RURAL WOMEN’S

PROTESTS

IN NATAL IN

1959




THESIS

Submitted in partial fulfilment of the requirements for the
Degree of Master of Arts (Gender Studies) of the University
of Natal — Durban Campus.

By
Radhie Pillay
Date: 18 November 1999



Declaration of originality:

| declare that this dissertation is my own work and that all
sources

| have used or quoted have been indicated or acknowledged
by means of completed references.

By
Radhie Pillay
Date: 18 November 1999



DEDICATION

This thesis is dedicated to: Firstly my children
ROWEENA & LARUSHIN

Who have been a source of inspiration to me in my study, and who, it
is hoped, will grow and develop into gender sensitive individuals.

Secondly, to the women whose courage inspired the writing of this
thesis.



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

The writer wishes to record her indebtedness to the following individuals:

>

VVVVVVVY \% A7

v

Dr H.Hughes, for her invaluable guidance and advice in the supervision of
this dissertation.

My parents, Eddie & Thila Nayagar, for their support and love when |, at
times, felt | had reached the end of my tether.

My husband, Ravi, for his patience and encouragement without which this
study would not have been possible.

Dingane, Nellie and Bobbie at Killie Campbell Africana Library.

Deborah, at the Alan Paton Centre, Pietermaritzburg.

Staff at the Natal Newspapers archive.

Staff at Don Afrikaaner library.

Staff at U.D.W. Documentation Centre.

Mohau, Wayne and Paul Titchman of the Courthouse Museum, Durban.
Sibongenseni Mkhize of the museum in Pietermaritzburg.

The principal, Dr V. Naidoo, and the Governing Body of Isipingo Secondary
for supporting me in my endeavours.

Dorky Mhlambo, from Prince Misheyini Memorial hospital, and a host of other
social workers who tried their level best to help with the setting up of
interviews.

As well as a host of friends and relatives who motivated and inspired me all
the way.



ABSTRACT

In the 1950s, apartheid policies in the Natal countryside served to oppress the
majority of African women more than they had ever been before. Yet ironically, it
was their being ‘left behind’ by the system of migrant labour that goaded them
into taking overt action against their condition in 1959. The aim of this mini-
dissertation is to trace and explain their struggle against “grand apartheid”.
These women were a force to be reckoned with, and the government of the day

felt temporarily threatened by their actions.

This study vehemently rejects the misconception that the African women of the
rural areas of Natal were docile, slave-like individuals, who placidly accepted
their position. The protest marches in the 1950’s, more especially 1959, proved
African women to be strong-willed and determined to succeed against all odds.
These women emerge as anything but placid and docile. History has shown us
that women'’s oppression is not simply a matter of equal rights or discrimination
under the law. African women struggled to be recognised as human beings, no

different from any other race.

In the early 1950's African women, in most parts of South Africa, became more
politically active. They played a significant role in the 1952 Defiance Campaign.
Shortly after that a * Women’s Charter “ was adopted. It sought the liberation of
all people, the common society of men and women. It took women like Lilian
Ngoyi, who made history in 1956 by leading 20 000 women to the Union
Buildings in Pretoria in protest against passes for women, to ignite rolling mass
action in the various Provinces.

This thesis tells of the contemporary struggle of African women in the 1950's,

more especially 1959, in Natal. This is a tribute to the countless African women



who have made courageous sacrifices in order for change. It is through their
radical and somewhat aggressive stance that we have a lot to be thankful for
today. We must be mindful of the fact that in the Apartheid era the law itself was
used to oppress people. In our new-found democracy it is pleasing to note that
the law is somewhat gender sensitive, so that it does not discriminate against

men or women in its application.

Many of us who research African women are mere observers, who digest what
we read, hear and see. Many of us do not understand the complex African way
of life. We tend to employ Eurocentric theories and assumptions, which instead
serve as a handicap. Thus the African woman is seen as a victim of the African
male, and of traditional customs and practices. We fail to see that African
women did from the outset, have varying degrees of economic independence,
and that colonialism was responsible for depriving African women of their
political as well as economic status. These women can claim a degree of
triumph in that in the wake of the mass protest action, it took the government

years to implement its policy of passes for women.
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

“ Feminism as a political movement has organised and mobilised women to
struggle for change, it has sought to lobby for policies and changes to laws
that reflect this understanding of the need for gender sensitivity and
awareness in all social, political and economic life, and it has, more recently,
attempted to, itself recognise the fundamental relationship between race, class
and gender. In so doing, it also recognises that no single theory can explain
the oppression and subjectivities of race, class and gender. * (C.Swart,1990:
p.94)

in the South African context, not all women are oppressed equally: there are
different levels of oppression depending on race and class. Many high
powered African women hold the view that they are Africans before they are
women. Hence many African women argue that most of their priorities are
different from those of white feminists. One cannot doubt that in Africa the
energies of both the men and the women are needed to eradicate such

obstacles as imperialism, racism, as well as class and sexual oppression.

History reveals that during the Second World War, 1939 - 1945, large
numbers of African men and women made their way to the cities in response
to accelerated industrialisation. Life in the city appeared to be more appealing
and lucrative. After 1948, the Nationalist government’s policy of apartheid tried
to reverse this flow of people by declaring urban workers ‘temporary
sojourners’ and sending both men and women back to the rural areas. It
tightened up pass laws for men, and by 1952 it decided that pass laws were

also necessary for women. Passes were seen as a means of control over



where African people worked and lived. The Nationalist government feared
that the influx into urban areas would mean overcrowding, unemployment and
an increase in crime. African people posed a very real threat to white workers,
for they were prepared to work for a wage which was by far less than that
demanded by white workers (Liberal Party papers on Economic Policy:P.C.
2/9series).

It was for this reason that African people were now taking over jobs that were
once white dominated. Another important factor was that farmers and white
households who paid their workers a pittance, could not compete with the
lucrative wage offered by industry (see appendix 1). This led to a dire shortage
of labour on the farms. It was for these reasons that passes were looked upon
as a solution. Passes ensured that workers could be controlled and compelled
to go to places where their services were needed. The threat to force women
to carry passes led to the huge woman’s anti — pass campaigns of the 1950s.
The fact that rural women made this heroic stand and took to the streets
startled most people. Nobody expected rural women to play an active role in
politics. It was something expected of women living in urban areas only. In the
rural areas the burden of all agricultural work was falling on the already leaden
shoulders of the women. Starting in the 1950’s the reserves, restyled *
Bantustans “, were also restructured to serve a crucial political control
function. Apartheid as control, was most forcibly felt by African women in the
form of influx control and pass laws. These served to make women aware of
their oppression as Africans and as women, hence a decade of militant and
sustained protest amongst them. Politically, the late 1950’s was a turbulent
period. There was unprecedented mass political action by African people. It
was the women who retaliated in a most vociferous manner. All of the regions
where the 1959 revolts by women were recorded, were in fact recorded in the

Natal Province. There were none recorded north of the Tugela ( in what was



Zululand ). Furthermore, this thesis ends before the Bantustans were actually
created, and thus “ KwaZulu “ as a nominal homeland, while on the horizon, is
not part of the time-frame of this work. For these reasons | would use the

appropriate contemporary designation “ Natal “.

Women were seen by older African men, as well as by women themselves, as
the reproducers and socialisers of children, their sole responsibility was caring
for the family. The migrant labour system was responsible for the rural areas
being predominantly female. Economic deprivation and a threat to traditional
patterns of life posed a major problem to women especially. In the rural areas
the woman’s supportive and domestic role helped reinforce her subordinate
status, hence the surprise when women in the rural areas took their lead from
their urban counterparts. The authorities were not prepared for the huge wave

of unrest and demonstrations that it set-off through out the province.

In 1955 it was announced by the then Minister of Native Affairs that African
women would have to carry pass books for the first time, effective from
January 1956. This tyrannical extension to women of the oppressive pass laws
provoked nationwide demonstrations. Two National women's organisations
helped strategise the campaign — the A.N.C. Women's League, founded in
1943, and the nonracial Federation of South African women (Fedsaw),
founded in 1954. Women remained involved in the anti — pass campaigns until
these ended in the Sharpeville Massacre on 21% of March 1960. The A.N.C.
and P.A.C. were banned, and Fedsaw had its leaders restricted. On 1* of
February 1963, the power of the state defeated the women, all African women
were compelled to carry passes. What we must remember, however, is that
the women had not given in easily. They were by no means meek, for it had

taken the government nearly ten years to enforce its policy. Furthermore, out



in the rural areas retaliation against cattie dipping and dipping tanks ensued in
1959. The women in the rural areas had in fact caught the authorities
unawares and demonstrated to them that they were a force to be reckoned
with. However, the role played by rural women against policies that affected
and threatened to interrupt their tradition, social life and economic power, is a

very neglected area of study.



CHAPTER 2 :
CHRONICLING THE REVOLTS

In early August of 1959, many reserve areas of Natal flared in revolt, and the
main participants were women. Initially, dipping tanks were the target of their
anger, but soon they were massing outside magistrates’ courts, destroying
identity papers and threatening agricultural extension officers. At first the
women's actions seemed spontaneous and disorderly; only towards the middle
of August did they become more determinedly organised. By the end of August

calm had returned.

What caused this outburst - extraordinary in the light of the supposed ‘docility’
and ‘obedience’ of rural women? The scale of involvement is significant: some
20 000 women were involved, and the total amount collected in fines across
the province was nearly £20 000. (Walker 1982: 232) In the previous month,
July 1959, urban women had initiated their own mass protests in the region
against municipal beer monopolies ; the storm centre of these protests was
the largest urban informal settlement in the province, Cato Manor. Cato Manor
was unplanned, and as a result of its spontaneous creation far less controlled
and policed than any of the townships set up as a result of government
planning. Because of this freedom Cato Manor was a haven for all those who
were illegally in the urban areas, or whose livelihood contravened the
multitude of rules and regulations governing the lives of Africans. The sense of
freedom so characteristic of it meant that at weekends and holidays it was a
central meeting-place; over weekends the population of Cato Manor almost
doubled, many visitors being rural dwellers (Yawitch 1977:1). Given both the
nature of urbanisation in Natal and the muitiple ways in which town and
countryside were linked (discussed in the following chapter), an obvious

question to ask is whether these urban and rural protests were related in any
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way. This chapter will examine what the available literature has to say. Since
there is so much more material on Cato Manor, this survey begins with the

urban end of the continuum.

Cato Manor was generally considered by the authorities to be overcrowded,
unhygienic and crime-ridden, in short a slum which they were trying to get rid
of. Many women who left the rural areas of Natal, found a home in Cato
Manor. Women formed a large percentage of the “illegal“ population who
were threatened by the removals. Few women living in this area had legal
employment or official permission to be in the urban area of Durban
(Walker1982 :231) Cato Manor was famous for its shebeens and shebeen
queens, for women living in the area were able to generate an income by
engaging in illicit beer-brewing. It is therefore little wonder why women in Cato
Manor especially, poignantly resisted the laws that made beer-brewing illegal
and demonstrated their defiance against Municipal beerhalis. It was evident
that all intentions by the National Party government to restructure African
urban life was strongly contested by the people. Central to these plans was a
desire to increase the capitalisation of inner city land by clearing it of African
people and allowing white ownership and residence (Mabin 1992). In early
1959 the Municipality not only issued pass books and yielded freely to influx
control raids, but it also engaged in shack demolition and mass removals.
These factors were responsible for the underlying tension that was brewing in

the people of Cato Manor.

This literature survey shall focus on what the following authors have to say
about the protest action of women more especially in 1959, in both urban and
rural areas, not only in Natal but throughout South Africa: Walker, Yawitch,
Ladlau, Bazilli, Hafkin and Bay, Wells and Edwards.

When placing this thesis in context one needs to be mindful of the

circumstances facing African women. Hafkin and Bay (1976) endorse the view
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that in Africa, the economic independence of women is less a mark of privilege
than a matter of necessity; women take responsibility for their economic well-
being because they must, in the same sense that Western men traditionally
accept “natural® economic responsibilities for themselves and their families.
From such evidence | was able to get a sense of the kind of life that prevailed
in South Africa before colonisation. This insight made it quite safe to assume
that colonial impact far from liberating African women, actually diminished the
prerogatives and rights they formerly enjoyed. They had lost political as well
as economic status under colonialism. When they introduced their systems of
colonial rule, Europeans failed to see that African women had political roles
and institutions in their societies. There is consensus of this from Walker
(1982), Wells (1993), Ladlau (1975) and Yawitch (1977). The apartheid

policies implemented, aggravated the situation that prevailed in the late 1950s.

Wells (1993) also cites this as being one of the major reasons why during the
1950s, African women in other urban and rural centres continued to
demonstrate their militancy and willingness to go beyond strictly constitutional
forms of protest. In both Lady Selborn, near Pretoria, and Cato Manor, near
Durban, when women’'s passes became linked with rehousing schemes,
doubling the threat to unqualified women, strong resistence was met with
excessive police force, resulting in numerous deaths and injuries. Ladlau
(19795), brings in the rural dimension by focusing on the fact that in rural Natal,
forced cattle-dipping schemes imposed at the same time as the introduction of
women’s passes, triggered an explosion of bitter resistance. At this point one
can include the many other burdens that were placed upon rural women, which
is the main focus of this thesis.

Yet, nobody was prepared for the outburst when it came, they were less
prepared for the huge wave of unrest and demonstrations it set off throughout

the province. Police raids on illicit beer-brewing and shebeens in Cato Manor



provided the spark (Walker 1982:231). The women were successful in
preventing their men from supporting Municipal beerhalls. Initially these
protests were confined to the urban areas, and later spilled over into the rural
areas. A closer look at the factors responsible for the discontent in both areas
reveal that the women, collectively, were demonstrating on common ground —
their social and economic disempowerment! Walker (1982) and Yawitch
(1977), viewed Cato Manor as the catalyst that provided rural women with a
model for their own demonstrations and protests . They also agree that the
ease with which the unrest spread was facilitated by the geographical situation

in Natal, where town and reserves are in close contact.

Despite the protests by women in the rural areas being a crucial part of our
history in Natal , it is a period which has been neglected by social scientists
and historians . Apart from the first quite comprehensive works of Ladlau
(1975) and Yawitch (1977) which helped me immensely in understanding the
ethos that prevailed in the rural areas in the period in question, | found that
many of the other researchers have, however, only made mention of the rural
protests in the course of their analysis of urban protests. There is no doubt
that urban protests in the late 1950s have been the centre of focus, and the
available literature by Walker (1982), Edwards (1994), Wells (1993) and
Bazilli (1991) bears testimony to this.

Edwards’s work presents a very detailed account of the social composition of
Mkhumbane (Cato Manor) for the first time. This | found to be very helpful in
putting the rural protests in perspective. However, one does need to be
mindful of the fact that the contemporaneous rural protests ought to take its
rightful place in history too, for the 1950s was a decade in which concerted
attempts were being made to implement ‘grand’ apartheid policy in rural areas.
Massive removals in terms of the Group Areas Act got under way in the mid-
1950s. These were the first large- scale removals to be caused by apartheid.
(Platzky and Walker 1985: 99). Just as the women in Cato Manor had attacked



the most obvious manifestation of their discontent- the beerhalls, so too did
the women in the rural areas attack the dipping tanks. The reasons for this are
related to the Betterment Schemes and the profound effect they had on rural
life (Yawitch 1977: 6). In both instances women reacted against legislation that
would have led to the disruption of their traditional social and economic
system. One finds that although Yawitch (1977) and Ladlau (1975), did focus
on the contemporaneous rural protests, they fail to provide a detailed account
of events which depict the quick pace of the protest action and the support it
received in terms of numbers ; together with the names of the various places
affected on any given day. | firmly believe that these encapsulate the thrust of
the struggle, for women, despite the constraints that were meant to handicap

them, showed their strength in numbers.

In the light of the rural protests having been subjected to neglect, | had to rely
on primary sources for my information . Though | found this area of research
most fascinating , | experienced a number of problems in locating good
sources with regard to rural protests in the late 1950s. Existing records are
vague and tend to either ignore or underplay the crux of the protest marches
undertaken by women. Furthermore, as Hooks (1981) points out, that quite
often material available omit to acknowledge the fact that African women were
placed in a double bind; to support women’s suffrage would imply that they
were allying themselves with white women activists who had publicly revealed
their racism, but to support only African male suffrage was to endorse a
patriachal social order that would grant them no political voice. Although
Hooks focuses on Black American women and men, given the circumstances
in which African women find themselves one can see more broadly that Black
women in the world in general have been caught in this “ double bind “.

