
honest use of money and gifts for the benefit of the
needy were issued to his representatives. The
Muslim community especially the business sector
responded favourably to $§f1 ?Eﬁib's appeal for

funds and sponsorship for the poor and needy.

Annual religious functions, for example, Milad al-

Nabi (Celebration of the birth of Prophet Muhammad
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<P.B.U.H.>) and ‘Urs Sharif (Death anniversary of
Hadrat Mu'in al-Din Chishti)1 were encouraged in
order to gather the Muslims so that a sense of
spiritual identity would be forged. [Apbendix 21].
Thus, all the complexes established by §&ff Q&pib

were managed and well maintained.

One of the prime objectives of §Gf; $;bib's mission
in South Africa was the establishment of a chain of
masajid complexes, the control of which - in order
to ensure continuity of his mission -~ would tremain
in the hands of his (committed) descendants. He
wanted to ensure that the future generation of his
descendants would continue the work that he had
begun. This is demonstrated in the manner in which
he drew up the constitution contained in the Title

Deeds.

On examination, it may be noted, each institution -
be it the Riverside masjid or the Cape Town masjid -

has its own Title Deed. However, four clauses are

Mu‘in al Din Chishti is regarded as the founder of
the Chishtiyah Sufi Order in India. He died in
1236 and is buried in Ajimer, India.
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common to all the Title Deeds. This serves the
purpose of binding bhis descendants to serve as
Imams, Trustees and guardians of their respective

institutions.

The following are the clauses common to each of the

Title Deeds at the time the Deeds wetre drawn:

1. The Trustee should be a male descendant of Sin
Sahib.
2. The .Trustee must be a capable person who is

willing to serve the institution.

A

In the absence of a male descendant of ?&ff
$§pib a Trustee should be elected by members of
the Muslim community within a three mile radius

(approximately 5 kilometres).

4. Each institution must be fimancially and
administratively independent, with its
particular Trustee managing the affairs of that

institution exclusively.

In the preparation of his legal documents SJf; Sahib
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took great care in the proper phrasing and made
appropriate use of legal counsel. Most of his
documents were drawn up by J.P. Calder and Calder

Conveyancers, Durban (presently defunct).
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CHAFTER FIVE

SULFRVEY o= THE CONSTFRLULUICTION OF
rqnms#Eﬁnzzp ARD FEINARTS COFFLEXES
BUILT BY SH&7I SA-HIE  IN  SOUTH
AFRICA

,
In his interest in the spiritual and educational
advancement of the Muslims, $&f1 Sahib did not
confine his efforts to Durban. None could have
predicted at the time that a lone personage setting
up residence in a foreign land would establish
thirteen religious institutions through Southern
Africa containing educational infra structures in a

period of just fifteen years.

He established masgjid, madaris and cemeteries in
Riverside, Kenville, Verulam, Tongaat, Overport,
Sherwood, Westville, Springfield, Pietermaritzburg,
Ladysmith, and Colenso in the province of Natalj

and in Cape Town in the Cape Province. He also had
a masjid and madrasah built in Butha Buthe in the
neighbouring state of Lesotho (then known as

Basutoland). [Appendix 22]. This he achieved with
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the barest financial resources (from the Muslim

community) at his disposal.

The following atre the masgjid and mad;fis complexes

that he established in Southern Africa:
i. RIVERSIDE, DURBAN (NATAL)

The Habzbiyah ?Jff $5bib complex was built in
Riverside, Durban in 1896. As mentioned (Chapter 2)
suri S&hib was directed by his murshid, Habib 'Ali
Shgh, to the Riverside area of Durban North, a
little distance from the Umgeni River where a number

of Indians had already settled.

Having purchased the land from a Hindu gura, [the
Deed of Transfer being 28 April 1896], he set about
constructing the Masjid Habfbiyah at Riverside. It
consisted of a masjid, yatimkhanah, khangah and a

cemetery. [Appendix 23].

In 1907/1908, $af; $5bib had his own mazar (tomb)
constructed in which he was interred upon his demise

in 1911. It is believed that he had done so at the
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behest of his murshid. The tomb also contains the
grave of his mother, Rabi’'ah, who died in 1913 and

was buried beside him.

According to reports from one of the descendants i1
of ?&fi ?épib, a certain Mr Rustomjee (Farsi by
faith) who had been arrested and charged for
importing opium appealed to Sﬁff Qgpib for
assistance. It is reported that ?&f? Qépib demanded
that he repent sincerely of his deed and commit
himself to abstain from such activity forever, Mr
Rustomjee was eventually acquitted of the charge.

In appreciation, he contributed towards the building

costs of the madrasah.

Originally, S&fz ngib's tomb comprised one element
of a much larger religious monument (dargah), marked
by a magnificent archway that dominated the
entrance. The dargah, included in addition to the
tomb, a masjid, madrasah, khangah-cum-yatimkhanah,
public kitchen, dining hall, Imam‘'s residence and

cemetery. As for the tomb, initially it comprised

1 This have been reported by Muhammad Sa’id SOfi.
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of a simple octagonal building on a podium with a

green steel roof.

In 1913 ‘Abd al-‘Aziz $Jf1 (d. 1947), the then
sajjadah nashin of the ﬁabIbiyah Masjid complex at
Riverside, bought the 1land adjacent to it and
consolidated it with the Riverside proper%y
purchased by $sz $5bib in 189%. He served as the
sajjadah nashin and trustee of the ﬁabfbiyah Masjid
complex in Riverside after the death of Qaf} ggﬁib

until his demise in 1947.

‘Abd al—‘AzIz SJfE was succeeded by his eldest son,
Ghulam Muhammad (known as Ghulam Muhammad stI
Th;nz) [d. 19781, as sajj;dah nashin. He was
assisted by his three brothers, Ghulam Husayn,
Ghulam Hasan and Bhulam Ahmad to administer the

affairs of the Riverside complex.

Ghulam Mupammad $Gfi's eldest son, Muhammad Sa'Id,
who is the present sajjadah nash;n, succeeded him
after his demise in 1978. He is assisted by his

brother, 'Abd al—‘AzIz.
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The complex covered a span of three acres, extending
from the Umgeni River in the south to a hill upon
which the tomb is situated - overlooked the Indian

Ocean. [Appendix 24].

The darg;h served effectively the needs of the local
Muslim community until, 1968, in which vyear the
State Group Areas Act decreed Riverside a "Whit;"
residential area. This resulted in the wanton
destruction of some of the precious buildings that

the darg;h had contained. 1

In contesting the State claim upon the dargah
property, the latter (i.e the State) recognised the
importance of the masjid, tomb and cemetery in
catering for the religious needs of the Muslims of
Riverside. However, the State authorities objected
to the continued presence of the remainder of the

buildings that the complex contained.

The argument put forward by the then Trustees that

the latter catered equally for the religious needs

1 vanker, A F, "The Tomb of Soofie Saheb", in Al-Ilm,
1983. '
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of the Muslim community was rejected in favour of
the State’'s contention that since the buildings were
in the exclusive control of the $af1 family, they
could not, therefore, be regarded ‘as "public"

religious institutions.

Consequently, all of the land that accommodated the
madrasah, khénqah, yvatimkhanah, public kitchen,
dining hall and Imam's residence, was exXxpropriated
by the State. The matter, however, was held in
dispute until 1972 when the State returned a small
portion of the land (approximately 12m x 31im)

originally taken.

In 1978 the darg;h was declared a National Monument

by the Government of South Africa.

Over the nine decades since its construction, the
darggh has been effectively maintained by the
successive mutawalIIs (custodians). The present
mutawalli is Muhammad Sa’id $fo, a great grandson
of $&f} Sahib, who is the present sajjadah nashin

(spiritual successor). [Appendix 25].
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In 1980 the first major renovation and extension to
the masjid was completed. [Appendix 26]. This was
followed by renovation of ?&f; gébib's tomb in 1988.
[Appendices 27 and 28]. In 1992 a museum and
library was established. Appendix 28]. There are
several relics of ?Jf} Qéhib that have been
preserved, and are to be seen at the §Gf§ sépxb
museum. These include inter alia a sword presented

to him by the Sultan of Zanzibar [Appendix 29].

Special mention must be made of the khilafat namah
(investiture of succession) in the handwriting of
Habib ‘All Shah that the latter had granted to
Muhammad Ibfahzm, eldest son of ?&ff Qépib (See

Appendix §).
2, KENVILLE, DURBAN [Appendix Z0]

A madrasah and jama’'at khanah (prayer room) was
established at Sea Cow Lake, (a portion which is
today called Kenville) in 1906/1907 by ?Jf} sgpib.
The madrasah was destroyed (circa 1950/51) by fire
(apparently through arson). ‘Abd al-Samad, son-in-

law, of ?sz Sahib rebuilt the madrasah and jama'at
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khanah in the same vear. In 1963 a piece of the
property was expropriated by the Government for the
building of a railway tunnel. Five years later the
Trustees decided that the existing ‘madrasah and
jama'at khanah be demolished to make way for the
construction of a new madrasah a&and masjid. In
addition a yatimkh;nah was also established. Th;s
was necessitated on account of the expropriation of
the property at Riverside under the Group Areas Act

by the State.

With the growing congregation of muga]lfs
(worshippers) at the masjid it was eventually
renovated and enlarged. In 1993 a major renovation
and extension to the masjid was completed. Moreover
a hall and madrasah was built adjacent to the

masjid. A dome and four minarets were added.

In 1982 a nursery school was opened to cater for
pre-school children as a preparatory to their entry
into Government schools. In 1985 hifz classes were
introduced. The present trustee of the Kenville
masjid complex is Muhammad Sa’id $Gf1 (who is also

the trustee of the Riverside complex.
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3. IN SPRINGFIELD, DURBAN [Appendix 31]

In 1904 5&f1 $;bib established a masjid and Imam’'s
guarters in Buttery Flace, Springfield. It was a
swampy and poorly inhabited area, but which had
great farming potential owing to the abundance Dt
springs, [hence Springfield]. The original
structure was a modest one which was gradually

completed by 1%07.

As ?Jff §gbib was busy with other building projects
he appointed the residents of Springfield to take

charge of the masjid.

The gradual increase in population in Springfield by
the 1930°'s necessitated the services of a luminary
who would tend the needs of the community, as well
as create a centre of learning for the advancement
of the Chishtiyah order. In 1939 Muhammad Habib
Sufi, 5th son of Sufi Gahib, settled at and took

charge of the gafi complex in Springfield.

According to reports by his descendants the living
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conditions were unbearable at Springfield and
innumerable sacrifices were made by Muhammad Haﬁlb
and his family. The masjid remained in a poor
condition until 1942 when it underwent' renovation.
Muhammad Habib established a madrasah for the
children of Springfield. Madrasah classes were
conducted free of charge by Zulekha szi, wife of
Muhammad Habib, for a period of twenty one years.

To date classes continue to be offered at the

madrasah free of charge to pupils.

As Springfield began to flourish and the population
increased it became necessary for the madrasah and
masjid to be extended. In 19537 both were extended

and a new wug& khanah (ablution chamber) was added.

Muhammad Habib had been assisted in managing the
affairs of the complex by his son Nur Muhammad. The

|
latter was appointed trustee upon the demise bf his

father in 1969.

By 1973 Nur Muhammad and his two sons Javid and
Khalid jointly managed the affairs of the

Springfield complex.
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In 1978 an extensive renovation of the masjid and
madrasah was effected which brought the structure to
its present size. In this expensive venture members
of the Muslim community, especially, the A.G. Joosab
family provided financial assistance. In 1986 a
jama at khanah for women was built adjacent to the

masjid. -

In 1989 Javid and Khalid, the sons of Nur Muhammad ,
became trustees of the Springfield complex upon

retirement of their father (owing to ill-health).

In 1990 the newly appointed trustees decided that
extensive refurbishments to the masjid were
required. Two new minarets were added; the
interior was improved with new carpets fitted and
air conditioners installed. This was made possible
through the financial support of Muslim community in
general and the Ebrahim Jooma Moosa family of Durban

in particular.

In 1992 an extension to the masjid was begun in
order to increase the floor area of the masjid.

Moreover, a second storey was added, which provided
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a jama'at khanah for women.
4, PIETERMARITZBURG, NATAL [Appendix 32]

In 1909 stI Sahib established a masjid, madrasah
» - -
and Imam’'s quarters in East Street,

Pietermaritzburg, near Durban. -

‘Abd al-QGadir, the 3rd son of Sufi Sahib, was posted
to administer the affairs of the $GfI complex in
Fietermaritzburg by his brother ‘Abd al-‘Aziz in
the 1920°'s. He continued in this post until his

demise in 1940.

‘Abd  al-Qadir played a very successful role in
maintaining a high standard of service and
leadership. Family counselling, spiritual guidance,
faith healing and daily feeding of the poor and
needy and educating the Muslims in religious matters

are some af the services for which he is remembered.

His difficult period of administration eventually
took toll on his health. Some of ‘Abd al-Qadir’s

well-known contemporaries include Cassim Bawa and
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Sa‘'id Bawa (regarded as saints by the people of
Fietermaritzburg) who spent most of their time with
him. Sa'id Bawa bequeathed, in his own lifetime,

his house in East Street for the use of the Imam.

‘Abd al-Qadir’'s nephew, ‘Abd al-Majid of Westville
and brother-in-law, ‘Abd al-Samad assisted him ip

conducting the madrasah classes.

After his demise in 1940, the masjid affairs were
administered by the Nizamia Muslim Society for a
period of 40 years, with the permission of the $Gf1
Trust. However, at the end of the period (1980) the
$afI Trust - on account of dissatisfaction at the
manner in which the masjid was being administered -
appointed a new trustee, Ghulam Muhammad $sz, to

ensure control over the affairs of the masjid.

The appointment of the new trustee was contested in

the Supreme Court of South Africa in 1981 1

This dispute proceeded for about 5 vyears but it was

1 case number M469? of 1981, Supreme Court of South
Africa, Fietermaritzburg, Natal.
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finally decided in favour of the $JfI Trust in an
out of court settlement. The agreement was that
henceforth (from 31 March 1986) a management
committee composed of two members appointed by the
$Gf1 Trust (Mugtafa ‘Arif and Ghulam Mu'in al-Din
$Jf1), together with two members appointed by the
Nizamia Muslim Society, and Ghulgh Muhammad §Jf1 as
trustee and Chairman of the committee should run the

Fietermaritzburg complex.

Thus it may be seen that GSufi GSahib's clear
stipulation in each of ¢the title deeds of the
various ?&fz complexes that trusteeship should be
retained by his descendants was maintained.

9. CAPE TOWN, CAPE PROVINCE

Until 1900 the Indian expatriates in and around Cape

Town were few in number. They were largely
followers of the Hanafi School, whilst the
generality of Muslims (who of Malay origin)

subscribed to the Sh;fi’f school. The distinction
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between the Hanaff and Shgfi'f'l Muslims became
more and more pronounced as the number of Muslims of

Indian origin increased.

Political and linguistic considerations certainly
exerted their influences as wellj; and the Cape
Muslim community of Indian extraction inevitably

became a distinct entity.

Communal sentiments of a negative nature, contrary
to the spirit of Islam, started to manifest
themselves among the Indian Muslim community on the
one hand, and the long—-settled Malay community on
the other. This was one of the major obstacles to
be overcome by ?&fi gébib when he arrived in Cape
Town in 1905. He realised that the lack of Islamic
education was responsible for the irrational fears
and suspicions that were bedevilling the solidarity
of the Cape Muslims. A masjid and khénqah for this

purpose were required.

1l The terms Hanafi and Shafi'i pertain to followers of
the schools of jurisprudence whose founders were Imam

Abu Hanifa (d. 150 A.H.) and Imam Shafi’i (d. 204 A.H.)
resp9ctive1y.
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Once he arrived in Cape Town, g&f& $ébib set out to
find land fo+r building a centre for the teaching of
Islam. Within a short time he succeeded in
purchasing & land from a Doornhoogte farmer (today
known as Rylands). Soon after a masjid, khanqah and
vatimkhanah arose on this site in 1905. He also
named these after his murshid, Habib ‘Ali Shah. He
appointed his brother-in-law, Mawlana ‘Abd al—La;If
Géqz, in charge of the yabfbiyah Masjid and
yatimkhgnah which are currently situated in Rylands,

Cape Town.

By establishing the first orphanage at the Cape stI
$ébib brought about a noteworthy step towards the

direction of Muslim social welfare.

From 1905 to 1916, until his demise Mawlana ‘Abd al-
LatIf Qégi served as the trustee of the Habibiyvah
Masjid complex. The Muslims (of both ﬁanaff and
Shafi'i persuasion) who imbibed his teachings
gradually emerged as a relatively homogeneous

community mindful of its distinct Islamic identity.

After bhis demise in 1916 he was succeeded by
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Muhammad Yusuf Habibi who administered the affairs
of the Habibiyah $Jf§ complex in Cape Town until his

death in 1939.

From 1939 to 1986 ‘Abd al-Karim G;gI served as a
trustee. Thereafter until now ‘Abd al—La?If Purkar

served as trustee.
6. OVERPORT, DURBAN

$af1 $;bib established a masjid, madrasah and Imam's

quarters in Glenearn Road, Overport, Durban in 1903.

After his demise the Muslim community in the
Overport district took upon themselves the task of
administering the affairs of the masjid complex.
This continued up to 1930 when Ghulam FarId gafi 1
(d. 1274) was appointed to take charge of the
affairs of the masjid complex. Upon his demise his
son Niggh al-Din has administered the affairs of the

masjid and madrasah as trustee.

1 He _was the_son of §af} $;pib and his wife (second)
Hanifah Bibi.
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7. WESTVILLE

A madrasah, masjid, cemetery and Imam’'s quarters was
established in Westville in 1904 on the land that
was donated by one of ?JfE ngib‘s murids, Shaykh
"Ali.

Yasuf ‘Ali Shah (d. 1953), a khalifah of Qaff Qgpib,
was appointed trustee of the complex, a position

which he held until his death.

His son, ‘Abd al-Majid (d. 1986), succeeded him as
trustee. Mawlana ‘Abd al-Ra'uf is current trustee

and Imam of the complex.
8. SHERWOOD [45TH CUTTING], DURBAN

$&ff $§bib had laid the foundations of the masjid on
the land donated by Altaf Husaynl . Initially the
donor had insisted upon being appointed as trustee
of the masjid complex., vyet to be constructed.

However, §a#1 ggpib prevailed upon him with the

1 He had been a Hindu who embraced Islam.
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argument that a trustee had to be one who was
sufficiently grounded in Islamic teachings and
administrative capability. Al?gf Husayn retracted
and subsequently a madrasah, jama’at khEnah, Imam's
quarters and a cemetery was established by Qﬂfi
Sahib in Sherwood in 1906.

In the 1%920's as the Muslim population of Sherwood
grew Ghulam Hafiz (d. 1953), the fourth son of Sufi
$§hib, was appointed to administered the affairs of
the Sherwood complex. He continued in this post
until his demise. He was succeeded by the present

trustee, his son, Ghulam Murtag; ?J?f.
9. TONGAAT (NATAL)

A masjid, madrasah, cemetery and Imam’'s quarters was
constructed in Tongaat which is about 30 kilometres

to the North of Durban in 1907/1908.

$afi $§bib's son—in-law H;fiz Husayn (d. 1948) was
the first trustee of this complex. His son, Ghulam

ﬁéfi;, served as trustee until his death in 1964.
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Thereafter - until the present — members of the
Muslim community have administered the affairs of

the complex.
10. VERULAM (NATAL)

Safz Sgbib established a madrasah and cemetery in
Cottonlands in Verulam about 22 kilometres from

Durban, in 1909/1910.