These are the types of sources used for this study, together with their
limitations:



a. Participants:

None of the participants in the rural resistance campaign was interviewed
by the press, nor were there any diaries or letters | could lay my hands on.
They speak mainly through their actions, which were reported in the press
at the time. As well as through papers kept in files belonging to the Liberal
Party, Bourquin, Laviopierre, the A.N.C. and the court.

b.Newspapers:

The microfilm of the newspapers mentioned in the bibliography, was of
poor quality. This made reading very difficult, with the result | had to make
arrangements to have hard copies at my disposal. These revealed that the
lllanga newspaper did not give very detailed coverage, and seemed to
have relied on white owned press for a description of the events. The
editorials did however comment on the political importance of the actions of

the women.

The Mercury and Daily Newspapers gave detailed eye witness accounts of
the protest by women in the rural areas. But the women were often
portrayed as “agitators” who were very destructive and irrational. The
reports, most often, failed to examine or focus on the underlying factors

that were responsible for this reaction from women.
c. Municipal Records:

It is also evident that local officials refused to deal with the protesting
women directly. Instead, they tried to convince African men that they
should control their womenfolk. There is no doubt that most officials saw

the women as being undisciplined, rather than as having real grievances.



d. Interviews :

With the help of Dorky Mhlambo, a social worker from Prince Mshiyeni
Memorial hospital in Umlazi, | tried to form a network with the following
hospitals: Port Shepstone, C.J. Crooks, King Edward Vil and McCord. This,
unfortunately, proved to be a futile effort, for the patients we were able to
locate were too old and in every instance lost their trend of thought and

digressed.

It is perhaps, for these reasons too, that social scientists and historians have
somewhat marginalised the rural protests by being, in a way, silent on them. |
did experience difficulty in locating material. In the course of my research |
found the works of Walker, Yawitch, Wells, Edwards and Bazilli very useful, in
that they helped me gain a perspective of the 1950s, more especially, the late
1950s, which was crucial to this study.
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CHAPTER 3:

THE SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC CONTEXT

By the 1950s, land shortage meant chronic poverty for many in the reserves.
On their own, women had very little leeway in dealing with such a situation.
Customary law treated them as perpetual minors, which meant that they were
unable to make any decision, in person or in writing, without the permission of
their legally recognised, male, guardians. Even if children were starving,
women were not allowed to sell the family cattle for food, neither were they at
liberty to admit ill children to hospital. Furthermore, should a husband die, a
woman'’s position on the reserve was even further threatened. A widow was
rarely allocated land of her own, as homestead property was inherited by
males only, and if she had no adult son, then a male relative of the deceased
acted as guardian and assumed the rights of husband. It was extremely
difficult for an older woman to resist such social pressures. It seems as if this
was one of the reasons that prompted a number of older women to take an

active part in protests when they flared in the rural areas of Natal. (Bourquin:
KCM 55268)

Life in the rural areas was becoming unbearable for women in general. The
migratory labour practice brought with it a great deal of discomfort for women
living here. They now had to bear more and more the brunt of the domestic
economy. In traditional polygamous society each wife was entitled to her own
living, cooking and store huts, and to gardens for cultivation. She and her
children had the support of her husband and kin, to provide her with social
status, and to assist in the more onerous tasks when needed. Men moving into
the urban areas brought a distinct break down of this structure. There is no
doubt that with migratory labour the responsibilities of men lessened and that
of women increased.

12



What follows suggests, very strongly, that the Betterment or Closer Settlement
schemes that were created by Proclamation 116 of 1949 were, in very large
measure, the reason behind rural women’s militancy. There is every indication
that the Betterment scheme was being tried in the areas later on most affected
by the revolt. This in itself suggests that the rural protests were not merely a
spill over of urban action, but rather a reaction to policies that were to have far
reaching consequences on the lives of the women more especially, in the rural
areas. This scheme was implemented by the government in an attempt to
improve methods of crop production, land usage and animal farming in
overcrowded and eroded African rural areas - a deterioration due precisely to
segregationist and then apartheid land policies. By the mid-1950s, these
policies were in clear need of modernisation if people were to be contained

within the reserves.

This scheme meant a severe disruption to land use systems in the coastal
reserves, where settlement patterns and land use had previously been
organised around each homestead. Each village area was to be divided into
three parts by government officials: one for grazing, one for crop production
and one for residential purposes (Tomlinson Commission). Land was now to
be allocated to the head of each family, and not to the wife, as had been

practice in the past.

It appeared as if the women were the primary targets of the Betterment
scheme, since most men were out working in urban areas, and Betterment
entailed a far greater degree of bureaucratic interference in, and proscription
of, daily domestic decision-making processes. In terms of Betterment, it
became necessary to relocate people, a move which was resisted because
traditional social/domestic units were being replaced by unfamiliar, larger,

more concentrated residential units. There would now be a far greater

13



separation between agricultural and domestic labour, as fields would now be
much further from homes. The scheme also made compulsory the growing of a
stipulated minimum amount of vegetables, in addition to maize. Also because
of the absence of men, enforced afforestation and fire-break construction fell
squarely on the shoulders of the women. These activities had to be

undertaken without any monetary reward.

Also in pursuit of the governments’ aim of stabilising the reserves, the number
of cattle had to be reduced, according to ‘scientific’ quotas. Cattle culling
struck at the very foundations of the rural social and economic order. Cattle
symbolised wealth and provided a source of /lobola. People were instructed to
present their cattle to government officials for assessment, and then for
culling. African people, with reason, ignored these orders (Yawitch 1977:7). In
response, officials then set up a system whereby cattle were assessed when
they were brought to be dipped. Dipping was compulsory once a fortnight,
possibly to prevent the spread of diseases since the division of the reserves.
People who did not bring their cattle were fined 5 £ per head. There were deep
reservations about the dipping of the cattle in government- controlied tanks,
even before dipping was linked to culling. People were of the opinion that it
was responsible for the poor condition of their cattie and that it made their
bulls impotent. To complicate matters, they came to believe that if they did not
willingly allow their cattle to be culled, their cattle would be poisoned during
the dipping process (Yawitch 1977).

Furthermore there was a sudden, unexplained decision to compel women to fill
the tanks without any monetary gain to them (Natal Mercury 1959). Women
were already burdened with the social and economic pressures of rural life.
They became militant and aggressive because this was heavy and exhausting
labour. It was therefore little wonder why women in the rural areas chose the
dipping tanks as their main target of attack. It is very clear that the

implementation of the Betterment scheme on rural women led to a profound
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social dislocation and it brought with it economic distress. It was therefore that
rural women followed the example set by women in the urban areas, and took
to the fields in protest. They took out their anger on the very structures that

posed a threat to their way of life.

Also in 1959 came the decision to raise poll tax paid by all adult males from 1
£ to 1 £ and 15 shillings with an additional 10 shillings local tax for each wife,
this in effect was a further burden on families already facing the wrath of a
recession. Influx control meant that men could not move around freely in urban
areas in order to obtain jobs. Economic factors were undermining accepted
customs in everyday life, and were important causes of the unrest in 1959.
Women in urban areas like Cato Manor sympathized with their rural
counterparts, for they had come to the urban areas to escape the intolerable
conditions in the reserves, to be united with their husbands and families and to
find some sort of income. They therefore resented the laws that made entry to
and residence in town so difficult. One finds that women in both rural and
urban areas were experiencing the brunt of the apartheid policies that were
being put into practice. Life for the women was becoming more and more

burdensome.

The apartheid government had also put into place many acts in order to try
and curtail the movement of women. One such act was, section 10 of the
Natives (urban areas) Consolidation Act Number 25 of 1945, which was later
amended, stipulated that no African male or female would be allowed to

remain for more than seventy-two hours within the urban area unless ;
a. He/she has, since birth, resided continuously in the area, or

b. he has worked continuously in such an area for one employer for a period
of not less than 10 years or has lawfully resided continuously in such an
area for a period of not less than 15 years, and has thereafter continued to

reside in such an area and is not employed outside such area and has not

15



during either period or thereafter been sentenced to a fine exceeding fifty

£5 or to imprisonment for a period exceeding six months, or

c. such a African is the wife, unmarried daughter or son under the age at
which he would become liable for payment of general tax under the Native
Taxation and Development Act ,1925 (act no.41 of 1925), of any African
mentioned in paragraph (a) or (b) of this sub-section and ordinarily resides
with that African. (Memorandum,Department of Bantu Administration,
11"March 1959).

Further to this, the procedure in the employment of African women was as
follows: "Unless she is exempt” from the requirements to obtain permission to
remain in the urban area as set out, or has been granted permission to reside
in the urban area, no African woman should seek or take up employment
unless she has obtained permission to remain in the urban area for that
purpose. (Act No.15 of 1911).

Such measures underlined the fact that African women were seen as a threat
and were therefore not allowed to remain for too long in urban areas. The
converse of this reveals that the government of the day was, perhaps, short-
sighted in that it did not recognise the very threat that existed when women
were forced to return to the rural areas. A proclamation issued in terms of
section 9 of the Natives (urban areas) Consolidation Act, did little to help the
situation which was brewing since it called for all Africans in the urban area of
Durban, with certain exceptions, to reside in a location, “native” village or
‘native” hostel. Only African women who were bona fide domestic servants,
who occupied accommodation approved by the urban local authority, which
was provided by employers on premises occupied for residential purposes
exclusively, or primarily by the employers concerned, were exempted from
these provisions.

16



The home brewing of beer (for sale) was illegal. Beer had instead to be
purchased from municipal beer halls. This created a great deal of
dissatisfaction, since traditionally, women had brewed beer to eam an income
from the men who purchased the beer. Because this economic source was
now under very real threat, the women were more disposed to a rebellious and
militant stance. There had been a beer monopoly in Durban for decades, but
the threat of a typhoid epidemic in June 1959 caused the Durban Corporation
to decide to radically increase and improve sanitation measures in Cato
Manor, and to eliminate any conditions conducive to the breeding of flies. The
refusal of the inhabitants of Cato Manor to do away with the large quantities of
illegal liquor negated the health measures taken by the authorities. The final
straw for the women was when municipal labourers were ordered to enter Cato
Manor and destroy all stills (Ladlau 1975). This was when women began to
retaliate against Municipal beer-halls, not only in Cato Manor but throughout
Natal.

The way in which the riots spread has much to do with the geographical
situation of Natal and with the homegenous nature of its African population.
Natal is the smallest province in South Africa. Unlike the others, its Native
Reserves are situated close to the major urban centres, resulting in a greater
volume of traffic between the towns and reserves and at shorter intervals than
elsewhere. Whereas, in the Transvaal would only return home to their families
once a month, in the case of Natal, this would be increased to weekly visits
(Drum Magazine, October 1959: 24). It was this constant movement from
urban to rural areas and visa versa, that helped transmit news and ideas
rapidly. Many parents, for example, had their children with grandparents in
rural areas while they worked in town, visiting them as frequently as they
could. Migrants, also maintained strong links with their families in rural areas.
The distinction between town and country was blur. Hence the impact of
events in Durban were likely to be felt more intensely and sooner in Natal than

elsewhere. (Yawitch 1977:3). The mass media, in the form of newspaper and
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radio reports, helped to transmit information between the urban and rural
areas. Thus, by the middle of July 1959 the rural areas were well aware of the
militant stance of the women in Durban. All evidence points to the fact that
economic deprivation and change threatening traditional patterns of life bore
heaviest on women. It is therefore not surprising that it was the women who

were in the forefront of the demonstrations that were to follow.
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CHAPTER 4:

A CHRONOLOGY OF THE PROTESTS, 1959

In the absence of a concise and comprehensive chronological account of the
protests in rural areas, | had to source newspapers to construct one in order to
capture this very intense period in our history. It is estimated that about 20
000 women engaged in protest action in most parts of Natal, over a period of
approximately two months. This detailed account also helps us to understand
the pattern of the protest action that occurred in this period, as well as to take
cognisance of the fact that most often a number of women at a time were seen
to be gathering in various parts of rural Natal, despite the constraints under
which they lived. The women were not deterred by the fines imposed or the
pending jail sentence. This chronological account reveal that African women
were more than determined to stand as a united force , and that towards mid-
August 1959 more and more women took part in the protests despite being
threatened and treated badly by the police force. They epitomized a

commitment and solidarity that was rare.

In February 1959, a number of African women and children were removed
from the urban areas of Durban to the reserves (Bourquin). This meant that
the political ideas as well as up-to-date reports from Cato Manor and the
surrounding shack areas would filter through to rural women, as has already
been argued, the A.N.C. was a major force behind the women'’s protests in the
urban areas, and now with certain women being compelled to return to the
reserves, this could well have been the route by which the A.N.C. was able to
gain a foothold in the rural areas. Evidence available point to the crucial role

played by the A.N.C. Women's League, in helping the women to plan and
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strategise. With the result protests which were initially violent, and attracted

negative criticism from the media, later became peaceful yet determined.

With the intermingling of urban and rural life, ideas spread and women soon
realised that measures had to be taken to denounce the impositions placed
upon them. Their very way of life was being eroded, and this had to be
stopped. There are parallels between the retaliation of women in the urban
and rural areas, against the structures of oppression. On the 18" June 1959,
women armed with their sticks, cane knives, hatchets or pieces of firewood
marched to the municipal beer-hall in Cato Manor. Their intention was to
prevent African men from entering and purchasing beer (as already
mentioned, when in the past this was a source of income for African women,
who brewed beer and their men purchased it from them). All evidence points
to the fact that the intention of the women was not to go there and cause
havoc. Reports of the time indicate that this protest would have remained
peaceful had Mr Bourquin, the Director of Bantu Administration, not threatened
the women by saying that he was going to ask the South African Police to deal
with them. The S.A.P. exacerbated the problem when they started beating the
women without any cause, it was only then that the women gave vent to their
anger and frustrations on vats and canisters in the beer-hall. Hence one finds
that the hatred between police and the people was strongly felt and dangerous
during this period. Even in the rural areas, in August of 1959, there was a

strong police presence at all protests.

The protests at Cato Manor caused a state of tension throughout Durban. On
examination of the factors one has to acknowledge that the basic and ultimate
reason for the protests was an economic one. However, economic factors
must be seen against a background of intense stress and of upheaval caused
by increasing change in all spheres of life (Yawitch 1977:6). This seems to be

one of the reasons for the parallels between urban and rural protests. It was
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also common practice for women in the urban areas to arouse and incite

women in the locations, given the peculiar fragmentation of Natal.

Despite his high handed approach at times, Bourquin did realize that there
was an economic pinch and he therefore motivated for the wages of the
African people to be increased. One needs to remember that Cato Manor
played an important role in inciting women in the townships and locations.
The Grobbelaar Committee report of February 1960, looked into the
disturbances and rioting in Cato Manor. The Committee mentions a strong
AN.C. support system present, at the time of the disturbances. The
impression that was created in the minds of the public was that any demand by
organised Africans was the work of so called “Agitators” or “political elements”,
this was the very impression that the women fought against. They had very

real grievances that needed to be addressed by the authorities concerned.

The women of Cato Manor presented a memorandum to the Mayor of Durban
on Friday 10 July 1959, airing their grievances over the ruthless use of influx
control, revenue making via municipal beer-halls, restrictions imposed on
Africans to hold meetings in African locations, provocative police raids which
violated the rights of people and the low wages paid to men. The women
accused the officials of being dictatorial and unsympathetic. They also
expressed a lack of confidence in Bourquin and accused him of hiding behind
regulations. What seems to emerge was that the people who were active were
not sophisticated African women, but rather ordinary people, most of whom
were underpaid. Zulu women asserted their independence by entering the
public protest sphere. This was a new concept since the Natal code of Native
law (1891) had enshrined in it that women had to be subordinate to men.
Women were now no longer afraid to voice their immediate frustrations over
issues that affected their daily lives. This, however, did not tackle the root
causes of the problem. There were a few people who were in the forefront

during this period , and they were very sympathetic towards the plight of the



African women. One such person was Mildred Lavoipierre, from the co-
ordinating committee on welfare of African women and children in Durban, who
worked slavishly to make the authorities concerned see the error in their ways.
Her papers reveal an unstinting persistence in her letters to Mr S. Bourquin.
She emphasised the need for a stable lifestyle for African people. She

showed empathy towards the constraints under which the African women lived.

Appendix 2, dated 15" February 1961, is a record, kept by the then
Department of Bantu Administration, from 1958 — 1960, which details the
protests which took place over this period in question. Its significance for this
argument is that it barely mentions rural protests, even though (as we shall
see,) they were as significant as the urban ones. The officials concerned
seem to have, for some reason, ‘blanked out’ the rural revolt. In view of the
fact that there is no adequate overview of the events that took place in rural
Natal in this period, | have chosen to use this very detailed chronological
account. Some of the emotive words that | have selected to quote from these
reports reveal a biased attitude towards the women involved in the protests.
This detailed account also helps to focus on the persistence of the women, as
well as a determination to achieve their aims against all odds. Despite the
trying conditions that faced them daily, there is no doubt in my mind that their

sacrifices were second to nothing!

g"July 1959.
>“Political elements seen behind Native agitators “(caption)

Mr P.J.Potgieter, the Bantu administration and Development Department's
senior information officer, described the protests as being, “ part and parcel of

this new-fangled fashion of female defiance. “He went on to say that," most of



these women had not the faintest idea why they are demonstrating, and the
political elements are exploiting their ignorance to incite them to irresponsible
actions such as has happened in and around Durban lately. "Women were
told that the men themselves should lodge complaints over low wages and
work permits. Recruiting took place, and women arrived the next day in even

greater numbers.

>In a separate incident, 24 African women who were arrested in Verulam on a
charge of public violence, were released on bail of 10 £s each. The case was

adjourned until July 14. (Natal Mercury)

11" July 1959.

>African women, squatted on the steps of Durban City Hall demanding a
minimum wage of 1 £ per day for all African workers. Mayor, Councillor
W.E.Shaw, agreed to receive a deputation from the Natal Women'’s League of
the ANN.C. on the 15" of July 1959. The women were to be represented by
Dorothy Nyembe and Florence Mkize, the chairperson and secretary of the
AN.C. Women'’s League.

> “Angry “ women stoned buses at Cato Manor. They refused to allow the
Municipal buses into Lamontville until the women arrested in the recent Cato

Manor disturbances had been released. (Natal Mercury).

15"July 1959.

>The court-yard was packed with about 400 women, awaiting the hearing of 69
African women on charges of violence and creating a disturbance at Durban
beer-halls in June.



>The 38 African women who were charged with creating a disturbance at the
Victoria Street beer-hall on the 29" of June 1959 were remanded to 23" of
July 1959. The magistrate, Mr J.V. van der Merwe, ordered that warrants of
arrest be issued for the 8 African women who failed to appear and that their

bail of 56 £s each be estreated. (Natal Mercury).

16™July 1959.

>Trial of the African women involved in the beer-hall disturbances continue.
The situation that prevailed at that time was described as being “inflammable”

and “tense”.

>Councillor W.E.Shaw met with eight members of the Natal A.N.C. Women's
League. He informed the deputation that he was only prepared to help them if
“lawlessness and violence were removed from Cato Manor and other trouble
spots in the city”. Once this was achieved he pledged his support for “an
impartial and independent" investigation into the cause of the riots. He was
even prepared to support the establishment of a Judicial Commission of

Enquiry. (Natal Mercury).

20"July 1959.

>In a four hour long meeting, with about 2000 Africans in attendance, Mr C.C.
Elston, the Bantu Affairs Commissioner in Durban, listened to the grievances
of the African people. Residents complained:

- had to drink corporation beer and not what they made themselves;
- complained about appalling sanitary conditions in Cato Manor:

- refuse was not collected frequently;



- not enough public conveniences;

- no drains, this led to conditions in which diseases spread,;
- need for a hospital in the area;

- ambulance services inadequate;

- alleged that shack demolition was carried out without regard to where the

occupants were to go.

The Commissioner promised to investigate the complaints. (Natal Mercury)

21%*July 1959.

>A group of African women stoned two municipal, non-European, buses
parked at the Lamontville terminus. Little damage was caused. No arrests

were made.

>Police detained 65 African women at the central police station for causing a
disturbance. The women “stopped traffic and taunted the police”. They were
arrested, warned not to take part in anymore public disturbances, and they

were later released. (Natal Mercury)

23"July 1959.

>25 African women were sentenced to six months imprisonment for public
violence. The charge arose from a disturbance at the Rossburgh beer-hall on
the 19" June. Each woman had half of her sentence suspended for three
years on condition she does not commit any offence involving violence in that

time. The prosecutor added, “rioters cannot be treated with kid gloves. Only a



substantial sentence will act as a deterrent to rioters and help to bring the

position in the city back to normal.” (Natal Mercury)

28" July 1959.

>Report deals with “dwindling” beer-hall profits. This indicates that the

women'’s protests were successful. (Natal Mercury)

>A detachment of police stood by when about 500 “"chanting women
converged” aon the Umzinto Magistrate’s Court. Mr J.C.Jackson, the chief
magistrate, received a deputation of three women, who said that they did not
want to carry reference books and demanded a minimum wage of 1 £ a day.
The women also asked to be allowed to work in Durban. Mr Jackson
addressed the women outside the court and told them their demand was

premature. If they were to be paid 1 £ a day, the price of food would increase.

He agreed their wages were low and promised to send their request for an
increase to the Chief Bantu Commissioner. He said,”employers could not be
forced to give substantial increases.” The women dispersed without incident.

(Natal Mercury)

4™August 1959.

>Two women were fined 5 £s or 20 days in the Durban Magistrate’s Court for

creating a disturbance at the Rossburgh beer-hall. (Natal Mercury)



5"August 1959.

>Police arrested 112 African women after they had “smashed” a dipping tank
and “threatened” a European dipping inspector at Indudutu, near Umkomaas
on the Natal South Coast. The women objected to having the cattle being
dipped. After * ripping” the tank they filled it with stones. Police had estimated
the damage at 100 £s. (Africans were compelled to dip their cattle every

fortnight to prevent tick fever and red water).

>Evidence of A.N.C. involvement in the six week long potatoe boycott. There
were no signs of an end to the boycott, which was supported by the Africans.

(Natal Mercury)

8"August 1959.

>Police from Umkomaas and Scottborough were rushed to Indudutu and
Amahlongwa reserves when African women began “smashing” cattle dipping
tanks. Women, according to police, objected to paying to have the cattle
dipped. They therefore “ripped apart” sections of the tanks. Arrests were
made. (Natal Mercury)

10™ August 1959.

>Police were sent to a nearby reserve in Natal after reports of a “clash”
between two opposing groups of women. It was understood that a Iarge group
of anti-reference book women “waylaid* another group of women who were on
their way to collect their books. The “anti” group tried to dissuade the “pro”
group without success, and the two groups “clashed”.
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>In a separate incident in Escourt, about 100 African women “armed with
sticks “took part in 8" demonstration “ outside a beer-hall in the area. 40 were
arrested by the police. In retaliation, women later” stoned and damaged” a

bus near the Escourt Police Station. (Daily News)

11™August 1959.

>At Umbumbulu, the police “had to forcibly disarm” many African women in a
crowd of about 400, who marched on the police station “waving sticks and
chanting” slogans. In the crowd were 199 women who had been warned to
appear at a special court on a charge of “maliciously wrecking” a dipping tank
on the 4" August 1959. According to the police, the women “refused* to drop
their sticks when they were asked to. Of the 199 women charged with
wrecking the dipping tank called before court, pleés of not guilty were
accepted from three . Charges against two others were withdrawn. The 194
were each fined 20 £s (or eighty days). A further three months imprisonment
was in each case suspended for three years on condition the women were not

convicted of a similar offence in that time.

>Six African women were each fined 7 £s 10 shillings (or six weeks), at the
Umzinto Magistrate’s Court. They were found guilty of being “in possession of
dangerous weapons“. Evidence was that the women marched on the police
station at Sawoti, about 20 miles from Umzinto. (Natal Mercury)

12"August 1959.

>In Port Shepstone, about 400 women — members of the Cele and Mbele
tribes, congregated outside a trading store and “demanded* for the Magistrate

and the Government Agricultural officer to be sent to meet them. It was



reported that the women were “noisy and armed with sticks”. They wanted
their grievance investigated, which was, that they were previously paid to keep
the fire- break around the forest reserve clear, but now they had been told that
it was a tribal responsibility. The women dispersed once they were promised

that the matter would be investigated. (Daily News)

13"August 1959.

>African women were reported to have “demonstrated “ near Port Shepstone
and in the Table Mountain location near Maritzburg. About 200 women
“smashed‘ a dipping tank in the Table Mountain location. Damage was
estimated at 150 £s. According to police women protested against the forcible

dipping of the cattle as a measure against East Coast Fever.

>By 13 August 1959, it had been reported that 75% of all dipping tanks in
Natal had been destroyed (reported to the Daily News, by Lt-Col. B.L.
Gildenhuys, Maritzburg's District Commandant). Just as the women of Cato
Manor "attacked" the beer halls, which were the object of their discontent,

women in the rural areas began “attacking" the dipping tanks.

>At Richmond, thirty- five of the thirty-six African women who were arrested at
a trading store at Groothoek the previous day, were convicted for “creating a
disturbance". Each was fined 20 £s (or three months). Half the sentence was
suspended for three years on condition that they are not convicted of a similar
offence during that period. (Natal Mercury)

14"August 1959.

>A gathering of about 500 African women asked Mr S. Bourquin, the Director

of the Durban Council's Bantu Affairs Department, to suspend the laws



governing influx control and the issue of permits to African people to seek
work in the city. He informed the women that his department had no power to
amend the laws, but he promised to pass on the requests to the Bantu Affairs

Commissioner. (Daily News)

>Neither police, nor officials could explain the " mysterious destruction * of
dipping tanks in scattered parts of Natal. It appeared to be the night work of
“organised gangs of African women.” In Pietermaritzburg alone 11 out of the
23 dipping tanks were destroyed. “In every case it was found that the damage

was done by women.”

>In Inchanga, an officer and twenty constables “were sent to deal with” a large
gathering of African women who tried to damage a dipping tank. Two of the

women who were armed with pangas were arrested.

>Qther incidents occurred in Durban, Port Shepstone and the Greytown areas.
According to police, African women protested against the forcible dipping of
cattle against East Coast Fever, Gall Sickness, Red Water, Tick Bite Fever

and other diseases.

>At Camperdown, an officer and fifteen men were sent to disperse 200 African
women. They had blocked the National road and refused to move until they

had spoken to the African Commissioner.

>On this day, a threat was also issued by the government, that cattle moved
from one area to another without a dipping certificate would be destroyed by
officials. (Natal Mercury)

15"August 1959.

>250 African women gathered at the Municipal beer-hall in Retief Street,

Pietermaritzburg. They sang and chanted. It is understood that a group of
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thirty women had hired a bus in Durban to come to Pietermaritzburg. “When
the women began screaming and creating a disturbance, the police were
called out to deal with the situation". There was a baton charge on the women
who in turn retaliated by throwing bottles and stones at police from a nearby
block of flats. Police were eventually able to disperse the mob, but “a few of

the women made their way to town creating a disturbance.*

>At Sutherlands Police Station, near Edendale, a group of about 250 “angry”
women gathered to protest over the arrest of thirty women. These women had
been arrested earlier in the day by police for being in possession of dangerous
weapons. The women, many of them from outlying districts, had previously
joined in Pietermaritzburg with local African women in an organised protest for

higher wages.

>At Umzinto, 84 African women were fined 5 £s (or one month) when they
appeared on charges of “creating a disturbance and trespassing.” They tried
to “commandeer a bus to take them to Port Shepstone to interview the Native
Commissioner.“ When the owner of the bus refused, the women were alleged

to have created a disturbance on private property.

>At New Hanover, a trial of 600 African women took place. They were charged
with ‘“creating a disturbance “, 87 were found guilty. Of these 71 were
sentenced to four months imprisonment and each of the 16 got a suspended

sentence of two months.

>In the Table Mountain area, the police were informed that women “were
massing to destroy” dipping tanks, government buildings and schools. Police
were deployed to the area.

>The main “trouble spot' was the district of Harding. “A mob of Maci
tribesman marched on the town. For the first time we see such a strong

reaction from the men. “Residents of Harding and the environs were in a state
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of alarm. Farmers flocked into the town for protection. The state of “tension®
began after the conviction of thirty African women. They were sentenced to 12
weeks imprisonment, with 4 weeks of the sentence suspended. A party of
women went into the reserves and secured the help of the Maci tribe to free
the convicted women. At 1.45 am about 200 African people armed with sticks,
shields and assegais marched down the main road to the Harding gaol. Their
demand for the release of the women was in vain. The police force from Port
Shepstone, Kokstad and surrounding districts gathered in Harding.

>The following afternoon, police discovered that a railway line between Port
Shepstone and Harding had been blocked by wood logs. Police put up a road
block between Harding and Weza to prevent traffic from entering Harding.

Nine plantations were set alight by protesters. (Natal Mercury)

17"August 1959.

>There was “mob rioting” in Pietermaritzburg. The districts affected were
Plessislaer, Edenvale and Sobantu village. An appeal was made by the
A.N.C. and the Natal Indian Congress (N.I.C), in a joint statement, for whites
and non-whites to do nothing “to aggravate a situation already charged with
tension and bitterness.” These political parties demanded an impartial enquiry
into the happenings of the past week in order to prevent a recurrence of such

events.

According to evidence obtained by these parties, it would appear that an
unprovoked assault was made by police, without warning, upon a number of
African women who were gathering in an enclosed playground opposite the
Retief Street beer-hall. It was also alleged that police assaulted a large
number of non- European onlookers and passersby.
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>At Harding the African people showed their resentment of the New
Settlement scheme. They showed disapproval by burning several tents which
had been erected by government employees in the reserve. This resulted in
the arrest of thirty African women. The women were also accused of killing

and disembowelling farmer’s sheep. (Natal Mercury)

18"August 1959.

>At St. Faiths near Port Shepstone, about 1200 African women from the area
and surrounding districts demonstrated against poll tax and influx control
regulations. Women “staged a protest* in front of the police station. Two
women also waved tribal shields, usually reserved for menfolk. Two police
saracens and sixty- five police reinforcements were at the scene. The leader
of the demonstrating women was dressed in the uniform of the A.N.C. Other
women dressed in A.N.C. uniform led the crowd into singing and chanting
while they awaited the arrival of the Native Commissioner from Ixopo,
Mr.W.F.Bayer. To the “annoyance of the women" he only arrived late that
afternoon. The women were asked to be patient while their grievances were

passed through the proper channels.

>About forty African women “demonstrated” on the farm of Mr.G.W.Hammond,
in the Umtwalumi district ,which is situated on the south coast of Natal. They
were annoyed by the fact that their menfolk had been refused a wage
increase. The dispute had arisen after the African men, employed as cane
cutters, had demanded a wage of one £ a day and had been refused. The
women who were “incensed” by the refusal “marched onto the cane field and
took away the cane krives from the men and then marched with them to Mr.

Hammond’s home.”
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>In a separate incident in Umtwalumi, police patrolling found a group of
women “armed with sticks and stones”, preparing to board a bus which they
had halted by a road block of logs. The police believed that the women were
retaliating against the European owner of the bus, who had previously laid a
charge of trespass against some of them. The women were dispersed and no

arrests were made.

>The dipping tank of the Amatata reserve was found filled with stones. Police

from Inanda stood by as work on clearing the tank began.

>In Pietermaritzburg, damage caused by “rioters* to school buildings

amounted to twenty nine thousand £s.

>About eighty African women were arrested at Highflats when they
‘commandeered a bus and demanded’ to be taken to the Native
Commissioner in Ixopo. The bus broke down and the women were arrested.
The women were charged under the Motor Vehicle Ordinance. (The bus was

overloaded and the women had refused to pay their fare). (Natal Mercury)

19" August 1959.

Brigadier C.J. Els, assistant Commissioner of the S.A.P., blamed the A.N.C. for
the disturbances in Natal. Strong contingents of police made mass arrests of
African demonstrators at Highflats, Umsinsini, Isipofu and Hlokgozi on the
South Coast of Natal and in Edendale near Pietermaritzburg. In thirty six
hours more than 300 African women were arrested, convicted and fined or

imprisoned for periods of up to four months without the option of a fine.