Mubammad Haﬁlb Safz (d. 1969) served as the Imam and
trustee of the Verulam madrasah until 1917 when it
was destroyed by flood. However, the $Gf§ madrasah

was not reconstructed.
11. LADYSMITH (NATAL)

$afz §§pib established a masjid, madrasah, cemetery
and Imam's residence in 1908/1909 at Ladysmith Natal
about 240 kilometres from Durban.

$in $§bib's khalifah, Muhammad Yusuf MunshI, was

stationed at this complex.
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In 1914, Muhammad Yyusuf Munshi left for India and
handed the control of the affairs of the masjid
complex to the Ladysmith Muslim community. The

complex was renovated a few times owing'to floods.

12. COLENSO (NATAL)

5&f§ §;bib built a masjid, madrasah, cemetery and
Imam's quarters in Colenso in 1908/1909, which is
160 kilometres from Durban. Since its inception the
Muslim community of Colenso has administered the

affairs of the masjid complex.

13. BUTHA BUTHE (LESOTHO)

g&f& $§bib constructed a masjid, madrasah, cemetery
and Imam's quarters in Butha Buthe, Lesotho (then
known as Basutoland) in 1910. This masjid complex
has been administered by members of the Muslim

community of Butha Buthe since its inception.

All the masajid and institutions established by $Jf§

gébib, with the exception of the Verulam madrasah,
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are still in operation providing innumerable
services for the religious needs of the Muslim
community.

§af3 §5bib arranged for boreholes to be dug at each
of these centres. This was because in the early
years of this century provisions for water were not
available from the local municipality. Traces of

these facilities can still be seen at some of ?ufi

ggpib's complexes.
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CHAFTER S IX

ASSESSIMENT OF ST ST S
CONTRIBUTION TO THE EAFL_Y
HISTORY o ISLAM IN SOUTH
AFRICS

SGfi $§hib's contribution to the Muslim community of
South Africa may be judged by his record of
achievement in the religious and educational and

humanitarian spheres.

It is important to take into account the political
limitations and the constraints of a wholly non-
Muslim (Christian and Hindu) environment which $Jf;
ﬁgbib encountered when one evaluates his overall
contribution.

Sufi  Gahib utilized religious teachings and
principles in order to understand and transform the
"culture" of the politically oppressed and

economically destitute Muslims.

Qafi $;pib’s major contribution was in the areas of
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Islamic religious education and the improvement of
the human condition of the oppressed and destitute
Muslim and inculcating in them the capacity to
sustain themselves through Islamié spiritual
consciousness in a materialistic and demanding

world.

He was a leader who understood the social tensions
which revealed themselves at an intra-cultural
level, viz. tensions between the Hanafi and Shafi’'i
Muslims, and at the inter—-cultural level, between
Muslims and Hindus. Therefore he consolidated a
large sector of Muslim society so as to enable the
healing of a fractured Muslim identity.
Furthermore, he impacted impressively as an
ambassador of Islam on people of other faiths and
culture which had a lasting impact on succeeding
generations. Therefore $&f1 $§pib’s work can be
expressed in the form of commitment, concern and
service — it was a commitment to the Muslims of
South Africa in particular and to humanity at large.
He was like a "living" ambassador of Islam who lent

a voice to the oppressed, destitute and marginalised

Muslims.
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SGfi Sahib strived to educate the Muslims in
inculcating the spirit and teachings of Islam. In
order to achieve this end, he strove to establish
masajid and as well as madaris wherever Muslims
resided in large numbers. These served as centres
which played a pivotal role in educating the Muslims
and transforming ignorant and illiterate people into
practicing believers. The success of his work may
be gauged by the fact that almost all of these
institutions are playing an effective functional
role in serving the needs of the Muslims. The
Islamic work that he initiated for the upliftment of
the Muslim community has been effectively promoted

by successive generations up to the present day.

Significantly therefore, the $fo establishments
(masjid and madrasah complexes) have consistently
played an important role of religious wupliftment in
the Muslim community. They served a multi-purpose
function. The maséjid, rather then being places of
worship alone were used to impart Islamic education
and instruction. The §af1 masgjid, wherever it was
established, formed the hub of Islamic activities

which was relevant to the community that it served.
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Furthermore, the $af3 establishment served to bring
the Muslims together, thus enabling the masjid to
function as a religiously unifying and socially
cohesive force. The masjid-madrasah cémplexes also
offered opportunities for members of the Muslim
community to get to know one another and to share
their moments of joy and grief, thus bringing about
understanding and co-operation amongst the

believers.

As noted previously (Chapter 4), 5aff-$§bib was the
first Muslim to liase with the prison authorities
for the sake of the welfare of Muslim prisoners by
way of Islamic education and provision for Islamic
burials for the deceased inmates. This was a
pioneering step on his behalf which served long-term
purpose of inculcating consciousness amongst Muslims
of their Islamic duty to fellow—Muslims in distress.
Now at present this is one of the important

activities of the Muslim Welfare Societies.

Moreover, his step in training Munshis (Chapter 4)

- —

and posting them to different Surfi centres served a

primary need amongst Muslims who were deprived -
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through social, political and economic circumstances

-~ of basic Islamic education.

5&#1 §5bib did not consider his endeavours to be an
ephemeral phase in the life of the Muslim community.
He wished to ensure continuity of his work of
religious instruction and reform (which explains the
stipulation in each of the $&f1 complexes he
established that the eldest male from his descendant

should be the successor).

As Saf; $§bib belonged to the Chishti and GSHiFI
orders it was quite natural on his part to promote
the Chishtzyah and diirIyah doctrines to those who
wanted to be trained in tasawwuf. Indeed the ;sz
doctrines popularly propagated today in South Africa

are those of the Chishfzyah and G;dirfyah.

As for Islamic education, $af; Q;pib, believed that
to confine it within the walls of the madaris was to
exclude a large section of the community from
acquiring it. He therefore encouraged and promoted

religio-cultural activities such as Ni]gﬂ aI—NabE
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and ‘'Urs Sharzf in order to gather common Muslims on
Milad and ‘Urs occasions so that education could be
imparted and an Islamic identity forged. His
success in  imparting religious knowlédge in the
Muslim community through a long-term process of
personal contact, association and participation in
religio-cultural life may be gauged by the fact that
the Milad al-Nabi and ‘Urs Gharif continue to be
celebrated popularly to this day at each of the Sﬁff
complexes and at the private residences of many a

Muslim family.

To alleviate the condition of Muslim orphans §Jf1
$§bib established the first vatimkhanah at the
Riverside complex in Durban and one in Cape Town.
This was achieved at a time when Muslims in South
Africa had 1limited financial resources. He

succeeded in this task through the co-operation and

assistance of the Muslim merchant class.

?ﬁf} $§pib armed the Muslims in South Africa with an
ideological defence that could not be broken easily
although they 1lived as a minority within a largely

non—-Muslim religious and cultural environment. He
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strove to alleviate the condition of the destitute
by establishing schemes for the provision of food,
groceries and medicine for common ailments free of
charge to the destitute of all faiths. His work
served as the foundation for welfare activity in the
Muslim community in South Africa. It also gave
birth to aspirations for an Islamic cultural revival,
as became manifest in the proliferation of Muslim

community and welfare organisations established

throughout the rest of the 20th century®=°.

°°Refgr Mahida, E.M.: History of Muslims in South
Africa: A Chronology for a historical account of
Muslim organisations established in this country.
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COMNCL LIS TOR
A notable characteristic of Qaf; $§pib was
magnanimity. What is remarkable is that when he

first arrived in South Africa he was so moved by the
horrible conditions to which the early Muslims were
subjected to, that he became committed towards thé
improvement of their lot. It need be noted that the
task to which he dedicated his 1life thereafter did
not easily blend with the enviraonment of the era he
lived in which could be best be described as
"exploitive", His highmindedness and concern for
the common lot proved to be above the general moral
and intellectual level of the time. His
philanthropic vision clearly manifested itself in
the establishment of the chain of mas3ajid and
madé}is, complemented by social upliftment

programmes, that served the Muslim community.

Qafi 55@ib's popularity has not yet faded and one
can safely opine that, in the spiritual development
of the Muslims in South Africa his contribution can

not be ignored.
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There is no doubt that through his teaching and
practical campaign, he succeeded in contributing
immensely to the successful growth and revival of

Islam in South Africa.
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APPENDIX 1

OBITUARY - SUF1 SAHIB in the "NATAL MERCURY", dated

1 JULY 1911
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{"THE NATAL MERCURY",

SATﬁRDAY, 1 JULY 1911]

CBITUARY.

——

| A Wcll-kno'w o Mihomcdan Priesl

|

‘Lhe Mabumedan wmmunilr{rm Bouth Al
rica am moutrung (he dFalh Of Sortee
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Ui 1 Mosque and (nplanaye  lnstita-
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the Uingeni River. The funeral took plsoce
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were: Mossrs. awad Mavowmed, Abdul Caa:
div, Dadn Atdvoilla, Heosea (wssim, Omar
Amod, Osmaa Amod, M. C. Angha, Dada
Uwmnnn, Parsce Rustamji, and about one
thousnd othess. .

The doeeasad cama to this Colony about
18 years mgo, sand started his msrion 10
amesivrate the onndition of the Mahome-

dan orphnm, of whom to-day ovér a Lhous.
and amn baing {od, clethed, and ndueated at!
differ nt orphanages, schools, and moésques

“ntarte | as the result of hin laborious work

st Iurhae, Tongnat, Verulam, Maritzbureg.

| Lady-mith, Johnoneaburg, Capetown,’ and
other placss in Houth Afriea,

Ilis spped
fo tbn wedl-to-do Indlans was promptiy
reaponded to, and (ha eutalilishnienis a:e
buing condmclnd on the sharitrbiv contrl-
butiona of mevchanta and storek-+pera To
cope* witl tho hoavy traflo ol tle paple
of the community concerned who ha| leen,
to Uigenl Lo pny their laat 1eapeetn, the)
tramwny deépariment Kindly arrangel a
specia! mervice of tramoarn (o Tl from

mgenl.