>|In Umtwalumi, four fires were started on the farm of Mr. G.W.Hammond and
four on the farm of Mr.T.Wilkes. “African women demonstrators had refused to

allow” the African men to work. It was reported that if no work was done then
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both farmers would face heavy losses, for burnt cane had to be harvested as

soon as possible. The damage was estimated at several thousand £s.

>Police arrested 118 African women on the Umsinsini Sugar Estate in the
Umzumbe district. The women had ordered the African men to hand over their
cane knives. The women were each fined ten £s (or two months). None paid

their fines and were sent to the Umzinto gaol.

>A large crowd of women gathered in Dweshula to await the result of the Port

Shepstone Conference, where eight delegates met the additional magistrate.

>At Isipofu women formed a human chain across the road. They rolled huge
boulders on the road and successfully obstructed traffic. 75 of the
demonstrators were arrested. They were fined twenty five £s (or three
months). They were put into Umzinto gaol with the 118 who were convicted of
trespassing (the 119 who were awaiting trial were also at the Umzinto gaol on

charges of “malicious damage “ to dipping tanks.)

>More than 100 African women stopped two lorries and a bus near Hlokgozi.
They "commandeered the vehicles and ordered” the drivers to take them to
Ixopo. All the women were arrested when the lorries were driven straight to
the police station and the bus broke down. All 126 women were sentenced to

four months imprisonment with hard labour, without the option of a fine.

>A delegation of eight African women from Mehlomnyama, about 26 miles from
Port Shepstone, went to the Bantu Administration Commissioner to air their
main grievance, that they had been forced to clear the fire breaks around the
Mtembenkulu forest for three years without being paid. They claimed that they
had to also use their own equipment. They also complained about influx
control, taxation and wage increases. A crowd of about 200 women gathered
outside Dweshula Trading Store to await the return of the delegation. At about

35



4.30 pm. the crowd was approximately 2000. The delegation returned and
addressed the women, the crowd dispersed without incident.

>Women also “gathered and demonstrated® at Richmond, Greytown,

Impendhle, Donnybrook and Creighton areas. (Natal Mercury)

20™August 1959.

>Trouble and African unrest spread to Escourt. Hundreds of women began to

demonstrate outside the Municipal beer-hall on Albert Street.

>In Pietermaritzburg, seven African women were “charged with creating a
disturbance” in the Ashdown Local Health Committee area. They were found
not guilty and discharged. Women were alleged to have prevented members
of the public from making lawful use of certain transport facilities. They were
arrested after refusing to allow a bus to continue on its way and chasing the

driver. (Natal Mercury)

21*August 1959.

>A police sergeant was “hit in the mouth by a brick and several demonstrators
were injured” when about fifty policemen baton charged “a mob “ of African
women opposite the Escourt Police Station. The women were protesting over
the arrest of forty- eight women after a similar demonstration outside the Albert
Street beer-hall. Thirty-eight women were charged with public violence. Bail of
10 £s each was not paid, the women were remanded until the 14" of
September 1959. Six women were fined 20 £s each for “malicious damage" to

property. Four women were fined 5 £s each for carrying dangerous weapons.

>In Cato Manor youths stoned a Durban Corporation bus.



>Approximately a hundred African women gathered outside the Ixopo Court
complaining about the imposition of taxes on unemployed African people.

>In Port Shepstone, at the Emmanuel Mission Station, sixteen African women
were arrested for “ obstructing “ a dipping inspector from entering. Later, a
further fifteen women were arrested for “creating a disturbance". The thirty
one women were tried together and sentenced to 25 £s (or 3 months), 15 £s
(or 2 months) being suspended for three years, on condition that they are not

convicted on a similar offence in that time.

>Nine women were arrested for trespassing on a farm, down the lower south
coast of Natal. They were fined 20 £s (or 2 months). (Natal Mercury)

22" August 1959.

>|In the Natal Midlands town of Colenso, “a mob* of women stormed the

Municipal beer-hall .

>At the Mdahal reserve, near Port Shepstone, more than 300 women were
arrested when they “tried to hinder* operations. The “chanting" women also
“threatened “ to damage dipping tanks.

>In Malvern, about 100 women staged a protest by sitting on the main railway
line between Natal and the Transvaal. They later dispersed quietly.

>At a trial 228 women were found guilty of “interfering* with the dipping and
were fined 25 £s (or 3 months) — a total fine of 5,700 £s.

>At Umzinto, 150 unarmed women marched into town to air their grievances
with the magistrate. (Natal Mercury)
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25™August 1959.

>In Pietermartizburg, eleven African women “armed with heavy sticks* were
arrested in the Swartkops location, after 150 women attacked locals going to

buy potatoes. (Daily News)

>In Camperdown, police led a baton charge on “a mob“ of women. About 200
African women gathered, demanding to see the Native Commissioner. There

was a stand off between the police and the women. (Natal Mercury)

26" August 1959.

>Eighteen African women were charged, in the Port Shepstone Magistrate’'s
Court, with obstructing a dipping tank inspector in the Southport area. Fifteen
of them were fined 25 £s (or- 3 months) and three of them were discharged.

The women were “brandishing” sticks.

>At a government appointed wage board, most organisations called for an
increase in the wage for unskilled workers. (Natal Mercury)

28"August 1959,

>In Ixopo, eighty African women marched to the Native Commissioner, Mr.

W.F.Bayer. The women complained about taxation. He promised to forward

their complaint to the proper authorities.
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>Near Harding, a group of African men gathered to pay their taxes, a mob of
about thirty African women tried to discourage them from doing so. The men

“retaliated and chased” the women. The men then paid their taxes.

>In Pietermaritzburg, the appeals by 469 African women, who were recently
imprisoned for damaging dipping tanks in the New Hanover District, were

heard in the Supreme Court. (Natal Mercury)

The women perservered in this fashion in the months to follow, despite the
wrath of police and government officials. Nothing was able to deter their
efforts in trying to secure a humane and justifiable life-style, not even their
menfolk. The words in inverted commas were taken from the articles
themselves, | find that they tend to portray the African woman as being
irrational, delinquent, unruly, violent and confrontational, rather than someone
who tried to secure a stable and humane life-style against all odds. There is
no doubt that the women perservered against trials and tribulations that would
have intimidated many an individual. This detailed time line and patterns of
outbreak in the various rural areas serve as a reminder of the unity and
determination of these courageous women. The map gives us a sense of how

the revolt spread geographically.
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Brandishing sticks, women demonstrate outside the Cato Manor beer hall.
Singing and chanting they danced back and forth in front of the building,
which they were prevented from entering by a file of police. [ 18:06:1959]



Two Native youths poke among the ruins and ashes of one of the classrooms

in the Higher Primary School at Sobantu Native Village, Maritzburg, after the

fire, which destroyed three-quaters of the school during the rioting there.
[17:08:1959]
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Head Constable C.J. Nel assures anxious townspeople of Harding in Natal
that ample police reinforcements are in the town to deal with any further trou-
ble with Natives before a meeting of residents met on Saturday to discuss

the emergency area. [17:08:59]
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This photograph shows one of the buses brought to a halt by Native women
who blockaded the road in the Isipofu area on the Natal South Coast.
[18:08:1959]



With policemen perched on its massive superstructure, ready to go into
action at a moment'’s notice, a heavy Saracen armoured car rolls along a
dusty road at St. Faiths. [18:08:1959]



A CARTOONIST'S conception of "The Load" carried by Africans in
South Africa. The newspaper The World published the drawing in
line with its editorial policy although it opposed the Pound-A-
Week work boycott because it refused to give editorial support
to a project of the Congress of Democrats ’

(Munger, 1961: p.598)
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CHAPTER 5:

ANALYSIS OF THE PROTESTS

The Golden City Press of 23 August 1959 gave eight reasons as the cause of
rural unrest, largely independent of events in the city. These were: dipping
tanks, forest clearance, closer settlements and to a degree dissatisfaction with
chiefs (women were afraid that the Betterment Schemes, which most chiefs
had sanctioned, would disrupt what they considered their traditional way of
life), reference books (women feared that these would prevent them from
moving freely and could be used to regulate other aspects of their lives),

increased taxes, influx control and police provocation.

All these point to the fact that life was becoming increasingly restricted for and
demanding on women. One also needs to be mindful of the fact that previous
waves of rural protest, like the Bambatha Rebellion of 1906 in which land
shortage had become a burning issue for Africans in many parts of Natal and
was a major reason for that uprising (Marks 1986. 91), as well as the protests
during 1927 and 1928 which tackled the burning issues of evictions, wage
levels and labour conditions on white farms, and were primarily responsible for
disseminating the radical message in the most turbulent districts of Umvoti,
Kranskop and New Hanover (Cope 1993 : 164) , were essentially ‘male*
protests. However, by the late 1950s with the extent of migrant labour the
women were left behind, and this is a very stark emergence in the rural
protests that were to follow. Women felt threatened because of the links
between reference books, labour bureaux and migrant labour. To add to this
there was a financial burden of 3s 6d for each reference book. Moreover
women had to go against cultural practice and remove their doeks
(headscarves) for photographs for the reference books. The authorities

showed scant sympathy or respect for tradition. One also needs to bear in
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mind that most of Natal’'s African people are Zulu speaking. The importance of
this for the transmission of news lies not only in the fact that Zulu would
provide a common means of communication, but also in the possibility that
particularly in the rural areas a still important tribal and historical
consciousness might increase any intentions to resist (Yawitch 1977: 3). The
newspaper reports, as shown in the previous chapter, together with radio
reports must have also aided in spreading the word into the country. It is
important to note that the Cato Manor riots and the beer-hall boycotts were
specifically women'’s resistance movements. It is possible that women in the

rural areas were inspired by their urban sisters.

During the period July 1959 and August 1959, two months, more than 10 000
African women were involved in disturbances at Durban, Pietermaritzburg,
Verulam, KwaMashu, Inchanga, Camperdown, Richmond, Ixopo, Highflats,
Harding, Umtwalumi, Port Shepstone, Isipofu, St. Faiths and the Table
Mountain areas. The fines against the women totalled 7,130 £s (Natal
Mercury, 21% August 1959). This is a very conservative estimation against
Drum magazine’s claim that about 20 000 women took part in all, with the fines
imposed on them by magisterial courts across the province amounting to
almost 20 000 £s (Drum Magazine, October 1959).

Many were quick to denounce and condemn the actions of the African women.
The criticism came from people who failed to recognise their own short—
sightedness and short-comings. It was inevitable that the methods adopted by
the Municipal Department of Bantu Administration in implementing government
and council policies could not be entirely disassociated from the precipitating

causes of malaise and unrest.

Not all political parties agreed with the Nationalist policy. The Liberal Party for
one, viewed the African reserves as integral parts of an inter-dependent South
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African community, and did not believe that they can be or should be
developed as separate, isolated and unique economic units. [t supported
policies to make work in the rural areas more productive, better paid and more
attractive (Liberal Party Policy Paper:P.C.2/9 series).

The South African Institute of Race Relations, in a letter tabled at a meeting,
urged that efforts should be made for the establishment of a Judicial
Commission of Enquiry. When considering the action of the African women in
the urban areas, the chairman of the Natal regional committee, Professor
H.Pollak, urged for a Judicial Commission of Enquiry and said, “Much of the
unrest, we believe from our limited investigations, stems from the application
by the council of three government measures — influx control, slum clearance,
rehousing under the present economic condition and the prevailing low rate of
unskilled wages.”(Natal Mercury, July 16™ 1959, page 13). One finds that
there is a certain reluctance on the part of the authorities concerned, to

acknowledge that the problems of the African women were anything but trivial.

The inhumane manner in which shacks were demolished in Cato Manor, the
ridiculous conditions attached to the issuing of beer permits, influx control, the
pass system, a disregard for African demands, were some of the reasons for
the unrest in both urban and rural areas. Furthermore, African men and
women were paid appallingly low wages in both areas. The police were also
responsible for aggravating the situation by their ruthlessness. To the African
women, the police represented tyranny and injustice, the law was different for
white and black, so the rule of law was rejected and despised. It was no
exaggeration to say that a pathological hatred of the law was developing,
largely because of the harshness of those laws and the way in which they
were administered. The women became frustrated and dissatisfied with
making continued representation to the authorities when they never saw the
results of such representations.
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It was because of the lack of concern shown by the authorities, that the women
played a leading role in organising concerted violence. For the first time in
local history the African women were the ring leaders. It is impossible to
dismiss this mass female temper as an accident of provocation. One needs to
remember that the general background of economic conditions invariably
press more grievously on the woman than the man. This was certainly a

strong contributory factor for women taking the lead in this.

One also finds that the contentious subject of passes for African women was
tackled by the Black Sash Movement. A tenet of the Black Sash was that laws
which adversely affect the happiness and stability of the family are unjust,
unjustifiable and immoral. African women had every right to contest and
retaliate against the pass system, for the ultimate purpose of the pass was to
regulate the comings and goings, and generally regimented the lives of African
women. This was irrespective of home ties, children, marital attachments, and
all the other elements of normal freedom. Although the carrying of these
passes was not generally enforced, the threat hung over the women'’s heads
ever since the Natives Act (abolition of passes and co-ordination of
documents) was passed as long as 1952. The pass laws resulted in a steady
deteriotion of race relations. During all that time there simmered, and
sometimes boiled over, a resentment prompted by fear of what that law would

inflict in terms of liberty.

This act was responsible for stirring a gnawing discontent in the minds and
hearts of African women. The Black Sash, because of its tenets was able to
ventilate the subject fearlessly, and tried to probe the truth of a situation that
was rooted in racial unrest. Women also complained that influx control was
leading to a break-up of family life. They were unable to bring their sons and

daughters to live with them in Durban. Women feared that family life, already
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so adversely affected by influx control applicable to men, will be even more

disrupted when it is applied to women.

The contemporaneous rural protest movement saw organised gangs of
women, systematically and wilfully destroy government dipping tanks
throughout the province. The raids had been so well planned and followed
one another so quickly that the police were unable to put a stop to the
destruction. The disturbances in Natal, which began in Cato Manor,
sporadically continued to spread into the rural areas of the province. There
was certainly a need to determine the causes and then to take decisive steps
to avoid future unrest. African people, particularly those in the rural areas,
were known to be normally law abiding. The authorities had made little
attempt to find out why they were reacting with violence against European

administration.

It was expedient of the government to lay the blame for the Cato Manor riots
on the Durban City Council as the local authority responsible for its
administration, the latest outbursts were directed against government
administration. African women had come to regard the dipping tanks as a
symbol of the government .It was this general dissatisfaction with government
policies that was the cause of African women damaging or destroying 75% of
the dipping tanks in Natal's African reserves. What was originally a protest
against unpaid labour, that of maintaining the dipping tanks, had developed
among the African women as a symbol of their frustration. In the past, the
government paid labourers to keep the tarks filled with water and dip fluid, and
to maintain surrounding fences and fire breaks. But the government had

transferred these maintenance responsibilities onto the tribes.

Work was delegated on government instruction to the women, thus placing an

extra burden on the already laden shoulders of the rural women. The work



was no doubt strenuous, requiring women to carry water from the nearest
source to the dipping tank. This was done by rotation, if a woman missed her
turn she was fined. To add to matters, dipping was done every fortnight and
the women received no pay for their services. Women felt that it was pointless
to protest to their chiefs because the chiefs themselves appeared to be the
tools of the government. Hence the militant stance of the women. It appears
as if the example set by women in the riots at Cato Manor had propelled the

women in the rural areas into action.

It is little wonder why women reacted to their newly bestowed ownership of the
dipping tanks by smashing them. One finds that the “anti-dipping tank®
movement gained momentum. Other tanks in the reserves of Natal suffered
similar treatment. There is also evidence of an element of ignorance with
regard to the purpose of dipping. Women expressed concerns that the dipping
did more harm than good. They felt it caused sterility in bulls, it was
responsible for the poor condition of the cattle, cows were not giving enough
milk as a result of the dipping, and this in turn caused starvation among the
people. They further rebelled, because if they did not bring their full herd to

the tanks they were fined, and cattle that were sick had to be slaughtered.

Women in the rural areas felt that no one paid any attention to their
complaints, which also included passes for women, a £ a day and the low level
of wages. They therefore took to giving vent to all their pent- up fury over their
grievances in a militant fashion. The women expressed their resentment at the
rigid application of influx control which they claimed prevented many potential
bread winners from seeking employment, to the poll tax which was raised from
one £ ten shillings to two £s five shillings, and to the additional one £ levied in
some reserves for education. The governmental policy which seemed to be

most resented, was the proposed system of Closed Settlements under the
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Betterment Scheme. It was met with a tremendous amount of resistence

because it threatened to disrupt the traditional way of life of the women.

Although the disturbances may have been instigated by outside influences, the
object seemed to have been to draw attention to the grievances of the people.
The protests had certainly succeeded in attaining this. It was also clear that
violence for the most part was directed against government and municipal
property. here is also evidence that the Harding trouble originated as far back
as the 21% of July 1959, the women became resentful when the Native Affairs
Department decided to undertake soil conservation work which necessitated
that some of the fields be “grass stripped “ and some of the huts be removed.
After having learned that some of their people would have to be moved, the
women mobilized and destroyed the building belonging to the Native Affairs

Department.

It is also evident that very heavy fines were imposed on the women. Those
who were arrested could ill -afford to pay these fines and at times had to bide
their time in gaol, it was all in the name of sacrifice. Many women who were
arrested for assembling in large numbers, and were in gaol had to be released
towards the latter part of 1959, since the court decided that a policeman was
not a person in authority under the section of Proclamation 168 under which
the women were charged. Their refusal to disband was therefore not an
offence (Daily News, 25" November 1959). In late 1959 and early 1960
leaders of the Indian Congress, the African National Congress, the Natal
Indian Congress and the Liberal Party raised funds for bail and payment
towards lawyers fees of those women arrested. These parties formed a
network of important support systems for African women. Since the South
African Communist Party was banned at the time, the Liberal Party gained
membership in the rural areas of Natal, for at that point in time, it seems to

have been the only party open to men and women of all races, and the added



bonus was that it offered a clear alternative to the apartheid policy of the
Nationalist Party.

The protests also helped highlight that not enough was being done to develop
the existing African rural areas to provide a means of living for the African
people. The Tomlinson report, points out that every African male between the
ages of 15 to 50; who is not mentally or physically retarded, at some time or
another, seeks work in the “white” areas, and here he spends most of his
productive life. Further it is stated that the African male shows little inclination
towards farming, but has great aptitude for the monotonous demands of
industry. This reveals that the main cause of discontent among women was an
economic one, for it was the woman who managed the income of her husband
and she also helped supplement it. It was for this reason that women, despite
being handicapped by their domestic responsibility to their children and little
farms, engaged in protest action which stunned the province. Women had
become politicized, and had seen their situation in terms of a wider
dispensation. This was a giant leap for women given their subordinate status
within society, as well as their primarily domestic preoccupations. There is no
denying that women have generally been excluded from politics, and African
women more especially were made to seen as lesser individuals. However,

1959 saw the most spectacular crises instigated by women all over Natal .



CHAPTER 6

CONCLUSION

Historically, comparatively little attention has been paid to the struggle of African
women against the oppressive measures taken by the government. Given the
unusual fragmentation of Natal, there was constant movement of women
between urban and rural areas, and in this way women were able to act
simultaneously their defiance of the system. There is no doubt that these
women should be admired for the bold political initiatives which they displayed,
given the period in question. In the late 1950’s, given the economy and the low
wages received by men, it was virtually impossible for them to go on strike, or to
display the militancy seen in the womenfolk. Together with the fact that many
employers raised wages by small amounts in the wake of the June riots, this too
may have dulled the men’'s enthusiasm for action (Yawitch 1977). One cannot
ignore the fact that the women emerged as a formidable force over this short

period of time.

There has been much debate by contemporary feminists as to why African
women, despite their militant stance, were unable to overcome gender
oppression. | am of the opinion that herein lies the problem, for it is people from
the outside, who are not authorities on the African way of life or the underlying
doctrines that may exist, try to impose their Eurocentric ideas and values on
African women. The Oxford Dictionary describes feminism as being “the
advocacy of women's rights on the ground of the equality of the sexes”, it tends
to obscure the very important differences and inequalities that exist among
women - those of class, race, geographical location, political ideologies,
ethnicity, and so on (Bazilli:1991). Hence the term”womanism”. As an outsider,

I would say that my research has made me realise that it is “womanism* rather



than “feminism" which is of importance to African women. It is for this reason
that they so energetically defended their roles as mothers and home-makers,
and for the first time emerged as a political force. The strength and militancy of

the women can be seen in their chanting, handclapping and defiant dancing.

Women resisted the draconian system of control which came in the form of the
Reference books. This was most certainly an oppressive system which was
intended to govern and control the every move of African people. Their very lives
depended on a mere Reference book. African women proved that they were not
going to sit back and passively allow the government to implement policies that
would infringe on their domestic and economic lives. What emerged from this
was boisterous public demonstrations by women, who were prepared to suffer
untold agonies. Women from rural and urban Natal were able to maintain their
female solidarity. There is no denying that the women endured severe treatment
in the hands of the police and in prison, but the sheer persistence of the women

leaves behind a legacy to be admired.

One has to acknowledge that African women took the lead in challenging and
resisting all laws which they felt were unjust. The unrest that it triggered off in
Natal bears testimony of African unity. However, the press reports during this
period of resistance do not give the women involved any accolades for their
perseverance. Despite the efforts of the women, to this very day, many of them
endure a heavy economic disability because they have commonly to support
their children without financial assistance from the father of the children. To add
insult to injury many African women were seen as “minors” in the eyes of the law,
and until recent times were denied the right to house ownership and tenancy.
Our new constitution has enshrined in it the following: Everyone is equal before

the law and has the right to equal protection and benefit of the law. Equality



includes the full and equal enjoyment of all rights and freedoms (Chapter 2: Bill
of Rights).

In this particular case where the women acted in a political way and revolted
against governmental authority they were seen as a fundamental threat. That is
why the authorities refused to listen to women. To have done so, would not only
have meant accepting their grievances but also accepting women on an equal
basis to men — an acceptance that threatened the fundamental political and
social assumptions (Yawitch :1977). All indications are that the women of Natal
will be as militant in the new millennium as they were in 1959, although what

precise form their militancy will take has still to be seen.

AFRA (Association For Rural Advancement), which was formed in 1979, was a
response to the massive and continuing hardships imposed on African people in
rural Natal by government policy of uprooting and relocating them. The

objectives of the Association are broadly:

a. To monitor, enquire into, record and publicise the social and
economic position of rural people in Natal.

b. To take action to alleviate hardships, discrimination and
oppression suffered by them in as far back as the 1950s, and to
encourage their social and economic advancement. (AFRA Report:
P.C.29/3/111).

C. The protest of the women in the 1950’s also helped to politicize
people and motivate them to prepare for the armed struggle in
1960. This thesis was able to show the prominent role played by
women in fighting for liberation. By 1959 the spirit of the people,
women especially, was high and they displayed defiance. Tensions
arose against Apartheid policy, and the people wanted the



Nationalist government out.

d. The government in turn adopted a “no nonsense” approach, and
political parties like the A.N.C. were banned.

Many of the women sent to jail were not “agitators”, as described by the press,
but rather people who had had all they could take of being pushed around. What
happened in Natal marked the beginnings of a kind of running — battle with the
authorities, sometimes violent and at other times non-violent. African people
were beginning to feel the full weight of apartheid. They had had enough of it
and were trying to throw it off. Because the burden on the people was getting
heavier the resistance to it showed less restraint. What happened in Natal was
not an isolated outburst but part of a growing militancy in rural areas such as
Pondoland, Zeerust, etc., against “grand apartheid”. For most part the women
were acting in defence of an eroded way of life. Yet, more was involved than
respect for tradition and convention. The act of organising and protesting was in
itself a politicising and radicalising experience for the women who took part
(Walker: 1982). Although, in some of these protests the gender composition was
not entirely female, the general point remains.

Our newfound democracy has had little impact yet on the day-to-day lives of
millions of ordinary South African women. This unhappy certitude bears
intolerable testimony to the harsh inequities that still face the vast majority of
women in this country. The South African constitution is one of the finest in the
world; it champions the protection and enhancement of the rights of women. As
a foundation for gender equality it cannot be faulted. It is unfortunate, however,
that it is not implemented in the home, work place, political arena and social
milieu, the very places where men and women fraternise. Sadly, there still exists
a chauvinistic mindset in our country.
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APPENDIX 1 :

An enquiry into farm-labour conditions

in KwaZulu-Natal.
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1.

. My
AN_INQUIRY INTO FARM-LABOUR CONDITIONS IN NATAL,

INTRODUCTION:
This inquiry is by no noans exhaustive, It only covers a

* 'linited nunber of Natal's farming districts.and 1% cannot cleiin

to prescent a oonplete pioture of oonditions as thoy aifé” through-
out tho districte yith which 1t doc¢s -deal, One thing is clnar &
that is that, whilc.thero ara gonerally recognisod svandards of

troatnont of farn-labour within nost aistricvs, %iorc arc, at-th.

gunuv Tine, considerablc varidtions within distriets. Tho inguiry
is, theroforo, only intondud To {iv® a general ploturo of fam-
labour conditions in sonoc aroas of Natal and ita shortconings
should bn rocagnignd, At tho sanc tine it is worth making the
roint that published intonlafion on farp-liabonr comittioms in
Natal hardly cxists. Those tindings aro imvortant becnausc they
give soric 1dea of what such éonditions arc -- and they will be
nore important 1f thoy provoko noro detailed oxamination or T
conditions of ono of the lcast favourod olcments in South
Africa's labour force,

Before thc war tho 6-nonths-in/6-months-out labour gysten
wag widogprcad on Natal farms. Tho cgssenoc of the syston was -
that a fanily residing on a farn was oxpected to supply labour
on tho basis of a man working for six months and then being ro-
lieved, for the next six months, by another nale nember of the
fanily, During his six-nonths "in" tho nan would receive very
little, if any, pay. This aix-nonths work was a man's- gtint in

roturn for the right to livc on the farm, -to cultivato the fiilda
which would be allocatod to him by the famor, and to kccp a cur-

tain nunbor of stock. e was oxpected to carn the bulk-of his
cash incone during his 6 nonths "out", During this tine he
would cither find work in town, or on-sone governnont or other
project, or on another farm, or porhaps cven.on the home fhm,

in this last casce ho would be paid the highor wages to which nen-
rcsidont, casucl workers werce cntitled, In gomo aroae the labour-

farmm systen was comnon, A farnmor would own a second farm, away
fron his home farn, usually in the thorn country in an arca su-™
ag Weenon. A cortain nunber of fanillcs would live on the labe:-
farn, They would probably bc allowed to koep noro stock and to
plough nmore land. than thoac on tho home farn, In roturn. for ,
those rights the mcn would be expoctod to gorve their six-nonth:
term each yoar on the:home farm and to be roclioved, at the onc
of that poriod, by another nienber of the fanily, On both labour

~and hone farus it was gonerally oxpocted that young woncn woul!

be provided. te work,on tho six-nonths arrangenent, in domestic
gsorvice on the farn, boforo they got marricd, ;

The ihquiry wvhich follews shows tho- 6-nonths syaton
3till to. bo oporative in sone arocas, but it is obvidumly dying
out and boing rcplaced with- all-thu-goar sound work accompenicd
by highor wagos and & rcauc ion .n the anouus ot arablc land
%nd the wrfber or stock to which a resident labouror is cntit-

ad,

PERGVILLE: ,
a) Introductory: This is an agricultural and nixed-farming Adig-
ried Soraorins on the Drakensberg., Moat labourors liveo on tiun
farms on which they work, Thc "six-months" syston is still.
found but very rarely, It is occasionally rotained by the oldcr
farmcrs, Younger fermors usually run their farms on the basil
of a ludourcr worki for 1l nonths cech ycar, Thc labourcrs
thenselves prefer thls oyoton,partly becauso influx-control
provents then fron getisng well-peid work in town during their
gix-nonths "out". Lebour forng cre pruectically unknosm cnd thverm
grc o:%y ~pot two wealthy famiers in the district who gtill
cve CIT, ’

b) Wegea: .
Ezgourcrs(ccautl_or pomcnent)
- Usual wege......e.. R6-50 por nonth,
Occcaionclly only R4 per nonth,
EE-—_T-_IZ .

ceptionally...... No poy at ell,
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FARM_WAGES . - -

GVILLE:

.c)

a)

a)

Wagos(continued):. R

Yout)t undcr ubout 16 yoars.......... R3 %0 Ré.por.month.
Tractor driverg up to about......... Rl4 p.m, o
Induna in oEEFgu.of‘uovcrul forns, up to S p.0. ;.

Women on rceping, hooing, washing otc, 20-25 oonts 'por day,

Stock:

Cattlo: ' : ' o

- On lerger farmma 10 head pernittod for oaoch married

worker with o naxirun of 20 per houschold. The avorago per

fanily is probably 7 to 14 hoad, ) :
: On ganaller farms tho average por fanily would bo

about 5 hoad, )

Goats: :

5 gocts maxinun per fonily,

Fowls: Pigs and horscs:
No liniy. — Allowcd on sono- farns,

Tho veluc of nilk conaunod'and gurplus stook s0ld in o year
is roughly ostinatcd at R100.. :

Ploughland: . . :
On larger fams a narricd worker would get 15 acres to
plough and plant, .

On scallor ferms the average would be about 5 acres,

- In o good soeson a fanily could hope to reap[about 7 bagec
~ of nwcalies per aecrc, worth K3 per bag, .

AN

Rations:

Working labourers roccive two nmoels a day. The basic elc-
ment 18 phuthu(thicls, dyy porridga) but to. this would usual-
ly bo eddcd cithor bcans, salt, soparated nilk or sugar. Mc:t

. 1s only providod when an aninal dies. or bull-calves arc iili~d,
Casual . workors are given throe noals a day.
A fanily without ploughland will be issuod with a beg of
neel por uonth ~- 180 lbs worth about -R4-20,

£) Uniforn: . -

g)

In terns of now dairy regulations,fdairy-workers -
must be provided-with uniforns, propor washing faollitios
etc,, Othorwiso thoro is no rcgular issuc of uniforn, Tho
fa:ner'sonotince'givqs his workers clothes es Christnas prec-
enta, - T : T - o

Loave: ‘ .
Men who work all the yoar round aro ontitled to a
nonths leave, without pay, caoh year. Christmas Day end
Good Friday are holidays.

h) Wock-onds:

Whore Sundays are. workcd a dhﬁ”Willléot'onoifull3déy a rontk
ofé. On othor farme he will get 'dvery, or alternato, wcok-.
ends, : - e v '

1) Hours of Work: - .

—. Roughly dawn' to dusk with an hour of? for brcakfést '
end- an hour for lunchy T -

J) Puol: ; ) ' ' -
Cow-dung is widely uscd, or wood is collected. Both
are frea, '
k) Notice: ' :

The miuimun notice a farier is required to givo.a-
worker is one nonth, ;n practico.this usually anounts to
et least 3 wonths, Thé fenily leavos.whon it has found
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FARM WAGES.
BERGVILLE:

Notico(continuod):

a place to go to. It is ontitlecd to roap ite orops and to ro-
rove any building natcrials brought on to tho farn by it,

1) General:

Mer:bers of a fam-lebouror's fanily are oxpectoed to
work for the farnar, the sons as full-tine labourors fron the
sgo of 16 and the woncn when thoy aro roquired.

Tho farmor will usually holp out with nedical expon-
sos should thoeir be illnoos anongat his workors,

BULWER/UNDERBERG :

a)Introductory: . o
Undcrborg village 1s vory closo to tho Drakens-~

berg -end farming conditions on farns botwoen the village and
the rountains are not dcelt with in this inquiry which is con-
centrated on thoe arca twards Bulwer and away fron the Drakons-
bverg., This ia a nixcd-ferming aroa by tradition but there has
becn subgtantial conversion to timber-farming. Many privatoe
farmes have been bought by largoe timbaer conpanies,

The- gencral practice is for farme-labourors to live
on tho fams on which they work, Exceptions to this rule arc
the conpany-owned tinbor farms and some private farus adjoining
local "Resorves", In theso cases men live in compounds and
usually go honc at week-cnds when they are off duty., Privato
farns working on this systcm arc in a ninority and the facts be-
low rclate to privately-owned furms dopcndont on resident
labour. '

The "six-nonths" systent is no longer found, Men wori:
for a cortain tire ond then ask for tine off, Labour farms arc
unknown,

b)¥ages:
Labouror:

The naxisun scong to bc about R6 with no ration of neal,
On another farm & nan riay get R4 plus broakfast and lunch,
.On anothor farm: ho nay get R2 plus a bag of noal.