OBITUARY
A Well-known Mahomedan Priest

The Mahomedan community in South
Africa are mourning the death of
Sorfee Sahib, the well-known
priest of the Lower Umgeni Mosque
and Orphanage Institution, which
occurred on Thursday afternoon in
his quarters at the north bank of
the Umgeni River. The funeral
took place yesterday, and was
attended by a large number of
Moslems, including all the local
Indian merchants. Among those
present were: Messrs Dawad
Mahomed, Abdul Caadir, Dada
Abdoolla, Hoosen Cassim, Omar
Amod, Osman Amod, M.C. Anglia,
Dada Osman, Parsee Rustamji, and
about one thousand others.

The deceased came to this Codlony
about 16 years ago, and started
his mission to ameliorate the
condition of the Mahomedan
orphans, of whom to-day over a
thousand are being fed, clothed,
and eduCated at different orphan-
ages, schools, and mosques started
as the result of his laborious
work at Durban, Tongaat, Verulam,
Maritzburg, Ladysmith, Johannes-
burg, Capetown, and other places
in South Africa. His appeal to
the well-to-do Indians was
promptly responded to, and the
establishments are being conducted
on the charitable contributions
of merchants and store-keepers.
To cope with the heavy traffic of
the people of the community con-
cerned who had been to Umgeni to
pay their last respects, the
tramway department kindly arranged
a special service of tramcars to
and from Umgeni.



“an pminl, aent invitathna all réand  (he
: Onlony to relebrate the naniver s

I

1ire annual featival of Umgeni § comirg

on Lo morrow,. when large

nd their lime extdoors. an{ it . oein-
etdental with a #milar featival detd in
India In hononir af tha patron eslnt nf Mn.
fomedana, Khaja Moinoodin, The daceoned,

num wun ly

y, but it

wan nnt decreod Dy Ivavidencs (that  the

hést dould permonally -take pr
| fratdwity,
The sid
bwirunifons, will be
to-night, and witt In
merrew, whem over 3

thiere and pass Lhe )
the river. AV neen ‘& apreol
memdvial swvies witl be beid, (flor wireh

] tln_

- |
fratival, however, at hin speciad -

d with f
the whela ‘l’ oy
wif) guthe-

t the baok o'
ol ¥ ed ol

the will b trented to o
.“.!uuu qii = ;Jf-lfnu
pry sty ol 'miv of --p-i
m d'“ : ' .

85

The annual festival of Umgeni is
coming on to-morrow, when large
numbers usually spend their time
outdoors, and it is coincidental
with a similar festival held in
India in honour of the patron.
saint of Mahomedans, Khaja
Moinoodin. The deceased, as
usual, sent invitations all round
the Colony to celebrate the
anniversary, but it was not
decreed by Providence that the
host should personally take part
in the festivity.

The said festival, however, at
his special instructions, will
be proceeded with from to-night,
and will last the whole day to-
morrow, when over 2,000 people
will gather there and pass the
day about the bank of the river.
At noon a special and memorial
service will be held, after which
the guésts will be treated to a
grand feast.

The tramway department has
arranged special fare for the
passengers to-night and to-
morrow. A large number of up-
country and coast storekeepers
and merchants were present at
the funeral yesterday, and will
also attend the festival to-
morrow.
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GENEAOLOGY OF SUFI SAHIB
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Geneaology Of Hazrath
Soofie Saheb (r.a.)

Hazrath Soofie Saheb (R.A.) was a direct descendant of Hazrath Abu Bakr Siddique (R.A.).
To be more specific it is noteworthy that he belonged to the 35th generation. We re:p_roduce
below his authentic geneaology. We are in possession of an ancient geneaology and it is from
here that we have traced his remarkable lineage. Before we reproduce the geneaology we
wish to mention that almost every generation produced Qadis (Islamic Judges) who were
posted to various parts of the Middle East and India. Thus you will notice the title of Qadi
attached to every name as contained in the original authentic geneaology. The geneaology
also mentions that the 1st Qadi was appointed on the 15th of Ramadan 854 A.H. The first
person to be appointed as Qadi ¢ Shariat was Hazrath Qadi Ismail (R.A.).

Qazi Hazrat Abu Bakr Siddique
Qazi Muhammad Bin Abu Bakr
. Qazi M. Omar

Qazi Abdullah

. Qazi Qaihafa

. Qazi Rehman

Qazi Osman

. Qazi Muhamed Aabin

. Qazi Abbaas

. Qazi Ahmed

. Qazi Saaeeb

. Qazi Muhamed Jafar '
. Qazi Qasim '
. Qazi Osman

. Qazi Hazrat Harees

. Hazrat Abdurahaman

. Hazrat Idrees

. Hazrat Abdullah

. Hazrat Ismail

. Qazi Ali

. Qazi Ebrahim

. Qazi Noorudden Fazih

. Qazi Ahmed

. Qazi Ebrahim

. Qazi Ahmed

. Qazi Aimuddeen

. Qazi Ahmed

. Qazi Ebrahim

. Qazi Abdul Jari

. Qazi Ebrahim

. Qazi Yusuf

. Qazi Ismail

. Qazi Ali

. Qazi Abdullah

. Qazi Ebrahim

. Gulam Muhommed Soofie Saheb i

VoA DWW —

wwuuuuwNNNNNNNNN —
QNP URN~ OV AT GROUNRESoxTIaornDosS
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GENEALOGICAL TREE

Tt wouled serve a useful purpose Lo oritically
examine the genealogical tree bolh in terms of

its authenticity and lineage.

The genealogy is problematic since it ralises
apviral  simple arithmetical errors. In the

first instance, 1f a generation is taken as an
average thirty vyears then (according to the
genealogical tree), commencing with Aby  Rakr
Siddiq L[first Caliph of Islaml] born  in 573 CE
and proceeding to Ghulam Muhammad [H3RFT Qéhib]
born in 1830 CE, the years calculated would

total 1 O8O0 years which Ileaves 22 years in

question.

Moreover, according to the genealogical tree
(English version) each of Ghul3m Muhammad &
predecessors  is  referred to as Qadl  (Islamic
Judge) . However, the genealogical tree (Lrduw)
reveals that the term QE@R is not  applicable to
any ascendant until the 19th generation i.e.

Qady Tsmail.
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APPENDIX 3

TOMB OF HABIB 'ALI SHAH -
HYDERABAD, INDIA

. Aastana -o- u‘laaﬂiga; gcfgdehabaad :
Khwajo Habeeh Al Shah (rahmatullahi alaihi) |
} )
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Announcement

In The Name Of Allah, The
Beneficent, The Merciful \
With the view to inform all )
the member of the Chistiya
Nizaamiya, Qadriyh Aaliya,

Subarwardiya, Gesu-daraaziya, —
Nasgsh-bandiya, Maghribiya, _-'_'.',-.._.,-- - | PR e - boi U i LL‘C"C"C[U"" P
Shattaariya Kibrooiya,
Noorbakhshiya, Awsiya elc.
concealed in sanclity

All  praise is duc to
Almighty Allah,lord of the
World and greetings and
salutations on his messenger,
the Noble Prophet, and on his
family, the pious and purified,
and on his companions, the
guided and perfect, and on all
the friends (owliyah) of his
followers. (L.et it be known)

After which, let it be

- !_/,

.‘,-',:__ ,9__: LL_/_.,- ’__"_. ‘J’

“““ iRy

S tumum.,ﬁ@m.:" 2 RN A WIS
sl .J[’L fr" J&'L/l!WP'L"\DJU u‘,l,Kﬂg,,lJl
1buu,4fb.t.?;.b btz e oty L1 GealenYeelp e
il g el (35 JEb s - A gainllc F
(_‘L—LL S i Sl b (,I»’Uw/-:;..ﬂ: o f s -
Aoolosibalf ol o Um." "‘?'5*1 e nat) l;,.;l/,ub’»"
anr i L0 '__,«- R L““f /“(‘u,f "’,y‘é-lf'v’! 'lﬂ«.ﬂ

| _ s l:‘vc/ul.-v rU. Iy C”{,\L-, AL U—’,uu‘lb)u‘-f’r‘“r‘bfu_\_’l.l
established that this well

[SD AC RTR PR A A I e abel es
wisher's successor and dearly e K. il S g hiLepteleog:

beloved ladjie Shaah Gulam /l bl ol e b 1 e Oty SRy NPT AN ST
Muhammad Soofie, may Allah EACA (‘*"—"L’U“b‘ Loy ool K"V—L,"’[’JL#JL/L)”Hf(.
in the love, protection and ucffL/ [IL’L[‘(/'_/"F”L‘-" P I G e C ot

au.er.m'on of. the magnificent ol e e ‘fu e ,j NPT aw ,_/f,‘c_,ug_
spiritual guides (R.A.), grant RN ‘ [a)‘l\/ r; v(f ’ b ]
him a long life and encompass Y D “'/ tebctf Jlo o Ui
him with peace. #D o

Because of him, the orders //,./,f'-’/d “"u/d Ky ‘L‘i_l,_i;q/

of Chistiya Nizaamiya and
Qadria  Aaliya  etc. are '%""'){f’é : }L—J{b)&v_adb,f’i & B
progressing well in  Durban - - B h
which is in Natal, South Africa. =S
May Allah via the mediation of all the khwaajas and Holy persons and with the lovelcare of the Peeraane A’ zam,
grant continuity till Qiyaamat for this bounty. |

For it’' s permanence and support for the future to be secure, il is necessary that a resident successor be
appointed. Therefore his son Anjuumand Miya Shaah Muhammad Ibrahim Chisti Nizaami, whom this well
wishers has taught and made happy with the favour of the Peeraane A’zam (R.A.) when he became worthy of
the way of Tareeqat.

Then this well wisher granted him permission to take Bay'at in all the Silsilas, and exalting him with
khilaafat of the Peeraane A’ zam and he became the resident successor to Iladjie Shaah Muhammad Saaheb
Soofie. May Allah in his pleasure keep him alive with love and steadfastness for the favours of all the
Khwaajgaan.