On another farm he nay get R2 plus a ration of rieal and
sugar but without being provided with meals at work,

Tractor divers and other specialists:

~Therc secris to bo no provislon Zor paying higher wegos to
nen who have acquired skills although in some cases thoy
appcar to bo paid an e¢xtra R2 per nonth,

¢) Stock:

In genoral labourcrs are still antitled to koop stook,
The nunbers seen to range fron about 2 to 8 hoad per worker
and there docs not secm to be a definite linit set, When hc
thinks a nan has too nany tho fammer will tecll hin to got
rid of sone, Thoso surplus will bo sold privately or on the
local stock sale, Stock arc not kopt for sale but for domca-
tic and lobola purposcs. They arc sold only if they nuet Vb,
cither becausc the farmer has said so or because of gome nri-
8is of illnces, litigation otec,,

d) Ploughland:

The practice of giving labourer's ploughland which was aup-
posed to provide then with the bulk of thoir own food is be-
ing abandonecd as unccononic from cveryone's poiant of vicw.
Farmiers who.previously helped their workers with ploughing,
fertilisor and tinc-off to cultivato, now tend to give ra-
tions instcad. Zech houestead will, howover, still be on-

titled to a garden plot,
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BULWER/UNDERBLRG ¢

e) Rations:

In some ceses a working nan rccoives a nonthly beg of
ncal as his basic ration, Occasionally there is also a sugar
ration to talke hone and often this will bo supplonentod by
nilk and neat to talte hone, the latter only whon an aninal dies
or is slaughtercd. A nan who receives a nonthly bag of neal
is expocted to bring his own phuthu to work with hin, Milk te.
edd to the worker's own phutlm will be givon to hin by the far-
ner at neal-tinco. The nan nay also bring his own neat or othor
flavouring with hin.

‘Workcrs who do not rcceive o nonthly bag of neal will
be provided with two coolted rwwals a day. The nain iton would
be pmithu and it would bec supplencnited by sugar or beans on
occasion, with nillk as a usual supnlenient,

If nilk gocs sour it will bo issucd to workers as anasi,

f) Unifom: ‘ )

. As a rulc no uniforr is provided, On one or two
farns overalls are issucd to tractor-drivers. In a few casges
farmers buy blankets, boots and great-coats in bulk and issuc
these froe to workors, : :

g) Leave:’
There scais to be no fixed arrangonient., A nan will -
work for a ccrtain tine and then agk for time off. He nay
only take a few woclts or ho nuy take soveral nonths, He will
not be peid while he is off,
h) Weock-ends: .

On gone fams tho nen will get altornate weok-cnds
off, fromn noen on Saturday until Monday riorning. On others

they will got aevery third weck-ond off, fron Friday night to
Monday niorning,

i) Hours of Worl:

Gonorally the rulc is dewn to dusk although the norning
Bta{t nay be up to an hour aftor sunrise. Thore are breaks for
neals, .

J) Puel: - Coe

Wood is usually availablé freo; on the farm. Whore it
is not it can-usually be fetched from closc at hand and will
not cost anything. .

k) Notice:

_ Usual practico is to tecll a nan heo nust leave but give
hint the opportunity to find a place to which to go. In exceptin-
al cases a strict, onc nonth's notice will be appliod, The
worker is entitled tb take crops with hin or to be paid out

for anything he hig not yot reapod, He takosg enything he has
contributod towards his lhousc with hin,

1) Housing: - .
On private farns this 1s of the traditional type and
a zgrkor g?g ngvci_og ggda farn will usually draw pay and
rations whilo ho is:building. Subgtantial.
vided on tinmbor fams, reial hullalnge ere pro-
‘n) General: - '
_ Wonen are expected to work at poak soasons and wi
be paid 10 conts a day for about 5 hours work, On piece-w:ril
they nay ocarn nore, A woran oan probebly carn R10 to R12 & ycar
in this way, Children also ‘do work of this kind, Some farmcrs
pay nodical oxpensea, but not all,
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GINGINDLO
a)lntroductiry:
This is a sugar-farning area. Tho position deascribed

i1s that which applics on a private cane farm, not one ownod by
a big conpany. Conditions on this farn are alnost gertainly bet-
tor than those gcnerally found on private farms in this arca.
. It is cstimated that, on privato cane forms in Gingindlovu,
about 30% of the labour force is resident with the balance drawn
fron local "rcscrves”, Northorn Zululand and Pondoland, Migrant
workers got the sare pay, rations and uniforn as residents and
arc- accormodated in a coupound, On this farm, if a nigrant worker
fron PondolandA works a full six nonths the farmer pays his farc
hone at thec cnd of that period,

Pay is based on the "ticliob" syston, A "ticket" consists
of 30 days of comploted work,

b)Wagos:
Cano cutter-Basic pay for one ticket.ieiveeves....R10
but by excceding his task a cuttor can earn up to an extrr
R2 per weck, It i9 also custonary for a nan who works
straifht through fron Monday to Saturday to be crodited on
his ticlkot with the following Sunday. :
Drainers and wcedcrg can carn a naxinun R9 per ticket.
Tractor-drivers can carn a naxirun of R20 per ticket and
quallfy  for an annual bonus equivalent to a nonth's pay.
Wonen and boys and girls of resident fapilies are encour-
aged to work,

FARM WAGES.
T .

Worien Can @ABIM .,..eerserasevaressronssnssss 9 por ticket,
GiI‘IS can cearmm 'llltllllllll!ll!ll'llllllltm-so o« ()

Boyn can CBIM  ...veieeveirinnasinronss..R6 upwards,
on-rosident boYs ..ecovievririresiaiesaess RS upwards,

Sons of residents who thenselves live on the farm are expect~
ed to work there and not away from the famm,

¢)Stock:

No large stock pomitted, only pigs and poultry.

d}Plousshland:
Wo ploughland is allottod but each fanily gots a
snall garden plot, .

a) Rations:
ach resident worker gets a weokly ration of:-

14 1lbs nealis necal,
1l 1b beans.,

2 1lb sanp,

1 1b sugar.

14 1b neat. o
1 gallon beer,

A nigrant worker gets the sane through the conpound
lcitchen and on some fanis children also recoive milk,

£)Uniform: :
bourers............................srain beags,
Indunas and tractor-drivers..........overallgg
4) Leave:
Induna ...... 2 weoks paid lesave per annun
ractor driver ., 1l week's .. . .
CrS.:iss00:4.., NO leoave,

h) Week-cnds:
work usually onds at 1 p.o. on Saturday &
workers are then off until Monday mogning. Y



TARM WAGYS.
GINGINDLOVY :

1)Hours of work:
‘An average of 8 hours a day,

J) Puel:
Firewood is free,

k) Notice:
' raesident fanily would gencrally be entitled to
one nonth's notice, No btuilding naterials would be recuoved
by a departing fanily except for drift-wood it night
have collectod .on tho boach,

1) Housing:
The tendoncy is towards the provision of substantial
housing (brick and asbustos) providing a fanily with two
roong a kitchen and a vcrandah, ©

n) General: ' : ) -
. On nost farms sone children attend school and, in

gone cases, schooling is subsidisod by the farmers.

IX0PO/ DONNYBROOK AREA:

Phis is prinarily a nixed-farming arca but one in which
tinber-farming i3 corvion,Thero appear -to be four diffor:nt fam-
ing aystens- in-operation of which the .two most comnonly found on
privately~owned farms aro sot-out-in dotail here, The .ther tvo
systens aro: a)  found on a-srall group of farms neinly owncd by
Coloured familics. The "gix-nionths" systen still predoninates cnc
the ron work neinly in Durban, The wonien and children arc sont
riongy spasriodically and appoar to be very badly off, Whon workin:
on the farn the iien aro paid fron Rl to 23 per nonth, Four hcad
of catile per faniily are pernitted, b) ferms owned by tinber cori-
panies, Labour is recruited, paid 50 cents a day or nore(accord-
ing to skill), z=nd fed and housed by the conpany, Hours of werk
are roughly fron dawn until conpletion of tho day's task and weelk.-
cnds are froc cxcept when a nan is required for fire-duty.

The two nain ~roups are the following:

GROUP 1:
&) Introductory:

This syston is found botween Ixopo and Donnybrook.
The labourers are resident and work throughout the ycar,

b) Wegos:
.anskillod 1abourer....ev.vss00s00.,.R5 per nonth,
Ir7ctor driver or other skilled nan,,R8 to R0 p.n.

c) Stock:
Mo stock arc peritted,

d) Ploughland:
ks a rulo no ploughlund 4is providod but cach fanily
gots 4 to 1 acre for. a vegetable garden,

6) Rations:

These vary slightly according to the size of the fanil'
but on average a family would get:- . i

1 bag ricalics (valuc about R4-20) por nonth,
2 pints nilk or 4 pts skinmed nilk por day,
The 1little potatoes fron the potato .harvest,

Working ren arc provided with their breakfast and lunch
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PARM WAGES..

IXOPO/DONNYBROUK ¢ -

by the farmer., Tho neals would‘usunlly conasiats of:-

Brealfast: Phuthu plus'sugar or arasi,
Tunoh:rhuthu plus beans or pwipkin, cabbage or occasionsl-
ly neat,

£)Lloavo: | Lt
Varies from farm to farm, Somc farms give a nonth's
leave on full pay cach yeer, others less,or shorter periods riorc
frequently.

- g)Uniform:
ourcra are not usuwally provided with uniforn.
Tractor-arivers and dairy-workers get overalls,

h)‘Weck—enda:

Saturday is a working day. Sundays aro free except
on deairy farmms whorce altornate Sundays aro worlked,

i) Hours of work: - o
awvn to ong hour before dusk with .3 an hour off for

brecakfast and an hour for lunch,

3) Nuoel:
Wood is collccted frae,

k) Housing:

Iraditional, wattle-and-daub typo huta arc built by
the worlkers thensoelves.

GROUP 11:

a)Introductory: o

The systen described below 1s that gonorally found in
the Ixopo aree proper, Theiv are exrcptional cases of farnoers wh
draw their labour from labour farns and house it in compounds tu:
nost farmis are worlked by resident fanilies, .

The "ticltet" systorr is used, a "ticket" oconsisting of
30 days of conpleted worlk, Pay ic drawn when a "ticlket" has boun
conpleted and not by the uonth. It is eastinatod that it usually
talces 4 to 4% nonths for a worker to conmplote 3 full tickets,

b) Wages:
UngitIlTed labourerg..vivevaeessss.. R4 por ticket.

Skilled labourers e.g, foncers or a uan who treins oxen

. R6 to R7 per ticket,
Tractor-drivers would not nececssarily he paid nore than
ordinary labourcrs although thoy ugually would and coulq
GBI sssvssvinosrasaressnsassnsasass RE8 to RI0 por tickes.
Wonen working ut pcuak scasons and, say, hooing for 3
doys end then spending 4 at hone,,...R2 per ticket,
Girls working rcgularly in the garden...R4 per ticket,

Girls .. e o house.,, RS ., e
Migrant 1abourers.......vvveevssrouse...R6 0 R7 ., ..
0)Stock:

6 cattle(usually 4 oxen and 2 cows) allowod per fomii -,
1l horse alloweg,

Chickeno end pigs arc kept round the hone,

At 6-9 nonths an aninal is rogarded as full-grown an-
the farmer would te;l the owner to get rid of one of his cat-
tle, He night do this by slaughtering one for a fanily fecast



FARM_JAGES.

IXOPO/DONMYBROCK :

or by hiring grazing at 30 to 50 ccnts rer aninal per nonth, Al-
tornetively ?o wguldtsell one aninel. Ilfost familiag would 56111
an avorgye of a beast o ycar and would oxpect to roali frov
R50 to RYO fron such a sala, P 50 frou

4)Ploughland:
A Tarily can oxpoct to bo allocated about 4§ acres of

good lend which should produce sorio 40 bags of nealioes(worth
epproxinatoly R3-50 per beg) per annun,

e) Rations:

‘0 rations aro issuvd to fanilios, Workers, howover,
are provided with brookfast and lunch alons; tho semno lines as
those in Group 1 above, Farmers arc increcasingly tending to buy
supplcenenntary foosds such es pro-nutro,

?) Uniforn:

labourors.,.................no workiny clothcs provided.

Donestic girls............,... working clothcs providecd.

MIkers and tractor-drivers... overalls provided.
aincoata are issue y thce farner when it is wet but aro

retained by hin,
Clothes are ofton yiven to workers as Christnas presents,

g) Leave:

Sone farmers give ono nonth's leave on full pay a year.
Others give ) wecks without pay on conpletion of 3
tickets,

h) Wcck-ends:!

Iairy farmers oxpect their workcrs to work alternante
wcek-cnds, On other farns i:en work overy third week-end,

i) Hours of work:.

Dawn to onc hour before sunget, with 3 an hour of% for
breakfast and an hour for lunch.

j) Puel:
Wood is collectod frae,

k) Notice:

A fcniiy which yets the sack expocts 3 months notice to
oove, It nay, but often will not, take building neterials it hng
provided for its hone with it,

1) Housing:
Traditional type huilt by the workcr hinself.

n) General:
Arongst farners in both Group 1 and Group 11 it is
cugtonnry to give frco itcdical essistance and to cncourage the
farrn children to go to school,

LIDGET'ON:
@)Introductory:

This is another nixed-farning arm, iost of the informa-
tion which follows applics to & cairy and tinbor farm with lub-
ourcrs resident on the fam: and working ull the year round, Con-
ditions on this farm uare elriogt certainly above average,

The "six-nonths" gyston atill survives in places in the
district although nostly only on wore ranote farms sone riiloes
cway fron the nain Durban-Johanncsburg railway «ine.



PARM WAGES.
LIDGETTON(continuad):

b) Wagos: : :
Lebourers and tractor-Arivers..ssves.esess o R8 por nonth.
n this farn a responsible youns nan who supervises thoe
loading of tinber trucks & hes cortain responsibilities in the
‘dairy 19A§nid R12-00 por nonth,

1 workers in the tinboer section of the farm can ocarn o
ronthly bonus of from R2 to R4 and, 1in tho dairy a bonus of up t-
R2 per nonth for oxece d%n Bh 111k quoqa 'Jopon can carn P2-50 tr
tri ng : %arc og -ﬁ [hours a dayy———
B3 p.r./8RTtRe six-nonths firns e labourog-is paid R3 to Ré p.n,
¢) Stock:
On this fam no atock arc allowed although & Least
ney be brought on to it for a nonth or so prior to glaughtering.

On tho six-nonths farns probebly 2-4 hoead of cattlc
per worker would be allowed, 1:ilk oconsuriod and surplus stock
sold would bo worth RS0 to R100 por annu: Yo the fanily, .

¢) Ploughland:
Monc isprevided but each fanily is allocated a garden
of % to 1 acrec which is ploughed end contourod free of charge b’
the farmer. This garden could produce 0-7 begs of necalies,

On the six-nonths farrig the allocation of land varies
trenendously,

e) Rations:

On this farn they arc:

180 1bs neal per nonth for nan,-wifo and children.
120 lbs rmcal for a narricd ran without children,

2 lba supar per working nan por waek.

1 pint nilk pcr working nan per day,

About 2 lbs calves' neut per man por waeek, .