We have in exaltance and respect for all the various silsilas, announce thus so that it may be accompiled
with far and wide and that you may present yourselves to him with love, honour nad obeisance. Whosoever
revered and hounoured him with obedience, should regard it to be in the most important service of myself.
Countless compliments and regards. Inscribed on Monday, the 6th of Rajjab-ul Murajjab in the 13215t year
after the Holy Iijrah.

Translated as best humanly possible by my most humble self; Ustand Muhammad Is-llaaq Sulaimman
Rawoot. .

HABIB 'ALI SHAH CONFERS KHILAFAT UPON MUHAMMAD IBRAHIM
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Habib Ali Shah (R.A.) announcement to
Soofie Sahib (R.A))

The most favoured of humble, Mia llajee shah
Goolam Mohammed Soofie Chisiti Nizami, may he live
long.

I supplicate to Allah that you remain steadfast in
the love of your Peers and live in safety and may the
spiritual benefits eminating from you, increase daily,
with the wasila of all the Peeraane ezaam.

Every spiritual personality in charge of a silsila
needs a worthy successor and Sajjaden Nasheen. Al
Hamdulillah Allah has blessed and given this Nemat
(bounty) in your very home, and that is your fortunate
son Mia Shah Muhammad Ebrahim emerged as
capable of this position. After intensily educaling and
training him | have bestowed on him the Khilafat and
ljazat (consent 1o accept baiat) and blessed him in the
presence and office of Peeraane Ezaam. Insha Allah in
the future he will be your representative and successor.

All those who are connected 1o you must be
informed of this blessing of Peerane Lzam as a
declaration so that they will take heed of it. I have also
given a documentry (written) Khilafat Nama bearing
my signature and stamp as authenticity. 1 have alto
included a notice of declaration with my signature and
stamp. FRame it and install it in the Khjanqah and it is
appropriate that a declaration of the same be made by
yourself for the sake of information and publicity in
your circle.

Since there is no Urdu printing press in South
Africa,l have written it and sent it from here. Sign it and
distribute it among your well wishers. All leaders have
this very pattern that they appoint a SAjadah Nasheen
and successor worthy of the position,in their own life
time so that the silsila continues to function in future
and the spiritual order remains on track and no future
scandal and conflict. I hope in my Peerane Ezaam that
may Allah bless Shah Muhammad Ebrahim and his

]
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generationto generation. May he remain thepath of his .- .

Peerance Ezaam, Ameen.

Oh Lord of the servants for the sake of Prophet
Muhammad (S.A.W) and his great progreny.

Written 06th Rajab 1321 A.I1.

Signed : Sayed Muhammed Habibi Ali Shah
Radawi Madani Chisti Nizami

May Almighty Allah forgive him and hide his
weaknesses

Signed by his son : Sayad Hafiz Ali Shah Radwai
Madani Chisti Nizami, Hafizi Al Habibi

May Allah forgive his sins and hide his weaknesses

Translation by Maulana Abdur Raoof.

e .-
e WA g

gt H P 2N gl Wl

MABIB 'ALI SHAH INFORMS SUFI SAHIB THAT KHILAFAT HAS BEEN
CONFERRED UPON MUHAMMAD IBRAHIM
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Announcement

In The Name of Almighty Allah, The
Beneficient, The Merciful.

All praise is due to Almighty Allah, Lord rf the
. World, and greetings and salutations on lIlis
messenger Muhammad (SA.W.S.), his family and

companions and all the friends.of Allah (Owliya)
" amongst his followers. o

Intruth and respeci to all the pious ones (Pecrane
Azzam) may théir souls be blessed. My mentor, llis
exalted eminence and guide (Peero Murshid) has
honoured this hwnble servant of His by bestowing
Khilafat on my beloved son Miya Shah Muhammad
Ebrahim (masy his age be prolonged). He has
honoured him with the Khilafat of the Silsila (order)
Chistiyah Nizamia Fakhria Hafizia and noble
Qudiriyah order and all other Silsilas (orders). He has
also appointed him the deputy of this Humble Faqeer
and vice-regency (SAJJADA NASHEEN) of the
/1abibiyah Masjid, Khanqah and Madressah.

He has honoured this humble servant further by
issuing a document signed 1o this effect and with his
scal and further honoured me with announcing it with
the accompaning seal and signature of His deputy and
SAJIADA NASHEEN Hazrat Makhdoomul Alamien
Sahebzada of my honoured lazrat, Hazrat Qibla Ma
Hazrat Khwaja Sayed Hafiz Alisha Saheb Razwi
Almadni  Chisti  Nizami al-Fakhri al Noori
Al-Sulaimani al-Hafizi al -Hahkibi llyderabad (May

the Almighty prolong I1is shadow over until the day of ('

Judgement).

This announcement with the afore-mentioned
signature and seal has been sent o me so that I carry
out the instructions thereto. Thus this Prayerful
humble servantannouncers this blessed good news to
all myfriends and beloved ones with happiness and joy
and reproduces it.

With Salaam

The Profound, Humble servant

Haji Shah Goolam Muhemmad Scofi Chisti
Nizami Fakhri Hafizi llahibi

The Province of Natal, the city of Durhan.

The place Umgeni (which I have honoured with
the name) Nizamabad. The suburb Fakhria Khanqah
[1abibia

O
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SUFI SAHIB APPOINTS MUHAMMAD IBRAHIM AS HIS KHALIFAH AND
SAJJADAH NASHIN OF THE HABIBIYAH MASJID AND KHANQAH IN

RTURRCTNE NIIRRAN
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A

Deed of Succession

All praises are due 1o Almighty God and may llis choicest blessings be bestowed upon the Apostle, l
Muhammed, upon whom br peace.

1, the insignificant and humble Sufi Shah Muhammed Ibrahim Habibi, son of Hazrath Sufi Shakh Ghulam |
Muhammed Sahib Iabibi, came to India due to my old age and continual illness, afier nominating mynephew, |
Sufi Shah Ghulaam Muhammed l1abibi, son of Sufi Shah Muhammed Abd-al Aziz Habibi, for the position of
Khalifa of the brotherhood of the Habibiyain Africa, as well as appointing him Keeper of the lomb (Sajjddah
Nashin, Mutawalli Dargah) in Africa, with a view enabling him to conduct the functions appropriate 1o the
said spiritual centre (Khanqah) during nty absence.

As I now find it impossible to return to Africa owing 1o my indisposition, I write these lines from Ajmer
the Noble, India, on the sixth day of Rajab, 1374 Hijrah in order to assert my confirmation of the above
nominated and to appoint my said nephew, so that this may serve the purpose of a testament and that the
Centre may continue 1o function under his leadership, according 10 the order of the supreme Chishtiya
Nizamiya Habibiya in conjunction to function with the order of the supreme Qadiriya Habibiya. [ would like
to emphasize that the Urs and other religios ceremonies and discourses, together with the attendant functions
appropriate 1o the Centre shouls be held as hitherio, as was the praéli.;qfq‘ the practise of the founder of the
institution and his predecessors. g

&} a.
. s - [P H ey
Further, I wish to ‘r:‘.“"t‘ °—f"-’*‘—:;'> dlkﬁ@}:ﬁl—éé .1::.3\0.[_:

convey {0 niy nephew A -~ ;
that, in his capacity as ~ ) ? Py
Khalifa in Africa, he ,

must take instruclions

romladrat Janab Pir e " - . -
{(hwaja Habib  Ali ~"’}~*:"'“¥‘L";'~‘ oo et "’."f".'/")»/’»!’-lf-"*"“"f""-""

. ) : O STV TN
Shah Sahib the second E . L . e
of Katalmandi, B = R R ) L
Iyderabad, Deccan, Bt Sl et ot 21 e i by B e :'/c—'wf'i’:.j'-“u;v
India, who is the b i L0 3 50 b e e pln g a2 FA G

guiding light of Koknan, D B e & 1o R e T
India, and who is the '
accomplished disciple
of hazrath Janab
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Muhammed Iabih Ali \ _ L
Shakh  Sahib.  The R e { !"".'c"--é"-%‘u'J’C"'HJ“'-L-‘T«‘L--EJ'-_i:»’-."r’:;—.l':--'s-;.:’.-t."ﬂ?":f'
former being the only RN SR ”‘\.I-fuz';“’fl"_'r?"':c"C'LJ'C_’.'(L‘/':‘;-/- Li:”‘/‘: Sefmppgie
luminary of the order, R it (Yl SV S
, . LT - AL L X
it should be considered Uk‘é)’ \\_/\\»\-ffyﬁ;\ki : -’\‘D\»Yl\_’f‘-iyl")
essential to serve him C R N -
. . gy g T T T Tl i
and toke instruction _ '(",’"/((3' g e & ‘-’%_J AR 7,
from him, so that it ‘%3(}" LR c i _ RO ad £ e ¥c A
. R v » P -
may give me the utmost ‘ - - .l e N
. = Y TPl e
Jjoy in both the worlds. S 1‘_ w r,y‘,-‘-k;:(:;y-f
A T AT
Witnesses: '

01 Diwan Sayid Inayat NHussein Keeper of the tomb Gharib Nawaaz
02 Habib the second Keeper of the tomb Astana f1abihiya, Ilyderabad, Deccan

03 Sayid I'yaz Husain son of Sayid Niyaz Husain Hashimi Khadim e Khwaja Sahib, Ajmer the Noble
04 lla_h)'»Muhammrd Magbul Allih Shah, Chisti Nizami, Delki
Signed : Shak Muhammed Ihrahim, A jmer 6th Rajab 1374 Nijrah.

MITIIAMMAN TRODALITM ADDNTNTC ﬂullI-A\l MIIJAMMAN 'PLIK“? AQ HTQ
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TOMB OF MUHAMMAD IBRAHIM IN AJMER, INDIA

INTERIOR OF THE TOMB OF MUHAMMAD IBRAHIM
IN AJMFR, INDIA
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) \'\\ Cwodleas ’\\f\h’@ /f)) ?