Those rations aru issued throughout the yoar, including
the time when the nmen is on lcave,

£) Uniform:
Overalls are provided.

g) Loave:

A nan works 12 nonths and is then ontitled to 30
days leave, on full pay and rations, loss tho nunbor of daya wor!.
ho has nmissod during the ycar, whother through sickpcsg or
othor cause.

h) ﬁeek-ends:

Saturday ridday to Mondey morning once a nonth,
M??y farmers with nilking rachines give cvery other weok-end
off,

i) Hours of Work: :
ourg per day in wintcer. 94 hours in sumner.
J) Tuel: .
Firowood is free, plentiful and oloso %o hand.,
It) Notico:
A ran with sotck would be given 3 nonths

notice, one without stock, a nonth, He takes with hin anything
he ney have contributed to thc housc he occuples,
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LIDGETTONgcontinued);

1) Goneral:
ost childron in this aroa go %o school. -On this fam:
thoroe is no obligetion.on wonen or children to work although a
grown-up boy, living with his parents on the farn, would be ax-
pocted to work. - o

MOOI RIVER:

a) Introductory: ‘ .

what follows is an cstinate of thé usual conditions
found on farms within a ten nilc radius of the town of Mool River,
It is predoninently a nixed-furming area, Within the area probai-
ly 90% of farn labourcrs are resident on the farns on which they
work, although half the farmers will, in adsfition, erploy 1 te
6 casual workcers, These "casuals" nay work on the sare ferr: for
sovaral ycars, Theoy nay be young, umnar:icd rien or they ray have
honnes in the "rogerves". A fow farmers sca to have tharn labonr
fams -g$11l but there appear to be no such ferrs in the arca sur-
veyed here, Such farms would nperate on the six-nonths systor,
fhey would still be found in the Midllerest area and in the
Drakensboerg. Pre-war & lerge nwaber, if not the najority, of
Mo 1 River fams would have been worked by men from thorn labou;
farms, ‘ .
The general rile today seens to bo that the further
fron Mooi River e forrs is the lower the cash wages will be, th
rore cattle will be allowed <nd the nore corvion the gix-nonths
systcn will be, Yor instance, a famer who permits 3 hcad of
ccttle on his "horme" farm iay allow 8-15 head on a 'Berg or
thorn farm., A nmuiber of Mool River: a.rshave grazing farms in
one or other of thuse arcas end in sonie cages in both, Men fror
these farms .y conc to work on thoe "hone" farm on the 9ix-
nonths systorn., . :

b)¥eyes:

Lebourersg:Averasc sterting wage for e resident worker
would be W6 por nonth.,
"ho loweet is RS and the highest 110 p.n.
Hon-resident labourer. would carn R6 to R1O0,

Iroctor-drivers: A nen gtarts at from R7 to RLO and ray
rigse to Rl4 per nonth,

Men in cherge of pigs, tho dairy ete. get nore than the

basic wage, ’

An Induna nay get up to R20 per nonth, i

Yomon nny carn 113 to R1O as donestic scrvants,

Woren and children can ocern 15 to 30 cenis a day on casucl

~scagonal worl or rlorc on task work e.g. picking puas,

c) Stock:

The avorage allowance in this area is 3 nature stock ¢

it 19 cstirmated that the salc of surplus trings in only about
R20 per annun, . .

d) Ploushland:
Most farmcers no longor give an allocetion of ploush-
lend although furilies will have gerdens, Rztions are iven

in 1ieu of land end in only a few casceg ig it still the casc
that land is given instcad of rations

e)Rations:

The usual basic ration is c bag of nicalie meal weisn-
ing 180 1rs fgr each worker %o take lhomc cach rionth. N
~ In ddAdition gore furms provide Lrecakfast and lunch
consisting of phuthu ~nd cithir sugar, skirncd nilk or reat



MOCT RIVER(continued):

and, ocoagionally, beans or pro-nutro. The provision of naeals by
tho farmor usually depunds on how far fron thoir homes tho ncn

arc working. If they arc working near thoir honos, thoy will o
hone, 1f they arc far away they will be fod, Sonetines it ig th:
practico for the childron to talke -food to thc men in the fiolds.

f£)Uniforn:
Ordinzry latourcre usuall? ¢ut nothing.
trector-drivers ‘viesissse Ovaralls,
Halry-workers tirvaasad, OVeralls,

Soric farrjors give working clothos as Chrigtinas breacnta.

G) Leave:

One nionth's leave pecr annwi, in sonie cascs on full
pay, -in others on half pay.

h) Wock-cnds:

. Yhere there is no nilking or focding to be done fexr
worlkers will ;;:ct every Sundey off, wWhoare there 1is work to ho
done on Sundeys they will cither get altormate weck-ends off m
one off a nionth., This would be from Saturday noon to Monday
morning,. lixed farmis nay give a weok-ond a nonth and ulternetc
Sundays. .

i) Hours of Work:

Winter: 7 a.n. to 1 p.n, with § to 2 hrs for broekfast.
2 p.at. to 5 p.no,

Swier: 5§ a.n, to 1 p.n, ‘e .
2 p.a, to 6 pu.n,

J) Ruel:
Firowood is aveilablo free,

k) Boticoe:

A resident lzbourcr is usually ontitlod to 3 bonths ’
notice an? to take with hin any building naterials he has sup-
pliod hinself. Thetch and poles are considered his.

1) -Housing:

- A few farrors are starting %o provide brick or block
hougaes but usually the labourcr buillds his own wattlyg-an'-
daubdb hone, .

‘1) General:

fioat children arc within reach of a school und probveb-
ly attond it at least fror the age of 10 to about 14, The
standards cre low dut they arc taught to rcad and write up to-
c point, All resident edult nien are expected to work on the
famm. Song arc not cncouraged to live on the ferm and work
clsewherc, Marriéd woren »né unnarriod girle who have leoft
school agefexpocfod to work if roquired,

efore the Wor the six-iionths systoen generully applice
in this area vnd it is protably ftricto say that : .
African children was frovned ugon.JC v = sqhoelin&lfor

Most fururs aguiat with izelical cxXpenso s
loans, eupportin: thc faily when the workeg is iiltr;;bggrt'
other tines of 2eirestic crisis, ' o
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FARE WAGZES.,
NEWCASTLEJTRECHT ARTA:

This is the only aren covered by this inquiry in which th.
"gix~-ponths" systen is tho genoral rulc. Thoro areo a fow farms
where it has bocn abandonod, but they aro very nuch in the ninor-
ity. Across tho Buffalo iliver, in the old Vryhoid Republic, con-
ditions arc worse than elsewharo,

In Ncwecastle District tho wo;,l boent of the 1950s result-
od in ruch of the land lLuing bought up, for grazing purposes, 1:
Freo State fanucrs., The ferucrs 2un't livo on theso fems -~ an
they, and other "thorn" famis abutting on tho Usinga arove, prol-
ably provide lcbour for their ownors on thoir fams in the Froo
State and tho Transvaeal, . .

There are a nunber of different coteporics of famis in
this argea. an at.oupt hes boon nade to (ive sono details of con-
titiony in cach und then to conclude with A ¢enoral suwmary for
the whole areas. The threo broad cateqorics of farmcrs arc:-

d; owncrs of fams where the labourcrs aro resident,

®) bigior famers owning scveral farms in Ratal &
over the bvordor,

¢) Iehour-farn owncrs.,

the first category can be further divided into two, and
this has bucn donc for prescnt purposas,

A(i) Parris with Resident Labourers which have becn owned by fhc
gesie “nhite family for several pencrations,

a)Introductory:

On thege feams a foudal, poternalistic relationship
preveils ~nd there is gencrully goodwill botween the farrer and
his lebourcrs. “he gix-ionths systcr is in force, one :enber nv
the fariily beoing expceted to worl: on the famm while othurs eorr
noney elscwhire, Before influx-coritrol the prectice was to ro tw
Johanneslurg, :

The farter usually sctiles disputes and helps if the

is e rrcdical erisis or a harvest feiluro, Yhe youny people ~rc
goetting restive and incercusingly dissatisficd with this wey of
life and erc drifting to the towns, in spite of the Aifficult-
ios put in their way.

b) Wupes:

As a rule no wegos are paid., At the riost & nan would reocive

a tokon Rl por onth,

In eddition to the gix nonths' stint e nan nust work,
~irls of suitablo age erc cxpcctod to work in or around the
house, Adult nen and wonen riay bo called out to parforr: cer-
tein tasks at certain scasons, No wege is paid for any of this,

¢) Stock:

An averagro of 5 hcad of cattlc per adult niale worker ig
nllowed, : '

d) Plouphlnnd:
A fanily is entitled to botwoen 2 and 5 acres, Fron this
lznd it will expect to reop hotween 5 and 10 bags of mealios: ’

probably, on avornge, cenouch to provide its basie food for
6 onths, s

o) Retione: o
ctual workers will be given phuthu and oither siinn
Tilk o€ brown sugar twicc a day. If an aniral dies, thcio w{fg
se neat,

f) Hours of Work:
unrise to sunsct,
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PARM WAGES.
N 'LIE/UTRECHT ( continuecd) !

g) Woek-ends:

Sundays are froe axcept for cssentlal chores end 80110
farmers olso ;ive Saturdays off, e e e e

h) Ruel:

Cow-dun;; is uscd neinly, sonotines wood, Both are froc,

A(41) SMALL UNECONOMIC FARMING UNITS NEAR A TOWN c.i at INGDGO,
near Nowcastlo, :

e)Introductory:
ngogo there are a largo nwhber of snell farr:
tho owners of which worlk in Neweastlae., The faims ere left in the

hands of a reclative or on African enployoec during the weck ann
the ownerg return to thon at week-ends., The famcr lhas invari.’l -
Yoen forced Ly his own circunstances to find ‘work in town end

the conditions of his workers are correspondingly poor, Thec rel: -
tionghip betwcen farm-owner and resident-labourer is very ruch

a businaess one, The famior noids the labour and the labourcr
necds sorowhere to live, The gix-nonthsg systen usually applic:.

b) Wages:
Rogident labourers: .
Durin;; their six nonths "in", et no pey or naximun Rl rn.r.
During their.six rionths "out", Rl to R4 per nonth

Casucl labourers are paid R1-50 to R6é per ronth.

Wonen ond Children do household worl, laundry ate., for
nothing,,

¢) Stoclk:

LT Seldon, if cver, nore-than 5 hoad to a fanily..Sonc
“fanilios arc too poor to afford eny stock at all, -

d) Ploughland:
This is provided but it porbebly only producés ahout
six bags of nealies o yoar, :

Rations, weck-ends, hours of work and fuel are the sm'c
ag Ior the provious category.. :

B BIGGER FARMERS OWNING SEVRAL FARMS IN NATAL OR OVER THE
BUIUL K. . : ’

a)Introductory: o :
THeny Zfariis in this pert of Northern Natal sre in

tho solae charpe of Africcns. The adventages to the African. ~rc
obvious. He avoids contstont negging fron a resident enployer 4
provided he ettends to the stook and fences, ho is left in coi-
parative peace, _ o
In gconersl the kranlhead on & farm with an absentoc

ownor will not to paid, althou;h he nay have considerable res-
ponaibility, His sons will work for the farmer and be peid R1
per nonth or, noro often, nothing, The nain cagh incore of the
fanily nust be provided by another son, or song, who will Ve
away.working soticwhere clse, The young nen, and sorietincs the
irls es well, will do their stint on the hone farm, ¢oneral-
ly for nothing, and will then return hore. The attractions of
lifc on these farms are the larger nunber of stock ellowed,
the grcater acreege of ploughland provided rnd. the nore Aisni-
fied rclationship which exists between worker and famer,

Onc nan in charge of 5 fams is »aid RO per nonth and
1s allowed tcn head of cattle and ten acros of lend. A skillcs
worker such as a lorry- or tracbor-driver nay be paid RS to




FARM WAGES,

HEWCASTLE(UTRECHTQcontinuod): ' - :

P10 por rionth.;On the other hand, ho night ve paid nothing.
C , ‘
C. PARMERS ®ITH LABCUR FARMS.

The purcly labour (as opposed to labour oun groazing) formw
are found in the Tthorn" country towards lisinga., The farus arc
overgrazed and noglooted and the rolationship between farner «n’
labourcrs is often straincd, The labourcrs' attitude night well
bo voiced in this way:- "Thc white nen has cone to fetch us to
work on his farm--we (0 rcluctantly---we will do our stint vl -
ingly---wo orc not conccrncd how ruch he grouses at ug---event-
ually we will get back to our homes."

Surnary for thc Newcastle/Utrccht Area,A'

o)Introduetory: - .
_ — The six-lionths systen is still elnost universal,
s“here it hos gone out, weges end gencrel conditions gcen beticr.

b) Wepics: ) X
ix-rionths systen; ' 5

During the six-nonths IN,..... NO PAY to R1-00 pn...,
Durin;; the six-nonths OUT..... Rl to R6 p.m,

Lleven rronths systen;

A nan nicy earn up to R0 per nonth, .

c) Stock: : e S
A fenily will usuelly own 2 to 10 head, Song fami-
lics providing a nunber of workers nipght own 20 heed or nore,
There is & gencral reluctance to sell cattle, Rether

than do this & fanily will loan thent to pcople who do not have
their quota (under the old Zulu "ukusisa" custon) -or sonc for-
rers will graze thenn for 30 to 40 cents per heed per nonth.
They will, however, be sold %o nect an anergency or wien all
delaying tactics have finelly failoed. On o bip farm & nan nisht
rcalise up to R400 per annun fror his stocl, R50 would protehly
ke & fair averege for an aninel sold. On the V“igrer forng, et
leagt, nilk would be plentiful,

Goets and horscs are sorietines allowed and a few fowls
will be found at most horics, Those will not usually be sold
but will be used occasionelly for fanily. purposes,-

a) Plouihlend:

The usual anount provided is.2.to. 5 acres,- The
favourite crops arc ricalics and nabela, Lnough riealies will
nsually be reaped to last the faniily about six nonths (5 tags)
gnd t?g nabela will e usod to brew beer, souwe of which will
e sold.

e) ‘Rutions:

Yorkors will be provided with two rieals daily con-
sisting of phuthu cnd brown sugar or skirmed milk an the srallcy
farns. . .

£) Uniforn: .
Tn the better farms overclls are provided, on others
no working clothes arc issued, Girls working es domestic sor-
vants arc usually ¢iven uniforns, .

) Leeves

On the ll-nonths systen a nan will got e nonth's
leave on, full pay, '



FARM WAGES.
NEWCASTLE/UTRECHT(continuod):

h)Wook-cnds:. :

Sundeys arc goﬂerully froo..English-epeakihG farriers
tond to give Seturday aftcrnocns off, Afrikeans-speaking not.

i)Hours of Work:
. On-gong farns thesc are suniise to sunsget,
Cn othors.....vivvevees 1T a0, t0o 5 p.o,

Practor-drivers work 8 hour shifts;’ihciudina night-
shifts 1f nocessary. .

§) BPaelr :
' Cow=dung: or wood zrc always available freo.

k) Notice: I
Tho usual is 3 nonths and a rian is-entitled to reap his

crops.,

1) General:

e - Meny fanilies live under a pall of insecurity. They
are even afraid to inprove their lend too obviously;, in casc
the farmer should Qecide he wonts it and then aack then,

At lecast one nelc nonber of cach fanily 1is oxpected
to work on the farm and worien-folk are cxpectod to do housaehol.l
work. At wceding and reaping tines( a totel of atout 1} ronths)
worien can carn 25 ocnts a dey. )

Sonic fenwrs help their ladourcrs with fertiliser, do
their ploughing for then, provide bulls and ive riedical help
when necossary. As in all arcas, there is considcrable variation
botwenn ferrs, ’

WINYERTON : .

8)Introductory: .
This ds a nixced-farning arca odjoining the Bergville
digtrict and to tho South of it, Beforc. the war a worker in
this aroa, ocnployed on the six-nonths system, would be paid R3
for tho entirc six-nonths periad 1,c, 50 ecnts por nonth,. Nown-
deys, although tho six-nionths syston is still found, 1t 1s Qyin;-
out and labour-farmis have virtually disappoarecd, .

b) Yeges:
Labourcrs: : o
\Tnan.working thc six-ronths systew,....RL or R? per nonth.

A resident on the 1l nonths systen...... up to R6 per nonth.
A non-rosident worker.........svsssv4...R6 %0 RB pcr ronth.

Tractor-Ariver or Induna uightlearn up to R12 per nonth
or )3tss qus pIoughlana or a rnetlie ration, -

A young; wonan living on the ferm would be oxpected to do
dortestic work for Rl a month or less -- in sone cascs R1=50
for the cntiro six rionths;, ‘ - e .

A youns: woman from off thcxfaru:.....i.qR3.ber nonth,
Yoman pet seasonal work, o}g. hocing, at 15 cents e day,

On sone farms girls rust work for a full six nonth stint re-
ceiving ncithor pay nor unifomn. :

¢)Stock:
: ‘e everege allowance 1s 5 head of cattle per kraal,
If the kreal provides o nurber of workers this nunber ney be
increasod, Cattle provide riilk, tho basis for lobola contracte
and are occasionally sold. The valuc of rilk consuried and
stoclt sold in a ycar night auount to R60 to R8O,



FARM WACES.