I hereby cortify l,hnL Lhis trnncl.ction fro EM'
is not a contruvention of Sec. 3 of ,
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' / J: . Conveyaro
I'OWER  OF  ATTORIEY 70 'I'lU\.HuFER

VIIEREAS by Dewd of Transtor Mo, 11u2/1909 one, lIAJEE
SHAH GOOLAM kilUkED i3 the registered owner in trust
for tho uses of thu linhomedan ltellgion ot u certaln plece
of land belng the lumnindur of Lot 254 o1 the Town Luuds
of Pletermaritzburg, situate. in the dorough of Pietor-
maritzburg, Provincu of Latul, ln extent Two Acres Mineteen

decimal Four Perclies (2.acres 19,4 perches].

AlID WIHERFAS the nald [lWJELl  SiLidl GOOLAM LIAKQLIED

died on the 29th duy ol June lvll.

AD _WVHEIKEAS undor und in terws of the Trust creatod
in the suid Deed of ‘I'runsfur, one, SIAI LIOIU\MED EBRMIIM,
the eldent son of tho itate HAJEE Slinll GOOLAK LAHOMED, is

nominated to succued to the vulrice ol Trusteo,

AND WHERNAS the sald SHAH LOIAMED EBRAHIM reuoldes
and 13 domliciled in India where ne has renounced all
mattors mundany to devobe himsolt exoluslvely to mystic

contemplation und a spirituul life.

AID VIEREAS one  SiliH ABDUL AZIZ of Lurban, hahomedan
Priest, the second nun of the suid lote HAJEE SUAK GOULaM

MAIIOMED &nd youngsr brother of the puld Siuvil MOHAMED EDRA:IN

Genoral Power of Attornuy dated tho 2nd duy of September
1933 and axvceuted ut Botbuy, Agruubud to liim by tho suld

SHAIl MOHAMED EilWH1Li.

AND YHIEREAS the bwyor, Counclllors und durgesses of

]
|
has assumed thiec ofllco of Trustee and acts as sucit under ‘
1
the City of Pietermuritzburg desire to ucquire portion of ’

,the/

‘,'.5'0. - /‘/“ 6)5 C\-'\é/’@

SGFi $AEIB'S DATE OF DEATH CONFIRMED BY THE TITLE DEEDS
OF THE PIETERMARITZBURG MASJID COMPLEX
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Riverside

1. Grave of Hazrath Shah Abdul Aziz Soofie I (RA.) 2nd son of Hazrath Soofie Saheb (R.A.) and Hazrath Shak
Saheb’s Deputy.

2. Grave of Hazrath Hajee Shah Goolam Mohammed Soofie Il Sajuda Nasheen and Khaliah-E-Azam of Hazrath
Shah Saheb (RA.)

3. Grave of Hazrath Shah Mohammed Habib Soofie (R.A.) 5th son of Hazrath Soafie Saheb (R A.) who was
incharge of Soofie Darbar Springfield.

4. Grave of Hazrath Hajee Shah Abdul Kader Soofie (RA.) 3rd son of Hazrath Soofie Saheb (R.A.) who was
incharge of Soofie Darbar - PM. Burg.

5. Grave of Hazrath Hajee Shah Goolam Fareed Soofie (RA.) youngest son of Hazrath Soafie Saheb (R A.) who
was incharge of Soofie Darbar, Overport.

6. Grave of Hazrath Yusuf Ali shah Habibi (RA.) one Khalifah of the Hazrath Soofie Saheb (RA.) who was
incharge of Soofie Darbar Westville.

7. Grave of Hazrath Hifiz Hussain (R A.) one of the sixth Khalifah of Hazrath Soofie Saheb (R.A.)

Hazrath Shah Goolam lafiz Soofie (R A.) 41h son of Hazrath Soofie Saheb (R.A.) is buried in Soofie

Darbar Sharwood.

RIVERSIDE CEMETERY - GRAVES OF SUFI SAHIB'S8 SONS AND
KHULAFA'
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APPENDIX 12

TOMB OF MAWLANA ‘ABD AL-LATIF QADI -
CAPE TOWN
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APPENDIX 13

TOMB OF SUFI SAHIB - RIVERSIDE, DURBAN
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APPENDIX 14

INTERIOR OF THE TOMB OF SHAYKH AHMAD BADSHAH PIR - DURBAN

TOMB OF SHAYKH AHMAD BADSHAH PIR
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APPENDIX 15

TITLE DEEDS OF THE RIVERSIDE, DURBAN PROPERTY
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APPENDIX 16

A PART OF THE LAND SURVEYOR'S (WOODLAND H. JEFFRYES)
REPORT ON THE INVESTIGATION INTO THE SITUATION OF AND
IDENTITY OF THE RIVERSIDE MASJID DATED S DECEMBER 1984
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the situation of Sub 1 of D1 is correctly described as being
on the east of the Remainder of D1 but tge situation of Sub 1
of L1 is incorrectly described as being on the western side
of the Remainder of Ll.

. OBSERVATIONS

1) I am advised that in 1895 a Mosque was built on land
described as Sub L1 and Sub D1, both of Lot 1 No. 1550,
which properties were,in October of the same year, subdivided
into Sub 1 of L1 etc. and the Rem of L1 etc. ‘as well os
Sub 1 of D1 and Rem of Dl.

It is not evident as to the month in which the Mosque was
built, but the survey did take place late in the year, so
it is more than likely that the building was there or under
construction at the time of the survey.

2) My interpretation of the Deed of Transfer 765/1900 is that
Sub 1 of D1 and Sub 1 of L1 were transferred by Narrainien
to Soobier in March 1896 and then in April 1896 to H.S.G.
Mohomed. It was in turn tronsferred to H.S.G. Mahomed Trust
in 1900. The Deed clearly refers to a Mosque thereon.

3) My interpretation of the other Deed dated the lst December
1913, is that Rem of D1l and Rem of L1l was also transferred
by Narrainien and afterwards to others, ending in a transfer
to Abdul Aziz in April 1912, These properties were then
transferred to the Abdul Aziz Trust in 1913. This deed
clearly refers to premises erected on the land.

4) All the evidence of diagrams and deeds, and photographs of
the Mosque,Madrassa, shrine and residence, and information
given on pions, indicate that the existing Mosque is in
fact of the Remainder of L1 and the Remainder of D1 and is
not on the properties described in the 1900 Deed of Transfer.
If the topographical and photographic evidence is to be
believed, then the residence was on Sub 1 of L1 and not on
the property described in the 1913 Deed of Transfer.
The buildings are shown on the attached plan lettered Plan "Y".

5) All but o small portion of the Rem of L1 and the whole of
Sub 1 of L1 were, in 1973, consolidated with other
properties to form Lot Prospect Hall No. 15070. The Mosque
is situate mainly on the Rem of D1 and a small portion on
the Rem of L1, now referred to in the papers as Sub 3 of LIl.
Refer to Plan "I". This plan also shows the current position
of the Subdivisions and Consolidations.

CONCLUSION

We must therefore concur with the statement made by the State
Attorney in his letter to Messrs, Goodrickes dated the 12th
October 1984 insofar as it relotes to the location/situation of
the four properties referred to herein and to Sub 3 of L1, and
the buildings originally and previously situvate thereon.

We can find no evidence to suggest that any of the transferrors
knowingly transferred the incorrect properties or that at any
time did they become aware of the situation.

...........'Ia
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APPENDIX 17

'S LIS

Sorinl Numherk . N Co R At
Coloninl Number ' . (0339
Dnte of Arrival s 1 e 1596
Name of Ship : S.5. UmziNTg xy
P'lnce of PRegistration : GnAzZIpwe
Date of Reogiatration _ : 200 ol - 1§90 i
Number i.ﬁi Regiater o 23 B
Hameo : 'MJH.ON\ED
: Fiythirxy's Name : Eb&h\“\"\ SooF\E
Age : 3G YrY
Sax : IR ':MHLEI .
Cnate : 2 Yhurkey
Diatrict ;' AATNAGIRT
Thanna/Taluqg : SANDAT
Villnge - :__karyan
Hoight ' . fo e
Bodily Marks -
Name of Mext-of-Kin ' : "
Peletions Accoermpraierd e
Small Pox/Vaccinated : VAcciINNT ED
Remarks . ‘ : —
v
Certified a true copy. g _':ETEE{\#:':ME’:};;?’{S
i REGIONAL 1o iTaTive )
} AJEBAGT™"- . TsX x343m
r 19bL ~La- g5
mmerkn"ﬁ;;\;&onmaq
L;;mmﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁiﬁﬁﬁ;;f'

_TQJZQaQ*Qng __________________ -

AEGIDNAYL, REPIESENTATIVE

o ——

<~

COPY OF SHIP'S LIST OF INDIAN IMMIGRANT
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APPENDIX 18

——y——g— .- -

(Act Ne. l ety f

Woomes . m—.ﬂ:-:a-u- [=- =T o

ATIFICATE m omicrt “*‘ |
vtifyy that the person hew’% d(’S(r %d has p ﬁicm evidencs
/'_ r)

m)n Sutisfoction that h en dd\’& iled'in J ata,
) ) “

{Js-‘aiﬁ *“" '

CERTIFICATE OF DOMICILE ISSUED TO SUFI SAHIB ON
16 SEPTEMBER 1898



109

APPENDIX 19

CERTIFICATE OF DOMICILE ISSUED TO §GFE §RHIB ON
21 DECEMBER 1909
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N? 4884 - '
(pe.,...:ﬁ/.‘./.-.-..r)aid.)

Immigraiion Restriction Department.
(ACT No. 20 OF 1903.)

e CERTIFICATE OF DCRICILE.

THIS 1S IO CERIT1EY that the person heremafller described hes produced
evidence to my satislaction tha he has been formerly demicailed or resident in Natal within

the meaning of the Immigration Restriction Act.

1, . f
/
Natiouality......... Mbd/vv ....................... Place of Birth...ﬁ%mnjj.ﬂ .....
Ago..(‘{.(?.fw. ‘ M&kal]elglnt\4~[t6}xn
: : D el - /
Trude or Profession........ Gt et

Issued at the Jmmigration Restriction

Oice, Point, I'ort Nalal,

on. AL L7 ﬁ’}&rﬁm.‘ﬁ.&':{la..a ? : P.I.R. Officer.

left Thuiub Linpression Right Thuish Impiression

“T,__,.-'.o-uv-"!’“‘. -
é{\" 1][‘;.’/’?-!'{."1
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APPENDIX 20

PASSPORT ISSUED TO SUFI SAHIB BY THE ADMINISTRATOR
OF THE COLONY OF NATAL ON 21 JULY 1909



P TR SR
N R ARE VAT I

IS GRANTED TO

_?_H.aj(?-c: Sl’\ﬂ;\ (;OO'C‘IY\ __‘h'_‘,cll'.Ql‘:.f\v?f:’_:-_-_-—_—-—_-—-..'. —

A DBrifish Sulject in this Colony to encbic im

lo Travel in Foreigin Porls.

[
fl 4 /.{)(VQQ__
.&(u‘]
Cxs grvppgere e '--v"""“'""—‘-‘ b
ﬂdnn-nlcl‘;@h}r‘r of the Colouy of Natal,
/¢
e S_L".'.;}_ L--?:-_-—__IQOS’[_-_
t {
C.5.0.—4x.



Hery Bale
3.’ MATTHIR W NALIEY, £ Lentanani-Colonely—Reyul —Jingineers,

Knight Commander of the Most Distinguished Ordor of Saint

. Kinge Counsel, Cehninishalor. P
Michael and Saiut George,/ Governor and Commanuor-m-bln-f‘

in and over the Colony of Natal, Vice-Admiral of the smine,

~

and Supremc Chief over the Native population,

Request in the Lame of Hiz Dritannic Majesty, all those whom it may

concern to a'llowb{cvjee Shalh Goalai. Tmahamed.._

1

.his...wife H,nje o Jatnaln | lwe_soins Geolam .

Hafis and hrahomed Habeelbee. and_one.-

-

dauq"\fev Kl‘\t.’!JCl[‘i TR ST T T T T T T

. travelling in Sndia and arabia e
to PASS I'REELY, and to afford {lén every assistance nnd-

protection of which they may stand in need.

- /(4/Y’\.(,, ’S /'lﬂﬂ .(J', %'(\'L/I.l.'.'./\ ;
Ginen at  Geswannet-—Heousor—Jlistommnvitsborg, in  the

Colony of Natal, the _/__1@,'_6,_/1[\/—_7,_/;3“{.-7( N

: day 07 -r_(_j'ull'j v e 1909 ,‘:\
: : . K«M AG—QL _
Cldnn'lnislfrc.'fnv .
: er.
Signature of the Bearcr:— ’ ¥e _’_{ (_‘ ’ R L
_,/'\ _*_ _,)Js.;‘ O\_/L’) 5.7
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APPENDIX 21

'URS SHARIF CELEBRATION AT THE HABIBIYAH MASJID, RIVERSIDE
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URS SHARIF DURING THE TIME OF SUFI SAHIB
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URS SHARIF OF HADRAT MU'IN AL-DIN CHISHTI AT
RIVERSIDE DURING THE LIFE TIME OF SUFI SAHIB

Urs Sharief of Hazrath Soofie Saheb (R.A.), Riverside, 1916.

14 Januery 1927 — inmates at the Soofie Saheb Orphanage
Note the ‘‘Khastee’’ In the foreground from where sweet Umgenl, Riverside.
rice Is distributed up to this day.
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APPENDIX 22

THE VARIOUS MASAJID ESTABLISHED BY SUFI SAHIB
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Riverside — Durban

Cape Town

Ladysmith — Natal

-

‘h

| u;'nlli!

;".'.q‘- . A o
Butha Buthe — Lesotho




Tongaat — Natal

Overport — Durban

s

Woestville — Durban

Colenso — Natal

46th Cutting — Durban
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APPENDIX 23

THE MAGNIFICENT ARCHWAY THAT DOMINATED THE ENTRANCE OF
THE RIVERSIDE DARGAH

HABIBIYAH SUFI SAHIB COMPLEX - RIVERSIDE
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APPENDIX 24

GROUND PLAN OF THE HABIBIYAH SUFI SAHIB COMPLEX -
RIVERSIDE
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APPENDIX 25

Deed Of Succession

Spiritual Swcestors: Soofie Mohamed Saeed and Soofie
Aldvol Arie were officially appoinred by their father as his two
successors a few days befor e his drath. Below is a given translation
of tha Khilafath (Desd nfSurcessinn)

1. the humble servant, Perr Khawaja Habibi Ali Skah Saant,
President of the Habibia Silsila (Order) and direct Grondson of
Hozrath Khawajallabibi Ali Skahk Saahib Qibla (R A.)ofHyderabad
and Shrine Superior and Trustee of Tomb and Muysjid of the abrve
mentinned Hazrath, sitwated in District Abmad Baag, Katalmand,
Hyderabad City (India);- On this day dated 1 2th Rabiul Awwal 1398
A 11.20th February, 1978 A C. Mondayannounce 1o all Mo eadsand
devnieas and adherents of Silsila Habibia that my Grandfather's,
Hazrath Khwaja Habib Ali Shah (R A.) of Deccan Quich of Kokan,
Chisti, Qaderi, Hafiz, SWlaimani, Noori, Fakhri (RA J's River of
spiritual bounty has not only been confined ia Hyderabad India but
veached the border of Pasawar, Sabrwaar, Teheran, Khurassan,
Middle Fast and Africa.

In Africa the Propagation and Circulation of Silsila Habihia
was cenducted fully by Hazrath Seofie Shah Goonlam Mohomad
Siddigi Habibil (R A.) (Khalifa of my Grandfather (RA ) Praise be

1o Allah

After him his eldest son Marrath Soofie Shah Mahamed
It ahim Siddigi Habibi (R A.) aot withstanding the distance frem tha
Sultamul Mind Carib Nawaar Khwajs Moinudeen Ajmeri (R.A.)

chosa 1o live in Ajmer Sharief, India. As is tha case 1hat on Mt
Taragar from far distance hix beautiful yellow dome poinis eut bis
connsction with Silsila Habibic. Dring his stay in Ajmer Sharief,
[follewing my advice he presented his Nephow Scofie Shah Goolam
Mohamed Siddiqi Habibi 1l (R A ), the son of the Soofia Shah Abdul
Aziz Siddigi Habibi (RA ). A properly written Kalifath Nama in
whick ke had appointed hisnephawasthe shrine superice and iruwse
of tha Tomb of Soofie Shah Goolammohamed Siddiqi Hab i [ (RA ),
sitnated in Umgeni, Seuth Afiica and Tomb of Hozrath Badvha Pear
(RA) and also instructed him 1o continue receiving education and
gidance from me and regard the service of the Head Quarters
Astama Horrath Khwaja Habib Ali Shah (RA) sitated in
Hydarabad as his first and foremnst duty. This historical Khilafath
Nama Hazreth Sonfie Shak Mebamed Ty ahim Siddigi Habibi (R.A )
wrote in my presence during the Urs Sharief of Harrath Khwajr
Garib Nawaasz (R.A.) in the Dargah Sharief on the 6th Rajab 1374
A 1e not only signed the Deed of Su. cassion but also chained ry
siganture.

Soofie Shah Goolam Mohamed Habibi ll (R A.) has appainted
Aix eldest som Soofie Shah Mobamed Saced Hakibi as the Tomb
Superior during his life throvgh nty office and also presant the
Khilafath to his second son Soofia Shah Abdul Aziz Habibi Il. But the
Will of Alloh was otherwise. He passed away befora accomplishing
the festiwma] of succession

{1 is tha ardar of Allah Taala. Certainly Allah orders you to
hand aver the entrusted io its rightful owners So now, according to
the wishes and ambhitions of Soofie Shah Goolam Mohamad labibi 11
(R A )1,acting inmy capacity as President of Silsita Habibia Hereby
apyoint his elde st son Sanfie Shah Mokamsd Saeed Habibi as Snjada
Nasheen and Trustee of -

1. KHANQAIT HARIBIA
2 TOMD OF NAZRATH SOOFIESAHER (RA)

3. TOMR OF HAZRATH BADSHA PEER (RA ).

And empower him 16 oMain Baiat (Pirdge) in the Chistia and
Qadiria Silsila ((rder), organise and propagate the Silcila Baside
this ] have also blessed his brother Soofie Shak Ahdul Aziz I] with the
Khilafath of Silvila Habibia, Chistia and Qadiria so that both these
brothers can continug sarving Siisila Habibia, Chistia and Qodiria in
the form of accepting Bawat, Propagation Ciculatinn, and Langar till
tha day of Hashr (Juigemans) Amsen.

I et it mot remviin a secret that | olse 20 ysars ago ~n the Sth
Zilhaj 1375 A M. 14th July, 1956 (dwing the Urs Sharief) have

appeointed my eldest son Peer llafiz Ponrha Habibi as the Saivda

Na:k_un afd trustee of my Grandfather’s Tamb. As a result | smphasize ta these 2 Soofie brother s, may Allah safe guard tham that afterma they should
raceive gyidance from I’u.r Hafiz Faasha Habibi the Sajada Nasheen and Tiustee. I pray t\al thesa brothars continue according 1o the tradition of our
ancient eldsr s, Urs gathering, Majnalis and Rhatam on pecified dates. May the spiritual bounsy and propagation of the Silsila etermlly_Itis encsonbent
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Jor all connectad 1o Silsila Habibia, residing in Africa to adhera closaly kait themselves with thase two Soofie brothers.