WINTERTON (oontinued):

a)Ploushland: ' .
A rosidcnt labouror will get 2 to 3 acres allocated to
hir and this should produce & total of about 10 begs of nealies

per year. . ‘

e) Rations:. .
: A workor, whethcr resident or casual, will be given
neals consisting of cither phuthu and salt or phuthu and sugar,
‘Residents will get two such noals a day and non-residonts threc,
Non-residunts nay got an occasional issue of nllk or an ox-head,

£)Unifom:

Ietourers will not receive any,
Tractor-drivers on some farus would get overalls..

) Leavo:
. no nonth's paid leave is usual for all-the-ycar-
round workers, .

h)Wcck~cndg:: - .
Sundays are generally frece. Whore there is dairying ov
pig-kaecping, nilking and feeding on Sunday orning and evening
would have to be dona,

1) Hours of Work:
Sunrise to sunset, six days a week,

j) Puel:

Cowdung or wood is collected free. Wood is not plentiful
in this arca.

k) Motice:-

. 3 is supposed to depend on the contract which
should be in writing, Thrio nonthe is the usual for recsident
fanilies, ‘ .

1) Housing: - - .

A resident labourer usually builds his own, tradition..l,

Zulu-type hut and recrioves it if he loaves the farn,
n) Gencral:

On tha six-nonths systerny, as olscwherc, ‘one son relieves nno-
ther, Tho father nay be excused fron working altogether if he ha:
seveorel sons. On one day occh'weck-all wonon are expected to run-
der frec service to the fenier, generally around tho house,

The following were the conditions of service of & ran who
was interviewed in tho Wintorton aroa during the course of this
inquiry:- .

The nan worked the six-nionths syston and he was paid R
for the ontire six-nonths period that he worked., He roceived 2
reals a day consisting 'of phuthu and e little suger. He was
allocated 3} acres of land frory which he cexpected to roap 4 bays
of inealies, over and obove greon nealios consuned by the fanily,
He Xept 9 hoad of cettle. On the farm on which he lived the
wonen could carn 15 conts a day, in season, for heoing oetec,,
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In conclusdion, how close Jo the wazes in ocash and kind, set out arove,
approaoh. tho minimum nocossary to anable an African fathor, working on A farm,
to keop his. family in roasonahle hoalth?

At tho end of 1958 tho S./.Institutu .of Race Relations worked out $hc
minimum roquiremonts of an African family of fivo(father, mothor and 3 childron)
living. in Johannosbursz, Expenditure was allowod for undor tho hoadings of
food, clothing, rent, fuel, cleaning matorials, transport and ‘other' (tax ctc).
The food requirements wora bnsed on a minimum Jiot worked out by the Dopartmont
of Nutrition which provided for a monthly ration as followsi-

Meat 181b 120z; M4lk 97 pints; 3ecans 151lbs; Menlie meal 58lbs; Samp 45lbs;
Brown broad 33 two-lb loavos; Potatoas 18%1hbs; othor vegotablos §01lba;
suzar 20#41bs; margarine 431bs; larl 71ba; toa 3lbe; salt 3¥1bs,

This was regarded as the minimum diot nacaessary to kaap tpo family in
rongonablo health.

In late 1964 a survoy was conduotod in Pietermaritzdurg, using the same
ostimatos of minimum requiraments dhat the Institute had workel out, to catny-
lish the noois of n similar family living and workinz in that city. The f{;urc
arrive!l at was just over R48 per month. Vainy this as o basis an attempt wng
then made to asscss the minimum rcoquiremonta of a domestic scrvant working in
Plotcrmaritzburg. Allowance was made for food and uniform reccived at work
and roductions were ma'c in thc ostimate! requiremonts of tho family for vvury
item of necossary expeniiture oxcopt tox anl olucational foes, ’hich wcro takon
to bo irroducible, The fijurc arrivoe? at came to N35 por month, The nsscsg-
ment was made on the hnsis of the domoatic servant's family boing rescrvo-hascd,
Tho monthly roquiremonts of such a family are probahly vory similar to thosc of
an African farm worker's family, with thoso oxcoptions. The domestic worker
will raceive most 1if not all of his food at his placo of work, and tue farm
workor will not have to pcy trons-ort costs andl his fuel will normally he frec.
With those adjustments it anpuars that the baaic monthly roequiromonts of a frrm

family of five are roushly as followa in mid-1966:

Food 25.75
Clothing 6.50
Soap 60
Tax 29
Schooling _2.32_
TOTAL 25.46

s 1
These figures make no allowance for melical cxponses or for such other

recognised prescnt 1oy neods ns fmrniture, tobacco, recroational oxpeonscs,
church duos etc., It should also bo pointed out that althouzh farm workers mAy
not pay rent thei gonorally have to dbuild and ropair thoir own homes,

Tnking evofythinq into consideration it socms fair to say that a farm family
tolay shoulil ho enrning the equivalent of R35.00 per month if it ia to maint~in
itself at a minimum standard and that it is a wago of this stanlarl thnt

farmers should te aiming to pey.
Because tho income from 3ardens, lands and stock and from the onrnings of

memhors of tho family other than the fathor vary so enormously, it i{s vory
difficult to work out how close tho farms, in the districts quotod in the toxt,
come to tho desirable minimum, Tho improssion is, howevor, that, in most Jis-
tricts thoy are still a long way shoert of it, Individual farmors themselves will

bo adle to oatimato, from thoir knowlelge of their own farm conditions, whether
and, 4if go, by how far they are falling short of the desiradle minimum,



APPENDIX 2.

Department of Bantu Administration's records

of unrest by African people in

KwaZulu-Natal(1958-1960),
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DEPARTMENT OF BANTU ADMINISTRATION,
P.0. Box 154,
QIRRAN,

15th February, 1961,

NATIVE UNREST IN DURBAN 1958 - 1960.

(Instances of disturbances and unrest in other parts of the Country, especially
in other parts of Natal are included on account of their effect on the Bantu

* poople in Durban and on account of the fact that insofar as Natal is concerned,
Durban is a strategic caentre for subversive elements).

Acril, 1952, Pamphlets lasued by "Natal Protest Week Committee™ in which
ex-chief Luthuli calls for people to support "stay-away"
strike planned for 14 -~ l6th April, Strike action to coincide
with the 1958 General Elections.

1cth_April. 1998 :  Director of Bantu Administration and his officials and the
Doeputy Commissioner of Policoe address a "Sicouo" assembly of
Durban Native Indunas asking them to assist in overcoming
the proposged "stuy-away" strike. Large-scale infiltration
of A.N.C. members causes meeting to Lreak up in disorder.
Speakers are shouted down. :

14 - 15th Appil, 1988 ¢ Notwithstanding strenuous offorts by agitators and a
leaflet campajgn, propoued stay-away strike proves

to bo & failure. Authoritino launch counter

noaguraes . Police and Bantv Administration 3Security

Corpd guw it onad pativs vical Lastellations end Jines

BTN A0 PI R BT

Moy, = Soptempor, 195% : A.N.C. uses Cato Munor Welfare and Davelopment Board
to whip up foelings againet the City Council and ita officlala.

2153% Sactamber, 1938 : Director of Bantu Administration addresses public
meeting of (5C0 - 600) GCato Manor residents, to counteract
opposition against proposed removeals,

Barly 1959 : Indications that A.N.C. is intensifying its propoganda
campaign. Distribution of leaflsts. Propaganda directed
against reference books, matters relating to kaffir beer and
the resettlement of people from Cato Manor. The Chief
Superintendent reports on rumours of impending violence,
instigated by the A.N.C. during the winter months.

JAS 14th Japuary, 1953 : Anniversary of outbreak of the 1949 riots is
observed and celebrated by the Cato Manor people., Inspectora
move froely about in Mnyasana shack area, urging people to
prepare to move.

18th %o 23rd Februarv, 1959 +  Vacant and unoccupioed shacks in Mnyasana
demolished.

21sb_February, 1959 A.N.C. Public mesting in Cato iHanor addressed by
ex-chief Luthuli, He advocates opposition to the removal
of peopla from Cato Manor.

23rd Pebruary, 1959 :  Protest gathering of women and children at Department
of Buntu Adminiastration Head Office at midnight.

24%h Tobrugry, 1959 ¢ Native women squat in relays at Bantu Administration
Head Office where they spend whole day and night. Evidenco
of political agitation and that tho avent is sponsored and
organised by African National Congresa,
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25th February, 1959 1+ Large crowd of femals demonstrators break into Director's
office, and become aggressive, Arrangements made for
deputation to meet the Mayor at 7,00 pem. at theLirey
Street Women's Hostel, Deputation demands open air
nmeeting and falls to appear at the Hostel,

26th February, 1959 1 Crowd of belligerent women demonstrete outside Department
of Bantu Adminlstration Head Office. A4gain a very
large party break into the Director's office. Orowd
tncited to smash up buildinge S.4.P. "Riot Squad®
called ine Women taunt the polices

27th February, 1959 : The Native female demonstrators move from Ordaance Road
and about 30 are tfound squatting on City Hall steps.
Svidence that this move asponsored by A.lN.C. A meeting
batween His Worship the Mayor and a deputation is held
in No. 3 Committee Room,

Saturday 23th February, 1359 : 0fficials and S.A.P. vigiting Mnyasans area
have to withdraw to avoid any incident because of the

ckallenging attitude of the orowd.

Roaydoly A detailed account of the "February, 1959, Disturbances"
is given in Annexure "G" of a coafidential paper by the
Diiwcter of Bantu Adininistration entitled "Memorandum
on cortuin matters of concern to Bantu Administration
preocesding ond surrounding the Cato Manor Disturbances
of June, 1959," ‘This report is dated 12th Febiuary, 1960,

o8k March. 3929 ¢ Large crowd observed re-erscting shacks pirevioualy
demolished in Miyasana areas

March  April and #ay. 1959 ¢ A aumbsr of African dational Congrass pamphlats
diatributed. GConsidsrable agitation especially at the
SoJ. Smita Lovetion,

2okh Appidk, 1959 Chinf Superintendent informed boycott of beerhalls would
start on 24th June, 1959. A.4.C. pamphlet issued a few
days Jzler satting out plans for boycott.

174 Juns, 1959 Bosrhall boycott comnences with attack by women on Cato
Munor beernall,

18th June, 1959 : Trouble spreads and ettacks made by women on beerhalls
in town. Dirsector and Chiet Superintenden: endeavour
to address many thousands of irate women in Cato Manor.
Cara and buses stoned, Bulldings burned, Trouble spiread
tu Lamont, Umlazl Glebe, Chesterville and S.J. Smith
Location. Dishan Netiva areas swept by wave of arson
and pillage, Drastic police action, £100,000 damage.
Boorhall boycott continues for about 8 weeks - would-be
drinkers intimidamec,

2680 Jupe, 1959 Ncn-European public reeting at Currie's Fountain attended
by many thousands. "Freadom Day" called by A.N.C.,
N.I.G., C.0.D. and S.,4.C.I'.Us Pamphlets advertising
this weeting widely distributed.

9th July, 1259 Native women attack beerhall at Verulam.

12th_gugust, 1999 : 350 women in Port Shepstone district demand interview
with Agricultural Officer and Magistrats.

12th_Auguss, 1959 District Commendant 5.A.P.,Pietermaritzburg reports 75%
dipping tanks in Hatal Iniand Police Division Jestroyed.

24th Auonsta 1999 ¢ 85 Hative womon fined at Umzinto for creating disturbance.
Demonstrations and disturbancss reported in Ixopo, Hibbere
dene, Camperdown, Port Shepstone, Inanda, Wartburg and
other datal centres. 35 Natlve women at Harding convicted
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for malicious injury to propertys

Demonastrations in Plastermaritzburg. Beer boyoott, rioting,
burning of 3 African schools in Sobantu and other Native
Municipel buildings,

During Julv aod Augugt, 1959 ¢+ Boyscott of potatoes and so-called "Nationalist!
goodo (tea, cigarettos etc,) lnatigated by A.N.C. whose

agents visit private householders and ahops, deatroy any
such commodities found and intimidate householders and
traders, Raign of terror in the making,

12th and 13th Decamber, 1959 : 47th Annual Confersnce of the A,N.C. held in
Durban. 31st March, 1960, fixed as "intl-pass Day" and

15th April, 1960. as "African Freedom Day", Turther
vourcy-wide demonstrations arranged for 26th June, 1960,

2Qth Decemter, 1959 1 Pan African Congrass Conlerence held In Orlandoa

24th Japuary, 1960 ¢ Nine South African Policemen murdered whilst on a liguor
raid in the xwa Tiki area, Cato Manor.

10th Fehruary, 1960 @ Dsmonstratiou by Hetivea arising from shack demolitions
at Eziniawini, Cato Manor., About 60 Natives squat cn
Citv Hall steps in the ocarly morning., Various requusts
Yo delay or defsr ths Ezinkawinl removal, Deputation
aldd -egsed by the Diructor cf Bantu Aduinistration,
Agravd vo weat al Department of Bentu Administratinn
ofi’ces an >lii: to hear the Mayor's reply %o their
denands .

1Ak Fafvuary, 106¢ 3 Lepuceticn informed that the Mayor ncd prepared to accedo

’ to demandig for immedi.be suspension of slum clearancwe.
XS clalms Sheds it s oo satisried with mannsr in
wniet iemovals being cuwiried outa

LOLI Eahiuuas s 2 b Fires Tiucidat-t i fondnlmide Two white S.4.P.
avi wkad in viiicle und wgcapad.  Traders flee Lo towns,
Tronole in rural areas inerausen and spreads from thab
dute onwards.

2iat Sabmiyanyg 196Q 1 imblic mesting at Clermont Townanlp - rasidonta told
Durben Corporatioa h.a acquired titla dneds ic Hawir
propertias and choy would have to movee A van with
londopeaker toured Clarmont 'Township urging residents to
at wud this meeting.

22nd FaRruary, 1967 © A N.C. mombers led by Bishop Rweves staged silent
"Znti-pass" demonstrations in Johannoaburg,

23 - 23rd Yarch, 1960 1+ Start of Fan African Congress Anti-pass campaign -
"no bail, no dufencs, no fine" - burning of passes etc,
Tense atmosphore throughuut Union of South Africa.
Sharpovilia - 69 ki)'-d, 176 wounded. Rioting in many
Reof towns and in .l.yn,

R4k Margh._196Q +  Govurnment banaud pulli: meetings.

28t Marchs 1960 3 "Day of Mowinirg® called hy ex—chisf Luthuli, Rioting again
took place on the Heef and in the Capes A.4.C. and P.A.C.
banad (Unlawful Crganisations Act Ho. 34 of 196G).

20sh Yorshe 1960 1+ Stata of Zmergoncy declared, Trouble continued in Capy
and ou leaf. Sttustion in Lurban very tonse and butsus
stoned ~ workers intimidated and attackeds

1st anrid, 1960 Abouv 10,000 Natives march via various routes from Cato

Manor ¢o dumand relsase of "laaders", Police open fire
in Durban and Clorment Township. Beton charges.
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AthoAptila 1960 1 Serious rioting in Lamontville., Police forced to open fire
at S.T. Smith Location. Workers intimidcted and beaten up.

£th and 10th 1960 s Police, Military and Naval detachments surround
and search the 3.J, Smith Location and Cato Manor Emergency
Canp, Large quantities of dangorous weapons conflscated,
many arresis.

Pexied 2lat March to Sth Aprid. 1960 ¢ During this period domonstrations,
riotings, burnings, intimidation and attacks on people and
buildings by Hatives took place in all provinces of the
Union.

Marehy 1950 ¢ Ricting in Nyasalaud.

Quring June ond Julv, 1960 1 Nuwerous 4.H.C. and I.N.C. pamphlets lssued.

ouh _Deconbar. 196Q ¢+ Public mieting to have been hold at Currie's Fountain
bannad. The baanning of this meeting followed a subversive

parphlat issued by “Joint Congreas" on 9th December, 1950,

114 _Docgiber, 1967 ¢ Pazphlot Lsuued to Sumiseu Location resideate urging
them not to pay reat,
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