Well Wisher:-

Peer A'h'mrjn Hahib Ali Shak Sani, Sajada Nasheen adn Trusire Der gah Harrath Khwaja Hahib Ali Shah Qibla (R.A )
Sitwated Mehalla Ahmied Raag, K atalmand;, 0)d Hydsrakat Ciry, India.

Witress -

FerrHafoy Paadka Halih pldest s mand cuceecvs of Harrath Peor Khwaja Halib Ali Shak Sani - Saprda Nacheen.

MUHAMMAD SA'ID SUFI'S APPOINTMENT AS SAJJADAH NASHIN
OF THFE. HABIBIYAH SUFI SAHIB DARGAH - RIVERSIDE
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APPENDIX 26

TR

A new concrete dome was also placed on the extended
Musjid of Hazrath Soofle Saheb (R.A.) at Riverside, 1988.

HABEBIYAH SGF—I- SAHIB MASJID - RIVERSIDE
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APPENDIX 27

Interior and Exterior Features of the
‘Renovated Mazaar Sharief, Riverside, Durban

iy -
by
I-_"

RENOVATED TOMB OF SUFI SAHIB — RIVERSIDE - 1988
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APPENDIX 28

- ._ . . M S i . . &
The New Dome being placed on the Mazaer of
Hazrath Soofie Saheb on 7 August 1986

THE CHANGING FACE OF THE TOMB OF SUFI SAHIB

SUFI ‘S;\'}'-lIB ARCHIVES, MUSEUM AND LIBRARY - RIVERSIDE
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APPENDIX 29

\:

-

Some of the personal effects of Hazrath Soofie Saheb (R.A.)

Sword which was presented to Hazrath Soofie Saheb (R.A.) in early 1900
by the visiting Sultan of Zanziba

",

RELICS OF SUFI SAHIB
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APPENDIX 30

SUFI §KHEB BADSHAH PIR COMPLEX — KENVILLE, DURBAN
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MASJ1D - KENVILLE

JAMA'AT KHANA — KENVILLE — 1952
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Orphanage - Kenville

Nursery - Kenville
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APPENDIX 31

SUFI SKﬁIB'COHPLEX ~ SPRINGFIELD, DURBAN
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Musijid-e-Soofia:—
Springfield:
Through the years.....

1935
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1956



136

1978

1984
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1990

1990
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APPENDIX 32

- - -

SUFI SAHIB COMPLEX - EAST STREET, PIETERMARITZBURG
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DEED OF TRANSFER - EAST STREET, PLETERMARITZBURG MASJID

YL ">7_/ 709 - AL
L TEwTLT. .f_=--—-‘——"—r"— M[/._‘/(
2%

Deed of I man@ﬁ“gm

- . BY VIRTUE OF POWER OF ATTORNEY.

N

L Aty TS T T

'(‘ A N
.\- .

| ;'nuw all @¥en whom if nurL ) CONCLIT:

Shal Poual BAward Cones Sruer ,\-q’,,t,.” x ;Z
k Canudake MGW\

appuired hefore me, Registrar of Deeds for the Colony of Natal, He, the said -
Appearer, bring duly authorised therelo by Special Power ol Altorney granted lg'

1]
him by UAJEE SHall GOOLAL UAHOLED of Lowor Umgoni, Colony of Nntinl,
. . . H
I 0.
wuhomaden iricat, : '

,_A;/ﬁ- L7041 i ]

GETNA™S s el PR 144 Jnan
TRANIS r o \ r\ 5 ottt L.".u» ..........................

e " (_'/'An M.r {w /,4:»/«27 .
.............. -.//'Z._A_._..---.--f:;r;!:l‘l‘:ﬂcr L \' - Osn(. ye:

A, 2o B FIVE IS P Tt ——
.
\
\

ry n
Livslzhar of Deede,

\
\
\

e \(i al—t-.:l‘lhc 11th day ol Aupust in the Year
.v
ol OUI Lord One Thousand Nine Hundred and Nipe [

'md drawn up at Darban in the presence of and

~

\'crlilic(l by c competent Wilness " which Power of Alloiney was

L‘.xluhnh.cl 10 ineon s d.xy ; and tie Appcarer declared that his Principal lhc said Fy" J
. NASEE "SHAH GOOLAM MAHOUED - B i

i ey and - lL;,.lII)qul, and that Ile, the said Appéarer m_lns capacxly s

Allorney to the said  IIAJEE SHAH GOULAL MATIOLED _ : (“"{*
1

- alid by these presents cede and transfer, in full and free property to and on behall of

Liediip SHAR GOGLAA MAIOMED in trust for “tho uoes of tho Mahomodan

Roligisn, ais Successors in Office or Assigns, o cortadn ploco
D e
EN I ' HriesydExconoreoAdininistrodnrsarx ssignse
vl ~
# My - - .
TR WitV e GEDES UITG.REK,
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& e e

. ~ev ol land in extent 2 ecres, O roods ond 19,4 perches, being
/T\""‘L.luol of ihe Lot to. 254 of tie LTovn Lunds of Plotermaritz- .
-'.-, . Colony of Natul, Dounded N.¥. by a continuation of Lonpmarket
‘iieei; G.F. by tho portion a.b.c.d. of tho void Lot ; S.W. by -
: ::'r~et tas otherwiso by a rcserve of ten feet on tho bnnk:l of ¢~
.’.h\ s.mnent sbretm, oc will mora fully oppear from the disgram ennexaed
e :.'.:cx beed of Tranusfer of seid Lot 254 in fovour of Bdword Owen |

.G 256%h iwy, 1677, and to two cubacquent Doods of Tranafor tho
ceiter of waich io in favour of Appooror'c Principal ond datod

:enly herovith.

“his Stronsfer 1o poczced subjeet to tho conditions con-
wuinzd in the Origincl Doed of Gront of tho said Town Lands co {or
L onsw wppliceble, and to tho following special conditiono -

Zho lond and the proccads thorcof shall be oxclusively
;;-....\ for chavritoble purposes approved by ond according to the Tenoto
wd the Gunt Mehonmeduaa Faith.,  The contrcl of tho proceeds from tho
e td land shall vost in tho hands of the said HAJEE SlIAII GOGLAR -
i.491CHED end his Succesoors in Of{ico who zhnll be cntitlod to livo-
«n the premises crcctod on the suid doco of lond and to mointain
ux.olf or ticrzelvaa ont of the aforesoid procecodz.  On the death
o0 e ool aildanin GHAN GOOLAL BAIRGIED the offico of Trnstco shall
2e.cand to his clicst mulo ircun cnd tho malo descendents of cuch
tvoand i the event of the dezce:dunts of tho oldest malo izcuo-
2 acil HAJEE SUA GOOLAU AIKGMED boing oxhaousted the Of fico of
suze chell doscend to tho person or perscns from tine to timo
- tictoil end mrpointed by a mejority of tho Suni Mahomedans rosiding

-tiinoa tarce nile radius of tha sald piece of lend - provided

cwor tawt tac cloctors shall not be entitled to oloct cn outaider
< Lao il doscondimuag of tho suid NAJEE SHAR GCOL 1 UAIGMED ero

R
~ area o R -0

Algo appcarod before no, Nozictrar of Dacds, tho aaid

vrer wo, 8cting undor Powor of Attorncy datod tho 11th day of
2% 1009 cranted to him by tho said NAJEE SHAN GOOLAM LAIGNIED, did
Cleen on !uJ behelf ¢5 heve cecepted, ad ho doth hmchv -accept, the’
ool vite vroparis by SLla Locd g ’

- LI
5 trensleril In oo

Ulherefore the Appearer, the said . .,
. N . N . -t e
renouncing ol the Right and Title which his Principal heretofore had lo- the™*°

4

i1cmises, on behalf as aforesaid, did in consequence also acknowledge the said .

HAJEE GHAR GOOLALI MAHOMED S

v

fu be entirely dispossesssed of and disentitled fo the same ; and lhut by virtuc " :

ol lhese Presents the said HAJEE SHAIl GOOLAY UNlOMED m tmat og nforo-

Ll g ) —— - ?'
IS5 132 80 mpoases gt 1y (Y,
e e ,.LL.,_L';‘ n . &h"‘n Sl],_l.n.Y . - rw
—— A8 O EESEEEIS

-
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B et X T AT

i —
Successors in 0ffico o Rsb..ﬁf[[mnfs UHBLREIK

his  lobsplisoculoesg Adininisirators or _Assigns! now dgT =

"and henceforth shall be entitled therelo, conformably to local Custom ; morcover

promising lo Free and Warrant the Property thus seld aud transferred, as

‘ -nls;; lo clear it from all Encumbrances and Hypothecations, according lo the

_,.l.nws respeeting the  purchase and  sale of 'L:mdcd Property, Government
. i|'0\\'cvcr rescrving ils  rights; and Noally acknowledging  hie—Prinetpal—io
: '::Wuﬁd—twwem—%hmyﬁmmmﬁng—h—mw

tho. value of tho soid lond to bo tho oum of TVWO HUNDRED AID
ULl FIVE FOUNDS (£225) STERLING. /

in Ulltness Wheweof, I the said Registrar, together with the Appearer, q.ﬁ'

liave subscribed these presents. ,

J

Thus done and exccnted at the Office of the Regisivar of
Deeds at l'icl?y_uarilzbuyg, in the Colony of Natul on

the 30 = . duy of the Month of W
in the year of vnr Lord One Thousand Nine fundred

and Hino.

o VGG i 4

Iy goeseree,

!

" (Leln Y recisTra 4.(/

Repisteved DPersonal l|’|‘.:;|'slcr...

Ja M Iolio 893 ’

LoD Regiztered P'roperty Register,, \ ’
S el E L Folie [077.° X
e By 1077 /
‘ - ( ‘7.1.)0'7_ (\‘:\ /1
. A necisTrad dr oftos
Dyepared by .
. A 3
. CALDER A WJ\LDER, " '3
e Solici/l,fs, {sfaries Pullic and Conveyancers, -—;("\{
h

Durban, Nalal.

i
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An derial view of the extended and renovated Habibia Soofie Musjid
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